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Shoe Union
Maps Drive

51,000 Are Already Under
Closed Shop Pacts,
Hapgood States

BOSTON (UNS)—Shoe Work-
ers now under closed shop con-
tracts number 51,000, Powers Hap-
good, newly appointed executive
director of the United Shoe Work-
ers of America announced, as he
revealed plans to extend the drive
in the shoe industry into Pennsyl-
vania and Missouri shoe centers
and Chicago, Il

On March 16 of this year, when
the United Shoe and Leather
Workers Union and the Shoe
Workers Protective Association
merged to form the C.I.O. United
Shoe Workers of America, the
membership totaled 16,000. An ad-
ditional 10,000 were brought into
the fold early in August when em-
ployes of 79 New York shoe plants
voted in a landslide election, to
join the C.I.O. and leave the A. F.
of L. Boot & Shoe Union.

The other 25,000 were brought
into the union entirely by the
activities of the C.I.O. Shoe Work-
ers Organizing Committee. In ad-
dition to the 51,000 for whom con-
tracts have been signed, 10,000
more are organized and contracts
are being negotiated for them.

The United Shoe Workers signed
no contract which did not include
the closed shop. The union does
all the hiring for the companies
employing its 51,000 members. A
general wage increase of 15 per
cent was won for the shoe workers,
while readjustments in piece work
prices have resulted in increases as
high as 45 per cent.

200,000 Shoe Workers in U. S.
Hapgood has delegated John D.
Nolan, who was jailed in Maine
for union activities, along with
Hapgood and others, to open the
drive in Pennsylvania. Hapgoecd
already has launched the campaign
in Missouri towns and soon will
open it in Chicago.

There are about 200,000 shoe
workers in the country. Of these
16,000 are still in the Boot & Shoe
Union.

The contracts written by the
United Shoe Workers also include
the provision that no work shall be
done on material brought into the
factory from a struck shop. It is
no violation of agreement, there-
fore, Hapgood explained, if the

‘workers refuse to handle materials

from a shop where a strike or lock-
out exists.

The strike at the Lenox Shoe
Company in Freeport, Me., is stiil
strong.

OLIVER PLANS TRIP
TO BUILD L.N.-P.L.

Trips to all parts of the country
to lay the groundwork for more in-
tensive activity of Labor’s Non-
Partisan League and to establish
relations with progressive unions
and organized farmers are plan-
ned by E. L. Oliver, the League’s
Executive Vice-President, after the
adjournment of Congress.

Carrying out the League’s policy
of securing membership of all bona-
fide labor unions and organizations
of farmers, the Executive Vice-
President will talk with labor and
farm union leaders seeking af-
filiation with Labor’s Non-Partisan
League in order to forward pro-
grams of independent political
action.
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Labor Day Greetings

from JOHN L. LEWIS

ABOR DAY belongs to the workers of the
United States. This year we have more
reason than ever before to celebrate it fittingly.
The spirit of enthusiasm for organization which
caused the establishment of this holiday has
manifested itself more powerfully during the last
year than it has ever done duaring all the long
years of American labor history. The meaning
of Labor Day is enhanced by the tremendous
strides which labor has taken in its forward pro-
gress.

The Committee for Industrial Organization and
its affiliated unions now have more than three
million members. Almost two million of these
members have enlisted in our ranks during the
last twelve months. Inestimable progress has been
made in the establishment of unions in the mass
production industries and among white collar
workers, such as government workers and office
and professional workers. In addition, those al-
ready-established unions which formed part of
the Committee for Industrial Organization at its
inception have made substantial gains. The Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization has established
regional offices in almost every state and it has
also established a number of local industrial union
councils.

During the year which will elapse before next
Labor Day, the Committee for Industrial Organ-
ization will add more millions of members to its
rolls. Nothing can stand against the desire of
the workers of this nation to unite inte strong,
well-disciplined and articulate unions for the pur-
pose of improving their environment and their
conditions of life. Moreover, we shall consolidate
our gains. We intend to render our unions im-
pregnable against attack so far as it is humanly
possible.

It is the duty of every American worker to
join the legitimate union of his own choice. It is
an obligation which he owes not only to himself
but to his fellow workers and to his children. The
union can not only protect him among the vicis-
situdes and hardships of his life but it can make
him articulate, so that he may participate in the
government of his nation. It is incumbent upon
us to preserve for our children, the inheritors of
our traditions, our democratic institutions which
are beyond price.

———

Jrom HOMER MARTIN

MERICAN mass-production workers
celebrate Labor Day this year in a different
mood from a year ago or any previous year. In
other yvears, Labor Day was at most a day of
far-off hope, of unrealized expectation, of dreams
for the future.

wil

This year they celebrate accomplishments that
would seem miraculous had they not happened
day by day before everybody’s eyes. We, of the
United Automobile Workers of America, see
practically an entire major industry converted
from the open shop to union organization. Only
Ford remains to be conquered and part of his
medieval feudal domain is already under union
influence, while the rest will be modernized be-
fore many more months.

The mass-production workers of America, in-
cluding the automobile workers, have seen their
wages raised by more than a billion dollars a
year. This means better economic balance for
consumption versus production, greater purchas-
ing power by the people, more income, more
security, more life for more Americans. Working
conditions have been improved, and the improve-
ments have made industry more responsible for
the life and limb of those who toil. American
workers will live and toil more safely, more
securely and more happily because of the presence
and the power and the meaning of the United
Automobile Workers of America and the Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization.

This new, powerful, vigorous labor movement,
constituted by the Committee for Industrial Or-
ganization, recognizes the need for real industrial
democracy as a force for the preservation and
furtherance of democratic principles and pro-
cedures. This is the way out.

Labor must be organized, intelligent, articulate,
to take its place as a primary force in the demo-
cratic solution of the economic, social and poli-
tical problems of this country.

In the coming year, we wiil consolidate our
gains; we will press on toward the complete or-
ganization of the workers of the nation; thus we
will do our part to establish justice, promote the
general welfare and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

—————

“I

Industrial Decentralization and the

Menace of Fascism

By LYMAN FRASER

HE problem of runaway shops
is an old one in the needle
trades. But it has there never been
rationalized into a nobly progres-
sive act, the employers crudely ad-
mitting that it may mean more
money in the bank. Not so with the
magnates of the automobile indus-
try, who have been threatening and
are still threatening to ‘‘decen-
tralize” their plants to escape from
the labor unions. (When they must
resort to “escapism,” it means that
labor is moving toward power.)
Unlike the crude employers in the
needle trades, the automobile
magnates justify their escapism by
the theory of decentralization,
which, according to W. J. Cameron
of the Ford Motor Company, is
“just one of the steps in social ad-
vancement which industry has un-
dertaken of its own initiative; the
idea did not come from any labor
leader, from any politician, from
any reformer; it came from within
industry itself—industry thinking

up on its own problems.”

But the regional decentralization
of industry is an old story. Marx
long ago urged decentralization,
the combination of industry and
agriculture and the abolition of
distinctions between town and
country. Reformers have since
played with the idea, without un-
derstanding its social implications,
without understanding that it can
be realized only in the planned eco-
nomy of a socialist society.

Nor is industry today decentral-
izing. When a shop in the needle
trades runs away from the union,
it is escapism and not decentral-
ization. That is also largely true
of the automobile industry. The
decentralization of industry is a
fruitful concept, but it is com-
pletely distorted by the petty
profit motives of migrant employ-
ers.

One of the major social-economic
disproportions of capitalism is the
geographical centralization of in-
dustry and the consequent split be-
tween agriculture and industry.
One result is the exploitation of

agriculture within the general ex-
ploiting relations of capitalist pro-
duction; that finds its final expres-
sion in imperialism, which forces
colonial countries to develop a lop-
sided economy producing a few
agricultural products (or raw
materials) for export. Another re-
sult is the uneven development of a
country that creates a whole crop
of evils, among them the unequal
regional distribution of income and
unequal standards of living, with
many regions (e.g. the South) con-
demned to economic and social
backwardness. A third result is the
existence of monstrously over-
grown cities, deprived of all vivi-
fying contacts with nature, along-
side of dreary industrial towns and
rural areas deprived of vivifying
contacts with city life.

The technical-economic reason
for geographical centralization of
industry was its dependence on
steam power; which made it profit-
able to locate plants near the
regions of coal supply. Dependence

_ (Continued on Page 3)
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NLRB Bars —
AFL Pact

Overrules Court; Orders
Plant Elections On
CIO0 Complaint

A decision was handed down last
week by the National Labor Rela-
tions Board that is likely to con-
stitute an important landmark in
the development of labor law in
the United States. Passing on a
case brought before it by the Unit-
ed Radio and Electrical Workers
of America, a C.I.O. union, the
board decided to order an election
among the 1,600 workers at the
National Electric Products Cor-
poration plant at Ambridge, Pa.,
in order to determine collective
bargaining representatives. This
action was taken by the board
despite the fact that that the
Federal District Court of Pitts-
burgh had not long before upheld
a closed-shop agreement between
the company and the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
an A. F. of L. organization. In ef-
fect, therefore, the N.L.R.B. direct-
ly overruled the decree of the
federal court.

Some time ago, the C.I.O. union
began an organization campaign at
the Ambridge plant which met
with the bitter resistance of the
management. The latter soon came
into contact with the A. F. of L.
brotherhood and concluded what
amounted virtually to a company
union agreement with it, altho it
represented very few workers in
the plant—obviously in order to
head off the C.I.O. The United
Electrical Workers denounced the
agreement as a trick of the em-
ployers, whereupon the A. F. of L.
union went into the district court
and obtained an order upholding it,
including the so-called “closed
shop” feature. The C.I.O. then ap-
pealed to the N.L.R.B. which, after
an, inquiry of several weeks, hand-
ed down its ruling declaring in-
valid the alleged agreement and
ordering an election. The company
—the board concluded—had violat-
ed the Wagner Act “by encourag-
ing membership in the . .. (A. F.
of L.) brotherhood . . . and by re-
cognizing it as the representative
of the employees at a time when
the company knew that the brother-
hood did not represent a free choice
of a majority of its employees.”
The plant elections are to take
within place fifteen days.

The decision of the board is sig-
nificant, in the first place, because
it draws attention to the increas-
ingly common practise of certain
A. F. of L. organizations to offer
their services to the employers as
company unions in order to fore-
stall the C.I.O. In ordering that the
workers themselves decide who
should represent them in such
cases, the board has taken a wel-
come step in making impossible
such trickery on the part of the
employers and the A. F. of L. of-
ficials.

The decision is important from
another angle, since it shows the
determination of the N.L.R.B. not
to allow its proper activities to be
hampered and frustrated by the re-
actionary lower courts which are
ready, upon every occasion, to is-
sue arbitrary injunctions at the
behest of the employers. In this
connection, it should be noted that
the N.L.R.B. recently came into
conflict with the courts in another
field when it certified the C.I.O..
shoe union as the sole agency of

(Continued on Page 3)
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THE AUTO WORKERS
CONVENTION

HE second convention of the United Automobile
' Workers Union, held recently at Milwaukee,
was an event of vast significance for the American
labor movement.

The U.A.W. came to the convention a gigantic or-
ganization of nearly 400,000 workers in the most
mechanized of modern mass-production industries,
an organization embracing the best and most re-
presentative c¢'ements of the American worlging
class. It core to the convention in the full tide of
power, with an unbroken record of victory, achieved
under the leadership of President Martin, with col-
Jective agreements binding every concern engaged
in automobl: manufacturing in the United States
except Ford. It came to the convention as the banner
organization among the new C.I.O. unions, proud of
its loya'ty to the C.LO. and keenly appreciative of
what the C.1.O. had done for the automobile work-
ers. It came to the convention as the embodiment of
the new promise of the trade union movement.

But it came to the convention, also, with grave
problems. The union had grown eight-fold in one
year; in its ranks were scores of thousands of young
men, eager, militant, loyal—but with little of the
accumulated experience of decades of labor organ-
ization. The main task facing the assembled delegates
was obviously stabilization—stabilization in union
stracture and functioning, stabilization in responsi-
bility, stabi'ization in leadership. This program of
stabilization became the watchword of the progres-
sive forces in the U.A.W., headed by Martin and
Frankensteen. In the path of union advance stood a
clique dominated by a handful of members of the
communist and socialist parties, who hoped to ac-
complish their narrow factional ends by playing
upon the backwardness and prejudices inevitable in
so new and rapidly growing an organization.
Operating under the guise of a “unity” group, they
sponsored a plan of decentralization and self-
paralysis for the union that, significantly enough,
won the warm editorial approval of the New York
Herald-Tribune (August 26, 1937); they championed
a “local autonomy” that meant little more than just-
ification for irresponsibility and wild-cat strikes;
they strove to overthrow the leadership under which
the union had weathered its first storms and had
made such remarkable headway. If the U.A.W. was
to measure up to the vast problems facing it, it had
to remove this obstacle from its path.

The convention acquitted itself splendidly of its
tasks. The constructive program of the progressives
—summed up in the words: organization, stability,
responsibility—met with the overwhelming support
of the delegates. The tested leadership of the union,
from general officers to shop stewards, was immense-
ly strengthened by the demonstration of confidence
at Milwaukee. The fact that the progressive forces
in the U.A.W, headed by Martin, Frankensteen and
Thomas, emerged from the convention with a
decisive two-to-one majority on the generail board
and with the control of seven of the eight regional
districts is in itself a substantial guarantee of sound
future development.

The whole labor movement owes a special vote of
thanks to the C.I.O. leaders, John L. Lewis and David
Dubinsky, for the close, personal cooperation they
gave in assisting the U.A.W. to meet and solve the
‘difficult problems that faced it at the convention.
Nor can we pass over the commendable role that
our own organization, the I.C.L.L., played, thru its
members in the auto union, in helping to consolidate
the progressive forces and strengthen their power
for constructive achievement.

The victory of the U.A.W. in the great General
Motors strike towards the beginning of the year un-
questionably stimulated a great forward movement
on the part of the C.I.O. on all fronts. We are con-
fident that the United Automobile Workers, emerg-
ifig from its second convention even more powerful
and united behind its leadership, will now—thru
the successful renewal of its agreement with G.M.
and thru a militant, effective campaign against Ford
—again give the signal for another powerful wave
of C.I.O. organizational activity that will set a new
high-water mark in American labor history.

WORKERS AGE

(At the Summer School of the Brit-
ish Independent Labor Party, the ses-
sions of which ended recently, the
present situation in Spain and France
was described by a number of special
speakers. Juana Antonino of the P.O.
U.M. and Mario Padrona of the
C.N.T., spoke on Spain while the re-
port on France was given by Weil-
Curiel, the socialist who recently de-
feated Doriot in Saint Denis. Below
we present a summary of thewr re-
marks taken from the New Leader
(London) of August 20, 1937. —The
Editor.)

* * *

IN SPAIN

UANA ANTONINO gave a de-

J tailed lecture on Spain, massed
with fact. To those who have not
followed Spanish developments
closely, the speech was a revela-
tion. It is impossible to summarise
it here, but her remarks on the
military policy of P.O.U.M. are
worth- emphasizing. They utterly
destroy the slander that the P.O.
U.M. has been indifferent to the
fight against fascism.
From the first, the P.O.U.M.
wanted an efficient and unified
command, but it wanted the mili-
tary officers to be responsible to
the workers’ organizations. It saw
the danger, otherwise, of the army
getting under the control of an of-
ficer caste, who would make it an
instrument of the bourgeoisie
rather than of the working class.
The P.0.U.M. principle was at first
adopted. A Workers Military Coun-
cil, representing all the workers
organizations, was formed to co-
ordinate the workers militia. It
worked in close co-operation with
the government. The P.O.U.M. re-
presentatives on it were the most
active in urging efficient unified
control and bold and concentrated
military action against the fascists.
If this system had been maintained,
there is no reason why it should
not have been developed to a point
of high- efficiency, with the addi-
tional value of genuine revolution-
ary enthusiasm.

Another point which should be
known is this: the P.O.U.M,, to-
gether with the C.N.T., urged from
the very beginning an offensive on
the Aragon front. They realised
that such an offensive would re-
lieve Madrid and prevent a fascist
advance on Bilbao. That offensive
did not take place only because the
Aragon army was starved of arms.
In the early months arms were not
available; when Russian arms ar-
rived, they were deliberately with-
held from the Aragon army be-
cause the communists did not want
the C.N.T. and P.0.U.M. militia to
have arms or to gain the prestige
of military success. It was the
communists who, for sectarian poli-
tical reasons, sacrificed the whole
war and opened the way for the
fall of Bilbao.

Pedrona gave two lectures—
one was on anarchist theory and
the second was an actual descrip-
tion of collectivization in operation.
He defined anarchism as libertarian
socialism as against state social-
ism. That is to say: anarchists wish
to see the workers take control of
the factories and then coordinate
the control of the different work
places thru their unjons rather
than see the initiative taken by a
burocratic state machine imposing
nationalization from above.

A good many listeners had sym-
pathy with the idea of direct work-
ers control but saw in the actual
development of things in Spain, a
proof of the anarchist error in be-
littling the power of the state.
Altho the workers took control of
industry in July, 1936, the state
machine is now being used to des-
troy their rights.

Pedrona gave a detailed account
of the collectivization of large in-
dustries like textile and engineer-
ing. The workers not only took
charge of the mills and factories

THE CLASS STRUGGLE
IN FRANCE AND SPAIN

verted them into workers trusts to
coordinate the activities of the
separate mills and factories, in-
cluding the supplies of raw ma-
terials and the distribution of the
finished articles.

Pedrona also drew a fascinating
picture of the collectives run by the
peasants and gave an absolute
denial to the assertion that collec-
tivization had been forced on un-
willing peasants by the C.N.T. This
might have occurred in one or two
isolated places but it was contrary
to the philosophy and policy of the
C.N.T. and had been stopped by it.
On the other hand the liberals and
communists had joined together to
obstruct collectivization and to de-
fend the property rights of the

richer peasants.
* * £

IN FRANC=

HE lecture by Weil-Curiel was
an historical survey of the
situation in France since 1934. He
pointed out that the communists
at first opposed a united front with
the other working class organiza-
tions. Then, in accordance with the
changed Moscow line, they came in.
In July 1934, workers unity was
moving towards a revolutionary
front; the radical party was dis-
credited and there was no thought
of common action with it.

Then came Stalin’s declaration
justifying the armed forces of im-
perialist France, followed by the
Franco-Soviet pact. This led to a
complete change in Communist
Party policy. The revolutionary
front was destroyed and the com-
munists deliberatedly aimed at the
rehabilitation of the Radical party
and its inclusion in an anti-fascist
front. In July 19385, some of the
Radical leaders attended a united
anti-fascist demonstration. The
Communist Party gave its mem-
bers instructions to cheer them
specially!

The Popular Front agreement
with the Radical party followed.
When the Socialist Party urged
that the program should include
the nationalization of banking, in-
surance and trusts, this was op-
posed by the Radicals and com-
munists in collusion. A moderate
non-socialist program was adopted.

But Weil-Curiel emphasized that
little attention was paid to the
program by the workers. They
were swept with enthusiasm for
unity; most of them did not even
know the contents of the program.
After the election victories, there
was a mass hope and militancy and
the general strike for improved
conditions broke out spontaneous-
ly.
This was the critical point. Lead-
ership could have carried on the
strike wave to the stage of revolu-
tion. The workers were ready. But,
instead, Leon Blum discouraged
militancy, urged the workers to go
back to their jobs and promised
to realize their aims by constitu-
tional methods.

Blum legalized the forty-hour
week and holidays with pay and
got the employers to agree to the
appointment of shop stewards and
to increases in pay. But these ad-
vantages are already proving tem-
porary. The employers soon began
an offensive and sabotaged the new
social legislation. Shop stewards
were not recognized and very often
the forty-hour week was evaded
and the promised increase in wages
not given. Most important of all,
the advantages the workers
thought they had gained were des-
troyed by increases in prices.

The chief failure of the Blum
Government was on the side of
finance. Instead of taxing the rich,
it asked for loans from the “little
people.” The bankers set out to
sabotage the government. They re-
fused a loan. The French govern-
ment then had to go to London.

(Continued on Page %)
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By Lambda

WORLD TODAY

The Plenum Of the French C. P.
New Soviet Purges

London, August 21, 1937.

HE plenum of the Central Committee of the
French Communist Party met in the middle of
June. It declared its readiness to participate in the
government. This was done in open contradiction to
‘he decisions of the 7th World Congress, which allow
participation of communists only in a so-called
“united front government.” Again, nobody took any
notice of the willingness of the C.P. to joint the
present coalition government and to assist it in
cutting wages, and carrying out its infamous
Spanish policy. In the opinion of the Radical-So-
cialists, it is sufficient that the communists vote for
the government without giving them any posts in
ha cabinet. The plenum discussed the answer of the
S.P. to the proposals of the C.P. for organizational
unity. The actual sense of the answer was that
the S.P. would not commit itself with regard to
unity. The plenum maintained that the answer was
just what the C.P. had always demanded and said
it was time to start joint meetings of the members.
The answer of the S P. to this was a coid shower to
the C.P. There cannot be any question of joint
meetings, the S.P. declared.

The political decay of the C.P. is proceeding rapid-
ly. The annual affair called “Tour de France” and
the display of the French air force at Villacoublay
stirred more enthusiasm’ and interest at the Plenum
than, for instance, such petty things as the fact that
the socialist Minister of the Interior, Dormoy, was
systematically using police and Mobile Guards
against strikers. As we reported previously, the
congress of the S.P. had demanded the extension of
the People’s Front program. This was done in order
to dampen the discontent of the socialist workers
and to prepare for the cantonal elections. Chautemps,
however, rejected the demand, as he considers him-
zelf strong enough not to have to employ such
demagogic tricks. He declared that the program of
the government was the “pause”; the S.P. and the
C.P. had consented to this ‘“pause” and there could
not be any question of any new programmatic
demands!

* * *

L. O. Frossard recently gave a lecture at the con-
ference of the Union Socialiste Republicaine in
which he forecast the resignation of the Chautemps
government next autumn and the formation of a
2abinet of the Union Nationale. Many years ago,
Trossard was general secretary of the French C.P.
Later, he joined the S.P. Laval made him Minister
of Labor in his cabinet. He is one of the shrewdest
politicians in France. It can be assumed that, if
Frossard now propagates the idea of a national
government for France, then he does it only be-
cause he has information that discussions behind the
scenes have reached a point where the return of
Laval, or some similar figure, has been seriously
taken into consideration. The leaders of the S.P.
and C.P. continue to tell the masses to remain quiet
and not to defend themselves against the attacks of
the capitalists, in order to preserve the Popular
Front, whereas any serious politician can see the day
approaching when the Radical-Socialists will break
from the Popular Front and extend their coalition
to their friends on the right.

NEW VICTIMS OF THE
SOVIET “PURGE”

The already previously announced arrest of Bela
Kun receives new substantiation. It can hardly be
doubted now. The arrest of Moskwin, one of the
leading delegates of the C P.S.U. to the Communist
International is also reported. In addition the arrest
of Krylenko, former Minister of Justice, Admiral
Orlov, one of the delegates of the Soviet Union to
the coronation celebration in London, Admiral Vik-
sorov, Commander-in-chief of the Pacific Fleet, as
well as several leading co-workers of Litvinov in the
People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs.

It is quite clear that under these conditions, the
present Soviet elections, in so far as they depend
upon the inten*ions of thz Stalin leadership, can be
noth'nz but a miserable farce. V.2.at sence can the
alections in the various Soviet organs have if Stalin
and his clique, before the elections are run off,
appoint to or discharge anybody from the Soviet
apparatus, the C.P.S.U., the Comintern and crown

it all by arrests and executions!

Decentralizution

And Fascism

(Continued from Page 1)

on coal deprived industry of much
geographical mobility, precisely as
it lessened flexibility within the
plant itself. But electric power has
destroyed that geographical im-
mobility, permitting the location
of plants in almost any region. At
the same time, electricity has
transformed the character of ma-
chines, making them more flexible,
while small plants may now be as
efficient as the larger. And indus-
try is increasingly producing goods
made from raw materials that exist
almost everywhere—nitrates from
air, plastics from soy-beans, scores
of products from cornstalks, etc.
All these developments allow in-
dustry to decentralize thruout the
nation and the world.

But capitalist interests resist the
change, for it would create huge
losses. Agriculture must still be
exploited within the nation, while
imperialism must still maintain its
stranglehold on agrarian colonial
countries. Decentralization of in-
dustry, with its accompanying unity
of industry and agriculture, would
enormously increase the capacity
to produce goods, a capacity that
is already choking capitalism with
an abundance that tends to make
capitalist production unprofitable.

Rationalizing Anti-Unionism.

Hence the capitalist talk of de-
centralization is a fraud, the ra-
tionalization of a sinister attack
upon labor. “There is no evidence,”
according to E. M. Hoover, Jr., in
The Annals of the American Aca-
demy of Political and Social Science
for March 1937, “of any general
scattering of manufacturing to
small cities and towns outside the!
industrial areas. Such movements'
in that direction as were observed
seem to be due to an effort to cut
wage costs, associated either with
labor union situations peculiar to
the individual industry (e¢.g. in shoe
manufacturing) or with the inten-
sification of price competition by
severe business depression.” The
Cameron of the Ford Company ad-
mits this, in his own peculiar
fashion, when he says that business
moves “because a town has become
infested with the peculiar form of
social, political or unionistic philo-
sophy which confuses progress
with the persecution of industry.”
And the New York World-Telegram
of April 8, 1937 put the whole thing
neatly: “Industry wooing decen-
tralization as check to militancy of
labor.” A handful of employers
profit from more savage exploita-
tion of labor; meanwhile the cities
are still growing and becoming
more monstrously congested.

Another distortion of the con-
cept of decentralization, especially
by Henry Ford, is to have a labor
force that combines working on

small farms with working in the
plant. “And here we come,” ac-
cording to Catherine Bauer in
Modern Housing “to one of the
most ironic dilemmas that the
present economic system can pro-
vide. Modern science and tech-
nology and the principles of
regional planning point straight to
the decentralization of industry, to
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smaller plants, motor trucking and
the wider network of electricity
instead of coal and steam. And yet,
under the wage-and-profit system,
and without complete replanning
and recentralization, how is a small
electrie plant surrounded by home-
steads different from an ordinary
old-fashioned ‘company town,” one
of the abominations of the 19th
century heritage ? Only in this, that
with the workers tied to their
farms and committed to vegetable
raising, wages are very likely to
be even lower than heretofore. In-
deed, lower wages are the principal
bait in almost all present decen-
tralization of industry.”

The unity of industry and agri-
culture is possible only within a
planful decentralization that
balances up regional industrializa-
tion. It does not mean what Henry
Ford means, isolating workers in
out-of-the-way communities and
making them work in a small
vegetable garden as well as in an
industrial plant. (Imagine what
would happen to the farmers if
millions of workers grew most of
their food.) What it means is com-
pany houses, company “farms,”
company communities, company
control. Workers are more fully
enslaved. Capitalist industry gains
these advantages:

1. Workers are tied more firmly
to the plants of a particular com-
pany, reducing the costs of labor
turnover,

2. Part-time work is regularized
since the worker can spend spare
time in his vegetable garden; this
is particularly important in the
automobile industry with its great
seasonal lay-offs.

3. Lower wages can be paid if
workers produce their food in
vegetable gardens.

4. If strikes, according to Alfred
Sloan of General Motors, should
cut off operations at one plant, the
company can look to other plants
to fill requirements.

5. Money can be saved on relief
if unemployed workers can subsist
on food grown by themselves: the
burdens of unemployment are
thrust more fully upon the work-
ers. Gardens and vegetables accord-
ing to the Cameron of the Ford
Company, “will replace unemploy-
ment insurance.”

6. A sort of industrial feudalism
is created with workers bound to
the plant and the soil and isolated
from their fellow workers.

Hence capitalist decentralization
is an aspect of the policy of enslav-
ing labor expressed in company
unions and welfare work. That
policy assumes its most monstrous
forms under fascism, which erects
into a system, sustained by torture
chambers, concentration camps and
dungeons, the elements for enslav-
ing labor already existing within
capitalist democracy. Fascist unions
are company unions become uni-
versal and imposed upon the work-
ers by authority of the state. Wel-
fare work is glorified into a state
enterprise (Kraft durch Freude in
Germany; Dopolavoro in Italy)
which uses welfare to indoctrinate
the workers to accept unquestion-
ingly their depressed condition by
control of minds, attitudes and
habits. The combination of farming
and industrial labor is wused,
especially in Germany, to strength-
en the foundations of fascist
hierarchy and caste, which is simply
the tyranny of organized capital
over unorganized labor.

Unions must fight the runaway
shops of capitalist decentralization
that are used to escape from
unions, depress wages and enslave
labor. But it must not be a piece-
meal fight; it must be a fight on all
fronts that recognizes the larger
implications.

The reactionary implications of
the runaway shops of capitalist de-
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THE MARCH OF
REACTION

A recent issue of the Lon-
don Economist (No. 4902)
publishes a report from Bar-
celona stating:

“The industrial plants
seized during the first months
of the civil war are con-
sidered only to be temporari-
ly under state control. With
regard to those the seizure
of which had been called per-
manent on account of their
proprietors having fled the
country and having been de-
clared fascists, a decision will
be arrived at a later period.
Several large plants belong-
ing to aliens have been re-
stored to their lawful own-
ers. The decree expropriating
lead and zinc mines has been
rescinded. . ., .”

THE SOCIALISTS AND
THE AUTO UNION

In the Socialist Call of Septem-
ber 4, there is a report by Hy Fish
on the recent auto workers con-
vention at Milwaukee. For sheer
indecent misrepresentation and im-
potent malice, this report tops any-
thing that ever appeared in the
Daily Worker. Indeed, the Daily
Worker’s account of the convention
is, by comparison, quite a sober,
straightforward recital of events.

The fact is that the socialists
have hitherto played a role in the
“unity” caucus menagerie of a red-
jacketed monkey dancing upon the
string of the Stalinist organ-
grinder who calls the tune. Now, it
appears, the socialists are eager to
play a more ‘‘active” role and the
only way they know how to do it
is by outdoing their Stalinist
partners in factional virulence.

What we’d like to know is: Do
Hy Fish’s articles, in this an pre-
vious issues of the Call, represent
the socialist trade union policy?
Or is it simply just one of the half-
dozen trade union policies that the
S.P. has on tap, just as it has three
Spanish policies and four or five
labor party policies ?

centralization move toward fas-
cism. To fight them is to fight fas-
cism. The victory of fascism means
their erection into an authoritarian
state system. But the fight against
fascism will fail unless it broadens
finally into a struggle against cap-
italism, for socialism.

Socialism realizes all the pro-
gressive implications of decentral-
ization. Capitalism itself thrusts
objectively in that direction; this
can be seen, to illustrate, in the in-
creasing dependence of industry
upon raw materials grown on the
farm for production of the syn-
thetic products that are acquiring
constantly greater importance—a
development that calls for the plan-
ful unity of industry and agricul-
ture. Decentralization in the pro-
gressive socialist sense is neces-
sary to create regional and social
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On the “Letter 0]‘_
An Old Bolshevik”

By JIM CORK

ENTRAL to an objective un-
derstanding of the crisis in
the Soviet Union is the conflict
existing between the heightened
material and cultural aspirations
of the Soviet masses and the stif-
ling hand of a burocracy whose
factional moves for self-perpetua-
tion constitute a gigantic obstacle
to their realization. No one view-
ing the facts objectively can deny
that there has been a decided im-
provement in the economic and so-
cial situation in the U.S.S.R., that
the socialist base of Soviet eco-
nomy has been extended and sub-
stantially strengthened. On the
basis of this development, the
Soviet masses, ready to sacrifice
themselves in times of stress and
strain, have begun to demand the
dropping of restraints, the ces-
sation of sacrifices with the disap-
pearance of the material base that
had made them necessary. They
have begun to demand some of the
fruits made possible by their own
sacrifices, higher material and cul-
tural standards, more freedom and
independence—all, of course, with-
in the framework of the Soviet
state and the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The further develop-
ment of the economie and cultural
life of the masses that was opened
up could proceed only on the basis
of the extension of Soviet demo-
cracy.

These moods of the masses beat
upon the walls of the party with
increasing force. For years, as we
now know, there has been a grow-
ing and, at times, openly expressed
opposition within the C.P.S.U. to
the stranglehold of the Stalin
clique. Supported now by the grow-
ing dissatisfaction of the broad
non-party masses, this opposition
has inevitably grown more vocal,
extended, profound, and has reach-
ed up to the very top.

Stalin Yields—Then Smashes Back

At first Stalin reluctantly gave
in to the pressure, trying to har-
ness these moods for the purpose
of strengthening his own leader-
ship (the first faint attempts at al-
lowing inner-party discussion). But
when it became clear that the dic-
content in the party, if given full
freedom of expression, would place

balance in a lopsided economy, to
develop our productive forces to
the utniost, to realize and evenly
diffuse higher standards of living,
to destroy the international central-
ization of industry which condemns
“backward” nations to lower levels
of economic activity and well-
being. And, finally, one of the
necessary means of assuring the
functional socialist democracy of
self-government in industry and the
abolition of classes is the rational
and planful decentralization of in-
dustry, with its accompanying
unity of industry and agriculture,
which destroys the distinctions be-
tween rural and urban labor and
creates economic units capable of
direct control by the workers with-
in the larger social organization of
production,

SHOE UNION PLANS
BIG CAMPAIGN

{Continued from FPage 1)
collective bargaining for a dozen
shoe factories in Auburn and
Lewiston, Maine, after Judge
Henry Manser, of the Superior
Judicial Court of the state, had
ruled the shoe strike conducted by
the union “illegal.”

The Ambridge decision is being
appealed by the company and the
A. F. of L. and will probably come
before the Supreme Court for final
decision,

the blame where it belonged, i.e.,
at the very top, would press for a
complete overhauling of party
methods and work—in other words,
would endanger the very existence
of the burocracy itself—then Stalin
shrank back. Once decided upon his
path, he moved in characteristical-
1y brutal fashion to defend the life
of his clique. Every possible focal
point of “dissension” in the party
had to be taken care of. Therefore,
the cleanup of every actual or po-
tential oppositionist—past, present
and possible future.

The value of the “Letter of An
0Old Bolshevik,” recently published
in pamphlet form, consists in fil-
ling out the analysis indicated by a
presentation of facts ordinarily not
available to those of us outside
Russia. It lets us in behind the
scenes, shows us the life of the
Party, the intrigues of the clique
leaders, the character and problems
of the opposition, the chief actors
in the drama, etc. Written simply
and with restraint, it gives one the
unmistakable feeling of authen-
ticity. It is not at all written from
the viewpoint of a dyed-in-the-
wool-against-Stalin-at-all-costs fac-
tionalist. On the contrary, the
author notes the contributions
made to the progress of the Soviet
Union by the energy of Stalin,
especially in times of stress. To
this reader at least, this pamphlet
rings true.

Two facts of especial importance
emerge. One, that for years there
have been differences amongst ele-
ments of the top burocracy itself
as to the treatment of former op-
positionists. This question quite
naturally involves another, the
question of the character of inner-
party life. Some urged a “reconcili-
ation period,” an extension of par-
ty democracy, the reabsorption of
former oppositionists for construc-
tive party work. Others were for
an irreconciliable attitude, for the
maintenance of rigid burocratic
control. Prominent amongst the
former were elements like Kirov,
Rudzutak, Yenukidze, etc. Leaders
of the latter ilk were Yezhov and
Kaganovitch, Stalin, according to
the author, balanced himself for a
long time like a tight-rope walker
between the two factions who
waged “. . . a fight for influence
over Stalin, a fight for his soul,
so to speak . . .” Indeed, for a
time, in the autumn of 1933, when
economic conditions had greatly
improved, Stalin allowed himself
the luxury of a reconciliation. This
was the time when Kamenev and
Zinoviev were readmitted to the
party, given responsible party
work and even allowed to make
their appearance on the platform at
the 1934 conference of the party.
Gorky, before he died, also at-
tempted—in vain—to use his in-
fluence with Stalin in favor of the
reconciliation policy. It is interest-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Fur Progressives Force
Economy On Officials

On Tuesday, August 24th, there
took place two very important
meetings of the New York fur
workers. Attendance was man-
datory under penalty of a dollar
fine for non-attendance.

The questions under discussion
were: . .

(1) A financial report for 1936;

(2) The proposal of a tax in pre-
paration for the expiration of the
agreement; and also,

3) Charges of taking graft
directed against a union member.

On the financial report, the Pro-
gressives, in both the operators’
and cutters’ locals, took a critical
position, pointing out that the ad-
ministration was too extravagant
in its legal fees and organizational
expenditures. They pointed out
that since unity had been achieved,
the union had two taxes amounting
to a day’s wage each, the total
sums collected being about $170,000
—and that, in spite of a decision to
put this money away for a strike
fund, a great portion of it had al-
ready been spent.

The administration demanded a
tax of which they did not dare to
specify the amount at the local
meetings, but which, at a special
Council meeting was mentioned as
a $25 tax.

The Progressives fully realized
that the union .needed money in
preparation for the coming: agree-
ment, but they pointed out that,
considering the bad season the
workers have had in the fur indus-
try, a day’s-wage tax plus the
money already accumulated in the
Treasury, plus the united strength
of the fur workers, would be suf-
ficient to meet the bosses.

President Gold was specially in-
vited to defend the proposal of the
administration. In spite of his fiery
speech, Gold this time could not
convince the fur workers. The
workers listened to the proposals
of the Progressives, Teitelman, In-
trator, and Kass, and overwhelm-
ingly voted for a one day’s tax.
Gold was even compelled to make
this same proposal of the Pro-
gressives to the cutters’ meeting.
In the nailers’ and finshers’ meet-
ing, the administration proposal
for a high tax was forgotten and
a day’s tax was proposed and ac-
cepted.

After that the workers were in-
formed that the individual on
charges of graft was none other
than the “famous” Manny Schwartz,

‘who had been slated in 1936 by the
“Left Wing Rank-and-File” (pre-
sent administration) for business
agent, in place of the Progressive
B. Baraz. The same Manny
Schwartz slugged a fur worker in
the market during the election.
This did not prevent the adminis-
tration from issuing a special leaf-
let in the fur market defending
Schwartz as an honest worker de-
serving the votes, trust, and con-
fidence of the fur workers.

Manny Schwartz continued as a
business agent a full term of one
year in spite of his obvious lack of
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capacity to attend to the workers’
complaints. Various rumours were
going around long before the recent
(1937) elections about the dis-
honesty of this person. The work-
ers in the street spoke about it
openly. There was even a state-
ment made by W. Greenberg that
Potash had known about this be-
fore the elections. Yet this did not
prevent the administration from
endorsing M. Schwartz for a
second term. The same administra-
tion which will not permit any
unity with honest and trustworthy
progressives endorsed M. Schwartz
whose only ability lay in slugging
workers and graft and corruption.

The fact that the investigation []

alone took some time, and that the
elections took place only four weeks
ago throws some light on the ad-
ministration’s knowledge of the
case before the elections.

There is every indication that
these facts were uncovered now
only after the defeat of Manny
Schwartz.

Fight For

Socialism

(Continued from Page 2)
The London loan was only forth-
coming on conditions. Chief among
them was that no help should be
given to the Spanish revolution.

Still Blum had not enough
money. He had to announce a
“pause” in social legislation and
had to go to the French bankers
for advice. The final humiliation of
Blum was defeat by the Senate
and replacement by a Radical
Prime Minister.

Estimating the results of the
Popular Front, Weil-Curiel said
that there had been an in-
crease in trade union organization
and, whilst the material standards
of the workers have shown little
improvement, they have a new
moral standard—they speak to em-
ployers as equals. The fascist
leagues have suffered a set-back—
partly due to their own division;
but the organization of the cap-
italist reaction is stronger. The
position of the small shopkeepers
has become worse and the danger
is that their disillusionment will
drive them to the fascists.

The Popular Front experiment in
France has proved that a bour-
geois state can only be governed
on bourgeois lines and that there
can be no real advance within cap-
italism. Socialists must face the
necessity of a revolution.
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Turning to the future, Weil-
Curiel prophesied that the gov-
ernment would not remain long
—perhaps to October or a little
later. The Radical party has no real
foundations—it has no ideology, no
reliable membership and is bound
up with provincial capitalists (that
is, with the capitalist interests out-
side Paris). The French Socialist
Party is demoralized but the re-
volutionary nucleus is growing. At
the Marseilles Conference, it polled
twenty per cent of the votes.

The Communist Party is power-
ful and disciplined. It bears the
main responsibility for the disas-
ters of the Popular Front and it is
impossible to prophesy what will
be its future line.

But Weil-Curiel trusts the
masses. The trade unions are on
the alert. A split will probably take
place in the Popular Front, but it
will be a useful split. The cap-
italists will drop out. This will
compel a reversion to the policy
of working class unity.

Weil-Curiel urged that revolu-
tionists should work for such unity.
France is moving towards a crisis
—the proletariat and the employ-
ers are both becoming more strong-
ly organized in opposite camps.

Nothing can eventually stop the
clash of a revolutionary struggle.

“Neutrality” and the Maritime Union

An Associated Press dispatch,
dated Washington, August 29, and
published in the New York Times
of August 30, informs us that
“C.I1.0. leaders of maritime labor
threatened today to call sitdown
strikes if necessary to prevent war
implements from reaching China or
Japan.” “They thus undertook,”
the report continues, “unofficially
to ‘enforce’ the American Neutral-
ity Law . . . Ralph Emerson, legis-
lative representative of the Nation-
al Maritime Union, predicted that
the freighter Wichita, which sailed
from Baltimore Friday night with
bombing planes and barbed wire
for China, would ‘never get past
Manila’.”

It is surely unnecessary, to em-
phasise how thoroly false and
dangerous is the policy thus em-
barked upon by the National Mari-
time Union. In the first place, it is
obviously NOT the business of the
trade union movement to act as
a sort of unofficial agency for the
State Department in carrying out
its reactionary foreign policy and
in “enforcing” an alleged “neutral-

ity” law which the President him-
self has refused to invoke.

Above all, however, it is not for
the labor movement to do anything
to hamper Chinese resistance to
Japanese invasion and aggression.
The sympathies and interests of
American labor both demand that
we give all possible support to the
Chinese people in their struggle
against Japanese imperialism. It is
the worst sort of short-sighted
folly to pretend that it is no con-
cern ot interest of ours which pre-
vails, that we don’t care whether
China is parcelled out and enslaved
by the Japanese imperialists or not.
The N.M.U. has made a serious
mistake and the sooner it corrects
it, the better.

But there is still something else.
It is an open secret that the
N.M.U. leadership is under the in-
fluence of the Communist Party.
Does the action of the N.M.U,,
then, represent a new twist in the
line of the C.P., already contorted
beyond recognition? At any rate,
the C.P. must take responsibility if

it keeps silent!

Though we are celebrating our Workers’
Holiday, we must not for one second forget
that our comrades across the sea, in Spain,
are bleeding to death so that Democracy

. We must continue doing everything with-
in our means to support them in the war
that they are waging against the forces of

Greetings!

We are encouraged and happy this year
because there are all indications that the
working masses are steadfastly becoming

We have ample reason to feel cheerful
and hopeful this year The laboring men and
.women of our country have awakened from
their state of passivity and have given battle
to their oppressors—the economic overlords.
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Long Live the International Labor Movement!
Long Live the Organized Labor Movement in America!
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Wage-earners of America! In a spirit of
Labor Solidarity, we greet you today on
your own Workers’ Holiday—Labor Day!

out on the robber-barons in the mass indus-
tries in a realization that their salvation
lies in collective unionization and thorough-
ly planned militant action.

the millions have marched

ON THE “LETTER OF

AN OLD

(Continued from Page 3)

ing to note that Kirov was the
leader of the reconciliationists.
Ironic enough it is that his murder
paved the way for the victory of
the irreconciliables, his opponents.
The author quite definitely implies
that Kirov’s murder could have
been prevented but that those in
charge of guarding party leaders
at the time (Yezhov, etc.) were
political opponents of Kirov and
were therefore “negligent.” In the
light of what has happened sub-
sequently, this is far from in-
credible. -

The Vitality Of The C.P.S.U.

The second fact of importance
stressed by the author is the con-
scious and widespread discontent
existing for years inside the party
ranks with the stifling burocratic
regime of Stalin, many times open-
ly expressed even to the point of
open distribution of programs for
a fight against him, Tho the open
expression of criticism waxed and
waned proportionately to the in-
crease or decrease of strain in the
economic fabric of Soviet life, it
was never wiped out altogether.
This fact, tho unpleasant for those
who have interminably croaked
about the death of the C.P.S.U,,
testifies to the vitality of the party
as a potential basis for regenera-
tion of Soviet life all along the
line, in spite of the costly blows
dealt to it by Stalin.

When it was clear after the
Kirov murder that the line of the
burocracy was to be one of brutal
suppression, opposition inside the
party increased, when, during the
first Kamenev trial, it became
known that Yezhov was demand-
ing the death penalty:

“Many old Bolsheviks (author’s
emphasis) were unable to re-
concile themselves to this idea.
Petitions against the applica-
tion of the death penalty were
presented to Stalin by indivi-
dual highly influential members
of the party. The Society of Old
Bolsheviks was openly collecting
signatures to a declaration ad-
dressed to the Politburo in which
attention was drawn to Lenin’s
chief testament ‘Let not blood flow
between you’.”

At that time Stalin yielded. But

BOLSHEVIK”

he must have already realized the
extent of the opposition to him.
Yezhov, now occupying most of
Kirov’s former posts, was entrust-
ed to proceed with the organiza-
tional cleanup of the old cadres as
a starting point. The Society of
Former Political Exiles was order-
ed closed. The Society of Old Bol-
sheviks was dissolved. The Com-
munist Academy was liquidated.
Then, with the dissatisfaction of
the non-party masses beating an
increasing tattoo against the. walls
of the party and with Stalin finally
realizing that “. . . the mood of the
majority of the old party workers
was really one of bitterness and
hostility toward him . .’ he
decided at last upon the policy of
“, .. physical extermination of all
those whose party past might make
them opponents of Stalin....” And
that’s the story!

The Soviet Masses Will Decide

Remember that this pamphlet
was written at the end of last
year, before the Stalin terror had
cut such a wide swathe. The tragic
verification of the prediction testi-
fies to the validity of its analysis.
It is understandable that the
pamphlet should end on a note of
hopelessness. “All of us old Bol-
sheviks . . . are . . . under the
present circumstances an undesir-
able element. . . . No one will de-
fend us.”

The case, however, will be
decided by the Soviet masses. The
reactionary terror of a frightened
clique will inevitably have its boo-
merang logic. The wider the sup-
pression, the narrower is the base
of support remaining for Stalin
and his clique. The wave of resent-
ment of the Soviet masses at the
attempt to block their legitimate
aspiration by factional terror is
bound, in time, to break the bonds
of oppression. No more than King
Canute can Stalin stop it!
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