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FAREWELL, COMRADE KU T‘HENBERG;-

FAREWELL OUR LEADER

BY JAY LOVESTONE.

{Comrade Lovestone wasg perhaps closer to Ruthenberg than any com
rade now living. For the last ten years they have worked tlosely together,

peginning with the first efforts to o

entire period of the existence of the Communist movcmonf)

L * &

Thwe severest shock I have ever had
in my life came with the death of
my closest gulde, leader and friend,
Comrade Ruthenberg.

‘t» me., Comrade Ruthenberg was
more than an individual—even more
than a Party Comrade.

“¢. B, as 1 called Comrade Ru-
thenberg, was to me the symbol of
our Pariy, fighting unceasingly an

uphill battle against tremendous odds,
against the most brutal, the most pow-
erful imperislism the world bhas
kpown,

In the passing of Comrade Ruthen-
berg, our Party has suffered - the
areatast Josg.in its history. All Amer-
fcan labor, the entire- American work-

ing ¢lass has suffered , the greatest-

loss in it history.

Our pain js as great as our loss.
Comrade Ruthenberg has been and
will remain an immortal example for
cur whole Party, for the entire work-
ing class to foilow. Comrade Ruthexn-
berg's whole life was one of immor-
tal service to the American working
RETCH

Cosrwde Kuthenberg wag ihe frst
man in the history of the various
left wing movements in the Socialist
Party to realize the value of organ-
fzation. It was Comrade Ruthenberg
who first understood that if the So-

¢ialist Party was to be a Party of -

revolutionary Socialism. the left wing
{orees had to stay within the Party
and 10 organize themselves,—->
(‘ommrade Ruthenberg was the first
the in the United States to be con-
victed and sent to jail for inspiring
and organizing masses of workers to
i~ixt the drive of our impertalistg t
*Lrviw the American workirg ciass in-
‘v the death orgy of the Zreat war.
T ten months Comrade Ruthenberg
~te a4t in 1he Canton jail for his cour-
anti-war activities are ten
Menthe which will forever live ag an
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C. E. RUFHENBERG—OUR LEADER.

. to he healthy and strong.

The Communist movement and the working class of this
country have suffered a severe loss in the death of Comrade C.
L. Ruthenberg, general secretary of the Workers (Communist)
Conirade Ruthenberg died in the American

at 11 a. m,, after an operation

for appendicitis. (‘omrade Ruthenberg did not become ill until
late Sunday afternoon, when he began suffering from severe
paing, he was rushed to the hospital and cperated on the same
‘Severe complications set in after the operation which
finally’ developed into peonitis which-eaused his death,

Comrade Ruthenberg- was still in
the prime of his lite, and appeared
He was
only 45 years of age. Heo was very
seldom ill.. On Friday evening at sup-
per time he complained of a pain in
the right «ide, which he atiributed to
neuritus,  He had been working very
hard the last few weeks. ‘The uhited
attack of the enemies of the revolu-
tionary working <class movement of
thig country against the Party placed
additional  hurdens “upon Comrade
Ruthenberg’s shoulders, He was work-
ing’ out plany to meet the offensive
of the enomies of the Party in addi-
tion to the other work he was dolng;
thus, depriving himselt of much need-
ed rest. He was, consequently, under
a very savere gtrain, and he atiributed
these paing to this atrain and to lack
of rest. He worked all day Saturday
and attended” a committee meeting
that evening, not leaving off until ail
business had heen completed, altho
he continned to feel worse.

Comrade Ruthenberg continuegd- to
be conscious to the end.

He apoke continually of the Party
work und of the needs of tha Ameri-
can working «<iass. His last words
when he, already felt that he was dy-
ing wereo®

“Tell the comrades to close their
ranks; to build their Party, The
American working class, under the
leadership of aur Party and the
Co'*'ntern will win. Let's fight on.”

The rurferal will take placee on Sun-
day. March 6, 1 p. m., from the Ash-
land Auditorfum, at which a maas
Memorial Service will be held. Tas~
4peakers will be Comrades Foster,
Lovestone, Bedacht, Kaplan and Swa-
heck. The hody will be on view at
this service, It will then he cremated
and sent to Moscow where the ashes
will be bhuried under the Kremlin
Wall, with the other men who gave
thefr lives in the service of the in-

‘nepiring  sacrifice to the American
i%ers.  These ten months will be
rowerful force for arousing the

Suevican prgletariat (o turu vur next

woerialist war into a  civil  war

the exploiters and oppressors
tothe workers,
* omrude Ruthenberg was the driv-

2 Yoree in giving a nation-wide or-

Lanized bhasls to the sweeping left

*iae movement of the Soclalist Party

wr the Proletarian Revolution in

Bo<v’a in November, 1917.

W'l do 1 remember How I was
v with John Reed and others in
wing headquarters in West

New York City, enxious-
wwaiting to hear as to how de-
~ve a victory Comrade Ruthenberg

sae leading the left wing in Cleve-

w4 Whep we learned of the mag-

4 tieent succees in the Cleveland So

fi~* Party under the able leader

‘v b of Comrade Ruthenberg, we felt

DRSNS L4

Vo e

<y Rtreer,

1Continued on page 4.)

“LET’S FIGHT ON!"

(Statement on the Death of Our Leader,
Comrade Ruthenberg.)

In the death of Comrade C. E. Ruthenberg, leader of our ®arty and the
revolutionary working class in this country, the masses of the intensely
exploited young workers suffered a grest loss. Comrade Ruthenberg sym-
tolized in his perion the ‘fution of the militancy of the American workers
with the revolutionary heritage of Marx‘and Lenin. He will siways remain
a source of inspiration to the young workerg in this country and his life
and work will always be our guide and teacher.

rade Ruthenberg saw in the most exploited section of the working clags—
the working youth-——a reservoir of strength for the struggle of the proletariat
against caoitalism. Ever gince the first convention of our League in which
Comrads Ruthenberg played a leading part, he has been the dynamic force
in giving politicat expression to the struggles of the young workers.

upon us, the living. The Young Workers (Communist) League must re-
double itg efforts to reach the masses of young workers for Communism
{ (Continued on page 2)

Particularly during the present period of American imperialism Com- |

The death of our leader places greater burdens and responsibilities :

ternational working class. This was
Comrade Ruthenberg’s wish.

Memonria

holewe ~o
soiiassg  ma

ranged all over the country. The
Workers (Communist) Party and the
Young Workers (Communist- League
will conduct a special Huthenberg re-
cruiting campaign. The workers from
the factories, mines, and mills will be
asked to join the Party of Ruthen-
berg and to carry on his work.

Imaostinos ne-
Imeslines a2t

Remember
Ruthenberg’s
Last Message:

Fight On!
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Ruthenberg’s Life of Struggle

/

C. E. Ruthenberg was born {n Cleveland, Ohio, on July 8, 1882, of work-
He began earning his livelthood at a very esrly age. beéirg
a factdry worker, clerk, and a newspaper correspondent until 1912, when.
he began working for the Socialist Parity as an organiszer.

Comrade Ruthenberg joined thr Socialist Party s 1909 and became an
being elected recording secretary of the City
Central Committer within two or three months after he joined the party.
This porition he held until 1912 From the very beginning Comrade Ruthen-
Gerg sympuathized with the more miti-¢————

ing cing\a parents.

sctive figure imme@lately;

tant section of the Soclglist FParty
and under his leadship practically
the entire ('leveland organization and
the Ohio Vederation of the Boclatist
Party adiiered to the left wing eie-
ments ani became one of the dreive
ing forces in the creation first of a
.National Left Wing and later of the
Communist Party,
Editor of Cleveland Socialist.

In 1912, Comrade Ruthenberg he-
came the editor of the Cleveland So-
clallst, the organ of the Local Cleve-
land of the Socialist Party, Under
his eble direction this paper attalned
avery wide circulation among the
Lhio workers, In 1913, he was elect-
ed Secretury-Organizer of the Cleve-
“land local and this position he held
unti] 1919, when he became the Execu-
tive Secretary of the newly organized
Communist Party,

Ruthenberg and the Workers.

Thruout this time, Ruthenberg be-
came one of the most popular and
wel known figures in the Ohio La-
bor movemcent. He was in continu-
ous demand ag speaker at labor meet-
Ings and pienies. The Central Labor
Unica of Cleveland considered Ruth-
enberxg its leader and alwuys con-
sulted him when an important proh-
lom confronted them. In election cam-
paigns, Comrude  Ruthenberg, who
was & frequent candidate, made every
effort to utilize the electlon platform
a8 & means for mass  propaganda
among the workers, rather than as a
means of catching votes hy compet-
ing with the bourgeois parties in the
fssuance of vote eantching  slogans.
That this wux & much more effective
m>hod than the one generally em-
ployed hy the Rociallst candidates is
evidenced hiv the large votes which
Ruthenberg always polled.  Comrade
Ruthenberg was candidate for Mavor
of Cleveland in 1911, 1915, 1917, 1915,
Mor governor in 14172 state treasurer
1910: United States senotor, 1914,

Ruthenbera. Party Builder.

- oall this activity Comrade Ruthen-
berg never forgot that it war essen-
tial under all cireumstances to buaild
the Purty. ile conridered that with-
out a Party which had its rcots firm-
ly in the working class, election cam-
prigne and votex wouhl be of very lit-
e uxeé. His policy found & ready
Fesponse with the rank and file and
the Clevelund organization of the So-
clalisat Party xoon became one of the
most powerful and influential in the
couantry.

Ruthenberg, Leader of the Left Wing

Comrade Ruthenberg's role as ‘the
leader of the militant proletarian
elemenis within the Soclalst Puriy
reached national importance for the
first time in the convention of 1912
it was at this convention that the;
fight between the right wing and the
left wing first took the form of an
open struggle,  The right wing lead-]
ership under the pressure of many at-.
tacks by the bourgeoisie wished to;
make the Socialist Party respe(tabiox
and consequently proposed’ the nowi
famous “Article 2, Section 6,” of the,
Constitution which declared that any:
member who believes in sabotage,
force or violence etc,, etc., shall be
expelled from the Party, Comrade
Ruthenberg led the right against the
adoption of this article. After its
sdoption, Comrade HRuthenberg re-
mained within the Socialist Party and
carrfed on the struyggle for Revolu-
tlonury Socislism, ralike many good
proletarian elements who left the So-
clalist  Party In  disgusi and either
jotned the I, W W. or drifted out of!
the working cluss movement entirely.
The figk, which Comrade Ruthenberg
began at the convention in 1912, he
carried on until 1919, found the en-
tire membership of the Ohlo Socialist
Party lined up solidly behind the left
wing and the Communist Party.

At the St. Louis Convention,

The next  cerisis in the  Soclalist
Party axnin fonnd Comrade Ruthen-
berg the Jeads r of the left wing., This
wus the St Louls conventlon in 1917,
severnl  weeks  after  the  United
States had entered the world war.
Within the Socialirt Party evidences
of Social patriotism were - already
showing themselves.: Ieaders like
Spargo, Russel, Walling, openly be-
came the champivns of American im-
perialtsm and demunded that the So-
clalist Party do what the Socialist
Partles of other countries had already
done—beray the working class and
bourgeois guverumrui 1o

SipjoT] ihe

the prosecution of the avar. The
right wing leaders tike Hilguit and
Berger  refused 1o tuke @ definfte

stund on the question until they could

see which way the wind was blowing.
Ruthenberg and the War.

In this situation C: mrade Ruthen-

herg tovk ap uncompron ‘sing stand.

He declared that the war was an imn-

perialist war on all sides aad de!
manded that the American- workers
not only not support the war hut

use @ll the means jn their power 10

‘Ruthenberg was in touch with In-
. terpational

control,

no longes possible to capture the So-

cialtsm taey left it and organized the
Communist Party and Communist La-
bor Party, which later fused and now
are the Workers Communist Party of

‘er
Communist Party on the day it
organized a @ remained secretary ui-

nght against it, The left wing under
this miiitant leadership swept -the-
St. Louis coanvention and compelled
the vacillating elements to iimp along.
The St. lLouls manifesto of which
Ruthenberg was the author wasg car-
rted by an overwhelming smajority.
Spargo, Russel, Walling packed theirjer
grips and joined the -entire oﬂeial1
 leadership of the labor movement
ahd becanrs salesmen of war bonds,
while the Hillquits and Bergers, swam
with the etream, at the convention
vily i beiray the working class after-
ward, at first secretly aad then
openily. In _this - work;, Camrade

Socialist Propaganda
league of which Comrade Bukharin
wias the leading spirit. Comrade Rutn-
enberg afterward many times ex-
plained that the left wing committed
serions errors in permitting the ma-
ichinery of the Party to remain In the
‘hands of the right wing after it had
‘been defeated. This had been done
before, but the mistake made 4n 1917
was of a very serious nature as the
right wing was later enabled, thru its
control -of the Party machinery, to
fight very effectively against the left
wing and the majority of the mem-
bership.

Ruthenberg and the Russian
Revolution.

The next crisis again found Com-
raic Ruthenberg in the forefront.
The coming of the Rnussian Revolu-
tion aroused intense enthusiasm in
the ranks of the Socialist Party aand
among the advakced sections of the
workingclass. Everywhere, the rank
and file recognized the Bolsheviki as
the leaders of the internationa] revo-
Jutionary movement und clamored
that a new International be extab-
lished which would include only the
revolutionary elements and exolude
the traitors and sccial patriots, The
official leadership of the Social Party
thru its control of the Party machin:
ery resisted this moveinent. .at - first
secretly and later openly. They ex-
pelled or suspended the bulk of the'
memiwr«hip and set about destroy-f

b

ing every organization they could not!

t

Ruthenberg and the Communist Party
When the lef* wing saw that it was
cilaling So-

Party for Revolutionary

America. In this struggle Comrade
Ruthenberg has always been a lead-
He became the secretary of the
a3

til his death with. the excpetion of

the tim: that he spent in jail. .
Ruthenberg’'s Struggle Against the
War.

Of all the

leaders of the SOciali«!

"LET'S

in order to fill the gap left in our Party’'s ranks. The splendid example ofl
3 32¥5on 10 e ivicrcsis oF the proietamat which |
Comrade Ruthenberg manifested in his unceasing struggle against the last!
imperialist staughter fest of 1914.18 must be emulated now by the masses

revalutiansre 2o tr2gs an
’

of young workers who must rally to
with the cry:

Comrade Ruthenberg -gaid that one of the most important problémg of
the working class movement is to make militant fighterg of the young work- |
In carrying on his grezat work our Young Workers (Com-
munist) Lzague must deliberately orientate itself to reach and influe=~ce
the masses of young American workers particularly in the heavy industries.

ers in industry.

The dea.h of our teader will oniy serve to steel our revolutionary pur-
our ranks, to fight on until the victory of the American work-
ing class 15 assured, until the establishment of the workers’ and farmers’
Scviet Republic of the Uniteg States.

pose, to clogs

cry on his Lips: “Let's fight on'™
Close the ranks of the Party and
tatigm!
Long live Communigm!

Nationa® Executive Committee.

FIGHT ON!"

(Continued from page 1)

Hands off China and Nicaragua!

the united front against imperialism

Comrade Ruthenberg died with the

League for the struggle against capi-

t

Young Workers (Communist) League of America. |

NAT KAPLAN. National Secretary.

“-.._w

Party Comrade Ruthenborg m the
fonly one that earried on a revolutios.
ary struggle against the world wap,
Where otiers confined themselves 15
making speeches or remained entire.
ly silent Comrade Buthenberg organ.
1zed mass demonstmations of the work.

ers and in every other way mobilizeq

the workers for ‘the struggle against

the hnperlallu war, For this he wag
indiéted under the -conccription Iaw
in June, 1917, and sentenced and cen.
victed in July of the same year. The
trial was a marked contrast to the
trial of other Soccialists for “obstruct
ng” the wani. While at his tris] Ben
ger whined that he was an old may

'and he had done nothing anyway,

Ruthenberg utflized the court as ®
tribunal fromn which to continue ta
mobilize the workers for revolution
ary struggle against the war. Upon
hig~release from j2i! he continued his
activities and so effective was he that
in 1919 he received 27,000 votes ag
candidate for mayor out of a 41otal
of 100,000 cast,

Ruthenberg in Capitalist Courts.

The tradition thus established for
the revolutionary utilization of anti-
Communist trials Ccimrade Ruothen-
hetg maintained thruout his life. In
1920 h¢ was again tried and convict.
ed under the New York “criminal
anarchy” laws and served two yeam
in jail, While the 1918 triai Comrade
Ruthenberg  used for the struggle
against the war he used this trial to
popularize Communism and the Com-
munist Party among the masses of
the workers. 1922 ayain found Com-
rade Ruthenberg facing a enpitalist
court in the now famous AMichigas
cases and again Comrade Ruthenberg
set an example of how a Communist
should behave hefore a capitadist
court, by taking the offensive, making
the accuser of the accused,.and fght-
ing for the legalization of the Com-
munist Party. In this hé was success-
ful ‘and shortly after the Workers
Party became the officlal Comsrunist
Party of this country.

Comrade Ruthenberg-—Leader,

In the entire existence of the Com
muHnist Party Comrade Ruthenbersg
has been the initiator of the mest
important steps the Cornmunist Pty
took to becime a - mass party—a

fight for tné jegalization of the Pardy
the three fights for the Labor Party,
the reorganization of the Party, the

campaign for. the Protection of the
Foreign-Born, the -establishment of the
Daily Worker—all these found Com-
rade Ruthenherg leading the struggie
to the broadening of the Party io
reaching the masses,

‘The life of Comrade Ruthenberg
has been a life devoted entirely to
the working class. The very least we
can do to endeavor ¢o follow ia
Comrade' ‘Ruthenberg’s footsteps.

 “LET’S FIGHT ONY”

B8Y THE “GADFLY.”

Ruthenberg is dead!

Torn we are

Between our sorrow for the loss of him

Gone afar

And the battle grim.

Always unflinching
Even Death's buss

Guiding us.

Workingmen!

To him in requiem

In the fight!

Showed him a clear unwavering light=

Sharp your sword and steel your head

For he has said:
“Let's Fight On'"
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THE YOUTH AND THE TRADE UNIONS

Comrade Ruthenberg’s Last Article on the
Youth Question

The trade ‘muton movement of this covntry today stands as the
most backward In any capitalist country. The bureaucratic leaders
of the trade unions, in place of {nstiliing in the minds of the workers
the ideology of struggle against their exploiters and oppressors are
advocating podicies of collaboration and submisston. n place of appeal-
jng to the pride of the workers as a class, teaching them to fight as
4 cluss, their policy ts that of compromise and co-operation with the
masters,

The older generation in the trade undoms is thoroly imbued with
this xpirit of Gomperism. On the new generation of workers, which
ix just learning from bitter experiences thq character of wne existing
gysiem of explojtation, rests the hope of creating w working class
. movement in which Gomperism wtii be succeceded by the spirit of ciass
pride, and the consciousnebs that it is the destiny of the workers to
create a new soclal order, that it {8 their task to take control of the
productive forces of soclety and 8o order and organize them that they
will serve the inmterests of those who produce wealth in place of for
the enrichment of & small clads of exploiters.

The work of imbuing this apirit in the young workers who will be
the militant fighting center of the working class movement tomorrow,
‘fs the tusk of thé Young Workers (Communist) League. In directing
the work of the ledgue into these channelg in &#n effort to reach and
influence the voung workers in industry, teaching them the necessity
of their organizing to fight againsi the capitalists to make of them
militunt trade unfon fighters, the Young Workers (Communist) League
{s taking up one of the most important problems of the working class
movement. It is thru establishing contect with the young workers in
industry, furnishing them with the spirii of class struggle against the

master clasg, that the Young Workers (Communist) League will be-
come a powerful force in the American labor movewment.

These tasks are now .being taken up by the Young Workers (Com-
muni<t) League in earneat. The work of establishing its fnflyence
has hween hegun. The future promises achievements and success. in-
apiring the fight'ng spirit in the young workers, and bringing them
under the i duenr e and leadership of the Young Workers (Commurist)
| R 410 R )

(nir party must give earnest and enthusiastic eupport to this

rork the Young Workers (Communist) Leagune. 'The task of
spreading cur {deas and our campaigns among the young workers
hiax not hween supported to the full extent that the party is able to give
sappoert.  We have uot built, the Young Workers' League wherever
there are units of the Workers (Communist) Party. The energetic
camppaigns now being undertaken by the Young Waorkers (Communist)
Leaguce must receive the full support of every party unit. The party
members must study the proposals, organization plans, campaigns in-
iutedd by the Young Workers ¢Communist) League and devise ways
and means of aiding them in carrying out the campdigns.

The way this ald can be given best is thru the organization of
units of the Young Workers' League wherever units of the party exist
and the full support of those units of the Young Workers' League which

ar now in existence.

ol

IN MEMORIAM

The followisg telegram was sent out by the National Executive
Committee to all district organizations of the Young Workers (Com-
munist) League:

Chicago, ., Ma~ch 2, 1927.

C. E. Ruthenberg, leader,of our Party and of the revolutionary
American working class died this morning. This is the severest loss
the working class of this country has suffered since the death of
Lenin, Comrade Ruthenberg symhs ized ii. Lis person the fusion of
the militancy of the American workers with the revolutionary heri-
tage of Marx and Lenin. He was the liv'. that united all that was
best in the working class and Socialist movement in thir Country
before the war with the revolutionary ideals of Communism to which
large masses of the American workers have been won over since the
glorious proletarian revolution in Russia.

The death of cur leader places additional burdens upon us, the
Bing. Jusi aw e deatn of Lenin was ine signai for ihe workers oi
Russia and of the entire world to consolidate their ranks and streng-
then the Party of Lenin, so must we now work with redoubled energy
for the cause for which Ruthenberg has given his life. The Red-Fiag
of the workers whcih Ruthenberg bore aloft all thru hig life will be
taken up by us and borne forward to the working class victory.

Close the ranks of the Party and League for the struggle agaihst
capitatism!

Long tive Communism!

M ® .

From the Executive of the Comintern..
Workers Party of America, Chicago.

Executive Committee Communist International expresses its pro-
found sorrow in the death of Comrade Ruthenberg, member of its
presidium. We express our deepest sympathy to the Workers (Com-
Munist) Party of America in the loss of its general secretary and
ieader. Our mutual bareavement is a great loss especially to the
worl ing class of America. At no time since Comrade Ruthenberg
raised the Red Fiag against the imperialist war and led the way to
the formation of the Workers (Communist) Party has his leadership
teen more needed than today.

Executive Committes, Communist International.

RUTHENZERG AND THE YOUTH

L3

BY NAT KAPLAN.

Comrade C. E. Ruthenberg was the
leader of the whole Communist move-
ment in this country includipng. its
youth section. When Comratde Ruth.
enberg died, the maeses of the in-
tensely exploited Amerkan young
workers suficred a great loss. Parti-
cularly in this period of Amenican
imperialism’s hegemony in the world,
when cupitalism in this coumntry s
still on the upgrade and the trade
union movement is permeated with
class collaboration, Comrade Ruthen-
berg saw in the most exploited sec-
tlon of the workine class—the work-
fug youth—a reservolr of sirungth for
the struggle of the proletariat against
caplialirm.

It was under the leadership of
Comrade Ruthemberg that our party
declured: “The young workers, who

‘| have been drawn more and moee in-

to public lite since the last imperial-
ist war, will form the best detach-
ments of -the proletarian revolution.
A large section of the working class,
past middle \age, employed fn the
highly skilled trades will not be won
for the revolution until after the con-
qftest of power. The young workers
mainly thrown into the ranks of un-
skilled labor and exploited to a great-
er extent than the adult workers
must be drawan into the revolutionary
movement and must form a rerervoir
of strength for the Coiamunist Party.”
“(Comrade Ruthenberg wuas the lead-
er, the head and brains, of our Partvy
and League, To talk of an indepen-
dent political leader for the youth
is out of the question. The days of
the Independent revolutliomary youilh
movement are gone forever. Before
the world war where ‘here were weak
or no Communist Parties ut all In the
various countries our revolutionary
youth leaguey had an independent sig-
nificance. "HBut with the birth of the
present mighty Communist Ihterna-
tional the Commumist Party in the
various countries hecame the revolu-
tionary general staff of the proletat-
iat and the Young Communist League
took its place as the youth section of
the movement.

Iy was uynder the leadership of Com-
rade Ruthenberg and our party thot
our Young Communist League was

{able to bridge the chasm that leads

from isolation towards the masses of
young workers. From a small “nn-
derground” group we followed the
party into a legal existence which
gave us the first start in mass ac-
tivity. With the restriction of im-
mdgraticn into this  country which

 made the young workers one of the

me'n sources of cheap labor fop the
fndust tes, Comrade Ruthenber.. call-
ed onr attertion time and time nga‘n
to the Incereuncd importance of the
young workers in the class struggle.

He ctlled upon the party to pay add-F Comrade

ed ‘attention to our League sand to or-
ganize a league unit everywhere that
we have a party unit.

Vhtan we participated $in the move-
ment of the Eusc Ohio Working
Youth conferenc.. Comrade Ruthen-
berg wrote In a swperial article: “In

In Memory of C.

directing the work of the Jeugite into
those channels in an effort to reach
and influence the young workers in
industry, teaching thewr the neces.
sity of their organizing to fight
aguinat the wapitalisin, to make »f
them miltant trade uniou fighters,
the Young Warkers  (Communist)
League s taking up one of the most
fmporiant problems of the working
clate movement.” With the Passaic
textile strike a8 ® living example,
Comrade ‘Ruthenberg saw an addition-
nl tmportance in the young workers
as 8 connecting link hetween the un.
skilled forelgn lunguage speaking
workers and the native workers, He
saw the young workers often taking
lading positions in the battles of the
unskilled workers because of thelr
militancy sued thelr aiinty to speak
the American language.

Comrade Ruthenherg wun the dytas
mic foree in giving political expres.
ston to the xstruggles of the young
workers, He poluted to achlevements
of the Ruxatan young workers under
n workery' and farmers’ government
and pointed out that the il eman-
cipution of the young warkers- from
wage slavery can "only he bhrought
about thru a joint struggle with the
adult  workers 10 abolish  capitalinm
and extablish the dictatorship of the
proletarfut. In the Unfled Stutes he
knew that much work-had to he done
to achleve this goul, He saw that
the lrrge marses of the potentially

cvolutionary  young  workers were
still politicatly apathetie, still ideolo-
gicully  attached to the chariot of
the bourgeointe and knew that the
broadest forms of  activity  would

have 10 be adopted to reach them,
He. diligently supported the enroll-
ment of the youux woekers in the
campuign to develop a lubor purty and
tn the other political cempaigng  of
the Party. Just a few days before he
died Comrade Ruthenberg  stpessed
that the Leuague must pluy u leading
part in the united €front movement
against the new war danger arising
out. of the Chinese, Niocaruguan and
Mexican situations, He sald that the
young workers are the immediate suf-
ferers in imperiglist wars and it Is
up to us to develop the youth ap-
proachex that will rally them behind
tiMs united front.

Comrade FKuthenberg gollowed with
kenn Interest che develonment of the
Communist Children’s Movement (The
Young Ploneers) and was always firse
in rallylng party support behind this
movement, He was enthusiastic when
he saw the Young Ploneers demon-
strating «t party muasse meetings and
when he heurd ~eports of their school
struggle activivks, He saw the Young
Plonecr movement as a reservoir of
strength for the League and thence
the Party.

Ruthenberg = applied the
teachings of Marx and Lenin to the
upectfic American conditions and now
that he has departed the young revo-

lutidnary workers must redouble their

energies to continue hie great work.
He left us as our heritage the move-

ment for which he geve: hix life,

E. Ruthenberg.

BY JiMMY.

Dsar Comrade:

We mourn you.

You who have been our leader—

You have gons—yes—but your spirit lingers

Bidding us put our shoulders to the wheel

And push forward.

Ever forward to that day of Freedom

Which is our goal.

Your loss ieaves a gap which we cannot fili

———— o —

Your name is on every lip—your spirit in every heart—

Your message? “Courage!

Go on!"

Ah! yes.

But we shall never forget your, Dear Comrade

Who fought so bravely in our ranks.
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G, £, RUTHENBERS

HE loxs which the American working class movement, and the
Communist movement have sustained thru the death of Comrade
Ruthenberg can c¢nly be measured in connection w;th the historic
events of the last fifteen years, in which Ruthenberg was a central
figure. The void which Comrade Ruthenberg’s death has caused will
be felt most acutely at a time when the working class of this country
jv engaged in great struggles, when he will be needed most.
¢‘omrade Ruthenberg was a leader. He led not only in times of
peace, but also in times of strife. He was not one who flashes across
the horizon like a rocket, and is gone. He was not one of those who
sWilik aiviig with the stream. There were many oceasions when he
had 1o fight almost alone against the big majority- -but it is exactly
on guch occasions thai deadership is demonstrated. It is the duty of a
Communist leader to lead, and not to follow. Tt is very easy to go
along with the stream-—but it does not require a leader to do that.
And by this test, Ruthenberg was a leader.

Ruthenberg has played a dominant role in the working class
movement in this country for the last fifteen years, and on every
occasion where it was a question of leading in the right direction,
Ruthenberg was in the forefront. In 1912, when the ieadership
of the Bocialist Party made desperate efforta to become respectable,
Ruthenberg took the lead in the fight against the Hillquits and
Bergers and for the integrity of the principles of Revolutionary
Nocialism, and against the watering of the party with liberal doc:
trines and petty bourgeoia membership. In 1917, when the United
Rtutes entered the imperialist war, when the official leadership of
the American labor movement went over part and parcel to the
hourgeoinie, when large nections of the already liberalized Rocialist
Party turned social-patriotn, Ruthenberg led the fight against the

Vol. Vi.

Farswell, Comrade Ruthenberg

and we knew that NUOW wWe were as-
sured of & navledak-Argenized leoft
wing movemant.

Then at the left wing national con-
ferenve. Here 1 vividly recall how it
was Comrade Ruthenberg who stood
out as the towering revolutionist. He

Alveness and Boishevik poise and con-
fidence in our deliberations.

vention in the Smolny House on Blué
Island Avenue, Chicago, in SDeptem-
ber, 1919. Here he led the siruggle
or the unity of #41 Communist forces
and against tho left sickness of In-
fantile Communism. It was only when

¥ |Comrade Ruthenberg declared that he

would serve ag secretary of the Com-
munist Party that our first Commu-
nist Central Executive Committes in
America felt sure that we were go-
ng to lay the foundations for the
evelopment of a Mass Communist
Party in the United States, -

The greatest forward step in the
Istory of the American labor move-
nent was the founding of the Com-
munist Party. Comrade Ruthenberg
wag the leader of this forward step.
When we speak of a Communist Par-
ty in America, the bylwark, .he cita-
del of world imperialism, we speak of
e Communist Party living and fight-
ing under the most tremendous dif-
ficultied. The existence and growth
of a Communist Party in America is
of parsmount? international signifi-
cance,  Comrade Ruthenberg's deci-
sive role in the American Communist
movement, as its founder and leader,
makes him an outstanding leader of
the international working class move-
ment.

No wonder that the Central Commt- |

ee of the Communist” Party of the
Soviet Union tells us: “We deeply
grieve with you at the loss of Com-
rade Ruthenberg, leader of your Party
and of the iInternational labor move- |

{Continued from vage 1.) '

gave us a certain concreteness, posi-

Comrade Butbenberg waes & realist,
in the Marxist-Leninist sense of the
word, The greatest progrcas o the
history of our Party has been made
since the 1926 conveation. This pro-
gress of breaking the isclatiom in
which our Party found itself after the
1824 e¢lection, of bheating back the
drive to expell our members from they
unions, of reorganizing the Party on
.the Bolshevik basis, rf penetrating
{the basic unions of the Ameriven Fed.

At the first Communist Party COB-,, oration of Labor, of leadimg striltes,

‘gof_omnlzlng the unorganized, in all
,tben activities, in all this progress,
1Comrade Ruthenberg was the undis.

; puted leader.

| Let us lsten again to some of his
|realistic slogans: The Dbourgeoisie
Thad oniered the war: Comrade Ruth-
lenberg replied “Down with comserip

i

|tion!"”

: There was an election campaign:
!Comrade Ruthenberg said to the
.workers “Make this election ocount in

+your fight!”

' The American army was mobilized
‘against Mexico; Comrade Ruthen-
{berg inapired and organized thou-
‘sands of workers with the slogan:
;"Smp the invasion of Mexico!”

i Our imperialists yelled “Makeg the
"‘\vorld safe for democracy!”; Comande
Ruthenberg mobilized thousands of
workers under the slogan: “Make the
world safe for the workers!"

Workers were being sent to jail by
our war profiteers; Comrade Ruthen
berg heroically replied: “We will win
even in jail.”

Yes, Comrade Ruthenberg was &
Leninist. He. understood the essenc
of and possessed the key to Leninism,
the science of World Revolution.
Comrade Ruthenberg knew how to
link up the smallest, immediate, most
ielementary, everyday need of the
workers with the biggest, most funda-~
mental, revolutionary objectives of
the whole proletariat.
| Last but not least, the American

ment, whose ashes will rest beneath , WOTking class owes primarily to the

war, against betraving the working class and for the preservation-tthe Kremiin together with the heroes

of the Revolutionary principlex of Saocialinm. In 1919 when the
official Socialist Party had reached the final stage on it downward
journey and turned itsx back on Revolutionary Socialism, Ruthen-
berg was the leader in the fight to break the masses away from the
traitoronn leaders and for the formation of a party which would
veally fight for the intereats of the workera—the Communsti Party.
Rothenberg was the tie which connected all that wus best in the
Rocialist Party before the war with the Communist movement,

When the raids and the war hysteria eame, when to declare one-
sedi 4 Communist meant Jong jail wentences, lynchings, persecution;
when mauy a comrade buried his principles and loft the movement,
Comrade Ruthe oerg continued to he the leader of the revolution-
ary workers.  Neither jail, nor threats, nor raids conld daunt hix
conrage or weaken his devation to the eause of the workers,

We, the yvouth, have inherited 2 rich heritage from Comrade
Ruthenberg.  Ruthenberg was the only Soecialist leader in Ameriea
who carried on a real struggle against the war.  Like Liebknecht,!
fie was persecuted by the government and hated by the right wing
ers within the movement beeause of this activity. When the Seeiplist
Party met in convention in 8t. Lonis to copsider ita attitude toward
the war, Ruthenberg took the lead in the demand for a eclear-ent!
declaration dpainst the war, and the nemifesto which he deafred
wax addoptad agaeinet O vacilletion, hesitaney and even opposition

of the November Revolution.”

Yes, Comrade Ruthenberg died
fighting and working for the victory
of the American proletariat and the
working class of the world.

Came the great steel strike. Gen-
eral Wood s leading his cohorts of
highly armed. unHformed, strike-break-
ra—--American soldfers, to smash the
ranks of the workers. Comrade Ru-
henberg’s mighty revolutionary ap-
peal in the slogan “Fight against the
government  strikebreaker” aroused
and inspired the thousands of steel
workers of Gary to the most valiant
resistance displayed in the whole
strike.

Comrade Ruthenberg's coumge in
th- class war was unbound_d. Jome
of the be: ¢ years of his life he apent
in jail. There was an imperialist
war; Comrade Ruthenberg was the
first to ®o to jall in resisting it.

i'rlu- left wing of the Socialist Party
;was to be organized; Comrade Ru-

thenberg went to jali for playing the

of the leaderstup of the Socialist carty. While thisx resolution was
fileal by the barty bureancraey and forgoiten after Jae convention,
Comrade Ruthenherg carried out s instructions in spirit and letter,
He was the only one who actually Jed the mawes of the workas
elas< in the Tight against the war, and the demonstrations which he
organized and led in the city of Cleveland will be remembered for
ever by the revolutionary working. elass. For his activity against
he war, e wax areested and dmeerbanned) Lad o the Tadith that the
working elass possessed in him was not thereby destroved, and upon
s release, he polled 20000 votes ot of a total of 100,000 as can-
didate for Mayor, at the time of the worst war madness.  The revo.
intionary youth of thi< country will take np the sirugpele where Ruth-
enberg dett off. o the spirit of Ruthenberg we will tight 13l we
too have carned our right to be comnted amongst those who have!
been gennine fighters for the working elass, '

Ruthenbery is dead. Bat we do not weep, For the eanse for
which Ruthenbery fonght <till lives and srows. The Party which
Ruthenbere fonnded wall continne 1o carey on the straggele for the
workers.” The place deft vacant by Ruthenberg will e taken hy
thonsands of warkers who will join the PParty to carry on the work, .
atd by thowsands of yvonne workers who will join the Leagne 1o fight .
aggainst militarism and war as Lening Liebkuecht and Buthenbery
taveht us to, :

Fong Hive the Commmnist Younth maovement of Ameriea.
Long Hive the Cammunist bnternational and it American see
viodr the Workeres cCommunisry Pariy of Americg

. % - 4
baonmge Hve Commumnism,

—Hervert Zam.

leading role in organizing the revolu-

, tionary forces.

I recall & scene at Bridgeman. Com-
craue Ruthsnberg wayg directing the

organization of the comrades leaving
the grounds. 1 said “"Come alung.” 1
begged Comrade 1o*thenberg to go in

Taviwe trassna 1. 3.
I LIRS, @

cerl.3 damy [ :
VoS Tuve, 1 o318y un-

till all are gone. 1 must do that.” The
splendid  services Comrade Ruthen-
berg rendered to the American work-
Ing claks in his exemplary conduct
fn the Bridgeman trial are inestim-

able. ]t wuas these serviceg of Com. |

rade Ruthenberg that made possible
the legalization, at least for the pre-
sent. of Communism in America.
Then the Labor Party, Here Comrade
Ruthenberg was the pace-setter. The

Labor Pirty movement in America |

i« of mmeasurable importance not
only far the American working class

but for the workers of the world. We .

need ontv lock at America’s role to-
day to see why this {8 =0. Above all

others Comrade Ruthenherg was free |

from error and wasg the nndizputed
leader of our Party in arriving at a
correst policy on this most important

question which our Party has faced
aml «tilt i< facing. '

1untiring energies of Comra“a Ruthem-
'berg that we today have a militant
-fighting Commun!s( aaily—The Dally
 Worker. )
i We will consolidate our ranks, for
lcarrying on the revolutionary work in
‘the indomitable spirit of Comrade
!Ruthenberg. His unbounded revolu-
!tionary courage will forever encour-
jage us.

1 The American working class has
‘never before witnessed so great &
!rle.vouon to iis class interests. This"
we wiii remember because Comrade
Ruthenbe g was and remains the un-
disputed leader of our Party—the un-
disputed and outstanding fighter for
the interests of the working class.
Comrade Ruthenberz died in over
working himself for the most liviug
cause of the international working
claga—-Communism.

When we feel the pains so unbear
able, Comrades, we must remember
that our responsibilities are increased
many, many times.

For myself, as an active Party
member, 1 hope to be worthy in my
future Party work of my guide and
‘leader, Comrade Ruthenberg. Than
thia, T have no other wish, 1 give

jopportunity of working gso closely
iwith the heroic leader of our Party
jfor so many years.

. Let ux close our ranks in this
“moment of cur unfathomable griel.
:Comrade Ruthenberg is no more.
'Comrade Ruthenberg has gone from
;our midst. My consciousness some-
'how or other refuses to accept his be
ing gone. To me, the death of Com-
"rade Ruthenberg is the most horrible
t¢rimy of nature.

Bu: .ot us go forward to battle
with unhounded determination t6
“win.

Yes, farewell Comrade Ruthenberg.
,farewell our leader?

+

In the next issue: Articles on the

life and work of Comrade Rutheberg
fby Foster, Bedacht, Darcy, Shacht%

'man, ete.

thanks that I have had the priceless .
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