The ‘“ Workexs’ Herald,”’ organ of the

natwe Industrial and Commelcml Work-
ers’ Union of . Africa, publishes a message
to the-Conference of that Union from Mr.
H. Sel‘:)y Msimang, now or formerly a:
prominent official of the S.A. Native Con-
gress.and latterly also a frequent writer

- for the Chamber of Mines native paper
* Umteteli Wa Bantu.”” In this message
he warng . his fellow-workers

““mysterious rumour’’ that European
.workers are showing a tendency towards
admitting non-Europeans . into

unions.. “On the contrary, he says, ‘‘white |
Labour has declared an

against a |

their

assistance a new body known - as
White South Africa League,” a peculiar
Ku-Klux-Klan of South Africa.

poeltlon between white and black workers
18 most precanous .

of a non-European organisation .in  the

direction of estabhshlncf .and cementlng -
.Iabonr 1nto our market at a wage far.below

| our standard ’’ with a consequent ‘“influx |
 of redundant labour

| centres which tends to peduce the standard

the dividing line between
black.?’

MAKIN G MATTERS \VORSL

Mr. Msimang is 'no doubt serving the
purposes of the “ Joint Council of Ewgo-
peans and natives,”’ of which he i1s 2 mem-

whlte and

he does by such remarks to malntafn a

‘ precarious po'=1tlon or
war '’ between’ white and .black labour.
We do not minimise in the least the grave
difficulties of inducing white labour recog-
-mtion ‘of, and co-operation with black
labour, But these dlmculges are only

creased by such distorted *‘ warnings
Mr. Msimang.

tween  sections of the subject masses are

22

- difficult enough ~of themselves—for in-
stance, ,look at the complete absence of |

native support for the Indian Class Ar eas | . .
campaign, and of Indian support for any | of Black Trade Unionism,”’ the *“ Work-

of the native crusades—without artificial
difficulties’ being raised, or real ones ex-

aggerated, besides. Even without iguch
difficultiesi rapprochement’ is- seldom spon-
taneous, tlnngs cannot just be ‘‘left to

develop, great ‘unifications need Infinite
‘pains to build them up. |

» WHORE JOB, WHITES’ OR: BLACKS’ !

But more than this.  Mr. Msimang
knows better than he writes. He hunself

a member of the capitalist ‘‘ Joint Coun-
cil,” has also been a party to such pioneer

feelers as. have so far been put forth in the
~direction -of a Lahout Joint Council, which

- have shown bhim that ther ‘5 18 conmderably '

more than just ‘‘ mischievous rumour '’ in

€

the desireon the part of a number of |

enlightened white as well as black workers
for co-operation, and moreover, .that the
successful fulfilment of this des,lre depends |

partly on greater support from the native |
side.

 white workers, and in the]case of certain

‘native leaders, too, attempts to lash them |

into some interest in the sub]ect have .been

vain, there is more money on the C‘ham-
ber’s side!

NATIVE MOVE AWAITED.
Agreed, the white unions are backward,

but are not the native unions equally so!
Which of them has ever attempted an
‘approach to the whité unions (choosing
not just the most reactlonary but the most |
advanced of them) with a view to a~con-
ference on matters of mutual concern,

industrial war
against black labour and has called to its |

‘the |

The |:an easy or pleasant task.”

. And.even if there |

were . signs of goodwﬂl towards us I am;' unionism. it would prove an easier and

afraid it would be only to use the power | '
] complams of on behalf of the native work- i

‘““ industnal

in- |
as
Most rapprochements be-

““ The usual notorious

| evidence everywhere with their servile
| contributions,’’

Indeed the whole maltlatlve in this |

matter has come from the side of the jyhen they ,ahall repent and declare ‘11

THE CHOICE BEFORE N ATIVE LEADERS

common 1nte1est or recipr ocal need for an |’
exchange of fundamental points of view! |

It was easy enough to have a Dutch Re-
formed Church black and white confer-
ence, but the 'same natives who took part
in that jib.at .a black and white labour
conference. If native workers do not want

the help of white workers, let us have no|

whining about-it; but if they do, let them |
in their turn approach the whites instead

of lying on their backs until ‘whites come |

and rouse-them, while some of their lead-

ers make themselves at least as busy as|

white reactionaries in deprecating any-
thmg effectlve being done. |

COME TOGETHER!
Mr. Msimang says ‘“to, organise non-
| European workers in . this count-r§ is not |
Yes, there 1s |
no money in it. But it has'got to be done,
and if it could he assisted b) white trade

pleasanter task. Again, the very evil he

€l's, VIZ

‘“ the introduction of foreign

in the industrial

of pay to a level bordering upon starva-

| tion,””—this 19 just what white workers

her, to quite good effect when he helps, as  too comp lain- of.

- There 18 thus every
reason for the two forces to come together,
and we look to native leaders too to show |

 some initiative in this direction instead of ‘|
 preaching the Chanjber of Mines foul-the-
nest gospel of ‘“ never the twain shall

meet,”’ just as we look to, white workers
to recognise that their future, dark if they
continue isolated, becomes br 1111&1113 as soon |

f

as they will acoepb their mission to lead |

| the entire African Labour movement

white and black, to wvictory.

< JUDAS J OURNALISM RN -
In a leading articler on ‘‘ The Future

ers’ Herald ”’ says: ‘‘ The enemy has hired |

| a. good few of our kith and kin who are in
| desparr,

whom he 6 has supplied{ with |
modern Préso ammunltlon for -the erpose |

| of fighting 'their own, while he enjoys the

spoils of our cheap and abundant labour.’’ |-
‘ good boys’ are in

CERAS another article in the |
same paper, .. ‘‘ The leading splrlt among
these is a weekly journal called ° Umtetel;
Wa Bantu,’ controlled by white -pluto- |
crats, capltahst bourgeoisie of Johannes-
burg. Shady articles, unpardonably de-
void of any clarity of thought, are sent to
it by Judases of our race, which after you

{have read you come to the conclusion that
they are nothing but hypocritical incan- |
| tations to the fetish of white supremacy.” |

““ And the game i up,”’ continues the |
leading article, ‘‘these disgruntled men
are now bemg discredited ;by their< own,

and behold, we may soon wit>~ss the day

have betrayed an innocent man ’.”’
- Mr. Msimang says in his message, ‘‘ I

am ready to offer you my co-operation, or |
if need be, to stand aside and open a wider
 field for those of you who may he en-
1trusted with the noble task of brmo*mcf.
jabout the coming together of all clasues '
| of ]abour imtc - one c>"reat homogeneous
whole.’

Well, the test for this Sk {n Fhigt thame

entrueted with it cannot serve two masters, -
the Chamber of Mmcs and the workera

SPB




