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48, can be su

.ed up in these few words: “Good Riddance!”

-ates to the huge June 17 convention to organize the Farmer-Labor party of .the Uni.ted St.ates are pourix}g into this cit3.r by the scores, ready to go ahead with the
‘bled by the traitorous statement by Robert LaFollette, which was made with the.: intention of preventing the formation of an 1pdependent political party of the
vor farmers. The viewpoint of the rank and file fighters for a farmer-labor party in speaking of LaFollette and J. A. H. Hopkins, of the so-called Commlt?ee of
Both of these political tricksters have already been repudiated or made doubtful by such well-known figures in the

movement for independent political action as Duncan MacDonald, candidate for governor in Illinois; Tom Ayres, S:andidate for U. S. senator from South Dakota; John C. Ken-
nedy, secretary of the second largest state farmer-labor party, Washington; Wm. Green, secretary of the Progressive party of Nebraska; Wm. Mahoney, Robley Cramer and C. A.

Hathaway, of the Minnesota movement; Joseph Manley, secretary of the Federated Farmer-Labor party; Wm. Bouck, of the W
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By KARL REEVE

Thousands of young workers
are being used by the Western
Electric company to scab on the
older workers by working under
the speed-up system at a lower
standard of living and for lower
wages than the older married
workers can exist upon.

While waiting in the employ-
ment office | had the opportun-
ity to notice that a large ma-
jority of those hired by the
Western Electric are youngsters
of high school and college age.
I counted 22 young men under
18 years of age, in short pants,
waiting in a line of 60 people to
ask for a job.

Those admitted in to be inter-
viewed by Mr. Noble were
mostly college lads around 2
years of age who had qu
school. One straw boss told me,
“The Western Electric company

tries to save its face by running
a technical school which pretends to
take the place of the college. In real-
ity they teach nothing in their tech-
nical school except how to become a
faster worker or how to drive other
slaves as an ill-paid straw boss.

I was given a job as a straw boss,
and was insulted by getting a lot of
hot air about loyalty to the company
as a slave to the low salary offered
me.

The law is that boys under 16 years
of age are not allowed to labor, but
the Western Electric hires boys who
are obviously closer to 14 years old
than they are to 16. I talked to sev-
eral score young men, both in the em-
ployment office and inside the plant.
The large majority of the men who
work in the Western Electric, and this
means thousands of young workers,
are all the same type. They are in-
experienced, many of them holding
down their first job in industry; they
are enthusiastic about gaining promo-
tion.

Young men with no experience in
the hot air talked by every large em-
ployer—that there is plenty of chance
for advancement—take the Western
Electric dope as gospel truth. The
Western Electric caters especially to
young men. In Tuesday’s News there
was a large advertisement of the
Western Electric company featuring
a cartoon “Hawthorne Johnny,” he's
stupid like a fox:” This ad was es-
pecially run to show the many boys
working at Western Electric that the
company is thinking of them—of their
problems and troubles. The company
is “for these boys,” according to the
bunk peddled.

The Western Electric also gets out
a monthly magazine, The Western
Electric News, a weekly paper, the
Microphone, and numerous bulletins
and pamphlets explaining the virtues
of the company. The thousands of
dollars spent on this propaganda is
chalked up to expense, and comes out
of the profits garnered from the labor
of the employes.

Slop Instead of Wages.

The company also conducts the
Hawthorne club for loyal employes
and gets the boys and girls to forget
their low wages by conducting numer-
ous socials, dances, amateur plays, so-
cial events ,sporting events, speeches
and entertainment.

All this bunk to cloud the real facts.

(Continued on page 2.)

| PLUTES GET BRILLANT
IDEA FOR WORKERS T0
KISS THEM ON CHEEKS

NEW YORK CITY.—Workers can
now forget all their sorrows. They
can forget child labor, coming wars,
unemployment, injunction govern-
ment, Teapot Domes and strike-
breaking presidents.

The bosses have got religion. The
Golden Rule is to be the order of
the day and every worker is expec-
ted to faill into the open arms of his
dear boss and kiss him on the
cheek.

The American propaganda group
of the international golden rule
society was just organized at the
Bankers’ Club here. Among the
members of the national committee
are such well known golden rulers
as Newton D. Baker, Charles G.
(“Hell-an’-Maria”) Dawes, Theodore
Roosevelt, Charles M. Schwab, and
Leonard Wood of Filipino fame.

No information as to resulis so
far has yet been given.

VOICE FOR BI
AMERICANNAVY

Navy Must Dominate in
Case of War

By CHARLES WITTER.

WASHINGTON. — Adding his
voice to those who demand a
huge American navy and army,
Secretary of the Navy Wilbur,
called for the increase of Amer-
ican naval forces second to none
at a meeting of Republican
women in the District of Col-
umbia.

“l stand absolutely for a 100
per cent navy, the equal, at
least, in every respect of any
power on land or sea,” he de-
clared. Altho I say at least 100
per cent equality, I see no rea-
son why we should not under-
take also to advance our navy
along lines not restricted by
mutual agreement so that we
will again be in a dominating
situation and can again secure
mutual limitations on all activi-
ties along lines at present unre-
stricted by any treaty.”

It is becoming increasingly plain
that all these preparations for .the In-
crease of naval and army forces has
only one aim—making the United
States ready to participate in an ap-
proaching war on an equal basis with
any other great power. Wilbur’s frank
statement is that the American navy
should “dominate” that of any other
country; in other words, we should be
in a position, as soon as possible, to
beat the navy of any other power
in battles on the high seas.

Situation Is Critical.

Agitation against America in Japan
is increasing every day and feeling is
running very high. The slightest in-
cident may again set the machinery of
war into action. War may be declared
on the slightest pretext, as was shown
by the assassination of the Austrian
archduke in Serbia in 1914. A similar
wild deed may be the first step to-
wards a new war in which the invest-
ments and colonies of the imperialist
capitalists of this and other countries
will be the real bone of contention

over which the workers will be told to
lay down their lives.

Reactionaries Coolidge
and Dawes Run

CLEVELAND. — Calvin Cool-
idge, the moron president who

took credit for breaking the
strike of the Boston policemen
for better conditions, will make
the run for the presidency on
the Republican party ticket.
Charles Dawes, head of the
would-be Fascist Minute Men of
the Constitution, leader of the
open shop drive in the state of
lllinois, and author of the im-
perialist, war-making, Dawes
reparations report on Germany,
was selected by the G. O. P. to
be Coolidge’s running mate for
the vice-presidency.

The convention was one of
the most reactionary in the
areer of the Republican party,
and the candidates selected to
run are typical of the platform
adopted. Not a word is said
about the terrible conditions of
the child laborers in this coun-
try. Not a word is said about
the dangers of new wars coming
to the youth of this land. In-
stead, the demand is made for a
bigger and improved army and
navy. The imperialist schemes
of Morgan are endorsed whole-
heartedly. The plank on labor
is a pippin for the way in which
it gets around any fundamental

stand with beautiful phrases.
LaFollette Gets it in Neck.

The allegedly progressive Lafol-
lette platform, which was presented
by the Wisconisn delegation, was
flung out of the committee without
10 minutes of discussion. These same
LaFollette supporters, who had only
recently made a big fuss about the
June 17 convention and the Commu-
nists in it, raising the red scare, got
a taste of it themselves, when they
were booed and hissed every time
they voted against the machine.

“Ship 'Em to Russial’

The boobs who were the tools of the
machine always yelled at the Wiscon-
sin delegation, “Ship ’em back to Rus-
sia,” even when they presented the
mildest propositions. Like inmates of
a lunatic asylum, the delegates from
the various states would start parad-
ing around the hall whenever one of
their favorite sons were mentioned.
Pretty soon they cooled down under
the icy touch of the well-oiled (Tea-
pot) machine, and the J. P. Morgan
candidate was finally accepted. Dawes
is well known as the head of the Cen-
tral Trust company of Chicago, which
is a link in the J. P. Morgan financial
chain. Morgan is thus assured of a
personal lackey in the high placzes of
the government.

LaFollette Up a Creek.

The funniest part of the whole con-
vention is poor LaFollette. After hav-
ing denounced the only strong move-
ment for independent political action,
that which is now gathered at St.
Paul, he was rewarded for his faith-
fulness to the reactionaries by being
kicked around in the convention at
every single opportunity.

The reactionary republican conven-
tion, program and candidates, have
given the Gompers-LaFollette policy
another whack on the head.

‘Why should anyone be poor in this
world, when there’s enough to make
all rich.

[ Delegates Flocking to St. Paul.

Paul. Whole caravans of poor

necticut.
portant state in the union.

From all over the country the delegates are flocking to St.

farmers’ delegates are arriving

from North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska and other
northwestern states, travelling in Fords.
in from Washington, California, Oregon, Montana, Colorado,
Minnesota, Missouri, and what is more important from the indus-
trial states of the east and middie-west: Illinois, Michigan, Ohio,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Con-
In fact, there are delegates from practically every im-

Delegates are coming

The prevailing opinion among the delegates is, of course, for
the immediate formation of an independent political party, repre-
senting the interests of the workers and poor farmers, with its

own presidential and vice-presidential candidates, and candidates
in all the states on a farmer-labor ticket. All the preparations are
being made for the actual building up of a political organization.
The national arrangements committee, it is announced, is meet-
ing continuously, working out the basis for a constitution and a
program for the new party which will be representative of the
interests of the productive elements in society. The party to be
formed will represent the class interests of the workers and x-
ploited farmers, and will not be a miserable hodge-podge of petty
bourgeois, middle class and prosperous farmers’ demands.

Many State Parties Now Organized.

estern: Progressive Farmers, and dozens of others.

What the Militant Youth Expects

time:
1.
of 16.

in industry and agriculture.

ing the answer!

rom the June 17 Gonvention

The militant young workers of the United States expsot
the farmer-labor convention in St. Paul, June 17, to go on
record for the following demands which are based on their
political and economic needs: the minimum at the present

The complete abolition of child labor under the age

2. A minimum wage for young workers.
3. A six-hour day and five-day week for the youth In

4. Firm opposition to the increase of military arma«
ments to be used in imperialist wars.

5. A demand for organized labor to have a voice in
deciding the work of bodies like State Militias, Guardsmen
and other official forces which are often used against the
interests of the workers in times of industrial conflicts.

Will the farmgr-labor convention put itself squarely and
clearly on record for these demands?

The Young Workers League of America is keenly watch-

‘I'he party to be organized already has the backing of numer-
ous state parties which have announced their adherence to “June
177 Strong class partics are now in existence in-such strategic

states as Minnesota, New York, Illinois, Ohio, Massachusetts,

Missouri, California, Colorado, the Dakotas, Washington and else-

where.

These parties, together with numerous local city organi-

zations, form the backbone of the strength of the new movement.

The news of the nomination of Coolidge at the Republican
convention and the quick rejection of the so-called LaFollette
program has merely confirmed the stand of the farmer-labor
parties for an independent class party, irrespective of the personal
wishes of Robert Marion Lalfollette. ¢ .

The Communists, represented by the Workers Party and the
Young Workers League, are pointing out that the deflection of
LaFollette and the lesser lights like Hopkins and Schaper, clears
the field for the nomination of a real class farmer-labor ticket and
the adoption of a clear cut, class program for the new party.

The convention proper is expected to go into session imme-
diately on June 17 and will most probably last three days.

The eyes of the workers and farmers are eagerly watching

for the outcome.

JEHOVAH, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST
UNITE TO DOPE SCHOOL CHILDREN

By JOSEPH NARBRICK
NEW YORK CITY.—Three machines for the religious poisoning of the
minds of working class children in particular, and others in general, met
here to unite on a common platform for the teaching of religion to children.
The leaders of this new movement include D. de Sola Pool, rabbit of the
Spanish and Portuguese synagogue, Michael Di Lavelle of the Catholics and

Watson E. Moore of the Protestants.

All of them bemoaned the falling off of interest in religious matters. It
seems that nowadays people are looking for pie on earth instead of in the sky.
Archbishop Hayes, speaking of benighted America, said: “What a land

of promise this is.”
hopped up with his own. dope!

It seems that the venerable monsignor has become

COMMUNISTS AGT
AGAINST POLISH
WAR AGTIVITIES

PRAGUE, Czecho-Slovakia. — The
workers’ committee of the railroaders,
led by the Communists, prevented the
shipment of munitions to either Rcu-
mania or Poland because of the prepa-
rations being made by these reaction-
ary governments for military action
against the workers’ republic of Soviet
Russia.

The huge Skoda munitions works
at Pilsen, controlled by the reaction-
ary French steel magnate, Schneider,
has been working overtime shipping
munitions to the two French-controlled
countries, which has been renewing
their anti-Russian ‘ activity lately.
Especially has this been the case with
Roumania which has been fighting
Russia over the question of Bess-
arabia. This has now been stopped.

This incident shows what the work-
ers can do to prevent war once they
make the attempt.

The workers of the world were
never so restless. This is a sign
that the masses are awakening to the
realization that they are being fleeced
in order that the small minority may
live in splendor.

Twelve of Norway’s

Red Youth Arrested

for Anti-Militarism

The secretary of the Young Com-
munist League of Norway. Henry W.
Kristiansen, as well as Jorgen Vogt
and ten other prominent comrades,
have been arrested by the Norwegian
government for carrying on Commu-
nist anti-military work. The basis of
the charges are an anti-militaristic
article in the league’s official organ,
“Klassenkampen,” and the resolutions
of the last convention on anti-mili-
tarist work.

CATGHY PHRASE
BRINGS DEATH
T0 48 SAILORS

Tragedy of “Join Navy
and See World”

SAN PEDRO, Calif.—Forty-
eight young fellows, in the best
years of their life, were sent to
their death here in an explosion
in Turret No. 2 of the United
States battleship Mississippi.
The cause of the explosion re-
mains mysterious, but what is
too tragically evident is the de-
parture of 448 comrades to the
rest of the crew.

Most, if not all, of the youths
joined the navy thru the alluring
posters which told them to “Join
the Navy and See the World.”
They did not know that they
were joining the police force of
American capitalists to protect
their financial investments in
the Caribbean sea or Latin-
America or any other place to
which they might be called.
They did not know that they were to
be mere tools in the hands of Ameri-
can capitalists for the shooting at
ships which were being manned by
young workers of other countries.

Mystery May Uncloud.

The mystery of the explosion is
highly to be suspected. Rumors are
current that some new murder weapon
was being tried out and that the
youths were the victim of its failure.
The remainder of the crew of the
battleships are not being allowed to
go on shore leave or in any other way
communicate with the outside world.
Questions are being raised as to

whether the things that the comrades
of the dead might tell would not be
unpleasani to the high ofiicialdom oi
the navy and govrnmnt.
“Sympathy” for the Dead.

Secretary of the navy, Curtis D.
Wilbur, has sent messages of sym-
pathy to the nearest relatives of the
dead. This is the consolation given
to the dead who gave their lives on
the altar of American imperialism,

CHILD SAVIORS
TURN 0UT TO BE
CHILD JAILERS

(By The Federated Press)

NEW YORK CITY.—Imprisonment
of children by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children in
New York is charged in testimony by
August Heckscher at the state sup-
reme court investigation of the soci-
ety. Heckscher, who gave the society
its $2,000,000 building, objects to the
use of the building.

Children “Restrainers.”

“It turned out that the soclety’s
function was to pen up for several
days children who were wanted by
the courts for one purpose or another,
and then as soon as that purpose was
served, cast them loose on the world
with no attempt to follow up and im-
prove their lot,” h etestified. Three
hundred times as many children are
“restrained” by this society in Man-
hattan alone, as in the British isles by
the similar society there, he said,

Fought for His Land
and This is the End

SAN FRANCISCO.—Frank Coffrey, a
war veteran recently discharged from
the base hospital at Palo Alto, fell
violently ill in a lodging house where
he had taken refuge. The landlady
phoned the central emergency hospital
and was refused an ambulance, the
hospital saying that it was not an
emergency case. A few hours later
Caffery died. The coroner is invest-
igating the liability of the emergency
hospital.

giving their ambassador a ‘vacation.’..
ceded wars, tho they have not always been followed by wars.

“If Japan should go to the extreme of taking the Philippine Islands and thus force
us into war, we should find ourselves in a deplorable condition because of the lack of
trained men as well as of other requisites.”

Is the U. S.-Japanese War Coming?

NEW YORK CITY.—Retired Rear Admiral Bradley A. Fiske, in a letter to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, Curtis D. Wilbur, just made public here, hints at the necessity of speed-
ing up the improvement of American naval forces because of a possible war with Japan.

“It may be pointed out that the Japanese and Americans have taken attitudes that
irreconcilable and that the Japanese have virtually broken off diplomatic relations by
Such attitudes and such acts have usually pre-

Shall it be again?

ICA’S THREE

BY
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THE YOUNG WORKER

LEAGUE OPENS
CANPAIGY
|

Y. W. L. Program For
Youth S_tated

(Continued from page one)
The facts are that the wages paid by
the Western Electric company are
just enough to support a single man.
Most of the thousands of young work-
ers in the Hawthorne plant get $20
or less a week. An average of 50
young men and 50 voung women are
hired every day. The young work-
er lasts about a year in the West-
ern Electric plant. He quits his
job because he has learned by this
time that his energy put into working
for a low wage on the chance for pro-
motion has brot him nothing. The
Western Electric runs a double sys-
tem of average hourly rate combined
with a piece work system. Several
young men told me that when the last
raises in pay were given out, the first
of June, their hourly pay was raised,
but their piece work rate cut, so that
in reality they received a reduction in
wages.

League Demands Made.

The system whereby young workers
exert their energy to the utmost sim-
ply because they are promised higher
wages in the future, is what the
Young Workers League is out to fight.
The league not only insists on the
abolition of child labor, which goes on
to some extent in the Western Elec-
tric, but it insists that the system or
cheap labor whereby young workers
receive less pay for the same work
than the adult workers, which system
is the foundation and backbone of the
gslave driving Western Electric com-
pany, be abolished.

For Union Shop.

The Young Workers’ League de-
clares itself in favor of the organiza-
tion of the Western Electric company
into a strong union with the young
workers receiving full membership
and the same scale of pay and work-
ing conditions granted to the adult
workers. The league declares as its
aim the establishment of the six-hour
day and the five-day week for all
young labor with full pay.

The practice of working the piece
workers during their lunch hour is
very common in the Western Electric,
and the Young Workers League de-
mands that overtime for the many
thousands of young workers in the
plant be abolished. Many of the girls
are forced to work on the night shift
in the Western Electric—the league
demands that all overtime and night
work be abolished for both girls and
boys under 20 years of age. The
Western Electric company grants no
vacation to its employes until after
they have been employed five years,
and thon only six days vacation is
granted. T'he Young Workers’ League
demands that this be remedied, and
that all young workers in the plant
be granted a fully paid four weeks
vacation.

Abolish Piece Work.

The piece work and speed up sys-
tem as apnlied to the young workers
is saddled upon the 40,000 employes of
the Western Xlectric company. The
problem of young working girls is one
of the biggest problems faced by the
workers in the Western Electric. Over
20,000 young girls are employed at
piece and day work rates by the West-
ern Electric. Their pay is much lower
than the pay of the young men for
identical work.

Crowned With Titles.

Many of the young men, altho with
no experience in the telephone ap-
paratus line, are hired as straw bosses,
with the title of inspector or inspec-
tion head. Several thousands such
young workers in the Western Elec-
tric plant are thus placed over under-
aid young girls and forced to drive
them and keep up their production.

Dlvided We Fall.

The Western Electric affords a per-
fect example of women and men di-
vided into two opposite camps, each
underpaid, each working as scab labor
and in an anti-union concern. The
young men are willing to work for a
time at scab wages because they are
proud of their straw boss title and be-
cause they have hopes for further ad-
vancement.

Many of the girls are forced by ne-
cessity to become semi-prostitutes.
They do not know what some of the
bosses in the Western Electric re-
vealed when I was working there as
a straw boss, that the company’s pol-
icy is to hire good looking men as
section heads, in order to use these
to turn the sex appeal into Western
Electric profits.

Must Can Rotten Conditions.

The Western Electiric shop is filled
with many thousand young men and
women workers, divided against each
other, all forced to work speed up un-
der a non-union, low standard of pay,
filled with hot air which is given out
to insult the workers who make the
profits for the company stockholders.

War Against Western Electric.

The Young Workers’ League de-
clares war on the policies of the West-
ern Electric company, and invites the
workers in the company to join the
league in their demands for a higher
standard of living. The league invites
the Western Electric workers to de-
mand of their bosses that the Western
Electric bunk be issued in the future
in proportion to the size of the pay
envelope. The Young Workers’
League demands the unionization of
the Western Electric plant 100 per
cent, with the young workers receiv-
ing the same pay and treatment as
any other employe.

U.S. Is Not the Only
Land of Child Lebor

LONDON.—Figures given in parlia-
ment show that 7,602 children under
12 were at work in mines in British
India in 1922. Later figures are not
available. In the same year there
were 78,806 women, of whom 25 were
men. The total of miners employed
in 1922 in British India was 228,511,

OW many child laborers are there
in this country? How many chil-
dren- 16 years and under are employ-
ed in the industries and agricultural
fields of this country? How many chil-
dren are really subjected to the fright-
ful exploitation that always accom-
panies work for profit of the boss?
U. S. Report Runs Short.
These are questions which must be
answered correctly; the answers
which have been given up to now are
decidedly conflicting and insufficient.
The official statistics of child labor
given by the children’s bureau of the
United States department of labor,
based on the census of 1920, state
that 1,060,858 children between the
ages of 10 and 15 are at work. But at
the same time the report admits that
the census was taken in January, a
time of the year when thousands of
children who are employed on farms
are at school, waiting for summer be-
fore turning to slavery on the farm;
also it does not take into considera-
tion the child laborers under the age
of 10, of whom there are legions, and
children between the age of 15 and 16.
1t does not take account of the chil-
dren in the ‘street trades, like boot-
blacking, newspaper seHers, assist-
ants to fruit, etc., peddlers and the
like; and it omits the little children
who slave in the unsanitary confines
of their homes.
Child Labor Committee Figure.
The National Child Labor Commit-
tee almost doubles the estimate of the

'children’s bureau in the June 1924 is-

“AMERICA

Child .p. 4). “It is now reliably estim-

ated that at least two million children

under 15 years of age are being gain-

fully employed,” it declares. But even

this figure does not tell the full story!
A Different Estimate.

We believe that a more accurate
estimate of the extent of child labor
can be secured in the following man-
ner: If we compare the statistics of
the number of children there are in
this country between the ages of b
and 16, with the number of children
between those ages who attend school,
the difference will more closely ap-
proximate the number of child slaves.
It is almost a certainty that the over-
whelming majority of the children of
those ages who do not attend school
are engaged in working at something
or another.

According to the census of 1920,
there were 19,916,965 children beween
the ages of 5 and 16 attending school.
The total population of children of
those ages is 25,863,907. This is of
prime significance. It is this figure
that we can use as a basis for com-
puting the amount of children in. in-
dustry and agriculture in the country.
The overwhelming majority of majori-
ty of children who do not attend
school are either employed, or are
confined to institutions for the in-
sane, hospitals, jails and the like. Of
course, these last form a very small

percentage of the total. The rest
work.

In order to get a nearer figure, we
will, for the moment, completely

sue of its official organ, The Americaneliminate from our calculations the

By Max Shachtman

children of 6 and 6 years of age. Of
these two ages, there are a total of
4,687,121; 1,922,125 are recorded as
attending school, leaving us 2,764,996
who are supposed to be at work. But
because of the fact that in many
states and rural localities children do
not start to go to school until after
they are seven, and yet do not work
in the meantime, we shall omit the

entire section, although thousands of

children of these ages are at work.
This leaves, as the total of children
between the ages of 7 and 16 who do
not attend school, the sum of 3,181,946.
Real Extent of Child Labor.

This, it can be safely said, is the
real extent of child labor in this coun-
try. At any rate, it is a figure that is
much more correct than any that has
yet been given. It may be said, in
contradiction to this estimate, that
there are thousands of children among
these who neither go to school nor go
to work. True! But the amount of
these children can be more than over-
balanced by the following factors in
child labor calculations:

1. There are scores of thousands
of children who go to work during the
summer, especially during the harvest-
ing season in the agricultural fields.

2. There are other thousands who
are employed in part time work, after
school, doing such jobs as messenger
boys, office work and similar tasks.

3. Large numbers of children, who
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'S 3,000,000 CHILD SLAVES

go to school, are slaving in tenements,
working at flowers, clothing, jewelry,
or lace finery.

4. There are hundreds of children,
below school age, children as young
as 2 and 3 years of age who work in
tenements, or in the fields (beets,
cotton, and so forth) as exploited
wage earners. (The figure of 2 and 3
years of age, although rather rare,
may seem absolutely beyond belief,
but may easily be confirmed by read-
ing the report of the New York state
commission whose recent investiga-
tion of tenement labor in New York
City revealed horribly appalling facts.)

Balance Leaves 3,000,000.

These facts easily balance the other
factor, especially when it is remem-
bered that thousands of children were
omitted because of the possiblity that
thay are able to enter school, that is,
children of 5 and 6. Even the de-
partment of labor, however, agrees
that there are thousands of 5 and 6
year old child laborers in such in-
dustries as canning, packing, and in
truck farming, cotton and beet pick-
ing, and other agrarian pursuits.

The Reliable and Unreliable.

The report of the children’s bureau
of the department of labor is admit-
tedly incorrect. No estimate is made
of children below the age of 10 or the
children working on farms in the sum-
mer; neither does it take into ac-
count the child laborers who work
part time and in home work indus-
tries. The figures, of the National
Child Labor Committee are also in-
correct since they merely report that

\

reliable estimates are that 2,000,000,
at least, are at work under the age
of 15. Child labor should be consider-
ed up to 16, however, since that is
still the average year of the passing
of boyhood into youth, with its at-
tendant changes of body and mind,
which make it dangerous to the future
of the youth to be used as an object
for exploitation instead of education.
Reformers Better'n Gov't.

At any rate, the reformers of the
National Child Labor Committee have
a better figure than the department of
labor. They say “at least” 2,000,000
children are at work. Add to this the
children at work under the age of 16
and compare it to the"amount arrived
at by the writer above, taking into
consideration all the important factors
mentioned, and it will be seen that
there are at least 3,000,000 children in
this country who are working for an
employers’s profit.

Three million child slaves in the
most glorious land on the face of the
globe! An average of more than one
child in seven who is forced to spend
the tenderest years of life coining
profits of the country who are never
to bloom, but whose bodies and minds
are withered almost from the moment
of birth!

A system of society which tolerates
such a hideous state of affairs has not
the slightest claim or cause for exist-
ence.

A working class which permits
such conditions to go unchallenged
has not yet ttaken the first step in the
mareh to freedom.

GOVERNENT'S
TREATHENT OF
VETS BRANDED

Ex-Militarists  Seeing
Thru Buncombe

ALBANY, N. Y.— Another
bitter protest against the treat-
ment given by the government
to the veterans of the last war
was voiced here at the state con-
vention of the disabled veterans’
organization by Superior Court
Justice Robert S. Marx, of Cin-
cinnati, himself a scarred vet
and a holder of the empty honor
of a distinguished service cross.

Accuses Congress

“The end of the war found
thousands of veterans in hos-
pitals and more who required at-
tention as a result of their
wounds or diseases as a result
of their army service.” said
Marx. “But did Congress make
pr.ivisions for them? No; they
eliminated part of the govern-
ment hospitals. When we turned
our efforts toward remedying
the situation facing the veter-
ans, we found affairs in Wash-
ington a veritable hodge-podge.”

Hospital Conditions Awful

“The government itself still classi-
fies 4,000 odd beds in the veterans’
hospital unfit. Ex-service men are
still housed in fire traps and tempo-
rary wooden shacks. Hospitals have
been built at a cost of millions in
places remove from medical centers,

whgr‘e proper care cannot be given the
patients,” Marx added.
Training Piffle Is Bunk

Marx showed that thousands of
those being trained by the govern-
ment will never be able to fill the jobs
they are being fitted for.

“Men who were trained to be ex-
pgl‘t accountants shoveled snow last
winter in New York. Men who, be-
cause of injuries to their backs, can-
1_10t stoop over engines,” continued the
judge, “are trained as auto mechanics,
an'd one man who never even re-
ceived grammar school education
was sent to the University of Califor-
nia to be trained as a Chinese inter-
preter. He had been. a jockey.”

Marx Blames Politicians

Marx laid the entire scandal at the

door of the politicians. “That is the

situation after six years of endeavor,” | i

he said. “The trouble can all be ex-
pressed in one word—politics. The
lisabled veteran has been made the
football of politicians.”
Does He Sees the Light?

Marx, together with his associates,
was one of the foremost advocates of
war while it was on, and urged every-
one into it in order to “make the
world safe for democracy.” The ex-
soldiers are discovering at this late
hour what the radicals had told them
all the time: that as soon as the
capitalist-militarists were through
with them they would be thrown on
the scrap heap and left there to their
own woes—until the next war for pro-
fits makes it necessary for a new al-
lotment of capitalist cannon fodder to
be selected.

So After That They
Called Me a Red—

saw a picture in the paper of

Barbara La Marr, a wealthy
actress, and she was taking a
bath in a big tub of milk. In
the same paper there was an
article by Dr. Royal S. Copeland,
health officer for New York City
and he said thousands of babies
died every year from malnutri-
tion. | looked up that word in
the dictionary and it said, “Lack
of nourishment.” So then |
said that it would be better if
the babies were given that milk.
Barbara La Marr could wash as
well in water and the milk
would save the babies’ lives.

So After That They

Called Me a Red—

EIGHTY BILLIONS
SPENT IN REGENT
UNPLEASANTNESS

(Special to “The Young Worker."”)

NEW YORK CITY.—The total cost
of the war to all nations, expressed in
the value of 1913 dollars, amounted to
the amazing sum of $80,680,000,000,
according to an analysis prepared for
the Bankers Trust of New York by
H. E. Fisk. This represents, says
Fisk, the value in gold of goods un-
profitably consumed during four and
one-half years of insensate strife. It
is sheer waste equivalent to all the

wealth accumulated by the people of
France and Italy combined in the
course of centuries. It exceeds by 50
per cent the total cost of the govern-
ment of Great DBritain from 1688 to
1914.

Besides This the Debt!
No figures are included of the debts
which are piled up as a result of the
war. France, for example, owes the
United States over three billion dol-
lars and a similar sum to Great Bri-
tain.
The Ones to Pay.

Altho the money was paid directly
out of the pockets of the big capital-
ists of this country, they fixed up this
difficulty by increasing the exploita-
tion of the workers, increasing their
hours of labor, decreasing their wages
and giving them generally rotten con-
ditions. The eighty billions, under a
sane system of society might have
been used to build up the industries of
the nation in order to decrease the
hours ‘of labor, and give the workers
the opportunity to use this leisure
time for the building up of their
bodies and minds.

But then, this capitalist system of
society of ours never did have any-
thing sane about it!

Communism will bury sectional
hate, sectional pride, and sectional
patriotism all in one grave.

The Young Workers League is in
the fight for the young workers.
Young workers: get into the fight
on our side.

What Gan

By MAX SALZMAN

HE best way for us to find what

we can do during the summer is
to look over what we have done in
the winter. We will then continue to
carry on the work we have done in
the winter. We will then continue to
carry on the work we have been do-
ing, and in addition take advantage
of the additional opportunities we are
given to reach broader masses of
young workers.

Don't Get Lazy.

In previous years our comrades
have done very little work during the
summer., They seemed to think that
the class struggle stopped going on
during the spring and began again in
the fall. This is a very bad attitude.
If the capitalists were to stop ex-
ploiting the workers, during the sum-
mer; if they were not to use their
state power against workers during
the suminer, there might be some ex-
cuse for this attitude. Iven then it
would be no excuse, because once the
capitalists did this it would then be
our duty as workers to take power.
However, let us awake from this
dream. Let us face realities.

Must Increase Nuclei Activity.

All last winter a campaign was car-
ried on thruout the organization in
order to acquaint the membership
with the necessity for shop nuclei.
This summer we must continue to
show the fruits of the campaign. All
comrades must intensify their work
in the shop. They must devote more
energy than before to the building of
shop nuclei. We have used the slo-
gan, “KEvery member a shop nucleus
organizer,” long enough. Now is the
time to put this slogan into practice.
During the summer we must take
every advantage we have to reach our
fellow workers in the shops in order
to win them for our league. Those
comrades who wish to develop the
shop nucleus will not feel “tired,” nor
will they use the “weather” as a rea-
son for not doing their work.

Summer Best for Junior Work.

The best time of the year we have
for the development of the junior sec-
tion is during the summer months.
During this time the children do not
attend school and therefore roam the
streets and parks. Organizations such

as the Boy Scouts wait to take advan-

tage of this opportunity to befuddle
the minds of the workers children.

While the children are in the parks,
it is an easy matter for a comrade to
go among them and teach them a new
zame. It is easy to get the children
to learn new songs, and it easy to get
the names and addresses of the chil-
dren so that they can be got to form
a junior group. Some comrades had
tried this method even during the win-
ter and they have been very success-
ful. The best junior groups we have
are those that have been formed of
children who were gotten to join in
this manner. In reaching these chil-
dren now, we are preparing to reach
their parents in the future. In this
way we will even be able to reach
adult workers, who probably could not
be reached in any other manner.

Summer is here. Let every member
become a leader of a junior group. In
this field of activity also, summer, in-
stead of hurting the work, becomes
our best aid.

Work and Play Together.

In the past most of our leagues ar-
ranged hikes during the summer
months. At these hikes comrades
come together, play a few games, sing
a few songs and then think that they
have done splendid work for the or-
ganization. In very few cases do our
comrades take literature along with
them when they go on hikes. These
hikes are generally disorganized and
therefore in no way help to spread the
fact that our organization is a deter-
mined group of young Communists
who are striving to end the exploita-
tion of the workers by the caiptalists.
We must see in the future that our
hikes and outings are of some benefit
to the movement.

How This Can Be Done.

In the future in arranging hikes, our
comrades should see that they are
organized. We should see that the
comrades march while they are hik-
ing. If possible they should carry
banners stating the name of our or-
ganization, or with appropriate slo-
gans that are of interest to the young
and adult workers.

On these hikes we should always
take with us leaflets to distribute, ana
copies of league and party papers
should be taken along to be sold along
the route of the hike.

Some of the leagues

in holding

with good effect.

collected. Good luck, any way!

@ the job!
Remember ;our quqotas!

Chicago
Cleveland
Detroit
Boston
Philadelphia .
Los Angeles ...
San Francisco
Minneapolis ..
Houston
St. Paul ...

South Bend
Superior
Buffalo
Pittsburgh .
Daisytown .
Oakland ..
Ziegler
West Frankfort .
Dillonvale .....

" Christopher
O’Fallon
Valier

the prizes for 5 subs.

| GET THE SUBS!

1113 W. Washington Blvd.

They are as follows:

Waukegan
Worcester
Duluth
Bethlehem
Providence
Benton
Bridgeport
New Haven
Stamford
Johnston City ...
Belleville
Gardner ...
Maynard
Grand Rapids .
Ashtabula
Monessen ...
Milwaukee .
Baltimore ..
Cromwell ..
Rochester ..
Paterson ....
Passaic ...

Youngstown

More than a month has already passed and the comrades have only two months to go.
ought to go well over the qquota assigned to them, and The Young Worker expects them to do it.

The Young Worker

HE subscription campaign for The Young Worker is showing all signs of going over the top in full form.
The subs are beginning to come in by the dozens and it looks as tho the quotas of most of the branches
will be reached before the alloted three months is up.
Chicago has just held a mass meeting at which Comrades Tom O”Flaherty and Max Shachtman spoke
Numerous subs were rounded up, as well as nhumerous new members for the league.
York is also collecting them, but has not yet sent them in; they must be waiting for their full quota to be
Los Angeles now stands to the forefront.
To all comrades getting five or more subs a free copy will be given of Communism and Christianism,
by Bishop Brown; Youth Under Americanism, by Harry Gannes, and another booklet to be selected.

New

Get on

Ft. Bragg
Collinsville .

Eben Junction
Negaunee

South Range ...
Ironwood

Bai de Wasai .
Rock

Mass ...
Hibbing
Chisholm
Munising
Warren ...
Conneaut ..
Washington, D. C..
Madison

Bruce Crossing
Cloquet

cooooooooooooaaoooaooaoaa

Every branch
Remember

RUSH THEM IN!

THREE THOUSAND SUBSCRIBERS IN THREE MONTHS!

Chicago, lll.

Do During The Summer?

their hikes pass thru small farming
towns, and thus are able to help
spread our propaganda among the ru-
ral workers.

To hold hikes the way we were
holding them in the past, without tak-
ing advantage of the opportunity to
sell our literature and spread our
propaganda is criminal and we must
not permit it to happen in the future.

Open Air Meetings.

Another method of carrying on our
work during the summer is by holding
open air meetings. While holding in-
dicriminately does not help us much,
if our comrades were to carefully pick
the street corner or factory gate
where they wish to hold the meeting.
There is no doubt but that these
meetings will prove of some value to
us. Besides the propaganda value we
get from the open air meetings and
the opportunity we get to sell litera-
ture, the open air meetings are val-
uable in so far as they permit our
young comrades to develop them-
selves as speakers. In places where
it is possible to hold meetings, and
there is no doubt but that it is possi-
ble to hold them in most places, they
should be held ¢» often as possible.
These are but a few of the things
we can do during the summer. Of
course we all recognize that the most
important of these things is the worl
to organize shop nuclei. We must de

Bolshies Mind Chilg
Labor Bill!

WASHINGTON.—Are you op:
posed to the slavery of little chil.
dren in the industries and field:
of this country? Are you ir
favor of even that mild concoc.
tion of bunk that is now passing
as a constitutional amendmen:
on the question of child labor—

the Foster amendment?

Then you are a Bolshevik!

At any rate that is how yov
will be classified by the directors
of The Woman Patriot, whict
nas exposed the whole thing ir
a 15-page memorandum just
vrinted in the Congressiona
Record.

Patriots Pick Poorly

Florence Kelley, Grace Abbott, Juli:
Lathrop, Owen Lovejoy, Anna Louis:
Strong, dear old Vic Berger, Alic
Paul and Marguerite Prevey ar
among the pale pink radicals who ar:
named as the bolsheviks behind the
child labor amendment.

Only The Beginning

“The spearhead of the communis
campaign in the United States is the
joint promotion of two measures—o
this amendment to prohibit the labo
of all youths, making governmen
financial support for children a neces
sity, and of the Reed-Sterling federa
education bill, engineered by the self
same groups to obtain general con
trol of the minds of the Americar
youth, destroy their love of country
and willingness to defend her by
means of doctored textbooks, preparec
in the interlocked interests of social
ism and bureaucracy.”

Among the Saps

The Woman Patriot group is gen.
eral identified with Mrs. James Wads-
worth, wife of the notorious reac-
tionary senator from New York. Thi:
gang has opposed woman suffrage anc
prohibition, maternity care and educa-
tional appropriations.

They are typical 100 percenters
Also, typical jackasses.

vote most of our time to this work.
Comrades, in the past, we have per
mitted ourselves to become less actlve
during the summer months. Let u:
determine that this year we will brea}¥
from this habit, just as we will ult/
mately break with all habits that are

a reflection of capitalism.

o

=
=

to bring about—

For the Workers:

For Big Business:

Today it is Germany

The workers of Italy, Bulgaria and France are
hungry. The workers of England are hungry.
£ And ever greater grows the American army of
hungry and unemployed workers.

INTERNATIONAL CLASS SOLIDARITY

of the capitalists prompts them to combine in a united front
against the workers of the world.

HUNGER
SMALL PAY
LONG HOURS

OPPRESSION

PROFITS

Tomorrow it may be America.

Manifest Your I[nternational
Working-class Sclidarity!

Contribute to Working-class Organizations.

R T T T T T

Not Only
GERMANY’S

-
=
=
=
=
=
=
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In Germany they helped

OUR

tion, whenever

To give aid to all needy workers and to class war
victims without conditions, without political discrimina-
and wherever the existence of a
working-class is menaced by an economic or natural
catastrophe, or by political oppression.

AlM

] 19 So. Lincoln St., Chicago, IIL.

CONTRIBUTE TODAY

——_—————--—-———_—-—--——_—-——-—--——l

Committee for International Workers’ Aid,

Enclosed I send $.....ccoeeevvevvenvieennns to aid victims of the class struggle
wherever and whenever the need may reqquire.

— — ——— —— — ———— VT — —— —— ——— ——— e————

i| £ Committee For International Workers’ Aid
T e
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HIS is the fifth congress of the

Communist International. Leaders
of the revolutionary working class
from every corner in the world will
assemble in the city of Moscow on
the 15th of June to review the activi-
ties of the international communist
army during the past year, to lay
down the strategy of struggle for the
days ahead, and to reaffirm in thunder-
ing and flaming terms the undying
will of the proletariat to organize, to
struggle and to conquer

The Unbelievable Happened

So it was. Five years ago very
few believed the thing to be possible,
T.enin was the first one to proclaim
the idea. It was then taken up by
his most trusted and closest co-work-
ers. And within a few months this
flaming, life-generating ideal of a
Communist International became a
reality.

When it started it was Russia, the
Russian Communist party primarily,
that was the basis and substance of
the new world-organization of the re-
volutionary working-class. In fact,
he only real '‘party that participated
in the first Congress of the Commun-
ist International was the Russian
party, all the other delegates re-
presenting either small Communist
groups or revolutionary minorities in
the parties of the 2nd International.

And now, when the Fifth Congress
comes into session, the Communist
International represents a powerful,
well-trained and disciplined army of
revolutionary soldiers that numbers in
its ranks millions of workingmen and
workingwomen all over the world.
Now the Communist International is
the only real international organiza-
tion. Composed of almost all the liv-
ing races, nations and languages, yet
its membership of millions knows
only one loyalty, one objective and
one language of struggle. It is the
world revolution and the proletarian
dictatorship.

The Fifth Congress.

This is the Fifth Congress. It meets
at a time, when the working-class
struggle in the most important coun-
tries in the world is again on the up-
grade. Life and hope and determina-
tion are once more coming back into
the struggle of the workers in Ger-
many, France and England. The com-
plications and contradictions of capl-
talist rule have again brought the
masses to the werge of ruin, which
compels the revolutionary workers of
the world once more to seize the
initiative in the class-struggle.

Germany will be on the agenda of
the Congress. It will most prob-
ably occupy the central place in its
deliberations. Jvents in that most
important country in Central Europe
are fast coming to a head. It will
require all the wisdom, knowledge
and experience of the Comupnunist In-
ternational to steer and direct the
working class of Germany success-
fully thru the ripening conflict for
power.

Because of the approaching final
show-down between the forces of Fas-
cism and Communism in Germany, the
powerful German Communist Party

OUR GENERAL STAkF

whose influence has been growing re-
cently by leaps and bounds, is passing
at present thru an intensive process
of internal crystallization of policies
and tactics of revolutionary struggle.
The Left Wing of the party seems to
be definitely in control, but it has not
as yet evolved with sufficent clear-
ness a program of action which would
satisfy the Communist International
as to the soundness and correctness
of the proposed policies.

This Congress will once more take
up the German question and will say
its authoritative word on the problems
that are at issue in the ranks of the
German party. And is in the past, so
also will it be in the future! When
the voice of the Communist Inter-
national has spoken, the ranks close,
and the party proceeds to action.
One mind, one heart, and one will.

England, too, is on the agenda. The
coming into power of the British La-
bor Party had closed a chapter in
the development of the class-struggle
in England. The recent experiences
of the English working masses in the
“effectiveness” of parliamentary So-
cialism are preparing the ground for
a new beginning. The mind of the
English proletariat is becoming more
susceptible to the ideas of Commun-
ism and revolutionary class struggle,
which raises before the Communist
Party of England a series of new pro-
blems of policy and tactics. These
problems will be discussed and solved
by the present congress, and the de-
cigsions rendered will no doubt be of
incalculable value to the Communist
Party of England and to the working
class as a whole.

And Russia, too, will come before
the Congress. Our Russian comrades
will be in a position to report that
conditions of life in Soviet Russia are
constantly improving, that the econ-
omic system of the new order is gain-
ing ever new ground, and that the
International position of the Union of
Soviet Republics was mnever been
stronger than now.

Good news, indeed, this will be to
the leaders of International Commun-
ism. But the thing that will most
deeply reach into and gladden their
hearts will be the report that the in-
ternal conflict in the Russian Com-
munist Party has been settled de-
finitely and successfully. The crisis
has been overcome and the Russian
Party is once more the unfied and
centralized party of Lenin.

The Congress will practically enter
into the problems of the class-struggle
in every country in the world. Much
more so than the previous Congresses,
this one represents a real interna-
tional party whose national sections
stand to each other in practically the
same relation as city and district units
of one mnational section. It is one
party, with one centralized leadership.
And the International Congress of this
party will deal with individual pro-
blems of each national section in the
same always as these latter deal with
the local problems of their own sub-
divisions.

By this taken, Italy, Bulgaria, the
United States, Japan, the Balkans and
every other country in the world, in-

cluding the colonies, will in one way

(The next issue of The Young Worker will contain a complete and de-
tailed report of the proceedings and decisions of the convention written in
a special story by Martin Abern, Young Worers League representative t%

the convention.)

By ALEXANDER BITTELMAN

or another be taken up by the Con-
gress. This general staff of the world-
revolution has a real world outlook,
and strives towards no other objective
but the final triumph of the world
revolution.

The Communist International and the
American Party.

It seems to us that no other Com-
munist party in the world feels as
strong a sense of gratitude to the
Communist International as does the
American party. The influence of the
C. 1. was really the making of our
party, and for this the American work-
ing class will forever be grateful when
it finally comes to realize the role
and importance of a Communist party.

Five years ago the elements that
make up our party at present were
just a left wing of something or other.
The Left Wing of the Socialist Party,
the left of the I. W. W,, radicals and
militants at large. It was a loose,
shapeless movement striving painfully
towards self-expression and a definite
crystallization.

Now it is a party. A party of con-
scious communists with a clear re-
volutionary ideology and a centralized,
fighting organization. Now it is an
army in the class-struggle, the ad-
vanced guard of the American work-
ing class, with a recognized leader-
ship and a well established program

of action.
‘Who wrought this wonderful
change? The conditions of the class-

struggle in America, of course. And
the reverberations of the revoluion-
ary struggles in Europe. But this
change would never have been pos-
sible in such a short space of time if
not for the directing assistance of the

Communist International.

To crystalize a Communist party
in America was a difficult proposition,
indeed. With a working-class made
up of foreign-born and natives, and
these foreign-born in their turn di-

vided into several races, languages
and nationalities, with a political
backwardness on the part of the

workers that no other capitalist coun-
try in the world can compare with,
with no revolutionary leadership that
could command general recognition
and support,—with all these condi-
tions as a background, how many
yvears would it have taken to crystal-
lize a Communist movement in Amer-
ica had there been in existence no
Communist International?

Many, many more years than had
actually passed. Luckily for our party
and for the labor movement of Amer-
ica as a whole the Communist Inter-
national was formed in time to give
us all the benefits of its knowledge,
experience and influence.

The same will be said—the same
is being said—Dby our communist
youth. They, too, are pretty well
aware of what the Communist Inter-
national meant for the development
of their movement. Inspired by the
doings of the Comintern and guided
by its brotherly advice, the revolution-
ary working class youth of the world
has been able to create a powerful
international organization which is
fast becoming the pride of every pro-
letarian fighter.

On this occasion of the fifth con-
gress, let us again reaffirm our faith
in the ideals of communism and our
determination to continue in the

struggle until the final and complete |

victory.

THE F

OUNG rebels from all parts of

the world, some facing the danger
of being jailed and maltreated by the
agents of the wealthy class of their
country, will gather in Moscow around
the early part of July to work out
the policies of the Young Communist
International. These are the red
youth. These are representatives of
those members of the working class
young who are working the world
over to arouse the toiling youth to

Jgin in the fight against decadant capi-

talism.
! Communism Is Binding Tie

An international congress is an in-

spiring spectacle. There is a common
tie that binds the delegates, the in-
terest of the working calss youth;
there is a single goal drives them on,
communism.

The Young Communist International
is voung, not only in the age of the
members under its leadership, but in
the years of its existence. The Y. C.
I. was born in 1919 in Berlin where
it held its first congress. The con-
gress about to be held in Moscow is
the fourth.

Leadership In Constant

The leadership of the Y. C. I has
changed but little since its birth. La-
zar Shatzkin and Richard Schuller,
present secretaries of the internation-
al are still at their posts—and are still
very young. Both participated in the
first international gathering of the
communist youth. Nearly every mem-
ber of the executive committee of the
young communist international held
a prominent position either in the in-
ternational or in one of the leagues
afliliated to it in 1919.

Y. C. I. A Solidifying Force
Since the close of the war, when the

T least twenty four hours to wait

—and the chief of police might
at any moment order me off to Ob-
dorsk. A bad beginning!

On the third day, February 18th,
I set out. In the gmorning Nikita came
to the hospital dnd after waiting un-
til I was alone in my room he said,
with great emphasis.

“Come to my house at eleven o’-
clock tonight, without letting anyone
see you. We will set out at twelve.
My family and the whole household
will be at the theater and I will be
alone. You can put on your warm
clothes, eat supper, and I will take
you on a horse to the woods where
Nikivor will waiting. He will take
you over the mountain route. He
tells me that two Yakut sleighs have
left the trail clear.”

“Is this final?” I asked, doubtfully.

“Final and conclusive.”

All day leng I paced the floor of my
room. About eight in the evening I
concluded that it would be well to go
to the theatrical performance in the
barracks. The hall was crowded.
Three big lamps hung from the ceil-
ing, and along the walls were candles
fixed on the points of bayonets. The
three musicians near the stage were
so crowded they could scarcely move
to play their -instruments. Govern-
ment officials occupied the front rows;

f behind them sat merchants and busi-

ness people, and scattered here and

there were political exiles. In the
rear sat the plain people—clerks,
small bourgeoisie, and youths.

Soldiers lined the walls on both sides.
Tchekov’'s “The Bear” was being pre-
sented on the stage. The big good
humored and corpulent regimental
surgeon, Anton Ivanovich was play-
ing “The Bear”. His wife took the
part of the beautiful neighbor. Our
“doctor” himself sat in the prompt-
er’'s box. Everybody applauded wken
the curtain fell on the last act of
“The Bear.”

During the pause that followed, the
political exiles gathered in a group
and began discussing the latest news.
“I hear that the chief of the police is
gsorry that the deputies with families
were not allowed to remain in Bere-
sov.” ‘“The chief says it is impossible
to escape from here.” “Yes, but that
is an exaggeration. People are being
brought here, therefore it must be
possible for them to get away again.”

The music stopped, the curtain rose
again. This time the play was “A
Tragedian in Spite of Himself”, a holi-
day episode in the life of a married
couple. A hospital inspector played
the part of the husband who is spend-
ing his holidays in the country. He
wore a coat of the silk and a straw hat
—in February, in the region of the
Arctic Circle! When the curtain fell
upon this domestic drama I pleaded
neuralgia and took leave of my com-

The Resolution and Theses of the
Fourth Bureau Session of the Young
Communist International (Young
Workers League, 20c a copy, 15¢ in
bundle crders.)

The Resclutions and Theses of the
Fourth Bureau Session (which have
recently arrived in this country) are a
guide to the success of the leagues
affiliated to the Young Communist
International in carrying out the de-
cisions of the Third Congress.

In reading the results of the bureau
gathering, the American comrades
will note how closely the national exe-
cutive committee has endeavored to
follow out the basis for work laid
down by the international body.

The fourth bureau session began
July 10th, 1923, and lasted 10 days.
Every problem confronting the com-
munist youth of the entire world was
discussed, and some in a fashion not
possible at a congress. More part-
icularly, the shop nuclei, anti-militar-
ism, and the matter of reaching the
agrarian youth received most atten-

tion.

In glancing thru “the immediate,
practical steps which the national exe-
cutive committee must take” in put-
ting into effect the shop nuclei de-
cisions, we note how closely these
have been followed by the Young
Workers League of America:

“Continuation of the propaganda
amongst the entire membership. Dis-
cussion of the nuclei work, confer-
ences. Registration of mewmbership.
(It will be remembered in this re-
spect that the N. E. C. completely cir-
cularized the league for a registration
tho some of the leagues, as for in-
stance, New York City, delayed their
registration for months.)

“Personal participation of members
of the N. E. C. in initiating nuclei
work.” (In Chicago, the N. E. C. mem-
bers virtually kept alive the existing
nuclei.)

“Articles in the party press, influ-
encing party opinion in favor of the
nuclei system.” (Edwards and Gannes,
members of the N. E. C. printed the
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only two articles on the shop nuclei
that have appeared in the party press
since the last Workers Party conven-
tion.)

And so on, one finds in reading this
resolution that the N. E. C. has ernest-
ly striven to carrying it into effect;
and that even tho a bumper crop of
nuclei cannot be boasted of, the
efforts to achieve the reorganization
and organization of shop nuclei have
unquestionably been correct.

In adopting the report of the exe-
cutive committee of the Young Com-
munijst International, the bureau ses-
sion urged the league to take greater
interest in party political struggles,
pointing out that in Norway and Swe-
den the leagues were instrumental in
advancing the position of the Com-
munist International. The Y. W. L.
has striven to put into effect through
the party, in harmony with the C. E.
C., the united front and labor party
policy that is in accordance with C.
I. decisions.

The Y. W. L. members should study
the anti-military resolutions prepared
by the bureau session. There is no
doubt that the local organizations
have not carried into effect the de-
tails of the anti-military campaign out-
lined by the N. E. C. But we learn
thru our mistakes and by our experi-
ences. In this country, anti-military
work must become one of our fore-
most tasks. The desire for a greater
and more efficient army is becoming a
passion with the American capitalists
and real communist anti-military werk
must be carried on.

The resolution on religion will in-
terest those of our comrades who do
not understand the communist at-
titude toward religion. Heretofore the
Y. C. I. did not deem it necessary to
adopt a special resolution on religion;
but recent events have maae a clear-
cut communist announcement on the
attitude against religion a duty. “Re-
ligon,” says the resolution, “is a form
c¢f mental suppression weighing heavi-
ly on the masses. ... Religion is today
one of the most important weapons of
the capitalist ruling class;” and then
follow ways and means of activity
cor})bating the influence of religious
opium.

Other resolutions deal with fascism
and reaction, economic-trade union
work, educational work.

Frankly the Y. C. 1. says, “since the
third congress the economic-trade

union work has been pushed into the

”»

background for various reasons. ...
However, continues the resolution,
“the formation of shop nuclei and the
carrying thru of the reorganization
of the league on this basis is the most
important condition for the economic
trade union work must be started
energetically.”

Also:

“It is necessary that every league
should concentrate upon the most im-
portant and topical demands in its
respective country and that it should
direct its endeavors especially to the
propaganda for these demands
amongst the masses of young work-
ers.”

The American representative at the
bureau session pointed out that the
Young Workers League was trying in
every way to press the demands
adopted by the second national con-
vention of the league; that the league
was participating in strikes wherever
possible; and that the Y. W. L. work-
ed in close harmony with the T. U.
E. L., that section of the party which
has done most to link the party up
with the trade union work. Since
the close of the bureau session, the Y.
W. L. has doubled its efforts in this
direction. It has taken part in every
strike that hag assumed any propor-
tion in the larger cities in which the
league has been organized. No great
masses of young workers have been
reached, it is true, but our efforts
to get our demands before the toiling
youth in the shops cannot cease.

The necessity for reading and study-
ing the Resolutions and Theses of the
Fourth Bureau -Session cannot be too
strongly impressed on the league
members. In the introduction to the
pamphlet containing these important
documents, the K. C. of the Y. C. I.
says: ‘“No decision must be allow-
ed to remain unknown to our mem-
bers . .. Read them! And then read
them again!” the N. E. C. of the Y.
W. L. echos: “Every member of the
league, if he is to consider himself an
active young communist, must read
this pamphlet and read (and study) it
again! And then put them into
action!”

—H. G.

Low Wages Knocked

BAKERSFIELD, Calif.—“Low wages
turn girls to easy money. It is im-
possible to live on §15 per. Give girls
an equal chance with men and they
will go higher.” This is the conclu-
sion of Eleanore Walling, 19, who has
confessed to armed robbery of a bank

‘at Taft, California.

rades.
Nikita was waiting for me.
have just time to eat some supper and

“You

change your clothes. I told Nikivor
to drive to the spot we have agreed
upon when he hears the bell strikes
twelve.”

Near midnight we went out into the
courtyard. The darkness seemed in-
tense by contrast with the light room,
but I could see a horse hitched to a
sleigh. 1 stretched myself out on the
bottom of the sleigh, after having
spread out my “Gussi” Nikita covered
me with a great truss of straw and
bound it with twists of straw, to look
like a load of some sort. He even
scattered snow over the straw, so it
would appear as if the sleigh had
stood outdoors for sometime. The
warmth of my breath melted the snow
and cold water trickled down on my
face. My hands were terribly cold.
I had forgotton to put on my mittens
and I could not move, now, because
of the twists that bound me. I heard
the firebell strike twelve, and im-
mediately afterwards the sleigh began
to move.

“At last!” I thought, “This is the
beginning.” The cold was now merely
a pleasant reminder that I was really
on my way. We moved forward for
about twenty minutes, then stopped.
A shrill whistle sounded from above
me—evidently a signal from Nikita.
Immediately I heard an answer, and
directly afterwards the sound of
voices. ‘“Who can that be?’ I won-
dered, much disturbed. Nikita seemed
uneasy, for instead of unfastening
my bonds I heard him mutter to
himself.

“What is it?” I whispered, hoarse-
ly, thru my straw covering.

“The devil only knows what he is
up to now,” Nikita grumbled.

“Is he drunk?”’ I asked, my heart
sinking.

“That’s just the point.
sober.”

Meantime people were approaching.
“That doesn’t matter, Nikita Serapio-
nitch, don’t worry.” I heard a voice
gsaying. “The fellow needn’t be an-
xious. That is my friend and this old
chap is my father.. he needn’t be
afraid of these men.”

A muttering Nikita untied my
bonds. Facing me was a huge man,
a peasant, with a shock of hair and
a face that betrayed both cunning and
drunkenness. The snow and the
stars seemed to make it almost as
light as day,—the northern day. In
his malitsia, the man looked enor-
mous. Nearby stood a young lad, and
by the sleigh stood an old man ob-
viously quite overcome with drink.

“Don’t worry sir, don’t worry,” said
the big man, in whom I recognized
Nikivor, this is my party. I'll vouch
for them. Nikivor drinks but he
doesn’t lose his head even if he’s tipsy.
Don’t worry on that score. How could
I fail to bring you thru safely with
such steeds as those? — — — " he
pointed to his reindeer. “Uncle Mi-
chael Yegoritch says: “Drive over
the mountains. Two Yakut sleighs
went that way the other day.” My-
self I'd rather go over the mountains.
All along the river everybody knows
me. I asked Michael Yegoritch to
eat some cakes with me the other day.
A decent kind of a peasant Michael
is..” He wandered on and on.

“Shut up, Nikivor, and put these
things in your sleigh,” Nikita com-
manded him. Nikivor began to hurry.
In five minutes everything was settled
and I was in the new sleigh.

“Ah Nikivor,” said Nikita reproach-
fully, “I told you not to bring these
people along. Now remember, you
men,” he said addressing the others,
“don’t you say a word about any-
thing.”

“No no, we won't say anything,”
answered the young peasant. The
old man merely waved his finger
about, helplessly, comically. I took
a hearty farewell of Nikita.

“Go ahead.”

Nikivor uttered a short imperative
cry; the reindeer took the strain, and
our journey began.

To Be Continued

He's not

By HARRY GANNES

elements now composing the Young
Communist International were striv-
ing to rebuild the world organization,
the Y. C. I. has been solidifying its
forces. One of the big objects has been
to draw together all the leagues af-
filiated to the international and put
them under one generalship; to carry
on the struggle not with a view solely
to national prejudices or idiocyncra-
cies, but with an understanding and
with an outlook to the world political
and economic situation. This does
not mean that the national divisions
were to be restricted in applying their
forces with a knowledge of the local
conditions, but history had taught
these young rebels that a loose inter-
national organization at the time of
a crisis (like the world war) spelt
death and destruction. The revolu-
tionary proletariat of the world must
stand firm and under an iron leader-
ship toward off the attacks of world
capitalism.
Mutual Aid Between Sections
This work of unifying and solidify-
ing the ranks has progressed marvel-
ously. Every section of the Y. C. I.
has done its part to build up the in-
ternational and the international in
its turn has not stinted its efforts to
aid in building up the national sec-
tions and has concentrated most
where help was needed the greatest.
The fourth congress of the Young
Communist International will re-
present young communist leagues that
have established an organization and
are ready for real work, and in many
countries represents mass organiza-
tions of the working class youth.
Fundamental Policies Unchanged
Since the second congress of Y. C. 1.
there has been but little change in the
fundamental policies of the interna-
tional communist youth. The pro-
blem has been to amplify the deci-
sions, to apply them to practical work,
to carry them out, and to broaden
the struggle of the working class
youth in every country.

U. S. League With Y. C. .

In the United States the league has
endeavored the carry out the decisions
of the third congress as well as the
fourth bureau session. The N. E. C.
most persistently strove to impress
the members with the meaning of the
theses and resolutions, to interpret
them and to translate them into ac-
tion. Our league did not have the
unity of structure that was most de-
sirable; but then we are even younger
than the international. The league has
expressed the will to carry forward

JURTH CONGRESS OF THE Y. . 1.

the struggle of the Y. C. I. as applied
to this country. And today the work
is proceeding at a rapid pace.

Experience To Serve As Guide

There will be no especially new
problems taken up at the fourth con-
gress; yet the results of this congress
will be of extreme importance. How
has the German league fared during
the reign of reaction? What has the
French league done on the anti-mili-
tary field? How have the Scandina-
vian leagues weathered the party con-
flicts? Is the Japanese league pre-
paring for the developments that are
taking place in that country? Questions
such as these will come up and the
experiences brought out will serve as
a guide to the less experienced
leagues.

Nuclei and Anti-Militarism

Our old friend the shop nuclei will
have its day. Antimilitarism will
come in for its proper share of atten-
tion. The economic and trade union
struggle is never overlooked by the
Y. C. L

‘We can count on this: The faults
of the league during the past eighteem
months will be brought out, the suc-
cesses counted, the world situation re-
viewed, and a program of action based
on actual conditions laid out. Then
the work will proceed again,

Program To Be Adopted

It is expected that the Y. C. I. will
adopt a program at the fourth con-
gress. This program has been in the
making for a long time. It has been
before the leagues for discussion. The
tentative program has been prinfed
in booklet form by the E. C. of the Y.
C. I. and translated into about flve
languages. It is my view there will
be but little change from the present
basis, and that the program will be
adopted unanimously with the adition
of sections on religion, education, ete.

Commission On U. S.

Because of the growth of the Young
Workers League of America it is the
belief of the comrades of the national
executive committee that a special
commission will be formed to delve
into some of the unique problems met
with in this country. This commis-
sion will be more than helpful in for-
mulating special demands to be fought
by the Y. W. L.

Should Learn From Decisions

Our members should make sure to
read and study the results of the
fourth congress when these are avail-
able. For what avails the work of the
delegates and E. C. of the Y. C. I.
if the membership does not acquaint
itself with the decisions arrived at,
and then proceeds to put them into
action?

HE nucleus must systematically

train its members to make speech-
es and give reports by charging the
individual members of the 'nucleus
with the elaboration of certain sub-
jects and making them speak on them
at the meetings of the nucleus. For
this purpose, subjects on the work of
the league and even small theoretical
subjects are eminently suitable. These
speeches should be short, for the sub-
sequent discussion is the more im-
portant.

The Question Box Method

A very good means to draw those
members of the nucleus who do not
usually participate in the discussions
into them is the method of question
papers. All the members of the nuc-
leus write down questions on a special
subject which are read one by one
at the meeting and thoroughly dis-
cussed and answered. A permanent
question box may be fixed somewhere
in the shop, in which case it it better
if one particular member of the nuc-
leus committee is charged with the
answering of the ugestions.

Use the Communist Press

The nucleus should discuss the
league and the international press in
its meetings and the articles con-
tained in them, it may in special meet-
ings even deal with the daily press,
the communist and workers’ press and
the press of the opponents also.

Reading evenings should be organ-
ized by the nucleus in order to pro-
mote individual reading amongst the
members of the nucleus. Apart from
the provision of literature, the nucleus
should distribute books etc., from the
branch library amongst its members.

Typical Subjects Given

In the course of the monthly pro-
gram of meetings, which should be
well arranged so that there are many
interesting meetings and not too many
difficult ones, the nucleus should sys-
tematically provide a definite and
basic knowledge of the labor move-
ment and of Marxism. For this pur-
pose, during the course of a longer
period, it should deal with a number
of subjects as for instance, (1) The
situation of the working class youth
in capitalist countries; (2) What do
we want? (program of the Young
Communist International; (3) The
history of the Young Communist
International; (4) The history of the
labor movement; (5) the history of
the trade unions, etc. The carrying
through of such a program requires
done in a popular manner.

Study Classes

With the extension of the work, the
increase of the membership and the
general consolidation of the nucleus
it may proceed to establish definite
study classes for the study of the con-
ditions of life of the young workers,
for the study of the youth movement,
and for the study of the adult move-
ment and of Marxism.

The first method of carrying
through the enlightment propaganda

Push The Nucleus Work!

The Educational Work of the Nucleus is
a Job That is Carried on Systematically

in the shop is by individual work.
The nucleus members must commence
discussions with the young workers
in the shop, and must be patient with
all of them even if some of them ap-
pear to have no interest in anything
else but baseball, dances, the movies,
etc. The common place of work, the
way home, the meal times, etc., offer
ample opportunity for political en-
lightment work, and the experiences
gained in this way must be presented
to the full nucleus meeting so that
all members can take use of them.

Nucleus To Invite Outsiders

The second form of education2l
work amongst the young workers in
the shop is the organization of a pub-
lic nucleus to deal with the vital prob-
lems of the situation of the youth,

The nucleus must try to inform all
the young workers on all important
political problems, and should invite
them to the nucleus mestings which
should be carefully prepared before-
hand. The nucleus should organize
various kinds of mass educational
work, for instance, evenings for news-
paper reading, for questions and an-
swers, ette. Always bearing in mind
the charactre of the young workers
in the shop, the nucleus should organ-
ize socials, humorous evenings, music-

als, singing and dramatic perform-
ances.
Celebrate Workers’ Days
A particularly effective form of

mass educational work is the celebra-
tions of the proletarian anniversaries.
Revolutionary eveings for these celeb-
rations should be carried through if
possible with the support of the
branch and should be very carefully
prepared. Speaking choruses, table-
aux, dramatic performances and 8o
on will make the evening interesting.

A further means of mass education
at the disposal of the nucleus is the
extensive distribution of literature
and newspapers and in this way the
winning of new members for the nuc-
leus and the leangue, and permanent
readers for the league press. At the
same time the nucleus should carry
on an energetic struggle against the
trashy literature of the capitalist
press combines, and provide the
young workers with books for labor
literature.

By occasional invitations to special
meetings of the branch at which
young workers from other shops will
be present, the nucleus can draw the
young workers nearer to the life of
our organization and can interest
them in the regular branch arrange-
ments.

French Young
Communist Pinched

PARIS.—Following a conference or-
ganized by the Young Communist
League at Decazeville, comrade Henri
Crespin was arrested for having car-
ried on “anti-militarist prepaganda.”
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A Historic Convention

HE convention now meeting in St. Paul for the pur-
pose of organizing a farmer-labor party which will
fight on the political fleld for the interests of the workers
and poor farmers, promises to be a historic turning point
in the labor movement of this country.

It has been one of the tragedies of the labor move-
ment here that it has had no mass political expression,
while in Europe huge parties of the workers have grown
daily and some of them assumed power of the state—
altho thy did not all use it for the benefit of the workers.
In this country, the two parties of importance, have been
for the last half a century the Republican and the
Democratic, both of them frankly capitalist, handing
out a bone now and then to the sweated masses.

The time is now ripe for the formation of a party o!
the ‘producers. The old capitalist parties are becoming
more and more openly reactionary, without giving even
a thought to the demands of the workers. The nomina-
tion of two such black reactionaries as Coolidge and
Dawes on the elephant’s ticket is merely a sign of the
times.

And the Democratic convention will not be much wetter.

The young workers of this country should take a keen
interest in politics. They are kept in subjection secause
the capitalists of the United States, their bosses, own
and control the political state, the congress, the presi-
dent, the state legislatures and the city councils. It is
because of this control that child labor exploitation
exists. It is because of this control that child labor
exploitation exists. It is because of this control that
the young workers are periodically dragged into military
service to leave the land and shoot down their working
class brothers in a foreign land. It is because of this
control that they are urged to enlist in the state militias
and the national guard in order that they may be used
to suppress the working class activities of their fathers
and brothers when they go out on a strike for better
wages and conditions.

What will the farmer-labor party, to be organized at
St. Paul on June 17, offer to the young workers? What
will they include in their program that will be of special
and immediate interest to the working class youth?

1t is, of course, too early to tell what the final results
of the convention will be. This is written before these
results are known. This much, however, can be said:
The program of the Young Workers League will be pre-
sented to the convention and all efforts made to have it
adopted. These demands are not based on an imaginary
need or some future problems. They are demands based
on the needs of the entire working class in general and
of the young workers in partiéular.

We declare a firm stand for the complete abolition of
child labor.

We demand a minimum wage for the young workers,
together with a six-hour day and five-day week, which
is the most that young workets should be employed at
their age.

We demand that the workers of this country have a
decisive voice in the control of such armed bodies as
state militias, national guardsmen and the like, to see
that they are not used, as heretofore, to suppress strikes
and shoot down working men and women, but rather to
keep in hand such actually lawless and labor hating
gangs like the Ku Klux Klan, the American Legion, and
the numerous private armies of the bosses: the thugs
and gangsters who are the bane of the fighting working
class.

We want to see the June 17 convention go on record
against any increase in armaments which is done for
the sole purpose of preparing this country for entry
into a war in which the only casualties are the workers
and farmers: both in the army and navy and at home.

These are propositions on which all can unite. They
are the needs of the workers. “June 17” must take its
stand on them.

Mothers or Breed Sows?

URING the war, Kate Richards O’Hare, the well-

known revolutionary orator, was arrested and sen-
tenced to jail on the charge that she referred to the
mothers who were giving birth to children who would
be used for cannon fodder in the war as “breed sows.”
She denied this charge and the government prosecutor
really did not prove it; but a little thing like that didn’t
matter and she was sent to one of the most horrible jails
in the country.

However that may be, it is interesting to refer to a re-
cent speech made by President Millerand of France, at
Evreux. He said: “France must have babies and make
men of them.” He spoke of the fears of France in con-
nection with the declining birth rate in that country and
the increase in Germany. The man power of Germany
was being increased while that of France was falling.

Clear and simple! The reason why French mothers
in this case should have more children is, to afford
France the opportunity of having a greater fighting force
at its command in a war, military or industrial, with any
other nation.

The term is a horrid one, but that is the fault of the
capitalist system. Working class mothers are deprived
of the very elementary feelings and emotions of ma-
ternity. The disgusting bourgeoisie would like to see
men as mechanical machines for turning out an army
of men to be placed in the industrial field and in the
trenches.

The capitalist slogan:
the soldiers’ grave!

These Are Our‘ Dead, Too.

Produce for the factory and

ORTY-EIGHT sailors were blown to bits June 113 on |

the United States battleship Mississippi, stationed
off San Pedro, California. Trapped in a steel-bound
turret, the unfortunate cannon fodder of the American
capitalists were torn to pieces or searde and choked by
the hellish heat and poisonous vapors of the explosion.

The financiers and the whole crew of military spit-
fires in this country have been howling about the incom-
petency of the navy and have been urging more “effi-
ciency” in killing on the seas. More ships, more sailors,
more gunning practice, was the cry.

The forty-eight sailors on the Mississippi are but a
forecast of the future thousands who will be slaughtered
in a most scientific manner and without the least sem-
blance of a chance when the war that the American
capitalists are now preparing for takes place.

There is a veil of secrecy shrouding the death of the
American seamen on the Mississippi. Were the officers
of th Mississippi experimenting with some new kind of

,

explosive?
men to cruel death in order to devise some new mur-
derous craft?
forever 1n the black archives of the Navy Department.

The sailors’ bodies (what is left of them) will be
thrown to the sharks. The bloody decks will be swept
clean by their comrades and the ship put back in fighting
shape. Capitalism will weep but few tears. There will
be booming of guns, it is true, but the hole that will
swallow what were once the sons of American working
men will disappear as completely as the trail of a ship

on the high seas.

The dead of the army and navy are our dead, as are
the dead of the mines and mills—all victims of capi-
talism.

There has been too much indiscriminate playing with
the lives of the American sailors in the past few years.
It is becoming common even in times of peace to hear
of these misguided proletarian youths being sacrificed
to the war preparations. The sailors should demand
more safety; should demand some chance for their
lives.

But the growth of the military forces of American
imperialism will continue so long as capitalism exists
to menace the life and limb of every wroker.

Two Objects of the C. M. T.C.

HE training of young workers so that the United

States may have an army ready at a moment’s notice
is not the only object of the Citizen’s Military Camps,
it seems. The other purpose of the camps seems to
be the killing off of any clsas consciousness that the
young recruit from the working class may have.
WWriting in the Saturday Evening Post, Frederick

Simplich quotes our old friend General Pershing:
‘The by-products of these citizen’s training camps, utterly
aside from their military value, is worth far more than
they are costing us. ... They check class consciousness
(!) and smooth over sectional friction and feelings. The
coal miner’s son from Pennsylvania and the young cotton
king from Carolina come together at the same mess.”

Fine! All that has to be done is to put the young
slave of a Carolina cotton king at the same table and
the fact of his slavery will disappear. Put a young coal
miner at the same table for a month with a young scion
of a coal magnate and the miner will forget about the
miseries of his life. This is the bunk. In the first place,
the brats of the rich who enlist for training in the C. M.
T. C. can be counted on the end of your thumb. No
association with vulgar young work people for them!
They go to their exclusive military academies if they go
anywhere and turn up when war comes on as captains
and lieutenants—that is, officers who take part in the
battles from the security of a 25-miles-behind-the-trenches
chateau.

Pershing’s frank statement should clinch the necessity
for young communists entering the C. M. T. C. and point-
ing out their true role, at the same time orgafiizing the
young workers within the camps to their duty to the class
to which they belong and will continue to belong—the
class of the exploited toilers.

As Others See It.

E take the following from the newsletter of the
International Transport Workers’ Federation and
print it without comment:
General Amos A. Fries, head of the chemical warfare
service of the United States ware department says:
“There is one recent development which I hope will
help the public to gain a better understanding of the
real purpose of gas in warfare, and that is the use of
tear and sneeze gases by police, hospitals, and prisorn
authorities in controlling mobs and fractious indlviduals.”
This is a pretty clear indication of the motives behind
the attempt to abolish the prohibition of poison gas. This
“humanitarian” weapon is not only to be used against
the foreign enemy, but also against the ‘“enemy” at
home. And especially it will be used against workers
who are on strike, because that is what in bourgeois
terminology is meant by “mobs.”

¥e

The cup of capitalism is filled with gall for the work-
ers and champagne for the parasites.

The Bonus Simply Ain’t!

IX years after the war profiteers gouged their bellies

with the gold wrung from the sweat and blood of
the working class, a pretense is made at paying
the soldiers who were forced to fight in the interest of
American capitalism.

It is true that Cal Coolidge did his damnedest to stop
even the fake bonus bill from passing. Cal was acting
fn the interest of those who got their share during the
hot days of the war and who insisted that all was to be
given out rightfully belonged to them because they made
the war a profitable venture. But the bill passed over
the veto of the strikebreaker president and is today law.

What does the passage of the soldier’'s bonus bill
mean to those who risked their lives and their health in
the service of Morgan and his fellow adventurers in the
field of international finance? The bonus is no bonus.
When examined it proves to be a scrap of paper—or to
use the polite language of the lawyer a limited insur-
ance policy.

It is estimated that 3,038,283 veterans will be entitled
to these trick insurance policies, while 389,683 will be
paid cash of $50 or less (lucky boys). After spending
months in lousy trenches with bullets whistling over-
head and comrades dropping like flies all around, 389,
583 fighters for democracy will get what the bosses think
they are worth.

The “adjusted compensation,” as some of the more
timid of the wealth owners of this country want to call
the bonus, is figured on the basis of $1 a day for home
gervice and $1.26 fer overseas service.

Those responsible for the war now guilty of defraud-
ing the sick war vets, set the price of war service as 25
cents a day above home guard duty.

Just think of it, young worker! You are plunged into
a war that is clearly in the interest of the war pro-
fiteers on the one hand, and the entire American cap-
italist class on the other; and when it comes to paying
for hardships, for danger, for lost time, they offer 25
cents a day. This is truly capitalist horse sense.

But do you get the money? Not yet! Two years after
an insurance policy is issued to those entitled to them,
the holder of the policy can loan money by cutting down
the value of the policy. Again some grafters will get
their share by loaning money on what is supposed to be
a bonus for war service.

There will be no more talk of ;bonus for a while—until
the next war. The American Legion can go to sleep
now; its omly reason for existence is no mbpre.

The basis of war is not destroyed yet. There will be
other wars, engineered by the capitalists of the world
and the working class youth will again be called on to
fight. Will the youth permit their exploiters to repeat
the treatment of their buddies when they mustered out
in 1918; will the war vets condone a repetition of the
treatment accorded the wounded and maimed of the last

war? There is a way to stop this!

TWO YEARS OF PROGRESS.
OW well I remember those trying
days just previous to the open-
ing of the convention. We had no
money whatever. Everywhere ex-
penses and nowhere any income. And
worst of all, the W. P. was in the
same boat that we were, so it could
not come to our rescue no matter how
much it wanted to do so.
Convention Surpasses Hopes.

There were actually more delegates
present at the convention than we had
hoped for. Chicago had sent a bunch
of huskies: Edwards, Gannes, Al-
bright, Oswald, and Eisner; Marty
Abern had come from Minneapolis;
Jacobson was there from Philadel-
phia; Marks from Boston; and then
there were delegates from Washing-
ton, Providence, Worcester, Syracuse,
Cleveland, Jersey City, Patterson,
Pittsburgh, and so farth.

Start Was Modest.

Of course, there was a bit of a tus-
sle between the “independents” and
ourselves, but we had the overwhelm-
ing majority on our side. A revolu-
tionary program was adopted, which
was at the same time realistic. Stress
was constantly laid upon the need for
“participation in the every-day strug-
gles of the working class.” Several
very important phases of work which
logically belong to a youth movement,
were no more than touched (chil-
dren’s movement, rural work, anti-
militarism, and so forth) but this was
done because we realized that the per-
iod immediately before us must be
one wherein we brought together
these few comrades in each industrial
center who would build the nucleus
around which a mass movement could
later be built. We were too few in
number and too scattered to attempt
to carry on work in all spheres. Bet-
ter a more modest start which would
yield results than ambitious schemes
which we could not possibly fulfill.

New Orientation in League.

From that day to this, is a very
short time when we reckon it by
years. But if we are to reckon it by
the achievements accomplished, then
we can say with all due modesty that
it has been a long and eventful per-
iod. Those pioneer groups of yester-
day have spread and developed. To-
day we can reckon our number in
thousands whereas, then we were glad
to be able to reckon it in hundreds.
Yesterday we were still feeling our
way, not sure about the way to work.
Yesterday we were still bound by
many of the traditions of the Y. P.
S. L. with its semi-intellectual, semi-
social outlook. Yesterday we were
largely content to talk revolution. To-
day we have found the road to suc-
cess, even tho we may not yet have
gone far on it. Today it is mnot
the high school boy or girl to whom

we make our appeal (altho we
want them with wus also) but to
the young wage slaves. There are mil-
lions of them scattered from coast to
coast. They are the ones who feel
the class struggle; they are the ones
who make up the proletariat; they
are the ones who must be brought in-
to our movement (nay, their move-
ment) where they can carry on the
fight, against the master class in a
more effective manner. Without them,
our movement is nothing. With them
it is everything. Today we are piant-
ing ourselves in the very heart and
core of capitalism—in the workshops.
We are making shop nuclei the basic
and organic unit of our movement;
and to the degree that we are able to
do so, to that degree do we make our
Y. W. L. a mass movement, a fighting
movement, a true leader and inspirer
of the young, to that degree do we
become the vanguard for the exploited
youth of these United States.

Children’s Movement and Press.

Our children’s movement, which
yesterday was non-ex:stent, is already
a real factor. It is making the chil-
dren class-conscious. It is building
a generation of young fighters who
will be second to none.

Our press—ah yes! It is real, it is
effective, it is above all, a youth press.
Redouble Our Efforts.

But why go on with praise? Facts
are facts, and we can view with pride
the Young Workers’ League, which is
shaping itself before our eyes. But
let us not imagine for one moment
that all is as well as it could be. As
we face the third year of the Y. W.
L., let us determine to assure it of
an even greater growth, numerically,
intellectually, and spiritually (if one
may use the last word in the sense
of a “fighting spirit”’) for we have only
just begun the great work which must
yet be done. If we have doubled our
membership, bear in mind that there
are still a hundred times as many
young workers to be brought into our
ranks or under our influence. If we
have succeeded in making our paper
attain a circulation of seven or eight
thousand, bear in mind that what we
need is a Weekly Young Worker, that
will have a circulation of twenty or
thirty or fifty thousand. It can be
done. It must be dene!

Problems and Tasks Numerous.
Where we have one nucleus today,
we must have several tomorrow.

What have we done to reach the
young- farm laborers? Very little as
yet. Think of the hundreds of thou-
sands of colored lahorers whom we
may gain access to. Consider the
number of young trade unionists who
can and must be brought into our
movement. Our prohlems are numer-
ous. Our tasks are great.

SPEED UP ON THE BABY INDUSTRY,
IS THE CALL OF FRENCH PATRIOT
SOCIETY TO DISLOYAL CITIZENRY

PARIS.—Bear sons for the republi
posted by the National Alliance for th
nosters show two babies, one large, b

sent a German child, and the other small,
The text reads: .
The Boche mothers bear 1,145,000 children an-

ing the French baby.

“France is in danger.
nually; our women only 760,000.
France is lost.

Th

world. Vlive la France!” )
But the landlords and food

Therefore, French patriots,
petter. And you, French women, do your duty an

profiteers are not patriotic.

¢, is the cry of placards ail cver Paris,
e Increase of French Population. The
lond and blue-eyed, supposed to repre-
brunette and dark-eyed, represent-

is means revenge; if things continue,
produce children, the more the
d bring children into the
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Did they maliciously subject the enlisted [ ] » [ ]
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face the future with confidence. Our
banner is the blood-red banner of the
Communist International. It was the
banner of Liebknecht and Luxem-
bourg and Lenin. It is the banner of
hundreds of millions of workers and
peasants in Russia. It is the symbol
of an unrelenting, an uncompromising,
an international struggle against capi-
talist oppression and for working
class emancipation. “In this sign shall
we conquer.”

Those small sacrifices which we
have already made are as nothing
compared with those which we must
be prepared to make if our movement
is to triumph. As a German comrade
once aptly said, “Revolutions are not
made by drinking coffee and eating
pie.”

And In Conclusion.

During the past eighteen months 1
have not had much npportunity to be
an active participant in the work of
the Y. W. L. But I have followed
every move with intense interest, and
I hope that within the near future 1
shall once more be able to “do my
bit.”

Here in Europe I have seen the
clash of the workers and the mercen-
aries of the capitalists. Here I have
seen our -young comrades who gave
their lives for the cause of the op-
pressed. In Germany, in Bulgaria, in
Finland,—in all these countries where
the iron heel of a ruthless capitalist
distatorship is merecilessly exploiting
the workers—there the struggle for
Communism is a hard and fast reality.
There it means life or death. There
there is no time for dances and ban-
quests. Even as I write these words,
a report comes from Norway that the
whole of the E. C. of the Y. C. L. has
been arrested.

Where Workers Rule.

But while I have seen the revolu-
tionary youth engaged in a mortal
combat with capitalism in those coun-
tries where ‘“democracy’” is rampant,
so too, have I seen the young workers,
thousands upon thousands of them,
assemble to determine policies for
education, for regulation of hours, of
conditions, of pay—but this was in
Soviet Russia. This was in the only
country in the world where the work-
ers rule. There it is that our Y. C. L.
is leading the way for the creation of
a new world; they do mnot have to
fizht the state, for it is a workers’
state—it is their state.

If you, comrades in America, could
but see the enthusiasm, the joy with
which our Russian comrades do their
work; if you could but be made to
realize how anxious they are to know
what you are doing for the cause of
the world revolution, then I feel cer-

“at you would redouble all your
efforts.

_ommunists Always in Fight
But it is not alone in Russia where
our comrades want to know what you
are doing. Everywhere it is the same.
And tho I try to tell them as clearly
vs T can just what you are doing, still
I feel that you have not done half
enough. Think of the trials and
struggles of our comrades over here,
whenever you begin to feel discour-
aged. They are not ceasing their work
because the work is hard, because the
road is long, because they must suffer
heavy losses ere they win the goal.
Under Liebknecht’'s Banner.
We, too, must feel as they do, that
we are soldiers in an army, an inter-
national army of the proletariat; that

—April 12, 1924.

IMPROPAGARDA

Theo. Burton in the opening
speech of the Republican con-
vention said: The country looks
to Coolidge instead of Congress
for leadership.

The country does no such
thing. It would take an expert
to distinguish between such

similar asininity.
* *

Cal's Cool Machine Working
Smoothly.—H cadline. Well oiled
as usual and running on air.

L3

Agnes,

L J

SEND IN THAT SUB!
* * *

The government has placed a tax
of 36 per cent on gifts of more than
$5,000,000.

We hope that as a protest against
the injustice of this, our comrades

will refrain from mailing us presents.
*® k%

U. 8. A—United Soviets of
America.
* * *

WHEN JEHOVAH BLEW HIMSELF,
Ah-Ha! So Jehovah blew smoke
thru his nose! What a blow to the
Anti-Cigarette League!—L. B.
* %

*

SEND IN THAT SUBI!

® % %

JOHNNY RED SAYS:

President Coolidge made an
appearance in public wearing
spectacles.

It’s a cinch he hasn’t weak-
ened his eyesight looking for
help for the workers.

* * *
While you were reading
this Henry Ford made

ten dollars.

we belong to that regiment which
bears the name of the Young Workers
League; that every gain we make is a
gain for the whole army and every
fight we lose is a loss to the whole
army. One and all, let us march or
to new struggles, mnew victories
Strengthened by our lessons of the
last two years, and assured of the
support of the revolutionary working
class youth of all the world, we can

Why Gongr

By JOHN HARVEY

OOLIDGE has been instructed by
congress to call another naval dis-
armament conference.

It is interesting to note that this
proposal for a disarmament confel
ence is a part of the naval appropria
tion bill, calling for an expenditure
of $150,000,000 to improve the United
States navy.

Third Place and First.

The American imperialists, still
deep in their dreams of world domina-
tion, are suddenly awake to the fact
that the American navy has taken
third place among the navies of the
world. Such a state of affairs is en-
tirely out of keeping with the tenden-
cy of American capital to take first
place in the international field.

Now that the United States has
taken the place of England as the
financial capitol of the world—conse-
quently replacing England as leading
imperialist nation, American capital-
ists realize that from now on the
United States must be the country to
have “the world’s biggest navy.”

America Fooled at Conference

The Washington conference of three
years ago was a failure as far as
‘America was concerned; but for Eng-
land it was a great success, while the
Japanese navy succeded in gaining a
lead on the American navy, despite
the limitations placed upon it by the
Washington treaty. But the fact that
the Washington conference for the
reduction of naval armaments Wwas
used to such advantage by Japan and
England encourages President Cool-
idge to call another one in the hopes
that with the greater economic
strength on the side of the American
caiptalists they may come out vic-
torious in this next conference.

Scheme for First Place.

Not that the American imperialists
are so foolish as to believe that in one
conference they will be able to force
Great Britain to give over the naval
lead; but rather that they hope thru
the conference (under the cover of
diplomacy) to lessen the advantage
of England and Japan, so that the na-
val appropriations would not have to
be so big nor the time so long before
the United States navy would be in
first place. By establishing temporar-
ily a ratio that is more equal there are

better chances for the United States

to gain a speedy victory and become
the leading naval power.
United States Way Behind.

As things stand today it would take
years of building and huge expendi-
tures before the United States could
gain first place. .

Today Great Britain is credited
with 4150 modern light cruisers, ton-
‘nage 190,790; Japan with 25 light

cruisers, tonnage 157,780; TUnited

ess Wanisa B

| States with 10 light cruisers, tonnage
75,000 Fleet submarine strength is
given as follows: Great Britain, 173
Japan, 25; United States, 6.

Naval experts compare the strength
of the three big powers in the ratio
of 5-3-1, with Great Britain first, Japan
second and America last. The ratio
set by the Washington treaty was
5-5-3 with American and England each
Bve and Japan three.

Flgures Show it Up.

The last Washington treaty agreed
that the nations should scrap a cer-
tain number of capital ships, i. e., bat-
tleships of more than 10,000 tons. The
following statistics taken from a table
compiled by the navy depatrment
show that while keeping the scrap-
ping agreement Great Britain and
Japan only increased their lead:

*Including the King George V.,
scrapped probably during the year 1
the Rodney.

Scrap and Build Policy.

Furtherm(me;}oile scrapping a fair-
ly large nuurssr of old capital ships,
England has been able to increase her
advantage over America by greatly
improving and modernizing her re-
maining ships.

Japan has not been far behind Great
Britain in this respect and the conse-
quences are:

British and Japs Ahead.

The British and Japanese have fit-
ted their ships with two and three
armoured decks to protect their en-
gines and powder magazines against
the high angle fire of the modern na-
val gun. The United States has not
made these improvements.

Great Britain has ‘“blistered” most,
perhaps all of her ships, and Japan
has “blistered” some, while this im-
provement to protect ships against

9

United States.
American Gun Range Poor.

The elevation and range of the Brit
ish guns are much greater than the
American; which, linked with the
much greater speed of the British
ships, puts the TUnited States at a
great disadvantage.

One of the main reasows the ratio
of 5-5-3 never existed except on paper,
was that the treaty of Washington did
nothing to restrict the building of
ships under 10,000 tons, and while
scrapping capital ships with one hand
the great powers are busy building
ships of 10,000 tons and less with the
other hand; as well as many subma-
rines.

Behind the Washington Meet.

Also the British-American tempora-
ry alliance at the conferencq in hopes
of weakening the naval strength of

submarines has been neglected by the

igger Navy

Japan by limiting the number of
dreadnoughts and forbidding the con-
struction of new dreadnoughts, be-
came a complete failure when Japan
changed her strategic plan from one
of attack to one of defense; which
makes it safe for her to stop build-
ing dreadnoughts and to construct fast
cruisers and submarines instead.
Washington Treaty Canned.

The real death blows to the Wash-
ington treaty, which was supposed to
last until 1936, were the British ex-
penditure on the fortification of the
Singapore base and the huge naval
appropriations pased by the United
States congress. These developments
which caused the death of the paper
treaty of Washington, have so aggra-
vated the relations between the great
powers in the Far East that it seems

——OId Ships New Ships.
No Tons. No. Tons.
United $tates ..o 17 276,740 1 465,800
British EMPpire ..o 24 500,000 seee e
Japan 10 163,312 2 77,158
002 1 | 51 940,052 13 542,954

Ajax, Centurian and Thunderer to be

26 upon completion of the Nelson and

very doubtful if they will be able to
even assemble peacefully for another
conference, let alone reach temporary
agreement.

Not only are Japan and America no
longer on speaking terms, but that
other paper agreement regarding
China was thrown to the winds when
it was found impossible to divide
China among the great powers.

With China once more open to ex-

LAMPOON.

HOW DID HE BREAK HIS LEG?

Impropagandist: I know you

won’t believe me but I have found

a member of the Party whn is NOT
going to the June 17 convention.
BRICK LAYER.

* * *

SEND IN THAT SUB!
* £ *

No, Comrade, at the meeting the
shimmie is not the best motion to
make.

* * *

AND LONG MAY THEY RAVE!

B’lieve me, when the Reds get cone
trol, the white guard will be blue.

100 PER CENT.
£ *

We would like to help the old parties
now that they are building up their
political fences.

We offer to see that they are prop-
erly nailed.

*

* ®* ok

The Republican convention open-
ed with a prayer. To keep in fashion
we will clcse with one:

O Lord, see that the millions take
heed of Margaret Sanger’'s mes-
sage and that no more asses be born
who stray into the camp of the Re-
publicans. And while you're at it,
Lord, make that also go for the De-
mocrats.

And if you have any time left
over, oh Lord, sneak some Improp-
aganda into the brains of our read-
ers so they can send it to
WALT CARMON, Impropagandist.

ploitation by the great powers with-
out restrictions or gentlemanly agree-
ments, it is doubtful if another dis-
armament conference at Washington
would be much better than a “free for
all.” With competition and antag-
onism in the Far East as developed
as today, according to capitalist rules,
the fight seems to have reached the
point when the imperialists of the var-
ious countries can uwo longer gain
their ends by means of diplomacy. In
the Far East; it is the maturity of
those causing war which make the
American imperialists, their president
and their congress so worried that the
United States navy should be inferiogp®
to the navies of England and Japan

Y

BOY-BEATING

LANSING, Mich.—Floyd Campan
commission announced.
insulting language to his wife, but thi

pings.

“YOU CAN’T FIRE ME; 1 QUIT!”

SCHOULMAN YAWPS

y, heaa of one of the departments of

the state industrial school, handed in his resignation here today, the state
Campany was being investigated on charges that
he had brutally beaten boys under his care.

He alleged that they had used
s didn't seem to cover up the fact that

scores of boys djsplayed bodies covered with hideous welts from the strap-

The state institution, incidentally, is nothing but a fire trap where the
lives of the boys are in constant danger.

RUSSIAN CHIL

MOSCOW.—“We are always read
sian children assembled at the tomb

addressing them, asked if they were
Pioneers” and were addressed by s

Trotsky, Kameneff and Bukharin.
the narade of the children.

answer to the question put to them by Leon Trotsky.

“WE ARE ALWAYS READY!” CRY OF

DREN IN LENIN OATH

y!” was the spirited cry of 10,000 Rus-
of their fallen leader, Nikolai Lenin, in
Comrade Trotsky, in
in readiness to hold up Lenin's teach-

inos and principles and then answered with one voice.
The young Communists had renamed their organization to ‘“Leninite

uch notable soviet leaders as Rykoff,

The entire Communist congress reviewed
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