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French CP Votes Ban on

Volunteers for Spain

Soviets Expose Treachery of Blum’s Action While
French Communist Party Gives Him Unanimous
Support To Strangle Spain

People’s Front France gave the
worst stab in the back to the Span-
ish revolution during the past week
by a unanimous vote of its Cham-
ber of Deputies empowering Leon
Blum to ban volunteering in France
and the transit of volunteers
through French territory “if there
is an acceptance by other powers
of an international agreement re-
garding volunteers.” The vote of
approval was unanimous, 590 votes
to 0—all socialist and communist
deputies voting for the measure!
This climaxed a week of blows
against the Spanish Government
forces delivered by the world’s
three leading “democracies,””—Eng-
land, France and the United States.
England led with a ban on vol-
unteers, the United States follow-
ing with a ban on both volunteers
and the purchases of war supplies.
While Italy and Germany continue
to send troops and munitions to
the rebels, the ‘“democracies” sup-
posedly friendly to the Spanish
government bend all their efforts
to strangle it by a boycott which
prevents its receiving munitions or
volunteers.

The Communists and Socialists
voted for the bill “with a heavy
heart”, says the Herald-Tribune re-
port. “A heated debate between
those favoring the Spanish Peo-
ple’s Front government and those
hoping for a rebel Fascist victory
had been expected. Instead the
discussion was brief and digni-
fied.” Even the bourgeois press
is amazed at this treachery of the
Communist and Socialist deputies.

The significance of the measure
was exposed the very same day

by a scathing note of the Soviet
Government to England which
rightly declared that such

“. .. unilateral prohibitive meas-
ures on the part of some of the
participants at a time when other
participants not only remain free
of obligations but virtually con-
tinue to dispatch military conting-
ents to Spain . . . will be equiva-
lent to intervention in favor of the
rebels.”

This makes the action of the
Communist deputies all the more
amazing. Of the Socialist Party it
is hardly necessary to speak. Blum
is its leader and spokesman and it
has always defended the non-inter-
vention swindle. But as to the
Communist Party, what happened
to it that it has abandoned even
the miserable pretense of opposi-
tion to Blum’s Peoples Front at-
tacks on Spain, and lined up in a
common front with the deputies
of the right and the fascist Croix
de Feu? Is this the meaning of
the recent C.P. propaganda for a
“French Front’? The action of the
deputies of the two working class
parties is bound to have repercus-
sions in Socialist and Communist
circles, especially in France and
Spain. Unanimous votes of parlia-
ments containing working class
and capitalist deputies is always
a fearful sign of betrayal of work-
ing class interests, but not since
the vote of German war credits in
1914 has there been anything com-
parable to last Friday’s action.
When the Croix de Feu can vote
for putting powers into the hands
of a People’s Front Government

(Continued on Page 6)

Union Holds Plants As G. M.
Asks Company Union to Parley

Zimmerman Blasts Frey
For Scab Actions In
Auto Strike

Greetings of solidarity and
pledges of assistance were sent to
the strikers in the General Motors
plants by David Dubinsky, presi-
dent of the I.L.G.W.U., and Char-
les S. Zimmerman, head of Dress-
makers Union Local 22, L.LL.G.W.U.

The telegrams follow:

John P. Frey,

We note with shocked indigna-
tion action taken by leaders of
certain craft unions of AFL and by
vou as head of Metal Trades De-
partment in connection with Gen-
eral Motors auto strike. With total
disregard for traditions and stand-
ards of labor movement you have
denounced legitimate strike con-
ducted by bona fide union have in-
structed auto workers to disregard
strike and return to work and have
publicly urged General Motors Cor-
poration to refuse to recognize
United Automobile Workers as
proper agency of collective bar-
gaining. Because of your bitter
factional animosity against TAW
as affiliated with CIO you are deli-
berately engaging in activities that
give aid and comfort to big busi-
ness against auto workers. We are
confident that great mass of work-
ers in AFL remain true to prin-
ciples of solidarity and appreciate
great significance of auto workers
struggle for labor as whole and
will sternly repudiate your con-
duct. In name of thirty thousand
members of Dressmakers TUnion
Local 22, ILGWTU, I want to regis-
ter our protest and indignation and
to call upon you to undo harm al-
ready done and to come out in fuil
support of auto workers strike as
every sincere trade unionist should.

Charles S. Zimmerman,
* * *

Homer Martin,

The General Executive Board of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union in session today
voted to extend the fraternal greet-
ings of our organization to the
United Automobile Workers in its
gigantic campaign to win improved

CIO to Unite

Shoe Unions

Plans To Be Submitted
For Referendums In
Three Unions

BROCKTON, Mass. (UNS)—
Plans for uniting three unions of
shoe workers into a single organ-
ization have been completed by a
joint committee representing the
Brotherhood of Shoe & Allied
Craftsmen, the Shoe Workers Pro-
tective Union and the United Shoe
& Leather Workers.

The agreement of the committee
on the subject was announced by
Powers Hapgood, representing the
Committee for Industrial Organi-
zation, which had heen invited by
the shoe unions to aid them in
achieving unity.

The name proposed for the union
to be formed through the amalga-
mation is “United Brotherhood of
Shee Workers.”

The plan agreed upon by the
union representative has been sent
to the general executive boards of
the respective organizations, with
the request that they hold refer-
endum votes of their memberships
to determine their approval of the
merger. A combined membership of
abhout 40,000 is involved.

One of the first objectives of the
propcsed new union will be the
launching of a big organizing
drive, with C.I.O. cooperation, to
unionize some 175,000 unorganized
shce workers.

conditions of lahor organizational
recognition and the right of their
members to bargain collectively
for their economic interests cover-
ing their entire industry. The In-
ternational Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union will wholeheartedly
support your organization in this
great struggie against industrial
autocracy to the fullest extent pos-
sible. Best wishes for the success
of your efforts. David Dubinsky,

President

ENGLAND FINANCES
NAZIS’ REARMAMENT

Reprinted from the New Statesman and

Nation, Jan. 2, 1937.

“The support which Hitler still
has in the City is shown by the
news that what amounts to a cam-
ouflaged loan is being granted to
Germany, with the approval of the
British Government, by a banking
group in which Schroders are the
best known participants. The new
company is called Compensation
Bankers, Ltd. The mechanism is
for Germany to buy from the Em-
pire colonies fats, oils, rubber and
other raw materials—which have
a definite military value. Cash is
paid to the Colonial exporters not
by Germany but by the Banking
Co., which is to reimburse itself
out of the sterling proceeds which
British importers are to pay at
some future date for German man-

ufactured articles as and when de-
livered. The whole thing amounts
to a revolving credit of indefi-
nite duration, and of an indefi-
nite amount, with the result that
other foreign exchange is thus re-
leased for cash purchases—if not
of butter at least of guns. Thus
a foreign loan is being granted to
Germany which will no doubt use
it for further armaments, and it
is being granted without any stip-
ulation even of allocating part of
the foreign exchanges available
to further payvment of the heavy
outstanding  “stand-still”  debts.
That it is made without political
conditions goes without saying; it
can be used for further aid to the
Spanish rebels or for making aero-
planes to bomb Prague—or Lon-

don.”

General Motors Notified
Workers To Return To
Struck Plants

Treachery of the General Motors
Corporation balked efforts at me-
gotiating an agreement with the
Auto Workers Union. Altho the
Union in order to reach a settle-
ment and begin bargaining, had
conceded the point of GM that sit-
down strikers be withdrawn be-
fore negotiation were begun, the
corporation used this move to at-
tempt to import strikebreakers in-
to such plants. In two plants
workers were withdrawn, where-
upon the union was informed by
workers that “they have received
telegrams from the company in-
structing them to report for work
Monday morning, advising them
that if they could not get in thru
the plant gates to come thru the
administration building,” Homer
Martin, president of the union, dis-
closed.

In addition the union definitely
refused to participate in a con-
ference in which the company union
was to be considered as a repre-
sentative of the workers. This
little plan of GM was revealed
when announcement of intentions to
include the so-called Alliances was
made. Thus GM proposes that not
only shall the workers bargain
with the corporation thru their
bona-fide union, the UMWA, and

(Continued on Page 6)

Miners Plan
Harlan Drive

By EUGENE COEBURN

As the CIO prepare to meet the
acid test in the steel, auto, glass
and rubber industries, spokesmen
for the United Mine Workers, the
Committee’s ranking member, is
planning its own organizing cam-
paign strategy against the most
ruthless foe of unionism in the coal
industry. The campaign promises
to be one of the most bitter fights
in the history of unionism in east-
ern Kentucky—the final drive to
organize U. S. Steel-dominated
Harlan county.

To Organize Harlan

Immediate. complete organiza-
tion of Harlan county, no matter
what the price, is the goal of the
United Mine Workers of America.
And to attain this goal every re-
source of the entire organization
will be brought into full play. With
representatives of ten districts
present, a convention was held at
Middlesboro, Ky., Jan. 5 and a
definite plan of action which calls
for immediate organization work
was drafted.

The convention called primarily
to elect a scale committee from
District 19 (where Harlan county
is located) was turned into the
greatest labor rally this section of
the country has seen in many
years. Virtually the entire bitum-
inous field was represented. Both
financial aid and organizers from
neighboring districts were pledge

(Continued on Page 6)
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America Prepares for War thru
Buenos Aires Peace Conference

By ELLEN WARD
HE official call to the “Buenos

Aires Inter-American Confer-
ence for the Maintenance of
Peace” featured the following
agenda, drawn up by the Govern-
ing Board of the Pan-American
Union:

. Organization of Peace

. Neutrality

. Limitation of armaments

. Juridical problems

. Economic problems

. Intellectual cooperation
Before discussing the agenda we

might consider several preliminary

questions:; Why did the United

States call this peace conference

and why at Buenos Aires?

SO WD

The Why of the Conference

It is generally agreed that the
threatening world war was the
prime motive. The American rul-
ing class needs to line up all the
units of its hinterland in prepara-
tion for the war. Could it have
forged all the Latin American
countries into one solid bloc, say
into an American League of Na-
tions, it would have had an effec-
tive instrument at its command.
It is this long view of the future
that inspired President Roosevelt’s
policy of the “Good Neighbor.”

An American League of Nations
would mean not only a most effec-
tive defense but also no mean help
in supplying war’s voracious
needs, for both Americas are vast
storehouses of indispensable raw
materials and supplies for troops.
If these could be “padlocked” by
commor, agreement it would give
the United States tremendous ad-
vantages in raw materials—oil
from a number of Latin American
countries, tin from Bolivia, rub-
ber and coffee from Brazil, ni-
trates from Chile, copper and man-
ganese from Peru, and meat and
wheat from Uruguay and the Ar-
gentine,

Argentina Balks

All these major considerations
and a few “minor” ones—such as
giving Great Britain another
shove towards the Atlantic, ex-
plain the deep chagrin of Cordell
Hull when Argentina lined up the
largest countries against the
American pet plan of an exclusive-
ly American League of Nations.
Argentina of all countries! Ar-
gentina whom we had wooed so
effusively and with such anxious
hope! Argentina whom we “hon-
ored” by calling the conference in
her capital city. Good old Argen-
tina put on a great show for our
chief executive; outdid all Latin-
America in courtesy and warmth
and shouted herself hoarse over the
privilege of entertaining Roose-
velt but when the moment came
for delivering—the pull of Great
Britain upon the economic life and
political thought of Argentina was
too strong. The rope didn’t even
loosen, much less break.

President Justo’s (Argentina)
keynote address spoke out against
a separate American league and
once more stressed the importance
of close cooperation with the
League of Nations.

Saavedra Lamas, her foreign
minister and master of ceremonies
at the conference, led the oppo-
sition against any suggestion of

a permanent machinery for con-
certed American action or any po-
sitive declaration of policy such
as prohibition of export of arms
or loans to belligerents.

On December 15, Harold Hin-
ton, N. Y. Times correspondent
sent the following despatch. “The
Argentina delegation today again
upset the equilibrium at Buenos
Aires by withdrawing its approval
of the Neutrality convention. It
was hinted that the British For-
eign Office had a hand in stiffen-
ing Argentine opposition to the
United States neutrality plan. . . .
Great Britain doesn’t appear to
fear the present scope of the pro-
posal but rather possible future
developments. In the event of war
Great Britain would undoubtedly
be largely dependent on the Ar-
gentine for wheat, beef and mut-
ton.”

And althought the United States
neutrality plan carefully limited
restrictions to arms and loans,
nevertheless Argentina (that is
Great Britain) feared that other
commodities might be included lat-
er if the principle were once es-
tablished, and before she would
even agree to the neutrality con-
vention she insisted upon writing
into it that—*“nothing in the con-
vention interferes with the obliga-
tions of members of the League of
Nations” and insisted upon a fur-
ther reservation as to the export
of food, raw materials and money
to purchase food for belligerents.
It is obvious that all these reser-
vations castrate the whole neutral-
ity plan.

“Culture” vs. Solidarity

Uruguay, siding with the Argen-
tine, also opposed the project of a
permanent consultative commission
charged with settling disputes
which Hull had set his heart on
and included in his neutrality
draft. Uruguay along with Colom-
bia, Chile, and Mexico, insisted up-
on calling a consultative com-
mission only after a controversy
has started. Her delegation also
stated that they were opposed to
American countries adopting sanc-
tions against European nations be-
cause Uruguay’s“cultural relations
with Europe were closer than those
with America and we cannot break
those relations just to maintain

solidarity with Latin-American
countries.”

All these sharp words at a con-
ference begun so auspiciously

grieved the American delegation
no end. Hull had come not only
to establish an American League
but also to secure our hinterland
as well as to reach an understand-
ing that would further pry open
the rich South American markets
to our exports, but he met unex-
pectedly stjff resistance on all
fronts excepting the central Amer-
ican countries which are so com-
pletely under the economic and po-
litical dominance of the United
States.

Saavedra Lamas stated: “I have
had the great satisfaction of being
in charge of Argentina’s foreign
affairs during the last four years
in which there has been a complete
about-face in the relationship be-
tween Argentina and the United
States. There is however one
troublesome question between us
now. That is the insistence of the
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United States on shutting out our
meat by a sanitary regulation that
holds that hoof and mouth disease
is rampant in Argentina, when
everyone knows it is not.” And
a little later:

“As far as the conference is
concerned the United States and
the Argentine show the same ab-
solute divergence of views on for-
eign trade policy as they did. on
the political aspects of the peace
machinery. Argentina has devel-
oped the European methods of bi-
lateral trade balancing, exchange
control and clearing agreements.
It is a policy that conflicts with
that of the United States and this
divergence added to the essentially
competitive nature of the produce
of two countries would make a
trade agreement difficult to reach.”
(N. Y. Times, Dec. 22).

Difficult indeed! It is not diffi-
cult to imagine the state of mind
of the American farmer if the
Roosevelt administration should by
chance decide to let in Argentina’s
beef and hides.

The Voice of Britain

The opposition spoke through
the voice of Argentina but the
words were of Great Britain. De-
spite America’s giant strides in
penetrating Latin America, Eng-
land is still considerably the su-
perior in South America. In Ar-
gentina alone she controls the Cen-
tral Bank, the railways and export
trade; especially since the 1933
trade treaty. And it is now, in
the name of peace, that the Unit-
ed States comes to resume the
struggle against England. Argen-
tina’s foreign trade is greater than
that of all the rest of South Amer-
ica, excluding Brazil, and it is also
greater than Brazil’s. In 1935 Eng-
land’s business with Argentina
reached 705 million pesos. The
United States came second with
342 million and Germany third
with 207 million pesos.

A Case of Total Amnesia

From this brief summary it
should be obvious that the many
words of greeting and rejoicing
and good cheer in the columns of
the Daily Worker had very little
justification. Gannes showed a
woeful lack of understanding of
social forces in Latin America and
of his own imperialist government
when he stated so pompously
(D.W. Nov. 19, 1936) “The Con-
ference can become one of the most
powerful forces to block the fas-
cist drive to a new world conflag-
ration.” And then again a little
later:

“The Inter-American Peace Con-
ference must act to stay the bloody
hand of Hitler and Mussolini. .
By warning the fascist powers that
the United States is ready to act
with all forces standing for peace

the fascist bandits can be
stopped in their tracks”. And on
December 9, “It is the object of the
Roosevelt government representing
American imperialist interests as
it sees them, to create an alliance
of the American nations for the
maintenance of peace.”

To promote such illusions be-
trays complete amnesia of all that
Lenin ever taught about imperial-
ism in its relation to colonial and
semi-colonial countries.

Picture the astonishment of the
Daily Worker when it found itself
“betrayed” so soon after the end
of the conference. In its editorial on
January 7, 1937, it is forced thus
to chide President Roosevelt: “At
the Buenos Aires conference both
Roosevelt and Hull emphasized in
their speeches the relationship be-
tween democracy and peace. They
expressed the view that the de-
fense of democracy means the de-
fense of peace. Now the joint reso-
lution (prohibiting the sending of

The 1936 Elections

LABOR PLAYED NEW
ROLE IN ELECTIONS

By JAY LOVESTONE

O matter what criticism one

may justifiably make of labor’s
conduct in the last elections, it can-
not be denied that, as a class,‘ the
workers played a role more dist.ln.ct,
more important, and more decisive
than in any preceding election
struggles. Granting all the_ vague-
ness and lack of class-consciousness
featuring the attitude of labor to-
ward Roosevelt, yet, it must be ad-
mitted that more than ever before,
did labor appear politically as an
independent entity. This obviously
is a mortal blow to the Gompers
theory of labor non-partisanship
and to the Green practice of “re-
ward your friends and punish your
enemies”’—a practice which almgst
uniformly operates in reverse 1n-
sorar as labor’s interests go.

A no small phase of the conse-
quences of labor’s role in the last
campaign was the death -of }{ut-
cheson, politically. This specimen
of the rankest reaction and ques-
tionable integrity in American la-
bor is politically through, because
the Republican Party, whose ser-
vile tool he had been, has been un-
able to pay him twice in succession.
In Hutcheson’s fold, this is bad
business. And what is bad business
for this type of labor leader breeds
no following!

For the ruling class as such, the
very existence of the Labor Non-
Partisan League and other organ-
izations of this kind, means that
even the most liberal section of
the dominant bourgeois group will
have to deal with labor more and
more as an organized force and
not resort to buying individuals.
Here is a new factor making for a
national Labor Party. In this sense,
the American Labor Party of New
York was far more important than
it appeared to some of the people
who thought that they were toying
with it. Mr. Frank R. Kent, a Lan-
don convert of some calibre, saw
this when he pointed out in the
Wuall Street Journal of November
4th, that:

“The real Third Party movement
in this campaign was mnot the
Coughlin - Townsend-Smith- Lemke
effort. The real one was that pro-
moted by the Lewis-Berry type of
Labor leader who put a full elec-
toral ticket in the field in New
York and one or two other states—
all in the interests of Mr. Roose-
velt.The reason this movement 1is
serious is because its buckers had
no purpose except to lay their foun-
dation. They look to 1940 for their
real effort, and this gives them four
years in which to prepare. Theirs

.| was not a single campaign proposi-

tion but the beginning of a drive
for the establishment of what they
expect to become, ome of two ma-
jor political parties in this coun-
try, and they are too smart to
think that can be achieved in one
campaign or one year.”

Lenin, in analyzing the devel-
opment of the British Labor Par-
ty, time and again made it clear
that the beginning of such a move-
ment necessarily must be vague,
confusing and lacking in class con-
sciousness. Nevertheless, even tho
the leaders of the United Mine
Workers and the I.L.G.W.U. may
not all have understood the dy-

arms to the Madrid government)
inspired by Roosevelt becomes an
abandonment of aid to democracy
in Spain. Thereby it plays into the
hands of the fascist war makers.”
The naughty boys at Washing-
ton! Mean of them to go off on
such a tangent, and let Gannes of
the Daily Worker remain holding
the bag chock full of the rosy il-
lusions of the peoples fronters.
(Concluded in Next Issue)

namic import of their members
stopping work and attending spe-
cial mid-day labor political meet-
ings, vet, for Marxists, the revo-
lutionary implications therein are
clear.

Towards An Undermining Of Two
Party System

It may sound paradoxical and to
the superficial observer it may ap-
pear contradictory, still, the re-
sults of the election make for a
further undermining of the two
party system. Our contention is
based not so much on the strength
of the splinter Democrats (so-
called Jeffersonians a la Colby) as
on the definiteness of the 1936
breakaway from the Republican
Party. The G.0.P. had calculated
on a return to the fold of strong
sections of the agrarian mid-west
and far west. This erstwhile solid
Republican territory is apparently
through with the republicanism of
yesterday and is looking for a new
camp.

It would be far from sound to
conclude that this sector of the
American electorate has already
become or will definitely become
part and parcel of a Democratic
Party in which the “Solid South”
continues to play so dominant a
role. The adhesion of this former
Republican strength to the Demo-
cratic Party todate only emphasizes
the coalition character of the
Roosevelt conglomeration. Within
it there is the germ of tomorrow’s
disruption.

In the same sense the rise of la-
bor as a homogeneous political
force, while but yesterday a power
of strength to the Roosevelt ranks,
is a veritable Frankenstein for the
Democratic Party organization of
tomorrow.

And, of course, we must assume
that the powers that be in the
G.O.P. will also change their “line,”
as it were. They will provide a re-
orientation and reorganization for
the Republican Party. Eaton’s res-
ignation as New York State G.O.P.
chairman was but a straw in the
wind. Hamilton’s days are num-
bered despite his recent re-election
as national chairman at an insu-
rance compary president’s salary.
No one can properly write off a
Party which has managed to at-
tract approximately 409% of the
popular vote. It may lose some of
the 409, but it will attract others
in the procecs of reorientation, re-
organization, and realignment. It

is this process which is far more

significant than the momentary
fortunes at the ballot box. The
forces making for political realign-
ment are today more active than at
any time since 1912,

Modernizing City Machines

In the last elections it became
clear that the powerful city ma-

(Continued on Page 3)

THE NEW WORKERS
SCHOOL BOOKSHOP

announces the
BOOK OF THE WEEK
SALE
offering all best sellers at
marked reductions.
The week of January 25th
We offer
Autographed Copies of

Decline of American
Capitalism
By LEWIS COREY
at $2.75 )
10c postage for all out-of-town
orders
Look for future offers in this
column of Workers Age

WORKERS AGE

Labor in the
Elections

(Continued from Page 2)

chines are going to be increasingly
dependent on a national centre for
their efficacy as dispensers of pa-
tronage and agencies of loot. The
pouring of new millions into the
ranks of the electorates, coupled
with the general trend towards
concentration of political power on
a national basis, decree this. Take
the vote in New York on the char-
ter question. The once invincible
and ever-corrupt Tammany ma-
chine was dead-set against the
charter. It flunked. It met ignom-
inious defeat. The charter was
swept in.

Then, let’s take a glance at the
Kelly-Nash machine of Chicago,
and the Prendergast machine of
Missouri. They are at least as
tough and as crooked as the New
York Sachems. Both were fright-
ened by the outpouring of the un-
controlled votes, that is of the as
yet unaccounted for and untagged
voters. But this species of Amer-
ican political banditry will read-
just itself, will modernize its ma-
chinery in order to hold on to its
booty. We would not at all be sur-
prised if the Roosevelt-Farley reg-
ime would make a clever move here
to enlarge the mass base of these
incorrigible political racket alleys
and in this way, without changing
their substance, give them the ap-
pearance of so-called popular clubs.
The “people” would like it. It
would be a sort of an American
edition of the “popular front.” De-
mocracy would appear invigorated,
reaction would appear prostrate,
honesty would appear triumphant
—and the essential role of the city
machines would be undisturbed.
Here would be an application and
a transformation of the Aaron
Burr Clubs of the days of yore.

New Forms For Fascist
Organization

The Lemke-Coughlin-Townsend
fascist menagerie had boasted that
it corralled ten to twelve million
votes. The mere fact that it could
not deliver should not be taken to
mean that this fascist vermin has
been exterminated. No doubt the
subjective forces of American fas-
cism have been dealt a solar plexus
blow. Likewise, the miserable show-
ing made by this triumvirate should
dispell the illusions even of the in-
structed, though illiterate, people’s
front partisans as to the imminen-
cy and potency of American fas-
cism.

However, there can be no more
costly folly than the conclusion
that American fascism is finished
as the result of Roosevelt’s tri-
umph. Such an error is of the same
blood-relationship as the mistake
on the opposite extreme. American
monopoly capital will learn from
the costly and suicidal Republican
strategy in the last campaign. Big-
gest business in the United States
will positively devise new ways and
better means to build a more vig-
orous fascist movement in the
United States. The triumph of
Rooseveltian democracy last No-
vember does not remove the roots
or fertile soil of fascism in this
country. The very nature of Roose-
veltian democracy breeds the brood
and waters the soil for the sprout-
ing weed and the poison plant. It
is only a mighty forest fire care-
fully prepared and directed by
class conscious labor that can de-
stroy the foundation and end the
future of fascism in America.

The Economic Situation

On the economic situation the
election results will have no de-
cisive effect. The process works the
other wav. The election results are
but a reflex of the generally im-
proved economic trend. It was al-
most beyond belief that with a
markedly improved economic situa-
tion under, even if not because of,

INSIDE STORY OF POUM OUSTER
REVEALS DUPLICITY OF C. P.

By LAMBDA
HE international press ascribed

great significance to the gov-
ernment crisis in Catalonia which
resulted in the exclusion of the
POUM from the government.
Strangely enough, the press of the
Soviet Union takes equal delight in
the case. This event has revealed
the policy of the Comintern in Ca-
talonia and in Spain in general.

The crisis in Catalonia was pre-
ceded by a violent press campaign
waged by the official C.P. (PSUC)
against the POUM, seconded by
Antonoff-Ovsenko, the Soviet con-
sul in Barcelona. The POUM was
accused of being anti-Soviet, “fas-
cist” and “counter-revolutionary”—
a procedure in line with the crush-
ing of all opposition movements in
all C.I. sections, as Trotskyite. The
POUM gave a sharp answer in its
press and at mass meetings. It ob-
jected to being thrown in with the
Trotskyites, reaffirmed its pledge
of defending the Soviet Union
against imperialist attacks, but re-
jected the policy of defense of
bourgeois democracy as pursued by
the PSUC. In the course of the
campaign, however, the intentions
of the PSUC were clearly revealed.

CP Plots Against POUM

In a confidential letter to the
CNT, a member of the Catalan
government, the PSUC put up the
following demands: that the gov-
ernment be granted dictatorial
powers, that workers’ control over
the government, the army, the
police, etc. be eliminated and that
the POUM as the strongest ob-
stacle to the realization of these
demands be removed from the gov-
ernment.

The CNT rejected this demand
and notified the POUM. It was then
presented to the government as an
ultimatum, supported by the Es-
querra, the party of the bourgeois
left. President Companys, leader
of the Esquerra, who had been in
the backgriound wuntil then, and
Terradella, another member of the
Esquerra, thereupon assumed a
dictatorial tone and protested the
lack of “discipline” of the political
parties, demanding a strengthening
of the authority of the govern-
ment. The CNT came out publicly
against the exclusion of the POUM
from the government and demand-
ed that unity of action be retained.

The fact that the PSUC finally
did succeed in gaining the support
of the CNT to oust the POUM was
due entirely to a series of ma-
neuvers in which the Communist
Party utterly disregarded its own
principles and certainly all Com-
munist principles. .Taking advant-
age of the anarchist position that
the government ought not to con-
sist of political parties but ex-
clusively of trade unions, the PSUC
reworded its demand to read that
the government be composed of re-
presentatives of the UGT and the
CNT as well as the Esquerra as
the political representative of the
petty bourgeoisie. Up to this time
the PSUC had vigorously agitated
for the reverse, namely, the par-
ticipation of workers political par-
ties in the government—a correct
Communist demand.

CNT Falls Into Trap

The CNT fell into the trap, the
new government being composed of
representatives of the UGT, the

his regime, Roosevelt could be de-
feated. In a momentary sense the
election results have proved a sort
of stimulus to immediate business.
because the campaign was out of
the way. The consistently conser-
vative nature of the Roosevelt pro-
gram now unfolding itself, will, of
course, stimulate big business con-
fidence in itself and in its leader
in the White House. To some ex-
tent, this is a positive factor mak-
(Continued on Page 4)

CNT and the Esquerra. The POUM
as a political party was eliminated.
“Quite by accident” the three re-
presentatives of the UGT turned
out to be PSUC men. The CNT, in
blissful ignorance, believed that the
government was “free of political
influences.” The political signifi-
ance of these maneuvers was point-
ed out by the Plenum of the POUM
in its appeal to the workers of
Catalenia; (La Batalla, December
16, 1936):

“The crisis in the government
was entirely due to the PSUC
which has been a brake on the
revolutionary development of the
Catalan proletariat. The leadership
of the PSUC and of the CNT are
of the opinion that the moment has
come for them to curb the revolu-
tion. That and that alone is the
meaning of the crisis they pro-
voked. They believed the removal
of the POUM necessary because
they know that our representatives
would not have permitted the des-
truction of the achievements of the
revolution.

“The PSUC wants a free hand in
building up a republican army
which would be completely con-
trolled by professional army men.
It wants to wrest control over the
army from the workers. It is striv-
ing to prevent the formation of a
revolutionary army based on work-
ers’ militia.

“The PSUC is aiming to set up
a government with dictatorial
powers, a government in which the
ministers are not responsible to
their respective organizations, in
short, a strong government which
will direct all its efforts to crush
the creative revolutionary instinct
of the proletariat.

“The Central Committee of the
POUM assembled in Barcelona is
duty bound to denounce this ma-
neuver against the revolution. The
entire Central Committee of the
POUM recognized that unity of
action of the proletariat is ab-
solutely necessary in order to
achieve victory over fascism and
to realize the proletarian revolution.
If unity of action is disrupted, we
are not to blame. We have made in-
numerable efforts to maintain
unity, and we are ready to con-
tinue our efforts in order to ad-
vance the socialist revolution.”

POUM Reaffirms Stand

In connection with this, Andres
Nin the representative of the
POUM in the government prior to
its expulsion, said the following in
a radio talk as reported in La Ba-
talla, December 17, 1936:

“From the very beginning there
was a fundamental division on two
essential points; that of war and
of inner security. As far as the war
question is concerned, it is our be-
lief that the remnants of the old
army must be destroyed. The mili-
tia are ineffective and inadequate.
We need an army which will face
the well-armed and thoroly train-
ed troops of Franco and this army
must be a workers army—a revolu-
tionary army. It stands to reason
that we must enlist the aid of
bourgeois technicians. The basic
question, however, is whether con-
trol shall rest with these teche
nicians or with the working class.
We stand for the latter and are
calling for the formation of a war
commissariat controlled by the
workers organizations.”

On the question of the Soviet
Union, Nin stated:

“We were the first to defend the
Soviet Union at a time when those
who slander us today made vicious
attacks upon the Soviet Union. We
are grateful to the Russian people
for the aid they have extended to
us. But then Mexico has also aided
us without asking anything in re-
turn. We insist that the working
class of Catalonia remain the
master of its fate. We shall oppose
interference whatever its source...

We do not reject collaboration with
the petty bourgeoisie if it adopts
a proletarian outlook.”

In raising again and with renew-
ed vigor the slogan for the form-
ation of a workers and peasants
government based on committees
composed of workers, combatants
and peasants, the POUM has given
a constructive answer to its crities.

POUM For Workers’ Rule

The political resolution adopted
by the Central Committee of the
POUM states among other things:
(La Batalla, December 18, 1936).

“The attempt to exclude the
POUM from the Generalidad, the
first step of a comprehensive ma-
neuver which will eventually result
in the exclusion of the CNT as well,
was made in order to remove all
obstacles in the way of curbing
the revolution.

“Under these circumstances, it is
the opinion of the POUM that one
of the most effective weapons to
counter-act the effects of these ma-
neuvers, to safeguard the achieve-
ments of the working class and to
advance its revolutionry aims, will
be the formation of suitable organs,
for the expression of the revolu-
tionary aspirations of the working
class, for rallying the masses and
to form the basis for its future
regime. Parliament as an institu-
tion belongs to the period before
July 19th. Neither its composition
or spirit can serve the present
needs of the revolution. Only a
“constituent assembly” can create
a new society which will be free of
the oppression of landlords and
capitalists—a Union of Socialist
Republics of Iberia.

“The deputies of this Assembly
will not be elected on the basis of
universal suffrage, which is a rem-
nant of bourgeois democracy, but
by the workers, the peasants and
combatants, thru their factory com-
mitteces, women’s auxiliaries and
soldiers’ delegates. This Assembly
must give rise to a socialist recon-
struction of the country and to a
workers and peasants government
representing the will of the masses,
fighting against fascism not mere-
ly for a democratic republic but
first and foremost for a society free
of capitalist exploitation.

“The enlarged Central Commit-
tee of the POUM is of the opinion
that unless there is true workers
democracy which will prevent any
and all attempts at dictatorial
hegemony of one Party the prole-
tariat cannot be victorious. Hence,
it is obligatory that factory com-
mittees are chosen directly in gen-
eral factory meelings, that the
trade unions hold meetings and
that, in short, the entire working
class participate actively and
directly in the discussion and deci-
sion of all decisive questions which
the civil war and the revolution
have raised.

“Our basic slogans at present
therefore must be:

“Dissolution of the bourgeois
parliament!

“A Constituent Assembly of
delegates from factory committees,
from peasant organizations and
from the front!

“A workers and peasants govern-
ment !

“Workers Democracy!”

During the government crisis
one of the leaders of the PSUC
spread the story of an alleged at-
tack on him which proved to be
pure fiction. Such tactics are
characteristic of the way in which
the official C.P. is conducting its
fight against the POUM.

“A Stupid Lie”

The Moscow correspondent of
Temps has the following to say
on the reception of the Catalan
crisis on the part of the Moscow
press: (Temps, December 20, 1936)

“The government crisis which re-
sulted in the elimination of Trot-
skyite (!) elements from the gov-

Nazi Aid to

Franco Shown

M. de Kerillis, the pro-fascist
French deputy, recently returned
from a tour of inspection of Fran-
co’s forces in Spain. The pro-fas-
cist is now not so sure of a fascist
victory in Spain and quotes rebel
sources for the following figures of

foreign troops fighting with
Franco:

“5,000 Germans with special
weapons (that 1is, aeroplanes,

tanks, etc.) and approximately two
other Regular Army divisions—
that is, about.20,000 to 25,000 men.
The total number of German sol-
diers may thus be estimated at be-
tween 26,000 and 31,000,

“Other foreigners fighting on
the rebel side are 2,00 Irishmen,
500 Frenchmen, and 1500 others,
including Italian airmen.”

M. de Kerillis also received from
rebel headquarters the following
estimate of foreign soldiers fight-
ing on the Government side:

“10,000 to 15,000 Russians, most-
ly Regular Army units. 10,000 to
12,000 Frenchmen, all volunteers,
2,000 to 3,000 Belgians, 2,000 to
3,000 Polish, Czech and German
Communists.”

ernment is being heralded in Mos-
cow with obvious pleasure. The
Trotskyite organization, POUM,
has been regarded here as the
cause of disorder and provocation.
Its elimination from the govern-
ment will have the effect of streng-
thening the actions of the govern-
ment. The Trotskyites despite their
participation in the gov’t raised
demagogic slogans calling for a
purely workers government and all
kinds of economic restrictions
against the petty bourgeoisie.

“The unification of all anti-fas-
cist forces is now more necessary
than ever, according to the Soviet
papers. The actions of the Trot-
skyites are aimed at the disintegra-
tion of the People’s Front thru the
exclusion of certain Republican
elements which are fighting in
good faith. The Izvestia writes:

‘The Trotskyites are pursuing a
policy of treason. They are assum-
ing the role of agents of fascism
because their policy serves only the
interests of the Rebels and their
masters, the Germans and the
Italians’.”

To which we might add: It’s a lie
and a stupid lie at that! These
maneuvers of the PSUC inspired
by the C.I. leadership occur, pecu-
liarly enough, precisely at the
moment when the French and
British bourgeoisie are offering to
arbitrate. This had had the effect
of encouraging the bourgeois ele-
ments in the loyalist camp and of
setting back the beginnings of the
proletarian revolution by liquidat-
ing its own organizations and help-
ing to re-establish the bourgeoisie,
politically and economically. What-
ever may be the motives of the
leadership of the C.I. and of its
Party in Catalonia and in Spain in
general, its actions tend to support
the efforts of the Spanish and in-
ternational bourgeoisie.

POUM Must Be Aided

It is for this reason that the
POUM was ousted from the Cata-
lan government. The Comintern has
sunk to its lowest political level to-
date, and has assumed the role of
the Eberts and Scheidemanns of
1918 and the Russian Mensheviks
of 1917. Its policy calls for sharp
protest.

The consequences of its actions
are leading in a counter-revolution-
ary direction. This fact must be
stated unequivocally.

We, on our part, are convinced
that the working class of Catalo-
nia, under the leadership of its
revolutionary vanguard—the
POUM, will defeat this maneuver
and that the effect will be a speedy
and thoro defeat of the PSUC, of
the Spanish policy of the CI and
of those bourgeois elements who
benefit from this course of action.
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LENIN SPEAKS ON DEMOCRACY

N the occasion of the anniversary of the death
of our teacher and leader—Lenin,* we can
think of no better tribute to his memory than to re-
print the theses submitted by him, and his conclud-
ing speech on bourgeois democracy, delivered on
March 4, 1919, at the first, foundation congress of
the Third (Communist )International, held in Mos-
cow.

This resolution provided the rock foundation up-
on which the revolutionary Communist Internation-
al was built. -From these basic concepts, involving
the revolutionary view of the state, the communist
movement never deviated until the seventh congress
of the Communist International in August 1936. At
this congress, the present leadership, headed by
Stalin, cut the Communist International loose from
its revolutionary moorings and embarked it on the
perilous seas of opportunism and reformism.

Unless. the Communist International returns
speedily to the principles of Leninism, in its atti-
tude to bourgeois democracy, it will be destroyed
as a revolutionary force. We submit the follow-
ing lines in the hope that it will cause some think-
ing communists to pause in the mad, headlong dash
to destruction.—Editor,

1. The growth of the revolutionary movement
of the proletariat in all countries has caused convul-
sive efforts of the bourgeoisie and its agents in the
labor organizations to find ideological and political
arguments for the defense of the role of the ex-
ploiters. Among these arguments they particularly
put forward condemnation of dictatorship and the
defense of democracy. The falseness and hypocrisy
of such an argument, repeated in thousands of dif-
ferent ways in the capitalist press and at the con-
ference of the yellow International at Berne! in
1919, are clear for all those who do not wish to
change the fundamental laws of socialism.

2. First of all this argument is based on the con-
ception of “democracy in general” and of “dictator-
ship in general”, without posing the question as to
which class is involved. Such a non-class or super-
class, apparently generally national way of putting
the question is a direct mockery of the main teach-
ings of socialism, particularly the teaching of the
class struggle, which is recognized in' words and
forgotten in practice by those socialists who have
passed over to the side of the bourgeoisie. For
there is not a single civilized capitalist country in
which {‘democracy in general” exists, but there ex-
ists only bourgeois democracy, and it is not a ques-
tion of “dictatorship in general”, but of the dicta-
torship of an oppressed class, that is of the prole-
tariat, over the oppressors and exploiters, that is
the bourgeoisie, with the aim of overcoming the
resistance which the exploiters manifest in the fight
for the domination.

3. History teaches that not a single oppressed
class has ever come to power or ever could come
to power, without living through a period of dic-
tatorship, that is of the conquest of political pow-
er, and of the forcible suppression of the most des-
perate, the most furious resistance which the ex-

* Lenin died on January 22, 1924.
1. The Conference at which the Second International re-
constituted itself after the war.

V. I. LENIN --1870-1924

ploiters have always shown, not hesitating at any
crimes. The bourgeoisie, whose rule the Socialists
are now defending in talking against “dictatorship
in general” and standing up for “democracy in gen-
eral”, has conquered power in the advanced coun-
tries at the price of a number of revolts, civil wars,
forcible suppression of kings, feudal lords, slave
owners and of all their efforts at restoration. The
Socialists of all countries have explained to the
people thousands of millions of times in their books,
in their pamphlets, in the resolutions of their con-
gresses, in their agitational speeches, the class char-
acter of these bourgeois revolutions and of this
bourgeois dictatorship. Therefore, the present de-
fense of bourgeois democracy under the appearance
of speeches about “democracy in general” and the
present shrieks and cries against the dictatorship
of the proletariat in the shape of cries about “dic-
tatorship in general” are a direct betrayal of social-
ism, in fact mean passing over to the side of the
bourgeoisie, denying the right of the proletariat to
its own, proletarian revolution, defending bour-
geois reformism at the very historical moment when
bourgeois reformism throughout the world has col-

lapsed and when the war has created a revolutionary
situation.

4. All Socialists, in explaining the class char-
acter of bourgeois civilization, of bourgeois demo-
cracy, of bourgeois parliamentarism, have expressed
the thought which Marx and Engels spoke out with
the greatest scientific exactness when they said that
the most democratic bourgeois republic is nothing
else but a machine for the suppression of the work-
ing class by the bourgeoisie, of the mass of toilers
by a handful of capitalists. There is not a single
revoluticnary, not a single Marxist among those
who today shout out against dictatorship and for
democracy, who would not solemnly declare and
swear before the workers that he recognizes this
fundamental truth of socialism. But now, when
the revclutionary proletariat is passing into ferment
and movement directed towards the destruction of
this machine of cppression and towards the con-
quest. of proletarian dictatorship, these traitors to
socialism pretend that the bourgeoisie has present-
ed the toilers with “pure democracy”, that the
bourgeoisie has renounced resistance and is ready
to be obedient to the majority of the toilers, that
there was not and is not in the democratic repub-
lic any kind of state machine for the suppression
of labor by capital.

5. The Paris Commune, which everyone who
wished to be considered a Socialist, honors, for they
know that the working masses warmly and sincerely
sympathize with it, has shown particularly clearly
the historically conditioned character and limited
value of bourgeois parliamentarism and of bour-
geois democracy—of institutions which are in the
highest degree progressive in comparison with the
middle ages but which inevitably call for funda-
mental change in the epoch of proletarian revolu-
tion. Marx in particular, who best of all estimated
the importance of the Commune, in his analysis of
it showed the exploiting character of bourgeois de-
mocracy and of bourgeois parliamentarism, by
which the oppressed classes get the right once every
few years to decide which representative of the
possessing classes shall “represent and suppress”
the people in parliament. Particularly today, when
the Soviet movement, by embracing the whole
world, is continuing the work of the Commune be-
fore the eyes of all, the traitors to socialism for-
get the concrete experience and concrete lessons of
the Paris Commune when they repeat the old bour-
geois rubbish about “democracy in general”. The
Commune was not a parliamentary institution.

6. The importance of the Commune consists fur-
ther in the fact that it made an effort to smash and
destroy to the foundation the bourgeois state ap-
paratus, its civil service, legal, military and police
apparatus, replacing it by the self-administering
mass organizations of the workers which recognized
no division of legislative and executive power. All
modern bourgeois democratic republics, including
the German, which the traitors to socialism derid-
ing the truth, call a proletarian republic, preserve
this state apparatus. In this way it is again and
again fully and clearly confirmed that the shouts
in defense of “democracy in general” are in fact a
defense of the bourgeoisie and of its exploiting privi-
leges. (to be continued)

THE 1936 ELECTIONS

(Continued from Page 3)

ign for an ascending curve of rent,
interest and profit.

Accentuating State Capitalism
Trend

As a consequence of the election,
the trend toward State capitalism
will be acentuated. Even if Lan-
don had been elected the essential
tendency would continue. Specific
expressions might, in some re-
spects, be different under the lat-
ter circumstances. We must recog-
nize that the development of state
capitalism, regardless of opposition
to some of its forms in certain
bourgeois ranks, does serve, for a
brief period, and in a limited way,
as a stabilizer of private bourgeois
enterprise.

Radical Labor Hard Hit
We will not go into a detailed

consideration of the effect of the

elections on the radical sections of
the labor movement. For the So-
cialist Party the election was a

crushing blow. Norman Thomas re-
ceived merely a consolation vote.
The results of the campaign will
serve to precipitate a new crisis
and deepen the old crisis in the
Socialist Party ranks. The Thomas
organization will pay a very heavy
price for its sectarianism—and its
simultaneous opportunism. The
Trotsky toxin is proving fatal. Ap-
pearing as a cure for S.P. impo-
tency and division, it is operating
as a curse and germ of destruction.
For the Communist Party the
election results were a scathing in-
dictment of its entire line. But yes-
terday it would have been unbe-
lievable that General Secretary
Browder would, as a communist,
boast about having elected Roose-
veit. However, on the basis of fos-
tering all the bourgeois-democratic
iilusions, on the basis of fighting
for “the people” instead of the
working class, such inconceivable
possibilities of yesterday have be-
come tragic realities of today.
The loss of the Communist vote

is greater than the absolute figures
would indicate. The significance of
the loss is more sinister. Four years
of capitalist crisis and difficulty
had apparently not been utilized
by the C.P. For the first time in
the history of the C.P. there was
no increasing presidential vote.
Worse than this, the C.P. should
have registered this time an in-
crease beyond the absolute gain in
the total number of participating
voters because the millions of new
voters this time came from the most
oppressed sections of society. The
more than 20% loss of the C.P.
vote is a direet fruit of its overt
and covert support of Franklin D.
Roosevelt as a champion of “the
hattlers against fascism” in Amer-
jca, the fascism about to triumph
and about to resort to arms in or-
der to undo the will of the people!

In 1936 the Communist Party
song was of a quite different tune.
Not even all the radio opportuni-
ties, not even all the acres of pub-
licity in the daily press, not even
all {he stupidities of the G.H.Q. of
the G.0.P., not even Tampa and

Terre Haute incidents, not even

the increasing popularity of the
U.S.S.R.,, not even the new situa-
tion in the iabor movement could
prevent the American C.P. (apply-
ing the people’s front strategy)
from playing a grotesque and piti-
ful role. Both the strategy and re-
sults emphasized the ridiculous me-
chanical transference of tactics
from abroad to a situation in which
such policy isn’t even debatable.

Sharper Struggles Ahead

On the class struggle in general
the election results will have a
sharpening effect. It is now obvi-
ous, as it should have been months
ago to everyone, that the election
campaign itself tended to delay
quite a number of strikes. No
doubt the very energy and re-
sources thrown into the election
campaign by the United Mine
Workers tended to slow down the
C.1.0. campaign for the unioniza-
tion of the steel workers. The very
illusions which labor entertained
as to its scoring a victory thru
the election of Roosevelt will cause
the labor organizations to demand
a price, to try to collect. Here is

a factor serving to lend impetus
to giant labor struggles. The pro-
cess of disillusionment will be
costly, but the struggle will be
worth while, determined, unifying,
and inspiring.
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WAGNER ACT BULWARK
OF COMPANY UNIONISM

By J. BROWN
EN section 7a was in-

zluded in the National Re-
covery Act of 1933, the American
Federation of Labor proclaimed it
as the “magna charta” of labor.
Experience, however, proved that
this clause was just as much a pit-
fall as a stimulus for labor organ-
ization. It was precisely this ad-
verse reaction to section 7a that
was instrumental in the eventual
creation of the Wagner Labor Act.
The enactment of the latter act in
1935 brought forth a second round
of cheers for governmental inter-
vention in labor disputes. William
Green blossomed forth with his
usual sweeping hallelujah along
the following lines: “ . . . under
the bill working people may organ-
tze free from intimidation or coer-
cion on the part of employers, may
be represented by those of their
own choosing in collective bargain-
ing, and by a majority vote may
gelect their own bargaining agen-
cy.” Although this statement was
made at the time of passage of
the bill, it still represents the pre-
valent attitude of the organized
labor movement. The hostility
of organized capital to the
act has intensified labor’s fervor
and faith in the act. This uncriti-
cal approach to the act, as a
whole, is beclouding the true na-
ture of the role of the government
in the class struggle. This is be-
coming a decisive question in the
development of the American capi-
talist system.

Implications of Wagner Act

The failure to see the real im-
plications of the Wagner Labor
Act results from an over-emphasis
of certain aspects.. Whereas capi-
tal rejects the act because of the
pro-labor features, organized labor
accepts it precisely because of
those features and ignores the rest
of the dangers. This is a fair in-
dication of the difference in ag-
gressiveness between capital and
labor, In not viewing the act as a
whole, organized labor fails to
take into account the Jekyl-Hyde
nature of the act.

On the one hand, the stated aims,
policies, and abstract concepts in
the act are avowedly pro-labor.
They ring with the declared vir-
‘tues of collective bargaining and
with emphatic announcements that
these fundamental rights are to be
considered the law of the land. The
section dealing with unfair labor
practices is perhaps the best expo-
sition that has ever appeared in
labor legislation in the United
States—surely, much more explicit
than anything Section 7a expound-
ed. But on the other hand, where
the act defines and sets forth the
enforcement machinery, the anti-
labor features are magnified, over-
shadowing any honesty of purpose
or excellence of declaration on the
part of the framers of the act.

This dual personality, running
through the entire act, must be
evaluated as a whole and not in
any part or section. The failure of
organized labor to adopt a critical
attitude is fraught with the grav-
est consequences. The exaggerated
claims and the illusions created,
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threaten, in the long run, the de-
velopment of a sound, independent
labor movement. It is, therefore,
in place to present a critical expo-
sition of the nature and the pos-
sible outcome of the effects of the
act in the struggle between labor
and capital.

Aims of Act

The Wagner Labor Act in its
declaration of purpose and policy
is analogous to Section 7Ta of
NIRA. It aims “to promote equal-
ity of bargaining power between
employers and employees . . . ” by
encouraging the practice of col-
lective bargaining, protecting the
workers’ rights of freedom of asso-
ciation, permitting the choosing of
his own representatives in order
to secure the terms and the condi-
tions of employment. It continues
along the lines of 7a by guarantee-
ing workers the right of self-or-
ganization, in order to bargain
without any coercion from the em-
ployers. This proved to be a dou-
ble-edged sword under the work-
ings of the NIRA, resulting in a
tremendous growth of company
unionism. Therefore, the act has
another paragraph stating very ex-
plicity what shall constitute “un-
fair labor practices.”

It shall be unfair for an employer
“to interfere with, restrain or co-
erce employees in the exercise of
their rights as just set forth, to
dominate or interfere with the for-
mation or administration of any
labor organization or contribute fi-
nancial or other support to it by
discrimination in regard to hire or
tenure of employment or any term
or condition of employment to en-
courage or discourage membership
in any labor organization.” As a
statement of unfair practices, it is
unquestionably sound and would be
included in any bill favorable to
the organized labor movenmient. But
its whole effect is practically nulli-
fied when the same section goes on
to define a labor organization as
“AN ORGANIZATION OF ANY
KIND, OR ANY AGENCY OR
EMPLOYEE REPRESENTA-
TION COMMITTEE or plan in
which employees participate and
which exists for the purpose, in
whole or in part, of dealing with
employees concerning grievances,
labor disputes, wages, rates of pay,
or hours of employment” (my em-
phasis). This brings labor right
back to the days of Section Ta,
where the failure to outlaw the
company union nullified any pos-
sible good effect of the law.

Instead of outlawing the compa-
ny union, which most of our labor
leaders insist the act does, it def-
initely declares the company union
legal, ensuring its recognition not
only before the labor boards but
before the courts of law. It is pre-
cisely this clause that explains the
following statement of ‘Senator
Wagner: “Anyone familiar with
these laws will recognize at once
that there is nothing in the present
bill which promotes a union mon-
opoly, which places the stamp of
governmental favor upon any par-
ticular type of wumion, or which
OUTLAWS THE SO-CALLED
COMPANY UNION ... " (my
emphasis—JB). And what the law
does not outlaw, it expressly per-
z_nits to exist as a legal entity by
including the company union as
one form of labor organizatiom.
Labor, under no -circumstances,
can give its unqualified support to
an act harboring such a dangerous
concept!

Enforcement Machinery )

For the purpose of enforcing its
declared aims and policy, the law
has set up the National Labor Re-
lations Board, consisting of five
gnembers appointed by the pres-
ident. They shall have the power
to act as adjudicators and arbitra-
tors in labor-capital disputes. In

addition to hearing disputes con-

cerning “unfair labor practices,” it
has the extremely important power
of holding elections to determine
majority representation. On this
point, the law states: the “Board
shall decide whether in order to ef-
fectuate the policy of this act, the
unit appropriate for the purposes
of collective bargaining shall be
the employer unit, craft unit, plant
unit, or other unit.”

There are two dangers lurking
in this section, namely the concen-
tration of power and the right to
recognize a company union by a
board of five men, appointed by a
president. The fact that, at the
present time, the president is “lib-
eral” and the board is even openly
pro-labor does not eliminate the
permanent danger of a concentra-
tion of power in the hands of the
executive over the lives of the
working class and its organized
movement. Another important as-
pect of the nature of the beoard is
that appoiniments are made with
no recognition of the class or or-
ganizational origin of the indivi-
dual. This means that labor has no
guarantee that the board will be
either sympathetic to its cause or
will be cognizant of its problems.
And as long as we function under
an economic system in which labor
has no control or fundamental pow-
er, the creation of such boards will
be inimical {0 the best interests of
the labor movement.

But even if one grants that the
National Labor Relations Board
can be an instrument of the labor
movement (and there is no doubt
that at present the composition of
the board has aided, in a number
of cases, the organizing campaign
of labor), it has, however, no pow-
er of ultimate enforcement of its
decrees. In this respect, the Board
is somewhat similar to the ineffec-
tual Federal Trade Commission
where the powers of “cease and de-

of its actjvity. For actual enforce-
ment, the Board may petition any
circuit court in the U.S.A. How-
ever, the same court has the juris-
diction to affirm or set aside the
Board’s decision.

The act specifically sets forth
that “the jurisdiction of the court
shall be exclusive and its judgment
and decree shall be final, except
that the same shall be subject to
review of the Supreme Cowrt of
the U.S.A. . ..” Where the Board
has been instrumental in arbitrat-
ing a labor dispute (this is possible
only where both parties willingly
submit to arbitration), the awards
of the Board must be filed in the
courts. The courts then have not
only the power of judging the
merits of the decision hut can re-
submit the case to the Board for
the purpose of greater clarifica-
tion. And “in such case the court
shall suspend action pending its re-
submission of said award to the
Board for interpretation.”

Dangers Ahead

This intricate and long drawn
out legal process plus the creation
of a preliminary system of com-
pulsory arbitration will devitalize
any labor organization that permits
itself to be sidetracked from a pol-
icy of militant struggle to the
pursuit of a legal will o’ the wisp.
The delays inherent in legal ac-
tion, the tremendous amounts of
money needed and the greater re-
sources, legal and financial of the
employers, must inevitably put la-
bor at a great disadvantage. When
the labor movement falls for these
systems of legal snarls, it must, in
the very nature of the process, hin-
der its own independent movement.
No less an individual than Ray-
mond Moley, in commenting on the
act, had the following sage re-
marks to make: “It is an interest-
ing fact that when labor goes to
Washington, it almost never strikes
afterward. Unions go to Washing-
ton and sign. They do mot go to
Washington and strike.”

That the Supreme Court will, in
all probability, void the act, since
there is greater legal precedent

than in the case of the NRA, must

sist” practically define the limits,

the Federation. Everybody can

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles

PIYHE role of the A. F. of L., in the bitter struggle now pro-

ceeding between the auto workers union and General
Motors, is one of the most shocking and flagrant cases of un-
abashed and unmasked strike-breaking in the whole history of

think of some case where the

term strike-breaking would have been an accurate description.

seek safety. Sometimes it would be
the ery that the striking workers
had not seen fit to secure the bene-|
diction of the A. F. of L. fathers
and it would therefore be a cardi-
nal sin to permit their strike to
proceed unmolested. Other times,
we would hear the cry “outlaw
strike” and as far as the workers
in this particular strike were con-
cerned, their goose was cooked
even tho they held membership in
the A. F. of L.

But now there are simply no
excuses and no redeeming features.
Altho the Executive Council did
not encourage this movement it
also did not proscribe it; it never
declared the strike, now on, as an
“outlaw” affair; despite the con-
tinued suspension of the auto work-
ers union, it remains, technically
only, to be sure, part of the A. F.
of L. since its charter had not been
vacated. Yet, leaders of the A. F.
of L.—headed by the “all-power-
ful” John P. Frey of the Metal
Trades Council-—made such an
astounding move, without so much
as a word of consultation with the
responsible leaders of the strike.
The appeal by Frey and others to
the members of the craft unions to
return to the factories struck by
the auto union is, therefore, noth-
ing short of premeditated strike-
breaking.

General Motors has been quick
to clasp to its bosom these new-
found friends—but it is a bear’s
embrace during which every ves-
tige of working class self-respect
will be crushed. The Executive
Council has done itself irreparable
harm—perhaps of suicidal propor-
tions.

* * *

PEAKING of John P. Frey, we

are reminded of the socialist
New Leader to whose columns he
has been a frequent contributor.
In a recent issue, this sheet takes
severely to task no less a person
than Heywood Broun. It “repu-
diates” as *‘shocking and inexcus-
able the characterization applied

not interfere with labor’s disavowsal
of the .act. The labor movement
should disavow the act on the fol-
lowing grounds:

1. There is no definite illegaliza-
tion of company unionism. On the
contrary, the company union is
given legal recognition as a form
of labor organization to be classed
with the bona-fide trade unions.

2. The act is a definite step in
the growing governmental en-
croachment upon the union move-
ment. As Raymond Moley has
pointed out: “Possibly it is one
step in the road to the Federation’s
becoming that quasi-public demi-
governmental agency which Lewis
Lorwin suspected was coming into
existence when he wrote his book
on the A. F. of L. two years ago.”

3. The power of the courts is
increased tremendously in its right
of review of decisions and thus
penctrates more deeply into the
rights of the organized labor move.
ment. The courts also enter the
field of arbitration as a final hear-
ing board.

4. The right to strike is en-
dangered and lost sight of in the
maze of Board hearings, court re-
views, and resubmissions and ap-
peals to the courts.

5. Extreme power is centered in
the hands of the Board and Pres-
ident and the courts.

6. A system of compulsory ar-
bitration is inherent in any such
legislation as the Wagner Lakor

Act.

Still, there usually was some “redeeming”’ feature, some excuse,
'no matter how thin, behind which such despicable action could

by him to the representatives of
labor and the president of the fed-

| eration.” Then follows a few choice

remarks about communists, parlor-
Bolsheviks, slander-mongers and
character assassins.

Here are some of Broun’s re-
marks which aroused the ire and
opened the New Leader’s greal
floodgates of abuse, and every word
of which has been borne out by the
actions of the A. F, of L. leaders
in the auto industry:

“The mask has fallen from the
face of William Green and his as-
sociates. The action of the conven-
tion in regard to the maritime
workers of the Eastern coast is a
frank declaration on the part of
the A. F. of L. leaders that they
stand with the bosses and mot the
workers, Green and his friends
have plainly said: ‘Don’t go else-
where to get your strike-breakers.
We are in o position to supply
them. )

“But the meeting (A. F. of L.
Convention) has tts educational
value. The men in the mass pro-
duction industries can learn what
not to do by watching the school
for scabs, of which William Green
seems to be the principal.”

These are indeed strong words.
But after all, it was William
Green, or his friends acting for
him, who deleted the “seems to be”
and inserted the word “is.”

The New Leader owes an expla-
nation to its readers and an apol-
ogy to Heywood Broun,

* * *

N editorial in the N. Y. Times

of January 11 jubilates as
follows over a recent report by
Secretary af Labor Perkins:

“At present collective bargain-
ing is established by law, but no
lawmaker has ventured to stipulate
that the giving up of certain points
or the exchange of well defined as-
surances, shall be compulsory.-
Unless there can be a compulsory
statute of - some kind, Miss Per-
king does mot think that we shall
have succeeded in putting an end
to industrial warfare.”

As if, such legislation, under
capitalism, can ever put an end to
“industrial warfare”! It may, for
a time, shackle labor to a point
where a struggle for improved con-
ditions is impossible. Ultimately
this struggle would break out
again with all the more force be-
cause of the methods of repression.

We do not believe that there is
any serious danger of the labor
movement submitting peacefully to
the straight-jacket of compulsory
arbitration. It has but to look back
a few years to Kansas in order to
recall vividly the operation of the
“Industrial Court Laws”—a form
of compulsory arbitration. Labor
had to smash these laws with its
bare hands—by means of mass
picketing and mass violations of
industrial court law rulings result-
ing in mass arrests.

However, since class-conscious
spokesmen for employers’ interests
are not only toying with, but also
talking about this proposal, it
might not be a bad idea for labor
organizations to speak up now and,
perhaps, save themselves some
trouble later.
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S—t.—Loui; CPO Proposes
United Labor Ticket

In an Open Letter to the mem-
bers of the Socialist Party and the
Communist Party, the St. Louis
District of the Communist Party
(Opposition) proposed that the
three organizations combine their
forces for the coming city elections
in April by forming a United Labor
Ticket. The latter was officially
presented to the city executive
committees of both parties in St.
Louis for their consideration and is
expected to receive favorable con-
sideration in view of the small
number of votes cast for either of
their tickets in the presidential
election.

The letter to the Socialist and
Communist Party follows in part:

13

. the workers of St. Louis
are facing another election which
is only a few months off, the
Mayoralty elections in April 1937.
Never before, in St. Louis, has the
need for political unity of the work-
ing class been so evident. Now, it
is necessary for both the Com-
munists and Socialists to take steps
towards formulating a United
Front for the coming elections of
April in St. Louis.

“Many arguments in the past
have been posed against a United
Workers Ticket. Here, we are not
referring to the fact that ‘Tom
Mooney is a jail-bird and has no
right on the ballot or that the
Communist Party is trying to un-
dermine the Socialist Party by
having a United Front’ ... In the
light of the results of the 1936
elections, the arguments appear
even more shallow, but for the sake
of those sincere leftward moving
workers these arguments, sham as
they are, must be discussed. The
Socialist Party has declared in the
past that a United Front with the
Communist Party on the political
field would alienate voters to the
right of the Socialist Party. Tt
would be ridiculous to maintain
this argument realizing that the
Socialist and Communist parties
could alienate but fewer voters
than they did in November 1936
Another argument has been held
by the Socialist Party to the effect
that the Communists will not have
a ticket in the field in April and
that they may vote the Socialist
ballot. This “condescending” at-
titude is both opportunistic and sec-
tarian and must be denounced by
all progressive workers. The op-
portunists who pose this argument
do not realize the appeal that a
United Ticket of both Commu-
nists and Socialists would have on
the progressive workers of this
city. Everywhere we see the unifi-
cation of all conservative forces, of
reaction. Certainly, the Commu-
nists and Socialists, the vanguard
of Labor, must do their best to ac-
complish the unity of Labor.

“Again, we wish to point out
that the United Labor Ticket as
well as the Labor Party is a Unit-
ed Front of Workers, and not of
People. The United Labor Ticket,

whose program and platform has
been formulated by the workers
political parties, welcomes the sin-
cere support of any sympathetic
organization. Nevertheless, we de-
nounce any attempt which may be
made to enlist the support of many
liberal and middle-class elements
by bringing them into the United
Labor Ticket at the beginning,
granting them the right to aid in
the formulation of the platform
and program. This is a People’s
Front and not a United Front of
Workers. We fear that the Com-
munist Party will try to initizcte
this idez of a local People’e Front.
All progressive workers must be
on guard against this to see that
the United Workers Ticket is just
what its name implies, a United
Front of Labor.

“We appeal to both the members
of the Communist and Socialist
parties to get their organizations
to go on record for a United Labor
Ticket, which unity of the workers
vanguard will Le a crystallization
of labor forces which will streng-
then the idea of a Federated
Labor Party in the minds of the
rank and file workers of this city.”

Miners Prepare

Harlan Campaign

(Continued from Page 1)
to President W. M. Turnblazer of
Distriet 19, on whose shoulders
rests the task of leading the Har-
lan campaign.

Turnblazer, as he formally open-
ed the convention, sounded the
keynote of action. He declared in
forceful terms that Harlan county
is to be organized, and there is to
be no further delay. He said that
the time has come when the right
to organize and bargain collective-
ly can no longer be denied, even
in such a spot as Harlan county.
He pointed to the fact that the
work involved is not merely the
bringing of the union to Harlan
but to advertise to the world that
collective bargaining is here to
stay.

Prior to the convention a huge
mass meeting had been planned at
Evarts near the scene of the
famous “Battle of Evarts.” [A bat-
tle between miners and mine
guards took place at Evarts on
May 8, 1931, in which three of-
ficers and one miner was killed.
Three miners are now serving life
terms in the state prison at Frank-
fort as the result of the fight. Re-
cently a number of labor organiza-
(icns eppealad to the governor to

Budget Builds
By Cutting

Battleships
Needed Relief

By creating some very hypothe-jincreasingly reactionary role of the

tical
President Roosevelt managed to
nromise a balanced budget for the
fiscal year of 1939. “If” industry
re-employs millions, “if” Congress
doesn’t add any expense—then,

i said the Leader everything would

be hunky-dory. Of course, he made
no attempt at an analysis of the
possibilities of such re-employ-
ment: that is, no examination of
the question of technological un-
employment, greatly intensified by
the crisis, no mention of the speed-
up, which makes workers unem-
ployvable, according to capitalist
standards and conditions of work,
after seven to ten vears on the
line. He played on the wide-spread
illusion that industrial re-employ-
ment depends on the paternal
good-will and co-operation of the
employing class, whereas “effici-
ency” (maximum profit-seeking)
rules the roost.

As for the second point, this can
be treated as a2 political maneuver
and a political weather-vane.
F.D.R., he himself explains to the
listening business interests, is not
and was not “radical.” Deep in his
heart has been the best interests
of capitalism. And more, he eluci-
dates, those “revolutionary conse-
quences” of New Deal policy which
were envisioned by the bosses. can-
not, if, they occur, be attributed
to him. Tt will be Congress, “rad-
ical and irresponsible” that will
have to be attacked for any acts
dangerous to the system. While
this is not the place to discuss the

OPEN HOUSE

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
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at the

conditions for the future,|executive, and the

reflection of
anti-democratic tendencies among
certain ruling circles, the poten-
tial dangers of this statément, and
the proposed government re-organ-
ization, must be noted.

The budget yproper has certain
general features of particular in-
terest to the labor movement.
First, everyone must bhe struck
with the fact that while the social
Security reserve account is written
down as being  $540.000,009, ac-
tual practice makes the account
£50,000,000, and even that is go-
ing to be reduced to one-third in
all likelihnod. Now this tidy sum
of one-half hillion goes quite a way
to covering other government ex-
penditures—but mnot, as indicated
in the budget, relief apprcpria-
tions.

What are the President’s pro-
posals to deal with relief to the
unemploved?  Barron’s Weekiy
(January 11th) after mistakenly
finding that the annual message to
Congress sounds like Roosevelt “at
his pre-election best,” had the fol-
lowing to say about the budget
message:

“But in his budget message, two
days later, the President became
a broad-minded conservative. He
would let no one starve, but he
would shave one-third off relief
expenses. He would build battle-
ships but no more PWA schools.
He cut Rural Resettlement (shades
of Reddish Rex, the Mbolasses
King) to $30.000,000 from S$155.-
000,000 and other items similariy.”

The proposed cut in relief ex-
penditures will b:"1g monthly ex-
penditures down from $180.000,000
to $120 000,000—despite th2 very
obvious fact that the former sum
is totally inadequate to even ap-
proach a minimum subsistence
standard. Now the budget expen-
diture as a whole represents ap-

proximately the =ame outlay
(about 8 bhillions) as last year.
Yet the bonus payment is over

with. relieving the government of
an expenditure of one billion dol-
lars.

Altho Roosevelt found it quite
possible to slash PWA, and cut
down on relief, despite increased
taxes, the military appropriations
received full attention. Once again
a billion dollar war budget is pro-
posed, with some additional mo-

French CP Votes B-an

on

Volunteers for Spain

(Continued from Page 1)
headed by a Socialist minister, it
is high time for the workers to
ask what is the matter with the
measure. their representatives, the
People’s Front and its policies. The
timely denunciation of the Soviet
Government of the same measure

pardon the miners.]

Learning of these plans for the
mass meeting Harlan county of-
ficials immediately placed the
county under quarantine against
“spinal meningitis.” While some
are prone to doubt whether an
epidemic is present in the county,
at the same time the quarantine
prohibits the public gathering of
people. Even movies, churches and
schools have been closed. Despite
thiz fact, organization work will
begin immediately, men will be
signed up individually by field
workers who are to be sent into
the county at once.

Districts Pledge Aid

Turnblazer told of having writ-
ten two leiters as plans for the
campaign were started. One as to
sheriff Middleton of Harlan inform-
ing him of the plan, another was
to Gov. Chandler, giving the same
information. The letter to Middle-
ton was returned unopened. Chand-
ler gave a little more consideration.

ney for the Navy in order to build
two new battleshins. Rearming for
the defense of American Imperial-
ism goes oh at an ever increasing
rate under the rule of the Great
Humanitarian.

Finally some mention should be
made of the tax receipts of the
government. Big Business heaved
a sigh of relief when no new taxes
were proposed—altho all previous
taxes had been effectively passed
on to the consumers in the form
of higher prices. Total estimated
revenues for the next fiscal year
are approximately one and one-
half billions more than in the pre-
vious vear. The receipts will prob-
ably run up to seven and a half
billion dollars. The income tax
more than doubles the returns of
the vear 1936, then a billion and
a half. This is due to the effect of
the Revenue Law of 1934, which
saddled lower income brackets
with increased rates. In addition,
the “hidden taxes” in the form of
manufacturers’ excises, paid for
and felt most by the workers and
lower middle classes, will not be
discontinued. Added to the income
from alecohol and tobacco taxes, this
burden on the backs of bread sec-
tions of the population that can
least afford it, totals to one and
three-quarter billions!

The new Rossevelt budget may
be covered with roseate phrases,
but it consists of some very black
statistics. Necessary increases in
relief expenditures have been di-
verted to building a war-machine.
Despite talk of slum-clearance, no
financial provision has been made
for any such federal action.

But—Roosevelt has promised a
balanced budget.

gives a striking answer to these
queries.

Leon Blum’s new powers are
made contingent on ‘“an acceptance
by other nations.” This means
simply, as the Soviet Union points
out, that Hitler and Mussolini can
continue to send all the regiments
of conscripted ‘volunteers” they
please till they estimate that Fran-
co has enough. Then they can
come to an agreement with Blum,
not merely to prevent the French
government from sending men (it
has never sent any), but that Blum
shall even prevent French workers
from volunteering, and volunteers
from other lands from going to
Spain. France is the only land
route to Spain. The sea route will
be controlled by the Italian and
German navies backed by the nav-
ies of the two great “democracies”,
England and France, and the
strangle boycott on volunteers or
munitions for the loyalists will be
complete.

At the same time that Blum
chokes aid to his supposed “Peo-
ple’s Front Ally”, he has opened
negotiations to come to the rescue
of the strained internal economy
of Hitler Germany by granting
credits and trade privileges. “Blum
aims to aid Reich in a New Way,”
headlines the press. “Will Not Ask
the Fulfillment of Political Condi-
tions in Granting Trade Boons.’
Bovcott for ‘“People’s Front
Spain”; unconditional economic
support for Nazi Germany: such
are the fruits of the People’s
Front in France! This is an im-
portant step away from the Fran-
co-Soviet Accord and towards a
slowly forming anti-Soviet Four
Power alliance of England, France,
Italy and Germany. Another step
was -taken the week previously
with the Anglo-Italian agreement.
They create the danger of the iso-
lation of the Soviet Union and the
crushing and division of Spain. A
“peace policy” that brings war
measurably nearer.

To make matters complete, the
beginning of the last week saw the
remaining  “Great Democracy”
fall in 1line, with Roosevelt’s
stampede of Congress into voting
denial to the Spanish government
of the right to purchase war sup-
plies in the United States. This
measure is a violation even of pre-
vailing International Law. This
was unanimous in the Senate. No
Socialists and Communists there,
but where were the Progressives
and Farmer-Laborites? Where
were men like Lundeen? In the
House, only Farmer-Laborite Ber-
nard voted against, and thus, on
his first day in Congress earned
nation-wide attention and congrat-
ulation. Even before Roosevelt is
reinaugurated, these are the first
fruits of the Communist Party’s
policy of veiled support for the
President’s reelection. All the
classless talk about ‘‘democracies”
falls down to pieces as the capital-
ist powers, democratic or fascist,
line up under British leadership,
to prevent at all costs a Socialist
Spanish peninsula. The theory of
“People’s Front” and classless “De-
mocraecy” cannot stand many more
such acts of treachery.

Auto Union Holds Plants

{Continued from Page 1)

that the corporation shall have an
additional vote thru its own crea-
tion, the company union!

A union release stated that, in
view of these facts: “It is therefore
the decision of the board of strat-
egv that the above evidences of
bad faith and violation of the
agreement by the corporation
makes it imperative that the sit-
down strikers remain in the plants
until the whole controversy is set-
tled.”

You Are Invited
To Our Theater Party

Monday, February 15th
ARTEF THEATER

to see
CHAINS
by H. LEVICK

@® Reservations made by
phoning BRyant 9-0127

Prices range from
$.75 to $1.50
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