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" QUESTION 1S THE FUNDAMENT.
AL - QUESTION OF THE MOVE-
;.;\-[EN:Tn,, | _ |
¢ No Socialism for Africa.”

; These grand old organ fugues of the
- Communist Manifesto are the most mod-
- ern thing 1n sociology to-dav.  The
" Maal 7" knoweth them not, hut they
are being enacted in Europe before our
eves.  People as unlike as the Slave
and the Teutons, who Capitalism tells
us must be secular race-enemies, are
found treading the same path, and ne

)

l‘\.

l:ajm St]‘e ngth to Streng‘h | .. thought. His pro'no.uncements are lim-

1ted by the necessity of turning out an

elegant and interesting piece of prose,
an§ the more foggv his 1deas the more
1impressive his output of phrases. -

- It 18 true that the struggle for what
he calls the ** conquest of the world,”.
and a Socialist peace: and each day till now waged between two Capitalist

“brings -news of fresh advances else- groups, has latterly been transformed
where. It never rains but it pours. We 1nto one betwecen capitalism and Social-
used to speak of what ‘“ would’’ hap- 18m. It 18 true that the uﬁtimafe ©0-
pen under Socialism.  To-day 1t 18 what operative commonwealth of Socialism
“will ¥ happen, aye, what 1s happen- must be- worldwide, and so lonc as it

We f

We live 1n red-letter days. The first.
birthdav of Russian freedom marks also ’
the end of -the world slaughter, the
foundation of revolutionary Germany

ine and has happened already. 1s confined only to certain portions ot doubt i 1
need not be too fastidious. over the per- the globe 1t 13 still in danger. What oubt 1n concert, under the Red I 1“,85
sonnel which includes the Scheide- these scribes forget, ignore or do not and every. new conquest of the Revolu-
~manns whowmn Lenin refused to meet at |. know 13 .that the whole course of so- tion makes easier lt{ f}lrt.he? progress.
Stockholm and excludes the Lieb- cial development leads that way in any Who “““} can say Socialism 15 not
knechts, even ‘' warning the people case, and that the’ war only acted as = = H”‘ Y L'O‘”}h"}' ? It may well be.
it the movement 18 destined sooner

purge 1m: hastening the expulsion of
- waste and decaved matter — we will
make the patriots a present of that ex-

than we have dared to think t¢ invade.
even this land of seeminely insuperable.
obstacles to its success, that has suf-

"against Bolshevism.”’ So 1t was in Rus-
s1a=-=for elght months. isillusionment,
‘rapid as 1t has been, 1s not the work

L ] m&‘m—-—-‘-iib-. - LT L

of a day. Nor has 1t been efdcted by C}HE‘LfOP their attitude. This superf- fored loss from war than ¢ -

brutal force of arms.” The very cam- - clal historical resegxych 1gnores the dif- fuenza.  “ What fory rTQ]T n;

‘paign of lics practised on the workers ference of economic basis beiween one S . tat Or'm w1 1t
s . revolution and another. tinke 18 the question. (‘ertain

hecomes, once detected, 1ts own best
conver-

it 15 that 1t will require all the wisdom
and resource of those who are ready.
to welcome 1t, and on whom the respon.
sibility of ““secing it through ' will
fall, to determine the principles and
-methods according to which this com-
posite communtty of South Africa carn
best resolve 1tself into a co-operative
commonwealth. ' '

'|* The Social Revolution unique.

The ‘“ Social Revolution ' is not like
- anything in history books. In them we
"~ have become accustomed to read of re-
volutiong Whiq.h,/e(-onmnically imter-
L T . o ‘
cpreted, have thegant that ‘‘classes that
have conquered power tried to consoli-
date their acquired position by subject-
ing the whole of society to their own
‘mode of appropriation’’; for ‘‘all pre-
Vious historical movements were move- The ““ International ’’ need not agaln
'mentfa of - qnnorities,_or 1n the interest . labour the obvious fact that the “11m-
~of minorities,”” whereas ‘‘ the. proletar- | |nense majority ' of the South African
SLan movement-1s the CONSCIOUS  Tmove- ‘]).I'()i(?Illl‘ia{, consists of members of tha
Juent of the mmmense majority in the Bantu races, «lthough not all memhers
nterest of the 1mmense majority "—- | f those races are p;olemrian . and that
the proletariat beine *“the lowest stra- . ;a0 white ware earners, if not actu-
tum of existing socioty and *‘proper- | aliv t}}‘rc_,{pe.rtv Oﬁ'nefs, al anv rate aspire
tiiess.””  Further ‘“the proletarians | {o the sta tus, and absorb the ideoloey,
cannot become masters of the produc- - . of the pettv boureeois. Bioreover, in
tive forces of society without. abolish- | the case of a largely rural popula tion
ing . . . property 1n 1ts present form, | like that of Russia or South Africa,.
bared on the antagonism of capital and ““the proletariat’ in practice includes
wage labour,”” the necessary condi- not oniv the industrial workers but the
tion . of whose existence 1s that the semall peasants or landless aericultur-
- great majority of soclety shall he en- ists, the majority of whom in this coun-
tirely propertiless.”’ | ‘try are again non-European. All these

refutation, and the. resulting
sion, though still very far from com- |
plete, can be trusted. Bloodshed there I
will be vet—outrage and atrocity.it 18
~called when the Socialists are, winning.

- But the workers of the rev(Llutionary |
. countries will never again shed their ;
|

!
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blood for their bosses. o _
Whose turn next? What irony-if 1t
were Belgium’s! After that, let it hut be
one of the ‘‘ triumphant’ greater pow-
ers, and- the final goal i?in sight.
When will Britain rise? Llovd George

sees the ““danger.” In the very ban-
he trembles. i

|

|

Qur Motley Proletariat.

queting hall of victory e 11 _
‘* The next few vears are charged with
the fatr of Britain and her empire, and

Ilappeai solewrndy in this first hour— I

{

i

let us bamish fuction until the Empire
hirs been thorouehly saved.’™ Yes, the
1 " : g B .
role of Bismarck against the Commune
~miay after all be demied to them, forbid
fraternising as they anay. To-day the
conquerors of the world are about to be
wieiched, like the conquered, . in th»
balance. To-morrow. they too will Le
faund  wanting. Hail tp the oncoming

Social. Revolution in Britain and her
Colonies! = Vive 1’Internationale’

. A Sacialist Africa.

The Capitalist Press is at 'pqinsi to
agsure 1ts readers that the Socialist Re-
~volution 1n the East-and Central coun-

trie” of Europe is a mere product of.

{

disappointment

revolutions in those countries during
‘the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
have collapsed 1n:the past. The ‘““Mail”’

anust have been spending some hours .

looking up ‘‘ Revolutions’’ in the en-
cyclopaedia 1n its search for thoughts

which shall -be children to the wish.
President Wilson comes forward more
than ever as the literary
whom the word .18 father to the

. 0=

at- military defeat, and -
will collapse in due course. as other:

gent with

Y

|

‘18 the condition for the' free “develop-
ment of all.” - “THE PROPERTY

Iinally ‘‘ the first step in the work-

‘1ng class revolution is the raising of
the proletariat to the position of ruling.

class, the victory, of Democracy. The
proletariat will use its political power
to wrest by degrees all capital from the
bourgeoisie, to- centralise all .instru-
ments of production in the hands of the
State, 1.e., of the proletariat organized
as the ruling class, and to increase as
rapidly as possible the total mass of
productive forces. This naturally can-
not be ac-c}ompljshed at first except by
despotic- inroads on the rights of pro-

perty. and on the bourgeois conditions
. . When in the course

of production. . . .
of development class distinctions have
disappeared, and all production is con-
centrated in the hands of associated in-
dividuals . . . an association appears
in which the free development of each

<

b S

~whereat "“many

elements, irrespective of colour. go to
make up the “‘ruling class’’ whove
““dictatorship” and 7
productive forces of society”’ is °‘ the
first step 1n the working class Revolu-
tion.”” - A ““hard saying' indeed,
““go away  sorrowful,
having great possessions.”’ It is this
stumbling block that makes the So-

~clalist problem seem so insoluble, or

the Socialist movement so difficult, in
this country. . Yet anv labour move-

-ment that ignores or shirks it is a sham.

Any revolution that still leaves a ‘“ low.-
est stratum '’ or subject class, hewers
of wood and drawers of water for the
rest, 18 only another history-book re-

volution; and any prejudice that would

exclude such a class from equal parti-
cipation, nét indeed in a capitalist but
1n a Communist society, is at bottom
not even of a racial but of a bourgeois

class nature, perpetuating the antagon-

& »
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1sm on which existing sociely is based.
In the last resort, 1t 15 to the inspiration
., and example of successful  ‘‘forward,
- movements”’ in other lands, to  the,
marech of trivmpbant  world-socialisify.
Catself, that we must look to dispel and
dissolve all such apparent difficulties in
the path. _ - R
South Africa’s Problem, B
~ Now in South- Africa, though the
masses have developed a considerabla
degree of consciousness of the 1ncreas-
ing legal and social disabilities of the
nalive races as such, they cannot truly

. Dbe said as yet to have attained &lasss

consclousness, still less are they organ-
tsed as a class for the social revolution.
A DIittle is being done in this direction. :
but tiie field 1s practically still unecul-
~tivated. The like applids to the “poor
white™ 1n town or country no less than

“to the native, A ]:ll‘g"e amount ()f‘ pj*().. '

paganda and organi=zation among {hese
elements is obviously needed, as it was
needed 1n Russia, to prepare them to
take their-place both in the revolution |
itself and 1n the “adnnnistration of -
things’’ under the Socialist Common-
wealth to come. This backward or un-
equal development in  the proletariat
~makes the movement hére more compli-
cated than in o European- country on
~the one hand or a purels Asiatie or
-native country on the other; althouwh;
-as the ‘“International’’ has before re-
marked, we become thereby the bridee
between- the "Buropean and the non-
European workers of the world, whom
capitalism will trv to keep divided and
play off against each other, meanwhile
using the cheaper Jabour as a scab
army., | |
Self-Help. | ,
" The prolétarian revolution cannot he |
effected through attorneys or by proxy. |

The ““lowest  stratum ™ itself _— ,:
raise 1tself. admission, ;

L mu=t foree
Into mdustrial organisation by, tyrust:
g sutlicient spokesmen at Jeast of the
unskiiled workers iuto mine, shon or
works committees and the like. On the
wider 1ural field, 1t should be comps ey
ntivelv casy fo generate  tlie hahit of,

frequent mectine in free, unofficia) (i
trict councils or pitsos (““Soviets’' *
already bocoming (90 - angyv)y of ““work-
ers and peasants,”” all over the country :
(although as regards natives no doubt,
notwithstanding the Moitutl report, the
chief business of the Native Affairs De- ,
partinent will continue {o be by fanr |
means or foul to thwart such maetings) @ ’!
and p congress of delepates from such
councils should soon replace the pre- !
sent 1nefficient and unrepresentative
Native Congress. In fact, the prine:-
ples of the new Rmussian Cq{fnstit.uti'cm
could probably be.drawn upnn to a sur-
prising extent in this respect ,without.

to acquire

15

official status, which latter ‘
ever probably be extorted -even uniler
the present regime if necessary.

The Responsibility of the * Intell. |
. . SR

. gentsia.””

Nevertheless, the necessity for action
may-be upon us before a workine de- |
gree of co-operation between' all sec- .

tions of the proletariat (including the .

necessary ‘facility of understanding' |

the meantime, the experience, ability
and character required to carry through
the workers’ revolution are found only
among a minority consisting . largely

I. By = <.-"_; y
3 ’ | F ; ./Jli"‘u
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| } atton Yith them in
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i the cause o
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could how- i .

each other’s language) is reached. In~| wil.
" momentum of

of Kuropeuns.

'alfhbugh not entirely
Hitherto the white workers have fou~ . t

“for themselves as whites
be becoming clear to them. that a- A
small- minority thev have no hope «f
real success; that it hiréd labour .- ]
the wage svstem aje to gb thev m-
g6 for all concerned; and ‘that unde-
sustem providing plentv for all {h...

' 1s no reason why one should not rece v

" “as much as another, no matter wh:

one hews the ‘wood or draws the wat.. .
=50 much- so that even if Secialis
tound General Botha washine dishes -
Mr. Macfie doing.sanitary service, th:

|
i
|
!'
?
I

would stil] enjoy its benefits at least i -

1t follovw
activity ¢

l
; amply as the next man. .
‘then that the only useful
- the minority in thé movement must -
l an a(:ti\‘ii-};'(m behalf of the whole “‘Jow.
| estostratum 7@ that as long as the:
- “hbackward fellow workers remain back.
I ward, thev too are kept back: and tha:
1 the identieal common interest of al
' workers their Job 1s to  increase the
knowledge, ureanjsation and power o
their * weaker breathren '’ until CO-0per.
the common cause
becomes as easyi as it is supposed to_be
“between artisans all earning the same
pay. Just as the * itelligentsia’ o
. professional classes of Russiy have hi
; P 1o choose bhefween opposing the work-
- Ing class movement outright or taking
. loyal service ag experts, civi] servants,
. and the like under the
!‘ so our “‘superior’’ workers,
the cause of their class, will find them-
and more driven to CSPoOURe
_ ' the bottom doe as such
until the developmiient of the. natives
and ““poor whites " }
vanced. So far us thev serve as leaders
(though the movement has not gucceed-
cd until-leaders can be dispensed with)
they will be charged with a trust solely
lo serve the inferest of their herefiel-
aries.  Tike the foremen in Socialist
Russia, they will be appointed, in-
structed and dismissed Ty their clients, |
the whole prolelariat, white and black;
whose duty in turn it will be {o wateh
very closelv against anv hetraval (the
lemntation to which will b strong) of
ther {rust, | |
The Thick of the Fight. __
It the movement Progresses a8 we
hope and expect it will |

“selves more

L1 other conrt-
tries (andd expeciaily if it inveades COUN-
tries Nike Ttaly and rance, membery
of the ' viciorious” group) we mav
reclon that the finaneial and COSMO]M)-

“lfan section of the loen] capitalist class
will surrender in sympathy with  itg
oversea principals without overmuch
ado. It is with the agrarian section,

.whose. ““ Nationalist Party ’ was form-

¢d 1o counter the incipient Socialjst pro-

paganda among the bywonerg} that the
hottest tussle must-be anticipated. The
landowners wil] fight to the last diteh
against ‘“ despotic inroads on the rights
of property=aind on the bourgeois condi-
ot , and will have
support from race-prejudiced elements
whose economic interests lie far from
theirs; while the proletariat” will be
mostly unarmed. However, they may
have to yield to pressure

er, such as the railway strike against

the Junkers recently adopted in Ger-\ ,

many ; they will have against th
q , an advancing ‘ world
~movement; and so far as |
pendent, é.g., for shippin
on other countries already

upplies,
socialised,

y bUt 11 It ~ ¢

a8 very much ad-

_ . ‘ applied .in - |
divers ways that will occur to the read-

proletarian flag,
1t true to

p

!

f
l
|
|
|
|

;
l
!
!

- o e meveaillg W

Nov.

L i gl --'."'-l-"--..

.15 1918,

‘----I-*.-‘-"_“—ﬁ_.

they will have to face a very formid-

able bovcott.
‘8ocialist Production,

| Let us push. yet, further ahead, and
 suppose that the proletariat has suc-
- ceeded In asserting jiself as thae ruling
Atrica. The cold mining
x imdustry, and with it most of the pire-
 sent industrial organisations Jdependent
onat, will, under Socialism, become ob.
solete: or at least Auviai or outerop
mininge, with  no phihisis  In volved,
wuld he suflicient contribution to the
world's gold needs.  Most manufac-
tnres, under universal free exchange of
products, will for long be more conveni-
ently carried on elsowhoere The ehief
“Instruinent of production ' of the
country will he the land and the appli-
ances wied in connection with the Jand.
Co-operative agriculture and stockrais-
g, not for individua] profit but for
common use, will no doubt, to heon
With at any rate, he the primary husi-
Lesy of theorganised proletarial  of
~outh Africa. Now while in © politi-
cal ” and other ma tters loecal Couneils
should be effective enough, this coun-
ry 15 so diversely adapted in different
parts to diffevent sorts of production
that a compleie agricultural survey of
1t, such as capitalism, trom its nature,
nas never been able o develop, will
probably be necessary from. the outset.
involving large-geale specrtabisation of
activity in sav, the Orange River hasin,
the high veld, the Natq) mist holt, thae
(lape fruit areas, the cotton districts
and so on: with rg Uway and irrigation
construetion on » large seale to.mateh.
This, coupled with the backward de-
velopment of the bywaners and native
workers, probably points, at least in
the earlier staves. {0 o degree of State
Soctalism such. ag would not he toler-
~ated an Kurope, although a Central Ad.
ministration anvwhoere MUSt Neeessar]-
bvohandle sueh  mattors e transport.
Oue incidental yosult of the new v g-
tem might al<o he that cegregation ho.
fween white and bl ck, ALL MOTIVE
CF EXPLOITATION HRAVING BErY
ELIMIMATE D, would for (e firct
time hecome Teavihle. Hhough he pre.
Sent wife odemand fop will
meanitme poahohly Lave, dr<appogrod
With the rantd v e of education.
Urzanise Acsordingly,
Cliuessawork ]
necessary.,  IFor
und recent events fjavea amply confirm-
¢d the view, that Lubour organisation
should as far as possibi: be desiened on.
lines appropriate to the eventual ““ta)c-
ing and holding’® of control of produe-
~of  production.

o ¢iass In Soith

L |
I s,

- litke all thise g very
1t 1s nowadays  held,

tion and the meang
Whatever elaborate systems of 1ndus-
trial unionism may have been evolved
therefore to suit t]e probable direction
of the Revolution in other countrieg.
we 1n this country are both entitled and
‘bound to look first to our own probabla
future development, and to fashion our
propaganda and organisation accord-
ingly. It s high time that all sincere.
Ay interested in the Socialist objective.
whether they have Vet become members
of the 1.8.1.. or not, should get hysy
thinking out and discussing  publiclv
and privately the various phases of the
problem rather than mere formulas ap-
propriate to earlier controversjeg If
~this article, though quite likely wrong-
" headed, provokes siich discussion, it
will have cerved 4 useful purpose.

S.P.B.
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