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Hit by Ruling

Contract Of IL.G.W.U.
Upheld, Preventing
Anti-Labor Move

The powerful International
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union
forced favorable legal action

against two “runaway shops”, firms
which had violated their union con-
tract by moving outside New York
and establishing an open-shop. The
two firms, the Blue Dale Dress
Company and the Blue Fox Dress
Company, had signed with the
union last February as members of
Popular Priced Dress Manufactur-
ers Group Inc., an employers as-
sociation. On October 29th they
locked out the workers from their
factory, resigned from the em-
ployers’ association on October
31st, and the same night secretly
moved their machinery to Arch-
bold, Pennsylvania. Their charge
was that the ILGWU had created
“unnecessary labor strikes,” there-
by breaching the contract.

It was successfully shown that
the latter was not true, that the
two firms involved had locked out
the workers and had attempted to
run a non-union shop. Justice
McCook, in his opinion declared
that, “regarding the situation as a
whole it is clear that the intention
was at one stroke to get rid of the
obligations of the union contract
and to obtain cheaper non-union
labor in a more indulgent commun-
ity.”

While the decision will be ap-
pealed by the employers, its im-
portance at this time is undeniable,
Insofar as the labor movement can
g<t anything out of favorable court
decisions, this one will be of aid to
the aroused trade union movement
of America. Its special importance,
of course, is to the various needle
trades, since it is far more un-
usual to hear of steel mills or auto
plants slipping away by night. It
is the legal support of the prin-
ciple involved, support which comes
not from the liberlalism wof the
bench but from the independent
power of the ILGWU, that is of
significance to collective bargain-
ing.

French CP,SP Vote
Press Gag Laws

On December 8, according to a
Havas dispatch, the French Cham-
ber of Deputies adopted, by a vote
of 359 to 193, a government bill on
the control of the press. This bill,
for which both communist and so-
cialist deputies voted, forbids with
appropriate penalties the printing
or publishing of

1. “news of a nature capable of
troubling public order”; and

2. “agitation in any form against
French authority in the colo-
nies.”

Thus have the communists and
socialists voted to give the French
state power to suppress revolution-
ary agitation against capitalist rule
at home and against imperialism
abroad! Thus have the workers
parties pledged themselves, thru a
self-imposed prohibition, to aban-
don the class struggle against cap-
italist rule in France and against
imperialist oppression in the colo-
nies!

Such is the poisoned fruit of the
People’s Front!

S ——————

Union Votes to Strike

All General Motors Plants

Injunction Out Against
Sit-In Fisher Body
Strikers; CIO Aids

Two hundred representatives of
the United Automobile Workers,
representing General Motors, vot-
ed for a general strike in the com-
pany’s plants should the demands
worked out be rejected by the man-
agement of the corporation. The
‘meeting which took these steps
was called in Flint, Michigan. In
addition to working out demands,
a board of strategy was set up,
consisting of the UAWA officials,
representatives of the Committee
for Industrial Organization, and
Glenn McCabe of the Flat Glass
Workers, an allied industry now in
a general strike. This board will
have the authority to call the strike
and will supervise the strike mach-
inery.

Eight demands were formulated
by the workers as follows: A na-
tional conference between the
heads of General Motors and the
Union (i.e. as opposed to plant
agreements); abolition of piece
work; thirty hour week and six
hour day with time and one-half
for overtime; establishment of a
minimum wage; reinstatement of
all workers discharged unjustly;
seniority rights; recognition of the
UAWA; mutual agreement as to
the speed of the line.

The board of strategy will send
a letter to General Motors this
week covering these demands.

Fighting a sit-down strike in
two Fisher body plants in Flint,
General Motors has gotten out an
injunction to evict the men. The
notice was read to the strikers but
no move has as yet been 'made to
oust them. The sheriff appeared
at the union meeting but did not
serve the injunction because “too
many people were there”. John
Brophy, representing the CIO
at the meeting, stated that the in-
junction would be fought by the
whole CIO.

Approximately 28,000 men are
on strike in eight GM plants thru-
out the country and about 8,500
are idle due to shutdown plants, it
was announced at the conference.

Homer Martin and John Brophy
made the main addresses at the
conference. Brophy stated that the
CIO was “morally and materially
behind the efforts of the automo-
bile workers to organize the indus-
try completely and to establish
real collective bargaining”. Martin
pointed out the unreliability of
the Auto Labor Board which failed
to protect the jobs of 300 workers
dismissed for union activity. He
stressed the fact that the union,
now 100,000 strong, was not mere-
ly desirous of general discussions
with the management, but ready
for real bargaining.

Coincident with the drive to or-
ganize the auto industry in gen-
eral and GM plants in particular,
President Roosevelt took a sudden-
ly revived interest in the ques-
tion of wages and hours. At a
press conference in Washington,
he let it be known that, while no
definite plans were worked out,
consideration was being given to
some sort of Federal control of
wages and hours. He referred to
the general increase in hours and
decrease in wages since the dis-
mantling of the NRA.

However, the auto workers will

).

This destroyer is one of the Nazi vessels now engaged in

“acts of war”

against anti-fascist Spain. It flies the swastika in the port of Cadiz.

The “Mother of Democracy” Plans
Financial Aid to Fascist Germany!

(Reprinted from the “Neaw States-
man And Nation” of London, Novem-
ber 21, 1936.)
£ * *

Official denials notwithstanding,
there is no doubt that plans for
raising a British loan or loans to
assist “economic revival” in Ger-
many and Italy are being strenu-
ously canvassed in the City. Senti-
ment there among “the people who

not this time give up their inde-
pendent union strength for the

sake of honey’d phrases from
Roosevelt. In 1934, Pres. Roose-
velt, together with William

Green, made the infamous sell-out
agreement, which not only did
nothing for the workers but wor-
sened their condition, till today, the
need of a real union independent
of the government as of the com-
pany is obvious to all auto work-
ers.

Preparations are also being made
by the Federal government to take
a hand in strike developments. Ed-
ward McGrady, chief troubleshooter
of the administration has been re-
called from San Francisco, to enter
the lists. Other federal mediators
are being rushed into the area, and
attempts are being made to settle
the glass workers strike. John L.
Lewis participated in a long con-
ference with Frances Perkins but
no statement was issued.

count” is predominantly semi-
fascist; and though less concern is
felt about Italy, the idea of an
economic clash in Hitler’s Germany
would be most unwelcome to the
majority of our financial leaders
and, not least, to the Governor of
the Bank.

Yet, economic troubles in Ger-
many are accumulating. Prices are
soaring, and there is a growing
deficiency of many food supplies—
as witness the new campaign to
substitute vast quantities of plum
and apple jam for butter. Owing
to the operation of her multitudin-

ous clearing arrangements and
special arrangements for pay-
ments, Germany’s real foreign

trade position is wrapped in mys-
tery. But all the available evidence
points to the conclusion that she is
living considerably beyond her
means. She cannot import the food
she needs and at the same time
finance raw material imports re-
quired for the rearmament pro-
gramme, or otherwise entailed by
the Government’s prodigal expen-
diture on strategic roads and other
employment giving works.

German emissaries in London are
apparently trying to convince the
City that Nazism in bankruptey
would be much more dangerous to
Germany’s neighbors than if it
received sufficient financial assist-

ance to tide things over smoothly.

Al'l;_lS to Spain

Banned by U.S.

Roosevelt In Line With
Emrgland and France In
Tacit Aid to Franco

The tacit and unofficial support
that has been given to British and
French plans for strangling the
Spanish revolution by the United
States became explicit this week
when the Roosevelt administration
sharply attacked Cuse, an expor-
ter, for sending arms to the Span-
ish government. The Neutrality
Law gives the president power to
put an embargo on arms shipments
in wars between nations but not
in civil wars. Roosevelt declared
the action of Cuse in “taking
advantage of this loophole is un-
patriotic”. Immediate steps are
being taken to amend the law so
that the president has unqualified
and unlimited powers to prevent
arms shipments at his discretion.

This is clearly an act against the
Spanish workers and against any
possible revolutionary movements
of oppressed colonial peoples.
How ‘“‘anti-fascist” is the ‘“great
humanitarian”! What a symbol of
struggle against reaction, against
the “economic tories”, at home and
abroad! Roosevelt’s foreign policy,
dictated by the interests of Ameri-
can Imperialism, is every whit as
reactionary as parliament-loving
England, people’s front France,
Fascist Germany and Italy—the
international bourgeoisie have a
common interest in murdering the
Spanish workers.

While England’s interests in
preventing a revolutionary Spain
are perhaps greater than the Unit-
ed States, since the Mediterranean
is of vital significance to her im-
perial trade-routes, nevertheless,
it must not be forgotten that hun-
dreds of millions of American cap-
ital is invested in Spain. (Inter-
national Telephone and Telegraph
has alone invested in its Spanish
subsidiary over $350,000,000 since
1929. In 1928, the House of Mor-
gan loaned the Spanish govern-
ment twenty million dollars.) In
addition various industries have
obtained concessions from the for-
mer monarchy, concessions not
threatened particularly by the col-

(Continued on Page 2)

SharecropperFund
Drive Is Held Legal

Informed yesterday that the De-
partment of Justice had ruled that
there was nothing improper in the
distribution of anti-peonage stamps
used to raise funds “in the strug-
gle against slavery carried on by
the Southern Tenant Farmers’
Union,” officials of the Union
declarad that “no other decision
could have been possible.”

H. L. Mitchell, union executive
secretary, declared that “the deci-
sion of the Department of Justice
is a result of our own insistence
that it investigate and announce its
decision as to whether a labor or-
ganization has the right to raise
funds from people who love justice,
for the purpose of remedying such
a tragic situation as now exists.

“The statement of assistant At-
tornzy-General McMahon is a vin-
dication of the legality of steps
taken hy the Workers Defense
League and the Southern Tenant
Farmers’ Urion in their efforts
eliminate slavery in the cc
fields of the South.”
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Dubinsky Firm for

Industrial Unionism

President David Dubinsky has
just issued a new year’s message
in which he makes it quite clear
that on the great issue that divides
the labor movement today he stands
on the side of health and progress.
Discussing the question of indus-
trial unionism Dubinsky places
himself “with those who are fight-
ing for an industrial form of union
organization in the mass produc-
tion industries as against those
who cling exclusively to the craft
union idea and practice.”

The section dealing with this
question follows in full:

“Actuated by the same principle
and belief that the labor move-
ment cannot thrive and prosper
unless ‘it adapts itself to new in-
dustrial environment and situa-
tions, that in order to avoid stag-
nation it must always go on for-
ward, we have taken sides, in the
historic controversy which is stir-
ring at present the American la-
bor movement to its very depths,
with those who are fighting for an
industrial form of union organiza-
tion in the mass production indus-
tries as against those who cling
exclusively to the craft union idea
and practice.

“We have taken our stand not
because we have ever entertained
a desire to leave our old home—
the American Federation of Labor
—or to weaken it, but rather be-
cause we believe faithfully and
earnestly that such a policy would
benefit the Federation and would
bring into its fold rapidly hundreds
of thousands of new members, new
inspiration and vigor. And we ex-
pect and hope, despite obstacles
and antagonisms, to continue with
our policy of helping to bring about
an eventual conciliation of the con-
tending forces within the Ilabor
movement and to avert the tragedy
of a final split.”

The same firm stand for indus-
trial unionism is taken also in the
leading editorial of Justice, (Jan.
1, 1937). Discussing the theme of
conciliation, the editorial concludes

Arms to Spain
Banned by U.S.

(Continued from Page 1)

lapsed people’s front, but very
much endangered by the revolu-
tionary proletariat. This is the
motivation of the U.S. government.
At the same time, with the se-
cret approval of the United States,
England and France made another
attempt to yield to Hitler’s ag-
gressive assistance to Franco. A
proposal was made to curb all vol-
unteers going to Spain, a move
which could only affect the forces
of the workers. For the German
troops now fighting on the side
of the Spanish insurgents, are not
at all volunteers but army units
mobilized by the Reich. The In-
ternational Column now aiding in
the defense of Madrid, and other
foreign army units are real vol-
unteers who went to Spain in di-
rect opposition to' the policy of
their government (with the excep-
tion of Russians). Thus the scheme
is but another example of the great
aid democracies give to one an-
other. It is unfortunate that Sov-
iet Russia should have given ap-
proval to this plan, despite the
fact that she is the only state aid-
ing the anti-fascist fighters of
Spain. These moves only serve to
confuse the international prole-
tariat and therefore the Spanish

struggle.
As an answer to this proposal,
Yitler began an unofficial blockade
‘inst Loyalist ships. The seiz-
a»f two Spanish vessels was

DAVID DUBINSKY

with the statement that the Gen-
eral Executive Board and President
David Dubinsky stand for “such a
conciliation that would include the
recognition, in principle and prac-
tice, of the fact that the millions of
workers in the mass production
industries will not and cannot be
organized except on the basis of
industrial unionism.”

new year,” says the president
promise, rich with possibilities
tunities for social progress and
ment.”

deed exist but no thanks are
executive council. Whatever hopes
may have brightened are due sole-
ly to the energetic and tireless ef-
forts of that group of unions in
the Committee for Industrial Or-
ganization. For the first time in
almost two decades steel workers
are beginning to take heart, to
realize that the CIO’s campaign is
no fly-by-night effort, no phantom
gesture in recognition of an an-
nually repeated but never realized
resolution to organize the slaves of
steel. The men of steel and auto
and rubber and textile have seen
a vision and are inspired to great
deeds. But enshrined in their
hearts is the CIO and its leaders,
not the A. F. of L. and William
Green who forced them to eat the
bitter bread of disappointment and
despair.
* * *

“However,” continues Green,
“before industry can reach capacity
prodaction . . . every family must
have an income of at least $3600.”
Superficially it would seem that

Al Woodruff, treasurer of the
Lansing local of the United Auto-
mobile Workers Union, was ex-
posed as a paid labor-spy and com-
pany stool-pigeon working for the
Corporation Auxiliaries Company,
leading spy racketeers in the auto
industry. Confronted with the
charges at a meeting of the Lan-
sing local of the Union, Woodruff,
known in the company records as
H-69, readily admitted his guilt.
Ben Allen, investigator for the La
Follette Committee on Investiga-
tion of Civil Liberties, immediately
subpoenaed Woodruff to appear at

“act of war”. The protests will
fall on the deaf ears of England
and France.

* * *

The conclusion of the Anglo-
Italian accord can only result in
graver suspicions on the part of
the international proletariat con-
cerning Great Britain’s maneuv-
ers in the Mediterranean. The
now famous, and shortly to be in-
famous, clause which binds both
parties to “the maintenance of the
territorial status quo” has probab-
ly deeper significance than the re-
nunciation by Italy of the Balear-
ic Islands. It means a united ef-
fort to prevent an independent,
revolutionary Catalonia. On the
question of independence, tho not
of revolutionary character, there
may possibly be some friction with
France, since the latter must pre-
vent a pro-German fascist and
united Spain at her back. Of
course, the pact is also directed
against Germany. Reports increase
daily to the effect that neither Mus-
solini nor Franco are exactly de-
lighted with the -mass of troops
Germany has poured into the Iber-
ian peninsula. A veritable stand-
ing army has been created, which
is as much a danger to Mussolini’s
imperial plans as it is to Great
Britain’s imperial reality.
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~ed by the government as an

LANSING AUTO UNION
EXPOSES COMPANY SPY

hearings of the Committee in
Washington, January 11.

“Apparently this is Mr. Knud-
sen’s idea of collective bargaining.”
Union officials commented
“This is an example of the em-
ployer-employee relationships the
management lauds so highly.”

Investigation of Woodruff’s act-
ivities has been under way for some
months under the supervision of
investigators of the LaFollette
Committee. When the investigation
was completed and indisputable
evidence gathered of Woodruff’s
guilt, he was immediately exposed
before the membership by Lester
Washburn, vice-president of the
Lansing local Woodruff admitted
he was in the employment of the
Corporation Auxiliaries Company,
notorious labor-spy outfit in the
middle-west. He had been consul-
ting with his employers in Detroit
the last three days and they had
warned him that he would be ex-
posed.

Woodruff was particularly active
in the United during the reign of
Francis Dillon, the William Green
appointed head of the union. When
the auto workers took over their
own Internatiowal Union at the
Convention in South Bend last
spring, Dillon and his administra-
tion, including Woodruff, were
voted out of office. At one time
| Woodruff was also president of the
'Lansing Auto Council. He was a
delegate to the Lansing Federation
this year.

The Union is demanding that
Woodruff be fired by the Olds
Motor Works from his job.

The LaFollette Committee, in
recent months, has been making a
revealing investigation of labor-
spy activities of the auto com-
panies. They have found that in
practically every auto plant in the
industry the companies have placed
stool-pigeons and spies to get into
the workers’ unions and report on
their activities. Figures show that
companies have spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars in this fashion
during the last year. Many of these
stool-pigeons have been uncovered
in the past few months in all parts
of the company. The LaFollette
Committee is seeking more funds

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles

REEN has rushed into print rather early, this year, with
a statement on labor’s hopes and aims. “Labor hails the

of the A. F. of L. ‘“as one of
and filled with enlarged oppor-
the realization of human better-

These enlarged opportunities and rich possibilities do in-

due to William Green and his

Green is here going Lewis one bet-
i ter, since the latter, in his Labor
| Day address, called for a minimum
wage of at least $2500 for unskill-
ed labor. However, Green is fool-
ing no one. No matter how much
he may ask for labor, it remains a
mere speech, neither more nor less.
But in the case of Lewis it is much
more than words for he is now
heading or cooperating with every
movement of any size, thruout the
country, aimed at improvement of
wages and conditions,

Labor is learning to reject worth-
less promises by labor leaders just
as they reject tricky wage in-
creases offered by the companies.

* * *

“Due to the organizing work of
the American Federation of Labor
new international unions were
formed in the mass production in-
dustries, and gratifying progress
has been made . ..” Green knows
very well that he is sailing under
false colors. He is claiming accom-
plishments which, unfortunately
for him, are not his. Surely Green
must know that in many auto cen-
ters, where mass recruiting is now
going on, workers refuse to sign
the card bearing the legend——af-
filiated with the American Federa-
tion of Labor. They sign up only
when assured that the union is af-
filiated also with the CIO.

If despite these facts Green sees
justification for a bright future
for himself and the council it must
be the result of a very careful
selection of ‘“facts.”

* * *

And will our peace-connivers
please take note: Green has not
one word to say about peace or
unity in the trade union movement,
in the carefully doctored statement.

* * *

The CIO is to be congratulated
on finally taking steps to aid in
bringing order in an industry
where anarchy and chaos ruled all
too long. We refer to the efforts at
unifying the independent unions
in the shoe industry. In New Eng-
land there are now to be found the
United Shoe and Leather Work-
ers, the Shoe Workers Protective,
the Brotherhood of Shoe and Al-
lied Craftsmen, and the American
Leather Workers,

All of these unions, independent
of the Boot and Shoe, the A. F.
of L. affiliate, comprise a member-
ship of about 40,000. The amalga-
mation of these into one union
working in cooperation with the
CIO will immediately present an
organization to be reckoned with.
More important is the fact that
amalgamation and guidance by the
CIO would guarantee a very rapid
growth of the organization.

Any one acquainted with Mara’s
Boot and Shoe and its methods of
“organization” which consist of
selling labels to employers and
forcing the payment of dues by
the workers into local “O”—where
the workers have no rights what-
soever—must welcome the CIO’s
recent attempt to place a legiti-

Harlan Men to
Continue Fight

Refusal by Gov. A. B. Chandler
of Kentucky to free the four Har-
lan-county miners serving life-
terms despite strong new evidence
that they were framed up by anti-
union coal interests has given new
momentum to the fight for their
liberation.

Chandler’s decision came at the
end of a two-hour hearing on Dec.
24, at which liberation of the
prisoners was urged by two key
witnesses, labor leaders, state
legislators, and defense represen-
tatives. Testimony by the witnesses
corroborated the defense contention
that these men were unjustly con-
victed. But the Governor said “not
enough evidence” was presented to
convince him.

“The unity of action between the
trade unions of Kentucky and the
Kentucky Miners’ Defense was
largely responsible for the splen-
did showing at the Frankfort
hearing. In advising us to ‘bolster
up the record, we consider that
Mr. Chandler conceded an open
doubt that the conviction of the
Harlan men was justified,” said
Herbert Mahler, secretary of the
Kentucky Miners’ Defense.

The prisoners took the news
calmly, found fresh hope in
Chandler’s comment, asked that
their thanks be sent to all sup-
porters of the fight to free them,
and voiced their continuing faith
in the American labor movement.

ST. LOUIS FORUM
HEARS S. JONAS

Prompt action by progressives
in participating in the actual work
of organizing the wunorganized
workers in the mass production in-
dustries into industrial unions if
they would have any influence or
progressive leadership in the labor
movement, was stressed most
heavily by Sidney Jonas in a talk
before the weekly Sunday evening
meeting of the Social Science
Forum in St. Louis, on Sunday,
December 20th.

This meeting of the Social
Science Forum, which marked the
opening of its new headquarters
at 3602 Finney Ave., was attended
by about 40 people, most of whom
are trade union members. Meet-
ings are held every Sunday evening
at 7 P. M. Featured talks are fol-
lowed by open discussion and all
progressive workers interested in
trade union and economic problems
are invited to attend.

The list of the leaders of the
unions participating in the con-
ference, however, is not so reassur-
ing. Such names as Collins, Nolan,
Ernest Henry and Mahan, are not
unknown to the shoe workers of
whom a great many would rather
cross the street than meet these
gentlemen face to face. The prob-
lem of a stable leadership trusted
by the mass of the shoe workers,
still remains to be solved. The CIO
can help a lot in solving this dif-
ficulty.
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SOVIET STEEL

This article is reprinted from ithe
IroN AGE of December 3, 1936. The
ariter of this article is clearly not a
“paid propagandist’—a term usually
hurled at writers who report Russian
conditions with some degree of under-
standing. Some remarks could stand
further enlightenment—for instance the
reference to “hire and fire” as if there
awere no difference betaceen such actions
kere and in the Sowviet Union.

This attitude of Ralph Vaill makes
his basic thesis and conclusions all the
more interesting and important.

—EDITOR.
* x *x

By RALPH VAILL

O Americans, the term “plan-

ned economy” is a political ab-
straction. A vague, nebulous ideal.
But, in the Soviet Union, as I can
bear witness, after four years ser-
vice as an open-hearth operator,
this business of “planning” is no
laughing matter. It is the daily
concern not only of the director of
the plant <and the superintendent
of a department, but it governs the
first helper at his furnace, the
ladleman with his ladles, and the
brick mason who repairs the fur-
naces. The “plan” for us steelmak-
ers comes down direct from
G.U.M.P. or, to you, from the head
office of the metallurgical indus-
try, a section of the People’s Com-
missariat of Heavy Industry. The
planning bureau of our plant, on
receipt of the “plan,” from G.U.-
M.P. then prepares a local plan for
each department. On recpipt of
these rectified plans, which are a
monthly occurrence, the director
of the plant generally calls a meet-
ing (Sobranya) of heads of all
operating departments, supply, fi-
nance, personnel, etc., and after
the usual review of successes or
failures as regards last month’s
plan goes into this question of
meeting the new plan that is “be-
fore the house.” And by the way,
these, as well as most of the many
(Sobranyas) that are held, are
night affairs, lasting often until
eleven or twelve o’clock. The ac-
cepted plan, and they are always
accepted, then becomes the opera-
ting law of the plant. Materials,
nien, and transportation are given
in accordance with this plan.
Delays, repairs, shutdowns and
schedules are arranged so that this
plan can be realized. And realized
it must be. For the “big boss” Or-
djonikidze, will accept excuses for
costs, for labor turnover, for ac-
cidents and casualties. But if you
peruse Russian papers, Za Indus-
trialization in particular, you will
see that he removes men, big and
little for one reason—failure to
“meet the plan.”

That thread, “the plan” is both
the warp and woof, and the color
and texture of the cloth in this
man's land. It is the steam in the
beiler that has raised the speed of
daily production from a rate of
13,000 tons a day in the dark win-
ter of 1932-33 to the present 45,-
000-ton days. Not only does the
plant have this monthly plan, but
each department has its daily plan,
and each turn its shift plan. It
forms the psycholegy of the actual
worker. A first helper, for ex-
ample, does not worry about
whether he has a “tough heat” to
make, or whether his “buddy” left
him a weak bottom. Oh no! He

whas a plan for his work during the
shift. At a certain hour he must
have the heat melted, at a certain
hour he must have the heat tapped.
And those “planned” times are in
the forefront of his consciousness.
The very operation of changing
shifts is principally one of getting
all gears into that one mesh called
for by the “plan.” A roof falls in
and the “plan is shot” for that day.

The “Changing of the Guard”
The change of shift is almost as

serious a performance in a Soviet

STAKHANOVITE STEEL-PLATE WELDERS

open-hearth shop as mounting
guard at Buckingham. True, we
don’t have the music. But in other
ways it’s a pretty good show. And
a serious one to all concerned. Does
the shift foreman come into the
“charging floor shanty” plunk his
feet down on the nearest desk and
talk to his.relief about the baseball
scores on the news board as he
passed through the city ? Not here.
Rather he comes to the shop one
good full hour ahead of time. Goes
over every section of the plant.
Notes condition of all current work.
How many ladles ready. How many
sets of molds. How many charges
prepared. Gets accurate knowledge
of condition of every furnace.
Then goes to an office and prepares
“the plans” for all his people. They
in the meanwhile have inspected
their- own particular jobs. And 10
min. before time to “take over” the
whole shift assembles in groups,
in various places, for the 5 min.
“pep” meeting that precedes each
shift. Some of the “get out and die
for Siwash” talks that are given
at these meetings would make a
football coach go out and study
oratory. From this they go forth to
“accept” their furnaces, ladles, ete.,
and begin the shift work. The late,
and the new shifts inspect in com-
pany. And minutely too. And what
scandals arise! Frequently, high
authority must be called in to
arbitrate. For, if one says a heat
is “melted,” and the other says
““Tisn’t” then how else can the
question be decided? It is vital
Accordingly to plan, Ivan should
have melted the heat. For success-
fully completing that process he
would get, say, 10 per cent of the
total pay for the heat. If Pavel
allows that the heat is melted, then
it is up to him to tap in a definite
time thereafter. This shouting and
tumult dies away, only to grow
again when the shift that has been
relieved goes to make the report.
All of the work of the shift is here
reviewed by the superintendent of
the shop, or one of his assistants.
Why was the plan not fulfilled in
this, in that? Fines and repri-
mands, and premiums are awarded
with gusto. Lengthy reports are
entered into journals. Of course, no
one ever reads them. There are so
confounded many. New orders
(prekazes) are made out. This
takes an hour, never less. Hence
a shift is really 10 hr.

Mountains of Mute Evidence

Believe me, it is difficult for an
American to reconcile himself to
this way of working, even though
its tremendous value in such a new
enterprise, as is this, is evident.
Much damage does result. The
backvard of any new, big, Soviet
plant has a mountain of mute evi-
dence to this effect. Evidence that
graphically tells the story of heat

and toil, hardship, feverish work
and fierce despair that has been
the portion of these beginners. But
I know of no other system whereby
they could have progressed so
greatly as they have in these past
four years. And furthermore it is
not fair to mention these back-
yards without some comment on
the front yards. For an interest-
ing duality exists. The contrast is
startling. In these front yards we
have, alongside blast furnaces and
open hearths, intensively cultivated
parks, with fountains, statues,
trees, flowers, benches and all
Here at Azov Steel, we have a
“bureau of beautification,” which
tends these parks, cleans streets,
sidewalks, {loor spaces and build-
ing exteriors. It is staffed mostly
with peasant girls wearing a gay
unfform of beret, blue coat and
grey skirt. Match that!

Back in the glamorous days of
’31, when the full import of this
new Soviet industrialization began
to dawn on us, those of us engaged
here used to have great arguments
as to how people’s noses could be
kept to the industrial grindstone
without the “money incentive”—the
“gecumulation of private property”
as we capitalistic fellows custom-
arily regarded it. Generally we
agreed that “It couldn’t be done.”
But the discipline obtaining in
these plants today completely re-
futes us. There is very little ab-
senteeism. Practically none in the
higher categories. The director of
the plant, or the superintendent of
a department are respected leaders
just as they are in America. Direct
or willful disobedience of an order
is unheard of. Even though vodka
is the most plentiful thing in the
land, and obtainable everywhere in
every store, yet a good “wiskey
breath” is a very rare thing in the
plant. Weighty books of instrue-
tion are given to all workers. No
one dreams of flouting these in-
structions. Fines and reprimands
are dealt out with startling harsh-
ness. But against this premiums
are awarded just as prodigally. For
complete fulfillment of plan high
pay is possible. For overfulfill-
ment, as much as five times base
pay is possible. All cyclical oper-
ations, for example, are divided in-
to logical periods. In charging,
fettling, melting, and refining a
heat of steel the first helper and
his helpers are paid so much for
each operation. True, this requires
bookkeeping. In Stalinsk, for 1500
workers we had 200 “pencil push-
ers.” For special occasions the
superintendent of the shop has a
fund to play with. If a roof falls
in, he can summon the bricklayers
and offer them a bonus for comple-
tion of repair in certain time. In
case of serious damage or loss, such
as “heat breaking out,”” a very

The 1936 Elections

By JAY LOVESTONE

IRST and foremost, the results

of the elections emphasize the
fact that the United States, in its
social and economic development,
has entered a new epoch. The coun-
try is past the elbow of the road
and is definitely in a period in
which there are to be new though
not fundamentally changed rela-
tions between government and busi-
ness. We are now in a stage in
which some of the leading Euro-
pean countries have been some
decades ago—in so far as social
legislation is concerned. In many
ways we are now in that stage that
British capitalism was at the close
of the first decade of the twentieth
century.

Wall Street Shifts

Wall Street’s attitude towards
the re-elected Administration and
towards the prospects for social
legislation is increasingly clear in
that there will be pursued a new
strategy by big business. Instead
of a policy of frontal assault
against the Administration as such
and against Roosevelt in particular,
the big business crowd will turn to
so called good-will arrangements in
order to take the edge off the
hostility which developed during
the election campaign. In this
sense, it is significant to note the
swift tempo with which biggest
business is changing its approach.
The morning after the election we
find the Journal of Commerce giv-
ing the following as the dominant
reaction of the leading bankers:

“The unexpected heavy landslide
for the New Deal found a mixed
response among bankers yester-
day, varying from expressed bit-
terness to a disposition to attempt
to ‘work with the Administration’
and to ‘help direct its course.
Among the few bankers who have
remained Roosevelt Democrats, it
was regretted that the victory had
been so sweeping.” (Nov. 5, 1936)

Obviously, the good will arrange-
ment was at no time expected to
be one-sided. The same financial
mouth-piece goes on to disclose to
us: “Although the huge vote for
the Administration might be re-
garded as a mandate to push fur-
ther and more rapidly the policies
of the past Administration. it was
generally considered more likely
that the present course would be
carried along at the existing pace.
To some extent it was held the
program would depend upon the
course and direction of the eco-
nomic recovery, the continuation
of the recovery movement making
for greater conservatism.”

From this it was a short step to
the last sessions of the National
Association of Manufacturers,
which, in striking contrast to the
convention of last year, gave
“whole-hearted” endorsement to
the New Deal and left no room for
doubt as to what the biggest in-
dustrialists wanted. The latter seek
cooperation with the Administra-
tipn so as to reduce to a2 minimum

if evidence warrants it. action is
brought against the responsible
person, be he superintendent or
shift foreman. and a “suit” is tried
before a “workers” court. Penalty
may mean loss of job and disgrace,
or working a yvear at reduced pay.
In the endeavor to get smoother
work— better productivity of labor,
and above all, to meet the plan—
they organize and reorganize. and
tear it all ur and start over again
with considerable frequency. And
through it ail, the old game of hir-
ing and firing goes forward just
as in America. The superintendent
here has about the same power-in

thorough investigation is held, and

Bankers Shift Plans
To Work with F.D.R.

any concessions that they might
have to make in the light of the
sweeping election results. In the
speech of Winthrop W. Aldrich,
Chairman of the Board of the
Chase National Bank and President
of the Chamber of Commerce of
the State of New York, we even
find some pretended friendly ges-
ture towards the movement for
some sort of social security legis-
lation. It must not be forgotten
that only last Summer Mr. Aldrich,
even before the election campaign
ot vnder way, gave an indication
of what the trump card of the Re-
publican Party campaigners would
be in the struggle then ahead. It
was none other than Mr. Aldrich
who actually, months before Hamil-
ton, let loose the identical tirade
against the Social Security Act,
that Mr. Landon subsequently re-
sorted to.

The same Mr. Aldrich, before the
last National Association of Manu-
facturers Convention, sort of
changed his tone and declared:
“We should, on the contrary, stand
ready to do everything in our
power to further those measures
which are wisely calculated to
achieve their objectives.” Dr. James
Angell, President of Yale, struck
a similar note on a so-called
broader basis, when he said: “We
must resign ourselves to a far
completer socialization of our re-
sources and methods than hereto-
fore, a larger surrender of that in-
dividual privilege which we have
been accustomed to regard as our
intrinsic right as citizens.”

Repitition of 1894

This is not the first time in the
history of the United States that
big business has had to make a
shift from vigorous opposition to
feeble endorsement and appropria-
tion of certain measures. We need
but recall how big business reacted
to the first income tax law in the
United States in 1894. This was an
income tax schedule which people
even in the most extreme conser-
vative ranks would today laugh at
as too inadequate. Yet, at that
time, Congressman J. H. Walker
of Massachusetts opposed the in-
come tax bill because “the income
tax takes from the wealthy and
enterprising and gives to the shifty
and the sluggard.” And Senator
Sherman of Ohio could say no-
thing else but that this “attempt
to array the rich against the poor
. . . is socialization.” Of course, at
that time tne Supreme Court threw
out the first income tax law, to the
great satisfaction of the conser-
vatives. In this vein, the New York
Sun said, “There is life left in the
institutions which the founders of
the Republic devised and construct-
ed. The wave of socialistic revolu-
tion has gone far, but it breaks at
the foot of the ultimate bulwark
set ur for protection of our
liberty.” The New York Tribune
emphasized this attitude by declar-
ing: “Thanks to the Court, our
government is not to be dragged
into communistic warfare against
the rights of property.”

We have referred to the experi-
ence of 1894 primarily to establish
the following: mierelv because big
business is at first opposed to even
the slightest concession to the
great mass of workers and farmers
does not mean that these conces-
sions are at any time revolution-
ary, or calculated to undermine the
foundations of the existing capital-
ist svstem. There are countless in-
stances in American history re-
vealing the fact that big business
in this courtry has learned to fight
bitterly against the smallest con-
cessions, and when forced to retreat

that respect. (Concluded next wweek)

(Continued on Page 4)
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“SWIRLS”" CONFUSE

THE C.P. OF CANADA

By FRANK E. GARDINER

ECENTLY Jay Lovestone, in

an article in the Workers
Age, remarked, “the C. P. of C. is
the ideological sewer of the Comin-
tern . . .” To those who follow
blindly the opportunist “swirls” of
a puppet leadership this will ap-
pear to be rank heresy—to those
who follow critically the gyrations
of the revolutionary party of the
working class this statement is
only too pertinent, especially at
this time.

What else could be expected—a
mechanical turn from ultra-left
sectarian tactics; “social-fascism”
coined for social democratic lead-
ers, dual unionism tu split further
an already divided trade union
movement—to an ultra-right posi-
tion where the social democratic
leaders are eulogized in the revolu-
tionary press and the slogan
“unity at all costs” lets down the
barriers so that our Party wel-
comes with open arms all the
freaks and panacea-peddlers who
infest our movement.

As a result of the sudden change
and the influx of new elements into
our Party. we see ultra-left sec-
tarian policies in some sections of
our movement contrasting sharply
with the new opportunist policies
based on the new “Feople’s Front”
line. The readers of the Daily
Clarion (Pre-1935 “Worker”)—“a
Champion of Peace, Progress and
Democracy”’—are aroused to a
militant working class indignation

at fascist atrocities in Spain and:

then expected to weep soft bour-
geois tears over an article “Santa
Claus Goes on the Breadline.”
While the C.P. supports the re-
formist policies of Arthur Wil-
liams in East York and accuses as
“disrupters” the progressives who
expose his anti-working class
policies, the C.P. leader in York
Township—Ewart  Humphreys—
rightly attacks the municipal coun-
cil for application of similar poli-
cies e.g. centralization of uelief
distribution.

Unemployed Struggle Weakened

The Ontario Federation on Un-
employment which held a con-
ference recently and drew up a
magnificent, all-inclusive, pro-
gram to canalize the grievances of
the unemployed, (and the tax-
payers) has melted away to the
original basis of Mur»ohy and Har-
ris holding weekly ‘“deputations”
to Queens Park, the seat of Pro-
vincial Government, to represent a
network of grievance committees
throughout the province of Ontario
that were once militant unemploy-
ed organizations. Space does not
permit your correspondent to deal
with the result of the application
of the “Third Period” ideology in
the unemployed moven:2nt, it is
sufficient to mentior: that relief
conditions are worse and the unem-
ployed organizations are weaker
all across Canada than they have
ever been for years.

The skeletons of the League
Against War and Fascism and the
Friends of the Soviet Union are
mute relics of what could have
been mass organizations had our
Party an understanding of the cor-
rect application of a Leninist unit-
ed front policy based on the or-
ganized working class weapon—
the trade unions. The mistake of
substituting control and domination
for influence and leadership has
truly left the working class move-
ment in Canada a heritage which
time and correct policies must un-
tangle.

The Committee to Aid Spanish
Democracy, which numbers among
its executive members many “of-
figial” Party members and close
sympathizers, organized an exten-
sive aampaign To Aid the People’s

of the fact that on their subscrip-
tion envelope they “inscribe” a
quotation from Lincoln—"“That
Government of the People, by the
People, for the People, Shall Not
Perish from the Earth”—they col-
lected a creditable sum. Just
visualize what a strong support
could be secured for the Spanish
Revoiution if, instead of a mis-
application of the historical Jacobin
“Defense of the People” in the
period of the decay of capitalism,
the working class movement in
Canada and all other capitalist
countries could be aroused to as-
sist the all-embracing workers com-
mittees that have been set up in
Spain in spite of the “People’s
Front” policies of the revolution-
ary movement there?

- In the West we expected less
evidence of opportunist errors but
the editorials in the Daily Clarion
Nov. 30, 1936 under captions “Is
Regina Unity Dead?” “Lessons of
Winnipeg Elections” indicate that
the approach “unity at all costs”
is not productive of the desired
united working class front to re-
action in that section of Canada
where heretofore . the working
class political movements exhibited
greater stability.

Labor Political Action

The role of the official Party in
the municipal elections will be
dealt with, in another article, but
one outstanding feature was the
endorsement of municipal can-
didates by the Trades and Labor
Councils and the trade union move-
ment in general. This is only one
of many indications that the or-
ganized labor movement is favor-
able to independent working class
political action. Support of a Fede-
rated Labor Party for Canada and
the U.S.A. which the C.P.O. has
always fought for in its united
front program could be canalized
even now in spite of the fact that
the C.P. of C. as representative of
the Comintern policies had drop-
ped this approach during the days
of the “Third Period” ideology.
Instead we have had the revolu-
tionary leadership of the official
Party put forward “unity of
action” between the C. P. of C.
and the Cooperative Common-
wealth Federation as their inter-
pretation of united front activity
even though the C.C.F. is no longer
a federated body in Ontario and
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! British Columbia but is now or-
ganized on an individual member-
ship basis, and isolated from the
organized labor movement, It
could however still be brought into
united front activity in conjunction
with the trade unions and the other
political parties of the working
class thru the medium of a Fede-
rated Labor Party.

The latest editorial in the Daily
Clarion (Dec. 17, ’36) advocates,
“Municipal Labor Parties” and in-
dicates a means of achieving local
labor unity would be “to form local
municipal labor associations, on a
co-operative basis, inclusive of all
labor-progressive groups.” Also
“How much more, though, would
have been won had the C.C.F. of-
ficially stepped into the arena
shoulder to shoulder with the Com-
munist Party and the trade
unions.” We welcome the weak ap-
proach to self criticism which ap-
pears in an article by T. G.
McManus (Daily Clarion Dec. 19,
’36) in which he states,—“It would
be incorrect to say, however, that
the Communists are not somewhat
responsible for the situation. We
feel that the Communists and the
C.C.F. must assume a certain
amount of responsibility. Our

enough. We were not successful in
winning and building small tax-
payer’s organizations and many
home owners were confused as to
the role that the Labor Party had
to play. We can also say that one
of the greatest weaknesses of the
Labor Party in Regina was and is
that we did not have a strong
enough base in the trade unions.”
Then in a feature article (Daily
Clarion, Dec. 26, ’36) under the
heading “Build Municipal Labor
Parties”—“Make Our Municipal
Councils Strongholds of the Com-
mon People”—the “beloved Lead-
er” of the C. P. of C. concretizes
the new “swirl” thus, “What is
of vital importance, however, is
that they must be real united front
movements. They must include the
trade union movement and the
C.C.F. as well as the C.P. and the
Social Credit Organizations, where
they exist, as well as all other
labor as well as farm, youth, cul-
tural, and even non-working class
progressive organizations.” We are
reminded of a quotation from
Lenin in Left Wing Communism,
“The surest way of discrediting a
new political (and not only poli-
tical) idea and to cause it harm, is,
under pretext of defending it, to
reduce it to an absurdity.” How
long before the Spanish lesson of
the application of the “People’s
Front” in real life will goad the
Comintern to action?

Bankers Decide to

(Continued from Page 3)

by mass pressure, to turn about
in behalr of its most fundamental
class interests, make these conces-
sions and then dominate their ap-
plication and prevent their exten-
sion. This obviously is the strategy
of big business today.

Let no one come to the con-
clusion that the New Deal was at
any time or could be at any time
revolutionary, or that Roosevelt
was at any time or will be in the
future a revolutionist, a proponent,
a champion of the struggle against
the bourgeois system and its gov-
ernment-enforced capitalist laws.
What we have had in this country
and what was underscored in the
last election is a mild liberal trend
as a result of years of deep-going
crisis.

Modernization of Government
There is not any room for ques-
tioning the conclusion that the
election results will tend to speed
up the modernization of the gov-
ernment apparatus in this country.
This will simply enable the ruling
class of the country, in the light
of the constitutional overtones in
the campaign, to make the govern-
ment machinery and, if needs be,

Government in Spain al in spite

the Constitution itself, more up to

Work with F.D.R.

date, more effective as an instru-
ment of employing class rule. The
fact that most of the biggest busi-
ness interests have resisted this
trend in recent months does not
mean that they will continue to do
so in coming months. They have
been feeling the ground and have
felt a ground swell. Now they will
adjust themselves t¢ it and make
the best of it in behalf of their
basic class interests.

Let no worker fall for the clap-
trap of the liberals or the people’s
front communists who will herald
every slight change in structure
of the American government ap-
paratus as a world-shaking pro-
gressive measure, as the dawn of a
new era. An amendment to the
Constitution can easily be put
through, though I question the im-
mediacy of even that, stripping the
Supreme Court of a good deal of
its power. Yet such an amendment
would not in the least change the
substance of the present American
government as a capitalist dicta-
torship, as a dictatorship of the
bourgeois class. It is entirely pos-
sible that an amendment to the
Constitution can be put through
empoweding the federal govern-
ment to enact certain types of so-

movement in Regina was not broad .

cial legislation. This is a desirable
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ELECTS COMMUNIST

By B. M.

The change of date for voting in
the municipal elections in Toronto,
from January 1 to December 7,
did not have the desired effect of
bringing out more voters to the
polls. Only about 30% of the elec-
torate voted and this is somewhat
less than the usual number.

The capitalist press said there
were no issues involved. The only
element of contest was that pro-
vided by the workers’ candidates.
The Mayor-elect Robbins is the
secretary of the street railway-
men’s union and, tho an insipid and
only nominal trades-unionist, was
nevertheless preferable to his op-
ponent—a president of a trust com-
pany and a potential wage-cutter.

The president of the trades coun-
cil spoke over the radio and urged
the election of only those candi-
dates who were opposed to wage-
cutting. The municipal rate of 60
cents per hour for general labor is
relatively good when compared to
that of private employment which,

laccording to Ontario’s minister of

labor, averages only $12.50 per
week thruout the province.

Of the four positions on the
board of control only one seat was
contested by labor. Tim Buck, lead-
er of the Communist Party, an-
nounced his candidacy imme-
diately after his return from Eu-
rope. A rumor that Graham Spry,
Ontario leader of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation, might
also run, brought a sharp editorial
rebuke from the Daily Clarion

amendment. This trend towards
government centralization will not
in the least democratize the Amer-
ican government. We are for it
despite the fact that it will tend to

“modernize the government as an in-

strument for stabilizing class rela-
tions and perpetuating them. How-
ever, let no org lose sight of the
limitations here, and let no one
even for a fraction of a second
forget the dangers inherent in
these very limited progressive
measures, for the proletarnat as a
ciass, unless it is increasingly and
constantly strengthening its own
class organizations.
Whose Democracy? T
We must also stress the fact that
the results of the elections will tend
to serve, for a while anyhow, as a

stimuius to the vitality ot capitalist

parliamentary democracy in the
United States. Just now the ranks
of the working class forces strug-
gling to unmask the fraud of
pourgeois democracy are rather
thinned. The official Communist
rarty, despite the debacle that
overcame it in the elections,
despite the bankruptcy which it
manifested during the election
campalgn, continues to strive to
put 1iselr in the vanguard ot those
nghting to preserve pourgeois de-
mocracy ana to maintain intact all
the iliusions about 1t. No worker
should have any 1liusions as to the
real nature of capitalist democracy.
‘I'he very history or the totaliy in-
adequate Soc:al Security Act,
passed over a year ago, is most en-
unghteming in this respect. Here
was as important a piece of sociai
legislation or generat legislation as
has been hanaled in this couniry
in decades. It was on the statute
books of the country for more than
a year without anyone glving any
thought to it, without the miiiions
mvoived in its application showing
even the slightest concern for it,
without even the most conscrous
torces being alive to its implica-
tions and fallacies. It took a Lan-
don and an Aldrich to bring tne
very existence of this bill to lignt,
to acquaint the great mass of
workers with some of its features.
Certainly this does not speak very

(Contigued on Page 6)

(CP organ). The CP took the posi-
tion that only one labor candidate
could be elected to the board. How-
ever, the rumor proved to be

groundless, Spry running for alder-.

man of which two were to be elect-
ed from each of the nine wards.

CP Masquerades Self

The CCF having again rejected
a proposal for unity, the CP set
up a committee and nominated can-
didates but left a few vacancies to
be filled with “progressive friends”
who might announce their candi-
dacy later. Stewart Smith, sec-
ond to Tim Buck in command of
the CP and chairman of this com-
mittee, chided the CCF for its re-
fusal to unite and hinted at the or-
ganization of a “municipal labor
party embracing all elements.”

Slum clearance and threats of re-
vealing sources of graft became
the chief campaign issueg. No men-
tion of the Communist Party was
made in the fifteen minute talks
which Tim Buck delivered each
evening. A clergyman described his
talks as pleasing and democratiec.
Large ads in the Daily Star said:
Buck for controller; He won’t pass
the buck. This was topped with a
musical bar spelling out a line of
“Home Sweet Home.”

The chief voting strength of the
CP was in wards four and five—
the center of the needle trades
workers. Sam Kraisman, business
agent for the cloakmakers section
of the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union, sent out a
letter to the members of his union
urging 'members to support only
candidates of the CCF. This letter
the Clarion described as a faked
letter and soon after was forced

to apologize editorially for the.

statement.

In a city-wide vote Buck polled
31,343—a 50% increase over last
year. Smith was elected an alder-
man from ward five with 38,500
votes. In ward four, John Weir,
Clarion editor, was elected to the
school board. In other sections of
the city the poll showed no marked
increase. The near election of Sals-
burg (former Workers Unity
League leader) in ward four pro-
voked a wordy battle between the
Clarion and the Neéw Common-
wealth (CCF organ). The CP
charged the CCF with splitting
tactics while the CCF answered
that the CP disguised itself, beyond
recognition, for election purposes.

Labor Party Needed

In the suburbs the elections were
carried out chiefly on the basis of
united election committees with
neither the CP nor CCF being offi-
cially recognized as such. In sev-
eral instances the committees con-
sisted of CP members and “rate-
payers.” On that basis two com-
munists were elected in Scarboro.
In East York all the workers’ can-
didates for the Township council
were defeated with the exception of
the minor post of hydro commis-
sioner. The conservative opponent
of Arthur Williams secured a two
thousand majority over the erst-
while Reeve. Thus the president of
the East York Workers’ Associa-
tion paid for his dictatorial atti-
tude and his attempts to save
money at the expense of the un-
employed.

In York Township E. Hum-
phreys, local CP leader, won an
easy victory over his opponent, a
relief cutter. In York, Humphreys
is opposing measures propagated
in East York by the CP endorsed
Arthur Williams. Evidently a peo-
ple’s front anomaly. In other sec-
tions the workers’ candidates, al-
though defeated, polled a fair vote.
A genuine labor party would mul-
tiply victories; but whether the
mechanical set-up proposed by the
CP will do the job is to be doubted.

|
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THE ROAD TO VICTORY IN SPAIN

(Concluded from last week)

4, Agrarian Economy:

The immediate carrying out of the agrarian revo-
lution includes the following:
without compensation of all large estates and their
transfer to agricuitural laborers or small peasants
for individual or collective management; b) Security
and state aid for peasant handicrafts, to open the
way for the voluntary transition to socialist co-
operatives—this is necessary in order to undermine
the opposition forces and in order that the masses
of farm workers and peasants thruout Spain may
be tied up with the workers for an active struggle.

A comprehensive decree of the central govern-
ment must extend, sanction and make permanent
the agrarian revolution thruout Spain.

5. Creation of a Leading Revolutionary Party:
Only the POUM can be considered as the kernel
for such a party because it has participated as a

real communist force while the

cial Communist Party is not to be differentiated

from reformism. It plays today

Mensheviks played in the Russian revolution of
1917, and backs the “reactionary-democratic” bar-
tiers to the “revolutionary-democratic” tendencies
of the workers and peasant masses.

Either the Communist Party continues on its
present road, which means a break with the masses
and the ruin of the revolution, or it will turn back
and it can then become an element (even tho not
the leading one) in the creation of a united Com-
munist Party, together with elements from the So-
cialist Party and anarcho-syndicalists who may be
brought to Communism with the revolutionary de-

velopments of the masses.

V. BOURGEOIS DEMOCRATIC OR SOCIAL-
LIST REVOLUTION?

Spokesmen for the Communist Party of Spain
have sought justification for the introduction of the
people’s front policy, even during the civil war, in
the repeated assurance that Spain has yet to go thru
its phase of the “bourgeois-democratic revolution”
and that to attempt to hurdle this period would be
the height of “adventurism.” But this is not an
argument, it is a tautology which does not improve

with constant repetition.

Knorin* now attempts a sort of argument. (Deut-
sche Zentralzeitung, Oct. 4, 1936). He quotes from
Stalin who speaks of the inevitable transition of

* A leading figure in the Communist International.

a) Expropriation

activity of the offi-

the role which the
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the bourgeois-democratic revolution into the social-
ist revolution in Russia, and then continues:

“The practical problem of transition is above
all dependent on the relation of class forces. The
present democratic government of Spain is a
coalition government of two classes—the pro-
letariat and the peasantry—in which also the
urban middle class plays a role. As long as this
coalition remains, the forces of the revolution
will grow and become stronger and the victory
over the fascist rebels will depend to a signifi-
cant extent on the organizational abilities of
its leaders. Any attempt to pass from the tasks
of the bourgeois-democratic revolution to the
-slogans for the socialist revolution, will lead to
narrowing the mass base of the revolution, will
harm the struggle for national defense and end
the democratic revolution.”

Because of space limitations it is impossible to
analyze all the nonsense contained in this quotation.
But to ask just a few small questions: Do Azana,
Barrios, and Giral represent the peasants or the
urban middle class? Do they not rather represent a
section of the bourgeoisie? Is it not rather their task
today to set up an alliance between the bourgeoisie,
bankrupt for the second time, and the peasants, as
well as the petty bourgeoisie fighting at the front?
Is not the insistence on the continued alliance with
the bourgeoisie as a guarantee for victory the same
that the Mensheviks preached and practiced in

The striking refutation is in the facts themselves.
The Spanish revolution, after the second bankruptcy
of bourgeois democracy and coalition policy with
the bourgeoisie, is again traveling the road of so-
cialist revolution; but not under the leadership of
the Community Party and the Communist Inter-
naitonal! Rather 1t is the POUM which in the face
of the C.I.’s most determined resistance has never-
theless taken the lead. Above all, these developments
have occurred because of the elemental pressure of
the revolutionary workers and peasants, especially of
Catalonia, which in the Spanish revolution, has
assumed the role that Petersburg played in 1917,
Madrid, on the other hand, where the influence of
the Socialist Party and the Communist Party is
dominant, acts as a brake upon the revolution.

The role of the official Communist Party and the
Communist International in the Spanish revolution
can best be described in the words of Lenin. We
quote from “The Approaching Catastrophe and
How to Avert It,” written at the end of 1917:

“Either you are

a revolutionary-democrat in

deeds—and then you do not have to be afraid

of steps leading toward socialism—or you are

go forward in the

GOING towards

afraid of steps leading towards socialism, you
are denouncing them Plekhanov-fashion, by
Dan arguments, by Chernov arguments, saying
that our revolution is a bourgeois revolution,
that it is impossible to ‘introduce’ Socialism,
etc.—then you must unavoidably sink to the
level of Kerensky, Milyukov, Kornilov, ie., to
the position of suppressing in a REACTION-
ARY-BUREAUCRATIC manner the revolu-
tionary-democratic tendencies of the workers
and the peasant masses.

“There is no middle course.

“And therein lies the fundamental contradic-
tion of our revolution.

“It is impossible to stand still in history gen-
erally, in war time particularly. One must go
either forward or backward. It is impossible to

Russia of the twentieth cen-

tury, a Russia that has won a republic and a
democracy in a revolutionary way, without

Socialism, without taking

STEPS towards it. . . . And if you are afraid
to go forward, that means you are going back-
ward, which is exactly what the Kerenskys are
doing, to the delight of the Milyukavs and Plek-
hanovs and with the foolish aid of the Tseretelis
and the Chernovs.” (Emphasis as in original.
See page 211, Book I, Toward the Seizure of

Power, International Publishers’ edition.)

what aid it can.

The Spanish workers will find no difficulties in
replacing these names with the proper Spanish ones.

The victory of the workers and peasants of Spain
is possible only as a socialist revolution. It depends
decisively on the speed and thoroness with which
the line of the Communist Party and the Commu-
nist International in Spain is defeated, on the speed
and thoroness of application of that policy which
characterized the tactics of the Russian Bolsheviks
of 1917, adapted of course to the specific class rela-
tions, traditions, etc. of Spain. The POUM has
proved to be the best representative of such a policy.
For these rcasons the International Communist Op-
position has supported the Spanish policies of the
POUM with all its power and continues to render

The toiling masses of Spain will dispose of all
obstacles on the road to their victory it they con-
sistently proceed with speed and courage along the
path of the socialist revolution.

EUROPE TODAY

By LAMBDA )

BALDWIN and the British press have given the cue—the
“episode” with David Windsor must be completely for-
gotten as soon as possible. The proposal of the I.L.P. on the
abolition of the monarchy received 5 votes in the lower house,
among these, two members of the Labor Party and the Com-
munist representative Gallagher. But we do not believe that
the attempt to establish an authoritarian regime by means of
the monarchy—this was the essense of the problem—is com-

pletely solved. This time the at-
tempt was defeated because the
time for it was not ripe. But it can
still be carried out even tho not
today or tomorrow. Important is
the fact that the attempt was
undertaken at all by this small
circle. The Labor Party does not
seem aware that it left the road
open for the recurrence of such
plans and that it committed a
grave error in failing to deliver,
at this opportune moment, a telling
blow against the monarchy as an
institution. The receipt of approval
from the Dominions can also be
utilized later as a dangerous pre-
cedent against the workers if a
Labor government were to attempt
to carry thru certain reforms to
which the bourgeoisie obpected.
The “episode” of the English
royal drama showed, however,
how stable and firm is the power of
England’s ruling class. But Eng-
land is no longer an island, poli-
tically, economically or socially.
Whoever can see further than his
own nose, knows that historically
speaking the stability of class rela-
tions in England can be only of

short duration.

The case of Edward VIII was the
lightning which precedes and
heralds the coming severe storms.

* * *

THE ANGLO-FRENCH
ARBITRATION PLAN

The Anglo-French arbitration
proposal (the plebiscite plan) was
rejected, by Portugal openly, by
Germany and Italy indirectly. In
Spain proper the bourgeois wing of
the Madrid people’s front govern-
ment did not dare to come out for
this plan, in the face of the deter-
mined stand of the working class,
altho secretly it participated in
formulating this mediation ma-
neuver,

But the internal reaction intend-
ed with this maneuver did not fail
of its effect, namely, the encourage-
ment of the forces striving to re-
establish bourgeois rule. In this
light one must consider the attempt
of the United Socialist Party (C.L
party) of Catalonia, together with
the Esquerra (left republicans) to
oust the POUM from the Cata-

lonian government; to form a
“strong government” by abolishing
the control organs of the workers
in the army, police and other gov-
ernment bodies. Essentially this
action is no different from that of
Ebert and Scheidemann against
the Workers Councils in 1918-19.
The POUM, backed by ils strong
organization thruout Catalonia and
supported by the CNT and the
FAI defea ed this attempt.* But
it is nevertheless disgraceful for
a party of the Communist Interna-
tional to serve as an auxiliary of
the internationai bourgeoisie, in its
attempts to place in the saddle the
Spanish bourgeoisie and oust the
forces fighting for proletarian

revolution.
* * *

DIFFICULTIES MULTIPLY
IN GERMANY

From an article in the Frank-
furter Zeitung it becomes clear
that the grain supply in Germany
at the end of last October had
shrunk to half of what it was at
the same time the year before.
Against the government orders on
grain collection the peasants used
up as fodder as much or more than
the year before, simply because
they had to. Germany is no longer
in a position to import the same
quantities of fodder.

Now the shortage in the grain
supply is to be made up by imports
and by an order to the peasants
to turn over to the state 100% of
all grain raised where before, they

¢ Since this was written the POUM
has been ousted from the Catalonian

government.—Editor.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

National Congress
Defies Indian Act

The All-India National Congress
met at Faizur, India last week to
hear a denunciation of British Im-
perialism by the rising Nationalist
leader, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
The Congress concerned itself with
the struggle against the Indian
Government Act, the political farce
by which Britain maintains its
bloody grip on the land, and also
saw the feeble attempts of
Mahatma Ghandi to regain his
former prestige as leader of the
Nationalist movement. This latter
was a definite attempt to head off
Nehru’s group which has thrown
overboard the “civil disobedience”
pacifism of Ghandi.

Nehru urged the Congress to
further struggle and agitation
against the Govermment Act (new
constitution), declaring that no
Congress member should take office
under it. He further urged boycott
of the coming imperial coronation.

retained 10 to 20% for themselves.
In practice the result will be that
there will still be a shortage of
grain in meeting the needs of the
population, and the peasants, under
the increased pressure of the gov-
ernment, will reply by increased
sabotage.

* ko
REVOLT OF THE
“YOUNG MARSHAL”

The basis for the revolt of the
“Young Marshal” Chang Hsue-
liang against the Nanking govern-
ment, is not yet clear. The Mar-

shal is hardly less reactionary than
Chiang Kai-shek himself. It is
not even excluded that Chiang Kai-
shek arranged for his own capture
in order to begin a sharper course
against Japan “under pressure.”

One thing is certain—the wave
of opposition against Japanese im-
perialist aggression is still rising
among the mass of Chinese
peoples. The German-Japanese
pact helped considerably in arous-
ing opposition to Japan. The time
is gone when Japan can ao as i*
pleases in China.




WORKERS AGE

FROM THE SPANISH
WORKERS PRESS

LA BATALLA (P.O.UM.)

“Everybody must feel that he is
fighting in one cause, united by
the same desire. The workers and
the peasants behind the lines know
that the militiamen are fighting at
the front for their interest and
their future. The militiamen must
also know why and for what they
are fighting. They must understand
that the workers and peasants are
also working for them. Not only
so that they can be fed and clothed
and so that they need not be de-
prived of anything at the front,
but also so that they need not be
deprived of anything in the future.
The militiamen know that when
they come back from the front,
with the war over and fascism
crushed, and become workers and
peasants once again, that they will
not have to return to their fac-
tories, offices and mines under the
same bosses who exploited them
before, under a manager to order
them about, but on the contrary,
they will find fellow workers, work-
ing in common on what is common
property.

“The peasant must know that he
is returning to land which is his
own, since it is collectivised prop-
erty. If it were otherwise, the
workers and peasants who are now
in the militia fighting at the front
would not on their return meet with
their just reward, which is eman-
cipation and freedom. With the de-
feat of fascism must come the de-!
feat of the regime which made
fascism possible.”

December 4th

LA BATALLA (P.O.U.M.)

“War, and especially the pro-
longed and difficult war which is
now going on in Spain, demands a
firm economic basis adapted to the
demands of the civil war itself.
What should this basis be? Should
it be the old capitalist economy?
That would be impossible for two
powerful reasons: 1) because the
old economy has been put out of
working order and 2) because a
revolutionary civil war cannot be
made on a basis of capitalist econ-

Fibre Workers
Win Demands

Detroit, Mich.—Establishment of
a 50c an hour minimum wage for
women and 60c for men, another
general 5¢ an hour increase, and
time and a half for more than
eight hours a day, were won by
National Automotive Fibers work-
ers at negotiations following their
one-day strike Friday, Dec. 18.

Strikers went back to work on
the management’s promise of an
immediate 5¢ an hour increase and
of further negotiations on other
points.

As a result of the negotiations
which took place last week the
second 5¢c wage increase was grant-
ed and the minimum wages were
established. Management also
agreed to time and a half for more
than eight hours a day and forty-
five hours a week to become ef-
fective March 1, 1937. It was also
arranged that when foremen fail-
ed to adjust grievances, workers
were to take them up with the
management through the union’s
shop steward system. The strike
and consequent negotiations ad-
justed conditions in one of the
worst sweatshops in the industry.
Wages had ranged as low as 30c
an hour and hours as high as 12 to
14 a day, six and seven days a
week. Since organization began
several months ago the union hag
won increases totalling 15¢ an hour
besides those raised more than
nat by the minimum wage.

omy. A new economy is necessary
on a new basis. It can only be o1
collectivist and socialist tendencies.
War economy must be revolution-
ary economy. This is obviously a
transition stage—war communism
as they called it in Russia—but
even so, in it the first foundation of
the socialist economy of the future
is laid. One of the greatest re-
proaches we have to make to the
Spanish governments is that they
have not known how to adapt the
economic and financial resources of
the country, banks, transports,
heavy industiry, ete., to the needs
of a long and costly war by means
of the energetic and revolutionary
measures which were so urgently
needed. Whatever measure may be
taken and whatever may be de-
sired, the fact remains that the
only way to avoid catastrophe is to
reorganize the economy, which has
been put completely out of joint
by the war, on a new socialistic
basis. Any return to the old social
and economic regime is now, from
any point of view, impossible.”
Dec., 8th.

SOLIDARIDAD OBRERA: (CNT)

“Criticism of opportunists in this
paper centers in a strong attack,
mainly against those who take
advantage of the war situation for
their own profit, instead of cooper-
ating and making sacrifices.

“Since the beginning of the mil-
itary rising, the workers’ organiza-
tions have taken control of the in-
dustrial and agricultural life, work-
ing all the necessary enterprises
through the management of certain
committees and representatives
from their respective organizations.
Many people have joined the syn-
dicates since July 19th with no
other purpose than to find safe re-
fuge and at the same time continue
activities corresponding to former
bourgeois tendencies.

“While competent and experienced
technicians are necessary in man-
aging production and assuring the
fulfillment of social needs, many
qualified people whose ideology is
by no means suited to the struggle
against fascism have pushed them-
selves into responsible posts. Their
bourgeois tendencies have become
obvious in their general behavior
and conduct, their negligence in
their duties, their indifference to
responsibilities, their frequent use
and abuse of automobiles, and the
preoccupation with their own gree-
dy and material self satisfaction
becomes very noticeable. Instead of
living ‘more simply and making
more sacrifices during the present
double struggle—the war and the
economic  transformation — they
take every advantage for personal
benefit. The “Solidaridad Obrero”
speaks openly and plainly; it warns
those who continue such conduct
to be on the look out. The lan-
guage is explicit: anyone taking
advantage of the present situation
under disguise of organizational
affiliation will be treated severely.
To substitute a new burocracy for
the old is certainly not the object
of this revolution and is certainly
not worth our sacrifices.”

December 8th

OPEN HOUSE

at

131 West 33rd Street

JANUARY 23rd

® The housewarming we've
promised you will be open to
all comers at the cost of only
35 cents. Deon’t fail to see our
new headquarters — and don’t
fail to let our new headquarters
see you SATURDAY NIGHT,
JANUARY 23rd.

RIVERA MURALS IN NEW SURROUNDINGS

the New
Workers School, featuring the
famous murals of Diego Rivera,

Within a week,

will be ready for visitors. Of
course, you will be welcome at
all times, but particularly so
on the night of our housewarm-
ing—January 23rd.

Newsguild Man
Flies for Spain

The most spectacular picket of
the American Newspaper Guild has
gone to Spain to fight against the
rebels as a government aviator.

He is Ben Leider, former “flying
reporter” for the New York Post,
who gave an ultra-modern flair to
some of the Guild’s strikes by pick-
eting from the air, stunting high
overhead and flaunting a trailer
strike sign. When the New York
Guild had its clash with the Staten
Island Advance and the publisher
was coming home on the Aquitania,
Leider flew down the bay to meet
the ship and circled around her as
she came up the harbor—while
sound apparatus mounted on a
launch kept up a verbal barrage.
Leider also used part of his last
vacation flying to Milwaukee and
stunting to aid the Guild strike on
the Wisconsin News,

Leider, a veteran of eight years
in the air, volunteered to fly for
the Spanish Government without
pay. He had just previously re-
signed from the Post to take a

full-time flying position.

“FRENZIED FINANCE”

When “frenzied finance” gets in-
to big enough figures, it becomes a
“model corporation.” It can make
$500,000,000 capital out of thin air
without sacrificing its claim to re-
spectability. It can fake its books
to hide a $109,000,000 profit and
still be cited as a blameless knight
in shining armor.

Whenever Big Business comes
under fire, Wall Street says: “But
look at the American Telephone &
Telegraph Company and its pres-
ident, the noble and urbane Walter
S. Gifford. Anyone can see that he
could do no wrong. Besides, this is
the world’s largest corporation,
and $4,250,000,000 can’t be wrong.”

The Federal Communications
commission dug into figures com-
piled by engineers and accountants
who explored the books, equipment
and plants of the Bell System and
its manufacturing subsidiary, the
Western Electric Company.

About $500,000,000 of Bell’s
equipment value, it was charged,
is sheer “water.”

Cyrus G. Hill, the commission’s
chief engineer, explained how A. T.
& T. got away with this enormous
grab.

How Gouge Is Worked

Bell buys 92 percent of its equip-
ment from Western Electric, Hill
declared, pointing out that Bell bars
competition from outside manufac-

turers, and, therefore, Western
Electric can charge any price it
pleases.

The money is simply transferred
from one Bell pocket to another,
said Hill. The huge overcharges,
amounting to 20 per cent of the
Telephone Trust’s entire $2,500,-
000,000 “equipment value,” are
added to the overhead, on which
the public pays telephone rates.

He next took up the question of
the “hand set” or “French” type
telephone, on which, he said, the
company has collected $24,000,000
clear profit by means of ‘“excess
monthly charges.”

Lied to Subscribers

The company collected these ex-
tra charges from telephone sub-
seribers who had the new type of
'phone installed, for the alleged
reason that this “added to the com-
pany’s expense.” Hill said this
claim was false.

“Actually,” he declared, “the new
’phones were a tremendous econ-
'omy, saving wire construction costs
and other expenses to the tune of
over $85,000,000.”

Adding this sum to the $24,000,-
000 profit from excess charges the
commission engineer figured that
Bell’s total profit from the hand
sets was $19,000,000.

He charged that the company has
carefully concealed this fact from
State regulatory commissions.

Brockway Hits Trotskyites

ENNER Brockway, who ought!

to know because he has worked
very closely with the Trotskyists,
has the following to say about
them in a recent article in the New
Leader (London) of December 4,
1936:

“ ... the Trotskyists are every-
where a source of mischief in the
workingclass movement. They de-
stroy and do not build. They re-
main conspiratorial cliques in what-
ever party they attach themselves
to, disintegrating it, making it less
effective in the class struggle, an-
tagonising other sections of the
working class. Even in the midst
of the crisis in Spain, that is the
effect of their influence there at
this moment.*

* Brockway does mnot refer to the
POUM ( Workers Party of Marxist
Unity) which Trotsky and his follow-
ers condemn in the strongest terms, but

to the orthodox Trotsky grouping in

“ . .. They appear to be unable
to see anything else than the crimes
of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

“Even if the full total of their
charges were true, they must be
seen in relation to the biggest fact
of history—the Soviet revolution
and all that it means. They must
be seen at this moment in relation
to the supreme necessity of mobil-
izing the working-class movement
of the world behind Soviet Russia
in the course which it is taking in
Spain and in the consequences that
may flow from it.,”’**

These remarks about the Trot-
skyists as an organized force are
all the more remarkable because
Fenner Brockway is a firm believer
in some of the dogmas which go to
make up the Trotskyist catechism.

Spain which broke «cith the organiza-
tion led by Andres Nin.

** Brockway refers to the policy of as-
sistance following the period of strict
neutrality.

BANKERS DECIDE TO
WORK WITH FDR

(Continued from Page 4)
well for the genuineness of Amer-
ican democracy as an instrument of
mass expression, as machinery for
defense of even the most ele-
mentary interests of the great
majority of the population.
Imagine such procedure occuring
in the Soviet Union, the land of the
proletarian dictatorship. No one
could conceive the Five Year Plan

or any similar legislation being
'enacted and subject to application
without mass discussion, without
millions of workers and farmers
considering it and having the right
to change it, actually bringing
about amendments.

But regardless of what we revo-
lutionists may think of American
democracy as a fraudulent but still
effective agency of capitalist dicta-
torship, we must recognize that its
vitality and efficacy have been en-

hanced by the election results.
* % *x

This is the sixth article in a series
‘by Jay Lowestone on the Presidential
election.
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