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GENERAL MOTORS BLOCKS NEGOTIATIONS;
UNION THREATENS TO SPREAD STRIKES

Moroccan Crisis May Be

Used to Blockade Spain

French, English Navies Shift To Mediterranean To
Defend Imperialist Interests; Rebel Drive
Against Madrid Shattered

Worried by the concentration of German troops in Spain,
.and increased German activities in Morocco, France and Eng-
Jand are preparing to send their warships into the Mediterranean
within a week. After these months of provocation, France has
finally realized the danger to her own imperialist interests in
Morocco, and to her own borders, and proceeded .to raise her
Moroccan army from 40,000 to 100000 It is also stated that
French troops will be shortly concentrated at the Pyrenees.

However, no worker, sympathetic
‘to the struggle against fascism,

can confuse these moves with aid
to the Spanish loyalists. France is
not proceeding to send arms and
munitions to Madrid to fight the
Nazis, but is mobilizing her own
imiperialist army and navy. This
means that not only will she fight
to maintain her own domination
over  the oppressed colonials of
northern Africa, but will now be
in a much better position to carry
out that blockade of anti-fascist
Spain which has been the purpose
of French foreign policy, via
Blum and the people’s front, since
the beginning of the Spanish civil
war!

Obviously Britain is equally con-
cerned in maneuvers of Nazi Ger-
many ‘in the Mediterranean. Eng-
land could not stand for Nazi dom-
ination in Spain and a base in
Morocco, which means guns train-
ed on the entrance to the Medi-
terranean from both shores! This
paralellism of immediate and long-
range interests has now effected a
well-working reactionary Anglo-
French bloc which will attempt,
under cover of “preventing aggres-
sion” and “maintaining peace,” to
block Soviet aid to Spain, and to
uphold heir own brutal imperial-
ism.,

Of course, the game of both sides
has been continued. Hitler issues
denials of sending troops any-
where, especially Morocco, the
while these twin lovers of peace
and democracy, England and
France, wha couldn’t do anything
to aid Spain but can get into sur-
prisingly swift action to defend
their own booty, still issue official
press communiques concerning
their feverish activities for non-
intervention. And this at the very
time that they discuss joint plans
for blockading Spain!

What people’s front France has
really done to combat Nazism can
best be shown by the following re-
printed from L’Oeuvre, organ of
the Radical Socialists:

“General Franco made the Mor-
occan leaders promises, apparently
quite seriously, and, as a token of
his good faith, immediately au-
thorized the publication of El Rif,
a Moroccan nationalist newspa-
per advocating autonomy.

The recruiting of natives for
Franco in French Morocco is go-
ing on with the connivance of the
French authorities. Theé rebel re-
cruiting agent, Dr. Cortes, goes
freely to and fro between Tetuan
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Wants To Blockade Spain

Supreme Court
Voids Jailing

Of Communist

The Supreme Court surprised
those who believe that these
gentlemen never listen to their
“angry” friends, and decided that
Dirk De Jonge, an Oregon commu-
nist was illegally sentenced to jail
for attending a communist meet-
ing in 1934. The decision, filled
with generalities about the beauties
of the American traditions of
liberty and freedom, is, of course,
carefully calculated to remove some
of the complaints about the reac-
tionary policies of this august in-
stitution. By speaking glibly in a
decision which does not come to
grips with the issue, the Court
hopes to take the edge off the cam-
paign against itself. For these
same “liberal”. judges originally
voted to back the constitutionality
of the Criminal Syndicalist Laws
of 1919.

Dirk de Jonge was arrested and
convicted on the basis of the
Oregon Criminal Syndicalist Law.
This law, a powerful weapon in the
hands of the labor-baiting bosses
of many western states, was not
declared unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court. Nor does the deci-
sion free Dirk De Jonge, but

Scabbery of

same way.

Unionists! Protest Against

HE craft unionists led by John P. Frey of the
Metal Trades Council, have struck the first
blow against the unity of the embattled automo-
bile workers. They have definitely split the ranks
of the workers. They have placed themselves on
the side of General Motors and against the best
interests of the auto workers. They are acting
like strike-breakers and must be treated in the

Trade unionists, members of the American
Federation of Labor, let your voice be heard in
thunderous protest against the scabbery of Frey
and the A. F. of L. officialdom. Stand by the auto
workers in their just fight for union recognition
and improvement of conditions! Adopt protest
resolutions against the action of the craft union
splitters! Gather funds to aid the auto and steel
workers organization drive!

FLOOD THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WITH
PROTEST RESOLUTIONS!

Craft Leaders

FD BansAmendment
Relief Cuts Hinted

Special Resolution Bans Arms To Spain; Hope To
Balance Budget by 1938 If Industry Re-
employs; Military Sums Increase

The rushed passage of a joint resolution forbidding the ship-
ment of arms to Spain, and the presentation of a Presidential
address which Hearst characterized as “traditional” in thought,
not merely were the main events of the opening of the Congress
of these United States, but adequate symbols of the New Re-

action.

So widespread was the pressure from the administration that
only one congressman failed to vote for the arms embargo. This

merely says that the case is to
return to the Oregon courts, where
other charges, by implication would
be considered constitutional. Mem-
bership in a working-class political
party could be a charge for his
conviction, or distribution of labor
literature, according to the Court.

Why Was the POUM
Expelled from the
Catalan Cabinet?

An astounding revelation of
the maneuvers of the Comintern
in its struggle against a revo-
lutionary policy in the Spanish
struggle, its concessions to the
anarchist organizations in the
Spanish working-class, will be
told in NEXT WEEK’S WORK-
ERS AGE. The article has come
to us from our European corre-
spondent, LAMBDA, whose ac-
curacy and analytical ability has
been a feaure of Workers Age
for some time.

policy was not foisted upon the
New Dealers but is a typical
Roosevelt “must” law. Its passage
signifies more clearly than a car-
load of statistics and libraries of
historical analysis the reactionary
foreign policy of the Administra-
tion in its defence of American
imperialism,

Roosevelt’s report on the “state
of the union” was certainly a far
cry from the challenging address
he made last year (when he called
out for those who would invalidate
certain New Deal measures to
stand up) and indicates very clear-
ly that the ‘difference between last
October “we had just begun to
fight,” and the date of this speech
is more than one of time.

An extraordinarily conservative
speech, pleasing every bour-
geois organ of both parties, Roose-
velt definitely came out against a
constitutional amendment as part
of the new structural changes he
is considering. By some sort of
“education” he hopes to liberalize
the Supreme Court. Actually it is
becoming increasingly apparent
that the next four years will prob-

Craft [_J;I—ions
Split Front

Steel Head Sees FDR To
Urge Federal Interven-
tion In Strike

General Motors continued its re-
fusal to negotiate with the United
Automobile Workers of America,
and began to turn its eyes towards
federal intervention. Undoubtedly
the most significant and. revealing
event of the week was the visit of
Myron Taylor, head of United
States Steel to the White House.
Altho the contents of the conver-
sation between him and Roosevelt
were not made publie, it is as-
sumed that Taylor made a strong
plea for Federal intervention of
both open and covert nature. At
this writing no. move save the
sending of conciliators into the field
has been made. But it is the rela-
tionship of the labor movement to
Roosevelt that offers the greatest
possibilities for subtle interven-
tion.

The role of the craft unions in
the organization of the unorgan-
ized was clearly exposed when
Frey, head of the Metal Trades
Department of the A. F. of L., or-
dered all GM men who are members
of the crafts and not of the
UAWA, back to work, and, in ad-
dition, told General Motors that
the UAWA could not be recognized
as sole bargaining agency for the
auto workers. This becomes sheer
scabbing in the present struggle
against one of the giant enemies of
labor. And that question of a
signed contract and whom it cov-
ers is of course agitational meat
for GM. Homer Martin, while de-
nouncing the anti-labor character
of the move, also pointed out that
“the craft unions have not suec-
ceeded in organizing the mass pro-

(Continued on Page 3)

ably not reveal such “radical”
measures as could be annulled by
the nine old men.

The Budget report was also fav-
orably received by the banking and
industrial interests of the country.
Roosevelt gave quite a bit more
than a passing glance at the ques-
tion of a balanced budget. He
promised the latter in 1938, while
for the fiscal year of 1937 the defi-
cit he estimated would be reduced
from four to two billion—on the
basis of a typical Rooseveltian
pipe-dream. That is, the report
estimated that it would be possible
to drastically reduce relief expen-
ditures because private industry
would absorb the unemployed—
whereas any half-awake and one-
tenth honest bourgeois economist
will admit that the permanently
disemployed cannot be reabsorbed.
While the full relief estimate was
not given for the next fiscal year
(it will come under the heading of
a special appropriation), Roosevelt
estimated that about one billion
two hundred millions would be
needed—approximately one-fifth of
the estimate of the unemployed
unions and organizations.

(Next week’s Age will carry a de-
tailed analysis of the budget.)



2

WORKERS AGE

Indian Constitution

Aids British Rule

by JIM CORK
HE proposed new constitution

for India goes into effect April
1, 1937. A restatement of its exact
nature is quite timely today in
view of the tact that in many quar-
ters misleading statements as to
its character are being broadcast.
Quite representative of this atti-
tude of misrepresentation is the
viewpoint of the London Econom-
ist, staid journal of liberal eco-
nomics.

'The leading article in the sepa-
rate Indian supplement to its issue
of December 12, 1936, concludes
that the Constitution “ . . . repre-
sents that gradual development of
seif-governing institutions with a
view to the progressive realiza-
tion of responsible government in
India as an integral part of the
British Empire . . . ” A further
careful reading of the article in
this journal, which prides itself in
at least being faithful to sober
facts, reveals the following admis-
sion:

“ ., .. As Dominion Status still
remains an ultimate goal and not
an immediate achievement, certain
temporary restrictions are imposed
on this principle as well as on the
principle of self-government parti-
cularly at the center.”

That there is a seeming contra-
diction between the two statements
or that the latter may furnish the
key to the inner meaning of the
document, seems not to trouble our
liberal journal which blithely pro-
ceeds to lose itself in a mass of
figures and technical details whose
net result is to lead further and
further away from an understand-
ing of the real nature of the docu-
ment. In thus providing a “scienti-
fic” smoke screen, this “objective”
journal is adding its class-conscious
mite to the defense of the interests
of British imperialism. For the new
Indian constitution is as brazen an
instrument of rigid imperialist
control as it is possible to fashion.

Certain leading principles must
be understood at the very outset.
The constitution provides for a
federation of the provinces of Brit-
ish India with those of the Indian
States, i.e., an alliance of British
imperialism with the hereditary
feudal nabobs for mutual benefit.
The hypocricy of the claim of
democratic representation is imme-
diately revealed by the fact that
suffrage is based upon property
and educational qualifications,
which at one stroke cuts out the
great majority of the adult voting
population. Representation of con-
servative elements is thus at a
premium, whereas whole sections
of the poorer classes are ruled out
from the possibility of representa-
tion altogether. For instance, the
agricultural laborers, numbering
scores of millions, than whom there
is no more oppressed class in In-
dia, can have no representation.
Representation is further con-
sciously weighted in a number of
ways to favor adherents of the
government. Let’s see how.

How It Works

The constitution provides for a
bicameral legislature, an upper
house called the Council of State,
composed of 260 members, and a
lower house, the Legislative As-
sembly, composed of 375 members.
The first important fact to note is
that the states of the native In-
dian princes, tho containing less
than one-fourth of the total popu-
lation of India are alloted 104 of
the 260 delegates to the Council of
State (409%) and 125 of the 3875
delegates to the Legislative As-
sembly (83%%). These delegates,
directly controlled by the Indian
princes, will of course be at the
beck and call of the government.
This means that the government

will need from the British pro-
vinces a mere 27 additional dele-
gates to the upper house, and 63
to the lower, to command a ma-
jority in both. This of course it
can get with ridiculous ease.

In the traditional game of divide
and rule, British imperialism has
found a bulwark of support, by
utilizing the religious antagonisms
between Moslems and caste Hindus.
It is worthy of note, therefore, that
the Moslems, although constituting
about one-fourth of the total popu-
lation of India, get one-third of
the seats in both houses, whereas
the caste Hindus, a clear majority
of the population, get only 86 o1
the remaining 250 seats for the
British India part of the lower
house,

The British residents, less than
100,000—about one-fortieth of one
per cent of the population—get
seven delegates to the upper house
(almost three per cent) and 14 to
the lower house (almost four per
cent). Commerce gets eleven seats,
landholders get seven. Elections
further, are indirect, delegates to
the State Council being elected by
the upper house of the provincial
legislatures, and delegates to the
Legislative Assembly by the lower
house of the provincial legislatures.

A Hollow Sham

These facts, then, make it crystal
clear what a hollow sham is this
constitution, from the viewpoint of
“meeting the democratic aspira-
tions of the Indian masses.” It is
an instrument specifically designed
to keep the clamp tight. Sir Samuel
Hoare, the then foreign minister
knew whereof he spoke when he
said of it, on the occasion of the
debate over adoption in Parlia-
ment:

“I would ask honorable members
to look very carefully at the pro-
posals . . . and if they analyze
them, I think they will agree with
me that it is almost impossible
short of a landslide for the ex-
tremists to get control of the fed-
eral center.”

Sir Samuel has good reason to
be satisfied with the document.
And he needn’t worry about a land-
slide. Under the conditions indi-
cated, a landslide against the gov-
ernment is manifestly impossible.
But even if it were possible, it
would be meaningless in view of
one more fact, the supreme joker
of all.

The Governor-General, answer-
able only to England, has certain
“discretionary” powers which ren-
der the legislature subordinate to
him, and destroy any illusion it
might have of independent funec-
tion.

Besides having absolute control
over finance, foreign affairs and
defense (“little” matters all), the
Governor-General is given the
power of veto over any acts what-
soever, This veto cannot be over-
ridden by the legislature. He is
empowered to pass emergency or-
dinances—so-called special “Gov-
enor-General Acts”—without the
consent of the legislature. He alone,
of course, will decide when there
is or is not an emergency. And,
finally, in the event of the break-
down of ordinary constitutional
machinery, he has the power to
assume by proclamation, all pow-
ers ordinarily vested in the fed-
eral legislature. Again, he will de-
cide when the ordinary constitu-
tional machinery has (or should
be) broken down. What we have
here in essence, then, apart from
the meaningless parliamentary
trappings, is the continuance of a
naked centralized dictatorship.

Is it necessary to add that the
Ministry of Justice, a key post in
combatting “terrorism” (read rev-
olutionary activity), is absolutely
subordinated to the Governor-Gen-

VATICAN SEEKS ANT

I-RED

FRONT WITH NAZI REGIME

By SAUL HELD
T SEEMED almost a direct

reply, the Christmas talk of
Pope Pius XI and the pastoral let-
ter of the German Catholic Church,
to the Christmas day issue of the
Daily Worker wherein the Holy
Ghost embraced Santa Claus under
the Hammer and Sickle. But the
virile proclamations of the Vatican
have an import that transcends the
comprehension of the People’s
Front Communists. It has vital
significance for the international
labor movement.

The two blasts fromn the Vatican
can trathtully be interpreted as
“putting the screws” on Hitler in
order to realize a complete termi-
nation of the Nazi anti-Catholic
drive. Declared the pastoral letter:
“We Catholics are ready, in spite
of the suspicion with which we are
treated to give the State that which
is the State’s and support the
Fuehrer in his struggle against
bolshevism. We must, however,
demand that youth shall not be toid
that after the conquest of bol-
shevism the State’s next enemy is
the Catholic Church.

“We must demand for the church
that freedom guaranteed in the
first article of the Reich concordat
—the right to public exercise of
the Catholic religion.”

No Peace With Bolshevism

Then cleverly they hold before
Hitler a false mirror whereby the
latter’s anti-Catholicism is made
to appear identical to that of the
Bolsheviks: “Bolshevism is in its
innermost essence and in its
deepest roots the negation of all
religion. It is Godlessness organiz-
ed by the state, ...”

The combined threat and appeal
in these messages is: without the
religious zeal of Catholicism
backing the Nazi war-machine,
without a wunited nation, war
against Bolshevism cannot be suc-
cessful.

That the power of Catholicism is
too powerful to be crushed in Ger-
many today is attested by the fact
that after Cardinal Faulhaber
delivered his New Year’s sermon
in Munich Cathedral, great throngs
demonstrated their approval by
standing bareheaded in the streets
as the Cardinal was driven off to his
palace. No storm troopers took
revenge on that throng, and that
can have but one meaning. In his
sermon the Cardinal pledged
amongst other things—*“the cross
must be held up if Germany is to
live, for moral regeneration must
keep pace with racial revival.” An
open and unequivocal approval of
Hitler’s war on the Jews. (This
quotation is culled from a New
York Times editorial where it re-
ceived the blessings of America’s
wealthy Jewry.)

In the pastoral letter’s reassur-

eral? And over it all hangs the
menacing shadow of the “Indian
Army,” of which the Governor-
General is supreme commander-in-
chief. An army thoroly “Angli-
cized,” since 60,000 of its soldiers
(more than one-third of the total),
and perhaps more significant. 5578
of its 5773 officers, are British.

Opposition Growing

Such is the nature of this im-
perialist document. At its Congress
held during Christmas Week, the
Indian National Congress went
unanimously on record against the
constitution. The struggle against
its imposition will be made the
point of departure for the broad
fight against British imperialism
as such. What the nature of that
struggle should be if the oppressed
Indian masses are to succeed in
throwing off the yoke of British
imperialism, the writer will treat
in a future article.

rances to Hitler, we find this reply
to the courting of the official Com-
munists of Catholicism: ‘“While
somewhere in the world a pair of
dreamers may believe that a com-
promise .between Catholicism and
bolshevism is possible, such indivi-
dual expressions of opinion have no
weight in contrast with the thous-
and-voiced ‘no’ of the highest
church organs.”

Fight For Life

Before examining Catholicism on
the American terrain, it is im-
perative, I believe, to briefly
evaluate its role in Europe and of-
fer additional evidence in substan-
tiation. If the reader assumes that
the evidence has unwarrantedly
been magnified I plead for a fuller
hearing. My contention is simply
this: Catholicism is acutely aware
that the world hangs in the balance
between Communism and Fascism.
And, in consequence, as a matter
of self-preservation, must seek an
alliance with Fascism. Where this
entailed, and still entails, antagon-
ism with the Fascist ideology and
policies, it must utilize every power
at its command to create the al-
liance, even to the point of employ-
ing economic sabotage.

The Vatican offers Hitler, and is
consistently making good on its
pledge, an international crusade
against Communism. The logic of
politics would indicate even more
substantial contributions to Nazism
—if Hitler does his bit.

Early Basis For Hitler Support

Contrary to popular misconcep-
tions Catholicism was not even in
Hitler’s honeymoon days an ardent
enemy of Fascism. During the
Bruening vregime it prepared to
give its support to Hitler. Count
Sforza claimed that, “Pope Pius X1
forced the German Catholic Par-
ty away from alliance with the So-
cialists and towards alliance with
the Nationalists.”

In his book on the Vatican
George Seldes records: “Monsignor
Kass went to Rome. To the surprise
of an interviewer who expected a
strong denunciation of Hitler from
the ancient chief of the Catholic
Party, the prelate said: ‘Hitler
knows well how to guide the ship.
‘This man, bearer of high ideals,
will do all that is necessary to
save the nation from catastrophe.
Even before he became chancellor I
met him frequently and was great-
ly impressed by his clear thinking,
by his way of facing realities
while upholding his ideals, which
are noble. It is wrong to insist to-
day on what Hitler said as a dema-
gogue, when the one thing that in-
terests us is to know what he does
today and tomorrow as chancellor.
. . . It matters little who rules so
long as order is maintained. The
history of the last years has well
proven in Germany that the demo-
cratic-parliamentary system was
incapable. Two ways remained,
either the American, of giving the
president dictatorial power, or the
Italian, institute the reign of a
single party, and Germany chose
the latter, . . .”

The archbishop of Bamberg in-
vited the Catholic press “to second
energetically and sincerely the ef-
forts of the National government
to realize the reconstruction of
Germany and renew its economic
and spiritual force.”

Cardinal Faulhaber, addressing a
Catholic congress in Waunstein,
said: “In the liberal epoch it was
proclaimed that the individual had
the right to live his life as he
chose and to enjoy in this world an
unbridled felicity unrestrained. To-
day the masters of power invite the
individuals to subordinate them-
selves to general interests. We
declare ourselves partisans of this
doctrine and we rejoice in this
change of mentality.”

“Hymns Of Hate”

Cardinal Pacelli, secretary of
state, issued numerous reassur-
ances to German Catholics. In one
he said: “On account of the ex-
clusion of Catholics as a political
party from the public life of Ger-
many, it is all the more necessary
that the Catholics, deprived of
political representation, find in the
diplomatic pacts between the Holy
See and the National Socialist Gov-
ernment guarantees which can as-
sure them at least the maintenance
of their position in the life of the
nation. This necessity is felt by the
Holy See, not only as a duty to-
ward itself, but as a grave res-
ponsibility before the German
Catholics, so that these cannot
reprove the Vatican for having
abandoned them in a moment of
crisis.”

Catholicism, whose entire theol-
ogy is immersed in anti-Semitism,
did its bit in the spade-work for
Hitler. It is with little surprise
that one discovers in a recently
published Nazi pamphlet in the
United States (The New Germany
Under Hitler, by Frederick Frank-
lin Schrader. Published by Deuts-
cher Weckruf und Beobachter,
New York) a quotation extended
with vast approval. From Cardinal
Faulhaber’s work Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Germany: ‘“We must
first distinguish between the peo-
ple of Israel before the time of
her visitation. She had rejected and
repudiated the Lord’s Annointed,
had driven Him out of the city and
nailed him to the cross. Then the
veil of the Temple was rent and
with it the Covenant between Lord
and his people. The daughters of
Zion received the bill of divorce,
and from that time Assuerus wan-
ders, forever restless, over the face
of the earth. ... There is no other
alternative: Either we are disciples
of Christ or else we relapse into
the Judaism of antiquity with its
hymns of hate.”

Fomenting Anti-Semitism

In the melange of fascist groups
in France under the leadership of
Colonel de la Rocque none is more
rabidly anti-Semitic than Le Fran-
ciste, “which has adopted Hitler’s
platform, but has been careful not
to be anti-Catholic so that the pa-
pal anti-Republicans would be elig-
ible for membership.”

Austria caught in the rising tide
of anti-Semitism engulfing eastern
Europe is still dominated by the
Mussolini-Vatican crowd.

Things To Remember
Though extremely unlikely let
no one be surprised if in the near
future Hitler will say what Mus-
solini said in October, of the Late-
ran pacts of Feb. 11, 1929, which
“sealed the peace between the
Church and State,” and added that

(Continue on Page 6)
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Lewis Blasts Steel and Auto
Barons for Anti-Labor Stand

The following excerpts are taken
from a speech delivered by John L.
Leawis on December 31, 1936, over the
Red network of the National Broad-
casting Company.

* * *

SPEAK tonight for the millions

of workers exploited by Amer-
ican industry. I ask for them en-
larged opportunity and increased
participation in the wealth they
produce. I ask for them a’ greater
degree of industrial democracy.
Their supreme need at the present
time is indeed the fundamental
need of our country, itself. Indus-
trial democracy means the freedom,
happiness and security which

“should be the inheritance of all

Americans. In economic terms, it
means collective bargaining and
fair industrial relationships.
During the year just ended, sub-
stantial progress has been made by
the working people of the country
toward the achievement of this
goal. In numerous industries they
are building new unions for their
protection and advancement.

THE C.1.O.

The Committee for Industrial
Organization has been functioning
for a year. It now has some fifteen
national and international unions
associated, and has been instrumen-
tal in organizing some hundreds
of thousands of new members. It is
educating the American workers to
a greater appreciation of the value
of organization, and its influence
is extending into the ranks of the
technical, professional and white
collar groups, in a manner which
indicates that they, too, will avail
themselves of the opportunities for
self-organization, and the oppor-
tunity to participate in the benefits
of modern collective bargaining.

The Committee for Industrial
Organization is carrying its plans
forward. Extensive unions have
been promoted and expanded in the
steel, automotive, glass, shipbuild-
ing, electrical manufacturing, oil
and by-product coke industries.
Tremendous -enrollment of the
workers is under way. Unabashed
by employer opposition, they are
joining the unions of their indus-
tries, literally by the thousands.

STRIKES AND RECOVERY
Employers talk about possible
labor trouble interfering with con-
tinued expansion and progress of
industry. They ignore the fact that
unless people have money with
which to buy, the wheels of indus-
try slow down, and profits, and
likewise capital disappear. It would

be more fitting and accurate to
talk about “employer trouble”—
that is something from which wage
carners are suffering. I refer you
to the refusal of some of the larg-
est and most powerful corporations
in this country to follow modern
labor practice, or to obey the law
of the land. They deny the entire-
ly reasonable and just demands of
their employees for legitimate col-
lective bargaining, decent incomes,
shorter hours, and for protection
against a destructive speed-up sys-
tem.

. Employers who tyrannize
over the employees, with the aid
of labor spies, company guards,
and the threat of discharge, need
not be surprised if their production
lines are suddenly halted.

AUTO SITUATION

Mr. Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., Pres-
ident of General Motors Corpora-
tion, in his published year-end
summary, refers to the possibilities
of industrial strife in industry. Is
it possible that Mr. Sloan is pre-
dicting continued hostility on the
part_ of his corporation towards
the demands of its employees for
fair consideration? The giant Gen-
eral Motors Corporation is at pres-
ent pursuing the dangerous course
of refusing to answer the request
of the United Automobile Workers
for a national conference, for col-
lective bargaining purposes. The
Union has repeatedly requested
such a conference, but was told by
a vice-president that any griev-
ances should be taken up with
plant managers or general man-
agers in the various localities. Tt
is absurd for such a corporation
to pretend that its policies® are
settled loeally. Everyone knows
that decisions as to wages, hours,
and other conditions of employ-
ment are made at a central point
for all the plants controlled by
General Motors. General Motors is,
indeed, a DuPont controlled organ-
ization, and it is the DuPonts, and
not the plant managers. who lay
naut the bhroad lines of Tabor poli-
cies. The United Automobile Work-
ers’ representatives have already
been told by various plant mana-
gers that their reasonable demands
must be referred to higher compa-
nv officials before an answer can
be given.

STEEL DRIVE

The steel corporations are like-
wise trying to avoid collective bar-
gaining with their employees. They
have tried, by fostering and sub-
sidizing company unions, to get
around the law. Instead, they have

What Price General Motors?

That ruggedly individualistic
corporation, General Motors, whose
major worry is the independence
of its workers from “outside coer-
cion,” their freedom, in other
words, to be spied on by the com-
pany’s espionage system and to be
exhausted by the modern equiva-
lent of the Inquisition—the speed
up, this corporation has just about
managed to struggle thru the year,
1935 with a net profit of $240,587,-
715. It was also able to hand out
to the coupon-clippers a mere
$105,654,968.

The payroll for the same year
totals $323,030,599, giving an
average annual wage per worker
of about $1,000. It must be remem-
bered that this jump in -dividends
brought the level close back to the
1929 heights, while whatever pick-
up there was in wages is still far
short of that level, either judged
absolutely or in relation to buying
power. .

Recent publication by the Treas-

ury of salaries of executives for

1936 reveal the very interesting
fact that the total yearly salaries
of eleven members of the Board of
Directors amount to the tidy sum
of $2,219,391—an average of over
$200,000 per individual! Of this
group Alfred P. Sloan, strategist
of the anti-union campaign, got
$374,505, and Knudsen, executive
vice-president of GM, $325,869 for
his year’s work of directing
espionage against the wunion, of
storing munitions; and firing all
men who joined the union.

These are the people who are op-
posing the demands of tens of
thousands of auto workers for end-
ing the speed-up, for decent hours
and wages.

And arm in arm with the them
stand the DuPonts, Owen D.
Young, and the House of Morgan,
all adequately represented on the
directors board of General Motors,
all willing to open their coffers to
arm vigilante organizations and to
buy machine guns,

transgressed the law. The steel
companies, themselves, are organ-
ized, and they appreciate and ex-
ploit the value of organization in
the conduct of their business enter-
prises. The United States Steel
Corporation is trying to enforce
upon its two hundred and twenty
thousand employees the outmoded
labor policy adopted by its Board
of Directors in 1901, a policy which
denies the right of self-organiza-
tion to any employee of that Cor-
poration, or its subsidiaries.

. . . They have neither the moral
nor the legal right to rule as auto-
crats over the hundreds of thous-
ands of employees. They have no
right to transgress the law, which
gives to the worker the right of
self-organization and collective
bargaining.

The workers in the steel indus-
try are organizing; the workers in
the automotive industry are organ-
izing; the workers in other indus-
tries are organizing; any sane con-
cept of industrial relations would
indicate that the labor problems of
these industries should be settled
across the council table.

MUNITIONING FIRMS

Recent revelations before the La
Follette Sub-Committee of the
Senate have revealed in part the
plans of industry to club, gas and
cripple workers with the lethal
weapons of warfare. Huge stocks
of such weapons have been pur-
chased at enormous expense, and
over five hundred thousand dollars
worth of tear and mustard gas has
been delivered to industrial plants,
and the expenditure necessary for
the purchase of these war supplies
is charged to the cost of produc-
tion. Who 'is to eat and swallow
this ‘enormous quantity of gas?
You workers! This gas, these clubs,
and these machine guns are in-
tended to make you contented with
your present jobs, with your
present wages, with your present
eonditions of employment. They
are intended further to compel
you to accept a company-
operated and company-managed
union, as the agency through
which you can voice your
grievances, How do you like it,
workers? 'What do you propose to
do about it?

May I respectfully suggest to
the LaFollette Committee, which
has hauled before it a few of in-
dustry’s criminal agents, that it
summon industry’s brass hats,
however eminent, to answer why
they hire and feed. this anti-labor
army, and why they maintain
warehouses overflowing with in-
dustrial war munitions and para-
hphernalia. May I humbly warn the
Senate that Labor wants this in-
vestigation pressed home, and
wants industry disarmed, lest labor
men on their march to industrial
democracy should have to take by
storm the barbed-wire barricades
and machine gun emplacements,
builded and maintained by the ra-
pacious moguls of corporate indus-
try. The agents of the Federal
Government should enter these
plants and gut them of their dead-
ly weapons, so that Americans in
the industrial comunities may
walk erect and enjoy, with the
pride of free men, their inherent
and rightful privileges.

LABOR AND THE
ELECTIONS

Labor now (after the elections)
demands the right to organize, and
the right to bargain. Labor de-
mands a new deal in America’s
great industries. Labor holds in
contempt, those who for mercenary
reasons, would restrict human privi-
leges. Labor demands legislative
enactments, making realistic the
principles of industrial democracy.
It demands that Congress exercise
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its constitutional powers and brush
aside the negative autocracy of the
Federal Judiciary, exemplified by
a Supreme Court which exalts
property above human values. . . .
The court has overstepped the
bounds of its own authority and
has gratuitously. offended over two
thirds of the nation’s citizens.

MINING PROBLEMS

Prodded and goaded by the
financial interests dominant in
steel, automobile and other major
industries, the coal industry has
just taken an amazing action. It
has done so without public rebuke
or criticism. The basic agreement
of the coal industry expires March
31st. The agreement contains a
provision binding operators and
mine workers to assemble on Feb-
ruary 17, 1937, “to consider what
revisions, if any, shall be made in
this agreement as to hours, wages
and conditions of employment.”
Notwithstanding this provision, the
coal operators of the Appalachian
area representing three-fourths of
the nation bituminous coal ton-

nage, on December 15, 1936, form-
ally notified the United Mine Work-
ers of America that they had al-
ready met among themselves and
decided upon the wages, hours and
conditions of employment aflecting
the mine workers for an additional
two-year period. They decided that
the seven-hour work day should be
lengthened to an eight-hour work
day, at the same daily wage; they
decided that the rates for tonnage
workers would remain the same as
heretofore; they decided that the
important question of inter-district
and intra-district differentials
would remain undisturbed until
1939.

The plain and simple fact is that
the Appalachian operators, as the
result of financial intrigue, have
deliberately breached the Appala-
chian Agreement, and have ar-
rogated to themselves, notwith-
standing “the provisions of the
agreement to the contrary, the
power to decide for themselves the
wage policies’ and provisions of
the industry. Of course, the United
Mine Workers of America will see
that they do no such thing.

(Continued from Page 1)
duction industries in all these
years. It is quite likely that Frey
has -about six 'members in these
plants. The most amazing thing is
that the entire labor movement of
Cleveland and Flint has backed us
in our struggle.”

Organization of  “alliances”
which are in reality vigilante
strike-breaking outfits, “petition”
against being “forced to remain
idle” were some of the methods
employed this week to break the
morale of the strikers. Heavy dis-
counting of the number of signa-
tures of these petitions was made
by the union, which saw intimida-
tion as the basis, and has indeed
instructed its own members to
sign, lest they be unnecessarily
singled out.

Over 100,000 workers are now
unemployed either because of di-
rect strike action or because of
shortage of glass and auto parts.

* * *

STUDEBAKER UNION WINS
WAGE INCREASES

South Bend, Ind—Wage in-

creases ranging from bc¢ to 25¢ an

G.M. Blocks Negotiations As Auto
Union Prepares to Spread Strikes

hour for all hourly rate workers
have been granted by the Stude-
baker Corporation here after ne-
gotiations with a committee re-
presenting Local Union No. 5,
UAWA. One of the oldest and
strongest locals in the Interna-
tional, Local 5 was organized four
years ago and now has practical-
ly 100 per cent membership in the
plant. Its relations with the man-
agement have been amicable for
several years.
* k%

WEST COAST GMC WORKERS
MOVE INTO ACTION

Oakland, Calif. — Automobile
workers here, principally from
Fisher Body, Chevrolet, and Ford
plants, held a mass meeting Sun-
day afternoon at the Oakland
Municipal Auditorium. Ed Hall,
vice president of the International
Union, was principal speaker.

Under the auspices of Local 76,
UAWA, and with financial assist-
ance from Federal Local 20218, an
intensive drive started last month
for the complete organization of
automobile workers in this aree
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SPAIN AND THE “GREAT DEMOCRACIES”

By WILL HERBERG

IPLOMACY, like a cuttlefish,

prefers to operate behind an
inky-bliack screen of its own spew-
ing; its best jobs, which means its
most knavish tricks, are usually
pertormed under cover of dense
and _suffocating clouds of sancti-
monious phrases and irrelevant
conventionalities. Never has this
been as true as in the present
Spanish crisis, and of no one more
characteristic than of the British
Foreign Office. If we are to under-
stand .what is really taking place
behind the scenes, we must never
take things at their face value but

.must, on the contrary, be ever pre-

pared to penetrate below the sur-
face to the real interests and real
aims involved.

Foreign Policy And Domestic
Regime

 Foreign policy is conditioned by
the socio-economic system hold-
ing sway and is determined by the
international relations of the state
as they affect the interests of its
ruling classes. Foreign policy is
the embodiment of what these
ruling classes are out for on the
world arena. Changes in political
regime that fall short of social
revolution, that is, that leave the
old socio-economic foundations in-
tact, hardly make much of an im-
pression on the fundamental aims
of foreign policy, however much
they may modify diplomatic ap-
proaches, methods or ways and
means. The most careful scrutiny
can discover no real difference in
the diplomacy of the France of the
People’s Front as compared with
that of the conservative bourgeois
regime of Laval. Hitler is out for
the same things Stresemann labor-
ed for, both striving to advance the
interests of the new German im-
perialism and to free it from the
“shackles” of Versailles. The
Weimar Republic tried to achieve
these ends by conciliation and cun-
ning manouvering; the Third
Reich, primarily by arrogant bluff
and direct action. But the fun-
damental contours of foreign policy
have remained the same.

For these reasons, it is some-
what absurd to imagine that a
solidarity of foreign policy is
brought about by similarity of in-
ternal regime, to prate of the
“common front of democratic coun-
tries” or of “international fas-
cism.” Both are grotesque myths.
With whom a power aligns itself
in any particular situation is de-
termined by the underlying inter-
ests of its socio-economic system,
of its ruling classes, and not by
the form of its domestic regime or
its alleged “ideological” sym-
pathies. Romantic journalists may
paint fancy pictures of the world
dividing into great “ideological”
camps, battling for “ideals of gov-
ernment.” The reality is much less
gaudy. Powers clash over the con-
flict of their fundamental national
interests and alliances are made,
dissolved and remade from this
angle. Tho they are both fascist
and are both signatories of a recent
pact, Italy and Germany still have
more to divide than unite them in
the field of international diplomacy.
Ultra-democratic France (the
French government, of course, and
not the French masses) continues
to stifle Spanish democracy thru
the perfidious “non-intervention”
blockade, with little regard to
“ideological” considerations; mnor
does that “mother of democracies,”
Great Britain, seem to find any
“ideological” objections to the
brutal fascist regime dominating
its puppet-state, Portugal. Neither
fascism nor democracy as such
constitutes any sort of binding
force in the unceasing realign-
ments of international diplomacy;
class and national interests are
paramount.

Democratic Britain And Spain
These considerations are special-

ly pertinent o the present Spanish
situation. Is it not generally taken
for granted in the newspapers and
even in more serious discussions
that the ‘“great democracies”
(Britain and France) are “natural-
ly” in thoro sympathy with the
Madrid government, aitho unfor-
tunately they can’t do anything
about it for diplomatic reasons,
and that, consequently, the sole
danger comes trom the fascist
quarter, from Germany and Italy?
This is a dangerous illusion. I do
not hesitate to state that, at the
present moment, the gravest
menace to the future of the Spanish
people comes from Downing Street,
from the perfidious intrigues of
the British Foreign Office tricked
out in the mealy-mouthed plati-
tudes of the pious Mr. Baldwin or
the noble Captain Eden.

Great Britain owns Spain, inso-
far as such financial charters of
ownership are still valid and will
be valid in the future. The domi-
nant foreign control of the re-
sources, mines, mills and utilities
of Spain is British. Spain is also
of obviously vital importance to
Great Britain because of its posi-
tion in the Mediterranean, because
of its strategic relation to Britain’s
life-lines of empire, the new, alter-
native ones as well as the old ones.
Nor should it be forgotten that
Spain is next-door mneighbor to
Portugal, England’s traditional
“ally” in Southwestern Europe.

British Aims In The Spanish
Situation

It is easy enough to see what
Great Britain is out for in the
present Spanish crisis. The cap-
italist system in Spain must be
preserved and the danger of social-
ism averted, for otherwise the
claims of British finance and com-
mercial capital would be disallowed
and its economic grip over the
country broken. A socialist Spain
would be most disastrous to British
interests in Portugal, for the latter
country would very soon become
part of an Iberian socialist federa-
tion. And it is pretty plain that,
once outside the orbit of capital-
ism, Spain could no longer be
depended upon to play its part in
British imperialism’s Mediter-
ranean affairs.

For all these reasons, Britain is
concerned primarily with main-
taining a stable bourgeois regime
in Spain, with preserving Spanish
capitalism and with safeguarding
its own special position in it. From
a general viewpoint, a conservative
monarchy or republic would be
preferable, perhaps, but such is
hardly possible under the tensely
strained class relations of today.
Hence a fascist regime of some
sort becomes necessary and official
Britain has not taken much pains
to hide its intense partisanship, its

-determined support of the rebel

cause in Spain. As far back as the

‘middle of August, Downing Street’s

semi-official spokesman, Augur,
avowed that “it 'is impossible to
discover in political and business
circles here any signs of sympathy
with Madrid. . . . On no account
can Britain tolerate a Red
menace. . . .” (New York Times,
August 17, 1936). And only a few
days ago, the United Press corres-
pondent, Frederick Kuh, called at-
tention to the “belief spread in
diplomatic quarters that Great
Britain . . . was more inclined to
see a rebel than a loyalist triumph
in the Spanish civil war” (New
York World-Telegram, January 5,
1937).

Germany And Italy In Spain

But it is precisely here that com-
plications set in for Britain.
“Frankly speaking,” writes Augur
in the New York Times of Decem-
ber 26, “the British government
and majority public opinion in this
country would not object to the
Insurgents winning with German
help. The prospect of a lasting
establishment of Germans on

Spamisn sol, however, 1s 1ncoin-
paubie Wil (n€ ess¢Nilai INierests
vf wne Briusn kmpire, whicn can-
not toiecale a Pputencal enemy's
occupying a cenicdl posiuion doini-
nduug unaperial rouves or com-
mwucadon,” kor, or course, Ler-
many and Italy have their own
caicwatolls 10 the >panish Crisis.
[oun are naturaily 1nteresied 1n
promoung the cause Ol Iascism in
that councry lor tney are vitally
concerned 1n prevenung the emer-
gence oI a soclaliSt dpaln at all
costs; a proletarian \riumpn 1in
Spain wouid be a tremendous
stimulus to the Trevolutionary
workers movement thruout the
world, in the domains ot Hitler and
Mussolini as well. But funda-
mentally they are most deeply en-
grossed in advancing their own
imperialist interests 1n the situ-
ation. And these interests are by
no means compatibie, Italy hopes
to sirengthen immensely 1ts posi-
tion in the Mediterranean by ac-
quiring predominating influence
over a tascist Spain and by ob-
taining the cession of a few
strategically located points. Maj-
orca is already in Italian hands and
the control of the Balearics could
be achieved with or without formal
annexation. For Germany, the
Spanish crisis constitutes an op-
portunity for imperialist expansion
in a hitherto unexpected direction.
A firm German grip over Spain
established in the process of help-
ing General Franco would throw
open to the Nazis much-needed
natural resources and raw material
supplies and would convert Ger-
many into a very important Medi-
terranean power. For the Hitler
regime, it is a very great oppor-
tunity; hence its feverish activity

and its reckless arrogance in try-
ing to get a solid foothold in
Spain while there is yet time.

England’s Game

For haugland we situduioll s
clredwed 15 VY LU ualid dlple bue
e LONUOIL Koseigal Liflce 1> udlu-
llllg 1y 11 wae accuswllied lualiier
—py ludirecuon, by devious  id-
wigue, DY audaidg uirougils
vUndesruilie Madrid: nelp rrauaco.
DBIOCK HITier ald MUussoulli—ulese
nave Deen aud are touay ivs gulu-
g siogans. In order 10 hawpel
wic Dpailisn governnent and make
posSiDIe asslsiance Lo ine repels,
pritaln contrived and got krance
w0 put over the disgraceiui "‘non-
intervenuon”’ plockade, as a
-smokescreen . . . that wouid con-
cedt elforls of the tascist nauons
10 aia Lhe rebeis,” to quote krede-
rfick Kuh’s United Press dispatcn
ot January 5. Because, 1n this
special situation, it did not seem a
particularly appropriate instrument
or briusn aims, the League ot
Nations has been completely para-
lyzed, in strange contrast to its
nectic activity in the days of the
Ethiopian crisis. But most of ali
does the British Foreign Office
count upon its ability to play off
Italy against Germany, to drive a
wedge between the two by ex-
ploiting their diversity of interests.
‘this is one of the most important
aspects of the recent Anglo-Italian
pact. Definite information is still
lacking but it is pretty clear that,
thru judicious concessions and
other means, Great Britain is at-
tempting to get Italy to second its
efforts in blocking Hitler’s plans to
get a permanent grip on Spain. On
the basis of such an understanding,

Opposition to Opportunist
Line Splits Hungarian C.P.

OW surprised the naive com-

rades must be who took
seriously the boasts of the Com-
munist International regarding the
unanimity of the seventh con-
gress. Since this Congress several
crises have broken out in various
parties of the Comintern—Ger-
many, France, Czechoslovakia—and
in all cases the line of the seventh
congress was involved. Let those ex-
plain who insist that there is party
democracy in the Comintern and in
the sections: How does it come that
none of these differences came to
the surface during the congress?
The answer to these questions is
the stifling inner-regime in the
Comintern and in the sections
which makes expressions of dif-
ferences or opposition impossible
—unless one is prepared to face
the consequences.

Expulsions in Hungary

A new section of the Comintern
is being reorganized now for its
opposition t6 the anti-working
class people’s front policies of the
Comintern. Of special interest is
the fact that the drive of the
Comintern leadership is directed
not at some poor rank and filer
who was indiscreet in his remarks
about ‘“defense of the fatherland”
and the subservience to the parties
of the bourgeoisie, which charac-
terizes the line of the C.I, but is
aimed against the Central Com-
mittee of the Hungarian Party.

In typical Comintern style the
International Control Commission
settled matters by expelling “Paul
Sebes (otherwise Lantos), and
Dezhe Nemes (otherwise Kever
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and Koenig)” and by reprimanding
“Franz Gusti (Gross) and Imre
Komor.”
Specific Crimes

The leadership of the Hungarian
Party is.accused (See British Edi-
tion of The Communist Interna-
tional, Nov.-Dec., 1936) of opposi-
tion to “the tactics of the united
front.” However, our suspicion is
aroused when we read about “The
sectarian resistance of the C.C. of
the C.P. of Hungary to the tactical
line given by the Seventh Con-
gress of the Comintern . . .” and
about the “covert sabotage of the
decisions of the Comintern.”

To add still more to the crimes
of the Hungarian party leadership
the International Control Commis-

sion complains that “The C.C. did!

not inform the E.C.C.I. of the real
state of affairs in the Party, and on
more than one occasion tried to
mislead it.” Poor and abused
Comintern! Surely the members of
the Comintern will be mobilized to
rise against the Hungarian mis-
leaders!

But the crowning sins of all and
positively those for which no for-
giveness in the Comintern is pos-
sible are those relating to “burea-
cracy, the laying down of the law,
shouting, and the suppression of all
criticism from below.” It is well
known that these are evils of which
the Comintern. is absolutely in-
nocent. The Hungarian must be
destroyed for injecting such des-
tructive policies into Comintern
life!

We do not know the exact nature
of the position of the comrades ex-
pelled, nor do we know where the
comrades are going. We do know,
however, that these expulsions
reflect the deep and widespread
opposition to the people’s front
strategy—the poison strain of re-
formism injected into the blood-
stream of the Communist move-

London would have no objection to
Italian aid to Franco. It is hardly
to be doubted, for example, that
the British government was per-
fectly well aware of the landing
of over 10,000 Italian troops in
Spain in the week of New Years,
about half of them on the very
day before the Italian pact was
signed. At present Italy seems to
be still holding out for better terms
but that there are good prospects
for the British manouver can hard-
ly be doubted, for German domi-
nation of Spain would be as con-
trary to Italian as to British in-
terests.

France In The Tow Of Downing
Street

In this whole game of imperial-
istic intrigue and counter-revolu-
tion, the most despicable part is
being played by France. In the
France of the People’s Front,
foreign and military politics seems
to be the special preserve of the
Radicals of the Daladier type
whose diplomatic gospel consists
of three commandments: Play the
stooge for the British Foreign Of-
fice! Placate Hitler and purchase
immunity by concessions! Streng-
then the French “friendship” with
Italy! Even in Leon Blum’s France
there are still capitalists and these
capitalists still retain their cap-
italistic nature. And, even in Leon
Blum’s France, the capitalists have
their representatives in the gov-
ernment, the Radical party. No-
thing is more calculated to throw
French capitalism into a panic than
the prospect of a socialist Spain
next door. Far rather would it
prefer a fascist regime or a mili-
tary dictatorship in that country,
if only such a regime could be kept
measurably within the Anglo-
French orbit. Under the influence
of these factors, France has be-
come converted into a mere satel-
lite of Downing Street, eager and
happy to do London’s dirty work!

Danger Ahead!

At the present moment, Spain
finds itself in a most dangerous
position. And this not merely be-
cause the never-ending influx of
fascist “volunteers” is bound to
strengthen Franco’s forces, mak-
ing a new offensive of really
menacing proportions a matter of
days. Even more serious is the
fact, which we cannot afford to
ignore that both England and
France are lined up on the side
of outright counter-revolution, ma-
nouvering and manipulating to
bring about the triumph of reac-
tion under their own special
auspices. Suppose Franco should
be defeated on the field of battle,
completely and finally. Then it
:would be England and France—
 seconded, of course, by Germany
and Italy—who would take decisive
measures to block the emergence
of a socialist Spain under a prole-
tarian regime. Then it would be
England and France, working thru
the bourgeois liberals in Spain it-
self, who would attempt to force
upon the country a counter-revolu-
tionary military dictatorship, per-
haps tricked out in some sort of
“democratic” garb—who would, in
the name of “democracy,” “order”
and “civilization,” strive to set up
a “national concentration” govern-
ment, embracing the conservative
elements of the present regime to-
gether with some of the more
“reasonable” fascist chiefs. Then
it would be England and France
who would “intervene” quite open-
ly, helping the Spanish counter-
revolution disarm the workers and
annul the great socialist achieve-
ments already made, for only along
this bloody road can the bourgeois

Such hangman’s service to reaction
would be only the logical consum-
mation of the policy today being

ment. This we welcome.

followed by democratic England
and France!

regime ever be restored in Spain,
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A Review

By JIM CORK

'HE appearance of the first is-

sue of the Marxist Quarterly,!
edited by Lewis Corey, is an event
to be hailed by American radicals.
A perusal of its contents affords
sufficient ground to assert that
here we have a concentration of
Marxist forces that gives promise
of being able to cope in a critical
and realistic manner with the mul-
tifarious problems posed to Amer-
ican Marxists working on the
theoretical front. As the editors
correctly state in their introduec-
tory 'Challenge, “. . . Too much
Marxist writing especially in
America, consists of mere doc-
trinal exegesis. . . . With all too
few exceptions, Marxist writing is
not rooted in American history,
conditions and problems. . . . The
exposition, application and ampli-
fication of Marxism requires not
dogmatic asservations of faith but
bold and critical intelligence. . . .”
Such a healthy attitude is a
guarantee of conscious effort in the
right direction.

.The first issue lives up to these
directives, avoids the mere par-
rot-like repetition of orthodoxy and
strikes out boldly in many direc-
tions. What strikes one forcibly is
the. wealth and exceptional balance
of its contents. Articles on science,
art and philosophy, in addition to
those on economics, politics, his-
tory, class relations, plus a rich
and varied book review section. In-
§ofar as a single issue can be that,
it is a living symbol of Marxism
as the most potent intellectual in-
tegration of the social process as a
whole.

Rich In Content

A detailed account of all or any
of the articles is of course impos-
s?ble here, but some brief indica-
tion can be given. There is
Schmidt’s splendid article on
“Farm Labor under Fascism,” in
which the progressive worsening
of the economic condition of the
poor peasants and agricultural
workers in Italy is thoroly analyz-
ed and irrefutably documented;
Berlf Wolfe’s important program-
matic article on “New Aspects of
Cyclical Crises,” ,which analyzes
the new structural changes in cap-
italism with the advent of mono-
poly, and shows, as against the
bourgeois and reformist economic
theorists, who predicted the disap-
pearance of crises, that the per-
spective is for deeper and more
frequent crises and weaker and
more incomplete recoveries because
of the basis fact that dyclical
crises today occur against the
background of a general crisis of
the capitalist system as a whole;
Corey’s article on “American Class
Relations,” which effectively des-
troy the twin-illusions of a class-
less America and of a middle-class
America, and indicates the relative
growth of the working class and
1.;he sure trend toward proletarian-
ization among the gainfully em-
ployed, and the importance of this
fact in deciding the mechanics of
social change.

Then there is the really brilliant
article on “The Nature of Abstract
Art,” by Meyer Schapiro, in which
the author shows conclusively that
the up-and-down movements of ab-
stract art “cannot be considered a
self-contained movement issuing by
a kind of internal logic directly
from esthetic problems,” as the
chief banner-bearers of all its
twists and shades fondly imagine,
but as developments which cannot
be understood separate and apart
from fundamental developments
and changes in material (and their
reflected cultural) conditions of so-
ciety; and an amusing and witty
reprint from Engels, “Materialism

1 Marxist Quarterly, Volume 1, No. 1;
Lewis Corey, Managing Editor.

and Spooks,” in which he indicates
how natural scientists with their
“matter of fact, theory-scorning,
thought-suspicious empirical”
habits, lacking the ballast of an
integrative dialectical materialist
philosophical outlook, are prone to
embrace all sorts of spiritualist
and obscurantist conceptions; an
instructive article by Edward
Conze indicating that Nominalism
(the 14th Century philosophical
system) can be understood in its
social origins only as a theoretical
reflex of the origins of capitalism
in the 14th century; (by the way,
why can’t Latin footnotes which
obviously contain important sub-
stantiating evidence be translated
into English?). Finally there is an
article by Hacker summarizing the
economic antagonisms between
England and the American colonies
which led to the American Revolu-
tion; an interesting article by Hook
on “Marxism and Values,” in
which he indicates his idea of the
relation between Marxism as a
body .of knowledge and the Social-
ist ideals as value judgements; an
article by Bern Brandon, analyzing
the objective implications of the
thought of the Southern Agrarians;
an article on “Science and So-
cialism” by Benjamin Ginzburg;
all these plus a solid and varied
book review section. In short, an
immensely promising first issue!

“Science and Society”

The appearance of the first is-
sue of “Science and Society”2 put
out by those in and around the
Communist Party naturally forces
a comparison between the two
magazines. To merely mention the
two in the same breath is highly
flattering to “Science and Society.”

2 Science and Society, Vol. 1, No. 1.
W. T. Parry, Managing Editor.

Its immense inferiority is pain-
fully apparent in all respects. Its
balance leaves much to be desired.
Its leading four articles deal with
mathematics, philosophy, philology
and education respectively. No-
thing significant in economics,
politics, history, class relations of
the living present or the past, un-
less the puerile note by Haakon
Chevalier on the “French Intel-
lectuals and the People’s Front” be
so regarded.

The treatment for the most part
is heavily academic and involved.
Indeed, the weight of the intel-
lectuals who have approached
Marxism recently from the outside
lies heavily upon it. In this con-
nection one senses immediately the
watering down of Marxism in es-
sentials, in order to make it more
palatable to liberal intellectuals
who, according to People’s Front
axiom No. 1, must not be antagon-
ized. A clear illustration of this
danger is afforded by the leading
article by Brameld on ‘“American
Education and the Social Strug-
gle,” which has a distinctly de-
fensive tone in regard to Marxism
as a whole, in which the Marxian
attitude on the road to power is so
watered down as to be practically
unrecognizable, in which there is
even an implicit attack against the
“absolutism” of Marxism from the
vantage point of pragmatism. And
so long as the class-collaborating
psychology of the People’s Front
outlook is maintained, just so long
will the danger of a blunting of
Marxist principles exist.

There is a history behind the
appearance of both magazines that
ought to be known. The C.P. was
asked to participate in the pub-
lication of one Marxist magazine
which would represent a concentra-
tion of all Marxist forces, regard-
less of their political affiliations.
The C.P. rejected the offer for
factional reasons. The result is two
magazines instead of one; @nd for
all who can read, it is patently
clear that today the most capable
Marxist forces lie outside of the
official C.P.

rupt, and impede the organization
of the workers.

Astonished that these methods
have failed, they now watch the
movement for organization rising
in a veritable tidal wave, threaten-
ing to inundate their traditional
open shop policy. Nervously, they
and their spokesmen, such as the
Herald Tribune, ask the question
—Are we in for a general indus-
trial war?

An indication of labor’s answer
to this question can be found in a
recent speech of John L. Lewis
(December 31). Himself respon-
sible to no slight extent for the
movement of labor now on foot,
Lewis says:

“Peace cannot be achieved by
employers’ denials of the right to
organize; by denial of conferences
for bargaining purposes; by the
purchase and use of arms, ammuni.
tion and tear gas; by a continued
policy of arrogance and repres-
sion.

“The time has passed in Amer-
ica when the workers can be either
clubbed, gassed or shot down with
impunity.”

* *

“May I respectfully suggest to
the LaFollette Committee . . . that
it summon industry’s brass hats,
however eminent, to answer why
they hire and feed this anti-labor
army, and why they maintain
warehouses overflowing with in-

dustrial war munitions and para-

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles

HE feudal barons of the steel and auto industry have seen

fit to completely disregard the demands for negotiations
with the unions in the field. Instead they have chosen the road
of arrogant denial to labor of its right to organize and to col-
lective bargaining. Both industries, especially steel, have armed
themselves to the teeth with revolvers, rifles, tear gas and
machine guns. In addition they have let loose upon labor and
its organization a swarm of snakes and rats to undermine, dis-

phenalia. May I humbly warn the
Senate that Labor wants this in-
vestigation pressed home, and
wants industry disarmed, LEST
LABOR MEN ON THEIR MARCH
TO INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY
SHOULD HAVE TO TAKE BY
STORM THE BARBED-WIRE
BARRICADES AND MACHINE
GUN EMPLACEMENTS, BUILD-
ED AND MAINTAINED BY THE
RAPACIOUS MOGULS OF COR-
PORATE INDUSTRY....”
* ¥ %

“If we had more social justice,
we would need less charity.” This
is the inscription prominently dis-
played on one of the buildings in
River Rouge, Detroit, home of the
Ford Motor Company. The auto
workers will soon have a chance
to test Henry’s belief in these fine
words when the big push strikes
the Ford plants.

* * *

“To advocate such a theory (in-
dustrial unionism) is not to en-
gage in violent contest; it should
challenge the calm, considerate
judgement of men because there
are practicabilities involved in
these mass production enterprises
which make vertical organization
appear to be a happy solution.

“Certain it is that with the ex-
ception of one of the industries
named, effort at organization on
craft lines through the last half
century has failed, every drive and

' SOVIET STEEL

by RALPH VAILL
(Concluded from last week)

Broadly speaking, the personnel
of a department is grouped into
two divisions: 1l—the engineering
and technical workers, and, 2—
workers. At Kuznetsk, where 13
furnaces are in operation, and the
daily plan is about 4000 tons, we
had 200 men and women in the first
group, and about 1500 in the sec-
ond. The “L.T.R.)” as they are
known, have the definite task,
given to them by the “party” to
“give the proper working condi-
tions” to the second group. Then
also, collectively, and individually,
they are charged with another task
to raise, first their own “cultural
level,” and concurrently, that of
the workers. Cultural level is an
all embracing expression. If an en-
gineer acquires knowledge of an-
other language, then he raises his
level. If a slagger learns how to
pour a test, he grows in culture.
To be “not grammatical” which
means anything from all thumbs to
downright ijliteracy is a mark of
shame. Hence, raising the cultural
level is secondary only to meeting
the plan. Some poor superintendent
and his party secretary might be
feeling smugly elated over having
met iast month’s plan only to have
a representative from the main
plant party committee sail in upon
them and demand that they get
busy and remedy the lax condi-
tions in the department with re-
gard to examinations of I.T.R, and
workers, to fulfill the order about
organizing study groups, or pro-
viding study rooms, books, charts,
ete. The instructors, lecturers, and
leaders of these study courses are
LT.R. men. It is part of their so-
cial duty. Often their load is heavy
in this respect. Many of them
average many hours per week over

{and above the actual time con-

sumeda by shift work,

Much money, time and effort are
spent on this self improvement. To
me it was a very novel, interesting
experience to be in the “presidium”
at a mid-winter examination of
I.T.R. members. Each evening af-
ter working hours until they were
all put through the mill, everybody
comes. It’s a Roman holiday. The
victim has to stand at a blackboard
and answer questions (by any-
body) of both practical and theo-
retical nature. He must prove that
he reads current technical litera-
ture, both foreign and domestic,

must show that he is thoroughly
familiar with design and operation
of the shop, and that he has an
active, resourceful mind on the
question of getting away from the
old hand methods and substituting
newer mechanized ways. To faii
is serious. He loses “face” and
‘must undertake definite study for
the coming year. I have often
wondered where those fellows could
find a spare hour. For, all hours
of the day, and until late at night,
in study halls in various parts of
the city, or in the big rooms of the
“trade union” headquarters of each
department, these study courses are
in session. Studies in technic re-
lated to their work, politics, eco-
nomics, and also the three R’s.

To meet the plan, to work and
live 1n a disciplined way, and to
attain a higher cultural level—
these are the objective trinity to-
ward which Soviet Russia strug-
gles at this time. All imaginable
means are employed to stimulate
the competitive urge. The loral
steel town newspaper, the great
national dailies, the wall boards,
movies and theaters, are all util-
.ized to spur on the indifferent. To
{ create a genuine, but healthy com-
! petitive urge. Lenin has said that

1

!the “newspaper is not only a col-
| lective propagandist, and a collec-
i tive agitator, but also a collective
,organizer.” Therefore, the steel
plant has no secrets from the news
| gatherer. He is in the shop every
tday. What happens there is first
' line mews. If one worker wants to
| scold another, he uses the news-
paper. If the community is dissatis-
, fied with the shop superintendent,
Ior the manager of the stockyard,
it expresses this in no uncertain
terms in the local paper. If some
engineer, in the course of his duty,
has uncovered some, to him, new
and interesting fact, he writes an
article immediately to a national
technical journal. And who does
not know of the wall boards that
decorate every prominently conspi-
cuous place on shop or office walls?
The ingenuity, cruelty, and re-
sourcefulness of these home-made
lithograph creators is amazing. At
our shop in Mariupol where we
have three, 300-ton tilting furnaces
in operation endeavoring to give
eight tons per square meter of
hearth area, we have one large
board that particularly enravishes
me. There are 12 pictures on its
"border. One for each first helper.
! (Continued on Page 6)

every effort has been without prac-
tical results. The men in these in-
dustries, with the exception of one
industry, are unorganized as it
relates to the great overwhelming
majority.

“If the United Mine Workers and
their associates are willing to help
other chartered international or-
ganizations, it would seem to me
that a set of embossed resolutions
should be presented to President
Lewis and his associates rather
than to condemn them for the un-
seifish motives that have actuated
Mr. Lewis and his associates.”

These paragraphs, taken from
an article in the official organ of
the Printing Pressmen’s Union,
were written—believe it or don’t
—by Major George L. Berry. No
doubt of the correctness of the
sentiments expressed here, but we
would like to know—how does the
Major square these remarks with
his actions at the A. F. of L. con-
vention where he voted for the
suspension of the CIO unions? As
a “military man” the major should
know that in a war one cannot
conveniently fight for both sides;
nor, in an issue of this kind, can
one hand out ‘“embossed resolu-
tions” with both hands while
shouting “Yes” on the motion of
the Executive Council to suspend

The above paragraphs may, in-
deed, have been intended to smooth
ruffled feelings. Despite that we
believe that the Major still owes
an explanation to the labor move-
ment at large and to the CIO
unions in particular.

* * *

Progressive delegates in the
Chicago Federation of Labor won
a partial victory for industrial
unionism at a recent delegates’
meeting. Delegate Schoonover, the
Chicago Federation of Labor dele-
gate to the Tampa convention of
the A. F. of L. sided openly there
with the reactionary craft union
leadership of the Executive Coun-
cil. When he gave his report, a mo-
tion was made that the report be
approved and the delegate be given
a vote of thanks. After severe
criticism by a number of progres-
sive delegates the above motion
was amended to merely receiving
and filing the report. The amend-
ment was carried.

* * *

“In Berlin, in 1287,” says an
authority, “whoever would be a
tailor must be a citizen.” Six
hundred and forty-nine years of
history did not wend their weary
and bloody way in vain. “In Berlin,
in 1937,” says the law of the Nazi
totalitarian state, “whoever would
be a tailor must be an Aryan

the unions of the CIO.

citizen.”
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Lewis Addresses I.L.G.W. U.
Board; DubinskyReportsGains

The General Executive Board of

the International Ladies Garment
Workers union, meeting in Wash-
ington, D. C., listened in rapt at-
tention as John L. Lewis, head of
the Committee for Industrial Or-
gamzatxon, described the plans for
orgamzmg the mass of the work-

ers in the basic industries and de-]

picted the specific problems that
the CIO has encountered in the
course of the organization drives
in steel auto and glass. Speaking
on the general problems which face
the trade union movement after
the last A. F. of L. convention, in
which the international unions af-
filiated with the CIO were suspend-
ed, Lewis expressed his determina-
tion to proceed unhindered and his
confidence in ultimate victory.

“] am convinced,” said Lewis, in
his concluding remarks, “that we
will organize the whole country,
that we will establish the principle
of collective bargaining.

“I am convinced that with united
forces, with intelligence, with de-
termination, we will succeed to
build that labor movement of whlch
we have dreamed so many years.”

The executive session of the
board was also addressed by Phil
Murray who heads the Steel Work-
ers Organization. Committee and
by Thomas Kennedy, secretary-
treasurer of the United Mine
Workers Union, and Lieutenant
Governor of Pennsylvania.

During the early session of the
board President David Dubinsky
delivered a comprehensive report
on the work of the union. He de-
scribed in detail the union’s ener-
getic attempts to continue organ-
ization until a 1009 result can be
reported for the industry.

Dubinsky reported that during
the previous several months the
ILGWU has gained another 20,000
members bringing the total to al-
most 250,000. The recent gains
come from the cotton garment un-
derwear and children’s dress sec-
tions of the industry.

The strength of the organization,
Dubinsky stated, made it possible
to renew a number of agreements
without resort to strike action. He
pointed to the dress industry in
New York, cloak and dress indus-
tries in Los Angeles and San
Francisco, raincoat trade in Bos-
ton, beltmakers in New York and
dressmakers in Milwaukee. Where
the associations were intransigent
individual settlements with the em-
ployers were secured, as in the
case of the knitgoods workers in
New York.

President Dubinsky pointed to
the most welcome development in
the out-of-town problem in which
the union has succeeded in getting
a sweeping ruling against shops
running away from union con-
tracts. He reported excellent or-
ganization results in out-of-town
shops around New York, Chicago
and Philadelphia.

The president’s report also called
attention to the increased political
activity of the union, and to the
participation in the presidential
campaign in many states. The

union, he said, was a leading force
in the organization of the Labor
Non-Partisan League and the A-
merican Labor Party in New York
state.

Reports of steady headway were
made by the vice-presidents. An
interesting side-light on the prob-
lem of organization was reported
by vice-president Rose Pesotta. In
charge of the organization of 10,-
000 French dressmakers in Mon-
treal, she reported excellent prog-
ress despite the most direct and
determined resistance of the Cath-
olic church.

In the course of his report Fred
Umhey stated that fully 20,000
members participate in class work
thruout the union. This is a most
gratifying number and is probably
larger than any other union in the
country can show.

SOUTHERN BOSSES
MURDERED 13!

With Georgia at the head of
the list with five lynchings,
America hung up a total of 13
mob killings for the year, ac-
cording to statistics compiled
by the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People.

One of the two lynchings
credited to Arkansas is that of
Frank Weems, Negro share-
cropper, who disappeared June
8. At that time the sheriff of
the county and later Gov. J. M.
Futrell stated that Weems was
not dead, but would be produced
in “due time.” Nothing has
been heard of Weems since and
a few days ago, in response to
a direct inquiry from the N.A.
A.C.P., Gov. Futrell’s office
stated, “This cffice has no rec-
ord at all concerning Frank
Weems.” I

Moroccan Crisis May Be Used by
France, England to Blockade Spain

(Continued from Page 1)

and Fez, and confers regularly
with the staff officers of the army
of occupation, as well as with na-
tive leaders.

A conference of the Croix de
Feu officers has been held at Mek-
nes, at which many things were
discussed including the possibility
of a French Army coup. The mob-
ilization of fascist elements is ac-
companied by intense propaganda
among the natives.

At Rabat, the Croix de Feu go
into Arab districts and explain that
the Blum government, run com-
pletely by Jews, does not repre-
sent France and that one day it
will be necessary to march against
it.

The great poverty of the na-
tives, the despondency of the set-
tlers, the insolence of the fascists
who are in control, and the lack
of conscience of certain mercen-
aries who are ready to take part
in the basest adventures—all make
Morocco a soil well prepared, it
seems, for a pronunciamento.”

Once again the international re-
percussions of the failure of the
workers’ parties of France and
Spain to fight for the self-determi-
nation of Morocco, entangle these
very parties in the filthy mess of
imperialist plotting.

The rebels have launched their
long expected “final drive” (this is
the third) to capture Madrid. Mor-
occans, heavily flanked by Nazis,
are the spearhead of the drive,
while Italian and German planes
bomb the city. But two months of
siege, and counter-gains, have
heightened the morale of the de-
fenders, and also allowed them to
created a very thoro defense. The
now seasoned troops of Spanish
workers, aided by the Internation-
al column, has already repulsed
Franco’s cutthroats of internation-
al reaction.

\\ F/%f /

OPEN HOUSE

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
We’ve got a really swell new
M// house. Come and see it!
Dance, Drink, and be Merry
£ with us!

at

131 WEST 33rd STREET
on

Saturday Evening, January 23rd, 1937.

at the

EMIL KLEBER

Aids In Defense of Madrid

S —————————

Sharecropping,
Hit by Kester

The convention of the American
Economics Association, meeting in
Chicago, heard Howard Kester, of
Nashville, Tenn., member of the
Executive Council of the Southern
Tenant Farmers Union and author
of “Revolt Among the Sharecrop-
pers,” describe conditions on cot-
ton plantations as “more humiliat-
ing and devastating than human
bondage.” He proposed the estab-
lishment of cooperative farms as
a major remedy.

Referring to the method of
sharing the crop which is common
to the South, Mr. Kester declared
that “the system continues to frus-
trate the lives of millions.”

The Bankhead-Jones Bill, Kester
said, is inadequate to solve the
situation, being based, he said, on
an acceptance of the principle of
tenancy. He characterized the Bill
as aiming to relieve “the economic
instability resulting from some
present forms of tenancy” by lift-
ing some tenant farmers to the
status of landlords, and added “that
tenancy in itself is an evil, that it
is uneconomic and anti-social and
that it must be abolished.”

CATHOLIC CHURCH
AND NAZI GERMANY

(Continued from Page 2)

“it is of exceptional importance in
the life of the people that the State
and Church be reconciled in the
individual and collective conscience
of the whole nation.” It took Mus-
solini all of six years (1923-1929)
to admit defeat. Events move more
rapidly nowadays.

Let us not forget that, two years
before Mussolini ended his war on
Catholicism, the American priest,
Father John A. Ryan, wrote in his
book Declining Liberty And Other
Papers: “Nor is there anything in
the nature of human beings or in
the nature of the existing Fascist
constitution which prevents the
proper ends of government from
being attained. If the Italian peo-
ple are satisfied with this kind of

SOVIET STEEL

(Continued from Page 5)

Hé who came nearest to meeting
the plan last week has his name
placed abreast a picture of an
aviator, in the latest of Soviet
planes floating arrogantly in some
stratosphere. He who was next
best zooms at breakneck speed
around a dizzy curve on a Soviet
motorcycle. The next one tours
elegantly across country in a So-
viet Ford, and so on down to the
stupid peasant dragging his pig to
the bazaar, and the lazy loafer
asleep on a snail. Individuals who
overindulge in vodka, who neglect
study courses, who do sloppy work
are mercilessly caricatured and
completely deseribed on other
boards; and just as freely and bit-
terly denounced in open meetings.
More and more as time goes by,
the superintendents and higher of-
ficers are being exempted from
this. But they are not immune by
any means. For example, our su-
perintendent months ago promised
the furnace crews that he would
get from the Urals, an unused
Dolomite machine. He is now in
lithograph, posed as riding leisure-
ly through the gentle pine-clad
Urals, on a fantastic Dolomite ma-
chine drawn by a yoke of oxen.

Stakhanovism

Over and above all the local ef-
forts to attain these objectives, we
have here in the Soviet land an
employment of “mass psychology”
that has never before been
equalled.

This gives the tone to life—the
speed and direction to work in the

Union. It creates for us our stan-
dards, our heroes, our news. Up to
1933 it created the Udarniks and
Shock workers. These were the
“men of the hour,” the “news-
worthy” people. Then came the day
of “Otlechnik,” meaning a peculiar
form of excellence named after a
worker who had become a sort of
super-Udarnik. However, all of the
elements of mass appeal were not
present in this “Otlechnik” move-
ment. Japan though, by her threat-
ening excursions in Manchuria,
gave occasion to pull out the “war
stop.” It was pulled wide open, and
while its high shrill notes were
still screaming “preparedness” in-
to every nook and corner in the
land, a Don Bas miner, Alexei
Stakhanov, down in the dark shaft
of the Irmino Coal Mine, in one
shift mined 240 tons of coal when
his “plan” called for only 40 tons.
That was one September day in
1935. Almost simultaneously a ball
bearing maker and a hammer man
in a forge shop burst through this
old level of productivity into al-
most unbelievable high ground.
Stalin called these workers to the
Kremlin. Held them up before the
nation as “special people.” Said
that the work of these men gave
evidence that the LT.R. all over
the land, by stubborn adherence
to “old norms” were holding back
the advance of the workers to the
“higher cultural level.” This was
the birth of the ‘Stakhanovite
Movement.” Like a wild prairie
fire it has swept over this land,
capturing the imagination of even
the most prosaic. All of the proper

Chlcago WPA
Workers Win

After “sitting-in” at the Illinois
WPA headquarters for seven days,
thirty-four representatives of Chi-
cago white collar unions and the
Illinois Workers Alliance succeed-
ed in winning their basic demands.
The agreement with which the pro-
test was ended included the follow-
ing concessions: (1) a renewal of
Administrator Hopkins’ promise
that no persons in need would be
dropped from the WPA; (2) the
reinstatement, without any loss in
pay of about 600 workers recently
dropped; (3) a promise that no
workers would be transferred to
lower wage classifications; and
(4) no discrimination against the
participants in the “sit-in” pro-
test.

The protest was supported by
the Artists Union, the Technical
and Research Employees Union,
the Union of Chicago Teachers of
Adult Education, and the Illinois
Workers Alliance. The protest re-
ceived wide support from white
collar WPA workers, many of
whom are faced with post-election
dismissals.

political constitution no rational
objection can be raised by those
who are not Italians.”

Lastly one of Hitler’s foremost
American propagandists, Father
Coughlin, frankly declared in a
radio sermon on November 283,
1936:

“The Catholic Church stands
four-square behind the capitalist,
although it dares condemn the
abuses which have grown around
him. When his voice is silent and
weak, and his hands unclean, we
will confront the communist and
socialist in his defense—and if
necessary die in defending the Con-
stitution under which he gained
his wealth.”

ingredients of mass appeal are
here. For one thing it greatly ap-
peals to the instinct of national
pride. Constantly we hear of how
this man breaks a world record,
of how this furnace surpasses in
heat any furnace in the world. Of
how the old norms of production
on a certain unit as given to us by
the engineers of foreign countries
are far too conservative. For ex-
ample, Weirton, in 1929 or ’28
made 4.9 tons of steel per square
meter of hearth area. This figure
was used as the basis on which the
new, standard 150-ton Russian fur-
naces were designed. The Amer-
icans said “4.2 tons are possible
here.” The Russians at that time,
said, “we must make 4.7 tons.”
But a first helper in Stalinsk made
a 180-ton heat in 6 hr. A furnace
in Makewka made 126,000 tons for
the year. A tilting furnace here
made a 300-ton, high ore heat here
in 11 hrs. on mixed gas. And thru
it all the papers shout and seream
“Stakhanovite.” But the engineers,
designers, superintendents and di-
rectors are, as Mr. Louis Horowitz
said, “Like the man’s hold of the
tiger’s tail chasing him round a
tree,” and what they are doing in
the wav of redesigning, revamp-
ing, and rebuilding these new fur-
naces and new shops so as to meet
the demands created by this Stak-
hanovite movement is something
like the dreams of a rarebit fiend.
Something which I hope to de-
scribe later in an article more tech-
nical than this story is how the
open-hearth man of Russia “meets
his plan,” “raises his cultural lev-

el” and “works in a disciplined
way.”

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
Hamilton Branch

Classes every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at I.O.F. Hall

Main and Ferguson Avenues
Hamilton, Ontario
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