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Russia is ago
" Revolution andj
the Fourth Congress. of the Uommumet International.
For both are national events not

but landmarks in the listory of the country’s eman-
_cipation. And not Russia’s alone.

sense of their posmon in the world. Political meéet-

~ings, private discussions, newspapers, all deal with Padvance .on previous

They |

the *‘-outside world ”’. as their own world.
have - become mternatwnahsts not like the English
who assume a God-given comndand over *f othcr na-
tions,”” .nor yet like “bourgeois ‘“ good FEuropeans,

but as pioneers of the mternatlondl revolution for‘

the liberation of mankind. And so even the internal

nomic policy,”. or the suppression of bribery, be-

as, say, the control of the Straits or the British elec-

tions: while on the other hand the conditions of|
7 The |

foreign States are treated like ‘‘ home affairs..
- Russians to-day are mternatlonal polltmans by se-
cond nature. They fove Russia, but to raise their
enthiusiasm an orator must-talk to them about the

whole world. 1Indeed,
tention to a forelgner than to ‘their own ]H‘Opl(*

hAST M EETb W P,zfv'l

With a full sense of co.-.-,mopohtum-:m then,
twin upltals Petrograd antd Moscow, do honour at
“onee to their own people and te the delegates of the

world proletarian advance gudrd Every day dele-

cates nave been pouring in. About. 350 are “here,
irom -2 countries; not so manx delegates as last

vear, but as regards place of grigin more catholic
than ever. There is hardly a cqutry in the atlas
but 1s rcpresented here, directly or mdlrect]y, by a
dele ate legally or “ 1llega}h " with a babel of
tongLues - thut. somehuvs manages to “get mterprcttd
into either French, German, E nglleh or Russian,
the four languages prevailing in the .Commintern.
Perhaps the -most: nétable absentee here is our own
‘continent -of Africa, except. the extreme North and
South.
lurkey through Persia, India, Dutch Indies
China to Japan, are amply and very ably represented
here, and have so far, 1 think, held the most live
and scrious meetings of any group, also calhing forth

in the etreots and among the- studente and Uthl‘l |

Oricntals _sojourning here tlic areatest | demongtra- |
especinlly in cHn-

tions of sympithy and support,
nection with the struggle for the liberation of Con-
ntm;hnople and' the: Btraits from Western fmperial-
isnff-the nflagses of .Africa, on the other hand, are
necessarily liable to be ignored, for they have no-
thing to show for themselves, and are represented
only by my one. ‘ consultatw " yote for the Com-
munist Party of South Africa, as (,(-mpared with
‘“ decisive’’ votes allotted as: follows, for example:
Russia 6, (Jermany and France 50 each, Eng]and 30,
and so on (for, alas, Ivoﬁ Jones is still away, thouglt
picking up- wonderfully in the Crimea: and now .at
‘the last moment even ‘my co—delegate must. ])L‘lfU]‘CC‘
owing to a. health breakdown, miss ‘the Congress
she came these many thousand miles for, leaving nie
like Orpheus without Eurydlce) "The American. ne-
croes for their part have two repreaentatlves here:
one, an unofficial visitor, is Claude Mackay, a negro

journalist .who has written some fine revolutionary

poems, some of w hich have been. published in the
o Internatlonal . He- was the first negro to cnter
Russia since the -Revolution. 1t is good to find his’

views on ‘ black and white ”’ problems aﬂreelﬁv in
the main with our... | P _

: 'THE CON()RE S OPEN >

The Con"ress opened first on November 4.
6, at Pctrograd,

~and
to mld from \\}uch the, d¢ ]egates

S e .y i -l e O il o il
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with the F:it,h Annnersazy of her
cdmcldmg w,lth it, the opening of

mere affairs of
<« one section of socwty,” as bourgems peOple say, |

- One effect of tlie.
Revolution has been to give the people a very lively |

| progress. _
} with symboheal plctl ‘es in “that curious art style}
* 1 of which speumens have before now reached South
| Africa (I last saw them at Marshall Square) bedeck
| | the public buildings,
"affairs of Russia, like the food’ tax, the ¢ new tco- |
} —shopkécpers,
come matters of world importy and are discuszed |
in the same spirit and ‘bréath and by the sanre people

| brated like Christmas,

it is said' they- pay morce al-'|

the

| ably well c¢lad and cared for;.
 of caste
| hardly tell which are the® officers,
by TrOtsky and a *couple of foreign delegates, Trotsky

 (Kamey
as  rellefs) fraternal
| slogans 1o cach unit by name as it swings past, al-
 ways ending up. with a . ‘“ Hurrah ™

Thus, w hile all the nations of the I“;d‘)t "from-
and

1 cnuse he

| ,mternatlonal

display
ess101.
followe
say,
that, 18
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A NATION S CHEERS

‘i
|

were wnveyed by spaeial trainsy Tlpey we?e wCl

- eomed théte with ma nificently: enthusmsme work- §
f ers’ demon.strautlons and a feview of. trOOpe and were |
 told- off to address a huI}dxed workers ‘meetings held

-throuvhout the ‘district: in celebration of the double

occasion. But Moscow is not. to be outdone

anniversary weather wlmh
Trotsky suggestédd, niight be significant of political
Streets are c;wept clean pf mud -Banners,

and cven the “N.EP.
(bourgeois products of the ““ new C’LOHOHH(, pohc}

ete.) display Marx?

windows, like Johannesburg tradesmen f 6 (losnw 1. |

sympathy witly the strikers 7 or dlapldvnw Citizins’

 Alliance cards, according to whic¢h side 1s uppermoet

The newspapers come out:with big special editions.
At -night the town is illuminated. The feast 1s -cele-
But there is niore than

| Christtmas cheer going to-dny{ It is not Christ’s but |
| the wor kers' birthday. Let _us See how it is cele-
brated - by the Soviet (Jovelmnent
o THE RED “\QUAR]

e ¢0 to the Red ~':qu:).{‘)e

view of sonie 30,000 truops of all arms. The soldiers,
who marched barefoot in 1920,
nor.is there d trace
ranks,

¢ comml ssmned ’?

in the

own from the “Tribune’' and, standing. at
saluting post,” shouts with his powerful voice

COMOS
the *°
d nd

revolutionary glectm"%

to. which the
ranks re&;pon(l with a hearty - cheér.
comradely , atmosphere with the stiff pomp and sil-

ence of a capitalist review, with hard-faced feathered : more than anyone else feel the injustice of N.I.P.-

1 field-marshalg condescendmély lookmﬂ' down from |
mechanical slaves |

horseback on tlieir militarised
who “ about to dic, salute them.” Sowmchow i this
llll]ltd!y display at Moscow there scems no mili-
tarism, because there is no ‘ruling class fors which
these soldiers are to fight, thby arc only out to fight
q"amst, all ruling classes *

)

Why do_they (,hecr3 T hev (,he(‘r it mt.sk\ enlv be

btands for them,” not thoy for him. -
cheer as conscious fighters for the workers, and the |
workers at that,.

politically " for their class in all lands.

Where. else in the world is there.a national fes-
tival in honour of the
of ‘theyday they kicked their masters out? What
other g,,overnment treats their cause as ofﬁcm]lv md

excluswely its own?’

5 WORI\ERS bAT’lALIO\S

“ Oh, but,” the critics will say, ‘“ it is easy enough
for a government to order out the troops, tell them

to cheer and then eall that a great demonstration

in favg + of the Government 7 Wait a blt | .
‘The 4rmy review Pegan at’ 10.30 a.m.. hut the |
march ast-was not over until 7 p.mn. The ﬁ%lhtaw

Was completely eclipsed by a, civilian pro-
Where else in the world is an"army review

up by a march of workers, as mugh-as to.
e are with them and they with us”? But;

what happened here The publlc hollda)“

€&

a2 aclipe

| men L were crowded- with onlookers.

t Hhe - { late
picture In the n'_-; you can’t make cheer against their will.
 nothing of the compulsory branch or shop committee
| meeting about this gathering.
| mass support of the Government which we got from
| the “ Youth "
| tiplied tenfold this time.
| en lie low, and even’ labour ‘“ uppositionists
ete.—are snowed under.
and shown up as, after all, only a minor guautity.

' The *“ Times

where the delegates and |

| -deserves.
(ommmtem ufﬁua]s from a platform withess. o re-

 eround hour after hour to the end
"pr()l(}tdl‘ldll as they had donv the nufitary units, and

to-day look remark- |

you c¢an |
After speeches

3 & ’ 1 3} 3y l’ 1111 |
eff and Lunacharsky also taking their_ t to trudge miles

 people are living in (,rowded quarters oIl puor’ ra-
tions, at wages

Contrast tlas

Thvy' i fable but why? We must answer in tln% way.

‘the Russian workers’ ]ustory and blood there 1s a
They cheer becauge |
they feel they are. helping to push. things forwar d
They cheer
'sp_(mtaneously,' without' admiring crowds {o stimulare:
them, foi‘ the Square is clear, the ‘‘ civilians’ ”’ turn,
“comes later. ' S ) | won

workers and in perpetuation

t as such.
- missus
| nation which holds them subjected,

look upon as a home of the devil.
Moscow cheer because they have no more masters.
They are - equal asmong firsts,.

h—--ﬁ-i—ﬂ-r—-—-———-ml--—r—+ =~

By S P BUNTIBG

w..l,s taken advant&ge of by the masses of Moscow,
not to go to the Zoo or to fhe pubs, buf'to march past |
m then turn, orvganised lr& factory group after factory

its banner and streamers, -and always w ith

bands playing, and including many woimen and scime |

Half a million must have filed

- by.. thousands were still outside the Square waiting
their {urn when darkness fell, and beguiled the de-

fay with songs.
The whole public V

 out, not as spectators but as actors .in the great
 show, though even then the pavements en route

Big demonstrations
but vou‘can’t manipu- |
them at any rate
There 18

are no doubt Russia’s forte;
the entire public like this:.

The impreéssion of

demonstratioh in September was mul-
- On days like this N.E.P.-

friendly- grousers at N.E.P.,

» will ridicule the whole affair: well,
I have already written what eredence the ** Times

Trotsky and his usmmfea stgod their
aiecting all the

)

with the same response. It was a slght and a sound
- to take oune’s breath AW8Y.

WHY DO THEY CHLER

Aﬂ'a,m we ask, why do these people t.ome out !
their hundreds of thousands to * salute the happy
anorn,” and wait all the cold day for & chance to

do-it? There is no king or queen in a golden crown
for a sight or a sméll of.  These

still belox\ pre-war, with the rouble
down again and prices consequently rising (though

wage ad;ustmente do follow here); their living stan-

dard is still mlserable ~and it is the workers who

short. Why, then, do they cheer? 1 can hear them
still cheering as they go home at half-past one at
night. It is not hero:worship for Trotsky, for ‘as
often as not they turned their eyes away from him
and up to the. tribine where some of the stmngers
! stood, delegates from ** furrin parts.”” No, it is the

Soviet. Government <that 1s popular cven  nnpreg-
In

“real ”’ i1dealism that we in  Anglo-Saxon

peoples.
diate*-fleshpots,

Imniss

though they hope and expect 1m-

| provement will come there too, but of the political.

already
attack

gocial and-economic emancipation they have
and held these five years against all

'A FREE PhOPLT

‘ The'v have been converted from Mmere ub]ﬂeta of
gov‘ermnent‘ » said Zinovieff. at. Petrograd, ‘‘ into ac-
tive creators of the State.”” .One thinks of our South

| African natives, whom an appeal to unite just for

more scoff or better condmons will often leave
cold, they are not g0 mterested in their wage slavery
But. take away their boss (yes,

too), take away the white caste domi-
take- away the

L

| perpetual dlqcrlmmatmg social and political degra-
| dation and inferiority they groan under, and sec
| how they will cheer!

So in #Moscow—which our
“credulous native leaders are taught or corrupted to
The workers of
old

to reverse the

iy Yl AT - (e g i T o A

of Moscow scemed to turn]

lus was ﬂll%

L 1T |

{the delegates.
Ibut he is evidently holding himself in reserve. Rus-

ltionary veterans, though no longer directly in the
men coining money while they themselves still go|

They are thinking not just of -their imme-

and .their |

phrase. Their exploiting‘claSB 'except for those un-
eveldably readmitted under the new economic. polxcy '
which all hope will be shortlived, is “banished or

group branch after branéh union after union, each declassed for ever. They know that, whatever thelr

;va:tll
" The |

'counter-revolutwnarles were surely praying . for al

rainy, ;’nmddy or snowy Seventh, but to their chagrin ,Chlldren alk-in step.

a fine ‘and frosty monEmv greets’ the anniversary, an

hardshlps ‘still, it is a choice between Back to Capi-
talism and Forward to Commumam, and they choose
to go forward, m.th a great maplratlon and faith
that .they are ever moving towards better things, a

belief in their mission as a class, as. pioneers,’ “and

not for Russia only but for the whole world-~and so

their bugbears, their “ Guy Fawkes ’ effigies in the
processmn are not local enemles as they might be

lin England or South Africa (e.g., Smuts), but the

international enemies of the working class, ty pified
by Poincare, " Lloyd-George, and—the Second Inter-

national, a top- thatted figure riding aetnde a cap-

sized - boat! The .message theit cheers conveyed to
“« We are not all Communists, though
most of us have some connection with the Com-
munist Party. But we all remember what millions
of our people have died for, and we are determined
not, to let go of any of the gains they won, but to
 stand fast,” as our banners say, ‘ by our Soviets,
the organs of proletarlan dictatorship.” We defy
the world robbers to rob us of them. We have led
the way; now we cheer on the workers of other
lands, represented by you delegates on that tnbune '
to” follow up our first success in the Great War.”
That is everywhere-the ery in Russia: ‘“ When are

'you workers in other countries gomv to do your

bit#"
THE GLOVES OFF.

In the evening the huge Opera House. was packed
at a meeting held by the Moscow Soviet to welcome
Everyone expected Lenin to appear,

sian speakers included President Kalinin, Kameneff
(not hoarse yet), Zinoviefi and Radek (who looks like
Methodist old Daniel Quorm); from other countnes,
Clara Zetkin, Bordiga, Murphy of the-English Party,
and many others. One could not help feeling that,

although speakers fresh from the latest and hottest
fronts ought to be the best, yet the Russian revolu-

fray, have not got soft but still present the best com-
bination of proletarian fire and sound commmonsense,
and that the further away you get from them the.
more you are liable to be put off with either mere
hot air or, worse still, an imitation of the ‘ weighty

tand statesmanhke vtterances >’ of heavy capltahst’

i rhetorie.
| plenty who would have been Lleyd-Georges or

No doubt the working class has men n

Smutses if they . had been brought up-or bought up,
like those * great men,” to serveg. Mammon: but as
it is there is no need to ape their style. The prole-
tarian revolution is a rough and tumble affair, not
a job for ‘ gentlemien,” still less for namby-pamby |
pacifists or Ncnconformist conscience men afraid to
hurt Fat’s tender skin, least of all for a class of

‘| warkers who, as 1n Enghsh-speakmg countnes (and

hardly anywhere else), for snobbery’s or respecta-
bility's sake deliberately vote for an gvowed enemy
of their class, a Tory or a boss or a landlord, and
when he shoots them down, go and do it agsain.

Maxim Gorky, sulking again at something,” has
started abusing his own people as cruel. Well; they

are not kid-gloved, that is why they could " carry
through their revolution; and the eXpenence has
hardened their hearts a bit more. They have been

| through so much that life and death are no. longer

so great matters of life and death to them, A sleep-

{less enemy has made and is making them undergo

untold hardships and sacrifices. They  have borne

| these for the cause: but by God, they are not going

1to spare the enemy in his turn merely for Iear ot
inflicting hardship and sacnﬁce on him!

Moscow, November 7th, 1929,




