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The Russian.. Drama; 

Some Facts and Personal ities. • 
'\ 

.In our note 06. the Rut1sian Ca·binet. 
lu1 issue . " e made the error of referr­
ing to a bourgeois ,Jnajority in. , the 
Russian Mlhistry. After the resigna­
tion. of Lvoff and the other bourgeois 
Ministers _ the position rather seems to 
be that the Socialists are in sole pos· , 
session . The dictatorship of the Coun­
eil of Workmen has so aroused the 
misgivings of the bourgeoisie that 
they have either been forced to resign , 
or have done so as a move in the game 
to place the Soc!a�ists _ in the i�pi:s­
eible job of administering capital!st 
soeiety while at the same time reh'!in-
ing their class loyalt,y . 

The Socialists do not want to be re­
sponsible ( for the Political St�te , es­
pecially at _a time wJien that State �as 
piled up . pverwhelming _world _ �!de, 
disasters , until they are in· a position' 
to destroy that Political State in step 
with the world wide movement of the 
working-class.  The .Russian ·  workmen 

· are waiting on · us ! 
• 4t • • 

Capitalist development, that is> the
development of the large industry , is
backward in Russia . This. is the weak
poin t fo the Socialist posihon.  But the
peasant class have been prepared and ·
enlightenad" €to an exilenVunknown- iri 
any other' �ount.ry . This is the compen­
sating advantage . Whether the large
industry wit! grow by free exchang-€

• under the joint poJititcal con trol of,
Capitalists and Socia fots or under the 
method of State · Socialism and Land

. Co-opera.tives, the results - of th e forth­
eoming general election a lone can· tell .

• • iii •

Dr. Sarolea of Glasgow University, 
writing from the . bourgeois point of 
view, marvels at , the restraint and 
magnanimity of the Russian Wark­
men when · they had the power to 
wreak wholesale revenge on their per­
seoutoi-11, perpetrators of decades of in­
tolerable wrongs. Of the 2 ,000 cas­
ualties in th e Revolution,  the big n111· 
jority werA df the people. Compua­
tive-ly few poltoe '-w ere killed . ,· Now, 
however, wfien the bourgeoisie and 
their• regiments on the Eastern front 
have it in their .power, the "agit11.tors " 
11,nd SocialL.,t soldiers, are executed 
a.nd slaughtered down by the hundred ,  
,ind the Capitalist Pres11 g1oats over i t ,  
That is whv th� Socialist movement 
dare not look b�.ck in Russia . As in 
1848, a�  in the Paris Commune of 
187l , let the bo'..lrgeoisie ,  its !JOU} 
athirst • for nrofit :� ;  but have one · 
chan ce. and the blood Jf the RuMian
Workmen will -flow in . rrents such a .s 
!ire unparalleled ev,en by the horrors of 
this un:rara.lleled war, 

. • . .... _,.

,A.nd now about the Soch1list· Minis­
ters . .  · Skobelov we · a ll kT'.oW, He will 
.meet t.he ,levil ci;r his. i?rapdmotber in 
order tp rl'!store jhe International .  . Ile 
i"' in oliarge o,f ry�ts and Tel.egra.phs: 
T,9eretelli, itl}pther MiniBte.t, - hae- _ the_ 

1. following words to_ -nie credit w hi� 
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show how he regards his Ministerial , 
fupction . They were deliver�d to the 
Copncil of Workmen, and much ap­
plauded.  

;' . "The present ReY.olution formed 
& stage towards, a Social Revoluti�n , 
and it was the task of the proletariat 
f,o guide it in this direction . The 

• army . of Revolutionaries must be
able to control the Provisiona,l Gov­
ernment in order that such meas­
ures may . be enforced as the ' eight 
hour day, the redistribution of the 
land among the peasants, and the 
constitution. of a Repre!!entabve As­
sem bly, which will declare a demo� 
oratic Renublic and confirm all t.he 
09,nquesn "of the Revolution . "  

• • 
• * • • 

Then there is Tchernofi. The Cadets 
and other bourgeois parties are hot 
after this man ' s  blood. They refuse 
to have anvthing to do. with the Gov­
ernment, until he is out of it. He is 
Minister of Agric11{ture . We recog­
n ise this comrade as  Cerpov, descrihe<l. 
by ' 'Avanti ', '  i as  ]Pader of the Socia l- · 
i;t Revolutionary Party , t.hnt  is ,  th e 
part-v of the revolutionary peasant.q . 
Vi!dor Tchernoff has  been "t,he prin­
cipal promotor of the most �xtrE>mP 
n n-rnriari nolicv : - of  the Socialisation of 
lf�n d ,  the· exp.roprintion without. in ­
<lemnity of lnrge or me<lium-�ized pro· 

• pertiei< and th e assignment of all cul­
tivated ln nds to the workern a lone . "
No wonder t.lwy wan t his blood ! 

'Ichernoff: l ike Skob<'lov nnd  Tsere­
telli , is a convinced intern ation a list,
\hdeed , took part, in  the ZimrnPrwald
Con ferenee .  "Trl10r1 1 off ,bc [ iP \·es  rn
the  'l"l' ide erlnca tirn of the masses in
citv , and  coiln trv on Socia!i :; t  l inr,s ;
an ;l he ron .sirl er.� that  the e n d  of .• th e
war must initiate a new era of politi.
cal  and  social revolution throughout
Europe . "  • • • ii'

'l'hese are the men in coatrol : We,
can ·· only gather th at  the. wholesale
massacre of . the reyolutionary . wo,-rl�­
men at th e front is th e work of tlie
Pre�11 Bureau, or wili have to be ,stern ­
lv acc:mn£ed for to the CounciI of
W"arkmen . Wh1tt imperishable deed�
of workin g-·cl n ss heroism m ust not be
written of  in Russia when the wiorkers
finally triumph . � 

. .. . . 
And what about, Lenin , who i" de­

picted asc. a fugitive . from justice , ,  and
ll pro-German s-pv . Pass the salt . A
R ussian Socialist paper in Paris has
this a bout him :-

"Re is renresented as  a new man , 
�udden lv risen to the surface, while 
in realit, he i i bet.t�r known in Ru .0• 

sia than - ,Tn1 e s  GueRde in Fra n ce .  Re 
began his militant l i fe in mm . . . .

He org-anisen the "U nicn of libera-
• tion of the Working C1 n ss . "  ·It was
he who wrote the valuable work , 
"The Evolution of , Canitalism in
Russin . "  Fro-ri1 1903 h e �as the un­
disputed . leader of that. tenden,-.v  of
Russi an  Marxism kno wn as  "fiol s­
pevism . "  Lenin has bPh in cl him 2ii
yea.rs of la br,ur ,  self-denia l  and
�trug-gle against opptession . . . ,
Lenin is n. revolution ary. . . . . who
goes to the very encl nr1 1l "  doe."I not
stop half way . . .  He h111; an· iron
oliaracter, and i11 a borli. leader o'f
men . "

• 
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" Our Fel low Workers: 
the Natives." . 

Cha11. Dones, of the Management 
Committee , disconrsed . last Sunday t.o ,  
good effect at the Trades Hall o n  the 
above topic. The speaker, following 
the lines now made familiar in the 
"International , " added a good deal of 
original form . and illustration of hie 
own . "Organise and educ·ate" is a 
more practical thing applied to natives 
than to white workers iin South L.\.frica. 
At the ·very first of a series of gather­
ings , of. natives tq l;tud:v th e working- • 
class movement the point was ·seized : 
asked what they wanted , they replied 
"Si funa Yonke"-"we w ant every­
thini? . "  What White TT nion ever 
aim�d so hin-h or so true ? r',Tim Six• . 
pence to tC'i" in deed ! Why plenty of 
J ohan neshu rg 11 0sts wonlrl never ask 
a sing-le one of that  (white) rm dience 
to tea : everv man · in the audience it. 
self c a n  think of nlentv of whit.es he 
would not a sk to· tea ;° but few are 
a-hov(' askin g- .Tim Sixr,ence tD bring
them tea  in to  tht'ir lwdroo:rrrn. ! As for
"education , "  the hl arks witl1out i\
have n bt'tt,;r' ehn ncf' d u-rirnin n- essen­
tia ls  thn n th<'  ,vhites with it: To un der-­
�tn n d  the SNVi1 f' nosit01,. of vour cl as�
�h ows more n'n l  e�lnrn tion t 1i'a n a ll the
cla s�ics and  rn nth Pmatic � .  The T . S .L .
cnull un fortuh ntrl v n ot tn ke thp  cre­
d i t  of h avin g in ,-.itpr] ':nrrv ' s · native�
to strik" , but w h o  s n i rl Ger.m a n  !"!old ?
Cnm , Dnn ps '  first apn,-.arn n ce shonld
u, ,-.011rn g-p him to mai, P  a n carh - rean­
pearance . ·s . P . B .

The Conf ere nee 

Social. 

A SOCIAL EVENING 
wi l l  be held at 

Prof. WEST ' S Academy, 
Pritch ard Street, 

rm Salltrda,11 Eveni11_q, A u.l/ust I/ti,• 
at 8 -fun .  

T o  welcome t h e  Delegate• t o  the 

Special Conference. 
Admission free . 

All  Internationals are cordially in vited. 
Son g�, Short Address, etc. 

Box 2659. • Phone 4521.

J. BACHARACH.

Tradesmen's and Commercial 
Books kept. 

Balance Sheets D�awn. 

Income Tax Returns Prepared, 
84/97 

T'ri nted by the U. P. & P. Co. , Ltd . 
for the I .S .L.  Bpx 4179,  Johannesburg 


