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This year 8 congress has not been of a sematlonal
(ha‘racter;
one of Lenin in his more recent. moods;
matter, Lenin as he has always been.
vent hot. air, tub-thump, sway the sentimental crowd:
he aims always a.t doing the right thing, avmdmg

&FTOT, pitfall or premature conflict, makmg sure of

cach step of ground before advancmg further, and
N u.mmng not so mucli a spectacular or dramatic suc-

cess 88 a hold on the deepest convictions of the |

INA8Ses concemed

ledged to be the only. thmg to do, signed the Brest-

Lwovsk treaty When others were . for perpetuating
" war ‘communism *’ at any cost, he persuaded them

that the necessary support of the peasantry required {

| world.

sal task than any Genoa or Lausanne Conference:: .out, me;

the ‘* new economic pohcy;” When the infantlle ”?
pedants of the Left wanted to boycott parlmments
and keep themeelves unspotted fromn theé world, he
showed the necesmty-—-—qmte apartfrom the * armed
uprising > (a false. quotatton of 'course), of which
Detective Atkinson’s Martial Law Commission has
=0 much to say—of penctrating whercver you can- get,

at .the workers, not bortng like white ants to destroy,
but to win over the majority, looking to mass pres-{

sure a3-the prime weapon. . It i1s in that spirit that

There is somethm" about it that reminds
for that
Others may

When others were for fighting | in it, & * conspiracy ”’

the Kaiser agam ke did what evéryone later acknow- |

‘be the embryo -of the conm '

N

. BySP

having bu:m at ‘any of the prev:ous ones, I dareqay
the Congress has meant more real business and less |
mere show and excitelment than any of its prede-

068801'8,

early Christians, to a. more practical determination

| to ‘conquer the world for the cause, with a juster
and therefore more trul) sanguine estimate both of |
| the available revo]utlonary forces ‘and’of the extent

of the revolutlon:a.ry war-map. - There has been,
more than ever, a 3sense that the Communist Inter-
national is at least all that the capitalist class fears
(by the exploited majority)
against the present social brder, an enemy far- more
formidable than any ‘‘ national foe? within the

capitalist camp itself. The~

proletarian ‘“ Parlia-
‘—executive, not " just deliberative—of ‘the
It has on its order of the day a -more colos-g

ment ’

Those are just capitalist intrigues to ‘devise neans
of tldmg over and spooﬁnﬂ' the masses until the
next crisis. But the C.I. is out to build up solidly, |

unerringly, according to plan,
the capitalist -world offensive; the world force which
wﬂl serve not merely as a Defence Force but as an:

army of attack, and not lm‘?rely as an army but as a |
World Exccutive of the will of a v1c{orlous workuw‘

THE INTERNATIONAL.

Supersun-ous exnectatlon of an unmedlate |

- “ Second Coming *' has ‘given place. as with those }ca
.-5 =result f seeing their work at the Congress, is one |
of the strongest impressions I carry away from Mos-

Jongress feels itself ‘t& ]

| effect this

and in the teeth ‘of ] _
| time, having failed to get an a

‘BUN TH»(: .

the meu ‘best qua,htned to direct the world-wide pro- ¢
letanan struggle for power, and,

behalf of all the conguerors. That sense of )
ce in-the leaders, not hero-worship, but the ]

cow. .0 course, they\ also make mistakes, espe- |

-cnally' for lack of information, for there are far too |

the whole world, requiring greater all-round up-to-
date khowledge than Lloyd-George and all his secre-

_ tanat. could ever command. Indeed—so grossly 1s
l our Martial Law Commission in error in imagining

‘that ‘“ Moscow takes a special
Africa "—my chief regret is that during all the time |
11 |
never found timo to |
of discuss South African affairs either with me or with- .

interest in South

1 have been in Moscow the ¢ Premdmm i.e.,

‘“ Big Five,” have

not, indeed, for want of interest, but be-
cause other matters are even more engrossing: dele-
cates from countries with a bigger party and ‘more

immediate _prospects are more important—NMoscow’ ]

soon tahes the conceit out of a; fllo“ '\t the same

ldleme with them.
onc fecels that no one else is worth consulting!

THE POLITICALLY CHOSEN PEOPLE.

in the day when |
-shall have been won, to wield it in the name |

| few of them to master between them the problems of |

| the awakening of the negro shown by white dele-

L important
| money,”

- ::-"._r;",‘nti'.'ﬁ*'-";" '

©
mass of theorctic’ talky-talky Well, the presence
of two negro .delegates at this yedr's Congress, a8 I _
mentioned in my last article; plus the interest in

gates from America, Holland, and South Africe, and
also by delegates from .'Java, Japan, Egypt snd
Tunig, brought the  negro question” to the fore,
though it had not been even contemplated on the
agenda;: and the Congress adopted, with perhaps
less discussion than the subject deserved, a pro-
posal which had already been " mooted for some
months before, to hold a Negroe Congress at Moscow
—something with more real emancipation about it
than any of your Garvey or Dubois Conferences at

| New York, Pagjs, Brussels, or London. What ho!

1 can almost hear the Rand C.I.D. press screaming
about “ Bolshevist emissaries to foment revolution
among kaffirs “-—rather. glaqs-house talk after re-
cent revelations of Britain’s fomenting activities in
Gteece. 1 shall write mqre fully- on the subject an-
other time: meanwhile I venture to think this’ policy

- of bringing the Toilers of Africa (and their American

cousins), as the toilers of the Far East have already
been brought, within the scope of the world revo-

lutionary proletarian mov ement is perhaps the most
piece df new: ground covered, °‘‘ new

as it were, brought in at the.Congress; a -
policy which it will be the task of, among others,
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Undéubtedly the Marxian mantle to-day rests on
Russia, Technically, imdustrially, i most respeets |
> -oultural}, or from .the point of view of ** business

our Party to further to the best of our ability.
THE “ LOOK AT RUSSIA " ARGUMENT.

the Fourth Congress has 'been conducted. Thus, be- | class.

fore -gnything else, party disputes in France, Czecho-

- (JLOSING Tun -RANKS
be |

“lovakia, and other countries have had- to Thus tlw Congress, especially - in * Cowmission, . - K | .
smoothed out; tﬂo ploddmg tactic . of U)L United tlmt l‘s SUb (*ommlttce W 0”{,J de\ OtCS t'llt} utmost at- | (*fh(;](fncy among the most l)u(_kwdrd of huropean | One _,,])Olllt was made by’ more than one loadmg
speaker at the Congress. Trotzky had suggested

tUIl'lOIl t o socurn]n un]ty l[l! eVery COTps and ev ery | lldthllS the Russians are I)Oht]CB”) qllltC the most |

regiment of its polltlcul agny.  The tradition of | enllghl.'ened and advanced. You have only to. com- |

earlier socialists whicli rather welcomed party divi- | pare the intelligence of a well-trained Communist |

sions as *“ healthy ”’ is absolutely barred at Moscow. ] Party member in Russia with the corresponding type |
Splits among class-conscious proletarian parties are | elsewhere; or the keenness of the audience at a
objectively unfounded and cannot-be tolerated. The pollt.wal meeting,” and the high level of subject and

whole weight of the Congress is brought to bear on  treatment 1t exacts in Moscow with, say, that in
-elmunutm" them nroro and more, so that the C.]. | London; the political talk of the man in the work-

may be not meérely a bureau concerned with holdmn shop at Petrograd and; say, at Chicago; the sound

I'ront has had to be sohabunduntly vinditated that |
no leg would be left for doubters to stand on; the
revolutionary movement all over the w or]d has had
to be taught not to look for miracles or wait for
“ Lenin and ‘Trotsky ”’ to descend in a fiery chariot
and bring’ off the revolution like ast air-raid in Ber- |
Jin, London, or-—-—Johannesburg, but to cut the cackle
and get to the ’osses, to redouble local agitation,
propaganda, and organisation, however humdrum,

that whereas Russia suffered AFTER the proletarian
revolution, 1in other LOUIltl‘lES the counter-revolutlon
shows signs of exhausting itself BEFORE the work-
ing class takes power, leaving comparatively smooth
waters for the revolutionary government to sail in
thereafter. Agsain, in reply to those who- point to
the present admittedly poor plight of Russia as a
triumphant warning against Communism, it had
been urged that more advanced countries will avoid

until the majority of the workers, convinced at least annual pitsos, but a- smgle-mmded executive body | clean stuff in “ Pravda ” with the ‘muck of divorce y \
of the falhlrt, of capl(lahsm bC‘COmC dlsposed to fol- oonlductlng the world campalgn contmuouely, dally, | cases, raclng and pohcc news that- gOO‘% 10 ﬁll up | such & phght ensum’gr OIl.tILEIF reyolutlor}‘ | Don to.
Granted, ' be too sure of that,”” said Zinovieff. ‘“ In other

even .Labour papers in other lands. you
| may see half the population still: crossing themselves |

low or at any rate acguiesce in a revolutionary lead. { o) yehalf of all its component parties, and through
~Can we not already trace the first rapid oifle(,ts of them as trusty local weapons. The leading men, for |
~such a policy o the British Parliamentary Labour | ;,,4441ce, have all been busy in committee straight- | whenever they pass within sight of any of Moscow’s

Party—for in. these days you don’t have to P'Ud long ening out tactical discussions in the ranks of one ! 1 600" churches, and inside these you may find men
before you see results? The doctrines of the Fourth | o - party, or within one or-another country,’] @nd Women prostrate on their faces kissing the dirty
Congress have not been new. The I’UTPU“# of the which had been emboldemng thé enemy press to | floor: yet with all that they seem free from those far
Congress has been to get them only more tholough]y baidat that’ in’ those countries at any rate a * Red worse superstitions, the snobbery and =ervility o
applied in practice. Indeed, if all ‘goes. w Oll but afpusk ” had set in. When we. left; these * commis- | rank ” of a nation of shopkeepere, the shame at

critical situation is still: poqtponod ‘it may, be un- sxonw} were succeedlng beyond expectation, largely | being a proletarjan, the petty bourgeois” (and

necessary to hold a Congress every year, CSp&Clﬁ']ly_ owing. to the prestige/ due to the Executive's sound beozors) desire, if not to be taken for lords or mas-

-as the new CODBtlmthﬂ provides for ffC(lUCJlt 11'00t' judgment, as against iocal parties, in the past; e.g., >ters, ‘at least to ape their accent and conventional
ings of an * Enlarged Executive.” - | ~ chaitter, or else the flunkey’s pride in the ou&tmﬂ'

_ | the Italian Maxlmahsts, led by Serrati, now ac-
2 wmg BUSINESb "1’ | socialy hierarchy and accordingly his pride in any

AR orf knpwledged. that they were wrong. and the C.I. right, | 8¢
1 fiave nothmg to repor't then.. in tlu, W ay :)f - in “1920. And in the. same harmonisin splr%t Zino- Wm “gtatioti ~~ therein, Thowever ‘menial, to "Which
timlls g it may have pleased God to “assign him—all these

_f vieff, in his reply to ‘the debate on the Executive’s
You. in South Afnca, with }Our hu';e b | cllaraf,terlstl,cs of millions of tame- Britishers. at any

cral demonstrations of surging hate a amét hour- |- report for. 1921-2, cleared up various, misconceptlons

20018 terror, and wm, 0res§,eu choosmi thiat occa- | on Lhe United Front tactic and “ Workerq Govern- rate (I cannot speak with knowledge of others), they

sion of alF' others tO trim salls havo had IJIOI'G’ OX- | .lneni‘, S]Orran—-ﬂ-lgnc]dew}a]]y (l’lV]]]ﬂ' lla for an hour | of.fend you every: time you walk the etreets of LOH-' |
3 don and sometimes make you half despair of the

citement than we in the Kreulin. To be f&rank it [ or two one of the most masterly, brilliant; rapid-and | " ; Loh _ 1
withal closely woven pieces of logical, critical, prac- | revolution at ** Home ut you find-hardly a trace

countries too the dictatorship of the proletariat may
cause a famine.”” And in his same speech Troteky,
admitiing that ‘“ we have not yet proved by facts
that Socialism is a better economic method than
Capitalism, for Russia is poorer than before the
war and even than before the revolution,”” added:
‘“Revolution as a method of economic transforma-
tion is'a costly affair. The revolutlonary eon-
flicts that entail devastation simmultaneously entail
‘the birth of new epochs "—or rather vice versa.
The conquest .of capitalism is no picnic- anywhere.
To reach the Promised Land even the Choden Race
-eould not avoid forty years in the- wilderness. 1f
would be the worst propaganda to tell the workers
of other countries that they are sure to escape the
sufferings of Russia, and need not fear being called
upon to pass through tortures or make sacrifices
‘perhaps equal to or worse than Russia’s. 8, before they
can deﬁmtely say they have established the New -

‘may be “ subjectivel iquant to hold prdletarian o ) N

conygrosaes mjthe 'I‘syanstl,) gallq of gilt m}ul marble, | tical argument that T for one have ever heard. of them among the masses I Mogeow. - l()rtdc r;’.‘l’.{"l’.“ t th;; vest regu laled hf(;useholds reve-
, . .L , _ : y . _ ation 1“';_ 1kely a ‘‘ gr . affair.”

but ** objectively ’ the Kremlin Palace is not the | THE CHIEFS o MHE *“ NEGRO QUESTION. A SR WOLSAS

It is this greater self leqpect this respect for the

| worknw class and contempt for bourgeoisdom, that |
has® pre-ommently fitted the Russian Labour move-

| ment to _take the leaderehlp of an International
,- Wthh unlike the Second, embraces not only Wes-
“tern Europeans but also Asiatics and Africans. One
of the ¢ diplomatlc trmmphs ' of theé Soviet Govern-
. ment is its success in turning towards itself as de-

| liverér the eyes of all the oppressed, subjected or | .
exploited nationalities of the INast; and correspond- ey or,,__,fmorq convinced than ever of the correctness

.mgly, one of the achievements of the Communist gfn(;gga o)hannesburg banner—* Follow the lead of
JOVIEY . VL | -

tssia.”’
Internatipnal is the formation of Communist Par- | Sl

T - ’ |
ties,. however small, ac companying the swift awak- | P .S.—London, December 14 1 see the “ Times”.
ening of :anti-imperialist and national feeling and | ¢0mes out with a typical story of the train we trav-
the growth of working-class organisation during the elled- by being filled with 70 secret Bolshevik emis-

 1ast iwo ye 0ars. in nearly every country 111 Asia. A saries falsely travelling as dlplomatlo couriers.
permanent Gmmmttee at Moscow dealt wilh ““ Eas. | Seventeen would be nearer the actual number of pas-

tern; and |Colonial questions ” comparatively and | Sengers, and they consisted not of .couriers but of

I see, by the way, that Detectlxe Sir* Paul Dukes

'ideal place. The acoustics are bad; and though it |
calls Zinovieff a * gutter demagogue.” Just the vne

is true-that whatever language happens to*be used |
is foreign to two-thirds of the delegates, nwolunt{ thing he is .4101 Low-grade men- could not filt such

protracted translatlons 11 any Case, .still the whole | p()slt]qns just, as hlah.gﬁade nien could not be 1) the
proceedings would have been more effective|if’ cven | O.I.D. Trotzky (who spoke one day for 7§ hours on

the other one-third could always have heard properly. L end, , made his speech in three lanwuaacs in suec-
As it is, the less powerful factors, being adcommo- cc:asmn) Zinovieft, ‘Bukharin, Radek Tosofsky, and

. ddt(‘d towards the back, have been more or less out of course L(}n]n a]though he was taklnu a lqu 21Cn
~ of ecarghot of the “ tribune.”” Delegates used to fresh | tive part in the (‘ongr"ess this year,. coustitute a

nir. too, would have liked more vcutlldtldn than | buneh of pol;tlcal geniys in‘ comparison with which
| Rihsun ideas of winter perqmtted a defed which | the de]egateo of other countrlcs although includmg

in some circuinstances might have Lonslderable poli- | many -of the leading men in their respective local |
tical importance! Lastly; it would be idle io deny . labour movements will T know readily forgive me |
that Leunin's non-appearance, except. to !lhikt‘ one | for saging they seemed of quite medlocze calibre; g
speech, has had something of a subduing eﬂect even { Big Six or 80, naking it easy to understand why the |

though we all know it must be so. Well, thd enomy Communist Parties of -the world -art not merely con-
may try to make capital out of these det.nls| I u,m | tent  but wolL advised to ‘“take orders from Mos-

see the ‘“ Times.” talking of a “ SD"lth‘SB congress,” | cow,” in other words to elect these great Russians

| dute this article on the day of our departure
from hte only free country in the world, although I
shall post it in Darkest Bourgeoisland. We leave
Moscow, as we expected, with great regrets ‘and
‘strong:‘desires to return some day. And, havmg-‘
learnt: something more than we knew. before of the
grave’ doﬁects under which Soviet Russia is still
‘labouring; we leave feeling more loyal to her than
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“ Third International on its “last legs,” etc. ‘. They | to their Dxebutwe These men, though nearly all | scxentlﬁcally (thouvh a little inclined to premature | ourselves. and other delegates returning from the
are ‘welcome to say the worst, it seems to comiort | Russians, are elected and re-elected by the world universalisatign, & besetting sin and yet virtue of Congress! It 1s amusing to see with your own eyes
' the process "of manufaoturmg lies about Russia!

| Russian political ﬁtudents inherited from days when
all ﬁovolutionaxy pomt had to bo burlod under a

A R R

parties because they are far ‘and away the most able
and trustworﬂhy men 1n the:whole labour movoment _

wf

them. As a matter of fact, the C.I. js rather get-|
ting its proper sea ]ogs for the first hmo WIﬂlOllt
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