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Report by S.P. Bunting on 4th Congress of Comintern
[29 April 1923]' (Extracts) ’

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE FOURTH CONGRESS
OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL k'

To the communist Party of S Africa

Dear Comrades

At the time of leaving S Africa for Europe my wife and I had already been
appointed, in February 1922, as delegates to the Fourth Congress, but it was
not known when the Congress would be held. Later on, when the date was
announced, it also appeared that only one delegate from the SA Party was
invited, and it seemed likely that Com. Ivon Jones would be the one in the
question. I wrote 1o him asking whether in the circumstances we were likely to
he welcome in Russia. He said that Lenin had taken great interest in the Rand
rRevolution, and that it had been proposed that he Com. Jones should proceed
to S Africa to report on it. but that as his health was not too good, and as we
were already in Europe, that plan had been given up, and in fact Zinoviev had
expressed a wish that I should proceed to Russia. After considerable delay in
Berlin. therefore, we got our visas, having already got our passport endorsed
by the British Foreign Office, and spent the months of September, October and
November 1922 in Moscow. Owing to my wife’s ill health we were obliged to
leave for London on Nov. 30, thus missing the last week of the Congress, but |
attended nearly everything which was of special interest as S African delegates.
in the meantime the Party had appointed Com. Jack Campbell as alternative
delegate, and in the absence sick of both Com. Jones and my wife [ wrote to
Com. Campbell to come to the Congress, which he did, arriving about halt way
through, and remaining after we left. 1 believe until the end of the Congress;
and 1 think he also attended the Congress of the RILU. I do not know whether
he has sent report. I may explain that the Credentials Committee allowed 5
Africa one alternate delegate after all, which enabled Com. Campbell to take
his seat at the Congress. Our greatest regret throughout was that we missed
Com. Jones who left for the Crimea two days before we reached Moscow, and
owing to his comparative inaccessibility, far even from regular posts, our
communications with him were all too scanty.
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L. The document is Bunting’s report on the 4th Congress of the Comintern {0 the 2nd Congress
of the CPSA, 28-9 April 1923. The report is nOt signed. Bunting’s authorship and the tentative
date were established on the basis of the contents of the document.



‘ The Longress appointed a special Commission on the Negro Question. of
“hui:h I 'was a member, together with delegates from North .Mneric*; Egy t
:ums. Java, England, Holland. Belgium, Russia and Japan. The per:sonneﬁru
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at was _ 4nguage was often not translated into the
languages understood by the others on the Commission. The Commission
pmdu?‘ed A “Thesis’ on the question which 1 think, as the result of some
inexplicably keen manoeuvring in a purely American direction by one of the
delegates, does not in its operauve clauses’ sufficiently cover the ground.- |
was begged not to waste the time of the Congress by speaking on the matter.
but T wrote about it to the E.C.C.J. & leter © which £ has never replied, and
having sent a copy to the General Secretary I need not cover the ground again.
The clauses are:

(1.) The Fourth Congress recognises the necessity of supporting every form
of Negro movement which tends to undermine or weaken capitalism or
imperialism or to impede its further penetration.

(2.) The Communist International will fight for race equality of the Negro
with the white people, for equal wages and political and social rights.

(3.) The Communist International will use every nstrument within its
control to compel the trade unions to admit negro workers to membership or,
where the nominal right to join exists, to agitate for a special campaign to draw
them into the unions; failing in this, it will organise the negroes into unions of
their own and specially apply the United Front tactic to compel admission.

(4.) The Communist International will take immediate steps to hold a
general Negro Conference or Congress at Moscow.

TS
[ understand the ECCI are expecting Com. W.H. Andrews this year, and
there was some talk of asking him to transfer himself permanently from §.

Africa to some wider sphere of activity.

Yours fraternally

RGASPI, 495/64/16/19, 26-7, 34.
Original in English.

Typed. Copy.

2. Most probably, the ‘inexplicably keen manoeuvring’ was done by _Billing — Otto Huiswoud
| who was to come to South Africa as an emissary of the Profintern in 1932,




]

5. Bill Andrews. 1 founder me

bk | b | ' !a'lhlt'T
OLN the IHIUI'ILIIHH];M NOC1IA ; : |
: . ‘ % HC AN«
the Communist Party of South Af \nd
] . . : IUTCWS
was also a member of the Cominter Exac
LERL LUK | W “‘-L'
\|bert Nzula, the hrst black
the International Socialist League and a CF S o g a0t | K
promimnent communist. Rebecca Bunting OURY RGNS OF T
was a delegate to the 6th Congress of the SO KPS R Eacu
Ccomintern.
lohannes NKosi, the hero
ed during its pass-burning
5. David Ivon Jones, a toundi er. leader

SOcCialist

and theoretician of the Interna

SO 4

League and of the CPSA. Jon:

zm'mlwr Ul' IhL' Cominterm X ¢ nd "-<1111|1

\frica’s I'L‘DI‘L‘Ht"I‘i[;IIi\ e on the Ef He died In

Moscow where he 1s buried




e

\}_

b ]
‘ - g a - g = b | . . -
Bill Andrews Lcentre) among the workers of Lthe Moscow |

(1923).

10. S.P. Bunting’s Election Address
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19. Endre Sik., KUTV lecturer. 20. The KUT\
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21. The Soviet Union’s first Africanist experts in 1934. Alexander Zusmanovich is second |
the left, back row; Ivan Potekhin is first from the left, middle row; Endre Sik
between the front and the middle rows; Dmitry Olderogge is first from the rnight

Igor Snegirev is in the middle, front row.
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Letter from Provisional Secretary for Calling the Negro
Conference to Executive Committee, CPSA, 23 July 1923’

Moscow, July 23 1923,

To the Executive Committee of the CP of South Africa.

Dear Comrades:—

The Fourth Congress of the Comintern decided to hold a Negro Congress
The Enlarged Executive decided to call a Negro Conference at the time of lhn;
Fifth Congress.

After consulting with your representatives here,” we have concluded that it
will be impossible to arrange the conference as originally planned. We have
decided as follows therefore:

1 There shall be a conference as planned in Moscow, of Negro
Communists, this conference to take place at the time of the Fifth Congress.
it will be the duty of your Party, therefore, to add a Negro delegate 1o your
delegation to the Fifth Congress. :

> The International Negro Conference (open conference) will take place
either in London, Paris or New York. We consulted your representatives here,
who seemed to prefer London to New York. Since that time, Paris has been
proposed, owing to its being favourably disposed toward the Negro. We ask
your final word in the matter.

This conference will be attended by all the delegates who have been to
Moscow and about 30 or 40 others who are required for the work. We expect a
aumber of delegates from Africa, but realize the difficulty they will have in
leaving the country. This has been the chief reason for our changing our plans.
There will also be a number of liberal and petty-bourgeois Negro
representatives from the US, West Indies and Central America. We believe
that the centre of propaganda for the Conference will be New York.

However. it will be chiefly the task of the South African Party to reach the
Negroes of southern Africa. We include Mozambique, German East and British
West Africa. and Rhodesia. Your delegates informed us that you would be able
to penetrate these parts and possibly obtain representatives of the natives to
attend the conference.

3. As it is our intention to hold a Negro trade union conference
simultaneously with the general conference, we request you to have this in
view when selecting your delegates.

1. This document is an unsigned copy of the original letter.
2. ‘Your representatives here’ would seem to refer to D.1. Jones and W.H. Andrews.
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