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Introduction

HE report on the fascist offensive and the tasks of the Com-

munist International in the fight for the unity of the working
class against fascism was made at our historic Seventh Congress
by one to whose voice careful attention is being paid by millions
of workers, Communist as well as Socialist and unorganized, and
by the best and foremost intellectuals of the entire world. This
report was made by one whose historic victory at the Leipzig
trial is a living embodiment of the fighting power of the united
front of the working class in the fight against fascism, and at the
same time is an indisputable proof of the weakness and instabil-
ity of the Hitler regime—by our beloved Comrade Dimitroff.

In this pamphlet I shall dwell on questions of the revolution-
ary movement in the colonial and semi-colonial countries—partic-
ularly in China and India—as well as on the tactics of our Com-
munist Parties, and shall attempt to deal explicitly with that
part of Comrade Dimitroff’s report which treats of these subjects.



I. THE INTENSIFIED OFFENSIVE OF IMPE-
RIALISM AND THE GROWTH OF THE
FORCES OF COLONIAL REVOLUTIONS

IRST of all, what is there new in the economic and political

conditions of the colonial and semi-colonial countries, or,
to be more precise, what are the most distinctive basic features
which characterize the economic and political situation in the
colonial world during the period which has elapsed between the
Sixth and the Seventh Congresses of the Communist Inter-
national?

The first feature is the intensified offensive along the entire
front of imperialism against the colonial and semi-colonial peo-
ples. Everyone knows that capitalism has succeeded in somewhat
easing the position of its industry not only by means of an inten-
sified exploitation of the workers and farmers in the home coun-
tries and by war and inflation booms, but also at the expense
of the peasants in the colonies and the economically weak
countries.

How does the increasing offensive of imperialism against the
colonies and semi-colonies along the entire front during this
period manifest itself? It is manifested mainly in the following:

First, imperialism is openly carrying on a widespread military
expansion with the aim of the outright seizure of the territory
and destruction of the national existence of the semi-colonial
peoples. The brazen aggression and robbery on the part of the
Japanese militarists in China and the war of the Italian fascists
against Ethiopia are two glaring examples of this. It should be
noted in this connection that the wars between the countries of
Latin America, between Bolivia and Paraguay, for example,
which have been going on with certain intervals for a number of
years, are in essence wats—in a masked form—between English
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and American imperialism for the repartition of that continent.

Second, the economic expansion of imperialism in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries is increasing by means of a still
greater reduction in the prices of the products of labor in these
countries, mainly of raw materials and foodstuffs, by means of
dumping and the forced reduction of customs duties in the semi-
colonial countries. The imperialist powers which export to the
colonial and semi-colonial countries reap the benefits from this
and the so-called national industry, which is eking out a miserable
existence anyway, is the loser. The following facts may be cited
as examples: Beginning with the summer of 1933, on the direct
demand of the Japanese imperialists, customs duties in China on
Japanese textiles and other goods were reduced; on the demand
of the American imperialists, customs duties on American manu-
factured goods were reduced by 35 per cent in Brazil and by
30-60 per cent in Cuba, etc.

Third, imperialism is intensifying its struggle against the
striving of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples for national
emancipation, and supports the most reactionary and corrupt
groupings with the aim of rendering its economic, political and
military expansion easier to accomplish and more thoroughgoing.
Imperialism does not limit itself to carrying on a relentless strug-
gle against the national liberation movement—which is truly rep-
resentative of the people—to direct and indirect imperialist inter-
vention against the Chinese Red Army, the bloody suppression
of popular uprisings in Indo-China by French imperialism, etc. It
also follows the policy of overthrowing national-reformist gov-
ernments (for example, the Grove government in Chile and the
Grau San Martin government in Cuba) and of creating reac-
tionary dictatorships, which are hostile to the people, as, for
example, the Uriburu dictatorship in Argentina which was later
followed by the Justo dictatorship; the Benavidez dictatorship in
Peru; the Mendieta-Batista dictatorship in Cuba, etc.

All these facts, which testify to the growing military, eco-
nomic and political expansion of the imperialists in the colonial
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East, in Latin America and in Africa, brought about a situation
in which:

1. The national existence of a number of semi-colonial peo-
ples is directly threatened.

2. The economies of the agrarian colonial and semi-colonial
countries are shaken to their very foundations, millions and tens
of millions of peasants have died and are dying of hunger and
because of so-called “acts of god” (floods, drought, etc.) which
in reality are the consequences of the regime of the imperialists
and their native agents (this is especially evident in recent years
in China and other colonial countries).

3. The national industry of the colonial and dependent coun-
tries, which has been cteated prior to and during the last world
economic ctisis of capitalism, is experiencing a profound crisis
(during the world economic crisis there was a temporary and
partial growth of light industry, primarily of the textile industry,
in a number of these countries), and the financial and monetary
systems in a number of semi-colonial countries are completely
bankrupt.

4. The employed workers lead a miserable existence; thou-
sands and tens of thousands of unemployed—both workers and
intellectuals—are dying of hunger; artisans and other strata of
the utban petty bourgeoisie are being completely ruined and
pauperized. Suicides have assumed mass propottions (for ex-
ample, according to statistical data published in the foreign and
Chinese bourgeois press, six million people committed suicide
in Kuomintang China during the past year).

All these facts—which are direct consequences of growing
imperialist expansion—have objectively led in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries:

1. To an increase in the national discontent with, and indig-
nation against, imperialism and its native agents, giving rise to the
most favorable conditions for the creation of an anti-imperialist
united front of the broadest masses of the population;

2. To a certain accentuation of the antagonisms between the
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colonial and the imperialist bourgeoisie, between the competing
imperialist powers and, finally, between the various groups and
strata of the colonial bourgeoisie and the landowners, creating
the possibility of utilizing these contradictions for the develop-
ment of a mass revolutionary movement;

3. To a weakening in the influence of national-reformism
among the masses; to splits among a number of national-reform-
ist bourgeois and petty bourgeois parties and groupings; to the
formation in these parties of national-revolutionary Left wings
and, what is particularly important, to the growth of the role
and influence of the proletariat and its Party.

As examples of this growth we can cite the following facts:
During the period under review the young Communist Party of
Indo-China has already taken part in the armed uprisings of the
population as an independent political force; Communist Parties
have been formed in a number of countries in the East, in the
Philippines, in Siam and in a number of Latin American countries
—Peru, Paraguay, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Panama, Puerto Rico,
Haiti, etc.

All that we have said brings us to the second, most charac-
teristic, basic feature which distinguishes the situation in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries during the period which has

.elapsed between the Sixth and Seventh Congresses of the Com-

munist International—the growth of the forces of colonial rev-
olutions.

The victorious development of the Soviet revolution in China,
the mass armed uprisings against imperialism in Indo-China, the
tremendous sweep of the liberation movement in the countries
of Latin America—primarily, the revolutionary struggle in Cuba
—the mutiny in the Chilean navy and the growing national-
revolutionary movement in Brazil, the mutiny in the Dutch fleet
in Indonesia (De Leven Provinzien), the upsurge of the workets’
and peasants’ movement in India, the armed struggle of the peas-
ants in the Philippines, the growth of the strike movement in
Korea (the Genzan strike in particular), the mass strike of oil
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workers in Persia, the wave of armed uprisings in the Arabian
East, the development of the revolutionary struggle among the
hundred million Negroes, the armed resistance to the Italian
forces in Ethiopia, which is finding a wide sympathetic response
from the peoples in the colonial countries of Africa and the
Near East, etc—a mere enumeration of these revolutionary
events which took place during recent years is sufficient to show
clearly the awakening of the masses of toilers in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries on an unprecedented scale, and to show
the growth of the fighting power of colonial revolutions.

It is necessary to emphasize with all seriousness the fact that
the growth of the forces of revolution in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries is the result not only of the increased general
offensive of imperialism and the sharpening of the class struggle
in these countries, but also of the direct and enormous influence
of the great October Revolution in general and of its further
historic victories during the First and Second Five-Year Plan
periods in particular.

The final and irrevocable victory of socialism in the U.S.S.R,,
the industrialization of the country, the collectivization of agri-
culture, the raising of the material and cultural living standards
of the masses of the people, the development of the national cul-
tures of all the peoples of the U.S.S.R., including the former
colonial peoples of tsarist Russia, the strengthening of the defen-
sive powers of the U.S.S.R,, the enormous increase in the im-
portance of the U.S.S.R. in world politics, the transformation
of all its toilers into members of socialist society enjoying equal
rights, and the broadening of Soviet democracy—all this serves
the peoples of the colonial and economically weak countries as
concrete historical examples of how to transform their countries
from economically backward, agrarian countties into leading
industrial countries; how to transform their countries—the ob-
jects of constant attacks by impetialist vultures—into countries
which can defend themselves, which can repel any attack by
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* reaction” is entirely without foundation.

external enemies; how from oppressed and uncultured peoples to
become free and cultured.

It follows from all this that:

1. The evaluation of the economic and political situations
in the colonial and semi-colonial countries and of the prospects
for their further development which was given by the Sixth
Congress of the Communist International has been fully and
completely corroborated. On the other hand, the theory of the
Social-Democrats and the renegades (Roy and others) about
“decolonization” has been just as completely shattered as their
theory of “organized capitalism”.

2. The evaluation of the world situation which was given by
Comrade Stalin at the Seventeenth Congress of the C.P.S.U.
and by the Seventh Congress of the Communist International—
“the revolutionary crisis is maturing and will continue to ma-
ture”, “the capitalist world is entering a period of sharp clashes
as a result of the accentuation of the internal and external con-
tradictions of capitalism”—fully and completely corresponds to
the contemporary international situation, and to the situation in
the colonial countries in particular. It is evident from this that
the position of Social-Democracy and of the renegades that eval-
uate the present situation as the “beginning of a new era of
fascism” and see for the future only the “prospect of black
“. . . The enormous
world of colonies and semi-colonies has been transformed into
an unquenchable flame of the revolutionary mass movement”,
“for world imperialism the colonial countries are, at the present
time, the most dangerous sector of its battle front”—this char-
acterization given by the Sixth Congress of the Communist Inter-
national beyond question sounds even more convincing and
well-founded today.

11



II. THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST UNITED FRONT
—OUR MA]JOR TASK IN THE COLONIES

T is precisely in connection with the growing imperialist ex-

pansion along the entire front in the colonial and dependent
countries, precisely in connection with the growth of the national
liberation movement of the oppressed peoples against imperialism
that the question of the anti-imperialist united front in all the
colonial and semi-colonial countries assumes, as has been very
correctly pointed out by Comrade Dimitroff, exceptional impor-
tance. In order to bear this out, let us point to some of the most
important colonial countries. Despite the fact that the national
liberation movement in these countries progresses unevenly, that
the relationship between the class forces in the various countries
is unequal, that the power and importance of the proletariat and
its Communist Parties in the political life of these countries vary
and that the anti-imperialist united front tactics are therefore
applied differenly in each of these countries—these tactics never-
theless assume primary importance for each of these countries.

China

Some people think that since the Soviet revolution has al-
ready been victorious on a considerable portion of the tetritory of
China and since the class struggle has become unusually acute
the question of an anti-imperialist people’s front is no longer of
any importance, or is of no particular importance. This is a grave
error. The facts testify to just the contrary. The facts have
clearly indicated and are indicating that in present-day China
the question of the anti-imperialist united front is not only of
primary importance but is, I might say, of decisive importance.

This is explained by the fact that China is passing through
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an unprecedented national crisis. This unprecedented national
crisis has been evoked in the first place by the growing military,
political and economic expansion of Japanese imperialism and by
the unexampled, in“amous national treachery of the Kuomin-
tang. In the time which has elapsed since the Manchurian
events (1931), ie., in less than four years, almost half of the
territory of China is either occupied by Japanese imperialism or
is actually under the iron heel of Japanese militarists.

After Manchuria—Jehol, after Jehol—the zone around the
Great Wall and Shanhaikwan, after Shanhaikwan and the stra-
tegic points along the Great Wall—the so-called “Luantung de-
militarized districts”, after the “Luantung demilitarized districts”
—the actual occupation by the Japanese military forces of the
Hopei, Chahar and Suiyuan provinces. The plan for the com-
plete abolition of China as a state, which was outlined in the
Tanaka memorandum, is being systematically carried out.

During the past years, Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Chin Wei,
Chang Hsiao-liang and other traitors to the fatherland—Huang
Fu, Nang Yuntai, Wang Yi-tang, Chang Tso-pin and other
agents of Japanese imperialism—sold out one Chinese province
after the other under the policy of “non-resistance”, accepted one
Japanese demand after the other. At the same time, all these

- traitors, hiding behind demagogy concerning “the necessity of

first achieving internal peace and then resisting the external
enemy”, are carrying on a bloody war against their own people
and are suppressing every mass attempt to repel Japan and to
save the fatherland. Lately, under the slogan of “cooperation be-
tween China and Japan”, these traitors to the fatherland are
carrying on such an openly corrupt, infamous, capitulating policy
that it is unprecedented in the history of China or in the history
of the entire world.

The Japanese imperialists demanded the removal of the
troops of Yu Hsiao-chung, Sung Chih-yuan and others from
North China—all these troops were immediately removed to the
South and the West to conduct a fratricidal war against their
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own people. The Japanese imperialists demanded the removal of
numerous Chinese political and military officials—every person
mentioned was immediately removed from his post. The Jap-
anese imperialists demanded the removal of the Hopei provincial
government from Tientsin—the entire government apparatus was
immediately removed to Paoting. The Japanese imperialists de-
manded the cessation and the suppression of undesirable Chinese
newspapers and magazines—all the newspapers and magazines
mentioned were immediately stopped and suppressed. The Japa-
nese imperialists demanded the arrest and punishment of the
most varied editors and correspondents of Chinese newspapers
and magazines—all the persons mentioned by them were imme-
diately arrested and thrown into prison. The Japanese imperialists
demanded that a servile system of Japanophile education should
be instituted in Chinese schools and colleges—immediately the
foremost Chinese literature was burned, many honest young men
and women who refused to become slaves of an alien state were
arrested and a number of them were shot. The Japanese imperial-
ists demanded that Japanese advisers be invited to all Chinese
government institutions— Japanese spies immediately made their
appearance in military, political and financial institutions of the
Nanking government. The Japanese imperialists even demanded
the dissolution of Kuomintang organizations—and the local or-
ganizations in North China and Amou were immediately dis-
solved. The Japanese imperialists demanded the dissolution of the
“Blue Shirt” League—its leaders, Tsen Kuan-ching and Chang
Hsiao-hsen, immediately fled from North China.

If this state of affairs will continue in the future, then clearly
our other provinces along the Yangtse River, in the valley of the
Chungkiang River, etc., will gradually be seized by the Japanese
imperialist vultures. Our country, which possesses a culture that
is five thousand years old, the oldest in the history of mankind,
will in this way be wholly transformed into a colony; and our
nation, which has a population of 450,000,000, the largest nation
in the world, will be completely enslaved.
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Can the great Chinese nation further endure this state of
affairs? No, it cannot. Just look at the twelve million people of
Ethiopia who are defending their fatherland with arms against
occupation by Italian fascism. Can the 450,000,000 people of
China do other than fight for its national existence, for its inde-
pendence as a state, for its tetritorial integrity, and for its
human rights and liberties? No, it cannot but fight. The Chinese
people have fought, are fighting and will continue to fight for
all this.

The question is put squarely: either to resist the offensive of
Japanese imperialism—and then there is life; or to renounce re-
sistance against the external enemy—and that is death. In con-
nection with this the struggle for the organization of resistance
to Japan and for the salvation of the fatherland has long become
the sacred duty of every citizen, each son and daughter of our
fatherland. Under the conditions of the growing national crisis
there is no other means of saving China than the general mobi-
lization of our entire great nation for a decisive and relentless
struggle against imperialism. At the same time, the Communist
Party has no other means for the general mobilization of the en-
tire Chinese nation for the sacred national-revolutionary struggle
against Japanese imperialism than the tactics of the anti-im-
perialist united people’s front.

In recent years the Communist Party of China has applied
and is applying the tactics of the anti-imperialist united front.
The Communist Party of China applied these tactics in the
struggle of the Red Army, which repeatedly addressed itself to
all the military units of Kuomintang China with offers of con-
cluding a fighting alliance for a joint struggle against imperial-
ism, stipulating only the following elementary, strictly business-
like conditions: the cessation of the offensive against the Soviet
districts, the extension of democratic rights to the people (free-
dom of the press and of speech, the right to have unions, the
right to organize, to hold demonstrations, to strike, etc.) and the
right to organize and arm volunteer anti-Japanese detachments.
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The Communist Party of China applied these tactics during the
heroic defense of Shanghai in the beginning of 1932; the Com-
munists fought in the front lines, shoulder to shoulder with the
soldiers of the Nineteenth Route Army and the population of
Shanghai; the Communists organized a general strike of the
workers in all Japanese textile mills in Shanghai in support of
the Nineteenth Route Army; the Shanghai Party organizations
organized armed detachments of workers and students to par-
ticipate in the battles at the front and organized transport
detachments, communication detachments, reconnaissance detach-
ments, supply detachments, Red Cross detachments, etc., in order
to assist the army and to render the rear secure; the Central
Soviet government of China, despite its grievous financial posi-
tion, sent tens of thousands of dollars to assist the heroic anti-
Japanese strike of the workers.

The Communist Party applied these tactics in the numerous
heroic anti-Japanese battles in North China (around Shanhaik-
wan, in Chahar, etc.) when the Communists and their adherents
fought at the front, shoulder to shoulder with the armies of Chi
Hung-kang, Fang Cheng-wu, Sun Tien-yin and others.

The Communist Party of China has applied and is applying
these tactics in Manchuria and Jehol, where in recent years the
Communists appear everywhere as the initiators and organizers
of the united front of all the partisan detachments and all the
national forces for the struggle against the common deadly
enemy—the Japanese army of occupation. It is precisely because
of these tactics of the Communist Party that the numerous and
scattered partisan detachments in Manchuria and Jehol have re-
cently formed a union with the partisan detachments led by the
Communists, for the creation of a joint military (general staff of
the anti-Japanese armies, etc.) and political (people’s power,
etc.) leadership. This considerably strengthens and consolidates
the fighting power of all the partisan detachments in Manchuria
and Jehol. The Communist Party applied and is applying these
tactics in all forms of anti-imperialist struggle throughout China
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—the boycott against Japanese goods, anti-imperialist demon-
strations, strikes, etc.

It must, nevertheless, be stated with all seriousness that the
Communist Party of China has not as yet succeeded in carrying
out these tactics really consistently and without mistakes. For
example: during the heroic defense of Shanghai the Communist
Party of China should have created the broadest united anti-
imperialist front with all those who supported the armed struggle
of the Nineteenth Route Army against the Japanese army of
occupation. But, because of the erroneous stand of individual
leaders of our Party who considered that the slogan “a union of
workers, peasants, soldiers, merchants and intellectuals” was in-
admissible, a really broad anti-Japanese people’s front was not
formed. The Communist Party of China should have organized
a general strike in Shanghai and should have striven to attain
the arming of the workers on the basis of a broad united front of
all Red and reformist trade unions against Japanese imperialism.
But, because of the Right opportunist sabotage and the “Left”
sectarian errots of our trade union functionaties, the slogan of the
general strike was not realized and the arming of the workers,
with the aim of sending them to the front, was catried out at a
relatively slow pace.

Another example: The Soviet government and the Revolu-
tionary War Council addressed an appeal to all the people and to
all military units to conclude a fighting agreement for a joint
armed struggle against Japanese imperialism. (All foreign and
Chinese newspapers were forced to publish this appeal.) General
Cheng Cheng, the commandet-in-chief of the Kuomintang
troops operating against the Red Army on the Northern Front in
Kiangsi, together with his commanders, demanded from Chiang
Kai-shek that the war against the Red Army be stopped and that
a fighting agreement be concluded with the latter against the
Japanese army of occupation. In reply, Chiang Kai-shek, on the
one hand, openly proclaimed that “anyone who persists in speak-
ing of a struggle against Japan will be severely punished”, and
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he removed General Cheng Cheng from his post. On the other
hand, he was forced to publish his proclamation to the Red Army
in which, in an attempt to justify his rejection of a joint struggle
against Japan, he heaped the most barefaced accusations on the
Red Army (absence of elementary human decencies, etc.). Un-
der these conditions the Communist Party of China should have
appealed to General Cheng Cheng and his troops and to all other
military units who desired to struggle against Japanese imperial-
ism with even more concrete proposals. It was necessary to con-
tinue the discussion with Chiang Kai-shek in order to expose him
completely before the army and the people as a traitor to the
nation. But, because of the inconsistency with which the Com-
munist Party of China was carrying out its policy it merely
limited itself to a negative reply to Chiang Kai-shek, assuming
that it had thus exposed him, and did not strive to achieve real,
tangible results for an agreement with the Kuomintang troops on
the basis of a united front directed against Japanese imperialism.

A third example: During the Fukien events the Communist
Party of China should have proceeded from the fact that these
events were a direct consequence of the Red Army’s proposal to
the Kuomintang troops to conclude a fighting agreement for a
joint struggle against Japanese imperialism and its agent, Chiang
Kai-shek, and that therefore it should have conducted itself to-
wards the Nineteenth Route Army and the Fukien government
in all seriousness as towards an ally. But, because of the mechan-
istic approach of some of our Party leaders to the question of the
struggle against the “attempts to find a third way, i.e., neither
the Soviet nor the Kuomintang way, for the development of
China”, the Communist Party of China did not propetly evaluate
the political significance of the Fukien events. This led to our
incorrect military tactics: instead of conducting an armed strug-
gle against Chiang Kai-shek together with the Nineteenth Route
Army, on the most important Northeastern front in Kiangsi
and Fukien, the military leadership of the Chinese Red Army
decided to withdraw the troops from this front and to transfer
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them to the South and West in order to attack the troops of
Chiang Kai-shek from the rear. They were thus unable to render
setious and tangible assistance in time in the struggle of the
Nineteenth Route Army.

Lastly: During the armed uprisings of the troops of Ti Hun-
kang, Fan Chen-wu and Sun Tien-yin against Chiang-Kai-shek
and Japan in North China, the Communist Party of China
should have mobilized all its forces in the Northern and other
parts of China in support of these uprisings. But, because our
functionaries in the North and in Shanghai did not understand
and underestimated the importance of these events, we did not
manage to establish new military anti-Chiang Kai-shek and anti-
Japanese forces there.

Now it is clear to everyone that if the Communist Party had
applied the tactics of the anti-imperialist united front in a really
serious, consistent and correct manner throughout the period of
these events, the political situation in China would have shaped
itself even more favorably for the development of the revolu-
tionary struggle of the broadest masses of the people against im-
perialism and its agents.

Such errors were, first of all, a consequence of the fact that
many of our comrades did not understand and do not understand
the new situation which has arisen in China in recent years. They
do not understand how to advance the subject of the anti-
imperialist united front in China in a new manner.

Basically, these new features can be summarized as follows:

1. The unprecedented national crisis called forth by the
Japanese expansion and the treachery of the Kuomintang evoked
the universal indignation of the people against the alien im-
perialists and their agents. In connection with this, the national-
tevolutionary upsurge of the broad masses is rising, and even
very many army units of the militarists are disposed in favor of
the sacred national-defensive war of the Chinese people against
impetialism.

2. In recent years, the Red Army has grown into a mighty
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military factor throughout China. Only the Red Army comes out
openly under the slogan: “A national-revolutionary war of the
armed people against Japanese imperialism, in defense of the tet-
ritorial integrity, independence and unification of China.” Of
all the anti-Chiang Kai-shek military forces only the Red Army
is able to repulse successfully Chiang Kai-shek’s repeated cam-
paigns and to conduct a war against this arch-traitor to the
Chinese people. In view of this, all the anti-Japanese and anti-
Chiang Kai-shek political and military groupings—irrespective
of whether they are moved by patriotic and national-liberation
motives or simply because of militarist and imperialist contradic-
tions—cannot but consider the Red Army as the greatest factor
in the armed struggle against Japan and against Chiang Kai-
shek.

3. For the organization and the successful carrying out of the
national-revolutionary war of the armed people against the Japa-
nese imperialists, the participation in this war not only of the
Workets’ and Peasants’ Red Army, not only of all revolutionary-
minded, class-conscious toilers, but also of the various political
and military forces, who are temporary, unstable and vacillating
allies, is necessary and unavoidable.

I believe that now—considering our previous positive and
negative experiences, considering the present position of our coun-
try in which the national existence of our people is threatened—
our Party, in this situation, must further develop its anti-im-
perialist united people’s front tactics, consistently trying to
achieve the most daring, extensive and most powerful range of
this movement in order that the Chinese people should thus be
able in the shortest possible time really to unite for the common
struggle against impetialism and for the salvation of our father-
land.

How should these tactics of the Communist Party of China
develop further? In my opinion and in the opinion of the entire
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China our tactics
should consist in a joint appeal with the Soviet government of
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China to all the people, to all parties, groups, troops, mass or-
ganizations and to all prominent political and social leaders to
organize together with us an All-China United People’s Govern-
ment of National Defense and an All-China United Anti-
Japanese National Defense Army.

At the same time, the Communist Party of China should
openly and solemnly proclaim before all the people that it wel-
comes the participation in this united people’s government, to-
gether with representatives of the Soviet government, of all those
who refuse to be colonial slaves, of all soldiers and commanders
who are ready to turn their arms in defense of their people and
fatherland, of all parties, groups and organizations that want to
participate in the sacred struggle for national liberation, of all
honest young people from among the membership of the Kuom-
intang and the Blue Shirt League who really love their people
and their country, of all Chinese emigrants who want to save
their fatherland and of all their brothers among the national
minorities (Mongolians, Moslems, Koreans, Tibetans, Miao, Li
and others) who are under the yoke of the imperialists and their
agents—the Chinese militarists.

At the same time, the Communist Party of China should
openly and solemnly proclaim before all the people that it wel-
comes the participation in the united anti-Japanese army, to-
gether with the Chinese Red Army and the armed anti-Japanese
detachments in Manchuria, Jehol and North China, of all troops,
all soldiers, all commanders and generals who are ready, with
arms in their hands, to fight for the salvation of our fatherland.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
and the Central Executive Committee of the Chinese Soviet
People’s Republic solemnly declare before all the Chinese people
and the public opinion of the whole world, that:

1. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
and the government of Soviet China are ready to take the
initiative in carrying on negotiations with all patties, all groups,
all public organizations, all local political and military organs,
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and all political and social leaders on the concrete measures for
the creation of such a people’s government of national defense,
based on a mutually acceptable program of struggle for an
armed resistance to the external attack and the salvation of the
fatherland, irrespective of the fact that between the Communist
Party and the government of Soviet China, on the one hand, and
these parties, groups, organizations and persons, on the other
hand, there existed and exist political differences regarding nu-
merous important problems in our country.

2. The Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army is prepared to be
the first to enter this United Anti-Japanese Army and to fight
for the salvation of our people, shoulder to shoulder with all
military units. If the Kuomintang troops will discontinue their
offensive against the Red Army and will really begin an armed
struggle against Japanese imperialism and its agents, the Red
Army will immediately reach them its hand for a joint struggle
for the salvation of the fatherland despite the fact that they
were and are divided by certain differences of opinion on internal
political questions and irrespective of the fact that even at the
present moment war is being waged between the Red Army and
the Kuomintang military units.

The Communist Party of China should, moreover, openly
place before all the people the question of the character of this
People’s Government of National Defense as a government whose
principal task is to organize armed resistance to Japan and to
save the fatherland. In connection with this, the political program
of this government should be based on the following points, which
reflect the common interests of all the people:

1. Armed resistance to Japanese expansion and the restora-
tion of all occupied territories;

2. Assistance to the famine-stricken, and major repair work
on dykes for the struggle against floods and drought;

3. Confiscation of all property of Japanese imperialism in
China and the transfer of this property to the people’s govern-
ment to defray the expenses of the anti-Japanese war;
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4. Confiscation of land, rice, grain and the entire property of
all traitors to the fatherland and agents of Japanese imperialism
and the transfer of all this to the unemployed, the poor and the
anti-Japanese fighters;

5. Abolition of all burdensome taxes and duties, regulation of
the financial policy and monetary system and the development
of the entire national economy;

6. Raising of wages and salaries and the improvement of the
material conditions of the workers, peasants, military men and
intellectuals;

7. Democratic rights and the liberation of all political pris-
onets;

8. Free universal education and a job for every graduate;

9. Equal rights for all nationalities inhabiting China, per-
sonal inviolability and inviolability of property, home and busi-
ness of Chinese emigrants, both at home and abroad;

10. A union with all masses of the people hostile to Japanese
imperialism (a union with the Japanese toiling masses, the
Koreans, the people of Formosa, etc.); a union with all nations
and states which sympathize with and support the national-libera-
tion struggle of the Chinese people, and the establishment of
friendly relations with all powers and nations that will maintain
friendly neutrality in the war between Japanese imperialism and
the Chinese people.

Some people think that such a proposal by the Communist
Party of China bears, first of all, merely an agitation and propa-
ganda character and cannot lead to tangible results. This is
absolutely incorrect!

Our Party’s proposal is based on absolutely real objective
and subjective factors. The objective situation of China elo-
quently speaks of the possibility of realizing this type of pro-
posal by our Party. To prove this I can enumerate any number of
facts which, in no uncertain terms, portray present-day actuality
in China. In this picture are clearly reflected all those movements
and changes in the relation of forces in China which bear evi-
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dence to the fact that the idea of the necessity of saving the
fatherland has already pervaded the minds of not only the broad-
est masses of the Chinese population, but also of large sections
of the Kuomintang troops and their commanding staff as well
as of many prominent political and social leaders of China.

The following facts are indications of this:

I. In January, February and March, 1932, the Nineteenth
Route Army, consisting of Kuomintang units, heroically de-
fended Shanghai against the Japanese imperialists. Prior to this,
for a period of two to three years this army, by order of Chiang
Kai-shek, waged war against our Red Army and was defeated
several times. But after the Manchurian events of September 18,
1931, and especially in connection with the Japanese offensive
against Shanghai and the unprecedented growth of anti-Japanese
popular outbreaks, this Nineteenth Route Army, with its com-
manders—Tsai Ting-kai, Chiang Kuang-nei, Wong Chao-yuan
and others—at its head, despite the orders of the Nanking gov-
ernment, turned its arms against Japanese imperialism, thus
writing one of the most glorious pages in the history of the
Chinese people’s struggle for emancipation.

2. During the Fukien events, at the end of 1933 and the
beginning of 1934, the Nineteenth Route Army, with the very
same commandets at its head, having been convinced by bitter
expetience of the infamous national treachery of the Nanking
government and the Kuomintang (Chiang Kia-shek, for instance,
sent his troops to disarm the Nineteenth Route Army during the
defense of Shanghai; it was only because these troops went over
to the side of the Nineteenth Route Army for a common struggle
against Japanese imperialism that Chiang Kai-shek’s plans mis-
carried), and enraged by the war against its own people, i.e.,
against the Red Army, concluded a fighting agreement with the
latter for a joint struggle against Japanese imperialism and its
agent—Chiang Kai-shek—and not only again turned its arms
against the enemy of the people — Chiang Kai-shek — but also
openly proclaimed its withdrawal from the Kuomintang, and the
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organization of the Fukien government, independent of the Nan-
king government. Even such well-known militarists as Cheng
Ming-chu, Li Chi-shen and others took part in these Fukien
events.

3. Anti-Japanese and anti-Chiang Kai-shek armed rebellions
of Kuomintang army corps, led by Generals Chi Hung-chang,
Fang Cheng-wu, Sun Tien-yin and others, in North China in
1934. The best proof of the radicalization of these army corps
and of a part of their commanding staff is the behavior of Gen-
etal Chi Hung-chang. While commanding the Thirtieth Kuo-
mintang Army Corps he and his corps, by order of Chiang Kai-
shek, fought for two years against the Fourth Red Army on the
Honan-Hupeh-Anhwei front. Impressed by the heroism of the
Red Army and of the Red partisans in their struggle of libera-
tion, and enraged by the Nanking government’s continual be-
trayal of the interests of the Chinese people and the complete
capitulation to Japan, General Chi Hung-chang began to realize
the necessity of going over to the side of the people. Upon
learning of this change in the frame of mind of General Chi
Hung-chang, Chiang Kai-shek immediately recalled him under
the pretext of sending him to Europe to study military science.
When he returned to China, Chi Hung-chang began to make
repeated requests of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China to accept him into the ranks of the Party. The
Central Committee accepted him into the Party. From then on
he worked as a Communist, carrying out all instructions and
following the directives of the Party. He utilized his money and
property in the cause of the revolution and of the people. When
his active work in collecting military and popular forces for the
salvation of the fatherland stirred up all North China, Chiang
Kai-shek, with the assistance of Japanese imperialism, organized
an attempt on the life of Chi Hung-chang. Severely wounded
and lying in a hospital in the French concession in Tientsin, he
was arrested and subsequently executed in Peiping by order of
Chiang Kai-shek. The entire Chinese and foreign press reported
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that both Comrade Chi Hung-chang and his adherent, General
Jen Yin-chi, despite their injuries and their grave physical con-
dition, conducted themselves before the Kuomintang court and
at the time of their execution as staunch national heroes devoted
to their fatherland. They died like true revolutionary fighters for
the cause of the people. In court, both of them with great indig-
nation loudly enumerated the untold crimes committed by the
Kuomintang against the people and the country. Both died shout-
ing: “Long live the Communist Party of China! Down with
Japanese imperialism and its Kuomintang agents!”

Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Ching-wei and other traitors to the
nation used Comrade Chi Hung-chang’s entrance into our Party
not only to justify their order for his execution as a “Red bandit”,
but also in order demagogically to state to the people that the
ranks of the Communist Party of China also contain a general
and a militarist.

Yes, the Communist Party of China, by its strategy and tac-
tics, its program and its aims, is, first and foremost, the party
of the working class. At the same time, the Communist Party of
China is the party of the entire Chinese people in the struggle
for their national and social emancipation. The Communist Party
of China is far from being ashamed of the fact that within its
ranks there are individual prominent generals of the type of
Comrade Chi Hung-chang. Quite the contrary, it is proud of
this fact. It takes pride in this because it clearly shows that the
Communist Party is the only party of national hope and national
glory for all the Chinese people. And it is only our Party that
can unite all the best, all the honest and all the revolutionary sons
and daughters of the Chinese people who no longer want to
tolerate the transformation of their countty into an imperialist
colony, the enslavement of their people and the death by starva-
tion of millions of toilers.

The Communist Patty of China takes pride in this because
the authority and influence of our Party is so great that even
generals and highest commanders of the Kuomintang troops,
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when they realize their duty to their country and their people,
see their only way out and their only hope in the Communist
Party of China. Finally, our Party takes pride in this because
the force and influence of Marxism-Leninism, the educational
power of the Communist Party and the weight it carries are so
great that even a former general and a newcomer in the ranks
of the Party like Comrade Chi Hung-chang could by his revo-
lutionary behavior and his heroic death show an example of
the conduct of a real Communist, worthy of the trust of his
Party and his people!

4. In 1933 a basic platform was published for the organiza-
tion of a national war of the Chinese people against Japanese
imperialism, signed by thousands of people and headed by Soong
Ching-ling (the widow of Sun Yat-sen). The platform con-
tained the following concrete measures concerning the organiza-
tion of an anti-Japanese national-liberation war:

1. General mobilization of all military units of China (land,
air and sea) for a war against Japanese imperialism, and the
cessation of all civil wars among the Chinese people.

2. General mobilization of the entire Chinese people for this
sacred war on the fronts and in the rear.

3. General arming of all the people.

4. The following measures for defraying the expenses of the
war against Japanese imperialism:

(a) Confiscation of all property of Japanese imperialism in
China and discontinuation of payments on Japanese loans:

(b) Confiscation of the property of all traitors to the nation;

(c) Revenue from all state and local taxation to go to defray
expenses of anti-Japanese wars;

(d) Introduction of a progressive income tax;

(e) A broad campaign to collect money within China, from
Chinese emigrants and from all foreigners sympathizing with
the national liberation movement of the Chinese people.

5. Creation of an All-China Committee of National Defense
composed of democratically elected representatives from among
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the entire population. The Committee to have lower organiza-
tions and local committees.

6. A union with all opponents of Japanese imperialism (the
Japanese toiling people, the Koreans, the people of Formosa,
etc.), and the establishment of friendly relations with all na-
tions and states that sympathize with the national liberation
struggle of the Chinese people or that will, at least, maintain
friendly neutrality in the war between the Chinese people and
Japanese imperialism.

The signatures of the initiators of and the adherents to this
platform, both in China and abroad, cleatly indicated the gen-
eral national character of the document and the earnest desire
of the Chinese people to fight with arms in their hands against
the Japanese oppressors.

Can there be any doubt, in connection with the further ac-
centuation of the national and social crisis and the further dis-
graceful capitulation of the Nanking government to Japanese
imperialism, that all that is best and most honest in Chinese
society will rise with even greater force to the war for the salva-
tion of its people and its country from enslavement by Japanese
imperialism and its agents? Among the soldiers and the com-
manding staff of the Kuomintang troops as well as among pres-
ent and former cadets of the Wampoa Military Academy and
others—whom many people entirely incorrectly lump together
and regard as supporters of Chiang Kai-shek—there were, are
and will be not a few admirable young men who evince an ever
greater desire and readiness to cooperate with the people and its
Soviet government and Red Army in the struggle against
imperialism.

The feasibility of the proposals of the Communist Party of
China is due not only to the objective situation of the country
but also to the growth of the subjective factors—the growth in
the power of the Red Army and of the Soviets.

During the year and a half which has elapsed since the Thir-
teenth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist
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International, the Chinese Red Army has won a great new vic-
tory. Under the leadership of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party and the Central Soviet government of China
ti.w main fotces of the Red Army in the former Central Soviet
district of Kiangsi-Fukien not only successfully slipped through
the strategic encirclement by Chiang Kai-shek’s army, which was
almost a million strong, but also broke through the enemy’s ring
on the Southern and Western fronts and accomplished the heroic
n‘farch from Kiangsi to Northwestern China. By passing through
nine pr('winces, overcoming the difficulties presented by the high
mountain ranges, lack of roads and mighty rivers (Wu Kiang,
Yangtze, Chinsa-kiang, Tatu Ho, etc.), by fighting through a
distance of over three thousand kilometers, the main forces of
the Chinese Red Army displayed heroism and accomplished mili-
tary feats unexampled in the history of the civil war. The Red
Army carried out in time the general plan of crossing into
Szechwan, joined forces with another principal part of the Red
Army (the Fourth Army) in the vicinity of the city of Chengtu
and, together with the Fourth Army, created a new Central
Soviet district on part of the territory of the provinces of Kwei-
chow, Szechwan, Sikang, Hunan, Kansu and Shensi of such
size and strength as was previously unknown. The numerical
strength of the Red Army in all Soviet districts not only
did not decrease during the recent period of heavy fighting
but has greatly increased. According to data of the hostile for-
eign and Chinese press the numerical strength of the regular
troops of the Red Army is today already approaching the half-
million mark.

Furthermore, formerly a number of large groups of the Red
Army (Second, Fourth, Sixth and other army groups) were
scattered and were not connected with one another. Now, they
are either united territorially or have established contact between
themselves through partisan detachments and through other
means. Formerly, the main forces of the Red Army were sta-
tioned in districts of the Kiangsi and Fukien provinces, which

29




were greatly exhausted economically by the many years of war,
and which were constantly being blockaded on all sides by the
enemy. Now, the main forces of the Red Army have occupied
extensive tetritories in Szechwan, Sikang, Kweichow, Kansu and
other provinces where there are immeasurably greater resources
both of supplies and of men for the army, where it is much easier
to organize military defense and where it is considerably more
difficult for the enemy to carry out plans for attack and, even
mote so, for military encirclement.

The fact that the slogans of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China to increase the numerical strength
of the regular units of the Red Army to one million men and to
extend the territory of the Soviet districts to include a popula-
tion of one bundred million people can already be fully realized
in the very near future is another proof of the great victory of
the Red Army.

This historic new victory of the Red Army and the Soviets
of China undoubtedly permits them to appear to a still greater
extent and with greater force as the leader and unifying center
of the Chinese people in the struggle for the salvation of the
fatherland!

Not only the growth of the forces of the Red Army and the
Soviets but also the growth of the forces of the Communist
Party testify to the strengthening of the subjective factor.

The Communist Party of China has become a party which
numbers almost half a million members and which has won over
to its side not only a majority of the workers in the Soviet dis-
tricts but a majority of the masses of the population there. Under
difficult conditions, the Communist Party brilliantly leads the
struggle of the Workers” and Peasants’ Red Army and the Soviet
power. Despite difficulties and at the expense of the greatest
sacrifices the Communist Party of China is heroically acquitting
itself in Manchuria, Jehol, North China and the Kuomintang
districts as the only leader and organizer of mass revolutionary
struggle, beginning with primitive and passive forms (petitions,
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sabotage, etc.) and carrying it forward to its most acute form
(mass political and general strikes, armed uprisings against
Japanese imperialism and its agents—the puppet government of
what is known as “Manchukuo” and the Nanking government
of Chiang Kai-shek and Hwang Fu—in defense of the partial
and general interests of the broadest masses of the people). On
the basis of the Leninist-Stalinist line of the Communist Inter-
national, the Communist Party, in the hard school of national
and class struggle, has been able to forge and to temper hun-
dreds and thousands of fighters devoted to the cause of revolu-
tion, has been able to create talented cadres who are capable of
fighting and who are not afraid of difficulties but go out to
meet them in order to overcome them. Among these fighters are
foremost Party leaders and statesmen—Mao Tse-tung, Chang
Kuo-tao, Hsiang Yin, Chow En-lei, Po Ku, Cheng Yin-chi, Lin
Tsu-han, Wang Chia-hsian and others. Among them are famed
military commanders—Chu Teh, Peng Te-huei, Hsu Hsian-chien,
Ho lung, Tung Chien-tang, Chang Tsan-hao, Hsiao Keh, Lin
Piao, Lo Ping-kwei, Lu Pei-hsuen and others. Among them were
and are national heroes and class fighters—Peng Pai, ang Yin,
Chu Chen-po, Lo Teng-hsien, Tsai Ho-sen (all members of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China), Teng Chung-hsia (member of the Central
Committee), Yung Tai-yin (member of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party and leader of the Young Communist
League of China), Chen Yuan-tao, Ho Tsin-shu (prominent
leaders in the fight against Li Li-hsianism), No Ping-lan (prom-
inent woman Communist) and others, national heroes and fight-
ers whose Bolshevik firmness under tortures and atrocities in
enemy prisons and heroic death showed fighting examples for
each Communist and evoked the most profound admiration of
the entire Chinese public opinion. Among them were fearless and
heroic fighters—Comrade Huang Kung-lo (member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party, Commander of the Fifth Red
Army), Shen Tsei-min (member of the Central Committee of
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the Party), Liu I (Political Commissar of the Second Red
Army), Sun Hei-chow (Commissar of the Seventh Corps of the
Red Army)—who fought to the last drop of blood for the cause
of the Soviets and Red Army. Among these cadres were famous
national heroes—Comrades Sun Hsiao-pao, Gu Wei-yui and
others—who were in command of workers’ volunteer detachments
and who gave their lives in the most decisive battles duting the
heroic defense of Shanghai; Tung T'san-shun, Pei Yan and others
who heroically sacrificed their lives in the struggle against the
Japanese army of occupation in Manchuria. Among them ate
also such noteworthy commanders and political workers of the
famous vanguard of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red
Army as Comrade Fan Chi-min, who, taken prisoner by the
Kuomintang executioners, holds high the glorious banner of the
Red Army and the Communist Party and evokes the sympathy
and admiration of all the best people of China.

The ideological, political and organizational growth of the
Communist Party of China is explained by the fact that it is
being led by the Leninist Communist International, by the fact
that it can utilize the experience and assistance of all Sections of
the Communist International and, primarily, the richest expe-
rience of the leading Section of the Communist International—
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

Our Party is true to the teachings of one who, after the death
of Lenin, continued to develop. further the theory and tactics
of Marxism-Leninism in general, and the theory and tactics of
Marxism-Leninism as applied to colonial revolutions in partic-
ular; who developed the theoretical foundations of the strategy
and tactics of the Chinese Revolution—to the teachings of the
gteat Stalin!

The Communist Party of China has grown and become
strong on the basis of an irreconcilable struggle against counter-
revolutionary Trotskyism and liquidationist Chen Tu-hsiuism,
against the semi-Trotskyist Li Li-hsianist line and counter-revolu-
tionary Lo Chang-lunism. It has grown and become strong on
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the basis of an active participation in and leadership of various
forms of mass struggle in the anti-imperialist and agrarian revo-
lution. It is precisely this growth of the forces of the Commu-
nist Party of China that permits it boldly and decisively to raise
in a new manner the question of the anti-imperialist united
front.

Some people think that the proposal of the Communist Party
of China for an anti-imperialist united front is merely a maneuver
and not a real policy. This is absolutely false.

These people cannot comprehend the simple truth that the
Communist Party has no interests other than the interests of the
people. Does not the cause of the salvation of the fatherland
from imperialist invasion correspond to the interests of the peo-
ple? Of course it does! China is our fatherland! The Chinese
nation is the Communists, the Red Army, all the sons and daugh-
ters of our fatherland! The cause of the salvation of our father-
land is the cause of the salvation of our entire people from colo-
nial slavery and death by starvation. These people do not under-
stand that the strength of the Communist Party lies precisely
in the fact that, unlike the Kuomintang, the Social-Democratic,
bourgeois and petty bourgeois parties, its words are always at
one with its deeds.

Brazil

A really serious national movement has only just begun in
Brazil, but it has already led to a political crisis. Nevertheless,
as yet there is no sharp demarcation of class forces, and a part
of the national bourgeoisie still supports the general popular
struggle against imperialism. On the initiative of the proletariat
and the national-revolutionary forces, the National Liberation
Alliance (Alianza Nacional Libertadora)—an organization rep-
resenting a revolutionary anti-imperialist bloc of classes—was
formed in Brazil in the beginning of this year. The National
Liberation Alliance is supported by the Communist Party, and
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Communists have entered its organizations together with mem.-
bers of many other political parties and groups (as, for example,
Tenientes,* Trabalhista,** Socialist Parties of individual states,
the Left wing of the Liberal Alliance [ Alianza Liberal *4k} and
others).

In contrast to the Chinese Kuomintang of 1925-27 when it
was still a bloc of anti-imperialist organizations, the Brazilian
National Liberation Alliance is, from the very beginning, a broad
democratic organization based on individual and collective mem-
bership. Among its members are workers’ trade unions, student
and youth organizations, peasant leagues, etc. Many officers and
enlisted army and navy men have affiliated themselves with the
National Liberation Alliance. This popular and democratic char-
acter of the National Liberation Alliance considerably facilitates
the struggle of the proletariat and its Communist Party for lead-
ership within and without the Alliance. At numetous well-
attended meetings and popular conferences our Comrade Louis
Carlos Prestes—the national hero and “knight of hope” of the
Brazilian people—was elected honorary chairman of the National
Liberation Alliance.

Comrade Prestes’ appeal of July 5, 1935, shows that our
Brazilian comrades are the foremost fighters for the national
emancipation of the entire Brazilian people. Both in the appeals
of the National Liberation Alliance and in Prestes’ manifestoes
three major demands of the program for the creation of a broad
anti-imperialist united front are advanced:

L. The struggle for the national independence of Brazil;

* Tenientes—a party of army officers of intermediate rank. consist-
ing mainly of petty bourgeois revolutionary elements. .

% Trabalhista—a workers’ party afhliated with the Second Interna-
tional. It has no influence on the broad masses and supports the policy
of the Labor Ministry. L '

#¥k Alianza Liberal—a party of the boutgeoisie and the land-
owners, connected mainly with United States imperialism. It came to
power in 1930 by means of a coup detat.
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2. The struggle against the latifundia and for the immediate
confiscation and transfer to the peasants of the latifundia belong-
ing to the imperialists and the national traitors to and betrayers
of the nation;

3. The struggle for popular democracy, in defense of demo-
cratic rights and popular liberties against the encroachments and
violations on the part of the reactionary Vargas government and
the fascists.

In connection with the tremendous growth of the influence
and forces of the National Liberation Alliance, the Vargas gov-
ernment, hiding behind false phrasemongering about the defense
of “liberal democracy and the world against Left and Right
extremism”, with the support and on the instructions of imperial-
ism, primarily of British imperialism, is destroying popular libet-
ties, promulgating extraordinary decrees, concluding agreements
with the reactionary government of Argentina concerning armed
intervention in the event of an outbreak of a national-liberation
revolution in Brazil, consolidating the forces of the clergy and
landowners, instigating the Integralists* to commit atrocities and
arming counter-revolutionary bands. This government of national
betrayal, sensing its isolation from the masses of the people, is
not only trying to suppress the National Liberation Alliance but
is secretly preparing a bloody massacre of the fighters for the
national freedom of the Brazilian people and is preparing to
establish an open reactionary dictatorship. On the other hand,
Comrade Prestes, in the name of the entire Brazilian people,
unfurled the banner of struggle under the slogan: “All power
to the National Liberation Alliance!”

As things stand now, our Brazilian comrades are faced with
the task of still further broadening and consolidating the united
anti-imperialist people’s front, in order that the National Libera-
tion Alliance should really be able to repulse the reactionary
offensive of the government and fulfill its responsible and hon-

* Integralists—the Brazilian fascists.
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orable task of winning state power in the interests of the Bra-
zilian people.

The Brazilian Communist Party is faced with the task of
directing its efforts towards the consolidation of a united national
front; of wholly overcoming all misgivings concerning the cor-
rect line of the Party and the sectarian resistance to it on the
part of individual Communists; of featlessly developing a mass
movement in the name and defense of the National Liberation
Alliance, raising this movement to the highest forms of struggle
for power.

At the same time, the Communists cannot but remember that
without the active support of the peasant masses the struggle
against imperialism and reaction cannot be successful, and that
an underestimation of the peasants’ struggle may lead, as has
been shown by the experience of the Communist Party of China
(1927), to severe defeats. The Communists are therefore striving
with all their power to draw the Brazilian peasantry, the basic
mass of the Brazilian people, into an active struggle for national
emancipation, for the urgent demands of the peasants directed
against the landowners and against the latifundia, are striving
to organize peasant leagues and to affiliate them with the Na-
tional Liberation Alliance, to strengthen the influence of the pro-
letariat in the struggle of the peasantry.

At the same time, our Brazilian comrades will extend the anti-
imperialist people’s united front by including in it all possible,
even though temporary, allies and fellow travelers (among them
parliamentary opposition parties and governors of the various
states of Brazil who are dissatisfied with the Vargas govern-
ment), in order to weaken and isolate the Vargas government
and to facilitate the national-liberation struggle of the Alliance.

The National Liberation Alliance has started a great and
glorious cause. Were it actually to win power, it could put
through a broad program of national and social reforms in the
interests of the Brazilian people. Having arisen on the basis of
a united anti-imperialist people’s front, the government of the
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National Liberation Alliance will be an anti-imperialist govern-
ment primarily, but as yet it will not be a revolutionary-demo-
cratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry. Together
with representatives of the proletariat this government will in-
clude representatives of other classes which have participated in
the struggle for the national liberation of the Brazilian people
(among them also representatives of that part of the national
bourgeoisie which temporarily supports the struggle of the people) .

The Communists in this government will strive for a program
of national and social reforms in the interests of the people.

In their struggle for the national independence of Brazil
the Communists will strive to achieve the annulment of enslaving
foreign loans, the nationalization of the enterprises of those
foreign capitalists who will not submit to the laws of the national
government, and at the same time will come out in favor of
foreign capital investments on conditions which will not affect
the sovereignty of the Brazilian people. While coming out in
favor of the introduction of protective tariffs to safeguard the
national industry against imperialist dumping, the Communists
will fight to protect the interests of the broad masses of the
people, i.e., they will fight against the raising of retail prices on
the internal market or for a corresponding increase in the wages
of the workers.

The Communists will strive to make the national-revolution-
ary government a center which consistently fights for peace
against imperialist war, a center which inspires and rallies the
masses of the people throughout Latin America for the just
struggle of liberation from the imperialist yoke.

At the same time the Communists will strive to achieve the
carrying out of extensive social measures in the interests of the
workers, peasants and urban petty bourgeoisie: they will fight
for real democracy for the people and for the arming of the
people, for bread for the hungry, for the transfer of food sup-
plies that were laid by for purposes of speculation (coffee, etc.)
to the urban poor; they will demand the introduction of an
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eight-hour working day, an advanced form of social insurance
and the establishment of a minimum wage for the workers.

The Communists will suggest to the government of the
National Liberation Alliance that it promulgate measures to
ameliorate considerably the lot of the urban toiling masses, i.c.,
that it abrogate all old taxes, reduce rent for living quarters and
premises occupied by small traders and artisans, ensure low
credits, introduce free education in schools and universities for
the children of the toilers.

The Communists will strive to make the national government
begin a struggle to ameliorate the condition of the peasantry,
revoke all feudal duties and taxes, annul indebtedness to the
bankers, usurers and landowners, confiscate and distribute among
the peasants the land of the latifundia owned by foreigners and
the enemies of the people and fatherland, recognize all unauthor-
ized seizures of landowners’ food supplies by the hun gry peasants,
ensure the right of the peasants to organize into peasant leagues
and assist in the organization of peasant self-defense against the
violence of the reactionaries.

Our Brazilian comrades have laid a good foundation for the
creation of a united anti-imperialist front. Let us hope that they
will be able to achieve a victorious outcome in this great and
difficult undertaking.

Other Communist Parties of Latin America, which can learn
something from our Brazilian comrades, of course adapting the
experience of the latter to the peculiarities of their own coun-
tries, are beginning to enter upon the same path.

In the first place, it is necessary to note the struggle of the
Communist Party of Cuba which has already taken the first
steps towards the conclusion of an agreement with the national-
revolutionary organization “Young Cuba”, which has a wide
mass influence, and with the national reformist party “Auten-
ticos”, led by the former president of Cuba, Grau San Martin.
for joint action against imperialism and the Mendieta-Batista

dictatorship.
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In a number of countries of Latin America, however, until
very tecently the line of establishing a broad anti-imperialist
front has not always been well understood, and sometimes has
even met with setious resistance.

It is true that in Mexico the Communist Party has achieved
certain successes in the struggle for trade union unity and in
the peasants’ struggle. This is very important and our Mexican
comrades may be congratulated on these successes. But the
Mexican Communist Party has as yet done almost nothing in the
struggle for the united anti-imperialist front. In this Party there
is an underestimation of the danger of a reactionary Calles* coup
and. it has not yet finally rejected the definitely incorrect stand
which considers that the nationalist-reformist government of Cat-
denas is supposedly carrying out the fascization of the country.
There is as yet no improvement in the struggle for the crystal-
lization of a national-revolutionary wing within the P.N.R. (Par-
tido Nacional Revolucionaries)** and this cannot be achieved
without open and frank offers on our part to the P.N.R. in
respect to joint action against impetialism, against the danger
of a Calles coup and against clerical reaction.

Even less, perhaps, has thus far been accomplished in Argen-
tina, despite the fact that the Argentine Communist Party has
not a few good, theoretically prepared comrades, and has had

~much experience in the class struggle in the past. The situation

in Argentina has become very acute in recent months. The popu-
lar and, in particular, the anti-imperialist movement is growing.
Under these conditions the achievements of the Communist
Party are insufficient and the Communist Party must overcome
the sectarian attitude which is still strong in its ranks. The Ar-
gentine Communists will strive to achieve a turn in the struggle

* Calles, the former president of Mexico, who represents the most
reactionary section of the national bourgeoisic and the largest land.
owners and who is supported by American imperialism.

*# PN.R.—the so-called “National-Revolutionary Party”, which is
really a national-reformist party, now in power in Mexico.
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for the establishment of a broad united front against Utibu-
ruism* and imperialism, striving to achieve an agreement for
joint action not only with the Socialist but also with the Radical
Party, despite the resistance of the Right elements within this
Party. It is a mistake to consider (and this point of view may
spread through the ranks of the Communist Party of Argen-
tina) that before proceeding to the struggle for the people’s
front it is absolutely necessary to establish a united proletarian
front beforehand. Experience has shown (in Brazil, for example)
that the establishment of an anti-imperialist united front in
semi-colonial countries considerably facilitates the achievement
of trade union unity. At the same time, however, a proletarian
front in its turn strengthens and consolidates the people’s front
of struggle against reaction and imperialism. These two tasks
should therefore not be placed in opposition to each other nor
should stages or degrees be set up for the solution of these
tasks; it is necessary to struggle boldly for a united proletarian
and people’s front against imperialism and reaction!

India

India is a classical colonial country with a relatively numerous
proletariat and a considerably advanced demarcation of classes.
Whereas in speaking of China and Brazil I pointed out that the
Communist Parties of these countries were able to achieve appre-
ciable successes in elaborating platforms of demands and were
able to find suitable forms of mass organization for the creation
of a broad people’s anti-imperialist front, T must say that the
situation is different in India.

Our comrades in India have suffered for a long time from
“Left” sectarian errors: they did not participate in all the mass

* Uriburuists—a grouping connected with imperialism and embrac-
ing the reactionary section of the national bourgeoisie and large land-
owners in Argentina, which was led by Uriburu, recently deceased
ex-president of Argentina.
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demonstrations organized by the National Congress or organiza-
tions affiliated with it. At the same time, the Indian Communists
did not possess sufficient forces independently to organize a
really powerful and mass anti-imperialist movement. Therefore,
the Indian Communists until very recently were to a considerable
extent isolated from the mass of the people, from the mass anti-
imperialist struggle. The toiling masses of India could not be
convinced of the fact that the Communists not only really desire
to struggle themselves, but can also lead the millions in a struggle
against the principal mortal enemy of the Indian people—
British imperialism. In this connection for a long time the small,
scattered groups of Communists could not become a united,
mass all-Indian Communist Party. By their sectarian policy and
isolation from the mass anti-imperialist movement, these small
Communist groups objectively helped to retain the influence of
Gandhism* and national reformism over the masses. It was only
recently that the all-Indian Communist Party, which has already
taken shape, began to rid itself of its sectarian etrors and made
the first steps toward the creation of an anti-imperialist united
front. Nevertheless, our young Indian comrades, having taken
this road, showed a great lack of understanding of the united
front tactics. This may be borne out even by the fact that our
Indian comrades in attempting to establish a united anti-impe-

- rialist front with the National Congress in December of last year

put before the latter such demands as “the establishment of an
Indian Workers’ and Peasants’ Soviet Republic”, “confiscation
of all lands belonging to the zemindars [landowners] without
compensation”, “a general strike as the only effective program
of action”, etc. Such demands on the part of our Indian com-
rades can serve as an example of how not to carry on the tactics
of the anti-imperialist united front. True, the Indian Commu-
nists somewhat corrected their line later on and achieved, on the

* Gandhism—the theory of Gandhi, who preaches passive resistance
to British imperialism and who is the actual leader of the National Con-
gress in India.
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one hand, the unification of the revolutionary and reformist
trade unions, and, on the other hand, an agreement with the
so-called Congressional Socialists for a struggle against the new
slavish constitution. This policy has already brought the first
results. I have in mind the mass protest meetings against the
new slavish constitution which were organized in Bombay and
Calcutta by the Communists and Congressional Socialists on the
basis of a broad united front.

In the interests of the further successful struggle against
British imperialism, the Indian Communists must put a decisive
stop to sectarianism and must actively participate in the mass
anti-imperialist movement. The Indian Communists should in
no case disregard work within the National Congress and the
national revolutionary and national-reformist organizations
affiliated with it, maintaining at the same time their complete po-
litical and organizational independence. Both within and without
the National Congress the Indian Communists must consolidate
all the genuine anti-imperialist forces of the country, broadening
and leading the struggle of the masses against the imperialist
oppressors.

The Indian Communists must formulate a program of popu-
lar demands which could serve as a platform for a broad people’s
anti-imperialist united front in each given period of the struggle
of the masses. In my opinion this program for struggle in the
immediate future should include approximately the following
demands:

1. Against the slavish constitution;

2. For the immediate liberation of all political prisoners;

3. For the abolition of all extraordinary laws and decrees di-
rected against the interests of the broad masses of the people;

4. Against the lowering of wages, the lengthening of the
working day, and the discharge of workers;

5. Against burdensome taxes, high land rents, and against
confiscation of the peasants’ land for non-payment of debts and
obligations;
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6. For the establishment of democratic liberties.

There can be no doubt that the Indian Communists, who led
a strike of 100,000 Bombay textile workers last year, are able in
Bolshevik manner to proceed to the organization of a broad
people’s anti-imperialist front, are able to organize the masses of
the people for resistance to the increasing aggression of British
imperialism and, by their consistent, stubborn and self-sacrificing
struggle for the vital interests of the Indian people, for the urgent
requirements of the toiling masses, are able to lead these masses
to a victorious anti-imperialist and agrarian revolution in India.

The more successfully the Indian comrades utilize the favor-
able experiences of the Communist Parties of China and Brazil
and the more decisively—and at the same time flexibly—they
carry out the tactics of the anti-imperialist people’s front in rela-
tion to the conctete conditions of contemporary India, the sooner
they will be able to achieve this. In this connection I want par-
ticularly to draw the attention of the Indian comrades to the fol-
lowing directives in the resolution of the Seventh Congtess:

“. . . it is necessary to draw the widest masses into the

national liberation movement against growing imperialist exploita-
tion, against cruel enslavement, for the driving out of the impe-
rialists, for the independence of the country; to take an active
part in the mass anti-imperialist movements headed by the national
reformists and sttive to bring about joint action with the national-
revolutionaty and national-reformist organizations on the basis
of a definite anti-imperialist platform.”

To strive with all their power and all the means at their dis-
posal for the establishment of a united anti-imperialist front of
the broad masses of the people both within and without the
National Congtess, to strive for the active participation of Com-
munists and their supporters in all mass anti-imperialist demon-
strations, irrespective of who calls them or who organizes them, in
order to show the people by deeds that the Communists are really
the vanguard of the people of India in the struggle for national
emancipation—this is now the main task of the Indian comrades.
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Arabian Countries

It has been previously pointed out that the task of the Indian
Communists is to broaden and assume leadership of the anti-
imperialist struggle. This applies also to other colonial and semi-
colonial countries. I will only mention an additional task which
faces the Communists of the Arabian countries.

The truth of the matter is that the international imperialists,
in the interests of their robber policy, have torn the Arabian
countries into pieces, setting up artificial borderlines. But, despite
the fact that individual Arabian countries are ruled by different
imperialist powers, they are all interconnected by their geo-
graphic location and by their common language, history and revo-
lutionary traditions.

Hence it follows that the Arabian Communists, while work-
ing to establish a people’s anti-imperialist front in each of these
countries, must at the same time join their forces and must strive
to achieve the co-ordination of the anti-imperialist struggle in
all these countries, must strive to establish an all-Arabian people’s
anti-imperialist front. The Arabian Communists must draw up a
program of demands which can serve as a platform uniting all
anti-imperialist forces in the Arabian countries.

I believe that by taking into account the experience of China,
Brazil and other countries, our comrades in the remaining co-
lonial and semi-colonial countries will be able to draw their own
tactical conclusions depending on the concrete conditions of their
struggle.

United Front and Trade Union Unity

Some people think that questions of the united front of the
working class and of trade union unity ate not on the order of
the day or, at any rate, are of no particular significance to the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, because as a rule the working
class of these countries has not been split into a revolutionary
(Communist) and a reformist (Social-Democratic) camp. This is
false!
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It is true that the workers in colonial and semi-colonial
countries, because of the peculiar historical conditions of these
countries, were not, as a rule, split into Communist and Social-
Democratic camps as was and is the case in capitalist countries.
But the working class and its trade union movement in the co-
lonial and dependent countries is to a considerable extent split
into the revolutionary and the national-reformist camps, in the
first place, and, secondly, they are split according to various guild
traditions and medieval customs (associations of people coming
from the same district, religious organizations, etc.). As a result
of the growing national and class struggle in the colonial and
dependent countries and because of the influence of the extensive
and mighty struggle for a united anti-fascist front and trade
union unity on the part of the working class in capitalist coun-
tries (especially in France, Germany, Spain and Austria), the
workers in the colonial and semi-colonial countries have evinced
and are evincing greater activity and a keen desire to establish a
united front of their class, and trade union unity. This is borne
out by numerous facts.

As a result of the growing will on the part of the mass of
wotkers to establish a united front and a united trade union
movement, a change has taken place in the attitude of the re-
formist, anarcho-syndicalist and other trade union leaders. In
Chile, for instance, the anarcho-syndicalist General Confedera-
tion of Labor, which spoke decisively against a united front with
the adherents of the revolutionary trade union movement, was
lately forced to declare its readiness to conclude a united front
agreement. The agenda of the regular Congress of the General
Confederation of Labor, held in April of this yeat, included the
question of the united front and trade union unity. The reform-
ist confederation of trade unions of Chile declared, at the be-
ginning of this year, that it has become convinced of the
necessity of uniting the trade union movement and has begun to
set up unity committees.

In Brazil, because of mass pressure, many government trade
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unions and even a member of trade union confederations affili-
ated with the Ministry of Labor have severed their connections
with the latter and have affiliated with the Trade Union Unity
Congress called by the revolutionary General Confederation of
Labor of Brazil.

In Argentina, the leaders of the reformist General Confedera-
tion of Labor did not dare to come out openly against the amal-
gamation of the three trade unions of woodworkers in Buenos
Aiires, and the establishment of a single union.

In Mexico, where the trade union movement is more scattered
than anywhere else, the leaders of the reformist trade union cen-
tets (CR.O.M,* Toledano Confederation,** the Chamber of
Labor*** and the Revolutionary Chamber of Labor) are now
coming out as supporters of trade union unity.

In India, the amalgamation of the reformist All-Indian Con-
gress and the Red Congress of Trade Unions has taken place
(April, 1935).

In China, the workers, both members of the reformist Kuo-
mintang trade unions and members of Red Trade unions are
realizing their united front struggles in numerous strikes, dem-
onstrations, etc.

But it must be noted that in most of the colonial and semi-
colonial countries (with the possible exception of Brazil), and in-
cluding China, the Communists underestimated the importance
of united front and trade union unity tactics, were unable to take
the lead in and organize the growing urge of the mass of workers
towards the united front and trade union unity and have thereby

* CROM. (Confederacion Regional Obrera Mejicano)—the re-
formist trade union center of Mexico whose leaders are connected with
the reactionary group of the former president of Mexico—Calles.

** Toledano Confederation (Confederacion Toledano)—one of the
largest trade union centers in Mexico, headed by Lombardo Toledano
and at present affiliated with the trade union united front organization.

*#% Chamber of Labor (Camara del Trabajo)—trade union center
led by the Labor Department of the ruling National-Revolutionary Party.
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surrendered the initiative to the reformists (e.g., India) and even
to the national-reformist government (e.g., Mexico.)

Only by establishing a united front and a united trade union
movement of the working class can the Communist Party really
ensure a proletarian frame-work in the anti-imperialist people’s
united front and greatly facilitate its struggle for the hegemony
of the proletariat in the people’s anti-imperialist and agrarian
revolution. On the other hand, the establishment of a united
anti-imperialist front considerably facilitates the formation of a
united front and a united trade union movement of the working
class, as has been shown now by the experience of Brazil, and
before that, in the period of 1925-27, by the experience of China.

True, in many colonial and semi-colonial countries (for exam-
ple, in the non-Soviet parts of China) where the revolutionary
trade union movement is underground, it is, of course, impossible
to copy the methods and forms of the struggle of the mass of
workers for the united front and trade union unity used in coun-
tries where the trade union movement is legal. In those countries,
the Communists and the supporters of the revolutionary trade
union movement must find such forms and methods of work and
struggle as would assist them, in the end, to achieve their aim—
the establishment of a united front and a united trade union
movement of the working class. I believe that one of the best
and most effective methods and forms of struggle for a united
front and trade union unity in those countries where our move-
ment is illegal is the shifting of the main stress in trade union
wotk to the establishment of small illegal, Red trade union
groups, to work within all existing workers’ mass organizations
which enjoy legal or semi-legal existence, in order to win over
these organizations.

A Decisive Improvement Is Necessary in All Fields of
Party Work

Moreover, it must be mentioned that for the successful ac-
complishment of the task of the Communists in colonial coun-
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tries which is most important for the immediate future—the
establishment, extension and consolidation of the anti-imperialist
people’s front—while applying united front and trade union
unity tactics we will strive to achieve a real improvement in the
tactics and in other important phases of Party work, namely:

1. In order to realize our new, wholly correct tactical line
in the field of establishing and broadening the anti-imperialist
people’s front, the Communist Party of China will not only fight
with all the means at its disposal against the strong sectarian
tendencies and traditions which exist in the Party organizations
on the very questions of the anti-imperialist people’s front and
trade union unity, etc., but it will also revise a number of meas-
ures in the field of economic policy which it was forced to carry
out in the past, primarily because of the protracted war and be-
cause of the limited resources of the former Central and other
Soviet districts. For instance, the policy toward the kulaks will
be made more precise. The policy with regard to small land-
ownets who do not work their land themselves, but who, because
of their economic and social condition can by no means be con-
sidered landed gentry, will be corrected. The fact is that the land
of even these petty owners was often confiscated as a result of
individual, incorrect instructions of local soviets to the effect that
the land belonging to those who do not cultivate it themselves
should be confiscated. The taxation, financial and trade policy,
etc., will be reconsidered with a view to attaching to it @ more
clearly expressed popular and clearly national character in order
to facilitate the mobilization and organization of the broadest
masses of people throughout China under the leadership of the
Communist Party and the Soviets around the national-revolu-
tionary struggle against the powerful enemy—Japanese imperial-
ism and its agents.

2. In order that the Communist Party should really be able
to win influence over the broad sections of the youth and draw
them into active participation in the anti-imperialist and class
struggle, it is necessary decisively to revise the organization and
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the work of our Young Communist Leagues. Under the present
conditions of China, for instance:

(a) From a narrow young workers’ organization our Young
Communist League must be transformed into a broad, mass ot-
ganization which is really directing its course towards including
the workers and peasants and the entire anti-imperialist youth;

(b) The Young Communist League must pass from copying
the methods and forms of work of the Party to a real political,
cultural and military education of the youth by means of in-
creasing the propaganda of Marxism-Leninism, by creating social-
educational, sports and other types of organizations and by active
work in all existing mass youth organizations with the aim of
winning them over, irrespective of who organized them, etc., etc.

The Anti-Imperialist United Front and Questions of the
Hegemony of the Proletariat and Soviet Power

Questions of the anti-imperialist united front, the hegemony
of the proletariat and Soviet power are of the utmost political
significance. Some people think that the participation of the
Communist Party in the anti-imperialist united front signifies a
weakening in its struggle for the hegemony of the proletariat
and for Soviet power. This, of course, is absolutely incorrect.

The hegemony of the proletariat in the revolutionary move-
ment is no abstract slogan, no empty phrase, but a concrete
matter which expresses itself primarily in ideological, political
and organizational leadership by the proletariat and its party of
its allies in the revolution (peasantry, urban petty bourgeoisie),
beginning with the partial struggle for their immediate demands
and ending with the struggle for state power. The hegemony of
the proletariat does not come of itself; the Communists must win
it by means of systematic and unselfish practical work.

Soviet power cannot be established without the corresponding
preparation of the great masses and the Communist Party for
the revolutionary struggle. Soviet power can be established only
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when the level of the class struggle is sufficiently high and when
the forces of the proletariat and the peasantry, led by the Com-
munist Party, are sufficiently great.

Furthermore, the Communist Party of China has won the
hegemony of the proletariat in the revolutionary struggle and
has established Soviet power over a considerable part of the
country precisely because from the very beginning of its develop-
ment (as far back as 1924-25) and to this very day it has ap-
peared and is appearing before the entire people as an indepen-
dent force and the vanguard in the anti-imperialist struggle, and,
because it resolutely directs and leads the struggle of tens of
millions of peasants for land, i.e., the agrarian revolution. The
Communist Party of Brazil is beginning to come forward as an
independent political factor in the entire life of the country and
is on the road to becoming a really mass party precisely at the
present moment, when it has taken the initiative in creating the
National Liberation Alliance as a concrete expression of the anti-
imperialist people’s front in the present conditions of Brazil, and
is actively coming forward in the revolutionary mass struggle
against imperialism and its agent—the reactionary Vargas gov-
ernment.

On the other hand, in those countries where the Communists
were for a long time unable to create an anti-imperialist united
front, the Communist Parties have not yet become strong, mass
parties. These facts show that without the active participation of
the Communists in the general people’s and national struggle
against imperialist oppression it is inconceivable that the Com-
munist groups ot the young, numerically small Party can be
transformed into a real mass party, and without this the hegem-
ony of the proletariat and Soviet power in their country is not to
be thought of. Without a doubt imperialism is the principal and
basic enemy of all the colonial peoples, and if the Communists
are unable to come out against imperialism in the front ranks of
the people, how can the people recognize in the Party its van-
guard and leader?
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Every Communist in the colonial countries must become
firmly convinced that under the conditions of a country like
China, where Soviet power already exists on a part of the terri-
tory, the correct application of the anti-imperialist pecple’s front
will not weaken but, on the contrary, will strengthen the position
and the power of the Communist Party in the struggle for
the strengthening of the hegemony of the proletariat and
for the further victory of the Soviet revolution. On the other
hand, under the conditions existing in a country like Brazil,
where the National Liberation Alliance has already been
established, the further skillful application of correct anti-im-
perialist people’s front tactics facilitates the struggle of the Com-
munist Party and the victory of the revolution in the stage of the
general national front and prepares the ground for the further
development of the revolution in the next and higher stage, i.e., it
facilitates the struggle of the Communist Party for the perspec-
tive of establishing Soviet power for the Brazilian people. Finally,
under the conditions of such countries as India and others where
the objective conditions for the development of a mass revolu-
tionary anti-imperialist struggle exist, but where the Communist
Parties are still weak, the correct application of the tactics of
establishing an anti-imperialist united front rapidly increases the
influence and the authority of the Communist Party and height-
ens the people’s struggle against imperialism.

But from this one should not draw the conclusion that an
incorrect application of these tactics by the Communists does not
carry with it a serious danger for the Communist Party and the
revolutionary movement. We know from the history of the
struggle of the Communist Party of China that when the op-
portunists in its leadership, headed by Chen Tu-hsiu, counter-
posed the tactics of the united national front to the task of the
class struggle at the critical moment of the revolutionary move-
ment in 1927, when for the sake of retaining a united national
front with a part of the national bourgeoisie these opportunists
renounced the revolutionary struggle of the working class in
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defense of their vital interests, renounced the agrarian revolution
of the peasantry, renounced the struggle for winning over
national-revolutionary armies and for arming the workers and
peasants and, finally, when these opportunists rejected an inde-
pendent policy in regard to our temporary allies (the refusal to
criticize first the waverings and later the treachery of the Right
and then the Left wing of the Kuomintang, etc.) —they brought
the 1927 revolution to defeat. But from this it is nevertheless
quite clear that it was not the anti-imperialist united front tactics
themselves that were at fault, but that it was the opportunists,
who distorted these revolutionary tactics to suit the bourgeoisie
and imperialism, who were incorrect.

The comrades from the colonial and semi-colonial countries
must seriously set about the formation of the anti-imperialist
united front, must earnestly struggle to carry out this most im-
portant task placed before all of us and before all our Parties by
the Seventh Congress of the Communist Internationall

III. THE PROBLEM OF FASCISM IN THE
COLONIAL AND DEPENDENT COUNTRIES

ROM the point of view that fascism is the open, terrorist

dictatorship of the most reactionary, most chauvinistic and
most impetialistic elements of finance capital, from the point of
view that fascism grew out of the soil of the bankrupt bout-
geois-democratic regime, that Social-Democracy cleared the way
to power for fascism (as we have seen, for instance, in Germany
and Italy) there can, of course, be no question of this kind of
fascism in the colonial and dependent countries.

Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that in a number of colonial
and dependent countries during recent years, especially after
fascism came to power in Germany, a so-called fascist movement
is growing.

In China, for instance, during the past years, Chiang Kai-shek
made strenuous efforts to organize the Blue Shirt League which
unofficially and sometimes even officially, in the press, called
themselves National-Socialists. Fulfilling the role of executioners
in regard to the people, the Communist Party and all anti-
fascist groupings, fulfilling the role of medieval barbarians (the
burning of books and literature, the burying alive of revolu-
tionary writers, etc.) and bloody gendarmes in the Kuomintang
troops, these terrorist bands are at the same time trying to spread
their influence over the masses. Hence the campaign for the
“new life”, the campaign for the revival of the ancient Chinese
code of morals and Confucianism, the demagogic appeals to
struggle for the national emancipation of China, etc.

In Brazil, there is a fascist organization (the so-called In-
tegralists) which has its branches in the provinces, in the districts,
in the schools, the factories, the mills and on the landed estates.
They have departments of propaganda and of culture, a military
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department, a social-economic department and others. The strict-
est military discipline prevails in the organization. The leaders of
this organization are intellectuals in the overwhelming majority
of cases—doctors, lawyers, etc.; but among these leaders there
are also not a few large landowners, industrialists and bankers.
In Argentina thete is a similar organization—the “Civil Legion”.
In Mexico there are the “Gold Shirts” (Camisas Doradas). In
Chile there are National-Socialist organizations, etc., etc.

True, all these so-called fascist organizations, with the excep-
tion of the Brazilian Integralists, are to this day by no means
mass organizations. All of them, by establishing connections with
one or another imperialist power (in the first place, with fascist
Germany), are nationally corrupt organizations and a weapon
for the imperialist enslavement of their own people. All of them
represent the most reactionary, the most counter-revolutionary
and the darkest forces of their country. The economic, political
and historical conditions of the colonial and dependent countries
differ from the conditions in Germany, Italy, Austria, etc. In
connection with all these circumstances the fascist movement in
the colonial and dependent countries cannot, of course, grow in
the same way, in the same forms and with such force as in Ger-
many, Italy, etc.

Nevertheless, we should by no means underestimate the role
and significance of the fascist movement and the fascist organiza-
tions insofar as this “fashionable” sign of reaction is utilized by
the most counter-revolutionary elements among the landowners
and bourgeoisie of the colonial and dependent countries for the
organization of counter-revolutionary forces, for the struggle
against a people’s revolution and for still further increasing the
enslavement of the people of their own countries by imperialism.
The fascist movement and the fascist organizations represent a
particular danger for the revolutionary liberation movement in
the colonial and semi-colonial countries because the fascists every-
where in these countties, before everything else, hasten to make
use of nationalist demagogy, which often meets with response
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from the masses. The fascists also widely disseminate social dema-
gogy. By means of this demagogy they are sometimes able to
draw in disheartened petty-bourgeois masses, which are called
upon to play a role of considerable importance in the anti-im-
perialist struggle of the colonial and dependent countries. The
fascists are particularly dangerous to us also because very many
Communist Parties of the colonial and semi-colonial countries
even now are unable to direct the anti-imperialist and anti-reac-
tionary moods of the masses into the channel of revolutionary
struggle, are unable to gain influence over the masses. From this
it is clear that the struggle against fascist movements and fascist
otganizations in the colonial and semi-colonial countries is one of
the most urgent and important tasks of our Parties.

As experience has shown, the struggle against fascism in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries must now be conducted on
two fronts: on the one hand against the neglectful attitude and
underestimation of the danger and harmfulness of the fascist
movement in their own country (the error committed by many
Communists in China), and against the tendency to exaggerate
the importance of the fascist movement of their countries, on
the other. For instance, many of our comrades in the Latin-
American countries characterize almost all bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois parties as fascist or on the road to becoming fascist,
thus hampering the establishment of an anti-imperialist and anti-
fascist people’s front.

How, then, should the struggle against the fascist movement
and against fascist organizations in the colonial and dependent
countries be carried on?

I believe that of all the numerous and various tactical means
the following are the most important and fundamental:

1. The organization of a really revolutionary mass anti-
imperialist struggle and the establishment of an anti-imperialist
and anti-fascist people’s front for the purpose of smashing the
fundamental national demagogy of the fascists, in order to show
the masses the real way out of their colonial and dependent
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condition. This means produces good results. For example, in
Brazil lately the powerful upsurge of the National Liberation
Alliance movement not only weakened the influence of the In-
tegralists among the masses, not only evoked a split between a
considerable portion of the rank and file and the leaders of the
Integralists on the question of the attitude towards the national
movement and the National Liberation Alliance, but it has also
caused a split among the leaders of the Integralists and has even
resulted in a number of individual prominent leaders (among
them the candidates for parliament from San Paulo) coming over
to the side of the National Liberation Alliance.

2. Skiliful methods of exposing the demagogy of the fascists
by the Communists for the purpose of convincing the masses, on
the basis of the latter’s own experience, of the falsity of the
fascists” promises. T shall cite several examples from the experi-
ence of individual Party organizations in the Kuomintang dis-
tricts of China. For instance, when Chiang Kai-shek’s Blue Shirts
were carrying on a campaign for the “new life”, for the “ob-
servance of ceremonies”, for “respect to parents”, etc., our
village Party organizations in the Kiangsu and Chekiang prov-
inces, by utilizing the New Year’s holiday, organized the presen-
tation of a petition, signed by thousands of peasant families, to
the city committee of the Kuomintang and to the village and
county authorities, demanding the distribution of rice, grain and
clothing in order that the peasants should really be able to cele-
brate the New Year’s holiday in accordance with the “new life”,
in a spirit of “observance of ceremonies” and “respect to par-
ents”. When the local Kuomintang officials refused to satisfy
these demands, and when the police fired into the assembled
crowd, the peasant masses headed by the Communists passed
from petitions to militant and imposing demonstrations against
the Kuomintang, fascist deceivers. Another example. When the
Blue Shirts proclaimed the slogan of a “new life” (hygiene and
cleanliness in daily life, etc.) the Communists organized “Com-
mittees of Struggle for a New Life” in various enterprises in
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Shanghai and demanded the improvement of labor conditions
ftom the employers, in conformity with the rules of the “new
life”. After this the Blue Shirts temporarily ceased their propa-
ganda for a “new life” in a number of enterprises in Shanghai.

3. In his report Comrade Dimitroff very correctly drew at-
tention to the necessity for intensifying the ideological struggle
against the fascists. In China, for instance, Chiang Kai-shek
and his Blue Shirt League make use of the most backward,
medieval doctrines (Confucianism, Buddhism, etc.) for the pur-
pose of duping the masses. They have distorted Sun Yat-sen’s
teachings in order to justify their capitulation to imperialism.
Many Communists underestimate the importance of the ideologi-
cal struggle against the Kuomintang and the Blue Shirt League.
They think that all these are trifles, that they are all survivals of
backwardness and medievalism and that it is therefore impossible
to win over the masses by struggling against these survivals. This
is wrong. It is true that Confucianism, Buddhism, etc., are sur-
vivals of backwardness and medievalism, but besides the back-
ward, medieval, barbarian and aggressive, what else is there that
you can find in the ideology of these representatives of decaying
and dying classes? That is not the point. The point is that all
this old ideology has deep roots in the traditions of the masses
and exerts great influence over the masses of the people. It is

* therefore necessary to take these points of view into consideration.

It is necessary patiently to explain to the broad masses of the
people the source and the teal meaning of these points of view,
as well as the attitude and the points of view of the Communists
on morality, ethics, etc., in order that the masses should under-
stand that the Communists are the real heirs of all that is best
and most valuable in our old traditions and culture and at the
same time the creators of a new, higher and better culture and
morality. As regards Sun Yat-senism, while pointing out the in-
consistency and inadequacy as well as some of the etrors of this
school of thought, it is necessary to point out to the masses that
Sun Yat-sen was a national revolutionary and that in his ideol-

57



ogy and especially in his activity there is much that is valuable
and much that is good, since what was most important to him, as
he himself said in his legacy, is “the struggle for the indepen-
dence and equality of China”. At the same time, the masses must
be shown that we—the Communists—are the heirs of Sun Yat-
sen’s best revolutionary traditions and ideas, since it is only we
—the Communists—who tirelessly work and fight for the na-
tional emancipation and welfare of our people. On the other
harfd, such of Sun Yat-sen’s disciples as Chiang Kai-shek, Wang
Ching-wei, Taig Ti-tao and others are not only the most despic-
able criminals towards their people and their country, but are
also loathsome traitors to the teachings and legacy of Sun Yat-
sen. Without a systematic, patient, skillful and intelligent strug-
gle against the Kuomintang, the Blue Shirt League, etc., the
Communist Party will not be able to win over to the banner of
the revolution those masses who, because of their backwardness
naivete, illiteracy and historical conditions and traditions ar;
still under the influence of the Kuomintang and of other p:lrties
and groups that are hostile to the people.
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IV. THE ROLE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF COLO-
NIAL REVOLUTIONS IN THE NEW ROUND
OF REVOLUTIONS AND WARS

HEREAS on the eve of and even during the first imperial-
ist World War the colonies and semi-colonies served mainly
as objects for division among the imperialists and really acted for
the home countries as reserves of raw material, foodstuffs, labor
power and military reinforcements, matters are entirely different
now, on the eve and in the period of a new round of revolutions
and wars. Under the influence of the great October Revolution
and the victory of socialism in the U.S.S.R., under the influence
of the general crisis of capitalism and the world economic crisis,
and as a result of the altered relation of class forces and the
growth of the proletariat and the Communist Parties, the co-
lonial and semi-colonial peoples will fill and are already filling an
important historical role in the great struggle of mankind for
the overthrow of imperialism and the victory of the international
socialist revolution.
As proof of this, let us take the strike struggles of the work-

“ing class throughout the world. According to verified statistical

data, almost fifty per cent of the participants in strikes during
the past years were the workers of the eastern countries and of
Latin America. To prove this, we can take the peasant struggle.
Although in many large capitalist countries it is only in the past
few years that the peasants are beginning to carry on a partial
struggle against imperialist monopoly, against enslavement by
the banks and against the bourgeois governments—the peasantry
in many colonial and semi-colonial countries, because of its triple
exploitation and oppression by the imperialists, the landowners
and the capitalists, is constantly rising in armed struggle in de-
fense of its vital interests and constitutes the immediate driving
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force of the anti-imperialist and agrarian revolution. To prove
this, we can take the Soviet Revolution in China, which today
has already become one of the decisive factors in the interna-
tional revolutionary movement, and which in its further develop-
ment cannot but shatter the foundation of world imperialism. As
a proof we can cite the role of the Indian revolution whose vic-
torious outcome cannot but lead to the downfall of British im-
petialism.

We must, nevertheless, mention the fact that not all Com-
munists propetly undetstand and recognize the role and impor-
tance of colonial revolutions. This is clearly shown by the atti-
tude of our brother Parties in the capitalist countries towards the
Chinese revolution. Facts show that with the exception of our
Japanese brother Party, which is heroically struggling with its
utmost power against Japanese imperialism and for the defense
of the Chinese people, and with the exception of our American
brother Party, which has begun—even if it has only just begun, it
is nevertheless a beginning—to collect money for the Chinese Red
Army, our other brother Parties as far as assistance to the Chi-
nese Revolution is concerned have as yet limited themselves, to a
certain extent, to agitation and propaganda. Meanwhile, the Chi-
nese revolution is in actual need of support, primarily on the part
of the workers of all the large imperialist countries. In his
report, Comrade Dimitroff assured us, to the thunderous applause
of the entire Congress, of his firm determination to support the
struggle of the Chinese people for its emancipation from all the
imperialist beasts of prey and their Chinese agents. The Chinese
people has the right to expect practical measures from the world
proletariat in support of its liberation movement.

In connection with this, I would like to mention one extremely
moving and outstanding act of genuinely revolutionary inter-
national solidarity performed by one of our heroic Japanese com-
rades a month and a half ago. On June 23, 1935, in Eastern
Kirin, Lin-an county, a Japanese military chauffeur drove a
motor-lorry, loaded with 60,000 machine-gun and rifle bullets,
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hand grenades and bombs, to a lonely mountain spot where the
anti-Japanese detachments of Chinese partisans usually hid.
However, despite a long search he could not find the partisans.
The gun-fire of an attacking Japanese detachment could already
be heard nearby. It was then that the Japanese chauffeur decided
to commit suicide.

The Chinese partisans repulsed the attack of the Japanese
troops, and eatly on the morning of June 24 they found the
motor-lorry with the dead chauffeur on a mountain path. In his
pocket they found a farewell letter addressed to them. In this
letter the unknown Japanese chauffeur wrote:

“Dear Comrades of the anti-Japanese people’s army and of all
anti-Japanese partisan detachments:

“I have brought you a small present—sixty thousand bullets,
and many hand grenades and bombs. T would very much have
liked to speak to you in person of the unbounded love, solidarity
and respect which the Communist Party of Japan and the Jap-
anese toiling people feel towards you—national heroes—towards
the entire Chinese people who are near and dear to us and towards
the valiant brother Communist Party of China, which together
with us is carrying on the struggle against the Japanese impe-
rialist vultures. I waited a long time for you, but can wait no
longer. 1 can already hear the gunfire of the approaching Jap-
anese troops. Only one thing remains for me to do under these
circumstances. I cannot and will not return to the Japanese troops.
I have decided to kill myself and leave you this little present.
I don’t know, though, whether you will receive it. I hope you will.

“I shake your hand.

“With comradely greetings,
“One of your Japanese Communist comrades.

“June 23, 1935.”

This is not a chance act; it is an act of historic significance
reflecting the mutual love, respect and solidarity of the two great
peoples of the Far East. Yes! We Chinese are against Japanese
imperialism, but we love the Japanese people. We are against
Japanese imperialism because it opptesses, exploits and annihi-
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lates us, the Chinese people, but we love the Japanese people be-
cause the Japanese people is the nearest to us, the Chinese people,
in point of history and culture, the most closely related in point
of mutual understanding and respect. We love the Japanese
people because it is just as industrious, noble and intelligent as
our Chinese people. Finally, we especially love the Japanese peo-
ple because together with us it is carrying on a struggle against
one and the same common enemy—Japanese imperialism.

Yes! This was only one of our heroic Japanese comrade Com-
munists. There must be many such heroes of revolutionary inter-
nationalism in the Japanese and in other Parties. And each of
such heroes is worthy of the admiration and respect of the revo-
lutionary and the best minds of the world.

Eternal glory to our immottal hero, the unknown Japanese
comrade!

Glory to our heroic Communist Party of Japan which has
raised in its ranks such a heroic fighter of revolutionary inter-
nationalism!

Glory to the heroic Japanese working class and the Japanese
toiling people which was able to produce this great son of whom
the whole world may be proud!

Glory to our Leninist-Stalinist Communist International!
Only in its ranks could such a truly great hero, who did not
spare his life for the great cause of world revolution, be forged
and tempered!

I have already pointed out that not all Communists propetly
estimate and understand the role and the significance of colonial
revolutions. This may be shown by the fact that certain Commu-
nists who work in capitalist countries usually regard colonial
revolutions as something extraneous, or, at best, as insignificant,
auxiliary forces of the world revolution. This is an entirely in-
correct conception of the role and significance of the colonial
revolutions of the new epoch—the epoch of world proletarian
revolution, one of whose component parts, according to Lenin
and Stalin, is the colonial revolution.
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Comrade Communists and Social-Democratic workers! The
matter of colonial revolutions is important not only because the
peoples of the colonial and semi-colonial countries constitute an
absolute majority of mankind; this matter is important not only
because the majority of the colonial peoples are actual toilers; it
is important not only because parts of our own working class and
its parties live and struggle in these countries. It is important
because the actual rulers there are the same enemies of the people
against whom and for the overthrow of whose rule we fight in
our own home. A disparaging attitude towards colonial revolu-
tions is one of the remnants of Social-Democratic deviations
among Communists and advanced workers. We must decisively
put an end to this!

In the present serious condition of the international class
struggle we must at all costs strive to establish a real fighting
world-wide united revolutionary front of the proletariat in capi-
talist countries with the oppressed peoples of the entire colonial
world for a common struggle against the wotld counter-revolu-
tionary united front of imperialism and its agents.

We have all the fundamental prerequisites for this. We have
a common enemy—imperialism, we have a single program and
the same aims of a struggle for socialism, we have the strategy
and tactics of the world revolution, we have the same fortress of
revolutionary struggle—the U.S.S.R., we have the same world
party—the Communist International—and we have the same
teacher and leader—the great Stalin!

We should always remember Lenin’s last article, his last
legacy, in which he gave a clear evaluation of the perspectives for
the development of post-war capitalism, the perspectives of
struggle between capitalism and socialism, and at the same time
evaluated the role and significance of colonial revolution in the
decisive struggle between the socialist and capitalist worlds. At
the end of this article Lenin wrote:
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“The outcome of the struggle, in the final analysis, depends
on the_ fact that Russia, India, China, etc., constitute an over-
wh?l@mg majority of the population. And it is precisely this
majority of the population that during the last few years is being
drawn into the struggle for its emancipation with unusual rapid-
ity, so that in this sense there cannot be the shadow of a doubt
as to what the final outcome of the world-wide struggle will be.
In this sense, the final victory of socialism is fully and uncondi-
tionally assured.” *

Yes! The final victory of socialism is fully and uncondi-
tionally assured, especially now, when both the working class of
the foremost imperialist countries and the oppressed peoples of
the colonial world are rising in a common struggle against
fascism, capitalism and imperialist wars, in a common struggle
for Soviet power and socialism!

Forward! Raise higher the banner of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin! Raise high the banner of the Communist International!
Forward to the victory of the world socialist revolution!

* Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. XXVII, Russian edition.
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