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NLRB Orders
Ford Hearing

U.A.W. Rushes Big Drive
To Organize Plants;
Spread Union Paper

The National Labor Relations
Board, charging the Ford Motor
Company with responsibility for
“malicious and brutal assaults” on
organizers of the United Automo-
bile Workers, issued a complaint
against the company on June 26
and set July 6 for a hearing.

The complaint accuses the Ford
company of “interfering with, re-
straining and coercing” its work-
ers in order to prevent their union-
ization. These charges were made
specially in connection with the
beating of union organizers outside
the Ford River Rouge plant on
May 26.

* * *

Detroit, Mich.

Mass distribution of the first
Ford edition of the United Auto-
mobile Worker was carried out suc-
cessfully last week under threat of
armed servicemen in the area
around the River Rouge plant.

Circulation of the paper, which
is devoted to the problems of the
Ford worker, marked the intensifi-
cation of the U.A.W. campaign to
organize the only remaining major
shop in the industry as the Ford
organizing committee announced a
steadily increasing influx into the
union and a private investigation
of Ford’s latest company union.

The edition of 50,000 copies,
which was divided among U.A.W.
distributors at River Rouge, C.1.0.
newsboys in the downtown section
and various other union channels,
went at the rate of fifty a minute.

Eagerness of the men to get the
paper was evidenced when, in spite
of the prevalence of servicemen,
they took bundles from the hands
of distributors and helped spread
them in street cars and automobiles.
Propaganda that Ford’s employees
are prejudiced against the union
was definitely given the lie by these
developments.

The Ford edition will appear reg-
ularly every Wednesday.

C.1.O. SHOE UNION
MAKES GAINS

LOS ANGELES, CAL.—Among
the first of the CIO unions in Los
Angeles to negotiate a closed shop
and ‘thereby crack the scab con-
ditions heretofore existing in this
notoriously scab town, is the United
Shoe Workers of America, Local
122, which last week negotiated an
agreement with the Fern Shoe
Company, largest manufacturer in
Los Angeles. William Seligman,
who organized and led the drive
for the union stated that there
were also included in the agree-
ment provisions for the 40-hour
week, equal division of work, time
and a half for overtime, wage in-
crease, etc.

The signing of the agreement is
significaht insofar as it is the first
step in the eventual unionization
of the shoe manufacturing trade in
Los Angeles. To progressives in the
labor movement of the southwest it
is especially encouraging in that it
has been done in the face of the
usual bog of tricks emploved by
the stooges for the local Merchants
and Manufacturers Association,
that bulwark of reaction whose
motto seems to be “Thou shalt not
work for a decent wage in Los
Angeles.”

I.C.L.L. IN PROTEST
AGAINST ATTACKS
ON P.0.U.M.

HE Independent Communist
Labor League cabled its pro-
test against the arrest of Andres
Nin, leader of the P.O.U.M,, to
the Valencia and Barcelona gov-
ernments. The ILC.L.L. had
taken similar action upon learn-
ing of the suppression of the
P.0.U.M.’s paper, La Batalla,
and the arrest of its editor
Gorkin.
The cable, addressed to
Negrin and Companys, follows:
“We supporters of Spanish
struggle against fascism pro-
test arrest of Andres Nin, and
attempt to lump together in a
single trial revolutionary work-
ingclass leaders of the P.O.
U.M. with spies and fascists.
Independent Communist
Labor League
Jay Lovestone, Secretary
* % *

In reply to this, the following
cable was received from the Va-
lencia government on June 25,
pledging legal guarantees to
the leaders of the P.0.U.M. and
disclaiming any direct respon-
sibility for the arrests. The ca-
ble reads:

“Valencia. President and with
him Ministers in Cabinet ses-
sion to Jay Lovestone, Secretary
of the Independent Communist
Labor League:

“Replying to your telegram
concerning suspension campaign
P.0.U.M,, I inform you that the
Government of the Republic has
not slightest intervention in
those measures taken of a judi-
cial character in connection with
criminal acts and that arrested
will be given all guarantees of
regular procedure.

(Signed)

VAZQUEZ,
Secretary of the Presidency.”

Liberal Heads New
French Cabinet

Within a few hours after the res-
ignation of the Blum government, a
new People’s Front cabinet was
formed under the direction of Ca-
mille Chautemps, Radical leader.
In the new cabinet, Leon Blum oc-
cupies the post of vice-premier; as
for the rest, there are few signifi-
cant changes, the general party
composition remaining essentially
the same.

With the aid of Leon Blum and
Leon Jouhaux, head of the C.G.T.,
it proved possible to allay the re-
sentment of the working masses
at the elevation of the bourgeois
Radicals to open control of the
People’s Front government. Never-
theless, at the Socialist Party na-
tional council, held on June 22, the
proposal to participate in the new
government was carried against the
opposition of over a quarter of the
representatives, the vote being
3,972 to 1,369. The French Commu-
nist Party, on the other hand, not
only decided to support the Chau-
temps cabinet but even demanded
direct representation in it, which
was refused by the Radicals.

Chautemps, it will be remem-
bered, was the head of the Radical
cabinet during the Stavisky affair
in 1935; he was forced to resign
because of the resulting scandal.
The general tendency of the new
regime will undoubtedly be to steer

to the right at an even faster pace

LAUGH THIS OFF, TOM GIRDLER!

Rally of steel workers at gates of Republic mills at Warren, O.

Twenty-three thousand Italian
troops landed at Cadiz and
Malaga in the last few days,
the Spanish embassy in Lon-
don announced. In addition,
10,000 more Moors and legion-
aries were brought to Spain by
the insurgents.

In an address at Wurzburg,
Bavaria, on June 27, Chancellor
Hitler publicly admitted that the
Nazi regime was striving for
the victory of the Spanish reb-
els because it expected, as a re-
sult, to obtain iron ore from
Spain.

The capture of Bilbao by Gen-
eral Franco’s Italian forces, after
an eighty-day siege, became the oc-
casion for a sudden shift in Euro-
pean politics last week.

Apparently feeling that it was
now possible to throw off a little
more of the mask of “non-inter-
vention” with which the Cfascist
powers had disguised their pro-

than characterized Leon Blum’s
period of power.

On the whole, it appears that the
present cabinet will play a transi-
tiona!l role. Should the Radicals
feel in the coming months, that
conditions are favorable from their
own party standpoint, it is not al-
together out of the queston that
the Chamber may be dissolved and
new elections held. Otherwise,
Chautemps will very likely give
way to a third People’s Front cabi-
net, again under Leon Blum, for it
does not seem probable that, even
with the support promised him by
the socialist and communist lead-
ers, a bourgeois liberal politician
such as Chautemps will be able to
last very long in the present tense
state of class relations in France.

Fascist Powers Prepare New
Aggressions Against Spain

insurgent activities, Germany and
Italy withdrew from the Spanish
patrol blockade system, officially in
protest over an alleged attack on
the Nazi cruiser, Leipzig, and an-
nounced themselves prepared to
rush open aid to the rebels. Indeed,
on June 26, an unsigned article by
Mussolini in the Popolo d’Italia
flatly declared that Italy was go-
ing to see Franco thru to victory
and share considerably in the
“fruits” of this achievement. A re-
newed drive against Madrid was
outlined in this article.

Within a few days after the
taking of Bilbao, German tech-
nicians began to arrive in great
numbers to take over the rich min-
ing region and large smelting
works seized by the rebel armies
along the West banks of the Ner-
vion River. Other groups of Ger-
man engineers were engaged in
Bilbao in taking over the telephone
and transportation services.

While the fascist powers were
thus at work, the British Foreign
Office was busy in two directions.
In the first place, it was continu-
ing its old “conciliatory” policy,
trying to placate Germany espe-
cially by vielding bit by bit to their
political blackmail. In an address
on June 27, Hitler expressed open
contempt for these advances and
demanded greater concessions.

On the other hand, the British
were engaged in efforts to keep
their hold upon the natural re-
sources and industrial enterprises
in the Basque country. This, of
course, means reaching a “satis-
factory agreement” with the Bur-
gos clique. Franco’s headquarters
at Salamanca indicated that it
would use Bilbao’s mineral riches
to force recognition from Europe’s

(Continued on Page 7)

SWOC STRENGTHENS BATTLE
LINES AS MEDIATION FAILS

Republic Co. Defies
Wagner Act
Gov. Davey Sends Troops

To Protect Strikebreakers
In Johnstown

With the collapse of the efforts

.| of the Federal Mediation Board be-
| cause of the stubborn refusal of
| the “independent” steel concerns to

enter into any sort of conferences
with the S.W.0.C., the battle-lines

% |in the big steel organization drive

reformed and got into action again
last week. The Steel Mediation
Board had proposed that the
S.W.0.C. and the company heads
bargain collectively, reach an
agreement and sign a contract;
then, after the strike had been
called off and men returned to
work, an election under the aus-
pices of the N.L.R.B. be held; so
that, if the C.I.0. steel union would
win a majority, the contract would
become effective, otherwise it
would lapse. The S.W.0.C. was re-
ported to have accepted this pro-
posal in some form but Tom Gird-
ler and the other executives of
“little steel” rejected it offhand.
Indeed, at a Senate committee
hearing in Washington, Tom Gird-
ler openly declared that Republic
Steel would not, under any circum-
stances, enter into any collective
bargaining conferences with the
S.W.0.C. and would not reach any
agreement, oral or written. The
same attitude, in flat violation of
the Wagner Act, has been adopted
by the other steel companies in-
volved.

S.W.0.C. Mobilizes Forces

Meanwhile, the S.W.0.C., under
the leadership of Phillip Murray,
has resumed the fight and mobil-
ized over greater forces. A one-day
“labor holiday” and the threat of a
general strike at Warren, Ohio.,
forced the company to agree not
to increase the number of men now
at work in the steel plants there.
In Youngstown, Ohio, the strikers
picket lines are holding firm despite
the assistance given by Governor
Davey to the companies in opening
their mills with scabs and strike-
breakers. After a day or two of
uncertainty, this “liberal” governor
of Ohio began to follow true to
form. Altho he lifted martial law
from Youngstown and other steel
centers, he sent in state troops and
even an aircraft force to help Re-
public Steel and Youngstown Sheet
and Tube break the strike and open
the mills by smashing the strikers
picket lines. The C.I.O. has sent a
sharp protest ‘to Washington
against Governor Davey’s actions.

In Johnstown, Pa., as news came
that the steel mills were contem-
plating to reopen, thousands of
steel workers, aided by miners
from the neighboring territory, or-
ganized powerful picket lines to
meet the new offensive of the com-
panies.

A stir was created in Washing-
ton by the attack of Governor
Davey upon Secretary of Labor
Frances Perkins for her proposal
that the governor use his subpoena
power to get the steel operators to
come to a conference with the S.W.
0.C. and discuss the matters at
issue. This very reasonable proposal
was stigmatized by the reactionary

(Continued on Page 2)



The Civil War in Spain
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How Azana Prepared the Rebellion

By BERTRAM D. WOLFE

(T his is the second article in the series, “The Civil
War in Spain,” by Bertram D. Wolfe. The third
article will appear in the next issue—The Editor)

ANUEL AZANA is today the People’s Front
President of Spain. During the first days of
the Spanish Republic he was its War Minister:
in fact he assumed that post on the very day of
the Republic’s birth, April 14, 1931. His conduct
in that key post teaches the Spanish masses what
they can expect from the Republican leaders of
the People’s Front.

In’ periods of sharp class struggle and social
revolution, the armed forces become openly the
key to political power. They are the ultimate basis
on which rests the rule of any dominant class;
hence every revolution in history has found its
ultimate decision in the reorganizing of the armed
forces: in the disarming of the reactionary class
and the arming of the revolutionaries. Cromwell’s
Ironsides, France’s National Guard, Ireland’s Re-
publican Army, America’s Minute Men and Con-
tinental Army, Russia’s Red Guard and Red Army,
are all evidences of this truism.

But the Spanish Republican bourgeoisie is far
more afraid of the proletariat than it is of the
landowners. More than it fears feudalism, clerical-
ism and monarchism, it fears socialism; more than
the armed reaction, the armed masses. It is a
coward class afraid of its own destiny. Therefore
it dared not overthrow Primo de Rivera, dared
not overthrow Alfonso. When at last the masses
took things into their own hands, drove out dic-
tator and monarch, and handed the power to the
trembling “Republicans,” the latter, with Azafia
at their head, made-no move to disarm the feudal-
monarchist military apparatus. Rather did they
seek to “restore discipline,” keep the military ma-
chine intact, render it more “efficient.”

THE SpaNIsH ARMY

The war machine that Azafia took over was
one of the worst and most reactionary in Europe.
It had three times as many officers as the mighty
French military mechanism! They had been re-
cruited by the monarchy from the sons of the
feudal landowning families. They were monarch.
ists to their manicured finger tips. They had-se-
cured advancement by court intrigue and military
coups and replenished their purses by notorious
graft and corruption. The army had been for
decades a magnificent tax-eating machine, utterly
incompetent for national defense or imperialist
aggression, with a long and inglorious record of
defeats in Cuba, the Philippines and Morocco.
It was skilled only in military pronunciamientos
(the very word has passed into international
speech) and in fire at close range upon Spanish
peasants and workers. In this it was supplemented
by the hated Civil Guard with a record of half a
century of petty and brutal tyranny, and the
frontier and treasury guards known as the cara-
bineros. Azafa increased the army from 105,000
men to 130,000, the Civil Guard and police force
from 32,000 to 64,000; and the carabineros have
recently been increased under Negrin (as head of
the Treasury) from 4,000 to 40,000. To these, the
Republic added an entirely new military forma-
tion, the Assault Guards, who were supposed to
be pledged to loyalty to the Republic. Naturally,
nothing was said about loyalty to the workers and
peasants.

AzANA’s MILITARY REFORMS

The republican War Minister did try to reduce
the excessive number of officers. Naturally, he did
not propose to use “revolutionary” means like the
dismissal of monarchist generals and the appoint-
ment of republicans, nor the court-martial of those
whose hands were stained with the blood of Span-
ish workers and peasants and republican revolu-
tionaries. That would be too much like “confisca-
tion without compensation,” and these bourgeois
republicans ‘had a deep-going sympathy with the

- protection of all vested interests against “lawless
expropriation.” To induce a few generals to re-

sign, Azafia offered them retirement with full pay,
free passage on the railroads, preference in govern-

ment and professional employment. Only a few

officers took advantage of the offer, and they were
the best of them, men who hated the corrupt atmo-
sphere of army life or whose lives were made mis-
erable by their reactionary fellow officers because
they dared to sympathize with the Republic! But
the hard-boiled reactionaries, the adepts of con-
spiracy and pronunciamiento, the realists who rec-
cognized that the army was the key to political
power and to the maintenance of the privileges of
their class, remained at their posts and began to
plot for military dictatorship, monarchist restora-
tion and counter-revolution.

Tur Case oF GENErRaL Mora

General Emilio Mola had been one of the most
hated of the monarchist generals. When Primo de
Rivera fell and the throne itself was shaking, mil-
itary-dictator Berenguer had appointed him as Di-
rector of Public Safety in Madrid, rightly judging
him to be a ruthless defender of the status quo
against the aroused people. His bloody rule made
him more hated even than Alfonso and when the
King fled, the people went up and down the streets
of Madrid shouting: “Abajo Mola” (Down with
Mola)! He himself thought that his days were
numbered. “I left police headquarters,” he writes
in his memoirs, “by a service stairway, alone, as
a private citizen, and grabbing the first taxi that
I found on the street, I went to hid myself in the
house of a friend.” But Azaiia took him, trembling,
out of his hiding place and restored the “butcher
of the Battle of San Carlos” (where a few days
earlier his troops had fired on and killed a number
of demonstrating students) to his post as a general
in the army. Recognizing this as carte blanche to
continue his political activities, he immediately be-
gan to conspire with his fellow generals against the
Republic. When Gil Robles became War Minister
in 1934, General Mola was sent to Morocco where
he completed his plans for the mutiny of the For-
eign Legion. When Azafia became President in
February 1936, he was removed from Morocco
and sent to that center of feudal reaction, Navarre,
where in the garrison fortress of Pamplona, he
openly received emissaries from other parts of the
army and completed his conspiracy.

) The cases of General Franco, of General San-
jurjo, of General Goded, of General Queipo de
Llano, are dishearteningly similar. The last named
married the daughter of the first President of the
Republic, Alcald Zamora, and actually became
Chief of the Presidential Military Staff! General
Sanjurjo, Alfonso’s head of the hated Civil Guard,
was continued in his post as “protector of the
Republic” until, on August 10, 1932, he led an
uprising for the restoration of the monarchy. His
uprising failed thanks to a prompt and united gen-
eral strike of the anarchists, socialists and commu- |
nists and unaffiliated workers of Seville, where
the coup was attempted. Condemned to death,
.Sanjurjo was soon pardoned and released and died
in a plane accident in July 1936 returning from
Germany, after a conference with Hitler, to take
charge of the military rebellion.

TrE STRANGE CasE oF CoLONEL MANGADA

Illustrated on this page is the facsimile of an
amazing document. It is entitled, “Fascism in the
Army or the Union of Spanish Military Men.” Its
author is Colonel Julio Mangada, retired: its date
.of issue March 28, 1936, that is, before the upris-
ing of July of last year; and I purchased it at an
ordinary bookstore in Madrid.

The pamphlet tells how Colonel Mangada was

ping.” It is, of course quite another
matter to dispatch troops to Ohio’s
steel centers to aid the companies
break the strike.

THE WARNING THAT WAS IGNORED

El fascio en el Ejército

o la Unidén de Militares Espaifioles
(U. M. E))

JULIO MANGADA ROSENORN
Precio40 cts.

Cover of Col. Julio Mangada’s pamphlet, “Fascism in the Army

or the Union of Spanish Military Men.”—In this document,
published March 28, 1936,
plans of revolt of the fascist generals.

Col. Mangada exposed the

Persecution

The following letter was sent to
the Socialist Party by the I.C.L.L.
concerning the arrest of Andres
Nin, leader of the P.0.U.M., by
the Negrin government of Spain.

Letter to the Socialist Party

National Executive Committee
Socialist Party

New York City

June 19, 1937.
Dear Comrades,
In today’s New York Times, the
arrest of Andres Nin is publicly
and officially confirmed. According
to private advices we have re-
ceived from Barcelona, ‘La Batal-
la’ has been completely suppress-
ed. A number of other leaders of
.the P.0.U.M. have been arrested,
including Andrade and Gorkin.
The Times dispatch indicates an

SWOC STRENGTHENS
PICKET LINES

(Continued from Page 1)

“New Deal” governor of Ohio as
virtually amounting to “kidnap-

The struggle with the four big

S.P. Urged to Protest Against

of P.O.U.M.

attempt to lump together, in a
single trial, spies, fascists, and the
leaders of the P.0.U.M.

Your previous cable on working
class democracy had a very valu-
able and powerful effect in the in-
cidents arising earlier. We urge
you to cable now to Negrin, Com-
panys, and to the Socialist Party
of Spain asking for the restoration
of the circulation privileges of ‘La
Batalla’ and the release of the
leaders of the P.0.U.M. We are also
cabling, and ask you to urge other
working class organizations to do
the same. An appeal from you to
the Labor and Socialist Interna-
tional would be very worthwhile.

Please let us know what action
you are ‘taking in this matter. We
suggest the consideration of joint
public meetings and actions of our
two organizations and others and
would be very glad to meet with
you on this matter.

Fraternally yours,
Jay Lovestone, Secretary

court-martialled, jailed, driven out of the army,
for the sole crime of loyalty to the Republic. It
reveals that the military conspiracy which brought

“about the rebellion of July 1936 had been going

on since April 1931, throughout the existence of

:the Republic. It shows Mangada repeatedly warn-

ing his superiors, War Minister Azafia and the lat-

ter’s successors, Martinez Barrio and Hidalgo, of

the plot against the Republic. It gives details of

the conspiracy, names, dates, plans, documents,
(Continued on Page 7)

“independents” in the steel indus-
try, producing nearly 27% of the
industry’s output, is now about
regching its most acute stage. In
this struggle, in which the steel
workers are backed up by the labor
movement and progressive public
opinion thruout the country, there
can be no other outcome but vie-
tory. The Tom Girdlers of steel
will, in the end, be forced to rec-
ognize labor’s right of collective
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NEWS GUILD PREPARESTO
RESIST PUBLISHERS

By D. S.
OLLAPSE of Hearst’'s New
. York American on June 25
and the impendnig suicide of
more units in the publishing em-
pire of the Lord of San Simeon,
leave the American Newspaper
Guild facing the ‘tensest situation
in its three years of existence.
For forty-two years under
Hearst’s ownership the American
has been the brightest light in his
newspaper constellation altho it
never made money. It will conti-
nue to publish a Sunday edition,
its various features and press as-
sociation franchises being distrib-
uted to the Mirror and the Jour-
nal. Fourteen hundred employees
in the business and editorial de-
partments are threatened with dis-
charge.

More Hearst Papers Going

Other Hearst papers slated to
die are the Chicago Examiner, the
San Francisco Examiner, Hearst’s
original sheet, and the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer. The Washington Her-
ald will be leased to Eleanor Pat-
terson, thus adding it to the Chi-
cago Tribune-New York News
group. In brief, the “Hearst Em-
pire” is to become a petty king-
dom. Behind this lies the financial
crisis which has assailed Hearst
ever since S.E.C. rules made it im-
possible for him to foist stock on
the public and his employees. A
recent request for a debenture is-
sue of $35,200,000, filed with the
S.E.C., brought violent protests
against the notorious financial jug-
glery by which Hearst’s personal
expenses became inextricably con-
fused with the business costs of
his papers. By junking his money-
losing papers, the publisher ex-
pects to leave a compacter group
for his amiable but characterless
son to conduct—without, it must
be noted, the benefits of Hearst’s
one-man brain trust, the late Ar-
thur Brisbane.

Undoubtedly supplied with ad-
vance information of Hearst’s dras-
tic slash, the American Newspaper
Publishers Association and nine
other publishers and editors
groups, representing a vast major-
ity of America’s 1900 papers, called
an extraordinary convention in
Chicago for June 29. Only one or-
der of business was to be considered
—how to crush the growing power
of the Newspaper Guild. The call
to this open-shop forum stated:

The Publishers Mobilize

“The American Newspaper Guild
at its convention voted to leave the
ranks of the A. F. of L. and to
affiliate with the C.I.O. In addition,
the Guild is demanding closed shop
contracts. The issue is whether or
not the newspapers of this coun-
try should submit to the Guild’s
demand for a closed shop. This is a
most serious threat to a free press
and consequently to the liberties
of a free people.”

These noble defenders of ‘the free
press were far too busy dancing
around the Liberty Pole to note
that the Guild convention did not
ask for a closed shop. It demanded
only the “Guild” or preferential
shop but made that mandatory in
all contracts so as to prevent re-
currence of such agreements as the
recent Scripps-Howard pacts which
permitted a wide open shop. The
press freedom publishers want is
best revealed in the following com-
ment of Editor & Publisher: “Added
poignancy to the feeling of peril
thru the closed Guild shop is given
by the Guild’s championship of the
C.I1.0O. . . . Deliberations of the
convention left no doubt that the
American Newspaper Guild is first
and last a labor union. ...”

The publishers efforts to make
the Guild a tame housecat have
failed completely. They tried to
prevent it from becoming an eco-
nomic organization, tried to keep
it out of the A. F. of L., tried to
check C.I.0. affiliation. Despite
blandishments and threats, the

of 12,000, has signed 47 contracts
and won higher standards for news-
papermen thruout the country.
With affiliation to ‘the C.I.O., it
broadened its jurisdiction to in-
clude business employees of news-
papers so that the next year will
see a tremendous growth in mem-
bership and in fighting power.
Thousands of newspaper men
face unemployment as a result of
tthe Hearst layoffs, the cuts in
W.P.A. personnel and retrench-
ment on such papers as the Chica-
go Daily News and Tribune. The
Guild faces a frontal attack from
the publishers association, one of
the richest and certainly the most
influential group in the country.
Behind the Guild lies the loyalty of
its members and, today, the sup-
port of the vast armies organized
in the C.I.O.

Most immediate is the task of
combating Hearst’s curtailments.
Tho that astute publisher has
equivocated and squirmed when
the Guild demanded a clear state-
ment of policy, he cannot perma-
nently avoid making a commit-
ment. A united strike of mechan-
ical, editorial and business work-
ers on the Mirror and the Journal
(and possibly on many other
Hearst papers) will be the most
effective defense not only against
firings but against the general
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Farm Unions Plan

National Body

Officials of the Southern Tenant
Farmers’ Union have endorsed a
call for a national convention of
all agricultural workers to be held
at Denver, Colorado on July 9th,
10th and 11th. This endorsement
was given in response to a tele-
gram from Donald Henderson,
chairman of the National Commit-
tee for Organization of Agricul-
tural and Rural Workers, address-
ed to J. R. Butler, President of the
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union.

According to the telegram the
National Convention will establish
an International Union of Agricul-
tural Workers and will decide
whether %o affiliate with the C.I.O.
The message stated that over fifty
local unions, representing some
75,000 workers had already signed
the call.

The Southern Tenant Farmers’
Union is favorably inclined to-
ward affiliation with the Commit-
tee for Industrial Organization, and
expects that the union might
become an affiliate of an interna-
tional union provided it was given
autonomy and jurisdiction over the
cotton field workers of the mid-
south and southwestern states and
was also allowed to retain its
name. The Southern Tenant Farm-
ers’ Union has an enrolled mem-
bership of approximately 35,000
members and constitutes the
largest single group of organized
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WHAT IS THE NEW DEAL
LABOR POLICY?

By WILL HERBERG
N their recent activities in the
steel and automobile situations,
President Roosevelt and such New
Deal governors as Murphy and
Earle have exhibited, by and large,
an attitude towards labor that
could probably stand comparison
with that of some of the much-
advertised socialist or socialist-
coalition governments of Europe.
This fact may appear puzzling in
view of the political class composi-
tion of the Roosevelt administra-
tion, but a fact it is. It would be
easy to wave the whole question
aside with glib references o
demagogy or political strategy;
these factors undoubtedly play a
big role but they are not by any
means all there is to it. And if our
Marxism is to be more than a
sterile, scholastic formula, it can-
not refuse to look facts in the face;
it must be ready to approach them
and the problems that arise from
them in a realistic manner, free
from abstract dogma or precon-
ceptions that will not stand the
test of experience.
The Economic Crisis And The
New Deal
The fatal defects of the capital-
ist system as a going concern are
both economic and social in charac-
ter—the inherent disproportion be-

publishers offensive.

farm labor.

tween society’s capacities of pro-

On June 7, 1937, John L. Lewis,
representing the United Mine
Workers and the C.I.O., testified at
the hearings of the joint Congres-
sional committee on the Black-Con-
nery Wages-and-Hours Bill. Im-
portant parts of President Lewis’s
testimony, including his objections
to the wage-fixing provisions of
Section 5, are presented below:

TESTIMONY OF PRESIDENT
JOHN L. LEWIS

We, of the United Mine Workers
of America and the Committee for
Industrial Organization, wish to
pledge our general support to the
principle of the minimum wage and
maximum work-week as contained
in the legislation which your com-
mittee now has under considera-
tion. In commenting on the bill, I
shall have some constructive
changes and ‘suggestions iwhich I
deem vitally important and which
I wish to place before you ...

It is unnecessary to state that,
before its enactment, definite stan-
dards as to minimum rates of pay
and maximum hours of work should
be incorporated in the present bill.
My recommendation as to rates of
pay is a minimum of 40c per hour.
As to hours of work, the standard,
in my opinion, should be five days
of seven hours each, or 35 hours
per week, with authority granted
to the Board to extend to a 40-
hour maximum or to reduce to a
30-hour maximum, when the
Board’s investigationsreveals that
a 30-hour maximum work-week in
specific industries is practicable or,
on the other hand, where a 40-
hour work-week would appear to
be temporarily necessary.

Under these conditions, the stan-
dard weekly wage, regardless of
sex, would be $14, which should
also obtain for the 30-hour week
and be increased to $16 for the 40-
hour weekly maximum. Personally,
I am a firm believer in the prac-
ticability, under proper industrial
policy and control, of a 30-hour
work-week. . . . C

Against Wage Differentials
1 am firmly opposed to wage dif-
ferentials based on geography.
Usually, this is no more than a
plea for the continuance of low liv-
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states. Such a differential has ab-
solutely no justification. . . .

As to changes in the bill, T wish
to say that, in my judgment, the
pending legislation would be great-
ly simplified and more satisfactory
if Section 5 of the bill and other
provisions  connected therewith
should be eliminated. . . . Unfortu-
nately, the pending bill, instead of
setting up one “gtandard” or
“right” as to minimum wages, pro-
vides for two standards or, in other
words, it provides for two methods
of establishing minimum wage
rates, designated respectively as
the “minimum wage standard” and
the “minimum fair wage,” the first
being 40c an hour, or approximate-
1y $800 per annum (50 weeks of 40
hours each), and the second cover-
ing a range, subject to the Labor
Standards Board, from 40c to 60c
an hour, or maximum yearly earn-
ings of $1,200. .

The first, or real minimum is
based on a straightout declaration
that no employer in industries en-
gaged in interstate commerce shall
pay any employee less than 40c per
hour. Such a standard is simple,
clear and easy of application by an
administrative board.

Section 5 Is Wage-Fixing

The second standard set forth in
this bill, the “minimum fg.ir
wages,” is defined as “a wage fair-
ly and reasonably commensurate
with the value of the service or
class of service rendered.” It mgst
needs be fixed by exhaustive in-
vestigation and administrative or
judicial determination and after
the Board has been advised by the
parties in interest. It was perhaps
intended to be a step forward from
the “minimum wage standard” in
order to cover up semi-skilled or
skilled workers but unfortunately
it sets up standards that disclose
it to be a wage-fixing measure.

The worker does not receive such
a wage as a fundamental right
which he can invoke against the
employer. It can only be established
by the Labor Standards Board
«whenever the Board shall have
reason to believe that, owing to the
inadequacy or ineffectiveness of the

facilities for collective bgrgaining,
wages lower than a minimum fair
wage are paid to employees in any

occupation. . . . 7 It amounts
to wage-fixing by a governmental
agency made in consideration of all
the equities involved. . . .

1, therefore, recommend that
Section 5, relative to “a minimum
fair wage” and related sections, be
dropped from the Act. Further-
moge, as a representative of the
United Mine Workers and the
C.1.O., I wish to say that we are
willing to stand, as a beginning,
upon the “minimum wage stan-
dard” of 40c per hour. We should
adhere, I am convinced, to the min-
imum basic wage as a fundamental
right of employees, and not con-
fuse or impede progress by ex-
periments in wage-flxing and such.

It is necessary for me to add
further that it is my conviction also
that any sanction for action by the
Labor Standards Board such as “the
inadequacy or the ineffectiveness
of the facilities for collective bar-
gaining,” as set forth in Section 5
as a basis for establishing a “min-
imum fair wage” would be futile.
Moreover, in my judgment, it would
inevitably bring the administration
of the bill into an unfortunate con-
flict with the Wagner Labor Rela-
tions Act and, in this connection, I
suggest that there should be an ex-
press provision in the bill ‘that
nothing therein contained shall be
held to repeal, amend or modify
the National Labor Relations Act
or any of its provisions.

Minimum Wage No Living Wage

It is a rather sad commentary on
American wage rates to say that,
no matter how low a minimum may
be established, it would benefit
great numbers of workers. . .. But
I should think it would be a calam-
ity that such a wage minimum as
that referred to should in any way
be construed as a living wage.

The labor movement with which
I am associated is interested in
securing for every American un-
skilled worker a living wage—that
is to say, a minimum income upon
which he can maintain himself and
his family at the level of healthy
and decent living. The skilled
worker, should, of course, receive
a higher wage in accordance with
his skill and training. But every
worker, no matter how humble his

duction and consumption under the
given circumstances as well as the
social unrest of the producing
masses. What happens when the
mechanism of capitalist production
breaks down under the impact of
its own inner contradictions we had
a good opportunity of witnessing
in the years following 1929.

The ever worsening economic
crisis, the spreading social chaos
and confusion, presented a serious
problem to the dominant capitalist
interests of the country and to the
federal government. Complete eco-
nomic collapse seemed to be star-
ing the nation in the face. Deep
discontent, a mood of aching dis-
satisfaction and unrest, was sweep-
ing the land. For the first time,
fear and uncertainty began to grip
the ruling classes, fear mot so
much of revolution, altho that was
there too, but of the imminent col-
lapse of the whole capitalist struc-
ture about their ears. The old, time-
dishonored methods of Harding-
Coolidge-Hoover “normalcy” proved
completely ineffective in the crisis
and even Hoover began to abandon
them towards the end of his term.
More or less spontaneously, from
every direction, from among future
brain trusters and from Chamber
of Commerce committees, arose a
new gospel of governmental action
calculated to do something about
putting the capitalist system on its
feet again. This new gospel soon
began to take on body and form
in a plan of action designed not
only to meet the immediate emer-
gency but also to effect a long-
range stabilization of the economic
and social structure. In the pro-
gram thus developed, the chief
points bearing directly upon labor
were the following:

1. economic rehabilitation thru
the organizational rationalization
of business enterprise (carteliza-
tion) under governmental control
and supervision.

2. economic revival thru govern-
mental spending (relief, public
works), thru increasing the pur-
chasing power or the mrasses, re-
ducing hours, ete.

3. social order and peace thru a
careful policy of reforms and con-
cessions (social security legisla-
tion, encouragement of collective
bargaining), thru the governmental
supervision and control of union-
ism, ete.

Unity Of Aim—Difference As
To Methods

It was over this program that
the elections of 1932 and especially
those of 1936 were fought. In his
efforts to put a New Deal of this
sort into operation, Roosevelt has
met tremendous and increasing
resistance in the ranks of big busi-
ness. And yet, betweerr the Presi-
dent and such ppponents, there
never have been and there are not
now any differences of fundamental
aim or purpose. Both stand on the
basis of the capitalist system and
both want to stabilize and per-
petuate it. But they disagree
basically as to ways and means and
these differences go deep and far.
Both agree that labor should not
be allowed to get out of hand and
to challenge, directly or indirectly,
basic business interests. Neither
has any use for working class in-
dependence or militancy. But the
reactionaries want to accomplish
their ends by what they regard as
the old, reliable, tried-and-true
methods of cracking down hard
and ruthlessly. Roosevelt would
achieve the same ends thru judici-
ous reforms and thru the ‘“domes-
tication” of labor—which, in its
immediate and short-range con-
sequences, obviously implies a far
different attitude to the labor
movement.

Against this background, it
should not be difficult to understand
the real nature of the New Deal

(Continued on Page 8)
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THE NEW FRENCH CABINET

E replacement of the cabinet of the socialist,

Leon Blum, by the cabinet of the liberal, Ca-
mille Chautemps, represents a significant shift in the
internal relations of the People’s Front as well as in
the relations between the People’s Front regime and
the French masses. For it must be understood that
the Blum government did not “fall” in the usual
sense of the word, in the sense that it could not
have continued in office had it wanted to. Faced with
the increasing hostility of the die-hard right wing
faction of the Radicals and an unmistakable lack
of enthusiasm among the more moderate elements
of that party, yet unwilling to rally to his support
the laboring masses with whom his relations had
become rather strained, Leon Blum felt the time had
come for him to retire to the background and allow
the Radicals to come to the fore in their own right.
In this manouver he showed his usual keen under-
standing of how the game of bourgeois parliamen-
tary politics is played in a country like France.

The new cabinet is headed by Camille Chautemps,
the Radical premier of Stavisky fame, and includes
all of the elements in the previous government in a
slightly different proportion. The chief significance
of the change is that now the real political masters
of the People’s Front, the bourgeois liberals, have
taken over personal direction of affairs instead of
confining themselves, as they had done in the recent
past, to ‘“exerting pressure” upon (read: giving
orders to) the socialist premier. Thereby the People’s
Front, as the political coalition of proletarian and
liberal bourgeois parties, assumes its natural and
proper form, in which the appearance is in conso-
nance with the reality. French capital will continue to
“put thru the policies of the right with the men of
the left,” but now it will be able to work more direct-
ly thru its own trusted representatives.

The course of the new People’s Front cabinet is
not hard to chart—it will continue and speed up Leon
Blum’s drive to the right. Its financial policy will be
somewhat more cautious but therefore even more
reactionary. In foreign or Spanish affairs, there will

be no change; the French Foreign Office will remain
a continental agency of Downing Street. And, of
course, the “pause,” the breathing-spell in initiating
new reforms and carrying out old ones, will become

even more than ever the sacred touchstone of Peo-
ple’s Front politics!

But apparently things are not quite so simple as
far as the masses of the workers are concerned.
Fesentment among the socialists seems to be mount-
ing. Over a quarter of the votes at the recent na-
tional council of the S.F.1O. were cast against par-
ticipation in the new government, and this despite
Leon Blum’s personal plea for “sharing power” with
the Radicals. In the C.G.T., it proved difficult for
Jouhaux to clamp the lid down under a socialist
premier; is he likely to be any more successful with
the Radicals openly running the government? Only
in the Communist Party are things quiet—on the
surface, at least. As the special champion of the
People’s Front idea, the C.P. naturally declared itself
ready to support Chautemps. It even went so far as
to demand representation in the coalition cabinet;
fortunately this piece of foolhardy opportunism was
frustrated by the quite intelligible opposition of the
Radicals. But in the Communist Party there are pro-
letarians and upon them too the inevitable course
of events will leave its mark.

The People’s Front “experiment”—really no ex-
periment at all but merely a somewhat revamped
version of the old and discredited Left Block—thus
enters upon a new stage of its development. If, as
is only too obvious, it will not bring the French
masses any special boons in the way of social wel-
fare or security against fascism, then it may at
least contribute to their political clarification and
to their eventual turn towards tactics of effective
elass struggle.
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FASCIST

Sammiung Goschen

GERMAN WORKERS SPREAD LEWIS’S ANTI-

ADDRESS

Deutsches
Fremdwoérterbuch

Von

Dr. Rudotf Kleinpaul
in Leipzig-Gohlis

Zwaite, verbesserte Aufiage

Leipzig
€. J. Gdschen'sche Verlegsnandiung
.7

John L. Lewis’s attack on Hitler fascism, secretly printed and
distributed in Germany, disguised as a work on linguistics

wen: der Di Latin von Michel Breal
und Anatols Bailly (Paris, ist gans

des letzteren Dictionnaire Grec-Francais (Paris, Hachette,
1930) eine Musterieistung. Auch fUir eine der wichtigsten Quel-
lenangaben, das Arabische, wird man bei unseren Orientalisten
mmeummmmmnmmswun-
‘wesen sind. Wenn es sick dagegen um die modernen

ischen Sprachen handelt, 5o bat man sich suf die -
whrterbucher zu stiitzen, im Franadsischen auf den Litirs,
im Englischen auf den von Whitney herausgegebenen Century
meonry.‘:;mummmm groase Wirterbuch von
Tommaseo Ballini oder auf das Vi

Pariate von. migetins ‘ocabolario dells Lingua

Rede, en von dem amerikanischen Gewerkscnaftafihrer
. WIS, ich _der onstration,
Madison Square Garden, New York City, am 15. Mitrz 1937,

Wir sind heute hier Zusammengekomm; um’ Dinge
Sprache zu bringen, mamdeaancml:'mmdmefr"::
heitliebenden Manschen dieses Laodes tief betroffen fuhlen
missen, Meine Worte bezieben sich auf die furchtbare Lage,
in der sich die deutschen Arbeiter befinden. Ste besagen aber
aicht nur, dass wir die Leiden unserer deutschen Brider und
Schwestern mitempfinden; mich leitet auch der Gedanke an

lies:ms u:n; Warnung dienen lassen miissen.
e Sonen sich ein ungefihres Bild Zustinde

machen, die in 1 un! Ku:-xm b mu:
Zur Macht gekommen war, tat sich die organisierte Arbeiter.
achaft mi} der organisierten Arbeiterschaft anderer Linder
mlmmuMmmguelmwumeer
ren. Wir erkliirten damals, dass wir diesen Boykott nur dann
aufheben wiirden, wenn die deutschen Arbeiter die volle Koa-

gt, und die 5
genisrt batten. aut

O ONE had any reason to ex-
pect that Norman Thomas
would come back from Spain a
thorogoing Marxist or convinced
that along the revolutionary so-
cialist road alone lies the salvation
of the Spanish masses in their life-
and-death struggle against the
forces of fascism, domestic and
foreign. For Thomas has always
been a moderate, reformistic social-
ist and such he remains today, even
tho the political fates have made
him head of a party that pretends
to be both Marxian and revolution-
ary. It was quite in the nature of
things, therefore, that Thomas
should return to this country full
of praise for the reactionary
Negrin-Prieto cabinet and full of
reproof for the course followed by
the P.O.UM. and the left ele-
ments of the C.N.T. In praising
Negrin, Norman Thomas simply
lauds his own reformism; in re-
proving the P.0.U.M., he merely
reproves his own critics from the
left.
But one thing we had a right to
expect of Norman Thomas and
that is political honesty, a frank
and candid presentation of the
facts. Can we say that he has lived
up to these expectations? Let the
reader judge!

_In the June 19 issue of the So-
cialist Call, Thomas discusses what
he calls the “revolt of the Anar-
chists.” And he goes on to say:
“Bilbao need never have been so
sorely pressed if a proper offensive
could have been begun in time on
the Aragon front. There were many
factors in preventing or delaying
that offensive and no individual or
group can take all the blame.
Nevertheless, one factor in the
delay was the rising in Catalonia
for which the Anarchists and the
P.0.U.M. were responsible . ., .”

‘fThe rising in Catalonia for
which the Anarchists and the P.O.
U.M. were responsible. . . .” How
can Comrade Thomas repeat these
monstrous words with any regard
for common decency? There is the
most abundant evidence at hand—
and Cc_;mrade Thomas is surely well
acquainted with this material—to
prove irrefutably that the May
events in Barcelona were the direct
result of the deliberate provoca-
tions of the P.S.U.C. (the Comin-
tern party in Catalonia), that the
disturbances began when the un-
speakable P.S.U.C. official, Salas,
made a wanton and unprovoked at-
tack upon the C.N.T. telephone ex-
change building and that the
fighting continued as a measure of
elementaxjy self-defence on the part
of the advanced sections of the
Barcelona proletariat. Consult the
giocuments presented in the May 12
issue of the C.N.T.-F.A.I. Boletin
de Informacion. Consult the May 4
and May 11 issues of Adelante,

HAS THOMAS JOINED THE
CHORUS OF SLANDER?

Largo Caballero. Consult the re-
ports of Fenner Brockway, John
McNair and others I.L.P. leaders.
Specifically, point by point, on the
basis of facts established beyond
challenge, the responsibility for the
May events is placed at the door
of the P.S.U.C. provocators. But
Norman Thomas can still permit
himself to declare that the “rising”
was started by the Anarchists and
the P.0.U.M.! It is an old trick to
throw all the blame for an out-
rageous attack upon the victims
themselves!

“Nevertheless, one factor in the
delay (on the Aragon front) was
the rising in Catalonia. . . .” But,
Comrade Thomas, your so-called
“rising” began on May 3. How
about the “delay” for weeks and
months before? Also the responsi-
bility of the Anarchists and the
P.O.UM.? Perhaps you might be
interested in the testimony of
Liston Oak, until recently an of-
ficial communist journalist work-
ing for the Valencia government.
In an article in the May 15 issue
of 'the New Statesman and Nation
(London), he charges:

“All has been quiet on the
Aragon front, key to winning the
war, because the government dared
not give the Anarchist and P.O.
U.M. militiamen too many machine-
guns.”

How does that sound, Comrade
Thomas? Apparently, the govern-
ment at Valencia stood more in
fear of the “internal enemy,” the
revolutionary sections of the prole-
tariat, than of the “foreign enemy,”
Franco and his fascist hordes! Ap-
parently this miserable regime was
quite ready to sacrifice the most
strategic battle-front out of fear
of putting arms in the hands of
the revolutionary workers of Cata-
lonia! Why don’t you look in this
direction for the “delay” on the
Aragon front, Comrade Thomas?
As a matter of fact, the C.N.T.
and the P.0.U.M. proved far more
concerned about the fate of the
Aragon front than the Valencia
government. As soon as the fight-
ing broke out in Barcelona, the
leadership of the C.N.T. sent
special emissaries to the C.N.T.
battalions on the Aragon front to
persuade their followers not to
leave the front for the purpose of
intervening in the struggle at
home. Is this not a fact worthy of
mention, Comrade Thomas?

Are we to believe that Norman
Thomas has, deliberately and with
the full knowledge of all that it im-
plies, joined the band of howling
dervishes of slander that are now
t}'ying to overwhelmn the revolu-
tionary proletarian organizations
of Spain with the same unscrupul-
ous calumny that their forerunners
in the Russia of twenty years ago
heaped upon the Bolsheviks in July

By Lambda

EUROPE TODAY

Blum Regime Failed In Fields Of
Domestic and Foreign Policy

(The following article by Lambda, our foreign corre-
spondent, evaluating the record of the first year of the
Blum government, was written before the fall of that
government.—The Editor)

* * »

A YEAR OF THE PEOPLE’S FRONT

EN the People’s Front experiment was in-

itiated in France in June 1936, we were as-
sured that it would be quite different from the fam-
iliar coalition politics which had brought such dis-
astrous results in Germany and elsewhere. The dif-
ference lay, it was alleged, in the fact that, in Popular
Front politics, the working class would determine the
policy, would “lead” the bourgeoisie, while in re-
formist coalition politics with bourgeois parties, the
bourgeoisie had always been the leader. We do not
intend here to examine the political logic on which
this assertion was based. Let us test the facts.

In June 1936, there took place a great and spon-
taneous strike movement in France. At that time it
was still possible to credit the People’s Front with
the results of this strike wave. Today, every French
worker realizes that these results arose solely out
of the action of the masses and that the role of the
Blum government was something quite different.

What is the situation today?

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS UNDER THE
PEOPLE’S FRONT

The carrying out of the 40-hour week law has been
systematically delayed and sabotaged so that today,
nearly twelve months after the law was enacted, it
has not yet been generally put into force. The in-
creases in wages, obtained during the June days,
have been cancelled with one stroke by the deprecia-
tion of the franc and by an unprecedented rise in
prices. The proposal to compensate the workers for
depreciation by means of a sliding wage scale was
rejected. Prices are still rising and further depre-
ciation of the franc is expected. Under pressure of
the Radical-Socialists, both the French Communist
Party and the French Socialist Party agreed to the
depreciation proposal in parliament and thereby took
responsibility for all of its consequences.

Following the wave of strikes, the workers stream-
ed into the unions wholesale. The C.G.T. swelled to
five million members. Meanwhile, however, the em-
ployers began dismissing workers because of their
trade union membership. They deliberately set to work
building up “yellow” (company) unions from among
the fascist elements in the factories. Factory dele-
gates were dismissed to make room for known fas-
cists. When, after the blood-bath at Clichy, the work-
ers in many plants wanted to throw out the fascists,
the union officialdom indignantly repudiated these
measures of self-protection and the employers an-
swered with a series of dismissals. At the same time,
the employers openly took measures to evade their
obligations under the new social legislation by re-
placing factory work with home work. But neither
the government nor the trade union officials have
done anything about it. The old reformist trade
unions of pre-Hitler Germany never permitted such
widespread and brazen violations of collective agree-
ments as.are taking place today under the People’s
Front regime.

HOW THE PEOPLE’S FRONT WORKS

How are such things possible? Very simply! The
People’s Front government, the trade unions, the
Communist Party and the Socialist Party have
worked together according to plan to obstruct every
advance of the class struggle—first, the occupation
of the factories, then the strikes themselves, then
all militant trade union action—*“in the interests of
economic reconstruction.” The socialist and commu-
nist papers boast daily that France is today the
country with the least social unrest! The workers
are told that they should keep in mind the need for
“peace” during the International Exposition, that
they should remember that any signs of social unrest
would be exploited by Hitler. In this way, the Peo-
ple’s Front and all its parties have functioned to
dampen the class struggle and to obstruct it in every
way. To the degree, however, that the mass action of
the workers began to die down, the employers felt
free to launch their counter-offensive and to deprive
the masses of the gains won during the June days.

the paper of the U.G.T. and of
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‘must be somewhat bewildered by
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VEN the most obedient and
devout of official communists

the latest events in the U.S.S.R.,
and we, who have been for years in
opposition to the Stalin regime in
the Comintern and to the entire
hero-cult theory and practice that
has afflicted the C.P.S.U., do not
hesitate to declare that we are
profoundly disturbed by these
events.

It is most unfortunate that there
is so little objective material at
hand and that one is, therefore,
much handicapped in arriving at
definite conclusions about a whole
chain of incidents—beginning with
the Zinoviev execution and so pain-
fully dramatized a few days ago
when seven generals and a marshal
of the Red Army fell before a
firing squad. The end is still not in
sight.

We of the International Commu-
nist Opposition, we of its Amer-
ican affiliate, the Independent Com-
munist Labor League, will official-
ly evaluate the latest trend of de-
velopments in the U.S.S.R. as soon
as additional factual material is
at hand. To attempt to arrive at a
conclusion in the present frantic
atmosphere and on the basis of

THE MEANING O

by the leaders of ‘the American
C.P. and the Comintern, would
be utterly futile. To consider seri-
ously the “explanations” offered by
Trotsky and his “ites” would be
equally suicidal from the point of
view of objectivity.

Today, more than ever before, it
is obvious to all that Stalinism is
only Trotskyism standing on its
head and that Trotskyism is only
frustrated Stalinism inverted. Now
more ‘than ever in the past it is
clear that we must continue to
reject with redoubled conviction
and vigor both Stalinism and
Trotskyism as definitely detri-
mental to the best interests of the
international working class.

With this in mind the writer is
taking the doubtful privilege of
thinking aloud in behalf of him-
self—not for the organization—of
giving his own individual opinions.
I state frankly that my present
ideas on the latest Russian events
are tentative, incomplete, and
therefore subject to alteration,
should subsequently obtained ma-
‘terial or developments warrant it.
However, even today, with all the
obstacles still in the path of grasp-
ing what is really happening in
the Soviet Union, certain facts and

the deliberate flight from reality

Great Discontent in the Soviet Union

There is great discontent in the
U.S.S.R. This is not occasioned by
the ambitions of an individual seek-
ing an outlet. Nor are we dealing
here with a clique conspiracy or
with a handful of disappointed
plotters who happened to have
sneaked into the highest ranks of
leadership. It is certain that the
discontent has widespread ramifi-
cations. There is not an agency of
Soviet economy, political, cultural,
or military life that is not affected,
that has not been seriously per-
meated with this dissatisfaction.

It is with the deepest regret
that I must admit that there is an
acute crisis in the regime, in the
inner life of the Communist Par-
ty of the Soviet Union. Tho 'the
Gamarnik and other recent suicides
and disappearances, tho the execu-
tion of Tukhachevsky and his aides
cannot be altogether separated
from the Zinoviev and Radek tria}ls,
yet a sharp line of differentiation
'must be drawn between the two
sets of events.

In the case of Zinoviev, Kame-
nev, Radek, Piatakov, we were
dealing with veteran party poli-
tical leaders who, at one time or
another, were in active opposition
to Stalin and his general party lin(_e.
For reasons of factional conveni-
ence rather than political convic-
tion, they latter switched political
positions to become, at least out-
wardly, sycophantic supporters of
Stalin and vile calumniators of any
and all people even mildly critical
of Stalin. It is at least as little a
tribute to Stalin, as to these cul-
prits themselves, that party moral-
ity had sunk so low that men of
their calibre and careers could be
forced to fall to such a 1evel. that
they could outwardly worship at
the Stalin shrine while they were
inwardly completely opposed to

trends seem quite clear.

even secretly working for the over-
throw of Stalin and his regime.

In the demotion, disgrace and
disappearance of Yagoda, in the
Gamarnik suicide, in the Tukha-
chevsky execution, we are con-
cerned with a totally different situ-
ation. Here we are not dealing with
individuals who willingly or other-
wise made it a practice of lying to
the party for factional reasons or
interests. Here we are dealing with
individuals who for years were part
and parcel —organic parts — of
Stalin’s administrative apparatus—
vital cogs in the factional, party,
military and economic machines
dominated by Stalin.

Of particularly sinister signifi-
cance is, therefore, the fate which
has befallen Rudzutak and Umsch-
licht. Both are veteran Bolsheviks,
hewn of flint. Rudzutak entered the
Political Buro simultaneously with
Molotov and Voroshilov. He was
one of the most reserved, quiet,
cautious and capable of Bolshevik
leaders. Rudzutak was a strong
character, strong enough to join
Bucharin, Tomsky and Rykoff in
voting in the Political Buro against
the deportation of Trotsky. And
this at a time when he was in
fullest accord with Stalin on his
general economic line and inner
party course! He was never as-
sociated in any way at all with the
Trotsky or Bucharin oppositions.
That people of such strong charac-
ter should get themselves into so
tragic a position in the party life
shows with painful clarity the
fatal folly of a party regime of the
type hammered out by Stalin. In
a regime under which people are
compelled to say and repeat with
synthetic glee what they do not
mean, what they actually disap-
prove, it is impossible to avoid a
situation in which people make it a
practice of not meaning what they

their own words and deeds, and

Stalin Confronted with a Double Dilemma

1 personally reject the explana-
tion of all these events given by
Stalin and his supporters. This
explanation is unacceptable to me
on 'the ground that it is too simple
and much too sordid. It does not
account for the profound trans-
formation of individuals on which
it is based. Certainly, if we assume,
for the sake of argument only, 'ghat
Yagoda, Rudzutak and Umschlicht
have become what Stalin now says
they are, then they must have gone
thru a certain transition stage on
this road. Obviously, during this
transition stage, they were part,

say.

and a very important part, of the
topmost cadre of the Stalin leader-
ship.

Here Stalin faces a double dilem-
ma. Would he be prepared to con-
fess that people, in the process of
transformation from Bolsheviks
to Nazis, individuals in the
transition from Bolshevism to fas-
cism, could possibly constitute so
vital a part of his leadership?
Would he be prepared to confess
that his regime was of a kind that
could so easily harbor, nurse and
proclaim such leaders as demi-

By Jay Lovestone

that his regime is of the kind that
puts forward individuals who can
suddenly leap from communism to
fascism? Frankly, even if Stalin
were to make such confessions, I
would not believe them. With all
my criticism of Stalin’s regime, I
do not think it ever was, or is to-
day, of a sort that could, gradually
or suddenly, produce the trans-
formation of old Bolsheviks into
Nazis. That there are lots of spies
of foreign governments in the
U.S.S.R. must be taken for grant-
ed. That there are more of them
today than in the past because of
the explosive international situ-
ation must likewise be taken for
granted. These facts in themselves
do not prove that Stalin’s closest
collaborators and his. most con-
fidential secretaries, all with years
and years of unquestionable ser-
vice, have become, overnight, thru
some alchemist’s magic, Hitler
spies.

If we cast a retrospective glance
at Russian party developments, we
will find ‘that it was entirely
natural and understandable —
especially under the circumstances
of the stifling inner party regime
headed by Stalin—that the logic of
the political positions of Trotsky
or of Zinoviev, Radek and Kame-
nev, should lead them to an out-
and-out anti-Soviet course. How-
ever, it is obviously absurd to ask
us to believe that suddenly, mys-
teriously, Yagoda, Tukhachevsky,
Gamarnik and Rudzutak became
degenerates, became mortal foes of
the Soviet Union, became agents of
German and Japanese imperialism.
Only two days before Gamarnik
committed suicide, he was elected
to the executive of the Moscow
party committee—the second high-
est committee in the party. What-
ever complaint one may lodge
against Stalin, certainly it is not
one of such slowness, incompetence
and dereliction in ferreting out
enemies of socialist Russia or of
his own regime.

Self-Indicting Accusers

If even one-tenth of the accusa-
tions and indictments leveled
against these men were true, the
situation would then have within it
a much more grave indictment of
Stalin and his system of leadership
than that now hurled at the ac-
cused. There would have to be
something very foul in the Soviet
situation if the men who have for
years given their all to the prole-
tariat, who have for years, under
the eagle eye and direct super-
vision of Stalin himself, directed
the most responsible work, changed,
as if at one stroke, from servants
of the cause of the world revolu-
tien into agents of the fascist
scourge.

We have been critical of Stalin
and his regime. Today I am still
more critical of him. Yet, in the
light of his great contributions to
the growth and progress of the
U.S.S.R. and to the cause of the
international labor movement, I
cannot conceive of him as primarily
responsible for the generation of so
monstrous a situation—a situation
in which those in charge of the
Bolshevik education of the Red
Army are really the tools of the
Nazi hangmen. I refuse to conclude
that Stalin can be so obtuse in his
judgment of people, so bankrupt
in his choice of those worthy of
trust. I say this despite the charac-
ter of the leadership he has im-
posed on ‘the various sections of
the C.I. and despite his elevation to
very high posts of such people as
Yezhov and Agranov.

Far be it from me to assume at
any time even the slightest respon-
sibility for the past, present or
future of any individual in any
Russian party factional struggle.
All of them, of every faction, have
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scrupulously kept in the dark or
even misinformed the members of
the other sections of the Comintern
about issues and figures in the
various inner party struggles since
the death of Lenin. Still, it must
be said that even weirdest fantasy
is defied by the charge that
Yagoda, Gamarnik, Tukhachevsky
and their colleagues, occupying key
positions in the Red Army’s line
of defense, became Hitler and
Japanese agents. I reject as gen-
erally untrue and as largely un-
founded the accusations against
these people. In doing so, I am not
assuming any responsibility for
what they ever did or failed to do.
Likewise, in doing so, I am pay-
ing no tribute to Stalin. I am face
to face with a Hobson’s choice. I
pick only the lesser of two very
serious evils. That Stalin is an

There has been a decisive im-
provement in the econoinic condi-
tions of the U.S.S.R., the socialist
base of Soviet economy has been
strengthened tremendously. The
immediate situation, in so far as
availability and quality of con-
sumers’ goods go, has improved
vastly for the great mass of the
Soviet population. Despite all re-
ports of widespread breakdown and
calamity now being spread in the
columns of the Soviet press, one
must register great satisfaction at
the constant’ progress which has
been made by Soviet heavy indus-
try. In underscoring these trends, I
do not for a moment want to give
the impression that Soviet eco-
nomy is already completely so-
cialist in character, that the prob-
lems of productivity, -efficiency,
skill, quality and quantity have
already been solved.

Without in the least challenging
the fundamental socialist character
and health of Soviet economy and
while definitely underscoring our
continued conviction that regard-
less of the great cost, stress and
strain, the first and second Five-
Year Plans were historically neces-
sary and were great boons not only
to the Russians but also to the
entire international proletariat, I
am prepared to recognize the fact
that Soviet economy still has, in
many respects, much to learn
from the technique of the most ef-
ficient capitalist countries. Just as
it was imperative to accept with
reserve and considerable scrutiny
the paeans of praise sung by the
Stalinist press over the unattained
achievements in the heroic days of
the first Five-Year Plan, so is it
necessary ‘today to accept the latest
alarm and panic cries of Stalin
about the disastrous results of
criminal Trotskyist saboteurs with
more than a grain of salt.

Precisely this great economic
progress has let loose social forces
making for dissatisfaction with and
opposition to some of the worst and

The same party members and
functionaries, the same non-party
workers and farmers who were
ready, even if not always enthu-
siastically, to accept the hard and
narrow party regime of Stalin and
even burocracy in the Soviet
regime—all in the interest of as-
suring the speediest realization of
an adequate socialist base for
Soviet economy so as to guarantee
the victorious defense of the U.S.
S.R.—are now, after the achieve-
ment of their goal, anxious to dis-
card these restraints, eager to
clear out of their way such ugly
obstacles, yearning to make an end
to such sacrifices which they no
longer consider necessary.

Moreover, without distracting
one bit from Stalin’s dynamic lead-
ership in the course of the applica-
tion of his generally correct line of

‘PURGES" |

expert at trumping up charges
against opponents or potential op-
onents is not new to us. Neverthe-
less, here I must siress we deal
with a more flagrant type of
frameup than has ever been per-
petrated in factional struggle. To
me the recent demotions, arrests,
accusations, suicides and executions
mark the low point of the Stalin
hero-cult. To me, they emphasize
that the scoundrel or culprit cult is
but an inevitable and inseparable
phase—only the reverse side of the
hero-cult.

How, then, have these horrifying
events come about? Why now?
What do they portend? What can
we in the independent revolution-
ary proletarian movement outside
of the U.S.S.R. do about contribu-
ting to the fundamental improve-
ment of the Soviet situation?

Background and Basis of Recent Events

most undesirable features of the
Stalin regime in the party. Here it
cannot be overemphasized that, in
a land of the proletarian dictator-
ship where there is only one poli-
tical party in legal existence, it is
unavoidable that these new striv-
ings, that this discontent, among
the masses should serve as sources
of pressure on the Communist Par-
ty and should manifest themselves
also inside and thruout the life of
the party itself.

The great mass of Soviet work-
ers and farmers were more than
ready to tighten their belts and put
themselves on food rations in
order to assure the success of the
drive for the establishment of a
socialist foundation of Soviet eco-
nomy. For the same reason, the
great masses of the party member-
ship in the U.S.S.R. were more
than ready to make the most heavy
sacrifices—even to put themselves
on mental and spiritual rations—to
swallow for a time even the most
unpalatable factionalism, even the
most disgusting crudities of the
Stalin regime as a system of lead-
ership in the C.P.S.U. and in the
Comintern.

But at this point we must reckon
with the dialectics of Soviet eco-
nomic and social progress itself,
of the very Soviet economic policy
for which Stalin was so largely
and creditably responsible. The
very success of the two Five-Year
Plans has aroused among the
Soviet masses and ‘the C.P.S.U.
membership a greater desire for
higher standards—political, cul-
tural and spiritual as well as ma-
terial. The adoption of the new
Soviet constitution, with its provi-
sions for a further enlargement of
genuine Soviet democracy, was but
a reflection of the successes of so-
cialist economy, of the resultant
new moods, new wants, new stand-
ards of freedom and new demands
for self-expression among the
masses.

New Moods in Masses and Party Members

that his regime has been charac-
terized by utterly unnecessary and
grossly impermissible features.
These grew langely out of his
method of applying factional stra-
tegy and hero-cult technique to eco-
nomic policy. Corruption and un-
principled factionalism, incom-
petency, favoritism and callous
burocratism began to permeate the
entire Stalin system at an alarming
tempo under these circumstances.
These dangerous conditions were
tolerated and even accepted by the
party masses and workers in gen-
eral in the days of economic strain
and hardship, in the early stages
of the first Five-Year Plan. The
crudest and costliest errors resul-
ting {from the narrow and rigid
party regime were often corrected
only by the “scapegoat” method,
only by Stalin turning hard on the

economic policy, it must be said

gods? Or, would Stalin confess

persistently, systematically and

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from Page 5)
most enthusiastic, energetic ex-
ecutors of his policy on the ground
of “excesses.” The total incapacity
of Stalin for Bolshevik self-critic-
ism was painfully revealed in the
early days of the Five-Year Plan
when he, with sudden fury, launch-
ed a campaign against those
“dizzy with success.”

As the U.S.S.R. emerged from
the woods—economically speaking
—there developed a marked de-
mand for the dropping of res-
traints, for the easing of inner
party relations, for a decrease of
burocratism, for an end to corrup-
tion, for the abolition of all these
evils, a continuation of which was
no longer necessary or excusable in
the eyes of even the most loyal fol-
lowers. At first, Stalin encouraged
these moves. For a short while,
even the hero-cult was soft-pedal-
led. The birth rate of busts declin-
ed; the size of pictures diminished,
the multiplication of Stalin icons
decreased. Soon the columns of the
Soviet press were crowded with
criticism of these evils, which but
yesterday had been demanded and
welcomed by the Stalin leadership
itself as signs and evidence of
healthy party loyalty.

Here lies the reason for the
Stalin regime returning to the par-
ty members (without ever telling
them that it had ever been taken
from them) the right to direct elec-
tion of unit functionaries instead
of appointment from above. Here
is the explanation of the latest
C.P.S.U. elections manifesting a
trend in which an extremely high
proportion of the incumbent party
functionaries were not returned to
office.

Stalin’s Faction Strategy
Falls Short

Thus, for a while, Stalin played
with these moods, even encouraged
them. It is becoming increasingly
evident to me that Stalin did this
at first in order to master and
harness the new forces for the pur-
pose of preserving his leadership
and regime. For a while, he em-
ployed & certain modicum of
honest, genuine cleansing, sacri-
ficing factional lieutenants. He
even made efforts to clip the buro-
crats.

However, these secondary con-
cessions did not serve to allay the
dissatisfaction-which was becoming
more rampant, The discontent in
the country was more widespread.
The dissatisfaction in the party
with the anti-critical, stifling
atmosphere of the Stalin regime
was more deepgoing and could not
be handled or overcome by ‘the
usual factional strategy of Stalin.
This discontent with Stalin’s sys-
tem of party leadership, and per-
haps also with certain phases of
his foreign and Comintern policy,
seeped into and began ‘to grip
certain layers of the party leader-
ship itself—the uppermost strata
of the party and the Red Army not
excluded. About the methods and
maneuvers resorted to by the lat-
ter, we know very little. With long
years in the factional schools of
Trotsky and Stalin and without the
watchful eye, skilled hand and
brilliant mind of Lenin, some of
these men may have harbored ideas
or even resorted to impermissible
measures in order to overthrow
completely, instead of merely over-
hauling, the Stalin party regime.
I repeat: we must take no responsi-
bility for and refuse to condone or
condemn the specific actions of
these people, whose general poli-
tical line had been identical with
Stalin’s, unless we -are given an op-
portunity to get at the facts.

Stalin, discovering this extensive
conspiracy and being what Lenin
characterized him to be, apparently
then turned with such brutal force,
as only he is capable of displaying,
on his concealed as well as open
opponents. Instead of taking steps
to create a freer and cleaner par-

moves to end the atmosphere of
paralyzing fear, stultifying sus-
picion and devastating distrust, in-
stead of resorting to more party
democracy, instead of seeking to
secure a geniune party discussion
of the kind the Bolshevik party
could afford under Lenin’s leader-
ship even at the very moment when
Yudenich was menacing Leningrad,
when Kolchak was ‘threatening
Moscow, when the Soviets faced
White Guard and foreign interven-
tionist armies on more than
twenty fronts, Stalin moved brutal-
ly and with terrific speed in ‘the
very opposite and suicidal direc-
tion. More than ever before, this
time Stalin moved to extremes—
with wild and overbearing force,
with more untrammelled fury than
intelligence and studied caution.

Errors That Are Terrifically
Costly

The cost of these errors made
by both sides in the newest con-
flict rending the regime of the
C.P.S.U. is terrific. It is incal-
culably heavy. For the moment,
Soviet might in the realm of
foreign policy is well-nigh im-
potent. For the moment, the cause
of proletarian Spain is most seri-
ously imperilled. Momentarily, the
well-deserved glamor of the Old
Bolsheviks has been further di-
minished and the prestige of the
C.P.S.U. and of the U.S.S.R. itself
in the ranks of the international
working class has suffered heavily.
Just now, only capitalist reaction
in general and fascist reaction in
particular are the gainers. We can
easily perceive, under these circum-
stances, why particularly the
warmest champions of the Soviet
Union should stand aghast at the
latest events.

Time and again, I have defended
some of Stalin’s policies against
the onslaughts of the Trotskyites,
against the “blessings” of such
bourgeois admirers of his as
Duranty, and against the insipid
and harmful defense of his pro-
gram for the U.S.S.R. made by
his hand-picked party burocrats in
this country and elsewhere. Despite
all provocations, I have sought to
be objective in my critical evalu-
ation of Stalin and his contribu-
tions. It is on this score that I
have often been called Stalin’s at-
torney by Trotskyites and by dis-
illusioned, desparing, Communist
Party members. It is with the same
objectively critical attitude that I
have sought to evaluate Stalin’s
latest moves. Exactly for this
reason do I condemn the way in
which he has handled the latest
manifestations of discontent in the
Soviet Union,

I do not do so for any factional
reasons. Qur organization at its
very inception declared its complete
independence of Soviet party fac-
tions and personages. It has been
fundamental with us not to transfer
mechanically Russian tactics, fac-
tions or factionalism to the other
sections of the C.I. Besides, the
latest victims of Stalin’s heavy
hand were mnever tied up in the
least with any associations I had
in the years in which I occupied a
leading position in the Comintern.
They never participated in the life
of the C.I. I am paying no debts
when I express deepest concern
and horror—as do millions of work-
ers thruout all countries—at the
Gamarnik, Tukhachevsky, Rudzu-
tak, Yagoda and Umschlicht de-
velopments.

Darkness Before the Dawn

Despite it all, I see not only
cause for concern but also some
redeeming features in the whole
difficult and disturbing situation. I
have a growing conviction that the
Stalin system of leadership has
about run its course in the C.P.
S.U. and, therefore, in the Comin-
tern. 1 set no dates for improve-
ment or vital change, but I think
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regime is about to appear. I do not
think there is much worse that the
Stalin system can bring into the
iife of the C.P.S.U. and, therefore,
into the life of the Comintern. I
do not think there is a much lower
point to which the Stalin regime
can sink.

Lest anyone think I am whistling
in the dark, let me say further
that, while I see a very grave crisis
in the party regime, I do not see
at this writing a really insoluble
crisis in the Soviet regime itself.
Had even an infinitesimal fraction
of the charges levelled against
Tukhachevsky and his aides been
true, then Germany and Japan
could have, some time ago, dealt
most fatal blows to the U.S.S.R.
These blows would, of course, have
been dealt with the lavish aid of
democratic England and republican
France. We have not forgotten how
the liberal Lloyd George and his
French democratic partners allied
themselves with the Japanese in-
vaders of Siberia and the Kaiser’s
picked troops in attacking Soviet
Russia’s western frontier.

Again I am confident that, if im-
perialist intrigue should lead to an
attack on the U.S.S.R., the Soviet
masses would rally as one to an
invincible defense and that there
would be generated in the Soviet
Union, as well as in the party, a
new, higher and far healthier unity
than has prevailed at any time
since the death of Lenin. Why do
I say this? Because I am aware
of the fact that the economic base
of the U.S.S.R. is socialist, that it
is becoming increasingly stronger
and healthier despite mistakes,
shortcomings, and even sabotage—
often undoubtedly perpetrated by
agents of imperialist powers. That
is why I see no really irreparable
crisis in the Soviet system today
despite the gravity of the crisis in
the C.P.S.U. regime.

In short, the crisis in the C.P.
S.U., serious as it is, is not a crisis
of decay or decline of the Soviet
system as such; far more is it a
crisis growing out of the tragic
and costly inability of the party
leadership to meet the new situ-
ation in which the wants, stand-
ards and demands—material, poli-
tical, moral and cultural—of the
Soviet masses have risen to new
heights, have grown to new propor-
tions. Before this developing maze
of powerful social forces, forces
sevealing the imperishable vitality
of the Soviet system, the Stalin
regime—with all its impermis-
sibility, with all its anti-Bolshevik
brutality—is bound to give way.

What’s To Be Done

Finally, despite the loss of
prestige suffered by the C.P.S.U.
thru recent events, I am sure that,
in case there should by any attempt
against the U.S.S.R. by the fascist
and democratic imperialist powers,
the workers movement in the cap-

ty atmosphere, instead of making

that the full logic of his ruinous

italist countries would respond ef-

Canada Faces

HILE the communist youth
scamper about trying to
win over the Church with those oily
speeches previously reserved for
Methodist and Baptist clergy, the
Canadian Catholic machinery is be-
ing oiled for the coming bloody
struggle. Writing in the current
(June, 1937) issue of The Canadian
Forum, Mr. Eugene Forsey lays
bare the calculated plans to des-
troy international labor unions in
Canada.

“Quebec has been for some time
the scene of a formidable, care-
fully organized campaign to trans-
form the province into a clerical
fascist state. A little over a year
ago the St. Jean Baptiste Society
set up a Committee of Economic
Defense. The members of this com-
mittee had already decided that, if
the French-Canadians were to be-
come masters of their own eco-
nomic fate . . . they must ‘group
themselves together . by
creating social corporations.” Then
it would be possible ‘to keep their
capital for ourselves’.”

Mr. Forsey elaborates on the
program of the Society to spread
its work. New headquarters in the
workingelass  districts, lectures
arranged by ‘the Alliance of Catho-
lic Teachers of Montreal, contacts
with business organizations. He
reveals the extent of the cam-
paign: its opening of “zone” head-
quarters the arrangement of
widespread lectures on “Social Cor-
poratism”; and calls attention
especially to a speech by a Victor
Barbeau, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Montreal and an initiator
of the Committee of Economic De-
fence, made to the Junior Chamber
of Commerce, at which were
present some of the important big-
wigs of that organization. Bar-
beau described existing society as
being “from the political point of
view a mass of braggarts, and
from the national point of view a
body without a soul.” . . . “We
must drown Communism in the
flood of our speeches. . . . Liberal-
ism and conservatism embrace be-
liefs which render impossible the
solution of our grave problems.
... What is the remedy for the ills
from which we suffer if it is not
professional organization, or in
other words, corporatism.”

Excerpts from Mr. Forsey’s
article follow:
* * *
CLERICAL FASCISM IN
QUEBEC

Far more significant than any
of this is the fact that the Car-
dinal (who, Mr. Duplessis tells us,
inspired the Padlock Act) has now
placed himself openly atthe head
of the “corporatist” campaign. On
April 17, at a dinner of the A.C.

fectively to the call for aid from
the Soviet Union. If there had not
been very great likelihood of such
proletarian aid being rendered to
the U.S.S.R. by the international
labor movement, then Germany,
Japan, Italy and the “great demo-
cracies” would not have feared or
hesitated so long in transforming
their hatred of Socialist Russia
into a first class “war for civiliza-
tion” against the Soviet Union.

In the meanwhile, we, in the cap-
italist countries, can and should do
one thing above all else in behalf
and defense of the U.S.S.R. This
is: build ever stronger, ever more
militant labor movements rooted
in the soil of their respective coun-
tries. Only the rise of such power-
ful labor movements and only the
development of communist forces
which are not mere echoes of Rus-
sian faction struggles, but which
develop their own initiative and
self-reliance in the realm of theory
and practice, can today truly serve
our Russian comrades in helping
them overcome their tremendous
difficulties and march on to better
days.

June 18, 1937

Rising Menace

Of Clerical Fascism

J.C. (Association Canadienne de la
Juenesse Catholique), the federa-
tion of French-Canadian Catholic
Youth organizations, he lamented
at some length the rise of anti-
clericalism and the growing lack of
respect for the directions of the
bishops, and demanded “full cor-
poratism.” This is to be the anti-
dote to “Communism,” which, as
the church well knows, is of
negligible importance in Canada,
and to anti-clericalism, which, on
the contrary, has become strong
enough to frighten the hierarchy
nearly out of its wits.

The spearhead of the clerical-
fascist attack, however, is not
speeches or lectures. It is the or-
ganization of “Catholic trade
unions.” These, which claim about
38,000 members in Quebec, which
already count more members in
Quebec than any other type of
union, “answer exactly,” says
Father Archambault, “to the
desires of the Sovereign Pontiff.”
Small wonder! they are completely
under the control of the clergy. By
a happy coincidence they also
answer very nicely to the desires
of the employers. Again small
wonder, for they are based on the
proposition that workers should
“love and agree with” their em-
ployers and should strike only as
a last resort (whatever that may
mean), and never in public services
or public utilities. (See the Domi=
nion Department of Labor’s Report
on Labor Organization, 1932, and
other years. Some recent issues of
the reéport omit this interesting in-
formation). Father Archambault
also speaks of “collective labor
agreements” (i.e.,, those made
binding in law) as a “stage in the
establishment of ‘the corporative
system.”

The Catholic Union

The technique is to organize a
Catholic union (numbers unspeci-
fied), make an “agreement” with
the employers, and have this made
binding under the Collective Labor
Agreements Extension Act. Any
international union is then faced
with a fait accompli. The industry
has a union (and a Canadian one at
that; no foreign ‘“agitators™!), the
employers have recognized it and
bargained collectively with it,
reaching an agreement with which
they are perfectly satisfied (like a
shark with a herring); and wages
and hours are fixed by law for a
definite period, often several years.
Any attempt to organize a genuine
union is represented as at best
superfluous; a strike becomes of
doubtful legality.

Recent events in the dress indus-
try in Montreal exhibit an im-
proved version of this technique.
On April 10 the Quebec Official
Gazette published an agreement
between the Dress Manufacturers’
Guild and La Ligue Catholique des
Ouvrieres de I'Industre de lAiguille
de la Province de Quebec and La
Federation Nationale du Vetement.
On April 15 the International
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union
called a strike. The Dress Manu-
facturers’ Guild promptly burst
into the usual hysterics about the
C.I.O. and “foreign agitators,” and
made clear its preference for the
Catholic unions. Such a display of
Catholic piety in such a quarter
(most of the dress manufacturers
are Jewish), could not go unre-
warded.

Church authorities intervened
publicly to give ‘their support to
the Catholic unions, suggesting
that the international unions are
hostile to Catholicism and that the
ILL.G.W.U. has communistic ten-
dencies. They appear to have over-
looked the trifling fact that the
Catholic unions had made an agree-
ment which violated the law of the
province. Order Number 10a of the
Minimum Wage Commission
decreed for the whole province
minimum wages of $7 a week for

(Continued on Page 7)
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" BOOKS of the AGE

THREE COMRADES. By Erich
Maria Remarque. Little, Brown
& Company, Boston. $2.75.

This third novel by the celebrated
German exile deals with the help-
lessness and bewilderment of
three young German veterans of
the World War, Koester, Gottfried
and Robert. They are all in the
neighborhood of thirty years of
age, heavy laden with the horrible

memories of what they had seen]

and done on the battlefield, reck-
less of the future, without trades
and not caring to learn any. The
year is 1928-1929. The politico-
economic condition of Germany is
desperate, the land is teeming with
all sorts of saviors, and starvation
is on every hand. The three com-
rades of the story manage to make
a living by repairing old cars, gar-
age tending, and cabbing. They
work day and night, they drink
day and night, and they whore day
and night. A beautiful and very
sensitive tubercular girl comes in-
to their lives. She and Robert fall
in love, and the other two do all
in their power to make their ro-
mance a happy one. They steal
flowers and “borrow” cars for
them, and when the girl, Pat, suf-
fers a serious hemorrhage while
away in the country with Robert,
they kidnap a doctor to treat her.
In the end, one of the comrades is
killed in a street brawl, Pat dies,
and Robert and Gottfried return
to a loneliness that apparently is
boundless.

There are several moving sec-
tions in the book, especially those
dealing with the comrades en-
counters with the Berlin prosti-
tues, and the love story of Pat and
Robert reaches moments of su-
preme tenderness. But the rest of
the book is sloppily put together
and full of sheer verbiage. Above
all, the volume lacks size and sig-
nificance. The bewilderment of the
three comrades is stated rather
than delineated. Their gropings for
intellectual equilibrium and emo-
tional stability seldom rise above
the level of hobo wistfulness. Even
the love between Pat and Robert,
for all its beauty, somehow never
quite gets rid of its doilyish char-
acter. It seems so local in the
milieu of the whole book that the
reader almost resents the space
the author gives it.

“Three Comrades,” in short, is a
very feeble performance beside the
same author’s “All Quiet on the
Western Front” and especially
“The Road Back,” his best book
to date. It is impossible, of course,
to state definitely why Remarque,
temporarily we hope, has lost his
grasp. But one plausible reason
comes to mind: his exile. Being
away from a country one is writing
about is dangerous to an author of
less than great size. Silone, it is
true, wrote ‘the excellent “Bread
and Wine” after many years’ ab-
sence from Italy, but Remarque is
no Silone. D. Swift

MENACE OF CLERICAL
FASCISM IN CANADA

(Continued from page 6)

15 per cent of the employees, $10
for 20 per cent, and $12.50 for 65
per cent. The agreement between
the employers and the Catholic
union (Quebec Official Gazette,
April 10, 1937, p. 1410) sets, in
the Montreal district, wages of $8
for 20 per cent of the workers,
$10.50 for 20 per cent, $12.50 for
30 per cent, and $14 for 30 per
cent; in ‘the rest of the province
$7.20 for 20 per cent, $9.45 for 20
per cent, $11.25 for 30 per cent,
and $12.50 for 30 per cent. Press
statements add that where the
Catholic unions ask $8 to $14, the
I.L.G.W.U. asks $12.50 to $30.
This is the “efficacious protection”
of the workers’ “material inter-
ests” which Cardinal Villeneuve
approves!

TOM MOONEY

A Year of People’s

Front In France

(Continued from Page 4)

The next step was a “pause”
(“breathing-spell”’) in social legis-
iation, as announced by the Blum
government. This hit particularly
the proposals for old-age insurance
and the regulations dealing with
unemployment relief. Everything
is now postponed.

With the approval of the com-
munists and socialists, France is
now pushing forward a vast arma-
ments and militarization program.
In order to obtain the necessary fi-
nancial means, the government has
handed over control to a group of
people highly trusted in upper fi-
nancial circles. In this way, the
financiers assumed supreme con-
trol and supervision of the People’s
Front government. Naturally, the
war loan guarantees bondholders
more enormous profit than has ever
been heard of in the past.

The Foreign Policy of the
People’s Front

The foreign policy of the Blum
government is characterized chiefly
by the “non-intervention” fraud,
that is, by the actual blockade of
republican Spain. The Spanish pol-
icy of this government is obvious-
ly the policy of French imperial-
ism, which is intent on defending
its huge investments in Spain
against the “Red menace.” The
government is carrying thru this
policy under orders of the Radical-
Socialists, the senior partners in
the People’s Front.

At the beginning of the Spanish
civil war, the French workers fre-
quently voiced their angry demands
for “airplanes and guns for Spain.”
Today this ery is no longer heard.
The People’s Front parties have
reduced the masses to silence!

Then came the blood-bath at Cli-
chy. The police kept firing for
hours at the workers who were
demonstrating against a fascist
meeting. The Radical-Socialists saw
to it that the officers responsible
for this massacre were not pun-
ished. In the Chamber, Premier
Blum could announce to the over-
joyed bourgeoisie that this was the
first instance in modern French his-
tory of a government whose agents
had fired upon the workers and yet
was not held responsible by them.
Clichy proved that the police and
the Mobile Guards are permeated
with fascists. But nothing whatever
has been done about it.

At the same session of the Cham-
ber, Blum denounced the demon-
stration against the fascists as a
mistake. The workers organiza-
tions were asked by the govern-
ment and by the Socialist Party to
refrain from meetings and demon-
strations as much as possible. Thus
voluntary renunciation has become
the means of destroying democracy.

Everybody knows that the fascist
organizations not only continue to
exist but are more consolidated

Mooney Sent Back

To San Quentin

Tom Mooney, world famous labor
prisoner, was released from the
hospital to which he had been con-
fined by severe stomach ailments,
and immediately transferred to
San Quentin prison, last week. He
had been in the Frisco county jail
for twenty-one months, pending
determination of his petition for a
writ of habeas corpus.

Mooney issued the following
statement on his reincarceration.

“In going back to San Quentin
where I have spent eighteen years
for a crime of which I am entirely
innocent, I am certain that it will
not be for long.

“I sincerely wish that the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court would con-
sider my case fearlessly and im-
partially, for then I would be freed
by it. That would only be agreeing
with Judge Franklin Griffin, who
originaily sentenced me and then
became one of the strongest ad-
vocates of my pardon when the
perjured and fabricated case
against me was exposed. It would
also be agreeing with the United
States Government, which three
times investigated the Mooney
case, and three times concluded I
was the victim of perjury, hysteria,
and was denied a fair trial.

“But if we are required to, we
will go to the nation’s highest
court. I firmly expect the United
States Supreme Court will find all
my charges of frame-up are true,
and will free me to enjoy the few
yvears remaining to me. The labor
movement is pushing forward with
renewed vigor on all sides. That is
the token that will mark and in-
sure my freedom.”

and better armed than they were
a year ago. The domination and
control of the government by the
powers of high finance, the rising
cost of living and the deteriorating
position of ‘the petty bourgeoisie,
always tend to create conditions
favorable for fascism getting its
grip upon the lower middle classes
and sections of the working class.
And so it is in France!

The general results of the for-
eign policy of the People’s Front
government are in themselves a
severe indictment of this regime.
What are these results? The sabo-
tage of the Franco-Soviet pact and
the refusal of the French govern-
ment to implement the Soviet al-
liance in an effective way. The
break-up of the Little Entente and
the extension of fascist influence in
those regions. The withdrawal of
Belgium from the Locarno pact.
The “non-intervention” blockade of
Spain. Such are the fruits of the
foreign policy of the People’s
Front.

In politics, leadership means the
determination of the content of a
policy. The experiences of the past
vear are enough to prove that, un-
der the People’s Front, it is not the
working class which leads the bour-
geoisie but rather the bourgeoisie
the working class. That is the po-
litical meaning of the People’s
Front.

FASCIST COUNTRIES
AGAINST SPAIN

(Continued from Page 1)

major powers, starting with Great
Britain. Spanish rebels said that
Bilbao’s mines can furnish Eng-
iand with two-thirds of the ore it
needs for its vast rearmament pro-
gram and added: “Now Franco can
dictate his own terms.” Negotia-
tions are already reported to have
begun between British agents and
representatives of General Franco.

France has continued trailing in
the wake of Downing Street. With
the Radicals now in open control of
the French People’s Front govern-
ment. its subservience to Tory
diplomacy will be even more com-
plete.

At Valencia, the loyalist govern-
ment of Spain expressed great con-
cern at the new threats of the

Michigan state legislature.

This new bill provides for a
three-man Labor Relations Board;
calls for 15 days notice of intend-
ed changes in conditions and five
days during which the Board must
render a verdict. During these 20
days, strikes are prohibited. If
the Board should go into a pro-
tracted study of the problems in-
volved, strikes would also be pro-
hibited during the given period.
Picketing is permitted but it is
confined to those who had actually
worked in the plant. It prohibits
such picketing as blocks the pub-
lic highway and make it difficult
to enter or leave company prop-
erty. It is also prohibited to pick-
et in such a manner “as to lead to
a breach of the peace”.

The bill does not approve of the
formula for collective bargaining
as incorporated in the Wagner Act.
A majority vote for any agency
for collective bargaining does not
restrict the Board. It can hear and
give recognition to any one or more
agencies which in its opinion re-
present groups of workers.

The bill also carries severe pen-
alties for violations.

There appears to be not the
slightest doubt of its openly anti-
union character. Labor organiza-
tions which resented the revised
Murphy Bill are aroused over this
proposed action which limits and
destroys every single right of la-
bor won during decades of strug-
gle. Altho its passage is being
hailed as certain, it is equally
sure that the trade union move-
ment of Michigan—especially the
United Auto Workers—would have
to smash it in the course of its
work of improving labor standards
and conditions.

Michigan open shoppers seem not
have learned that repressive laws
never pacify labor. On the con-
trary, such laws lay the basis for
broad and bitter struggles. They

time, deplored the “attitude of Bri-
tain and France, which is consid-
ered to be helping General Franco
enormously while hindering the
loyalists in a like degree.” The
feeling was expressed in Valencia
government circles that “Britain is
ready to allow Germany and Italy
to go as far as they please, while
France is too weak internally to
act on her own behalf.” For this
desperate plight, the Spanish bour-
geois People’s Front government
has itself to blame to a consider-
able degree, especially because of
its suicidal reliance upon the “great
democracies,” to please whom it
was ready to suppress the socialist
strivings of the masses at home
and to withhold any direct appeal
to the French and English labor
movements over the head of their
governments. It is to be hoped that
the anti-fascist forces of Spain will
now turn to more effective political
tactics, for there is still time to
save the situation.

TRADE UNION NOTES

by George F. Miles

Detroit, Michigan

It looks as if the revised Murphy Bill to regulate employer-
employee relations will not be passed at this session of the
Inflamed by the bitter resistance
being offered to unionization in the steel industry and goaded
on by United States Chamber of Commerce and National Manu-
facturers Association drive against the pro-labor features of
the Wagner Act, an unofficial committee of six (three Republi-
cans and three Democrats) have drafted a new document which
might quite accurately be called an Anti-Labor Relations Bill.

would do well to read up on the
operation of the Industrial Court
Laws of Kansas during the early
post-war days.
* Xk %

We said last week that regard-
less of Father Coughlin’s hesitan-
cy in placing himself at the head
of the new company union here
(Workers Council of Social Jus-
tice), the same forces that back
Coughlin are also behind the Work-
ers Council. Since this was writ-
ten, Father Coughlin has been
forced to come out with a state-
ment definitely admitting that the
principles upon which the organi-
zation rests are his and that he
wishes the organization well. He
let it be known that he cannot
openly associate with it until such
time as he sees which way things
develop.

It would never do, you under-
stand, for him to back another dead
horse. His experiences in the last
presidential elections are still pain-
ful.

* % X

South  Chicago, Youngstown,
Warren, Johnstown—these are but
a few of the places where the for-
ces of “law and order” have been
let loose wupon the defenseless
workers fighting under the ban-
ner of the C.1.O. Revolvers, billies,
tear gas and machine guns have
cut a bloody swathe but still the
blood-lust of the employers is un-
sated. They want a huge blood-
bath—in the vain hope that thus
can they deliver a crushing blow
and disperse the marching hosts
of labor.

To accomplish this end, they
must wrap around labor a verit-
able cobweb of legal restrictions,
of which the break of any strand
would be sufficient to bring down
the ever-ready and well-armed
hand of the law. This is the es-
sence of the widespread campaign
of the employers to limit picketing,
prohibit strikes, wear out labor
with interminable inquiry boards
and strain its patience to the
breaking point.

The full sweep of the boss of-
fensive becomes evident from the
recent action of the United States
Chamber of Commerce which has
gone on record “for outlawing
every form of force and coercion
and intimidation in labor relations,
for outlawing strikes when brought
to coerce the public authorities,
and for public registration of all
lator orgamizations and of those
who seek to form them.”

Since recent investigations have
illustrated clearly the close rela-
tions between the “government
authorities” and the employers, es-
pecially in the smaller industrial
communities, the result of the
Chamber of Commerce proposal
would be to place supervision of
the organizations of labor into the

hands of the employers.

Enjoy your vacation a’

COMRADELY ENVIRONMENT

and New York Central Railroad also

TRafalgar 7-2085.

fascist powers and, at the same

BOWRY CREEK FARM

ACRA, GREENE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Most picturesque section of the Catskill Mountains

MODERN ACCOMODATIONS — HOMELIKE COOKING

Rates $16.00 per week
REDUCED FARES TO CATSKILL
Directions: To Catskill by Hudson River Day or Night Line. West Shore

bring you to the farm if informed in advance.
AMilton Matz, Bowry Creek Farm. Acra, N. Y.

— INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

bus lines. From Catskili our car will
For information write to
or call New York phone
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Knitgoods Union Hits Dualism
Conducts Widespread Strikes

The Joint Council of Knitgoods
Workers, under the signature of
Louis Nelson, manager, sent letters
to William Green and Matthew
Woll of the A. F. of L., protesting
the actions of that organization in
Cleveland. The letter declared that
in mills of that city, now struck by
the Joint Council, the workers are
being called on “to break away
from our International Union and
join some dual organization organ-
jzed by your subordinates.”

Describing the great difficulties
involved in organizing the mills of
this open-shop center of the trade,
the letter characterized the activ-
ities of the A. F. of L. as “attemp-
ting to break ‘these strikes.”

Hope was expressed that this
would be stopped.

% £ *

The decision by the Regional
Labor Board in the State of New
York that Louis Hornick & Co., 22
West 21 Street, New York City,
must reinstate a number of work-
ers and must pay back wages and
deal collectively with the Joint
Council Knitgoods Workers Union
was approved by the National
Labor Board in Washington.

The strikes conducted against
Loius Hornick & Co. are notable
for the frame-ups and arrests of
the manager of the Joint Council
Knitgoods Workers Union, Louis
Nelson, as well as Joe Rapoport
and several other workers.

The organization of knitgoods
sanctioned by the Atlantic City

are already going on in the fol-
lowing centers: Malden, Mass.:
Malden Knitting Mills, 400 workers
on strike; Lowell, Mass.; Wolff
Brothers, 300 workers on strike;
East Boston, Mass.: Harbor Ktg.
Mills, 350 workers on strike; Cleve-
land, Ohio: Federal Ktg. Mills, 600
workers on strike; Stone Ktg.
Mills, 500 workers on strike; Bam-
berger & Reinthal, 350 workers on
strike.

Workers in several mills in
Philadelphia are staging sit-in
strikes and demanding Union re-
cognition.

TRANSPORT UNION
WINS BUS VOTE

The Transport Workers Union
increased its gains in the organiza-
tional drive which followed upon
its affiliation to the C.I.O., when it
won a referendum held among the
employes of the New York City
Omnibus Corporation, by a vote
of 1,249 to 356. This company
operates most of the new bus lines.

Michael J. Quill, president of the
union, announced that negotiations
would begin immediately with the
company. Demands are expected to
include a general pay rise of 25%,
two weeks vacation with pay. He
also stated that an election will
be sought on the lines of the Fifth
Avenue Coach Company, as soon
as possible.

John L. Lewis on
Wage Bill

(Continued from Page 3)
job, should be able to secure at
least the essentials of what, for
lack of a better term, we may call
an American standard of living.

Nor should this wage be set by
the standard in those industries in
which a “family wage’ prevails....
Normally, a husband and father
should be able to earn enough to
support his family. This does not
mean, of course, that I am opposed
to the employment of women or
even wives, when this is the result
of their own free choice. But I am
violently opposed to the system
which, by degrading the earnings
of adult males, makes it econom-
ically necessary for wives and chil-
dren to become supplementary
wage-earners and then says: “See
the nice income of this family! ...”

I also wish to say that Secretary
Perkins, in her tegtimony, sug-
gested a further industrial right,
which I believe the committee
should add to this bill, namely, that
women doing the same work as
men should receive the same pay
as men. . ..

I have emphasized the matter of
a living wage and the elimination
of Section 5 and related sections
because I think it is essential that
the bill now being considered be
looked at not as an isolated piece
of legislation but as one item in a
much larger program being devel-
oped in this country, partly thru

legislation, partly thru a develop-

convention of the LL.GW.U. is
fully under way throughout the
country. Organizers have been sent
as far as the Pacific Coast. Strikes

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO
WORKERS AGE

ing social consciousness and partly
thru the activities of organized la-
bor itself. . ..

Civil War In Spain

(Continued from Page 2)

and extracts of his repeated reports to the govern-
ment. It gives proof that Azafa’s assistant, the
Sub-Secretary of War, was a monarchist conspira-
tor, that officers who were friendly to the Republic
were forced to resign or be court-matialled. Man-
gada himself was tried and imprisoned in 1931;
released after the Sanjurjo revolt (which his warn-
ings, had they been heeded, might have fore-
stalled), then jailed again and finally forced to
resign from the army. It proves that President
Azalia knew exact details of the impending rebel-
Fon when on March 18, 1936, on a secret ultima-
tum from the fascist general staff, Azafia’s War
Minister issued the following communication:

“It has come to the knowledge of the Minister
of War that certain rumors are insistently circu-
lating concerning the state of mind of the officers
and sub-officials of the army.

“These rumors which can immediately be qual-
ified as false and without foundation, tend with-
out doubt to maintain public disquiet, sow animos-
ities against the military men and undermine, if
not destroy, discipline, the fundamental basis of
the army.

“The Minister of War has the honor of making
public the fact that all the officers’ staff and petty
officers of the Spanish Army, from the highest
posis to the most modest, maintains itself within
the iimits of the most strict discipline, disposed at
any moment to an exact fulfillment of its duties—
and peedless to say—obedience to the order of
tbe legally constituted Government.

“What s true, and the Minister of War wants
to certify to it, is that the Government of the Re-
public has learned, with sorrow and indignation,
of the unjust attacks to which the officers of the
Armv have been subjected.

“The Spanish military men, models of self-de-
nial and loyalty. merit from all their fellow-citi-
zens the respect. the affection and the gratitude
which is due to those who have made, in the ser-
vice and defense of the Fatherland and of the
Republic, the sacrifice of their own lives, if na-
tional safety or national honor requires it.

“Remote from all political struggle, faithful ser-
vitors of the constituted power and guarantee of
obedience to the popular will, all the component

part of the armed forces of the nation ought to
be considered by their fellow citizens as the strong-
est support of the Republican State, and only a
criminal and tortuous desire to undermine it can
explain the insuits and the verbal and written at-
tacks which have been directed against it.

“The Government of the Republic applies and
will apply the law against any one who persists in
such an unpatriotic attitude. ... ”

At that moment. Azafia and his War Minister
had in their possession an ultimatum from the
fascist Union of Spanish Military Men demanding
that they make such a statement, a copy of a sub-
versive appeal of the same group to the Civil and
Assault Guards to support the army in its coming
uprising, and a statement of the same Military
Union proposing to crush the People’s Front gov-
ernment “with bullets” and to wipe out the follow-
ing organizations and their principal leaders: The
Republican Union, the Republican Left, the Ca-
talan Esquerra, the Socialist Party and U.G.T.,
the Syndicalist Party, the Libertarian Socialist
Federation, the P.O.U.M., the C.G.T.U., the C.
N.T. and the F.A.I. The following names were
specifically mentioned: Martinez Barrio, Azafia,
Companys, Largo Caballero, Andrés Nin, Galén.
The Communist Party (no doubt through an over-
sight, though one can imagine the vile factional
misuse that would have been made if the name of
the P.O.U.M. had been omitted!) is not included
in the list, nor are any of its leaders.

“Engrave these names well in your memory,”
reads the fascist military manifesto. “Neither un-
der legal mask nor illegally, will the way be
smoothed for what they intend. The bases of the
People’s Front can only be imposed on Spain in
the streets. With bullets! Before the army consents
to the triumph of communism. it will crush the
revolution forever. The revolutionary leaders will
not again save themselves under the mantle of im-
punity with which they are covered by the fear of
politicians and rulers. They will not escape from
our hands without paying for their tremendous
crimes!”

When the War Department endorsed the officers
who had issued that circular, Colonel Mangada’s
patience was exhausted, and on March 28, he is-
sued to the people his report in the form of the
pamphlet from which I have been quoting.

Next week: THE UPRISING.

What Is the Labor Policy of
the New Deal?

(Continued from Page 3)
labor policy in the present indus-
trial conflict. What Roosevelt and
Murphy and Earle are out for is to
safeguard the foundations of the
existing economic and social sys-
tem, which the President himself
once declared to be “eternal”—and
this they are determined to do even
tho they have to sacrifice the
special interests of individual cap-
italists or capitalist groups in the
process. In class politics too, the
whole is greater than any of its
parts! The welfare of the country
demands ‘that trade unionism be
given proper “recognition” so that
it can be integrated into a smooth-
ly functioning “partnership” of
capital, labor and government—and
Tom Girdler’s narrow, selfish ob-
stinacy cannot be allowed to stand
in the way. The capitalist system
must be preserved and stabilized in
spite of the fatal blindness of in-
dividual reactionary tapitalists.
Such is the general attitude of the
New Deal.

In adopting and pursuing such a
policy against the increasing resist-
ance of the reactionaries, the Roo-
sevelt administration is really ful-
filling to the highest degree its
function as the “administrative
committee for the collective inter-
ests of the capitalist class as a
whole” (Marx). For, at bottom, the
New Deal is, especially in its labor
aspects, a new and really modern
method of achieving the common
aim of all bourgeois governments
—the consolidation and perpetu-
ation of the underlying institutions
of capitalist civilization. It is the
method of latter-day liberalism*—
what used to be known in European
socialist circles as “bourgeois re-
formism.”

Capitalism And The New Deal

All that I have just said finds
most authoritative confirmation in
an interesting editorial that ap-
apeared a few days ago (June 23)
in the New York Post, the semi-
official organ of the New Deal.
Under the very significant title,
“The Tom Girdlers Are Capital-
ism’s Worst Enemies,” the Post de-
clares:

“American liberalism has a pro-
gram. It is a practical program—
a program of saving capitalism by
making it work. That program
calls for strengthening the profit
system by giving a fair break to
the workers. . . . That program
calls for collaboration between em-
ployers and employees thru respon-
sible unionism. . . . The enemies
of our system are the Girdlers. . . .
It is Tom Girdler who educates
labor to a belief in the hopeless-
ness of collaboration with capital.
.. . It is Tom Girdler who draws
the battle line between classes,
makes labor as desperate and reck-
less as himself. . . . No action was
ever more firmly in defense of busi-
ness, in defense of the profit sys-
tem than that of Roosevelt, Earle
and Davey. . ..”

However politically naive these
words may see in assuming that
the class struggle is the special
creation of Tom Girdler, their
point is sufficiently clear.

The social and labor policy of
the New Deal makes such a strik-
ing impression today primarily be-
cause traditional American liberal-
ism has always been so incredibly
shallow and anemic. In a certain
sense, Theodore Roosevelt may be
taken as a liberal forerunner of his
kinsman now in the White House

* The limitations of Rooseveltian
liberalism can best be seen in fields
more remote from social and labor
questions, altho even on relief the
picture is far from bright.  Surely
these is nothing very liberal in the ad-
ministration’s monstrous program of
armaments and militarism, in its re-
actionarv foreign policy, in its oppres-
sive imperialism in Latin America.

but, for a really close analogy, we
must go back to the Lloyd George
period in the pre-war history of
England. Like Franklin D. Roose-
velt, the Welsh Liberal leader had
to wage a desperate battle against
the Tory die-hards for the sake of
a program of capitalist reform and
stabilization, a program aiming at
the elimination of the very worst
abuses of capitalism. If we keep
in mind the vast differences of
time and circumstance, an instrue-
tive parallel, even to details,
might be drawn between the New
Deal reformism of today and the
Lloyd George “radicalism” of a
quarter of a century ago.

I think it is hard to avoid the
conclusion that, from the long-
range social viewpoint, Roosevelt
is certainly a better, more far-
sighted and more effective cham-
pion of the fundamental interests
of capitalism than Tom Girdler or
any of the other loud-mouthed poli-
tical business men who rave and
rant at him so recklessly. Elihu
Root—we are ‘told—once passed
the following very significant
judgment upon Theodore Roose-
velt, the New Dealer of yesterday:
“Where should we now be if
Theodore Roosevelt had not restor-
ed to the plain people of the United
States confidence in our institu-
tions ?” It is not altogether impos-
sible that a future Elihu Root, per-
haps a John P. Davis of today, may
yvet come to pass a similar judg-
ment upon Franklin D. Roosevelt!

The New Deal And The Labor
Movement

For labor, the liberalism of the
Roosevelt administration is of vast
significance. For the objective con-
sequences of any course of action
are not always necessarily in line
with the original motives or inten-
‘tions behind it, and this is all the
more true of so contradictory a sys-
tem as the New Deal labor policy.
Planly intended to allay industrial
discord, to “domesticate” labor and
tame its militancy, it has actual-
ly served to let loose the greatest
wave of labor activity in recent
history. The problem for the labor
movement is to find a way of tak-
ing advantage of the unusual
friendliness in New Deal circles—
as long as it lasts—without in the
least compromising its own inde-
pendence or freedom of action.

And this brings us to another and

darker side of the picture. Inherent
in the New Deal labor policy is the
idea of subjecting the trade unions
to some sort of governmental
supervision or control with the ul-
timate purpose of making them a
more or less recognized part of
the governmental machinery —
somewhat along the lines of Lewis
Lorwin’s so-called “quasi-public
unionism.” What this would mean
to the labor movement it is not
necessary to emphasize—emascula-
tion, strangulation, the extinction
of all independence and militancy.
Here is a danger point for the
future; here is where labor must
stand vigilantly on guard.**
**  There is still another angle of
direct interest to us. In the Demo-
cratic party there is widespread dis-
satisfaction with the labor policy of
the administration and, increasingly,
even outright opposition.  Thereby
ceitain external limitations seem to
be put to the sweep of Roosevelt’s
iiberalism. At the same time, this
turn of events appears to foreshadow
the possibility of a fundamental poli-
tical realignment in the not too
distant future, involving the emer-
gence of a liberal party (either a new
organization or a reborn Democratic
party)  with broad labor support
standing opposed to a conservative
party of old-line Democrats and Re-
publicans. Such a development would
have profound implications for the
prospects of a labor party in this
countrv.
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