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Samora Mache! and Eduardo Mondlane: When we started the war we
had absclutely nothing, but in ten years we have deeply transformed
our country. We have uprooted colonialism, transformed men and
made Mozambigue known to the world.”’ —~ Camerapix

AFRICA: Since the formation of Frelimo in 1962 it has
been a liberation front. What changes do you believe will be
necessary after independence to change Frelimo from a front
into a party?

® MACHEL: Frelimo has won great prestige because it is
an organisation with clear structures and a clear and well
defined line, It is an organisation which has its work in the
midst of the masses; it derives its consciousness from the

masses, It is a front, to the extent that it includes all
tendencies, including religious, such as Catholics, Moslems,
Protestants, atheists—Frelimo is open to them all.

The formation of a party has different demands to those
of a front; a party cannot be just the result of a
proclamation, It presupposes a certain level of political
consciousness; the existence of cadres; high consciousness of
the masses; because the party is not a handful of persons, We
would say, as a first step, it is necessary to know the feelings
of the people, the internal political situation and the political
level which the people have already attained for it to be
possible to define the ideology that is going to be followed
for the definition of a sole ideology is one of the main
characteristics of a party.

We in Frelimo cannot pretend that our ideology has been
embraced by the entire people, But there is an ideological
line, a basic ideological thought which is formulated and
subscribed to by all members of the Central Committee, The
central poinmt, let us say, the strangulation knot, which
determines the rheeting point between us all, is that we are
anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist, we are against the
exploitation of man by man and against capitalism. In
Mozambique we want people’s power. This is the aim which
we must achieve: it must be solid and it must be understood
and embraced by the people. When that happens, we shall be
in a position to create a party.

We realise that a party is necessary because one cannot
lead a country withoaut a party. But its formation will depend
on the work which Frelimo and its cadres are going to carry
out, it will also be the product of not only this but the
extent to which the level of mass consciousnes has been
raised. It is necessary to be constantly in contact with
practice to win the masses to that ideology. In other words,
it is through a permanent struggle that new ideas are attained
and only a constant struggle can determine the
transformation.

Thus, when a major part of our cadres and our people has
reached such consciousness that it places them as being the
transforming elements of society, then we can have a party, a
vanguard party to orientate the country, to orientate the
government to promote development, establish priorities and
define the tasks for the people.

AFRICA: That is the theory of what you need and how
you form your party, but what are the practical steps you
must now take to bring about this formation?

% MACHEL: First we need cadres; at the moment it
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”Frehmo has won great prestige because it is an organization wlth a
clear and well defined political-line. [t has its work in the midst of the
masses; it derlives Its corjsciousness from the masses."

. — Rights reserved

“We in Frelimo cafl cadres those who-assume thé national policy; have
a complete vision of the world .both in a national and tnternauonal
context; have new conception about the world and know how, 10
comblne and mtegrate the' pamcular with tHe’ general
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cannot be said that we have many cadres, We will only say’

that we .have -cadres-when we have already transformed a
great part of the mentality which always lived intoxicated by
capitalism and by mdrwduahst selflsh ambmous sub;ectrve
spirit.

We are stili transformmg that mentahty, |t is. a necessary
effort, a constant activity in the work for the cagre to be
born. The cadre idoes not'come from academnc chairs, that is
not the cadre; it is necessary’ that they should be. tempered
and forged by the struggle. And the struggle is.not-just the
armed struggle; it is the struggle for the transformatlon of i
minds. '

Consequently, it is necessary that there should be a policy
in the schools, in the health services, in the university, in the
factories, in the rural areas, because the cadres will come

L

start, So we. ate .not-alarmed~because™ first, we' Have 'th'e'

j decndmg force: the people of Mozambrqu‘e Secondly, we,
| have a correct line which deflnes olr obJectwes which shows..
J us. how- we are’goirig” to rebuild Mozambrque Thrrd)y, we. |
; have the terrltory whh enbth potent;al 1o, develop the
country,
B AFRICA At Frehmos 1968 Congress the Front came
' out very strongly agamst supplymg cantract ‘labour to the.,
' South ‘African mines. Will the contract in force, at present be.
. terminated on June 25 or wu?l it be re- negotxated? Y
® MACHEL:? Until' JUhe ‘25 we respect the, agreements
¢ which the Portuguese made With the South Afneans ‘And:
June 25 will allow Mozambrque th South Afrlca,to drscuss
i-and review the content of ‘the agreements Besides that,.we
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i have many prlor|ty problems to solve in out country. We *1

from all those places Those are the cadres formed by the !
struggle. They will have the new mentality rand-a new
conception of the world. It will be those cadres who will be ¢
able to know what we lack and on that basis what is
demanded of us. They will know what we lack. Then we will
say: we have cadres, We in Frelimo call .cadres: thase who .-
assume the national policy; have a complete vision of thé
world: both in a natlonal and international -context; have
new conceptions ‘about the world and those. who know how
to combine and integrate the particular- with, the general We
want cadres who are free, with confidence in thelr own
strength as agents of transformlng nature.

B AFRICA: You have inhesited from the Portuguese
colonial system many problems. In the short term, what are
Mozambigue’s economic problems and how.serious are they?
® MACHEL: After 500 years of colonisation and ten years
of war, the 5|tuat|on whrch exists in Mozambique is not

alarmrng, on the contrary it is very normal. It is.a situation

which permits us to start and advance more rapidly- to .
develop Mozambigue, When we started the war we had
absolutely nothrng, but in 10 years we have deeply
transformed our country We have uprooted colonialism,
transformed men made Mozambigue known to the wor\d
And that was in wartime.

Now we are going to rebuild Mozambrque in peace. Our
line defines how to rebuild Mozambique..The priorities are
given, we Vk'now_ very well the real situation in Mozambigue.
Therefore we can ‘state with certainty that we will get
through this crisis rapidly. The crisis for us is an excellent
situation, 1 colonialism left Mozambique in a comfortable
situation, in an organised situation,

of money in Mozambique, we woutd be suspicious this woutd
mean that it would have left us many agents, that it would
have left its representatrves It would have left the h|ghest
state of development of corrupt|on in Mozambique..- .

This way we are able to dlstrngursh who served ,
colonialism, whd benefited from colonialism and, for the
development of our economy, we wrll know bettar. where to.
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"have ‘to create conditions” to better the life.of oyr people. We
“have that great r‘eSponsrbmty South Afruca receives 150,000 <
‘workers per year. The Portuguese Q|d .pot.icreate the !

n, it would have .lost its !
nature as colonialism, If it left everything organised, left a lot:

.structures “for those" pebp!e to work . in, Mozambique.

Therefore/' Frelimo’ must before anythmg else
structures’ < for those people, "We. are  \not,
: revolutronanes the teh yearwar tempered us, - -,
M AFRICA: " And- ‘realism demands a, certain, arnount of
I gradualism then 'in “tases hke this m;nlng contract; that you:
“:«do not just termmate “the cor\tract and pyt 150,000 people
i out of work? © 7
] MACHEL We respect the priorities of the peopierand
our policy is drawn wrth the basis being the aspirations of
{ our people. Frelimo’s pohcy, comes fram the bottom to- the:
‘ top, and gdes from the top to _the. bottom. ‘We will disctss |
! with our people dnd ask rf we cut that contract what are
' You going to'do? The people wlll answer. oo
: Our external policy is d|ctated by the interpral situation., th
{ 1s not the mternatronal srtuatlon,,the external which.dictates:
Frelimo's internal polpcy ThIS‘\S our orientation, Frelimo's
“policy comes from the people Jt s drctated by;the internal:,
Isituation. We do Wiat the' people sayis.correet.. That was -
i how we led - the struggle for ten years We wauld- ask the
people, "“are we cotrect, can we proceed?” The people said;:
“*Yes". It was the people who deCIded for example,‘the
clemency policy to war prrsoners ’
: @ AFRICA:; WHat ' your
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® MACHEL: We suoport ernbabwe everywhere we‘ say.

that and declare it! 1t is our ally, it hasa part of our.people;,

and we are also part of ‘the people of Zrmbabwe Wrth allits,

consequences, we:slpport thelr;ust s’truggle o

M AFRICA: Arewyou gomg to apply UN sanctlons aqalnst

Rhodesia. after June 257 .

® MACHEL:. Let practice aniswer. Ask meé after the 25th

| of June, ; o
M AFRICA: At present both Rhodesra and South Afnca
have diplomatic representation” in Lourenco Marques. erl
this continue after independence? ™’
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AL Afrlcan coumrues ancl members of vthe OAU are our: allres ,
! Secondly in Afrlca all.the freedom movements are also'oUF alligs ™
— Carneraplx :

“Teachers of ‘the. negative school, -they will serve to" help the new

~
generatlons who will not know what colonrahsm was 10, understand

- Cafnerapress
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C MACHEL‘ Rhodesra has already removed lts diplomatic:
representatlon n Portugal We do not. knovvrwhy they are'in
Mozambique. South Afnca rs also in. Mozambique because
strictly ‘speaking it’ is still a colony. However they wil} have
to take measures; on June 25 all.wijl have to present-their
credentials; But! ’to answer dlrectly the Central Committee is
geirig “'to - study wnth whom we are going to establishi
relationships,' vwhat posntlon to. take with regards to South.
Africa—with regar‘d to the Mozambwan workers in. South
AfricasBut | calr ansWer qategorlcally already. with regard to
Zimbabwe, because that | lS Frellmo spolicy: .+ i
W AFRICA:" 'What' “are gomg to be. the overall . gurdmg
principles of’ fov’elgn polncy after mdependence7 T
® -MACHELY Our- pollcy clear, - First,. | all Afncan
countries- and membeérs of' the’ OAU are our, allles Segcondly,
in Africa’ the freedom’ movements are also our allles .
The somahst“éou’ntrles are ourlallles The baS|s of our
relations' with 'them existed at'a superlor level,;even when we:
were: still a diberation' movernent Fourthly, the progressive

parties of capitalist EUrope Flfthly the democratlc forces of: |
iwant to improve the:health services. The rest wnll come

the capitalist countries, S|xth Wwe have solldarlty with -the
newly independerft” countries who struggle Hfor. econemic
emancipation-ahd: donsolldéhon of mdependence Finally swe

are . for - pehce;’ thereforel’ agalnst expansmmsm and
imperialism. .
B AFRICA: Durlng ‘the llberatlon war "3 number of

countries, while not really physocally opposmg \l/ou drd SO

nonetheless: through: their relatlonshlps with’ Porwgel J.am

thinking here of'Britain, ‘France ‘West Germany, Japan and
the -United States in partrcular What W‘l|| be your attltuder.
toward these countries after’ The 25th? ,
® MACHEL: “During - the struggle we deflned the
following: ‘we have diréct enemies and lndlrect enemles The;.
direct enemy was salways POrtuguese colonlallsm
enemies-were thosé ‘wha always helped qutpgal Agajnst the -

direct enenty wé fought’ the arméd’ Struggle There was never..| .

direct icombat against’ mdlrect ehemies, who were. involved . |.
eithet for ecanomic reasons ‘or rdeologlcal reasons,. af by,
century ald alliarces, as i Britain’s case, . :

For those who were involved for economlc reasons the'

war was d bisiness, and they developed their countries sellmg-:r-

war material to Portugal bringing about in this,way the ruin.’
of Portugal' Portugal is today in a crisis. and these: countries
will not help’ her becquse it was economic interests which:

motivated them. We take mto cansideration that.there are:

progressive forces in. Brltaln who- always supported-ds. Thé’
people  of Brltam Amerlca Japan, Frarice, - etc. always
supported us.in the struggle, Consequently, we do not'want
to isolaté peoples, we want to isolate governments. But these

governmems represent peoples, represent the workers: That

help WhICh they want to brmg to Mpzambique is the product
of the workers of ‘those countries,

Indirect,| that exploitation has no colour, hds'no l’ace that the enemy

| agreements and ceasefire! they joined the ‘dnemy so that the

* rioney and five' comfortably.

and what we want is to -

the defmltlonrof the'enerny.’

o ot oy
establish © goOd ‘Felations wrth those peoples ‘We. must,’
differeritiate: Gdvérdinents go, peaples remain, S
B AFRICA: There has been some talk of an economic j
federation possibly ' mvolvmg Mozamblque Tanzania and |
Zambia, How dogs the President view this suggestion? - Jl
©® MACHEL: We never dICUSSEd that. problem because:;l
Mozambigue was- alvvays a colony But ;f it happens, it wilk
be welcome. We are favourable to that because it would
allow the rapid development o this Zone,

B AFRICA: Has an overall economlo plan been drawn up |
yet giving prlorltV‘éreas ‘such as educatlon communications '

I '
;
i

:and:are there dny frgures that ‘one can attach tg, what is |

immediately being sough’( in terms of aid? i
® MACHEL: To start with, in Mozamblque we need about i
$400m to be: usediintivo lnam fields: agrlculture which is, |

!

- the basis, andrindustry whrch is the |nV|gorat|ng factor. When

.we  speak of. 'agr‘rculture as the basis, and faking into |
“consideration that one does not live with hunger, we want to
liquidate hunger in.ouY tguntry. This is a’ prlorlty We want
to liquidate iltiteracy.'in ‘Mozambique, thls |s a pnorlty We i
]
B AFRICA: ‘What do you inténd to do’ with the ‘political |
prisoners you ‘are holdlng such as the folmer VICE President,
Simango? A :
@® MACHEL: The prisoners for us' are precrous because '
they educateius and at the same time we lgarn with them )
how people become eorrupt, how they trahsform themselves
“into agents., of imperialism. The war in Mozamb:que was
against- . Portuguese' cofonialism. Many thought that the
~Portuguese weré' bad—-colonlallsts they massacred people,
concentrated  th&m’ in:"Vilfages, cruelly exploited
Mozambicans. Theréfore, the appearéhce of Urla Ssmango
.and Lazaro Kavandamé is @school for us, whith teaches us

thas no country, no people’and, more, has no plty o
Uria- Simango' has polltlc%ll “ambitions and Lazaro )
Kavandame economic ambitions, As the two thlngs ‘are
“inseparable;-they became’allies’ lmmedlately Slmango having
the power in hl&«hénds Llazaro could explmt the people He
‘needed political poOWEr to explon the Mozamblcan people
For that'reason, after the coup ‘in ‘Portugal, they did not
hesitate to:join the énemy to massacre the people, after the.

war and massacre was protonged, to enable them to earn
tt was within this perspective
that they had ho'doubts to join Spmola fasmst agressor of,
Gumea Conackfy, assassin of Amitcar Cabral, Therefore, we
say it'is a great lesson for us, for those who doubted-our
definition of the enemy-|n short it ls a school .Teachers of
the negarlve school, they will serve to help the new
‘generations, who will not know what cqlonlallsm was—to
understand the ‘défidition of efiemy. '
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