' JPURING -the .1963 session of ‘the

liament, the ‘Minister . of Justice,

all'White South African- Par-

-which could be of use in furthering -

B. 7. Vorster; ‘an open admirer. of

Nazism and ex war-time infeinee,
piloted ‘through the House of Gerie-
ral Améndment Bill which put:-an
end to-the tule of law, such as-it
was, in ‘South’ Africa. o

" Among other provisions the Act
enabled’ the . Governiment to conti~

or “obtained any informiation from. -

4 source ‘outside the -Republic” - . ;

‘the achievements of any of the aims

“of communism, :

This clause was made! retrospec- ~

“'tive to July, 1950, the. year in which -

nue the defention in prison :after.

the -expiry of his sentence of any

-person convicted under the Suppres- .

- sion ‘of Communism ‘Act, the Public
Safety: Act, - the Criminal. Law

Amendment Act of 1953 (outlawing .
passive resistance), -the - Riotous

Assemblies Act or the Sabotdge Act,
if the Minister- was ,satisfied . that

the Suppression of ‘Communism. Act
-~ camie into force, so that!the death

penalty could be imposed for acts

which were not crimes at the time = -

they were committed.

But undoubtedly the::most sini- - .

ster clause of all was that enabling

any ‘police officer without ‘warrant .
to "arrest any ‘person -whom he ‘sus-

pects of ‘having -committed ‘ or" in-

tending to -commit ‘amy:: offence .
aunder ‘the “Suppression -of Commu- " -

_nism Act or the Unlawful Organi-: . i

N

the prisoner. on release, was likely
‘to-*advocate, “advise,  defend or en-

courage ‘the .achievement of any of

the aims of' Communism. ~ -
“THIS SIDE OF ETERNITY”
" The Minister a‘dniitte_d.thatthiﬁ :

clause was specially aimed in the
first place at the continued -deten-
tion -of Robert Sobukwe, former
leader of the Pan--Africanist Con=
gress, who was due to be released

sation Act (outlawing " the Affican
. National Congress and ‘the . Pan-

Africanist “Congress) or, the “offence:

‘of sabotage. ‘and. cause-him ‘to -be

" detained " for interrogation: in “any:

place for up to-90 days. No person -

" save a magistrate shall have access

from prisen after the expiry-of.a’

. three-year - sentence for. incitement .

arising from: the P.A.C. anti-pass
" campaign of 1960. -But of -course
any other political” prisoner could
be: affected. Those so. held, said the

Minister, could expect release “this’

side-of -eternity”. . .
A minimum of five years-impri-
sonment and a ‘maximum of death
_was provided for anybody-advoca-
ting the use of force to bring about
any political, industrial, social or
econoniic change in South’ Africa
. with the co-operation of: any foreign

government or body, or who under- -
went ‘training-outside South Africa -

to 'such person and no:-court shall

have jurisdiction to -order his re- |

lease. -~ .,

The Bill was rushed through Par-
fiament with-almost indecent haste,
and such was the .atmosphere of

the time that the official opposition.-

was -stampeded into . supporting. the
Government -on this. issue and- only
one M.P,, Mrs. Helen Suzman, of
the Progressive Party, had the cou-
rage to.vote against it.- )
" The Act was passed ostensibly to
give ‘the Government powers to de
_with the organisation Poqo, belie-
ved to be'the tnderground wing of
the PAC, which had been responsi-
.ble for the. Pearl riots in Novem-
ber 1962 .and the - Bashee ~River
bridge murder in - February 1963;
and in-fact the legislation had been
framed:on the receipt by the-go-
vernment -of -an interim report by

i

.. The -90-day “
confidence trick perpetrated on Par- -1 . .
liament -by a Minister who had
_another target in mind—the mem-.

_macy.

overthrow :the
in 1963. = -

no-trial Act was a

‘bers and: supporters of the Congress
Movement in South Africa whom
he regarded. as a more - Serious
threat to the future of White supre-

 According to. figures released by

the Minister :of Justice on Novem- -

»the” judge inquiring into -the. Pearl -
_riots'. who- ‘considered’ emergency
legislation .necessary to- deal with.
" ‘Poqo, which he alleged aimed o
-Government by force

ber 8, 1963, a total of 544 had been

detained under the 90-day no-trial

‘clause since the Act was passed.

“They have almost all been mem-

“bers of the African National Con-:
-gress, the S.A. Congrgss of . Trade

Unions, the Coloured People’s. Con-
gress, the Congress of Democrats
and. the:Indian Congress.

All '99-day detainees- have -been
subjected to. intolerable mental tor-
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- " Mangaliso Sobukwe
South ‘African nationalist leader
. . . i

+
|

ture in the form of solitary confine-

- materials or

>

- ment with only half-hour each day"

. for exercise, day after’'iday, week
~-after week, denied books or writing

any formn of -human

contact.
Left alone in their cells ‘with
nothing to do .oi to occupy. them-

"selves with, they have been subjec-
ted to interrogation by the Special -

Branch at intervals.’ If ‘they refuse

- to -answer questions or do not ans--
wer to the satisfaction of the police,

they are left alone again, sometimes

for weeks ‘on end. They inay not

consult a -lawyér and ;warders have

been instructed’ not:to talk-to them.
: . N .l : .
Conditions in the. jails and police

cells ‘where the detainees are held
are: appalling. A report has been
smuggled out-of one of the main

. police cells where many people are

being held that conditions are deto-
*: riorating fast. The food is shocking,
- -prisoners get three meals a day of
hard porridge and in this particular -
_.police station they may get meat
once a week, but no fruit or vege-

* tables at all. ~ |

- At _another police station where
a num®er of youths were arrested
for interrogation in connection with

" Poqo activities: they were held for

87 days before being released. In

‘all that time they were only twice .
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] .
given|water to wash themselves in.
The only food they had” was hard
porridge three' timies a.day. That
was literally' all. - Other ~ prisoners

. have been denied a change of clo-

thing ‘or any facilities for washing
‘the clothes they had. Some prison-*
ers ‘are 'kept in cells’ -where the
walls are painted  black; . creating

_an impression of gloom and depres- .

sion, |

- CUT OFF FROM THEIR =~ -

One of the most horrifying -as-
‘pects of 90-day .detention is that in
many:cases the-relatives of the de-
tainees have been unable to. trace
them.! Many “wives and -mothers
spent | weeks - looking for husbands
and sons. There seems to be a-de-

finite plan to keep moving prisoners-

around. o i
Time and again African women

“have |taken clothes. to' their hus-

bands! only to-be told they are not

. there and the women must go else-

where! to find them. ‘When -they

. arfive|at the hext jail theyar¢ again’
--told the prisoner has been moved. * .

‘Prisoners aré moved, not: only

- from one jail to_another in the same
" town, :but . from town ‘to town “and

even from .one province to’another

‘which' the Non-White.-people live:

|

in South Africa often makes it diffi-..
culf for relatives to visit: the detai- -+

nees or keep in “touch with their
movenzents,- ) c
Prisoners in detention have’ been
subjected to every form of pressure

" and intimidation. The term -“90-day

detention” :is indeed a misnomer,

. because detainees have -been imme-

diately, rearrested on ‘the expiry of -

< their 90 days and the courts have

upheld the right of the police to
detain ithem ‘indefinitely.

Inside the jail the detainees have
been -threatened with .death. Hus-

. bands‘}haVe been _told “that their
- families have--disowned them and-
" left ‘the country, that their- wives

_are carrying on with-other men.

One! detainee, a mother of three
children was allowed :to see them

“for' a !short visit. -Later ‘she -was’

asked whether she would like: to see"
her children again. When she said;
“yes” they replied: “Well, talk first

_otherwise” you will never see them

again.’}

-

I

| o
R
| .

Police behaviour has mixed bru-

‘tality with the. dpparently kind. -
Detainees ‘who have been fed only.
on-.porridge -are, duridg interroga-
tion, offered. chocolates. Some have’
been taken -for a.motor. ride so that
théy ‘can get a glimpse .of freedom
in theé outside world: before they are .
again returned to the' solitary- con--
‘finement of their. cells. Every re-
finement of mental torture has been’
systematically applied to break the
‘morale and resistance- of the pri¢
- SOners. - ' N

TORTURE, AND BEATINGS. .

.- Nor have the police shrunk from'
the .use of outright -tortire. The fol-.
lowing are extracts.from statements
made. by prisonets.<Each tells the -
sanie.story of torture- and beatings, *
of unchecked police violence:

.

PRISONER “A” aged.55:

This - prisoner ~ was.  questioned
about -his relationship with some
other nien.. He refused to answer
saying that he weuld :make his sta-

" tement in court.He was:then beaten
but refused -to answer ‘police gues-
tions. ‘This. is what -happened next:

"+ “A canvas bag was put over my
.head and tied -round .my ‘neck. I-.

felt something put on.both my small
fingers and .I'then felt shock in my

arms...” - UL R

This treatment was repeated until

the prisoner said he was prepared

to talk.

_PRISONER “B” . "

.. “I'was handcuffed and a canvas’
bag was.put over my head and this
made breathing-difficult. T was or-
dered: to sit down with-my knees up
in between my arms, and a stick -
Wwas put:through so that I'could not
move. Then I felt something . like
wire tied to'my little fingers onboth
hands. :Then 1. felt- electric shocks
which were ~applied occasionally:
Then I would be lifted with the
stick and. while’ applying electricity
-1 would be left to drop down-on my
back . . . I was whipped with a"hose
pipe and also applied judo chops’
on my kidneys and on'’the back of-
my neck.” - 0 T
The statement goes -on: “I was
handcuffed-for the second time and
told. that they were going to kill
me and that nobody would:ever ask




thern-anything. I “was put"to ‘the-
same‘treatment of electric shocks. . .
-The , pressure-“was-s0 “high#that "I
messed--myself ‘up: “Then I-was Te-
leased to.-go 'to: the- lavatory. -On
my~-return “from - the-lavatory  the .
same treatment ‘was applied-and I
messed ‘myself:again. . .. : .

~“The ‘wounds made by-the hand-
-cuffs-can- still “be “observed ~on-'the_
right and-Jleft. wrists of ‘my-~arms .
and-the scorches-made by-the"elec-

tric=-wires ‘on: the' fingers.” LR

THE DEATH OF LOOKSMART
.. "SOLWANDLE |

" .So far-it woilld-appear that only
Non-Whites have:been ‘subjected: to

this ‘physical - brutality, probably -in -

the: belief that if anything- did leak
out it-‘would 'not“arouse ‘the same
indignation as similar -assaults on
Whites. But:already-torture:has:led
to :thé.death-of oneidetainee, L.ook-

smart Solwandle,; who.is alleged by

the->palice~to: have:thanged :himself
after giving. - information-~to the
police. e

%

. South Africans :demonstrate .against the fascist Verwoerd rille

POLICE FORCE .

Those who- knew»So]Weind]é ssay

he was:not the:sort.of sman to:fake
his -own"life: unless: driven:tozdo.so-
to : escape - further:f
known :that: he - was:zmércilessly
beaten- just after-his arrest:in.Cape.
Town, and other - detainees- thave-
stated-that -he:was:further assaiilted -
and given -electric :shock -treatment -
after. being ~transferred “to- 2 :pfrison ~
.in’ Pretoria.’ T ’
-He:died " after ‘being in:the hands
of the police for only 16 days=a . -
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- 'man who was healthy, optimistic,
spiritually and physically strong up
to the time of his arrest, but who

_was broken and destroyed on the
rack of Sonth Africa...
police terror. Alterwards other
prisoners say .they were. told of
Solwandle’s death and warned that

_the same thing would happen 10

theni if they did not” talk.

~ Many of the detainees. after be-
ing kept in solitary conﬁncinent for
many months and subjected to all
forms of pressure and torture, have
eventually been brought. before the
courts and

‘awaiting trial -and could be. seen
by ‘their lawyers and relatives. It is
as a result of these visits- that:the
details -of the torture have become
1known. Ty
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andela, South African nationalist leader

charged. Thereafter
they have been treated as .prisoners

The%wife of the prominent leader
of. the former AN.C. who'saw him
after he had been charged reported
‘that he was showing definite- signs
.of ‘physical “and mental, deteriora-’
tion. He had a big scar across his
‘forehead, his speech was incohe-
rent and his mental reactions slow
-and, uhcertain. PR T

He }vas later removed to the pri-
son -hospital. Another. prisoner had

-'a broken jaw. A third showed his

wife burn marks on his body consis-

“tent with electric torture. Similar re-

ports thave been received from all
over the country. o
- Slowly the facts of turture in-the
South| African jails have. filtered
through to. the:South African pub-
lic. In. Government-supporting cir--

" cles ftpay have heen received with
. indifference, but among a - large

. .-support of
~ cited cases ‘of detainees
" jected. to. the  “'water,

v

sec‘tior'lbof‘ the people they have
caused ‘shock and. dismay. ‘
., At the ‘national congress’ of the

* ‘Progressive Party in'Cape Town on .

November 25, 1963, . Mr, Hamilton
Russel, a former: United Party

member of Parliament who resign-.
ed”in ‘protest against. his party’s

the. 90-day no-trial- Bill,

being sub-_
; treatment”
(prolonged to- unconsciousness) and
the . “electric treatment”’  (during
‘which a man is tied down’ sprayed

with salt water and then electrically
massaged in an agonising way). -

THE TORTURES CONTINUE

'On.' ._Iiune 13,. 1963, : the- Minister
of Justice. announced that 5,000

- prisoners ‘had ‘been-arrested for so-
- called  “security _crimes” and. the

‘Comniissioner ‘of Prisons boasted at
about the. same ‘time that 67,636
people” were in jail—an, ““all-time
record” Many of these prisoners
have also been subjected. to tor-’
ture ,and in case after case allega-
tions of .police violerice: have been
“voiced - by. thé prisoners fromr the
doCk.. .~ .. S

" The November :1963 issue of the
journal FORWARD reported that’
so-far -last year there’ had been 78
‘political trials- in- South Africa in-
volving: 997 persons.; Forty of these

-"have been sentenced to death, - six

-to life imprisonment, 650 to va-
rious jail terms . totalling 4,020
years in jail. Only 301 "have been
acquitted or Tiad the charges against
them withdrawn.” So: far four of
those sentenced to .death for sabo-
tage-have already been executed.
" “These are theé methods which are
being: used by the white supremacy '
government of Verwoerd to majn-
tain themselves in power, 10 sup-
press' the -opposition ‘of the peoples
‘and prevent social change from be-
ing brought peacefully.. ~ C
", Is. it any wonder that hatred -is
burning ever ‘more fiercely ‘in the
oppressed peoples ? More and more
the Violence of the State is provok-
ing the response ‘of violence:- from
the people. Yet the Government
refuses. to make a single concession |
to.-the demands of the people, re-
peating over and OYer again that
to retreat.-one step.fis . to imperil -
:Cf()rztirzz(ezll on next.page
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- l Africa
| NON-ALIGNMENT 'is very po-
pular in Africa these days, but

_ 'unfortun_ettely, not every -African’
* State is in: the position to apply it,.

and in most cases it is ‘not, their
fault. . S o

France; for instance, continues to
 dominate its former colonies by a
network of agreements and treaties
which cover; foreign relations, as
well as militaty - and. financial
affairs. : ’

Somé African  States, although

formally indepéndent cannot make

any diplomatic move without pre-
vious reference to French authori- -
" ties, whom they are bound to con-.

sult. As a result of the * so-called
¢ common . defence”  -agreements,
African States must - endure the
presence of French troops. :

Finally, - African States are sub-.

jected to . various 'hardships ‘when
their finances are m French hands.
In brief, through’ its association

with some of its former colonial .

possessions France is able to domi-
pate them. | ) -

.. .“Such an |association is”,.in the.
words of  President Sekou  Toure, -

~“like that of the horseman and his
- 'horse”. Hayving formesly hitched
some African States to her chariot

France is driving thém into the-

sphere.of NATO . . .

Some African’leaders do not see or:

.do not want to see a way out of this

situation. . Experience has proved-

. that the only solution in this case
is to abandon the disastrous urila-

teral - dependence on -the former .

. “mother country”.

The examples of Guinea, Ghana -

and Mali .show that today even a
young state can raise its,indepen-

dent voice in the international arena.

and decide its own destiny, If they

have extensive _international- -rela- -

tions, young African States can pur-
sue a neutralist.policy and preserve
their independence . . . ‘

Thus, the” Congolese (Brazzavi]le)_-

‘National Assembly, soon after" the

resignation” of Fulbert’ Youlouw’s..

. pro-French . regime,  made some

important - decisions—to- revise " its

and Noi- Alignm

..and processing of iron ore.

treaty with France, to break away
from .the Afro-Malagsy’ Union and
to- establish " friendly relations with

all peace-loving countries.
These -important decisions prove.
_ that the young African States want

to free themselves from, the colo-

‘pisers’ tutelage and to consolidate

their national .erpgndence. ‘-:

Report from Angola

Portuguese Fascists cling to -

- Angola and oppose any idea of
independence because they are reap-
ing the highest - profits from the
colony they enslave. k -

Angola_territory is sold by the

square mile to. the highest bidder.

Foreign investment is encouraged .

on an unprecedented scale and new

" concessions are granted daily with

a threefold purpose: (i) ‘to appease

‘international opinion;- (i) to bolster

up the Portuguesé economy, under-

mined by the war effort; (i) to:.

achieve - maximum - exploitation” of

the colony before the Portuguese .’
monopolies are forced to grant inde- ::
. locked in mortal:struggle with their

pendence -to the country.” - .
The recéntly-formed” “Angola
Exploration Company PTY Ltd.”

has ‘already’ started' in a vast area .

its work of ‘prospection for precious
stones. .
Angola had an .output of 800,000

tons of petrol in 1963: Plans are
‘afoot for the formation of an indus- -

trial - combine for ' the exploration

. This industrial concern -has the
backing. of great European trusts
(which'is kept secret by the Portu-

.guese Press); it is also supported by

the -Companhia Portuguesa de For-
nos- Electricos, the Angases Com-

pany and the Mogas from Mozam: -

bigize. It is estimated that the annual
output of alloys iron products by this
new concern will be worth between

- £13m. and’ £2m. The building pro-.
-ject ‘of the industry is estimated-to

cost initially-£1,850,000. .
‘Companhia de Celuloes do Ultra-

mar (The Overseas. Company of

Cellulose) has been granted a loan

-of £875,000 by :the -State -to con-

ot |

Portuguese
“them. =~ 7 0

tinue and" expand its

activities in
Angola.- .- - ‘

Jn 1963, Angola exported 143,806

tons of - coffee worth £24,538,375.

This total-falls below that of 1962. -

. The Secretary-General. of ‘the

‘United Nations, U. Thant, ‘submit-.
ted a report to the Security Couricil .

on March 17th in which- he stated
that at least 400 -former members

of the:"Gendarmerie in Katanga °
“were ~ assembling in. Angola. This .

force included also a number of

"Buropean mercenaries. Apparently,
- the intention ‘is to use this force to
attack the Central Congolese Gov- -
* ernment, ‘when the - United Nations

force withdrew.” . - :
- The Sécretary-General described
the reports-as ~“fully reliable”. The

CNAZISM -

: Continued. from "previous -page . - :
“white- domination. . With

passing : ‘week “the . South _African

* crisis deepens: and ‘the possibility of
"'a -peaceful , solution” becomes more -

remote.. . )
"PEACE AND FREEDOM -
_ - ARE. INDIVISIBLE
"The - South African’ people are
oppressors. They. have called with

ever-in¢réasing urgency for the
peoples - of ‘the-world. to come. to

- their -aid. Surely-the time has come.
now for action to be taken to end

 Government - denied

every -.

the hideous nightmare . of apar--'..'

theid once -and for all, and open

the way for the creation of a true
South - African’ democracy. in which

-all people’ will enjoy equal rights

and opportunities irrespective of .-

- race, creed of colour.. .

Failure to take action now may
not only he-a catastrophe for South

Africa. Tt may lead to the extension

of the conflict beyond South Afri-
cd’s borders and even lead: to the

outbteak of a fhird world war, :

with all .its attendant, horrors of
puclear’ - destruction. :
freedom are indivisible. The strug-

gle: of the South- African people is
the - responsibility. of -all people

everywhere, a responsibility. which
can no longer be burked but must

-be faced and honourably discharged

before ‘it is too late.
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