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“Puppe;

State” Hits Japan

Chinese Soldiers In East Hopeh Use Japanese
Munitions In Uprising Against Warlord;
Anglo-American Interests Silent

Discovering that their campaign
of “coordination” which had tem-
porarily subdued Manchukuo, has
not been quite so successful in
Hopeh, Japanese interests were
mostly occupied, last week, in at-
tempting to suppress a widespread
rebellion of troops in the puppet
state of East Hopeh. There Chinese
soldiers trained by the Japanese
and armed by them, overthrew the
warlord who had ruled in the name
of Japan and carried on a pro-
longed struggle against the Japa-
nese.

Latest press dispatches indicate
that the revolt has been suppressed
but with such ruthless brutality
that the spread of this news must
serve as a new spur to arouse the

Chinese masses against the in-
vader.
For three days the Japanese

bombed the area so thoroly that
they have consistently refused to

allow newspapermen to travel in'

the area, thereby hoping to cover

up the effects of their “retaliation.”

In the face of this continued

brazen aggression, the Japanese

Foreign Office speaks of “striving
for peace” but being “forced into

war’’!

The Central Government of
China is rumoured to have mobil-
ized fifty thousand troops, and
large quantities- of planes which
it has shipped to the Peiping area.
That it should really determine
upon a policy of militant resista-
ance depends upon the pressure of
the Chinese masses. Chiang Kai-
shek issued a statement in which
he declared that the retreats in
North China are really his fault
and not the regional commanders,
and that from now on it will be
necessary to take a stronger
stand.

Both British and American im-
perialism are taking a hesitant
stand on the question of Japanese
aggression. Their economic inter-
ests are not immediately and di-
rectly affected by the consolidation
of Japan’s interests in North
China, altho of course they “view

C.I.0. SHOE UNION
SWEEPS CITY POLL

A decisive victory for the Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization
was registered in a Labor Board
poll conducted in seventy-nine shoe
plants in New York City

The TUnited Shoe Workers of
America. affiliated to the C.1.O. re-
ceived 6.802 votes out of the bal-
lots cast by 7.500 shoe workers.
Seventy-seven plants voted to de-
signate the United as collective
bargaining agency.

The overwhelming and decisive
victory found the employers sud-
denly in complete ‘“agreement”
with the idea of a closed shop.

uneasily” her perindic gobblings of
the Chinese mainland. The enhance-
ment of Japanese prestige and
strength in the North seems to
these great democracies to be a
rather worthwhile buffer against
Soviet Russia and Outer Mongolia.
In addition their policy is motivat-
ed by fears similar to those they
have regarding Spain—to arm and
aid financially the Chinese people
against Japanese imperialism
might in the end be dangerous to
their own interests.

Murphy Vetoes
Labor Act

Michigan Bill Defeated
By Campaign Of The
Auto Workers

Recognizing the justice of the
protests that the United Automo-
bile Workers Union and other C.I.O.
organizations had lodged against
the Industrial Relations Bill, rec-
ently passed by the Michigan state
legislature, Governor Frank Mur-
phy vetoed the bill on July 29, only
a few hours before it was about to
become law. The Governor had re-
quested the Senate to ask the
House to return the bill so that
proper changes could be made in
it but the Senate refused; the veto
followed soon after.

Labor’s chief objection to the bill
in its old form was the restrictions

By WILL HERBERG

HAT the last two years have
been years of tremendous up-
surge in the ranks of labor is now
a commonplace. But this fact alone
is only one aspect of the situation,
tho assuredly the most vital and

significant one. How far has the
, new spirit of militancy and self-
. confidence permeated the millions
of working people of this country?
"What is their attitude to the great
problems facing the labor move-
‘ment today? What is the attitude
of middle classes, of “public opin-
ion” generally? What shifts of
viewpoint, if any, have taken place
in recent months? These are some
of the questions that require con-
sideration if any rounded, realistic
picture of the situation as a whole
is to be achieved.
The Results Of Recent Surveys
Some welcome light on these
matters is cast by a number of re-
cent public opinion surveys con-
ducted by competent agencies with
quite a record for accuracy of
judgment, especially as tested in
the 1936 elections. The July issue
of Fortune carries some interesting
information in this connection and
even more valuable data are sup-
plied by Dr. George Gallup’s In-
stitute of Public Opinion, as the
result of a new investigation. In
general, what these surveys indi-
cate is the state of ‘“public opin-
ion,” the point of view of the “peo-
ple.” In realistic class terms, this
means the middle classes who con-
stitute the bulk of the “public” and
set the tone of its opinion. In some
cases, the data are broken down
for occupational or income groups
and a much precise social analysis
becomes possible. Thus, the Gallup
poll employs the categories “lower
third of income brackets” and
“upper two-thirds of income brack-
ets”; in this sense, the former ob-
viously includes the great bulk of
the workers together with some
lower middle class elements, while
the latter embraces the middle
class together with the big bour-
geoisie. To all intents and pur-
poses, therefore, we have in such a
division a rough approximation of
the viewpoint of the workers, on
the one hand, and the middle clas-
ses, on the other.
Public Attitude To Unionism
What is the public attitude to-
ward trade unionism in general?
According to the Gallup poll, 76%
of the total favor unionism—=81%
of the “lower one-third” but only

Labor and | Public Opinion

74% of the “upper two-thirds.’
How is the public divided as be-
tween the A. F. of L. and the
C.I.O.? Fortune reveals the fact
that nearly 60% of the people are
either indifferent or hostile to
both; 30% were found to favor the
A. F. of L. and 10% the C.I.O.
‘Among factory workers, however,
the picture is somewhat different.
Over 50% are still hostile or in-
different; 21%% favor the A. F.
of L. but over 27% favor the C.I.0O.
Thus, while the A. F. of L. leads
by a big margin among the public
at large, the C.I.O. is in advance
among the factory workers, The
Gallup poll yields results to some
extent similar. The A. F. of L. is
favored by 64%, Green as a leader
by 67%, of the general public; the
C.I.O. and Lewis by 36% and 33%,
respectively. But, among the “low-
er one-third”, Lewis is backed by
47%; among the ‘“upper two-
thirds”, by only 26%

The aspect of the “labor prob-
lem” of most immediate public®in-
terest at the present time is surely
the question of government con-
trol, regulation and restriction of
unionism. The compulsory incor-
poration of trade unions is sup-
ported by 73% of the people, op-
posed by only 5%, with 22% in-
different, according to Fortune.
The Gallup poll indicates that 86%
favor incorporation; even 67% of
the “lower one-third” do so. As to
regulation by the government, 69%
are in favor; 679% among the “low-
er one-third.” Nearly 859 believe
in laws regulating the conduct of
strikes. Compulsory mediation (not
arbitration) is approved by 89%.
The sitdown strike is favored by
only 17¢¢ according to the Fortune
poll, with 75% against and 8% in-
different. In the Gallup tables, we
find that 67¢¢ of the people want
the sitdown strike to be outlawed;
of the “lower one-third,” 58¢¢ and
of the “upper two-thirds,” 72¢¢.
More than that, 65¢¢ of the public
are ready to approve the use of
force in ousting sitdown strikers,
with 51¢¢ of the “lower one-third”
thinking the same way.

Shifts In Public Sentiment

Has there been any change of
sentiment on labor questions in the
last six months or a vear? The Gal-
iup poll found that just about one-
half of those questioned answered
that their views had been modified
in the course of the past six
months. Of this half, 30% became

(Continued on Page 3)

5 Cents a Copy

Weak Wage-Bill
Passed by Senate

'House Committee Expected To Raise Senate’s

Maximum To 70 Cents An Hour And 35 Hours;
Southern Senators In Opposition Bloc

The Administration forces in the‘
Senate forced thru the Wages and .
Hours Bill by a vote of 56 to 28.
However, in the helter-skelter
drive to pass some such sort of
bill, even if it only retained the
name of the original, a rather be-
draggled and considerably weaken-
ed piece of legislation was the re-'

it would place upon picketing by
barring all those not directly em-
ployed in the plant on strike from
the picket lines. A number of other
weaknesses of this piece of legis-
lation were pointed out by the Gov-
ernor in his veto message to the
Speaker of the House.

Governor Murphy announced that
that he intended to introduce a
revised and improved bill to the
special session of the legislature
that began on July 30.

His revised version of the bill
would have stricken out the words
“otherwise interefere” from the
section sfating that picketing was
unlawful when it was done so as
to “obstruct or otherwise interfere
with the approach to a place of
business . . .” Sympathetic picket-
ing, which was banned completely
in the original bill, was to be re-
vised by the governor to allow
picketing by members of other
local unions if they were residents
of the same or adjacent commun-

ity.

Additional features, however,
made the bill still more undesir-
able from the viewpoint of labor,
insofar as they gave power to the
craft unions and set up a powerful
board.

Homer Martin, in urging the
Governor to veto the message,
pointed out that labor laws in
other states were far more string-
ent upon the employers.

Credit for bringing agout the
defeat of the dangerous Industrial
Relations Bill must go to the C.1.0.
unions of Michigan, especially the
auto workers organizations. The
A. F. of L. leaders, opposing the
bill, were apathetic and some even
advised the Governor to sign it.

sult. Speeches were curtailed, so
that Senators from the South, and
“liberals” posing behind the aura
of “reasonableness” tossed in
amendment after amendment,
which the pro-bill forces accepted
in order to have the bill get thru.

Under the amendments the fol-
lowing were exempted from the
provisions of the law: packers of
perishable agricultural products,
cooperative plants in dairy produe-
tion, railway express companies,
and processors of perishable food-
stuffs.

The senatorial oposition came
primarily from the. Southern
Democrats who feared that the rul-
ings of the Board might tend to
end all differentials existing be-
tween southern and northern wage-
rates. Support for this attitude is
forthcoming from the northern
press, since the low wage-rates of
the South constitute an important
weapon in depressing wage-rates
elsewhere.

The American Federation of
Labor attempted to play its now
customary role—under the guise of
the most devoted interest in some
pure working-class principles, spik-
ing every struggle for immediate
and partial gains. While William
Green damned the bill with faint
support, use was made on the Sen-
ate floor of the outspeken opposi-
tion of Frey of the Metal Trades
Department to the Bill as a whole.

It is now expected that the House
will make some radical alterations
in the bill, probably necessitating a
committee conference between it
and the Senate. The House Labor
committee meets this week and is
supposed to have agreed upon
amendments to fix minimum wages
up to seventy cents per hour, and
to fix the maximum work week at
thirty-five hours. The Senate ver-
sion of the bill provides a forty
cents maximum and a forty hour

minimum.

Spanish Union

Federations

Sign Pact For Joint Action

A great step forward towards
genuine working class unity in
Spain was taken last week when
the C.N.T. and the U.G.T., the syn-
dicalist and socialist trade union
federations, concluded an official
pact of collaboration in their ac-
tivities. A joint committee was set
up to direct compliance of local
unions with this agreement which
includes, among its terms, under-
takings not to indulge in any un-
fair mutual criticism. not to seek
the aid of any outside organiza-
tions against each other, to permit
freedom of choice between unions
affiliated to the two bodies, to re-
fuse to admit in one union workers
expelled from the other, to coope-
rate in war activities as well as in
activities on the home front.

The collaboration pact comes as

the result of many weeks of ne-
gotiations. In some quarters it is
looked upon as the forerunner of
closer unity between the two fed-
erations.

The two organizations embrace
nearly four million workers be-
tween them, the C.N.T. having two
million members and the U.G.T.
almost as many.

Neither the U.G.T. nor the C.N.T.
is represented in the reactionary
Negrin cabinet and neither gives it
any political support, altho, of
course, they and their membership
are the mainstay of the anti-fascist
struggle against Franco. The re-
volutionary proletarian organiza-
tions in Spain are now agitating
for the replacement of the Negrin
regime by a joint C.N.T.-U.G.T.
government.
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“LIBERAL” HENCHMEN OF
REACTION

N instructive lesson in the realities of Amer-

ican politics may be learned from the cases of
Senators Wheeler and Nye, great “liberals” gone
wrong!

Burton K. Wheeler, the “farm progressive” from
Montana, the “nemisis” of the power trust—this
same Wheeler became the chairman of the Senatorial
strategy committee leading the fight against the
court reform bill. The issue itsef was plain: a
definite effort, modest and inadequate to be sure, to
curb the arbitrary judicial despotism of the Supreme
Court. Against the Roosevelt propesal the forces
of reaction in both political camps arose as one
man, foaming at the mouth at such a sacrilegious
attempt to lay a profane hand upon the holy of
holies of American capitalist privilege. And who led
these embattled hosts of reaction, spurred on and
encouraged by the remains of the Liberty League
and the New York Sun? Why, none other than
Senator Wheeler! How eagerly the old-line Repub-
licans deferred to his leadership in the holy war
against the New Deal! What a touching example of
political self-effacement and non-partisanship in the
interests of big business!

Gerald P. Nye, the “crusader” from North Dakota,
the “relentless foe” of the armament dealers—sud-
denly, out of the clear sky, this same Nye, who had
never taken the slightest interest in labor questions,
launched a series of incoherent fulminations against
the National Labor Relations Board, accusing it of
“bias,” of being a “tool of the C.1.0.” and of other
such like high crimes and misdemeanors. Curiousiy
enough, it soon came out that Senator Nye had
staged his sensational explosion after ‘“consulta-
with Sam Jones, Tom Girdler’s public

relations counsellor, and that the Senator’s state-
ment was issued by the Republic Steel agency even
before the Senator had had a chance to distribute it
himself on Capitol Hill! Where Nye showed the
way, Senator Vandenberg, Republican, and Repre-
sentative Rankin, Democrat, soon followed, heaping
filth and abuse upon the N.L.R.B. Again a neon-
partisan reactionary ailiance under the leadership
of a “liberal”!

tions”

Wheeler and Nye are but two examples; not a
few other “progressives” and “liberals” have taken
the same road, on court reform, on the Wagner Act,
on the wage-hour bill. Among them are to be found
precisely those in whom the Communist Party has
placed such great hopes for its “People’s Front” in
this, country. Need we do more than recall how
Senator Nye, that darling of the phrasemongers of
“peace,” was the star attraction at meetings of the
American League Against War and Fascism? And
what is the wonder when Governor Hoffman of New
Jersey, that implacable enemy of labor, can be
paraded on the advisory committee of the American
Youth Congress! As in France, as in Spain, so in
America, the “liberals” upon whom the whole stra-
tegy of the People’s Front is based, for whose sake
every independent aspiration of the working class is
to be suppressed, these “liberals” sooner or later
turn out to be the very spearhead of reaction!

The labor movement should keep its eyes open and
take heed that it be not misled by the suicidal
vagaries of “People’s Frontism.” Labor is today the
only thoroly progressive force in society; it requires
no “liberal” saviors. To win the millions of farmers
and middle c’ass people to its side, labor does not
need and can make no use of the Nyes and the
Wheelers, who—whether they like it or not—are at
bottom no more than the agents of Dupont, Ford
and Republic Steel disguised as ‘“champions of the
people.” What labor needs is independent political
organization and a bold, realistic and self-reliant

WORKERS AGE

Fenner Brockway Reports On Spain

By FENNER BROCKWAY
(Concluded from last issue)

So far I have dealt with the re-
action ¢f government circles to the
communist conspiracy. Even more
important is the reaction of other
working class organizations.

The largest working class organ-
ization is the syndicalist trade un-
ion, the C.N.T. It has two million
members. The next in size is the
socialist trade union, the U.G.T.
It has one and a half million mem-
bers.

The C.N.T. from the first gave
our delegation the utmost assist-
ance. Its international secretary,
Augustin Souchy, accompanied me
to Valencia and acted as my in-
terpreter. I travelled in C.N.T. cars
everywhere.

The National Committee of the
C.N.T. sent a finely-worded protest
to the government against the per-
secution of P.0.U.M. It appointed
its lawyer, Senor Pabon, member
of Parliament for Saragossa, to de-
fend the prisoners. Its secretary,
Senor Casquez (a remarkable
young men of twenty-nine, a guild-
ing trades worker) delivered a vig-
orous speech to a huge meeting in
Valencia in defense of the right of
P.0.U.M. to justice.

1 came to respect the C.N.T.
l¢aders very highly. They are not
Marxists. They do not share the
ideology of P.0.U.M. They have
some right to feel the fact that the
P.O.U.M. has been taking mem-
bers from their ranks. But their
sense of justice is so great that
they have spoken out boldly on its
behalf:

I understand that the communist
press has contained a report that
the C.N.T. has repudiated P.O.-
U.M. This is not the case. It re-
pudiated a leaflet published by the
“Bolshevik - Leninists,” (Trotsky-
ists) which was also immediately
repudiated by P.O.U.M. itself.

x * *

We interviewed Largo Caballero,
general secretary of the U.G.T.,
and found that he also denounced
the persecution of the P.0.U.M.
and ridiculed the suggestion that
its leaders are fascist agents. He
told us that when Prime Minister
he opposed proposals by the com-
munists for action against the
P.O.U.M.

But Caballero is in a difficult po-
sition. He has a mgjority on the
Executive, but in the National
Council, owing to disproportionate
representation of the membership,
the Right socialists and commun-
jsts have a majority. In the actual
membership, Caballero has the sup-
port of nine hundred thousand
against six hundred thousand.

He informed us that the com-
munists are also persecuting his
supporters when they feel able to
do so. Those arrested include Left
socialists of the U.G.T., and they
are being deposed from administra-
tive and military positions in the
government service wherever the
communists have control.

Caballero indicated by lifting his
hand twenty inches above the table
that he had received a pile of tele-
grams from U.G.T. branches, as
well as from working class organ-
izations in all parts of the world,
protesting against the suppression
of the P.O.U.M. As we sat with
him a telegram came from Norman
Thomas on behalf of the American
Socialist Party. These will be con-
sidered by the next meeting of the
U.G.T. Executive.

* *

*

The strength of the socialist op-
position to the communist tactics
was shown in the city of Valencia.
Sometime ago, the communists de-
manded the exclusion of the
P.0.U.M. representative. The So-
cialists and liberals declined to ex-
pel the P.0.UM. member. The
Communists then withdrew.

policy!

The Municipal Council has now

Spanish Workers Oppose
CP’s Frame-Up of POUM

strongly protested to the Govern-
ment against the suppression of
P.0.U.M. and, even tho the organ-
isation has been declared illegal,
has insisted on retaining the
P.O.U.M. -representative on the
Council.
* * *

The communists frequently
charge the P.0.U.M. with causing
division in the anti-fascist ranks.
1t is thei» own policy which is des-
troying antifascist unity. They
have secured the exclusion of the
two largest working class organ-
izations—the C.N.T. and the
U.G.T.—from the central govern-
ment and of the C.N.T. from the
Catalan government. Their policy
is everywhere bringing disunity
and, despite the efforts of the
C.N.T. and U.G.T. leaders to main-
tain a combined front against
Franco, is spreading disillusion-
ment and discontent.

* * *

I do not wish to be too optimis-
tic about the trials of the P.0.U.M.
leaders. The communist hold upon
the judicial administration is
strong and they will make the most
of the Barcelona resistance, which
it is easy to misrepresent. The
communists will not lightly let go
this opportunity to crush the revo-
lutionary influence of the P.0O.U.M.
1t is imperative, therefore, that the
widest possible pressure to secure
justice for the P.0.U.M. should be

maintained. .

John MecNair and Julien Gor-
kin’s first assistant, Max Patel, are
now in Paris helping to organize
the international protest which is
growing so rapidly in volume. It is
hoped to send an important and
representative commission to Spain
to carry on the work which our
delegation has begun. Meanwhile
all working class organizations in
this country—trade union branches
trades councils, cooperative organ-
izations, etc—should be urged to
send telegrams of protest to Senor
Negrin, Prime Minister at Valen-
cia.

* * *

We found that, despite the at-
tempted suppression, the spirit of
the P.0.U.M. membership is mag-
nificent and the organization is
continuing to function.

Last Saturday the first illegal
edition of La Batalla, the F.O.U.M.
paper, appeared. Every three days
leaflets are published which have
reached the circulation of 80,000
and which are passing thru the
factories and workshops.

A conference has been held of
the thirty branches of the party
in Catalonia and Castellon, and a
new Executive Council has been
appointed, together with new of-
ficials everywhere to replace those
arrested. In view of the possibility
of further arrests, a shadow Ex-
ecutive and shadow officials have
already been selected. Contact has
been made with the P.0.U.M.
branches in other parts of Spain
and representatives from them
have been added to the Executive
Council. T met the P.O.U.M. Ex-
ecutives both in Barcelona and
Valencia.

The P.O.U.M. is pursuing a very
wise policy. It is refraining from
impossible proposals and is con-
centrating upon the advocacy of a
new government representing the
C.N.T. and the U.G.T.

In addition to the members of
the P.0.U.M., the C.N.T. and the
Left of the U.G.T. who are in
prison, thirty-four foreign social-
ists are in prison on political
charges. Twenty-one of these in the
Prison Corsiga, Barcelona, are on
hunger strike against their condi-
tions. They are terribly overcrowd-
ed—one prisoner whom I saw in
the Hotel Falcon, the old P.O.U.M.
Headquarters now converted into a
jail, said that when he had been
confined in Corsiga Prison one

By Lambda
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French Socialist Congress Reveals
Increasing Strength of Left-Wing

London, July 14, 1937.

Y A VOTE of 3,484, to 1,866, hence by about a
two-to-one majority, the congress of the
French Socialist Party, held recently at Marseilles,
authorized the socialist ministers to remain in the
Chautemps cabinet. In the vote on the resolutions of
the various tendencies, the following relation of
forces was manifested: Blum-Faure resclution—
2,949 mandates; Zyromski resolution—1,545; Pivert
resolution—894; abstentions—5. It appears, there-
fore, that about 500 of the Zyromski votes went to
support the resolution allowing socialists to remain
in the Chautemsp government. The action of these
500 can be attributed directly to the influence of the
French Communist Payty. Blum had previously
declared that the socialist ministers would remain
in the government only if they received a substantial
majority at the congress—and the C.P.F. did its bit
to see that they got this majority.

Nevertheless, the minority that remained firmly
in favor of immediately withdrawing from the
cabinet, was quite a sizable one. The opposition in
the S.P.F. is growing not only in numbers but also
in determination, in spite of the fact that the Pivert
resolution was not as clear as it might be. In the
Federation of the Seine (Paris and environs), the
Blum-Faure resolution received only a fifth of the
votes. Among the lefts in the S.P.F., the splendid
exampled of the P.0.U.M. is beginning to exert its
influence and then, of course, there are the new
tax burdens and the fall of the franc. The strike of
the hotel workers is a sign of this left movement,
particularly because the leaders of the C.G.T. as
well as of the S.P.F. and C.P.F. did everything they
could to prevent it. The big issue in this strike is the
refusal of the employers to grant the 40-hour week,
a matter of great importance to every section of the
French working class.

DEVELOPMENTS IN SPAIN

A few weeks ago, Negrin and Giral, the Premier
and Foreign Minister of the Spanish government,
paid a discreet visit to Chautemps and Delbos in
Paris. At this conference, according to the report
of the authoritative Radical paper, Oeuvre, “com-
pletely satisfactory” declarations were made “deal-
ing with the troops . .. and also another field, inner-
order.” Thus did the official representatives of the
French bourgeoisie receive the assurance that the
proletarian revolution in Spain would be destroyed
at all costs. It is especially significant that neither
Negrin nor Giral visited Blum while in Paris—
obviously in order to avoid receiving protests against
their terroristic outrages committed . against the
P.O.U.M. and the other revolutionary forces in
Spain.

In Catalonia a new cabinet has been set up, with
the C.N.T., the great anarcho-syndicalist trade union
federation, excluded. The C.N.T. was able to expose
the directives of the P.S.U.C. in carrying thru this
manouver.

But the Spanish revolution, officially pronounced
dead by the Spanish Communist Party and its
allies, shows definite signs of reviving. The great
mass of the membership of the Socialist Party and
the U.G.T., the other great trade union federation,
stand with Caballero against the C.P. Recently, the
left socialists regained their majority in the leader-
ship of the U.G.T. and Caballero was reelected
general secretary. The right wing, represented by
Negrin, Prieto and the socialists in the government,
have but little influence among the socialist mem-
bership.

The Communist Party of Spain has sent and open
letter to the Socialist Party on the question of unity.
From this letter, we quote the following:

“The necessary basis for the fusion of the two
parties is given in the ideological agreement that
exists on the basic questions of the class struggle.
The detailed elaboration of a common program is
therefore not absolutely necessary. The Political
Buro of the Communist Partly of Spain proposes to
work out first of all a program on military ques-
tions, to unite on these questions, for victory over
the enemy means the triumph of the revolution.”
Even the communist program is thus regarded as
negligible. This is perfectly intelligible since the
ideological agreement of-the C.P. of Spain with the
right wing of Spanish socialism on the basic ques-
tions of the class struggle, naturally signifies a

" (Continued on Page 4)

break with communist principles.
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RACKETEERING, DEMOCRACY, UNION RESPONSIBILITY

Report of City Club of New York

By ROBERT WALTERS

VERY instructive survey of
A the questions of racketeering,
democratic control and responsibil-
ity as they, affect the relations be-
tween government and trade
unions, has just been made public
by the City Club of New York. A
careful study of the facts and con-
clusions presented in this report
will certainly prove of great value
to anyone concerned with the prob-
lems facing the labér movement at
the present time. In the following
paragraphs we present a brief sum-
mary of the findings of the City
Club investigation.

Governmental Regulation

On general principles, govern-
mental regulation of trade unions
is thoroly undesirable. “Union fear
of regulation is not groundless.”
It involves the danger of placing
“the union . . . at the mercy of a
hostile political majority.” It may
tend to transform the state directly
into one of the contending parties
of the conflict. It may even serve
to impede the normal development
of the union and thus to delay the
elimination of real evils. “Especial-
ly in the field of labor relations,
statutes should not be enacted in
a vague spirit of reform; there
should be reasonable certainty that
a specific abuse will be eliminated
and a concrete gain achieved that
cannot otherwise be achieved.”

Racketeering In Unions

“Racketeering exposed in con-
mection with labor unions is in no
sense peculiar to labor unions; it
is part of a criminal pattern that
has manifested itself in . . . diver-
sified fields . . .” The labor rack-
eteer is often enabled to maintain
his dominant position thru “coope-
ration, passive or even active, on
the part of the employer . . . who
may obtain benefits from the labor
racket thru the maintenance of the
price level and the elimination of
leffective collective bargaining . . .

he racketeer-controlled union may
also be a device to combat legiti-
‘mate union activity . . . It is true
that employer groups protest the
labor racket but such protests are
chiefly in the form of proposals
for curbing all unions, whether
corrupt or not, and, moreover, often
come from groups not affected by
racketeering.”

That the “ample remedies,” both

of a criminal and civil nature, for
the elimination of racketeering
have failed, is notorious. As far as
the trade union movement is con-
cerned, racketeering persists pri-
marily because of the denial or in-
adequacy of democracy in so many
labor organizations.
' Among the many legislative pro-
posals recently advanced, supposed-
1y to meet the evil of racketeering,
mone can be regarded as at all ef-
fective, while many of them are
clearly harmful.

Registration. Registration would
hardly affect racketeering but, “on
the other hand, it might be used
against labor thru the refusal to
allow certain unions to register or
thru the cancellation of registra-
tion, upon which the union would
presumably be reduced to an il-
legal status.” v

Publication of financial state-
ments. Racketeers could easily cir-
cumvent such a measure which
might, however, prove damaging to
labor unions since it might result
in ‘“divulging salient facts or re-
vealing union strength or weakness
to the employers; a union today de-
pends chiefly upon its bargaining
power for recognition and for en-
forcement of its demands and
might consequently be placed at an
unfair disadvantage if the employ-
er could ascertain its financial con-
dition at any time.”

A Labor Commission. Nor would
it improve matters any to compel

unions to submit their financial ac-
counts and Tecords to a public
agency of some sort. A step of this
sort would be ineffectual, for rea-
sons mentioned above, but “the ex-
istence of such an agency, readily
susceptible of abuse, might be seri-
ously harmful to labor, particular-
ly in those industries in which
organizational  activities were
being conducted. The vesting in one
particular group of the right to
investigate irregularities would
confer upon that group unlimited
discretion to determine how union
affairs should be conducted, a mat-
ter which properly falls within the
sphere of self-government.”

Filing of collective bargaining
agreements. This measure would
obviously be without the slightest
effect upon any of the real evils
in the labor movement, Yet, “a re-
quirement that rates of pay be
divulged upon the signing of a col-
lective  bargaining  agreement
would seriously hamper a union
embarking upon an organizational
campaign.”

To meet the problem of rack-
eteering, the committee of the City
Club makes the following pro-
posals:

1. “It should be made a penal
offense for any one, whether a
member of a union or an employer,
to fail to report the existence of
a racket or to inform the prosecu-
tion of facts concerning a racket,
with appropriate safeguards for
protection. . . .”

2. “. ... A racket buro should
be set up to operate in connection
with the police department as a
permanent organization to which

which could initiate, assist in and
ensure impartial investigation . . .
provided that it is not associated
with any political organization...”

8. “Experience has shown that
eradication of racketeering from a
union can come only from an arous-
ed and determined membership.”

The lack of any real democracy
in many labor organizations, the

prevalence of burocratic practises

Labor and Public Opinion

(Continued from Page 1)
more favorable to labor unions and
70% less favorable. This means
that, in general, 35% of the people
grew more hostile to organized la-
bor in this period and only 15%
more friendly. A special poll was
made of the farmers who, as Dr.
Gallup points out, generally agree
in their views with the urban mid-
dle classes; 40% of them reported
that they had become less favor-
ably inclined to trade unionism in
the course of the last half-year.

A distinct shift also took place
in public opinion on the C.I.O. and
the A. F. of L. In August 1936,
according to the figures presented
by Dr. Gailup, 41% favored the
C.I.O. and 59% the A. F. of L.;
in June 1937, however, the former
figure had fallen to 36% and the
latter had risen to 64%.

There is one more bit of informa.
tion uncovered by the Gallup poll
that, while it may not be strictly
relevant in the present connection,
is nevertheless very instructive.
The question was asked: “How
much income . . . do you think the
average family of four needs for
health and comfort?” To this, the
“upper two-thirds,” consisting of
the middle and upper classes, ans-
wered $40 a week. But the “lower
one-third”, consisting of the mass
of the workers and some elements
of the petty bourgeoisie, replied—
$28!

3% s *
Some Significant Conclusions

The above figures should not be
taken as representing gospel truth.
They are subject to a whole series
of qualifications that arise from
the nature of the material, from
the statistical methods employved
and from other considerations. But
Fortune and Dr. Gallup’s agency
have shown themselves pretty
sound in past estimates and the
methods they employ are probably
the most acceptable. On the whole,
we are quite safe in drawing cer-

tain general conclusions from the
data they present:

1. The standard of the working
masses of this country must be
incredibly low, despite the so-called
“American standard of living,” and
their wants incredibly limited if a
weekly wants of $28 for a family
of four ecan possibly appeal to
them as an ideal!

2. Unionism as an institution
seems to be accepted by the great
masses of the people as something
here to stay, as something in itself
desirgble. Yet about a quarter of
the general public are still flatly
opposed to labor organization as
such and, what is more surprising,
nearly a fifth of the workers and
middle class poor (“lower one-
third”) share this opposition. To
this, add the fact that over half
the factory workers are either in-
different or hostile to both A. F.
of L. and C.I.O. and a picture
emerges of the state of the work-
ing class that some of us, in our
more enthusiastic moments, are
apt to overlook. The historical
backwardness of the American
working class has not yet been
fully overcome by any means. Only
a section, an ever-increasing sec-
tion, fortunately, of the workers is
in motion but great masses still re-
main almost inert and as yet un-
touched by the first glimmer of
class consciousness.

3. In the course of recent
months, there has been a distinct
worsening in the public attitude to-
wards trade unionism, especially
among the farmers and the city
middle classes. In another form,
the same tendency is expressed in
the fact that the C.I.O. has re-
ceded somewhat in middle class fa-
vor in the last six months, altho
it has, as Dr. Gallup points out,
kept the “support of the lower
classes.”

4. The great mass of the people,
as typified by the middle classes,
even the great mass of the poor

Corporate Profits Rocket
INCREASE IN NET EARNINGS IN 1936 OVER 1935 FOR
SELECTED CORPORATIONS
Net Income % Net
1936 1935 Increase
Aluminum Co. of America ... $20,866,936  $9,571,206 118
American Radiator & Stand-
ard Sanitary Co. . 1,344,512 2,798,860 162
Anheuser-Busch, Inc. .. 3,041,653 891,918 241
Electric Power & Light Corp. 7,748,913 939,526 725
Gen. Electric (first 9 mos.).... 26,533,667 17,205,332 54
General Motors COrp. ... 238,482,425 167,226,510 43
General Refractories 1,576,255 444,605 255
Ingersoll-Rand .o e 6,402,306 3,560,360 80
International Paper Co. ... 5,159,696 -2,840,898* 282
Kennecott Copper Corp. ....... 25,490,765 13,164,571 94
Packard Motor Car Co. ... 17,053,220 3,315,622 113
Pullman, INC. oo 6,347,107 -273,7128% 2,419
Shell Union Oil Co.
(first 9 mos.) .. 16,512,053 4,411,649 274
Stone & Wester, Inc. and
subsidiaries 1,772,937 92,628 1,814
United Gas Corp. 10,992,406 4,940,948 122
U. S. Steel Corp. ... 50,583,356 1,146,708 4,311
Western Electrie, Inc. .. 18,698,049 2,620,270 614
Westinghouse Air Brake Co. 5,548,782 302,743 1,733
*Net Loss.
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complaints could be made and and abuses, is well known. In some
cases, the union constitutions are

themselves thoroly undemocratic
and, in others, the remedies offered
to members by such constitutions
are rendered of little value ‘be-
cause the officers against whom the
complaint is directed frequently
dominate the board to which the
complaint is made and the respon-
sible officers of the national body
fail to take impartial action.”

To meet the problem of demo-
cratic control, the committee of the
City Club makes the following pro-
posals:

1. Annual elections. “Laws ap-
plicable to unions . . . should be
amended or other appropriate
legislation enacted to require an
election, by secret ballot, at a con-
vention or otherwise at least once
a year of all officers of a union,
whether local or national or inter-
national, including delegates. No
officer should be deemed elected
without the affirmative vote, in
person or by proxy, of at least a

people, seem to approve of the
various forms of governmental reg-
ulation of trade unionism and its
activities, a thing which we know
to be of the utmost danger to the
labor movement. It is plain that
the characteristic ideology of the
middle class, embodied to perfec-
tion in the Rooseveltian invocation
of “a plague o’ both your houses,”
still dominates vast sections of the
workers; in other words, they are
still petty bourgeois-minded.

5. The paramount problem of
winning the support of the middle
classes now faces the labor move-
ment, and especially the C.I1.0., in
all its acuteness. Dr. Gallup is ob-
viously right when he says:

“The future holds two alterna-
tives: either labor unions will
have to undertake a campaign of
selling themselves to the middle
class and the farmers or laws reg-
ulating unions are likely to be put
through at the insistent demand of
these classes.”

These things are facts and must
be faced. But we must view them
in the proper perspective so as not
to lose our sense of proportion. If
a fifth of the workers are hostile
to unionism and many more indif-
ferent today, what then would
have been the figure only a few
i vears ago when dead apathy and
! helpless inertia reigned supreme
thruout the land—and there
was no C.I.0O.? The forces that are
| remaking the face of the country,
| that are remodeling the people and
| revitalizing their social energies,
are definitely at work—but they

majority of a quorum of the mem-
bership, consisting of a majority
of all members.”

3. Contests of elections. “It
would be appropriate for the fed-
eral or state (labor relations)
board, if called upon to do so, te
certify whether or not an officer
actually represents his union by
virtue of an election. . ..”

3. Expulsion or suspension. “A
statutory prohibition should be en-
acted against the expulsion or sus-
pension of a member of a labor
union . . . except after a majority
vote of the membership at a meet-~
ing called for the purpose.”

4. Financial statements. “Laws
applicable to unions should be
amended or other appropriate legis-
lation enacted to provide that every
association . . . must furnish its
members with annual financial
statements with such detail as may
ge requested if a majority of the
membership so vote.”

The cry that, at the present
time, unions are not responsible at
law is completely false. Just the
contrary—*“in addition to being
subject to an action for an injunc-
tion, unions today may, in most
jurisdictipns, be sued for dam-
ages,” as the Danbury Hatters and
Coronado cases show.

The compulsory incorporation of
trade unions, entirely useless as a
remedy against racketeering, is of
even less value in the present con-
nection. “No advocate of incorpora-
tion has adduced a satisfactory
analysis showing wherein the pres-
ent law is inadequate or how in-
corporation would increase respon-
sibility.” But compulsory incor-
poration would have many grave
disadvantages for the labor unions.
“In this country, incorporation
would imply governmental super-
vision without the compensating
benefits that were accorded at the
time labor unions were recognized
by statute in Europe. Labor fears
such regulation, not because of its
effect upon union liability for
breach of contract or torts, but
chiefly because it means govern-
ment regulation and may lead to
the denial of charters or to their
cancellation, thereby rendering
union activity illegal.”

The committee of the City Club
finds that “no serious problem has
been shown to exist warranting
legislation such as incorporation or
registration to increase union li-
ability for torts or breach of con-
trac. Present remedies have not
been proved inadequate.” It be-
lieves, however, that “it would be
desirable to have every long-term
agreement submitted for the ap-
proval of union members expected
to fulfill that agreement. . .. Trade
union agreements for more than a
year, to be enforceable, must be
authorized or ratified by the union
sought to be bound . . . It should
also be the responsibility of the
employer to see that the union re-
presentative negotiating the agree-
ment is authorized to do so .. .”

These very briefly, are the find-
ings and recommendations of the
committee of the City Club of New
York. At a time when so many
agencies of “public opinion” are
frantically urging the most reck-
less schemes of governmental
strangulation of unionism, the so-
ber and carefully weighed delibera-
tions of this committee are es-
pecially welcome—particularly in
view of the fact that its members,
as they themselves admit, “are
identified rather with employer
groups than with labor.” Never-
theless, we cannot fail to see that
virtually all of its positive rec-
ommendations are open to serious
objection, often to the very same
kind as the committee itself so
properly raises against the pro-
posals it rejects. In the next article,
these recommendations of the City
Club will be subjected to a critical
evaluation from the point of view

, are only just beginning to operate!

of the labor movement.




TRADE UNION NOTES

by George F. Miles

LLIAM GREEN never misses a chance to make it clear

that he and his A. F. of L. are out to serve the interests
of the employers. As a labor organization, the A. F. of L. must
go thru the gestures of defending labor’s interests but it is done
in ways strictly prescribed by the employers. Thus when the
employers were horror struck by the sit-down strikes in auto
and other industries, Green lost no time in repudiating that par-
ticular strike weapon. Now comes the case of the “customers

strike” used by the restaurant
workers union—incidentally a union
not affiliated with the C.1.0. Again
Mr. Green rushed in to destroy a
strike method which the workers
in this industry had found particu-
larly effective.

Declared Green: “The customer
strike is in the same class with
the sit-down strike, and is not ap-
proved by the American Federa-
tion of Labor.”

Louis Koenig, head of the A. F.
of L. union in Detroit branded this
statement as a “cowardiy stab in
the back of honest workers who are
seeking thru legitimate trade
unionism to better their condi-
tions.”

Discussing the legality of the
customers strike, Mr. Koenig in-
sists that there is no basis for the
belief in its illegality. “Customers
have a perfect right,” said he, “to
enter a restaurant and buy a cup
of coffee. There is no law in alil
the law books that says how long
the may take to dring it. The
customer strike IS legal, and our
Union will continue to use it.”

Then by way of a parting salute
to William Green, Mr. Koenig re-
marks that the statement attribu-
ted to Green “might well have
come from the mouth of the U. S.
Chamber of Commerce or the Na-
tional Manufacturers’ Association.”

* * *

The Detroit Free Press has been
conducting a particularly scurrilous
campaign against the C.I.O. unions.
It reached its height on the ques-
tion of union incorporation when
it declared in a recent editorial:
“A new type of labor leader op-
poses incorporation today because
it would protect the members of
unions from financial despoliation,
from the looting of union funds,
and would otherwise crimp the
style of union officers in defying
the law.”

This is a slimy and slanderous
attack against C.I.O. union leaders.
The charge of lawlessness and
rackeetring is fairly clear. If such
great benefits are to be secured
from incorporation for the mass of
American labor, why is it that the
tiltra-conservative William Green
also rejects incorporation? Be-
cause what is intended is not io
“protect the members of unions
from financial despoliation” but fo
lay open the weekly pay envelope
of every single union member to
raids by the employers in cases
where, in the opinion of a capital-
ist judge, the interests of the em-
ployers have been impaired by an
alleged breach of some contrac-
tual provision.

No labor leader can recommend
incorporation and hold very long
the trust and confidence of the
membership of his organization.
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Let the employers and their well-
greased barkers such as the Free
Press storm and rage, labor knows
where its interests lie.
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There is never a minute of mo-
notony in this labor movement of
ours. Comes the news that a rep-
resentative of the oil workers
union, affiliated with the C.I.O.
signed an agreement with an em-
ployer granting him the right to
discharge any worker for “anti-
American activities.” This, de-
clared the brilliant negotiator, is
his method of fighting communism
within the ranks of his union.

The sheer stupidity of signing
such a contract must be evident to
the most simple-minded worker.
The idea of permitting the em-
ployer to solve what is a strictly
inner-union problem establishes a
precedent which can be extremely
harmful to labor generally. Then
the question arises—what are “an-
ti-American activities”? Is that

.| such a simple matter to decide? If

the present boss outburst is to be
believed then the whole C.I.0. and
all its doings are strictly anti-
American. Isn’t the open shop as
distinctly “American” as ham and
eggs?

I haven’t seen the exact clause
signed but it would be of interest
to find out who will determine what
is “communism” or “anti-Amer-
icanism.” The boss himself? Or
will he recruit the able assistance
of some lantern-jawed low-brow of
a business agent ?

What is the C.I.O. doing to end
such travesties on union procedure
which endanger the conditions of
the workers in the shop?

Detroit almost had a labor tic-
ket in the field but that was before
the A. F. of L. cracked down and
before Frank X. Martel returned
from Geneva where he sat as a
delegate from the A. F. of L.

Delegates of some C.1.O. as well
as A.F. of L. unions gathered some
weeks ago and decided to endorse
Patrick H. O’Brien and place six
candidates for the Council, among
these two A. F. of L. men—Ed
Thal of the Building Trades Coun-
cil and Frank X. Martel of the De-
troit Federation of Labor.

The bigwigs in the A. F. of L.
were enraged at this open display
of fraternization and things began
to happen. A delegation from the
Building Trades Department came
from Washington and Ed Thal im-
mediately withdrew from the slate
—a matter of pure coincidence of
course.

Another strange coincidence in-
volves Martel. The minute he land-
ed the local press immediately ran
screamer heads to the effect that
Green was going to oust Martel for
being too friendly with the C.LO.
They even gave the name of his
successor. Amidst all this Williain
Green was strangely silent.

Then the Detroit Federation of
Labor met, scrapped the agree-
ment with the C.I.O. unions and
referred the whole matter of the
elections to the federation’s politi-
cal committee, This completely de-
stroved any possibility of a joint
CIO.-A F. of L. labor slate for
the municipal elections. And here
is where the second coincidence
comes in. Immediately after this
action Green issued a denial that
there was any intention to remove

Martel and the Detroit Federation |
itself raised Frank’s wages from

$6,500 to $7,800 a year.
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will continue his series of ar-
ticles on the tendencies in the
Auto Workers Union in the next
issue of Workers Age, his ar-
ticle, unfortunately, having
been received too late for pub-
lication in this issue.
®

THE SITUATION IN

THE SOVIET UNION
resolution of the International
Communist Opposition, approv-
ed by the National Council of
the Independent Communist

Labor League, will appear in
next week’s Workers Age.

POUM FRAMED
BY SPANISH CP

(Continued from Page 2)

hundred and fifty men were kept
in one hall with only one lavatory
for all of them. The food rations
are very inadequate. The prison-
ers only receive two plates of soup

and two pieces of bread each day. |

The foreign prisoners include
Frenchmen, Germans, Italians,
Dutch, Americans and Austrians.
The French delegation and I
were able to act on behalf of pri-
soners of our nationalities. There
were only two British political pri-
soners and I got them both releas-

“THOREZ IN POWER”

By D. S.

Paris, France

ASTILLE DAY this year was a

disappointment even to Amer-
ican tourists. Place de Bastille
and Place de la Nation, which
echoed last year to the tramp of
half a million workers shouting,
“Vive le Fronte Populaire” saw on
this July 14 a bare hundred thou-
sand. The taste of the new People’s
Front taxes is beginning to be bit-
ter in the mouths of the French
workers today.

Three-quarters of the demonstra-
tion was the Communist Party and
the party fractions in the C.G.T.
The socialists had a bad turnout,
the mnon-political trade wunionists
were all at home and the colonials
who formed an impressive part of
the Bastille Day parade in 1936
were very absent—their organiza-
tions having been suppressed. Slo-

ed. The French delegation was still
Occupied with this problem when
I left. We were not allowed to take
up the case of prisoners of other
nationalities, and one of my first
tasks in passing thru Paris on the
way home was to take steps to ar-
range for a permanent commission
representing all the nationalities
involved to go to Spain to act in
the interests of the prisoners from
other countries.

TROTSKYITES AND POUM

HE unscrupulous poison-pen

scribes of the Communist
Party press, here and abroad, never
tire of attacking the P.0.U.M. of
Spain as “Trotskyist.” The “Trots-
kyist P.O.U.M.” is the most com-
mon phrase in all of their inco-
herent ravings. In past issues of
the Workers Age, we have had oc-
casion to challenge and expose this
impudent falsification, We brought
forward documentary evidence to
show the bitter hostility of Leon
Trotsky himself and of the Amer-
ican Trotskyists to the P.0.U.M.
We are now in a position to sup-
plement this in a most authoritative
way. The July 1937 number (Eng-
lish edition) of the Information
Bulletin of the International Buro
for the Fourth International, the
official organ of the Trotskyist In-
ternational, is devoted entirely to
the Spanish question and the
P.O.U.M. And what do the Trots-
kyites say?

1. As to P.O.U.M. policy. “For
six years, they (the P.0.U.M. lead-
ers) have done everything possible
to subject this energetic and heroiv
proletariat of Spain to the most
terrible defeats” (page 6). “It
must be recognized that the
P.O.UM. has committed, and is
committing, fundamental errors
that bar the way to revolution”
(12). “They have completely aban-
doned the program, betrayed the
principles of the revolutionary
cause” (1). The P.0.U.M. leaders
are “menshevik traitors who cover
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themselves with quasi-bolshevik
formulas” (6). “We have nothing
in common with the policy of Nin,
nor with any who protect, cam-
ouflage or defend it”’(6).

2. As to the P.O.U.M. and the
Fourth International. “Nin and
Andrade have betrayed the banner
of the Fourth International” (3).
“Nin has disowned and betrayed
the idea of the Fourth Interna-
tional” (11). “They (the P.0.U.M.
leaders) . . . oppose violently the
slogan of the Fourth International,
refusing international collabora-
tion with the organizations of the
Fourth International” (9).

3. As to the P.O.U.M. attitude
toward the Trotskyites. “They
(the P.O.UM. leaders) combat
ideologically, even physically, the
Bolshevik-Leninists” (9). “The
violent campaign of the Executive
Committee of the P.0.U.M. against
Trotskyism . . .”(3). They are “de-
fending themselves every day from
being ‘trotskyites’ by means of fal-
sifications, columnies and clown-
ishness”(9).

4. As to the P.0.U.M. relations
with the International Communist
Opposition. “He who remains con-
nected with the Brandlers . . . can
only betray the proletariat on the
very eve of the combat or during
the combat” (4).

Well, gentlemen of the Daily
Worker, is the P.0.U.M. still
“Trotskyist” ?
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gans carried and shouted were in
the defensive spirit of the “pause,”
the truce in workers demands. The
greatest number of banners asked
for work for the young and aid for
the aged. “Everything for and
thru the People’s Front” appeared
often while the standard sign of
the Communist Party sections was
“Communism is peace—liberty—
happiness.” But the ery that rang
over all from party units, from
C.G.T. sections, from sport clubs
and fraternal groups was “Thorez
in power! Thorez in power!” Twen-
ty-foot square pictures of the
handsome blond communist leader
were cheered again and again with
the chant “Thorez in power!” The
reiterated slogan is the communist
answer to all grumblings at the
People’s Front.

Linked with_the Bastille Day
demonstration but far more inter-
esting and significant was a series
of events in the cafe strike. Called
at the beginning of July in the face
of a blunt refusal by the important
restaurant owners to apply the so-
cial laws—the 40-hour, 5-day week
—the strike had dragged for two
weeks in a disgracefully desultory
fashion. Trade union leaders, mind-
full of the wellbeing of France, the
tourist trade and the Paris Exposi-
tion, had called out only 6,000 of
the 40,000 workers in the industry
All faith was being placed in con-
ferences with the employers and in
arbitration.

On Bastille Day, groups of strik-
ers took the offensive without
benefit of union orders. In the
Champs-Elysee section, in Mont-
parnasse and along the Boulevard
Haussmann, the luxury cafes with
signs stating “This place remains
open” found their vast plate-glass
windows smashed, their tables
overturned, their chairs twisted
into scrap-iron

Early evening found the parade
ending and the strikers concen-
trated in the Place de la Nation.
They went to work on the cafes in
a thoro fashion and cleaned them
of both customers and glassware
in short order. There were few of
the Paris police present and, in any
case, the Paris cop is a gentle,
reasonable soul, more prone to ar-
gument than violence, But the law
was not without its upholders in
the persons of the Communist Par-
ty’s ‘“order service” which had
been policing the parade. Shouting
“Obey the law,” these squadrons
formed long lines to protect the
cafes and disperse the crowds,
holding the fort until the Garde
Mobile roared up by truckloads!
The Garde Mobile, incidentally, are
steel-helmeted, rifle-bearing gentry
much tougher and more ominous
than the city police.

Next day both communist and
socialist press denounced the “pro-
vocators” who had attempted to
smear French labor with the awful
name of law-breakers. The union
issued an official denial that its
members had done this heinous
deed. The cafe-owners swept up
broken glass and looked with mixed
feelings at the Garde Mobile and
police patrolling their premises
who, while they kept more windows
from being smashed, also intimi-
dated the customers who don’t like
to drink in the shadow of a rifle

Meanwhile the cafes stayed
closed!

Enjoy your vacation at

MODERN
COMRADELY ENVIRONMENT

Milton Matz, Bowry Creek Farm,

TRafalgar 7-2085.

BOWRY CREEK FARM

ACRA, GREENE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Most picturesque secticn of the Catskill Mcuntains

ACCOMODATIONS

Rates $16.00 per week

REDUCED FARES TO CATSKILL

Directions: To_Catskill by Hudson River Day

and New York Central Railroad al<o bus lines. From
bring you to the farm if informed in advan-e. For
Acra, N. Y.

— TTOMELIKE
— INDIVIDUAL

COOKING
ATTENTION

Line. Wes: Shore
Car<kill our car will
information write to
or call New York phone
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