What Inddstriéi Untonism nvolves 1n 5. A

lt was recently proposed by the Management Com-
mittoe of the L. S. T.. to call a conference of ‘industrialists’
to discuss how best to bring present industrial organisation
S up to date on.class str uggle lines. Is it not one essential that
-~ any such org(mlkatmn to be thOrouﬂ'h shall forthwith boldly
" embrace the lowpaid "unskilled ' wor ker s, to wit, chiefly the
non-whites—inot merely as auxiliaries in the white man’s
fights, but onthe contrary, as constituting in this country the
bulk of the working elasg, in whose cause the more tortunate
few should. rather consider themselves as in their turn the
auxiliaries 2 The time :+ admittedly past for the movement
to he run by more or | -smiddle-class observers, looking
~down as 1t were from a balcony, no matter how sympathetic-
~ally, on thehardships of the toiling mass below. Even the
- .seml-masonite lodges of artisans, called Trade Uniong, banded
 together chiefly to maintain their own higher rates of pay,
tond to adopt at best that attitude towards the OIgambed
proletariate. © Now, by all means let middle-class people
adopt the Socialist standpoint; hut beware lest Socialists
~adopt the middle class standpoint: as in this country all
. whites are too. proneto do.
B The colourbar is the coming dlwdex of Labour, as
‘indeed the unskilled bar always has been. A white miners’
strike against coloured labour as such can only cause him
that &1tteth in the Corner House to laugh.: The proposad
cllll‘ll”’dﬂ]&tlﬂll of the white unions in the building trade will

be ,only an - academic achlevement just as it leaves out’
thelabourer, in a printers’ assistants’ strike, it is for the skilled

journeymen to espousetheir un&kllle( ‘[ellows dukpute N
preference even to their own, =
* [t is not enough to abolish the colour, bar in the
Umom <0 long as the coloured mass de facto remain outside.
It is not a question of teaching the nigger Socialism : only
holp him to appreciate the simple implications of his own
actual economic position, and the time will come when,
instead of the white Unions ()'pﬂnmg their doors té their blde
fellow workers, they will be asking the blaeks t(s open their.
doors to whites. . :

~ - Beware lest the capltahst class WhllP wo: cold-shoul-
der the native worker, seduce him by flattery to their side
By means of the Bla,ck or Yellow Peril bogey, they are already
“setting white workers acgainst non-whites, as they have set
| Alheds ag v nst Centrals anl vice ver a all over the world,
'deludmg the whites into the belief that the way tn weather
the compatition of colotired labour is to fight the coloured

labourer 1nstea.d of Jommg with him against the common
enemy. It is forusin bouth Africa to qhou. the world the

-vrlght and only road to ‘Something now.’

v, . All this, which the ruling class will persecute, when
lhe propaganda gets going, more viciously than the War on
~"War campaign, is involved in Industrial Unionism, propaga-
tion of which has recently been included in the League s ob-
jective. A hard saymg, at which some, havmg great or even
small possessions, ‘may go away soirowful, but true, if we

keep our minds elastic to the rapid development in the capit-

ahqm of to-day. f |
(Notes of an address given at che Trades Hall mecting

on"Sunday Iast by Com : S. P Bzmz‘mg M. P.C).



