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“After the War m--Attother A/spect

5
H

Last ]anuary Mr, Schlestnger chairman of the African
Theatres Frust promised Comrades W.H. Andrews, Sﬁ’\I Pettersen
and myself the use of lhe Tivoli Theatre for the Johannesburg IS.L.

meetings on-Sunday nights, as svon as the then occupants (some
spiritualists) should cease to meet there. When they did cease, the

~ S.A. Labour Party stepped in to the exclusmn of the.I.S.L.
A few weeks ago the Labour Party meetings fizzled out.
The coast being then ciear [ saw Mr. Schlesinger again,and claimed
fulfilment of his promilse. to which be replied that he had no objec-
tion, and I had better make arrangements with his manager. As a
. result the theatre was pomt blank refused‘to us. “Wedid not mind
the Labour Party’s mttk and water (which however the public did not
want) but we are afratd of you,.even though you could pack the hall
 twice OVer. AFTER THE WAR you may hold meetmgs to your hearts -

conteut but not now’ _
- Some of our dwn propagandists have sometrmes dropped

into the same strain. they say, “but

1“We may be unpopular now™

our time is coming. Alfter the war there wrll’ be a btg revulsron in
| -our favour. We shall capture seats and rlde on the crest of the
- wave to victory.” " o !

- Thereis danger in the comcndence of these antrcnpattons -

It after tf(e war our propaganda 1S gomg to be such asfhe 'lrust will |
view with equammtty, theu look out. The lrust ltves on the “bobs a
of the publtc but suppose the publto took a r@ally Socraltst turn,
‘what would the Trust’s ‘attitude to it be then ? Does anyone think
it would dare to side with the p.ubhc and defy the top capitalist po- |
wer to tvhich every such 'COrporationﬁis more beholden even than to
the publlc? That is not our expertence of Beelzebub.
| - Evidently that manager concewes that all our ginger is just
War-on “War pacifism Whlch we shall have to drop when, peace 1S
srgned to relapse into “asses-milk-cum-water.” Please o d he is
wrong, !but let us beware of i tmagmtng the same vam thtng, or even

~partof tt oursel ves. .
What effcct the war will ultimately have on the mind of the

workmgclass none can say : but we can say that the Labour move- _
ment Will be as futile as in the past unless it becomes unblushmgly '
class consc1ous, revoluttonary, and also organised to the teeth, as it '
never dreamt of being before. ‘Toexpect any good merely from ‘as
in 1913-14, only better is-to ignore the stupendous ]esson of the war.
- Our strtkes certainly did open men 's eyes in South Africa three years

. ago, butt not wide enough.  Had they then grasped thé® full trdth
‘this Wati would have multiplied the-advance then made by as much :

‘as its Zofooo.ooo victims exceed the 200 of July 5, for the force at
But instead, eyes have been closed again, aud

work was the same.

the revulsmn will, in the nature of thlngs, not be phenomena]

sense of powcr. Iudtgnatlon there. will be, a huge barrrcadmg mob
perhaps, but it will be our rum if we are content to ride on it instead
of educating and orgamsmg it on unﬂmchmg, uncompromlsmg So-
c1altst lthes, teeth clenched, —and zrrespecfwe of race, creed - or colour.

~  The capttahst class will not sit still and trust to weathermg
the revuiston, it will be unprecedently busy srde-trackmg it. Our
career must be one of eternal oppomtrou, endless Dbattle, perpetual'
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“‘unpopularity’ as the word is now used, i.e. hostility, and distasteful-

ness, to the ruling class with all its vast following. We shall not
- get the Tivoli nor romp into Parliament, nor pal up again with the
S.A.L. P, “after the war.”” If we do, it will be at our peril, for it will

. mean glozmg over the virile, trenchant, transcendent, and still gene-

rally unfamiliar truths and principles more brutally unmasked, more
tmperattve]y forced on the workmgclass by this war, than ever be-
fore; and of such glozing 1< not the SOCla]tst ReVOIUUOH Let us ex-
pect not peace but a sword *‘after the war.’ |

S.P.B.

Five Souls.

W. N. EWER. Reprinted in The Labour Leader.
First Soul.

I'was a peasant of the Polish plain; _

I left my plough because the message ran:—
Russia, in danger, needed every man
'1:‘0 save her from the Teuton; and was slain.
T gave my life for freedom— This.I Fnow.
bor those who bade me fight had told me so.

' Sec'Ond Soul. o

I wasa Tyrolese a mountaineer:
1 gladly left my mountain home to ﬁOht

~ Agaiost the brutal, treacherous Muscovite;
And died 1n Poland on a Cossack spear _ .

I gave my life for freedom— This [ knotw:
For those who bade me figit had told e so.

Thtrd Sou]

I worked in Lyons at my weaver'’s loom,
W hen suddenly the Prussian despot hurled

" His felon blow at France and at theé world:
Th'en went I forth to Belgium and my doom.
I gave my Izje Jor freedom-—-T ais I know:
'For those fwlzo bade me fight had told me so.

. Fourth Soul.

I owned a vineyard by the wooded Main,
Until the Fathexland, begirt hy foes
Lusting her downfall, called me, and I rose
Swift to the call—and died in fair Lorraine.
I gave my life for freedom— This I know:
For those who bade me fiight had told me so.

F_ifth Soul. -

- 1 worked in a great shipyard by the Clyde,
There came a sudden werd of wars declared,
- Of Be]gium; peaceful, helpless, unprepared,
' Asking our aid, I joined the ranks, and died.
' I gave my life for freedom~— This I know:

Hor those wko bade me ﬁght izad told me so.
|
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