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X RUTHENBERG—OUR LEADER!

C. E. Ruthenberg was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on
July 9, 1882. His parents were of the working class—
his father was a longshoreman. He himself grew up as
a workers’ child; he began earning his living at a very
ecarly age. He was a factory worker, a clerk, a news-
paper correspondent, and then gave up his entire time
and energies to the working class movement.

- He joined the Socialist Party in 1909 in Cleveland
and soon became the leader not only of the Cleveland
Socialist workers, but of the whole Ohic movement.

Iin the Socialist Party of that time there were be-
ginning to develop two wings—the Right Wing, that
did not really believe (whatever they said) in the work-
ers’ struggle for freedom and in practice heiped the
bosses against the workers; and the Left Wing, made
up of the real revolutionary working class elements.
From the very beginning Comrade Ruthenberg became
one of the best known leaders of the Left Wing.

One of the greatest fights carried on in such a
splendid way by Comrade Ruthenberg was the fight
against the war. He called upon the workers to fight
the bosses’ war: he told the workers that the war was
n the interest of the bosses: that their real enemies
were nct the workers of other countries, but their own
bosses: he organized tremendous demonstrations and
meetings in protest against the war.

For his fight against the war the capitalist courts
sent Comrade Ruthenberg to prison. At his trial he
showed the American workers how a real -evolutionist
Cehaves before capitalist Judges.

When the Russian revolution broke out and the

AD!

On Wednesday, March 2, 1927, the Amer-
ican revciutionary movement and the entire
American working class, including the work-
ingclass children, lost its best leader. Com-
rade C. E. Ruthenberg, general secretary of
the Workers (Communist) Party, died of ap- -
pendicitis at the American Hospital.

Comrade Ruthenberg was, until his last
iliness, strong and healthy and hardly ever
sick. But his hard work in the Party broke
down his health. .For several weeks before he
died he felt that he was sick but he was so
busy in his work that he paid no attention to
his condition of health. Finally Saturday he
grew so bad that he had to admit to himself
that he was sick; yet he came down to the
office and attended to his work. He grew
rapidly worse and was taken to the hospital
for an operation on Sunday. For a time it
seemed he was improving. Early Wednesday
morning, however, the tragic news came—
Comrade Ruthneberg was dead!

" Russian workeers and farmers organized their own . . .
,\\{ Workers' Soviet Government, Comrade Ruthenberg came Comrade Ruthenberg gave his entire life
out strongly and enthus:astically in support of our Rus- :
i s:n comrades. This time, too, the Right Wing Social- to the cause Of the WOfklng class. Hev better

1sts showed that they were traitors—they were against
the Russian workers, at first hiddenly and then openly.

In 1919 it became clear to all real revolutionists that
the Socialist Party could no longer hold the revolution-
ary and working class Left Wing together with the
Right Wing. The membership was overwhelmingly Left
Wing but the officials were Right Wingers and the

- officials veed their power 1o expell and break up every

Party organization that was horestly revolutionary. It

became clear that the real revolutionists must organize

their own Party, a real Communist Party. Comrade

t Ruthenberg was the leader in this work and, in 1919,

when the Communist Party was organized he was made

its first secretary. This leadership he kept until the mo-
ment of his death.

For his work .n forming the Communist Party Com-
rade Ruthenberg was again arrested and sent to prison.
Again he showed the courage and heroism that are an
example for every revolutionist.

The next few years Comrade Ruthenberg spent in

than anybody else, carried out to the letter
our Pioneer Pledge: ONE AIM THRUOUT
OUR LIVES—FREEDOM FOR THE WORK-
ING CLASS!

hard work in making the Communist Party the real
leader and fighter for the workers. In 1922 he was again
arrested because he attended a convention of the Com-
munist Party. Again he stirred up the entire working
class with his revolutionary behavior in court.

Comrade Ruthenberg gave up his entire life, every
ounce of his energy to the workingclass, to the revolu-
tionary movement. He carried out better than any one
of us, our glorious Pioneer Pledge: ONE AIM THRUOUT
OUR LIVES—FREEDOM FOR THE WORKING CLASS!

When he was about to die and knew that he would
soon be no more, Comrade Ruthenberg gave his Last
Message for us: CLOSE YOUR RANKS! WE WILL
tCantinued i last columno WIN! FIGHT ON!

ioneers! Workers’ Children!
Remember Ruthenberg’s Words to You!

Thousands of workers' and farmers’ He  always  fought with all his
children of this country have heard fmight for

1 workers' cause. In
ind seen Comrade Ruthenberg. Allfhe old Socialist Party he was a lead-

Pioneers and all wide-awake workers'fer of that party which was fighting
hiidren know of this great leader of [for the workers—the Left Wing. To
he  American  revolutionary  move-fyou, Pioneers and workers' children.
ment. Comrade Ruthenberg says: Keep up
He is dead the fight in the cause of the work-
What does Comrade Ruthneberg'sfRing class.
life and death mean to us, Pioneers Wihen war broke out and American
and waorkers” children?  What Jessons fworkers were being sent 1o kill Ger-
e o Daia from his life and sirnz-fman workers for the benefit of the
” bosses, Comrade Ruthenberg became
Comrade ¢ F. Ruthenberg was thefthe leader in the fight against the
zreaiest leader of the American revo-fwar He told the workers the truth
ntimary working class movement forfand called upon them to fight the
NUNY  Vears war and for this the bosses gent him
b sure 1o read the story of hisfro prison. To you, Pioneers and work-
life and work in another column inflers’ c¢hildren, Comrade Ruthenberg
his issue (Continued on page 2)

PIONEERS SALUTE THEIR GREAT LEADER FOR THE LAST TIME!

BOSSES’ GOVERNMENTS ATTACK THE
YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA  f br b1 £< OF CHINA AND NICARAGUA

S""fj‘ ieady! Alwavs Ready! ;s Robs Central U. S. Helps British

This letter is about the YOUNG COMRADE SUBSCRIPTION America for Wall St. Murder Chinese
CAMPAIGN that is going to start soon. .
Every Pioneer knows that one of our main jobs is to spread our American government  the tool of the fmurdered in the streets of Shanghai
propaganda and ideas among the masses of non-Pioneer children so Wall  Srreetr bankers—anybody canf(China) hy the soldiers of the im-

From the latest actions of the A ten-yvearold boy was one of those

i that we can get them to fight with us in the interests of the workers’ see the real meanine of what thel perialist general Sun Chuan Fang in
i and farmers' children. American marines are doing in Nica-Lhis attempt to put down th> big strike
" The most important way we have of spreading our ideas and ragua of Shanghai workers in  protest
F propaganda is the Young Comrade. If a child becomes a subscriber The American marines first went tofagainst the attacks of the British
l (Continued on Page 2) Nicarazua to support the fake gov-Rbankers on the Chinese people.
(Continued on page 2) (Continued on page 2)
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THE YOUNG COMRADE

COMRADE RUTHENBERG’S LAST
MESSAGE!

For sometime before his death Comrade Ruthenberg
knew he was dying. He was fully conscious until a very
short time before he died. As he realized that the end was
drawing near he gave this message to the comrades who
were with him for all the members of the Workers (Com-
munist) Party, the Young Workers (Communist) League,
and the Young Pioneers of America, as well as for all

workers and workers’ children of this country:

TELL THE COMRADES TO CLOSE THEIR RANKS,

. TO BUILD THE PARTY.

THE AMERICAN WORKERS,

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF OUR PARTY AND THE

COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL, WILL WIN.

FIGHT ON.

LET'S

Let's fight on! This was the spirit of Comrade Ruth-
enberg. This must be the spirit of all honest and wide-
awake workers' and farmers’ children in this country.
Remember Comrade Ruthenberg’s last message to YOU!

CLOSE YOUR RANKS!

Remember Comrade Ruthenberg

(Continued from page 1.)

says: There is only one war for the
American workers to fight—the war
against the American bosses and the
American government. Your enemy
is at home.

When the Socialist Party betrayed
the workers of this country and came
out as an enemy of the workers,
Comrade Ruthenberg was the leader
fn the movement to form a Com-
munist Party, a real party of the
workers. From the time the Com-
munist Party of American was formed
until the day he died (except for the
time he was in prison) Comrade
Ruthenberg was secretary of the
Communist Party. To vou, Pioneers
and workers' children, Comrade Ruth-
enberg says: Build up and support the
Party of the workers, the leader of
the workers in fighting against the
bosses, the Workers (Communist)
Party of America.

Comrade Ruthenberg always paid a
lot of attention and helped the Com-
munist movement among the Young
workers and the children. ‘Thou-
sands of voung workers and workers’
children of this country know of how

FIGHT ON!

he helped them. To you Pioneers and
workers’ children, Comrade Ruthen-
berg sayvs: Support and build up the
Young Workers (Communist) League.
Strengthen and build up the Young
Pioneers of America; the organization
and leader of the workers' and farm-
ers’ children of America.

Comrade Ruthenberg stood for all
that was best in the American labor
movement. In his death the workers
of this country suffered a loss second
only to the death of Comrade Lenin.
By strengthening our own ranks, by
doing our Pioneer duty in the strug-
gle, that is the only way we can meet
this terrible blow!

Pioneers, workers’ children! Our
great leader has fallen. Forward to
fill the breach.

Waorkers' children! Comrade Ruth-
enberg says to you: Join the Young
Pioneers of America. This is the way
you can carry on the battie in which

have fallen. .

Picneers. Comrade Ruthenberg
says to you: Remember your Pioneer
Pledge: One aim thruowt our lives
—Freedom For The Workingclass!

(Continued from page 1.)

The Success of the People's Govern-
ment.

The Chinese People’s government
(the Canton government) is advanc-
ing from one triumph to another
over the reactionary generals who
are the tools of the bankers of Eng-
land, Japan, and the United States.
As soon as these murderous war lords
are beaten then China will be freed
and the Chinese people will be able
to decide their own questions and
their own problems.

The Murder of Workers.
The armies of the Chinese peopie

are advancing on Shanghai, a Chinese |

city in the hands of the British who
hl;'e put their tool, Sun Chuan Fang,
in control of it. The workers of
Shanghai are in sympathy with the
People’s government and went on
strike against Sun Chuan Fang and
the British. Sun Chuan Fang then
ordered his soldiers to grab and mur-
der every striker they could get hold
of. Whenever the brutal soldiers

got hold of a picket they chopped |

off his head right on the spot, Over
seventy workers have been killed in
this way, Anud this is what the “civil-
jzed” British are supporting.

The American Government.

The American government makes
out it only wants peace with China
but at the same time it is sending
more and more battleships, more and
more marines to China.

Support the Chinese People.

The American workers and work-
ers’ children must support the heroic
Chinese workers and farmers in their
struggle for freedom and indepen-
dence. The enemies of the Chinese
workers are the bankers and bosses
of America who are our enemies also.
in helpingz the Chinese workers and
farmers we are fighting our own bat-
tles also.

! Nicaragua.
(Continued from page 1.)

ernment of Diaz which is hated very
{much by the Nicaraguan people. Why
idid the U. S. government do this?
fBecause Diaz was a good and willing
Iservant of Wall Street bankers wio
!would make the Nicaraguan workers
land farmers slave away for the Amer-
izan bankers. On the other hand the
American government is doing and
bas done its best to destroy the real
government of Dr. Sacasa which is
upported by the majority of the
'Nicaraguan people,

iDiu Sells Nicaragua to U. S. Bankers
|

Now it appears that Diaz, the ser-
vant of Wall Street, the *“govern-
ment” recognized by the United
States, is appealing to the United

States to take over the country 10
make it into a colony. Now we can
see the whole game; the U. S. gov-
ernment supported Diaz because it
knew Diaz would hand over the coun-
try to the American bankers to be
made into a slave colony.

That's Not AllL

But that isn’t all. 1t appears that
the American government has :n
mind to sieze all of Central America
as a colony of the United States. And
j‘hl' United States said it was fizhting
for the “rights of small nations™ in

the world war.
Our Task.
What should the American workers

and workers’ children do? Should we
be on the side of the Nicaraguan and
Central American people or on the
side of the U. S. bankers?

With the workers and farmers of
Nicaragua, of course. If we belief in
the lessons of the American revola-

tion then we must support their fight
for freedom and independence Their
fight is our fight and we must sup-
port them.

Are You Ready?

A LETTER TO PIONEERS

(Continued from page 1.)

to the Young Comrade, he receives every month for a year a big paper
that tells him the t-uth about the workers and the workers' children
and their problems and struggles, that fights against the capitalist
dope in the schools, that gives him right ideas of what's happening in
the world, that tells him who the Young Pioneers are and why he
should support and join them. Don’t you think that it's very impor-
tant that every working class child whom we can reach should be
made a subscriber to the Young Comrade? Don't you thing it's very
important Pioneer work to make as many children as possible sub-
scribers to the Young Comrade?

With March 15, there will begin a Young Comrade Subscription
Campaign that will last until May 30th. During this time the Sub
Campaign must be the most important campaign to the Pioneers,
Every ounce of energy must be thrown into it. Remember! Every
subscriber you make means that you are on the road of making a
new member and a fighter for the interests of the working class
children.

What must the Pioneers do?

1. Every Pioneer must become a subscriber to the Young Com-
rade. How can you expect other children to subscribe when you are
not a subscriber yourself?

2. Talk to your school mates about the Young Comrade. Show
them a eopy. Tell them why they should subscribe. If necessary, go
to their houses and talk to their parents so that they will give them
money to subscribe. School groups must get on the job in this work.

3. W you belong to stside children’s club, to some sports
club, dramatic society, singing society, foreign language school or
any other organization where there are working class children, then
you must try with all your might to get these children to subscribe.
Talk to them personally just as you do to your school mates. Try
to get permission to address your organization about the Young Com-
rade. Try to get the club or the school to subscribe for a bundle
of Young Comrades for all the children together. The Pioneer frac-
tions in these organizations must get busy.

4, in workers' children’s organizations where we have no com-
rades we should send a committee with credentials to speak to the
children to get them to subscribe. If you get some subscribers you
are well on the way to getting members.

5. Specially elected itt hould k: house-to-house
trips in your meighborhood, speaking to parents and children, telling
them a!ut the Ynoung Comrade and getting them to subscribe.

6. Committees of Pioneers, accompanied by Y. W. C. L. mem-
bers or party members should go to all working class organizations
in wwumm. to trade unions, co-operatives, fraternal so-
cieties, v 7' clubs, women'’s and mothers’ and parents’ clubs, and
so on—and talk to them about the Young Comrade and get, them to
Mﬁr their children. If we have any party members in these
organizitions you should talk to them ahead of time and arrange so
that they eo-operate with you.

7. Gever all meetings of the party, all demonstrations, all affairs
and so On with comrades to get subscriptions for the Young Comrade.

8. Get your parents to ask their shop mates and trade union
fellow members to subscribe to the Young Comrade for their chil-
dren. Go to party unit meetings and ask the comrades to talk to
their fellow workers in the same way,

Thess are some of the ways in which you can work.
plete instructions will be sent in a few days.

There will be prizes in this campaign—prizes such as have never
been given before.

1. Every child—Pioneer or non-Pioneer—who gets a sub will
receive a special Merit prize—probably a button.

2. Every group or section that gets 200 subecriptions will have
the right to choose one of its members for a week’s free stay in the

More com-

nearest Pionser camp.

3. Ewvery chidd—Pioneer or non-Pioneer—who gets 50 subs will
get a week's stay in the nearest Pioneer camp.

4. The District and City that makes the highest proportion of
its quota will get a—surprise! Something sent to us by the Pio-
neers of Russia, Germany, France and Mexico.

You will receive all supplies (subscription blanks) from your
Pioneer Leader. If non-Pioneer children want suppliegs they should
write to the Young Comrade and we will send it to them.
Remember! This is going to be the MOST IMPORTANT work in the
next few weeks. Get into it with all your might.

Take this communication up for discussion in your group. Dis-
cuss the question from every angle and outline your plan of work,

Every school unit or group should immediately elect a Campaign
Director and should send hig name in to us. This is very important.

Every section (in the cities where there are section organiza-
tions) should elect a Campaign Director and send his name in to
us also.

Every City and District Committee should elect a Caropaign Sub-
Commitiee and a Campaign Director and send their names to us.

This will give us a machinery with which we can start working.
You must not delay in sending us the names as this is very important.

All ready now for the BIG YOUNG COMRADE CAMPAIGN!

Always Ready!
With Pioneer Greetings,

YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA

Central Bureau.

March, 1927
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THE YOUNG COMRADE

Page Three

Pioneers! Prepare for
Rathenberg Memorial!

The death of Comrade C. E. Ruth-
enbherg, general secretary of the Work-
ers (Communist) Party, has robbed
the American workingclass, and also
the American working class children,
of its greatest leader. Never since
the death af Lenin have the Ameri-
car  workers suffered such a loss.
The« Pioneers know that this blow
thu' the American workers and farm-
ers have suffered can only be made
good by renewed determination of all
wideawake and militant workers to
carry on the fight against capitalism.

For us Pioneers this means that
we must ourselves learn and teach
to all workers' and farmers' ihildren
the ideas for which Comrade Ruth-
enberg fought and died. It means
tha we must push forward our
struggle in school and out and win
ever new masses of workers’ chil-
dren for our cause.

1. Every group or other unit must
imimnediately arrange discussion meet-
ings on the basis of the material in
this issue of the Young Comrade.

2 ‘The distribution of this issue of

the Young Comrade must be made a |

RECORD DISTRIBUTION. We must
tell thousands of children what Com-
rade Ruthenberg fought and died for
and the lessons of his career.
Every city organization of the
Pioneers must immediately make
preparations for special children’s
memorial meetings under the aus-
pices of the Young Pioneers. These
meetings may be either on a section
or a city scale,
Complete instructioms

have been

OUR PLEDGE

BY TILLIE LURYE, Chicago
Pioneer.

Comrade C, E. Ruthenberg, our
great leader, died Wednesday,
March 2, 1927. Comrade Ruthen-
berg was a fighter for the work-
ing class, a leader like Lenin. Com-
rade Ruthenberg gave his whole
.life and strength to the struggle of
the working class.

At our District Pioneer conven-
tion held a few months ago Com-
rade Ruthenberg spoke and greeted
us. He said that the Pioneers are
the future forces of t.. revolu-
tionary army.. He said that we
Pioneers would take the place of
the comrades of today who fall in
the struggle.

Now that Comrade Ruthenberg
has died, we have lost a great and
loved leader. Not only is it a
loss of the older workers but it is
a loss of every Pioneer, every
working class child. All of us have
lost a great leader and a fellow-
fighter.

Together, shoulder to shoulder,
we Pioneers must make up the
best we can for the loss of Com-
rade Ruthenberg. Let us pledge
ourselves to carry on the work
Comrade Ruthenberg wanted us to
do. We, Pioneers, must stand
ALWAYS READY IN THE CAUSE

OF THE WORKING CLASS! !

Get

sent to all Pioneer Committees.

to work immediately.
Pioneers! In the cause of the work-

ing class, stand ready.

{ Central Buro, Young Pioneers

of America.

THE QUESTION BOX

J. M.. of Philadelphia, Pa., asks:
“|f the unions are workers' organiza-
tions so why do the Communists in
the unions fight against the leaders
of the union, like in the miners’ un-

“fon?”
Can You Answer This Question?

| Helen Luoma of Squilax, B. C., Can-
Ada, writes: “I would like to know the
reason why the people get the idea
lof God?

| CAN YOU ANSWER THIS ONE?

WHO IS THIS?

He was born more than a hundred
vears ago in Germany.

At an early age he became a revo-
lutionist and had
to leave Ger
many. He was
driven from one
country to anoth-
cr until he set-
tled in England.

He took part in
the working class
revolutionary
movement and
soon took a lead-

ing part

He became a leader in the League
of the Communists which issued the

in it

“Communist Manifesto” in 1847.

He worked out the principles of the
struggle of the workers for freedom
and showed the workers what they
were fghting for and how they must

fight
He organized the International
Workingmen's Association to unite

the struggles of the workers of all
countries against the capitalists.
He wrote a great book on econo-
mics—"Capital.”

He became the great leader of the
working class struggle. He was one
f the founders of Communism.

Who is it? Do yvou know? Send in
your answers to Young Comrade, 1112
W. Washington Blvd., Chicago, Ill.

Start Ruthenberg
Corners!

Start Ruthenberg Red Corners
in vour headquarters.

All Pioneer sections, groups,
school units and other Pioneer or-
ganizations: Get to work immedi-
ately on this.

Children who belong to any work-
ers’ organization, workers’' Sunday
schools, singing societies, and so
on: This is your job too.. Comrade

Ruthenberg Sto
Contest! i

What do YOU know of the life
and work of Comrade Ruthenberg?

In his whole career of unending
struggle, Comrade Ruthenberg was
the example and symbol of the spirit
of undying revolutionary courage and
activity. His last words were: “Let’s
ight on!”

The Young Comrlde is starting a
Ruthenberg Story Contest. Every
Pioneer, every reader of the Youug
Comrade, can enter, Write a short
story, (no more than 300 words) or
article, or poem, or else make n pic-
ture about the life and work of Com-
rade Ruthenberg. Send it in to the
Young Comrade. You have up to
April 15 to do it in. April 15 is the
last day of the contest.

The three best stories will be print-
ed in the Young Comrade. The writ-
er of the best story will receive a
splendid picture of Comrade Ruthen-
berg as a prize.

On the job!

American workers, and of the Amer-
ican working class children, Your

leader, too! You too start a Ruth-
enberg Red <Corner in your club
rooms.

All  Pioneer organizations will
get special dinstructions on Ruthen-
berg Red Corners in a few days.

Any workers’ children's organiza-
tion can get the same instructions
free of charge, by writing in to
the Young Pioneers of America,
1113 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago,
Ilinois.

Get on the job.

All answers to puzzies as well
as most special features of the
Young Comrade have been omitted
because of the fact that this is
the Special Ruthenberg Memorial
Issue. In the April issue of the
Young Comrade everything will be
back as before.

Ruthenberg was the leader of the

l The Paris Commune--The First Workers Government

AVE vou ever heard of the Paris

Commune ? Surely vou must
have! Do you know why we cele-
brate it? It was the first time in the
history of the world that the workers
took over the government and estab-
lished a Workers' Republic.

The National Guard.

In 1870 a war took place between
Germany and France. France was
defeated by the Germans in that war
and the French emperor, Napoleon
1, was captured. As a result Na-
poleon was overthrown and the peo-
ple wanted to found a republic. With
the help of the German army another
government was set up which stood
for the rich and oppressed the pooT
people. Paris, the capital of France,
determined to protect itself against
the Germans and so they organized
the nationa! guard. This consisted
mostly of factory workers and peo-
ple from the small work shops.

Thiers Tries to Disarm the Paris
Workers.
The Germans dared not atiack

Paris because the city was well pro-
tected by these Parisian workers. Bu:
the Germans were not the only ones
to whom the national guard was u
menace. The capitalist government
which had been set up upon the fall
of Napoleon was also very much
afraid of the armed workers. Sr:
Thiers, who was the head of the capi-
talist government decided to send
some soldiers to Paris to steal the
cannons and guns from the national
guard and so disarm the Paris work-
ers. But the workers were on the

watch and Thiers’ object was defeat-
ed. Many of the soldiers went over
to the side of the people. The Paris
workers now decided that they mus®
have their own government in orde:
to protect themselves from the cap-
talists. For the time being the cen-
tral committee of the national guard
held power.

On the 1Sth of March, the central
committee issued a manifesto laying
down the rules for the new govern-
ment of the workers which was call-
ed the “Commune.”

The Commune—A Workers’ Govern-
ment.

1t was the first real workers' gov-
ernment in history. Every law was
made in the interest of the workers
This was natural since the govern-
ment was elected by the workers, was
made up of workers, and could afways
be recalled by the workers. Thiers
and his government were at Versail-
les. They made arrangements witi
the germans to give them back the
captured French soldiers so that they
could be used against the Paris Com-
mune. Then these soldiers and as
many thieves and murderers as could
be gathered were sent against Paris.

The Struggle of the Commune.

The struggle of the <Communards
was a bitter one. Their sacrifices
were endless. It would be impossible
to tell of the heroism of the fighters
for the Commune, Among the mos®
heroic of these were the working class
women and children.

The Commune Falis.

But the power of the capitalist was
overwhelming and the Commune fell.
Never did anvone fight against odds

s0 heroically. The Commune lasted
only two months, but it defended it-
self to its last breath. The Commune
was not defeated; it was drowned in
the blood of its heroic defenders.

The Revenge of the Bloodthirsty

Bosses.

Ferocious was the revenge of the
blood thirsty victors. After their “vic-
tory” the Versaillese (the capitalists)
slaughtered over 40,000 people with
their cannon and machine guns. The
captured workers were taken to the
barrack yards, were lined up against
the wall in front of cannon and were
blown to pieces. Everywhere in Paria
there were piles of bodies, of brave
men and women, some still alive and
groaning.

Nor were children spared. Her2
is what one report says: *I saw (it
was Sunday, May 28, about 2 p. m.)
six children removed by four police-
men from the house where the court
martial was sitting. The oldest chi'd
was about twelve and the yqungest
was about six, Away with them. Away
with them! shouted the mob. ‘They
will grow up into revolutionaries."”

They were “done away with.” “Ele-
gant ladies poked out the eyes of the
wounded Communards with their silk

parasols.”
“pPire!” The machine guns rang
out. And in this way thousands were

“done away with.”

The cowardly rich were taking their
revenge on the defenseless peopie
now that they. were no longer afraid
of them. For days and days the river
Seine ran red with blood streaming
from the dozens of barracks and other

places of butchery.

Twenty-five thousand workers men,
women, and children, were merciless-
ly slaughtered. The fine ladies and
gentlemen who had crept away in a
corner when the Commune was in
power, now came out “bravely” on
the streets and kicked the bodies of
the dying proletarians or spi* into
their faces.

Soviet Russia—the Commune

The Commune was not drowned for
all time in the blood prepared by tne
French bosses. Because the spirit ot
the Commune is the spirit of the
workers’ struggle. The fall of the
Commune was only a temporary de-
feat for the working class. The work-
ers went forward fighting until in Oec-
tober, 1917, our Russian comrades
again set up a Commune that was not
of one city nor of a few months,
but that takes in millions of workers
and peasants and that is now march-
ing triumphantly into the ninth year.
Soviet Russia—the Great Commune
of today—has carried forward to tri-
umph the fight for which the Com-
munards of 1871 died so gloriously!

The Paris Commune is one of the
most glorious and splendid pages in
the history of the working class
struggle for freedom. The story of its
rise, glorious struggle, and terribls
fall is a heroic inspiration for us
proletarian children.

EVERLASTING HONOR TO THE
GLORIOUS PARIS COMMUNE!

LONG LIVE THE SOVIET UNION
—THE COMMUNE OF MILLIONS
OF TOILERS!

Get to Work on the Children’s
Ruthenberg Memorial Meetings!

Aot
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WHY THE SCHOOL STRUGGLE |

EVERY Pioneer knows about the class struggle of the workers against

the bosses.
those who stand with them.

The enemy of the working class is the boss class and all
It is against the Zapitalists that the workers

fight whenever they want higher wages, shorter hours, better conditions,

as in strikes, or when they want to

in revolutions. And because the government (except

get free of the bosses altogether, as
in Russia) is the

bosses’ tool and fights against the workers, therefore the workers have @2
fight against the government with the aim of setting up a workers' gov-

ernment.
the capitalist class.
Our Struggle.

What about us, the working class
children who go to school? Have we
any part in this big battle or are we
outside of it all? First of all, of course.
being children of workers we naturally
stand with the workers and help and
support the workers in their fight
u-ainst the bosses. But besides this,
. ¢ have our own fight against the
bosses and that fight is right in the
sehools.

Against the Capitalist Poison in the
Schools.

The schools are owned and run by
the government, that is, by the boss-
es. What for? To win away the work-
ing class children from the working
class, to make the workers’ children
favor the bosses! They want to maks
us believe that the American govern-
ment (a government of the bosses)
is the best government of the worid.
that the workers should go out and
fight in war (when the war is really
to make more profits for the bosses),
that real fighting laber unions are un-
American, that only bad workers
strike, that it is wicked for the work
ers to fight for their rights, that th2
Bolsheviks are murderers and thieves,
and all kinds of things like that. They

There is a big battle going on between the working class and

want to make us into enemies of the
workers and friends of the bosses,

If we want to stick by the working
class we've got to fight against these
lies in the school. We know they are
lies and we know why these lies ars
said. But most of the workingclass
children don’t know this and they be-
lieve all this anti-labor poison. It's
our business to fight against the capi-
talist lies and show the children the
truth and also show them why all
these lies are spread. Fight against
the anti-labor capitalist poison in the
school. This is the first part of the
school struggle.

Better School Conditions for Workers'
Children.

Another question is school condi-
tions. All of us know that the poorer
the section of the city the worse the
schools are. We know that the rich
children go to fine private schocls anc
even if they go to public schools these
public schools are nothing liRe the
public schools to which we *have to
go. Our schools are overcrowded.
There are all kinds of crazy shifts.
There is often poor heating and light-
ing and ventilation. The toilets are
dirty and unhealthy and things like

that. And all the time the rich people
who don’t work at all have the best
conditions for their children while the
poor workers, who produce everything.
have to send their children to school
under the worst conditions. We want:
Better school conditions for workers’
children. That's the second part of
the school struggle.

Bring the School Children into the |

Struggle.

Then, a third thing. Every Pioneer
knows that our chief purpose is to
mobilize and organize the working
class children in our struggles. But
where can we reach the workers’ chil-
dren better than in the schools? Sup-
pose we are at work on a campaign in
support of the Passaic strikers (like
our Meal Ticket Campaign last year).
We want to draw the working class
children into this campaign. There-
fore, we bring this campaign into our

;school work: we talk to our school

mates, we distribute leaflets and the
Young Comrade, we make and distri-
bute school papers with articles on the
campaign in it, we paste up stickers,
we chalk slogans, we ask questions in
class, and so on. This is the third
art of the school struggle: Draw the
school children into struggle in the in-
terests of the workers and the work-
ers’ children!

These are the main points about the
‘why” of the school struggle. Every
Pioneer should study these points
carefully and discuss them in the nu-
clei and groups.

Next month we are going to tak2
up the question of the teacher. *“The
Teacher and the School Struggle"—
that’s our next subject.

CHILDREN FIGHT
TYRANT TEACHER

(By Our Special Correspondent.)

Because the discipline of their
teacher. Miss Marks, was entirely 100
striet for children who didn’t want
to be treated like slaves, the pupils
of a district school at Davis, Pa., re-
volted violently and nearly wrecked
the building. The chimney was torn
down, the desks were smashed, ani
the windows broken.

Some of the boys were arrested but
the parents stood solidly behind them
and so the charges were dropped.

The protest was so strong that Miss
Marks resigned and left the school.

TEACHER ATTACKS
WORKERS SCHOOLS

BY MAYME FORSTY, Frederick, S. D.

I am going 1o Workers’ Sunday
School and I like it just fine. 1 was
appointed to write to the Young Com-
rade once a month. I go to the pudb-
lic school too. 1 spoke to my public
school teacher about the Workers'
Sunday School and she said that she
thinks it is no use going to the work-
ers’ school. 1 think I learn lots of
things there that | never learn in pub-
lic school.

In our Workers' Sunda¥ School we
studied about the Ishpeming coal mina
strike and also about Lenin.

‘Subscribe
to the
Young Comrade!

Teacher Tries to Ban
the Young Comrade

BY SIRKKA LENSON. Wentworth,
Wisconsin,

Last year as 1 was in the seventh
grade and we had a very religious
teacher named Miss Walker and she
used to read the bible to us for about

a month. One morning 1 went to the

store and 1 got the Young Comrade
and 1 took it to school and started to
read it after 1 got thru with my work.
Teacher came around and says:
“Qirkka, what have you got there in
vour arithmetic book.” I showed her
the paper. Then she said: “What pa-
per is that?” Then she took it away
from me. After school she said: “You
may have it back again but never,
never bring another copy of this pa-
per into school.” 1 said 1 would. So
she said very mad at me: “You
runt.” That didn't put her in good
with me or with the other children.

Mussolini.

IRVING GARBATY,
City.

My teacher thinks Mussolini is a
great man. She - says: “Mussolini
doesn’t let the workers strike and
waste a lot of time. He makes the
people eat potatoes.” So I got up
and sajdd: “But Mussolini and the
rich men dom’t eat potatoes. They
eat better things. Onmly the workers
eat potatoes and if they try to strike
to get better things they are shot

BY New York

down.” That made her quiet.

Conditions in Our
School.

BY R. G, New York.

The conditions in our school are so
bad that when a play or something
is given in school, the children who
do not go to it have to go to the gym-
nasium. The teacher in charge treats
the children very badly.

The last time instead of a play we
had a chalk artist making pictures.
About 75 children did not go to the
fourth period. The teacher thought
she is the boss and hit a boy. The
boy was still smarter, sc he made
her cry by hitting her in the nose.
When she was crying another teacher
came in, but the boy did not make
that teacher cry.

Near the end of the period the prin-
cipal came in. The teacher whom the
boy made cry told the principal every-
thing. He called the boy over and
slapped him in the facé and said:
“Why don’t you hit me now?”

He took the boy to the office and
the boy had to stay there; he missed
all his work and many tests.

%Demand Better Condi-
| tions in N. Y. Schools

i By a Young Comrade Correspondent.

The conditions in the New York
| high schools are rapidly growing from
| bad to worse. An outstanding example
{of this fact are the conditions in the
| Thomas Jefferson high school and es-
| pecially the corditions in Public
{School 63. They are supposed to be
| schools, but in reality they are noth-
ing but two-family frame houses.
{ There is no hallway throngh which to
|go from one class to another. At
| change of classes the students have
|to go through every room on the
|floor in getting to the room they
| want. The cellar where the children
are forced to take physical training
! where the health 1s supposed to be
| improved, is really serving in the op-
| posite way—it is a detriment to our
| health. The pipes are hanging so low
| over our heads that we have to bend
| down when walking across the floor.
| There are only four windows in the
entire cellar.

The school is generally overcrowd-
ed; in most of the classes three stu-
denis sit on two seats. There are
only three exits for 1,000 pupils and
in case of a fire there is a very slim
chance for anybody to get out.

One day in February, towards the
last of the month, leaflets were dis-
tributed in the school and the stu-
dents were determined to go out on
strike because they realized their con-
ditions. The slogans uder which the
students will rally:

A seat for every pupil in the school.

Proper ventilation.

Sanitary conditions.

More schools and less firetraps.

Our Teacher.

BY ANTTI HANNULA. Pearson,
Wash,

1 guess our teacher is just as big a
hunk of cheese as any of them. One
morning while we were having civics
he asked who was the head of the
American Federation of Labor in 1914
and we told him it was Gompers.
Then some one asked him who was
the head of the A. F. of L. now and
he said Gompers was. But I tolé him
it was Green and he then tried to
excuse himself because he was ignor-
ant on labor matters

Our teacher appoints monitors
whom we call sissies. These moni-
tors are like spies and if they report
vou, if they put your name on a piece
of paper, then you have to stay in
late. One lady came to school and
said that if he couldn’t run the school
to get some one else to rum it for
him. We also protested. He hasn't
had them for quite a while now.

He only picks on the small boys
because he is afraid of the big ones.
He tried to give me a shaking once
but he didn't quite succeed. He al-
ways takes the bosses’ side when we
talk about Nicaraguu or foreign coun-
try nmatters.

RELIGION IN OUR SCHOOL.

BY LENA ROKOLA, Hurley, Wis.

One day in our school we were read-
ing about God. Some of us girls who
know it's all bunk, laughed. Tha
teacher stopped and said it was net
nice to laugh about God or we sin
She said we should be serious about
God. Our teacher is very religions

but the girls are on our side.

BY SADIE VIIKINEN, Angora, Minn.

We have a very religious teacher.
Every day she talks about God. One
day she asked us about who was
baptized. I stood up and said I wasn't.
The teacher looked very angry and
said that those who aren’t baptized
have a mortal sin left in their souls
a~d they are animals. We all think
she's crazy and most children don’t

agree with her at all g i
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