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The Man let it be known through official

"leaks® this week that indictments are about

to be Issusd agalnst several 'me@-‘s&iﬂﬂa-]

agitators® who travel to campuses (o incite

; rebellion. The Justice Department claims to

have “substantial cvidence® and dossiers

against such people—who presumably will

T be prosecuted under the Stokely Carmichaal
NO ES Interstate rinot acty People are reminded
not to do the Mon's work by plving him

any information at all.
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p magnsine Primera Plana, of Argentine, lifted from Granma

. Mexico has a long history

MGXICO as a colony, first under the
Spanish, then the French.

Today, American business dominates the

country. Last fall, more than b0 persons

were murdered when they demonstrated
for reforms; the struggle continues. For

4 look at Mexico’s history and present
gituation, see page 2.

G ee C Modern Greece exemplifies
r e the development of U.S.
cold-war policy and its anti- communism,

Litton Industries and the CIA helped make
it that way. See story on page 2,

Middle East :.:xe

here, where Al-Fatah is leading the
struggle for National Liberation. For
the third in a series, see page 4,
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The Berkeley strike is now in its seventh week. For an
analysis of what’s going on (and not gdgnrﬂ, see Page 8,
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Mexican movement fight

by Bob Stewart
Chairman, Chicago
Revolubonary Contingent

To understand fully the evenis of last
year In Mexien, as well as events In the
future, It Is essential to undersiand the
history of Mexico. Unlike the history
we're taught in the US, It Is not an
abstract string of events seemingly
unrelated to present-day actlvity, but
rather an accumulation of experiences
that are munifested in Mexlean politieal
lite in a very direct way. Present-day
Mexicans can relate polltical guestions
to events that took place centurles ago,
and so have a sanse of continuity with
history that makes political struggles
seem the patural course of events
rather than being unusual.

Imperialist Invasion

While Mexican history goes back over
2000 years, the period of conguest is
regarded ps the beginning of modern
history. Mexdcans regarded the conquest
period around 1520, when the Aziec
capital of Tenochiitlan was destroyed
by Cortez, not as the beginning of an
era of enlightenment and civilization,
but as the opening battle in the Mexican
peaple’s struggles agalnst western
imperialism. Cortez, far from befing
a hero, is regarded as & degenorate
and a thief, while Cuauhectemoc and
Quitla¢, two Indian chiefs who fought
Cortez, are looked on as the first in
a8 long Une of resistance heroes.
Mexiean schoolehildren are taught today
how thelr ancestors fought to the last
man against the rifles and cannons of
the Spaniards.

While the Spaniards may have won
the Orst round, the Mexicans still
resisted. Uprislngs by varlous Indlan
groups, slave rebellions, and resistance
to land selzures and feudal dues went on
for the next 300 years, the Spaniards
living parasitically off the sweat of the
Indians and contributing nothing to the

Mexican Resistance

Finally, about 1810, a Catholic priest
named Hidalgo (later excommunicated)
stapted an uprising in the small {own of
Dolores, which, though defeated, sparked
off a strugele that was finally able to
throw owt the Spanish. This struggle
had a characteristie that iz common to
all progressive struggles in Mexieo:
it had » mass base of workers, peasants,
slaves, artisans, ond lower sections of
the elergy. This was not just a struggle
for a change In control; the struggele
also contained class demands that
roflected the I[nterests of the most
oppressed as well as of the leaders.
In this case It was the abolition of
slavery and feudal dues and protection
for Indian lands,

This did not end the Mexican people's
struggle for independence however; they
remember well the American invasion
of 1848, when the northern half of
Mexico was stolen by Amerlcan
slave-owners interested In Texas and
merchants interested in California gold.
But even more important was the
invasion of the French In the 1B60's
(with the backing of other European
powers who wanted a foothold for &
possible reconquest of South America)
and the ensuing people®s war against
Maximillian, After the expulsion
of the French (supposedly the
finest army in Europe) by
the Maxlean workers and
peasants, social reforms
were Instituted —
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marriage, confiscation of church lands,
and the beginnings of agrarian reform.

Howaever, because of the degoneration
of the Mexdcan government into a
complete dictatorship of the moneyed
clagses under PForfirlo Maz and the
growing Influence of U.S. Imperialism
(oll, textiles, mining, railroads), another
upheaval was in the making. And in 1910
the dam broke, lad by Franclseo(Pancho)
Villa and Emiliano Zapata on the left
{peasants) and Francisco Madero,
Alvare Obregon and Veustanzlo Carransa
on the right (bourgeaizie). Eight years
of civil war took place, first against
the DMaz regime, and then between the
left and right forees as wall as against
U.S. Invesions in 1914 and 1917, Though
the forces of the left lost, they left
a mark that sHll remains, giving the
struggle an anti-feudal, anti-imperialist
and antl-clerical character, Where the
revolutionary armies had not Instituted
it themsalves, the government began
land reform. Where the foreign bosses
had not already lefi, the government
nationalized forelgn enterprizes. Today
In Mexieo all mining, petroleum,
rallroads, electriclty, telephones ani
telegraphs, as well as sectiona of the
chemicals and metals Industries, are
nationalized,

Popular Struggles Continue

The Mexdco of today, however, is a
far c¢ry from the revolutlonary
expectations of Mexicans In the 20's and
30's; and the  ‘“revolution™ which
Mexican politicians talk so much about
has been sbandoned In the face of U5,
economic influence. U5, factories like
Geperal Molors, Ford, G.E., and
Goodyear dot the landscape; Coca Cola
signs cover storefronts, and Mesxican
agricultural productivity has been
increased (o benefit of the revolution)—
not to make Mexico self-sufficient in
food, but to provide cheap tomatoes,
oranges, lsttuee, and coiton for the
U.5. marist

e

popular struggles have not stopped.
In 1858 there was nearly a general
strike, and the Mexican peasanis have
put up a continual struggle for more
Iand, modernized producton, and higher
prices. Inthe last four vears thers have
been four major peasant struggles in
different parts of the republic. This ls
the setting for the student uprising of
last year.

In mid-July, 1068, a group of youths
from Voecational School Number 5 had
m fight in which the police Intervened.
A battle between cops and students
started, and the OGranaderos (riot
palice) were called in. They Invaded
the school and beat both students
and teachers,
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s continued repression

{In Mexieco all schonls of higher learning,
including vocstional schools, are
supposedly autonomous.) In response to
this incident the stodents at the
Polytechnic Institute called a protest
demonstration for the 26th of July to
caoincide with one called bythe miversity
in support of Cuba. Both demonstrations
were attacked by the Granaderos. Two
students ware kdlled, 200 injured, and
many were arrested,

Demands, August Action

The students responded by: 1) forming
the National Strike Council, 2) golng out
on sirike {200,000 students), 3) drawing
up six demands calling for freedom for
political prisoners, disbanding of the
Granadercs, etc., 4) setting up political
brigades to get thelr side of the story
out to the people, and 5) intensifying
the struggle in the streets,

During August there was af least one
major demonstration 8 week, involving
tens, then hundreds of thousands of
participants, While the demonstrations
bullt solidarity and splrit among the
stodents and provoked bloody, but
expensive, battles with the police
{Mexlcan students burn buses as a
means of hurting the povernment
financially). Folitical brigades worked
painting slogans onwalls and distributing
leaftets to workers. Students would jump
on a bus {few Mexicans have cars)
withowt paying, distribute leaflets, get
off at the pext stop, and ot on another
bus, In this mamer the whole city was
covered with leaflets In & short space
of time with & minimum of contact with
the cops. Also, sireet meetings were
held in a sort of guerrilla-like fashion,
since the cops
would break up
any  meeting
very quickiy.

by Stephanie
Rugoff and Beth
Lyons, NYU SDS

April 21, 1969 markes
the second annivers-
ary of the Greek junta.
The right-wing colonels
soized contrel using

NATO weapons and the

NATO pian Prometheus and
have maintalned thelr power
with the aid of US capital and

WEADans.

The [ascist regime did not
destroy democracy In Greece —
becanze demodcracy has never
existeds Since 1821, when the Greek
people fought the Ottomans, they have
been lighting oppressors, The period
which lemds into the current- 'S
involvement and the junta began In 1033
under the fselst Axis rogime of
Metaxas., During the German occupation
of Greece In WW II, while the patriots
of the resistance were fightng the
invaders, the Mstaxas regime and King
George WETE still arresting
progressives, The effectivensss of the
resistines fighters is lustrated by a
statement of the General Staff of the
Germany Army that ®In our estimation
94% of the Groek people are againstus.”
The Greek resistance struggle plaved
a decislve role In the successful
Invasion of Daly and stopped the flow
of German men and materiel to the

Middle East,

During the occupation, the two forces
representing CGresce were EAM, the
National Liberation Front (EPON, the
youth corps and ELAS, the military
section) and the Allled-supportad
government-in-exile headed for a time
by George Papandreou. Papandreou used
ELAS to defeat the Germans, Meanwhila,
with British help, he was planning to
destroy It after the liberation.

®

By the end of August, the struggle
had begun to acquire the characteristics
of 8 mass movement, and the largest
demonstration in the history of Mexico
was held. On August 27, 700,000 people
gathered in the 2ocalo (the maln square)}
across from the Natiodal Palace In
support of the student demands. This
was the high point of the movement.
By this time 500,000 students were out
on strike throughout the country and
Comites de Lucha (struggle committess)
with & revolutlonary perspective were
baing formed mot only in schoals but
also in factories and workers'
nelghborhoods, and among peasants.

Naturally, the government wasn't
happy. The Olympics were approaching
fast and no amount of [ntimidation
seemed to slow the movemnent down.
Diaz Ordaz went on TV amd radio
pledging to defend the Mexdean equivalent
of “Law and Order,” but to no avail.

Repression Hits Hard

On September 18, the govermment
made its most serfous act of represslon;
Mexlcan troops occupled the university,
arrosted everyone, including employass,
and surrounded the Polytechnic nstitute,
Thie was a serious blow to the
movement, as it meant the loss of more
activists as well as the loss of a place
of refuge and base of operstions. Four
days of street fighting between students
and soldiers, with many workers and
working-class  youth  helping the
students, followed the occupation.
Students wused rifles and Molotov
cochtalls, and workers® wives helped
by raining down on the cops varlous
objects such as bottles, bricks, and
tubz of ' hot water from apartmeont
windows. Motorists would stop and allow
students to siphon off gas. The
self-igniting Molotov cocktsll was born
in the chemistry labs of the Polytechnic

reece:

On Dec. 3, 1944, the Athens EAM
called a demonstration In support of
a larger wvoios for the Hesistsnee In
the new govermment. 500,000 men,
women, and children poured Into the
streets, The demonstration began
peacefully, The demonstrators were
.ilﬂa'l:l'iﬂd from hidden positions by the
police (some of whom had held the same
positions under tho Nazis), What had
begun peacefully now furned Info the
magsacre still known as Bloody Sunday,
Hundreds were wounded or killed in the
ambush.

The next day Papandreou had the gall
to go on the radio and declare that his
hands were clean of the responsibility.
Further, he accused EAM of being
responsible!

Battle of Athens

The Bloody Sunday massacre was the
spark that set off & spontanecus uprlsing
In Athens, George Papandreou resigned
on Dep, 4, On that day, the Battle of
Athens started. Tens of thousands of
people were killed as the city was fought
over block by block. The British poursd
in more and more of their troops, bt
Athenien clvillans and local members
of ELAS sHl] fought back bitterly. The
British ware hombing indiscriminately
all of Athens, and gince the regular
forces of ELAS could not bring any
assistance to the city, the reserves In
Athens had to make g tactical decision.
In ordér to save Athens from complete
demolition, they décided to withdraw,
and on the night of Jan, 4=5 they slipped
out of the city under cover of darkness.

World reaction forced the British to
negotiate. The sgresment ineluded &
promise for a plebiscite for retention of
the monarchy within a year. However,
immedistely after the “agreement,*
right terror groups called “X* organized
and contlnued the persecution and
execution of resistance fightars, while
never having war trials for the
collaborators. The people took up arms
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Carcel a los que -

reprimenal pueblo

Mexican shadent stlt-km. *Free the

political prisoners. Jall thosa who
ropress the people.®

e
Institute,
Nevertheless, the movement was
beginning to feel the welght of

repression, with leaders semi-under-
ground, 50-60 desths, hundreds of
wounded, thousands In jsll and no real
organized movement of support from
the workers or peasants that could divert
somd of the represslon,

Importance of Olympics

On top of that the Mexiean government
wias petting more frantie as the Olympics
-got closer. It should be understood why
the Olymples were so lmportant to the
government, really to the entire Mexican
ruling elass. Mexieo I8 very dependent
on two things: forelgn investments amd
tourlsm, Foreign Investments provide
access to sums of capital that eannot
be raised by the Mexican bourgeuisie
themselves., Forelgn investments
Mexlcan agriculture more productive
as well as providing Mexico with a
great number of relatively cheap
finlshed goods. This leaves Mexiean
capital free for more profitable ventures
1ike construction and real estate. It also
provides jobs for the growing Mesdean
working elazs, Tourism s Mexico®s
second larpest industry next to oll.
Tourlsts come, of courss, (romihe US,
but also from France, West Gormany,
and other Europesn commtries. This not
only gives the Mexican ruling class a

-

civiization® and provides
international buslness conlacts, but,
most Important, provides
millions of U.S. dollars to help offset
its otherwise terrible balance of trade.
For that reason, the rullng elans wants
to present a picture of afflusnce (.o,
financial success), and, most important
of all, stability! The Olympics were
goan as A way of doing this, The only
problem was that everyone in Mexico
understood this tactic and resented the
money that was being used to lay out
the welrome mat for foreigners while
domestic needs went unmet.

The National Strike Committes called
a rally in the Plaza of Three Cultures
for Oct. 2 to keep things going, The
Plaza, near downtown Mexdeo Clty, Hes
in a workars® high-rise housing complax
and next (o a vocational schoal. The day
of the rally, troops surrounded the
10,000 people pothered thers, and
according to the strike committes,
plainclothes agents of the army or polics,

firing from one of the buildings onto the

troops on the other side of the plaza,
set off an hour-long massacre in which
troopg fired point blank Into the rrowd
with machine-guns, from helicopters
and' al  buildings from tanks,
Unforfunaiely for the soldiers (Mexico
has 4 professional army of the twpe
Nixon wants here, not conscripts) many
students at the school and in the
bufldings had arms and many soldlers
were killed, and thelr commander was
wounded, The flghtlng continued all night
and spread through the clty, though on
a small scale,

Serious Setback

The movement had suffered a serious
setback. Almost 200 people were lilled
and many hundreds of others wounded
or arrested, This was the worst act of
represzlon since the time of Porfirio
Dinz and sent the movement Into a state
of shocks All of the strike leaders were

Shortly after, the Olymples started and
schools were closed for vacations. By
the middie of November the National

it with
It with &

profitable land

advertisement is that all trade unions
in Greece have been banned,

Until the end of last year, oné of the
companies involved was the infamoas
conglomerate Litton Industries (see

again—the Civil War had begun.

1t ended with the British imperlalisis
leaving and the US imperialists moving
in, In the same year that the CP was
outlawed, 1847, US economic ald o
Greece began under the Marshall Plan.
40% of the Marshall Plan mongy was
used for military purposes. Although
the Marshall Plan was (ormally
torminated in 1962 when assistince
repched 3.5 blllion, US aid o Greece
has continued. In fact, the US has given
Greece more money relative to its
population than it has provided for any
other comntry with the exception of
Vietnam, Now, the Greek Army Is
planning to send troops to Vietnam.

Greece Profitable Ground

Tha US is Interested in Gresce fup
numerous reasons, Greece exemplifies
the development of American cold-war
policy and its anti-communism. Greece,
as a NATO base, s strategically
important to the US because of lis
proximity o the Soviet Union and the
Middle East, NATO is operating its
mast important European missile base
on the island of Crete and the US 8th
Flest vges Greek ports for supply bases
and harbors. The rightist Greek army
has proven itsell as the only European
army to successfully fight a full -seale
wir against the communists (Coulambis,
Greel Political Reaction to American
and NATO Influences, 1966),

Epohomically, Gresce iz profitable
ground for Amerlean business.
According to & speclal advertising
supplement in the *New York Times®
(Mareh 3, 1968), “Greece...Ideal
Country for Investors,” sponsored by
the Greek government and US and Greek
businesy Interasts, the Gresh
governmant Fuarantees oompleie
protection for forelgn capiial Investors,
enjovment of tax exemptions and
assarances agsinst the expropriation of
PTORETTLY. An achdtional (agoor
convenlently omitted from  this

"Ramparts®) whose chairman, Tex
Thornton, is & good frisnd of LBI's,
Litton was paid for its expenses plus
11% ty the junta. In addition, Litton
recalved a foe of about 2¢ for every
dollar of private money Invested in
Greece. Aslde from applying “systems
analysis® to the job of staking out
investmen projects in Greece's historie
Western Peloppennesus region and on
the island of Crete, Litton tried to
recruit the forelpn capital needed to
operate the projects. The alm was (o
pump $240 million Into the target oreas
within the next 3 1/2 vears,

Student Situation

Aristotle Onassis has now taken over
the function of attracting private capltal
to Greeces Olympic Airways, owned and
operated by Onassls, has recently been
running an ad In American newspipers.
The main copy reads, “Eleven Ways to
Stop Student Unrest.,” The method
suggested f3 1o send students to visit
11 places in Greece, It is lronic that
they omitted the Islands of Yiannos and
Léros where thousands of political
prisoners are held and tortured,
including some who have been there

sinte the Civil War (late 1940*s). Some
of the ways the Junta stops Itz owm
student imrest |8 to torture snd imprison
laftist students.

Other ways the junia stops student
unrest are to Hmit the student
enrollment o certaln specified groups.
A loyalty statement s required —even
those who sign are rejected if the junta
deams them palitically unfit. Ellminated
from the student population are children
of known or suspected leftist parents.

Agnew and Greek CIA

Where goeth the corporations, there
goest the CIA, The Greek CIA, KYP,
is totally controlled and funded by the
US ClA, Danlel Brewster, the head of
the State Department Greek Desk, is a
ClA agont.

These CIA connections Are made
vislble here In Vice President Agnew.
*The milionaire mystery man behind
Spire Agnew® who aiso “swung wvotes
for Richand Nixon® at the Republican
Convention  (Daily News, Aug. 9, 1068)
wis Thomas Pappas, major contributor
to the Republican Party ond head of a
8190 milldon industrial complex in
Greeee ineluding Egso-Fappas, which
conrols 97% of the oil in Greece.
Pappas’ family In Boston controls the
Pappas Foundatlon of Greece amd the
USA, a right-wing CIA eonduit. One of
the directors of Esso-Pappas, who ran
the Greek Ministry of Public Order,
rosigned his post to devote full timo
to heiping the Army men prepare the
coup. Pappas has been a friend of
Nixon's slnee at least 1952 amd was
Pres. Johmson's special envoy to the
funeral of King Paul of Greece.

For over a year, som: mambers
af NYU SIS have been working with

Demokratfa, a radleal ant-junis
orgnnization. Demokratia's primary
alm has been to Inform Americans

about the eurrent political developments
In Gresce and ralaimlr implicatione

fresdom az well as to prevent the
far-reaching consequences If they are
deflcated once mare.

Demokratls has been the only
committee (o publish a monthly
newsletter, ostablish n Greck relief
fund for the familles of political
prisoners, initiste a chapler at NYU,
and hold continuous political and
culturzl programs.

On March 20-135,
co-operation and support of NYU
AN-Square Congress, NYU Lawyers’
Gulld, NYU Demokratia, NY Regional
505, and the Anti-Fasclst Committes
of York University, Toronto, a teach-in
on Greees will be prosented.

The high point of the teach-in will be
a talk (Tuesday, Mar. 25) on the
liberation struggle In Greece, by Tony
Ambatislos, representative of the
Fatriotic Front and a Founder of the
Greek Seamen's Union., Mr. Ambatielos,
who has long been associsted with the
strugele of the Greek people w
extablish demeoeracy in Greece, has
recontly been touring Europe speaking
to labor organizations, ete., trying to
create thes and means of cooperation
for the current struggle in Greece,

For further Information, contact NYT
S8, 10 W, 4th Street, NYC, 212 -508 -J956
or Demokratia, 346 W 20th St; NYC,
212-929-2390,

Our struggle agalpst Imperiallsm
must not be parochial, In whatever way
possible, the struggle of virious peoples
for  self -determination must be
supported.
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History of Middle East liberation struggl

by Susan Eanet

This Is the third part In a serles
on the Middle East Uberation struggie.
Part 1 discussed Middle Enst history,
Part 2, Arab women.)

There are major splits In the Arab
world over the Palestinian and other
national struggles, For example, the
commando activities are outlawed In
Sapdi Arabla, which is also trying to
crush the struggle of the people of
South Yemen (Aden). The rulers of
those coumtries whose economies are
most closely aligned with American
Interests are . opposed (o the
development of anti-imperialist struggle.
But the insplration provided by the
Al-Fatah and the Front of South Yemen
are too great to be crushed.

Heoly War Reactionary

In any national lberation struggle
the clements of the history and culturs
of the strugeling peopls plays &
prominent role inwmifying and mobilizing
the masses. In no case has this been
more strong & factor than in the Arab
struggles, In which the traditional
Muslim concept of the ®jhad® or Holy
War has been fully utilized to omite the
people. This 1s the non=progressive
aspect of the Palestinlan liberation
struggle, It iz the factor that tends to
lend credibility to the harangues of the
Arab bourgeoisle, to Nasser, to Saud,
who use it to keep the people from their
awn throats by trying to relegute the
Palestinian struggle to the level of a
religious war, They f(afl to encourage
the Jewish workers in Palestine to unite
with the Arabpeople agalnst international
imperiallsm, and they thereby limii the
level of the strugple and Itz potential
for success. In this contextof a religious
war, I8 it possible that a seclalist
eonsclovsness can emerge and that the
Arab people can win, both against the
Lionists and against the reactionary
Arab rulers?

Calio Sodrte o Ab-Seta

Jnils Egyptian communists, The Al-Fatah
was forced o remaln secret for the
first ten yoars of lts existence to avold
being erushed by Arab leaders. King
Husseln of Jordan appeared on *Mest
the Press® last year and hinted that
the Arab governments would be willing
to recognize Israel “provided a

Al-Fatab-trained Arab givl practees with hee gun.

satisfactory settlement of the orisls iz
guaranteed,” The reason for his trip
here was to purchase F-104 bombers
from the U5, Imperialism continues to
profit from both sides of this war.

One of the maln actions of the six-day
war of June 1967 Is described below In
the excerpted article from Trieontinentz]
magazing, What happened during that
war 15 similar to the strategy followed
by the U5, In Vietnam: bomb the clties
into the ground, level the villages. In
Vietnam the US, uses the excuse that
the village has been harboring Viet
Cong; bt the Israelis need only the
existence of Arab villuges to justify
thelr destruction and the sccompanying
annihilation of children and podasants,
Aside from the 240,000 new Palestinian
refugees who were forced to flee from
the western bank of the Jordan in the
June War, about 200 to 300 new refugees
a day continue to enter Jordan even
now, They Uve out in the non-arable
rocky or desert lands, with barely any
shelter, food or clothing,

Support Al-Fatah

OSPAAL (the Organization ‘of
Solidarlty with the Peoples of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America) released
a position on the Middle East In July
1967 In which it stated thast “0Old
alliances that are not really based on
the Interests of the Arab peoples have
beon exposed....It iz not possible,
under the cloakof so=called brotherhoeod,
to unlte progressive and revolotionary
governments with corrupt, fewdal
monarchies, completely =old ot to
imperialist pollcy.”

One year later in July 1968 OSPAAL
made an international ecall for material
support for Al-Fatah, as the vanguard
of the revolutlohary struggle in the
Middle East. In the opinion of the
OSPAAL secrotariat, Al = Fatah
recognizes the necessity to wage
Internal strugele In the Arab comtries
as well as against Zionism, to combat
the doctrine of eligious  war and
and has a strong sense of international
responsibility. In the year since the
June War, OSPAAL arrived ot this
conciusion and called on  the
revolutionaries In the world to support
Al-Fatah,

The following artlcle appeared in the
Tricontinental, the theoretical organ of
the secretariat of OSPAAL, In the
November-December, 1968 Issue, It

gives the politieal perspective of the
leadership and the wyouth corps of the
Al-Fatah, the vanguard of the struggle
of Pllﬂﬁl'lﬁt

Our contact with Al-Fatsh had begun
two days earlier, In an Arab city. There
we met the first representatives of the
Palestinfan people. The underground
networks of Al-Fatah have achieved the
creation of an organization capable of
throwing back the epemy's aliempt at
penetratiin. Ewverything is organized
and dispersed.. In one bouse we were
provided with some of the things
necessary for the trip to the commando
bases, In amother we received clothing,
while further on, now in mountains bare
of vegetntion, wo once agaln made
contact with the clendestine networks
that —although far from the sceng that
has nothing to do with the normalcy
of this city-—act with the samevigilance
and care that characterizes the entire
military apparatus.

We arrived at a tent after making
contact with the first fighters of the
Front, wearing the camouflage uniform
that Identifiles the commandos and
armed with astomatic rifles. We were
recelved by the guards of the camp.
Inside the tent were an old wooden table
and some rough chalrs; under a small
gas Iamp, a relatively young man
wearing the olive-gresn uniform that
also symbollzes the lberation struggle
of other peoples: Abou Amar, one of
the small group that began to organtze
Al-Futah 14 years ago in Gaza and Is
today one of the few leaders who s
lknown to the public.

We offered him our impressions and
told him of owr desire to gel (o know
the truth of the *Palestine problem®;
we spoke to him of the lies with which
the corrupt press of the capitalist world
tries to give the world a false pleture
of the objectives pursued by the

Falestinian people. Abou - Amar
commented:
Jof Waging Hacial War

*Tt {s true that imperialism has tried
to confoee world publie opinlon; it hag
even found spokesmen who try fo
present the strugele as one of Israel,
a small people of two milllon Jews,
threatened with extermination by a
hundred milllon Arabs, We have not
taken up mrms to force two millon
Jews into the sea or to & i reliplous
or raclal war. The Jews liv
alongside the Arabs, Including the
Palestinians, for many yesrs, amd wp
have never proposed to expel the Jews
from  Palestine, We are carrying the
war forwnrd to expel from our cotntry
& military occupation force set up by
international imperialism and led by
the US Government, British imperialism
and International Zionism — which
sorved as the (nstrument for carrying
out imperialist policy in the creation of
Israal.

Wa are showing that, in reality,
the struggle is being wiged between
an Imperialist army of oecupation (which
has the full support of the most powerful
capitalist governments) and a handful of
Palestinian patriots who, with their
commando actions, keep that army
checkmated. Our struggle s for
Palestine, for the Arab people, for the
world. We are a national liberation
movement which is struggling, just lika
the fighters of Vietnam, Bolivia, or any
gther people of the world, The enemy
has a concentration of 25,000 soldiers
along 110 kilometers of the border
that It has forced upon us and, in
addition, uses the most advanced
tochnigues; electronic clreults that
detect the presence of any person
crossing its positions, soldlers lving
in ambush with rifles equipped with
infrared sights ond reflectors, mined
fields, and other modern techniques.
However, all those resoarces cannot
contain  the daily actions of the
commandos, The enemy has claimed
that It has 1600 prisoners. We can say
that there have bean some 150 Al-Fatah
men who have been arrested or wounded
in combat in the occupied Zones; at least
half of the rest are completely innocent.,

Imperinllst Isveall troopers look for AL—Fat

We have lost many men in this war,
but, In the type of action that we must
carry out, ‘we camnol hope to avoid
considerable loss of life, It [s necessary
to die many times to obtmin freedom.”

We got ready to fake leave of Abou
Amar, We were to make a short tour
of some zones where the commandos”
secrel bases are located and then rest
for what remained of the night.

Before we left, Abou Amar brole off
a diseussion to tell us:

*We have many problems. Our
movement |5 maintained fondamentally
thanks to tha voluntary contributions
of the Falestinian people: that is the
basic source of our linances, and we
are glad this {s the case. We maintain
absolute Independence; we do not balong
to any political party, nor do we depend
on any government, Bul every day we
must tum down dozens of young
Falestinians who want to join the
commandos: each new fighter represents
uniforms, weapons, shoes, food—in 2
word, there are many problems to solve.
In addition, each new member [s
analyzed in depth. The enemy tries to
penetrate our organization. We must be
very careful sbout this, and the day
wi discover someone sent by the enemy
he will be punished In the only way
possible for those who betray a people’s
struggle.”

Medical Volunteers

In the early hours of the morning
we conversed with the director of the
rocontly boilt hospital where we ware
to spend the rest of the night.
He explained:

"We completed this hospital jost
thres weeks ago for giving basie care
to the combatanis. In the actlons which
bocause of thelr mature can cause us
many casunlties, a doctor accompanies
the fighters to the point nearest the
action. In any case, there Is always
o doctor near the scene of the fghting
to give first alid to the wounded and
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next dew weeks doctors will come fro
Algeria, Syria, and other Arab countries
to work as voluntoears with us.”

The director of the hospital is & yomng
man; expressive; with an  affable
personality, broad knowledge, and an
interest in International affairs. Along
with Abou Amar, he is one of those who
founded Al Fatah 14 jears ago. We
asked him about the development of the
strogele and its difficulties, and he told
US:

"Our movement must fzee many
difficulties, It differs greatly from the
natipnal lUberation movements of Latin
America In some aspects, and from all
the other netional liberation movements
in others. For example, we cannot count
on the support of workers, peasants,
or any grotup of poople whatsoever in
Israel; they have all declared themselves
to be our enemias, although our struggle
is against imperialism and for the
liberation of our country. Another
aspect Is the terrain. As there are po
mountaing or wooded plaines, we must
carry omt eommando actions In zones
completely lacking in vegetation; this is
why we have not been able to make
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better wuse of the revolutionary
experiences of other peoples. We must
create our own methods, our own
tactics, constantly.”

While we rode In the commandos'
jeep, we nmentally veviewsd our
impressions and the ideas formulated
on the bases of operations: the fighlers,
thelr familles, thelr human problems
in general, the dffleulties and prospects
of thelr struggle, and their need of
support for the revolutionarles of the
world, On stopping, we were taken out
of our meditations by the hospitable and
fraternial embrace of the commander
in chief of this zone of operations of
the commandos, at one of whose bases
we had just arrived.

The major is a4 young man, His life
a5 & Trevolutionary began many years
ago. Twice imprisoned In mn Arab
pountry which opposed the struggle of
the Palestinian people, he wasa member
af the military and after the June War
jolned the commandos, Today he Is chiaf
of a gone of operations.

We left with him, and after a fow
hours, arrived at the hamlst of
Kerameh, opposite the Jordan River
and Valley, on the “"border® of the
gone occupled by Israel; we walked
along the main street; Kerameh was
deserted, its entire population having
been forced to leave a few months
before, On the main street not o house
wie standing; everything had been
destroyed, Desolation and death were
reflected evervwhare.

The Major narrated what took place
in Kerameh last March 21:

"We knew several days before that
the Israelis were poing to atiack us,
They are never able to carry out gn
action agalnst ns without our finding out
about if In adveance and preparing for it.
Thus, before the attack, we had taken wp
key positions to throw back the Dew
7ionist ageression. This hamiet {s part
of Jordanian territory, but we decided

‘commandos pakes @
operations and concentrated a foree of
about 100 men hera, All those who cama
did so as volumteers. We were not able
to concentrate more men for fear of
waakening our positions in the oceupied
territory.

Kerameh Action

At five in the morning, Israeli tanks
and jeeps preceded the advance of the
infantry against the Damlya and Allenby
Bridges in an operation against
Kersmeh, while on the bank of the
Jordan, outslde the terrltory cccupied
in June, the lsraell paratroops came
down and advanced towards the small
hamlet. To the east, In the montains,
ancther group of paratroops was dropped
to complete the encirclement. Our
gommandos had occupied positions in
the inner streets of Kerameh and to
the oast and west of the village,
foreseaing the enemy encirclement.
YFrom the first moment, the Israell
troope suffered the consequences of
their taetieal fallure, and the paratroop
brigade that was dropped in the foothills
of the mountalns to the east of Kerameh
was complately wiped out by the

commandos. The tanke had taken up
positions just bafore the entrance to the
village, and from there they began to
fire indiscriminately against the Mimsy
houses, most of them made of baked
clay, oceupied by the Jordanian

ulation of HKerameh, The tanks did
not al any Hme leave the main street:
they were afraid of the commandos, who,
hidden in the slde streets, ralned steady
bazooka fire at them, From sll over,
our fighters used their automatic rifles
agiinst the Zionist infantry. In the face
of this situation, a brigade of amphibious
tanks crossed the river botweesn the
Allenby and Damiys Bridges, while &
brigade of lght tanks crossed the latter
in order to reinfores the agpressor
troops, It was then that the artillery

large portion of Palestinians, bogan to
support our action, thus defending their
country's sofl, which was once agnin
heing Invaded. The amphiblous and Hght
tanks were forced to retrest, and many
of them were destroyed beforethey were
able to cross the river agaln and enter
ocoupied territory.

*After more than 12 hours of fighting
the Israelis withdrew; & truce was
declared so they ecould remove their
dead and wounded. Fifteen tanks had
been totally destroyed, and more than
75 Zionist troops were |killed,
Twenty-flve Al Aszsifa fighters died In
this action, and three were captured by
the enemy, Whai you see here todsy
is the result of that agoression.

“We consider the Kerameh action to be
one of prime importance, but our tactics
do not Include this type of operations
against the enemy.

Al-Fatah Tactics

“We will conbnue to lamneh swift
surprise attacks. Before the enemy can
recover from one attack, we will begin
annther: he will rever know when or
where we will strike pext. We will
combinue this war of attrition, and our
attacks on enemy positions will be
gredter ond more frequent &S our
territory expands.”

We left Kerameh, apd, after & long
journey, arrived at the Major's
commando base. Kerameh s a living
demonstration of the type of warfare
being waged by the people of Palestine,
of the reality of the so-called Middle
East erisis, It shows who Is directly
suffering from the consequences of this
erisis; it gives the e to the Unfted
Matlons  cesse-fire “agresement.”
Palestinlan combatanis, The former
inhabitants of Keramsh, seemed to be
excluded from the terms of this
“agroement® —at least, this Is the way
the Israeliz saw it. Here it was plain
to see that the war Is being waped by
a handful of courageous, poorly armed
Polestinians, strugpling not only for
their country but alsg-—and al the cost
of their Hves—for the land and liberty
of their Jordanizn brothers,=

1948 the Zionisis fook over 80.48

m.—

percent of the counlry by force.

®Al Assifa is organizing miltias of
workers, peasants, professionals, and
a large majority of young students,
who are trained on their days off from
work or study. had combst experience. We believe that

Commando Training

®These men use their free time to
joln us and recelve commando training;
they learn how to engage in sabobage
and harass the enemy In the citles and
towns of ocoupied territory. As we see

oceuplers, agalnst Imperfalism, whose free Hme with us. We can't admit
principal leader is the United States of train all those who claim their
America. The most important thing for fight for the liberation of our comtry;

us is to go back to Palestine, to obtain
our freedom, to return thelr land ond

beings, objects dispersed throughout the
world, Our principal watchword is to
struggle for the liberstion of Palestine,
but we are also part of the pational
liberation struggle of the entire world,
and we fight together with Vietnam,
Cuba, and China to win our freedom.
This {s why we study not only the have
struggle In Palestine, but also the negotiation the lands seized in the June
revolutionary experiences in other parts War, and that they have narrowed the
of the world." range of alternative settlements to

law should be replaced by Isracll law,
and that the occupled arcas should be
“integrated economleally with Israsl®,

Youth are Fighters

The doubts that we had expressed o
Abou Amar days before were being
dissipated. We wore pgetting a
gomprehensive picture of the situation
convulsing this part of the world,

The ecamp is located in-a small,
semiforesited zong surrounded by a
complex mountainpus  system  which
contrasts  sharply with the verdure
surrounding the -small tents. We found
out that B0 of the men in this camp
are no more than 18 years old, Our host
from the Poliical Section spoke to us
abomt the problems of the strugpls,
about how long it will take, and, hence,
about the pressing need for Palestinlan
vouth to assume responsibllity for the
future,

The head of the camp told us: "Here
we leich the Palestinians not only to
fight the enemy with weapons, but also
to appreciate the objectlve of our
strogele. We bhave to traln curselves
in commando techniques, ranging from
hand <to-hand combat to the handling of
all the {ypes of arms our organization
has, The first phase of tralning heve
in this camp is wery short: the
commando receives basic training to
familiarize himself with the war. The
second phase is combat itself, as the

Al-Fatah poster says," This Is the
way to Hberation of my homeland.

And so, my brothers, "1l

o hil ﬂn‘I‘I
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'Educatlon in North Vietnam

by David Tobis
Liberation Nows Service

(This is an Interview with Ta Quang
Buu, North Vietnamese Minlster of
Education and professor of mathematies,
He was chief of the Vietnamese
delegation +fo the 1964 Geneva
Conference, and speaks (Muent English,
David Tobis wvisited North Vietnam in
March, 1968,

Q. What is the role of the Party in
education?

A, For someone from the Unifed
States It Is very difficult for you to
understand the role of the Party and
how i Insures democracy. You imagine
the Party a= somsone with a big strong
hand. Bit the Party is a leader whose
principal task is to regulate and to
educate the relstion belween man and
the soclety and in the collesa,

e call the relatlons between man
:Ju: relations. Dl:!fi.‘l..ﬂ-ﬂ

mmuﬂrnﬂvﬂ!h‘llmﬁ

democracy without the resolution of
class relstions,

Q. Is Mao read extensively
Vietnam?

A. We respect the sxperience of our
neighbors. But for us it Is only an
experience, Our line lg the Hne of our
Party. The lines of all ather parties
are grest experiences but we do not
have to i them Into practice.
Otherwisge we would have too mmany
heads,

Q, How Is Marxism laught ?

North

Vol.lll, no. 1 of RADICAL AMERICA
is a comic book?!!?

A,  Mardsm-Leninfsm s
philozophy. It is a compulsory m.i:riuci
matter for any school, any disclpline,
in the social or noatural sclences;
because we think it Is the basis.

The main thing 1s to teach
Marxism-Leninism in a systematic way
without belng scholastic and dogmatic.
+..We must make our students proud
of the lines of the Party without being
chauvinists,

Student Role

Q. What role do students play in the
management of the colloges ?

A, The students are the true masters
of their colleges. They have the right
to tell & teacher that his teaching is
not very clear. That he has repoated
what [ have heard the other day from
another teacher, That his teaching does
not seem to befundamental, modernized,
and very useful te the Vietnamese,
An example of what we understand as
"u"latlwmae teu.n'hiﬂg for ma.n_y wa

elevant for Eurapean bodytypes; sonow
wi l-'mrn to develop our scientific
regsearch to make our toaching
Vietnamese,

Democracy In the management of our
colleges has played a very great role
In the ralsing of the standards in the
colleges: It is oot B0 much in the
participation of the students in ¢hanging
the curriculum. Here the teacher is
responsible, but he has to consult his
studenis. The principal role played by
the student is how to teach, and how to
teach to sons of workers and pessants
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who Bre not born amidst lbraries and
who do nol have parents who are
professors and teachers. 96.5 per cent
of our stidents are from worker and
peasant origins. We educate our students
in the spirit that they are peasants and
workers in colleges. Our motty now
{s that a Vietnamese soldier is a
peasant in a umiform. Our army has
class character.

Q. How do you Integrate theory and
practice In the wniversity?

A, What we call practice, we do not
mean technological practice, because
there I think the American= do betier
than we do boeause of your economie
development, Whit we mean by practice
is revolutionary practice, the fighting
spirll of laboving people, how they solve
the problems of production on military
questions. Schools and collepes @mre
Isolated from that hind of practice.
We have more heross in the army than
in our schools and colleges. Whan a

mhmmﬂ, Emmw.

Butwhm ho goes from college he is

much better in technology and sclence,
We can tell our government that he s
an engineer. But it is difficult to say
that he is a better man than when he
wenl in,

Q. Marx sald that in a capitalist
soclety family relations are a form of
elass relations. Do you have this
problem in North Vietnam? Is thore
4 generation gap?

A: The parents in our country are
still somewhat backward, but there {s
no practical gap. They still want their
sons and daughters to be a doctor,
4 professor, to be someone in the scale
of society. In that sense they are
somewhat backward in their relatlons
to their children, But the gap Is not
very great because of democracy.

1 have four sons and two daughters.
The four sons wint to be tankists In
the army, not mothematiclans. They
dislike mathematics because In their
eyes their father goes to the office at
slx o'clock In the afternoon and does
nothing in betwoen.

Mexico

{continued from Page 3)

Strike Committee had dissolved ltself
and most schoole voted to discontinue
the strike.

After  Christmas vacatlon, the
movement began fo recover. One-day
strikes took place in different schools,
and around the end of January a one-day
strike took place at the University, all
protesting the cootinuing repression.
A national Comite de Lucha was formed
to replace the Strike Councll, and
politieal brigades began fo work again
with leaflets as well as with the palnt
brush,

It iz mainly because the movemsnt
did not have a revolutionary perspective
that it was defeated by the government,
The movement seemed (o be opérating
on the basis that the government really
could free all political prisoners,
disband the Granaderos, and flre the
police chief of Mexieo City, as If It
had any means other than repression
for stopping up the volcano of discontents
It is not just a question of the use of
legal forms of struggle, which still do
have some validity, but of out-and-out
reformist strategy, though with very
radieal tactes.

Many activists in the movement
seem to understand this and are {alking
of organizing Comites de Lucha in
factories, villages, &nd workers'
neighborhoods as well as umiting with
such committees where they already
exist. Whether the movemont develops
these forms and along with them a
revolutionary perspective In practice
as well as in words remains to be sean,
but while these struggies go on in the
city, In the countryside the guerrillas
wiiit.

Today in Guerrero & lberated zone
has been established and an armed group
of 300 men moves quite freely

fronts over a very large area.
There is a great deal of support among
the peasants and the government has had
to send in 10,000 troops to try anod
{solate the guerrilias, The guwerrillas
upuerata m-]mlr!l}' as armeri educaunn

nnmssitjr. Thuy mwa emutad a numbaer
of mayors who were tried by the
villagers and found to be pguilty of
serious erimes like assassinations, ate.
They have had a4 number of engagements
with the army and have captured many
arms nnd even shot down a U5
helicopter, Buot basically their group is
interested In base bullding and socialist
education, walting to open up new
fronts,

Where is Mexico going? Hevolution
without a doubt, but when depends on
the seriousness of the city movement
and its ability to link up with and aid
the struggle In  the countryside.
Movement people have not lost thalr
revolutionary optimism In the face of
repression, but rather [t has Increased.
As one activist put it, "the problem of
the students and the people has not
stopped, because the racist government
of DMaz Ordaz has not solved the
problems of our people. The oaly
response he has given has been Insults,
les, deasths, thousands of injuries, and
political prisoners. The struggle hasnot
been stopped. We have not beon halted;
we shall win.®

g

T eI RN RN RN R RN IR N RN RN R IR R RN IR LR Ry

New Left Notes

Mew Laft Notes is published weekly (except June and July, when publication
is bi-weekly) by Students for a Degmocratic Society, 1608 West Madison
Street, Chicago, Illincis 60812 (312-666-3874). Second-class postige Is
paid at Chicago. Member subscriptions are 31 per year (paid as part of
%5 membership); non-members pay $10 per yoar, Signed articles are the
responsibility of writers, insigned articles that of editor David Millstone,
New Laft Notes Is affiliated with UPS and Liberation®News Service.

National Office: 1608 We Madison, Chicago, [linois 60612 (312-866-3874)

Chicage: 162 North Clinton, Chicago, MHlinois #0606 (312-641-0138)
Michigan: Post Office Box 625, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 (201-371-%761)
Mew England: 125 Green, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 (617 -H64-312#)
Wew Jersey: Box AT6-C, Newsrk, New Jersey 07101 (o telephone)
Mew York City: 137 Prince, New York, New York 10012 (212-6T4-A3100

CAW!’s new issue to be on revolutionary life sivie,

identity, and communes in the movement. Need vour
- interdiews though®s poems articles lettevs pictures

about where you / we is al / is going. Niagara: 305 Stewart Avenue, Ithaca, New Yorh 14850 (607-273-0535%
) : PR Northern Ohio: 13037 FEuclid, Cleveland, Ohio (216-421-3015)
Sputhern  Ohio: 1706 1/2  Summit, Columbus, Ohlo (614-794-3975

Southern California: §19 5. Boanle Brae, Los Angeles 50071 [EIH-FLF.']-DFJHE
Teuns - Oklahgma: Hox 1941, Dalias, Texas 75221 (po  telephonel
Washington, [X: 1829 Corcoran NW, Washington DC ZU00Y (2072-332-7153)

III!II1lllIIIIIIIIII.'I:I'IIIIIIIIIIIIIFIIIIIIIIIII-"IIIII-H.IIIIIIIIIIII'IIIII-I
e e ————— T ——

CAW/! Box 332, Cooper Slalion, New Yovk, NY 10003

e L N NIRRT
= T T T T T




L.A. schools blow out

{Special from Los Angeles ta NLN)

Demanding an end to pollce occupation
of the schoals, more than 20 Los Angeles
schools (Including junior high schools,
high schools, and junior colleges) “blew
out® last week after police and shudents
fought ot Carver Junior High.

The blow-out grew out of a week-old
strike at all-black’ South West Junior
College in the south side ghetin. The
newly=built ghetto school, burriedly
built after threatened actions by the
black commumity, obviously couldnt
meet that community's neads for quality
education, The Black Students” Union
(BSU) at South West called a strike
Mareh 7, demanding, among other
things, a black studiss program and
an end to the school's racist practices,

Forty-one of the 64 teachars formed
a rocist caucus and refused to teach
as long as they were “Intimidated® by
the block students at the echool. The
remaining teachers organized a radical
caucus and offered to teach "lberation
classes® called by the students.

A member of South West BSL; James
Jones, went to all-black Carver Junfor
High to speak at a Carver BSU meeting
there, Intending to rally support for
the strike. The principal &t Carver
called pollce in to throw out Jones.
Be was arrested and charged with
“disrupting a school.”

Arrests, Beatings

Following his arrest, Carver studenis
sal In &t the principal’s office, protesting

the arrest and demanding that Jones be®

released. Pollce were called in once
again, arresting ten students, ranging
in age from 12 to 14 years old, Many
Carver students were clubbed and
beaten. Two girls were hosplialized,
one with a busted kidney, the other
a broken leg.

The followlng Sunday, & community
meeting was called In South Central
Los Angeles. More than a thousand
people attended and voled to call s strike
students.

At Los Angeles City College, the
strile committes — pomposed  of
delegates from BSU, SDS and UMAS,
the United Meoxdcan-American Shudents
—called & support strike and sof up
barricades around the entrances (o the
school. Cadres of siriking students went
intyelassrooms rallying support for the
strike. Demands were raised, including
full agceptance of BSA*s §-polnl program
on the campus, kicking all plps off
campus, #n end to police science
department and free access to the
campus by members of the community
without fear of police hartissment or
arrests

The student government at LACC,
composed almost entirely of members
of BSU, UMAS and SDS, tumed over
$92,000 in student body funds to the
bail fund for the siriking students,

In & state of panle;, President Goodar
offersd concessfons to the strike
commiftee. He offered to lssue a public
statement In sympathy with the Carver
Junior High students and promised to
“humanitarianize® the police sclence
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department, the long range targst of
the LACC studest movement.

In response to Gooder's offer the
sirike  sommittee Issued the following
Atateuents

*In arder to show good faith so that
negotiations of campus and social issuos
might begin, we demand the following:

1) All barricades remain intact by
thie order of the president.

“2) The college president and other
adminlstrators must join in the peoples
cause ard stand with the peeple on the
barricades.

"3 The above stand ax preconditions
to negotiate existing demands.

"Wa find these larms necessary
because of a long history of dishonesty
on the part of the administration.”

Strike Growing

The Black Students' Alliance (BSA)
—an alllance of all the city's BSU's—
{esued o statement whizh calls for the
spreading of the strike throughout the
clty and to the white schools. Liberation
schools were set up In the black
eommunity, mm by striking students,

Demonstrations are already taking
place at many white high schools, called
by SD5. At East Los Angelss College,
hmdreds of students marched from &
support rally to the political science
bullding chanting "On strike, shut It
down!® It was alleged that thousands of
dollars =~ damage was dooe o the
bullding.

The back community In Pacoima had
4 meeting and Issued A siatement of
support for the strildng students. They
raised aight demands Ineluding one that
called for a new junior college to) be
built In the Pacolma ghetto instead of
the proposed site, Northridge, an
all=white « Other demands
dealt with community conirol of the
schools ad quallty of educstion, The
community high school, San Fernnndo
High, also called a strike.

After one weaak of bullding, the strike

gives every indication that i will grow

support of white students.

— noted

Thyee days after local 1-501 of the
0il, Chemical, and Afomlc Workers
annomead  the lawmeching of an
international boyeott against Standard
0fl of California to compel Siandard
to bargaln (n good falth with the unlon
the company reached an agreement with
the mion that will settle the strike
at Standard®s refinery in Richmond,

Howewer, the unlon Is still on strike
against the Chevron Chemical plant in
Richmond, & whollv-owned subsidiary of
Standard Ol of Californla, and the
international boycolt agalnst Standard
products, exempting products produced
under falr conditfons, will contimue until
this strike [s settled too.

The sirike at the Chevron Chemical
plant, which Is continuing, Involves a
more substantial |ssoe, the continued
existence of a union shop at the plant,
The company has made this anegotiating
point and wants the union to surrender
the onion shop clause.

G, T. (Jake) Jaeobs, sccrstary and
treasurer of Ioecel I-561, called the
settlement af the reflnery a victory for
the union.

*Considering what we were up
against, we did pretty well. We gzot
doukle the originul offer of the company
and we forced the company to rescind
the flrings of the workers fired for
strike activities and to agree (o Lake
no further reprizals,™ said Jacobs, *and
anytime you can do that with Standard
it's a victory.*

*"We wouldn®t have been able to make
these galngs if it woren't for the help
we recelved [rom outside, such as the
Third World and other students and the
longshoremen,” he sald,

Two weeks of coniroversy over
Cornell University's role in supporting
the racist South Afriean regime came
to a head on Monday, March 10, asabout
300 stodents, led by SDS and the

= rad
—_

No more ROTC

No more war research

riefly —

Afro-American Seclety, biocked Chass
Manhattan recruiters. They foreed thelr
way between two lines of campus cops
and broke into rooms in the School of
Business and Public Administration—
where the recrolters were—foreing
them to leave.

Ten days ago, ol a stormy meeting
during a thres-day symposlum on South
Africa, ~Cornell President Perkins
fon Chase Manhattan"s Board of
Directors) wase unable to justify large
Cornell holdings in momber banks of
the famous *South Africa consortium.”
He maintained that (nvestments are
made scisly to "maximize return®; *»
left the hall when &8 black student held
him by the collar and interrupted his
speech, Since then [t has been revealed
that the stocks were actually sold, for
*financial reasons,® months ago.

Cornell SDS has called thls a partial
victory, and has called for the University
to put its funds In productive areas,
including support for the South African
revolutionaries, low-income housing in
Ithaca, mnd black studles programs.

Siandard Ol of Californla came to
San Jose State to recruit some of those

“slightly corrupt® chemisis and
fcountants and salesmen [t needs,
Instead, on Thursday, Feb. 127,

Cal-Standard®s five-man recruiting team
faced 100 angry students—who smashed
windows, kicked In doors, pelted campas
police with mud, and kegt &l
intervieweees away for several hours,

The .SD&/Student Siriflke Committee
actlon was In support of the striking
afl workers in Richmond —one of whom
was killed by a scab truck,.

The Cal-Standard recruiting brochure
is titled “Jobs Should Be Exciting,”
but the recrulters seemed to feel that
thelrs was getting & bil out of hand,
They canceled thair Friday appolntments
and fled the campus.

@

SEATTLE; Over 2000 University of Washington students demonstrated Mar, 6
against ROTC, and more than 8000 students om this 30,000 student campus
locked on. Meanwhile, a rally called by the student povernment for the purpose
of holding “rational dialogue® on the Uimits of dissent (l.e., to compete with the
demonstration) drew about a thousand students.

The demonstration was called by SDS as part of Its entl-militarization,
anti-imperialism program. SD5 has demanded:

No more military or corporats recrilters

No more classes which are apologies for imperialism.

SDS made It clear that the Issue has nothing to do with the "limits of dissent®
(as the administration, the student government, snd the campus newspaper
tried to pose the guestion), nor does it have anything to do with purifving the
unfversity, The real issue [s that the wniversity Is an integral part of the

the rally at the end of the march sald, *The black people have a saying, ‘As a
house goes up, a house must come down' This houne went ap on violence.
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WHAT IS TO BE DONE?

—The burning questions
bofore the movemant—

Black Natfonallsm:
Is It progressive ?

Students and workers:
How to Hnk up?

Revolutionary youth:
What program?

Revolutionary organization:
What kind?

The Militant, a socialist weeldy,
is eurrently featuring a serias of
discussion articles on the political
issues now belng debated in SDS
and other sections of the movement,
A number of these articles present
a critigue of the recently adopted
SDS Natfonal Councll resolutions
on black nstionalism and the
building of a revolutionary youth
movement, Some of the articles
are devoted to an analysis of the
viewpoint of the Progressive Labor
Party.

For a Marxdst assessment of the
issues in debate, subseribe to The
Militant for three months for $1.
Indicate if you want the previous
6 lesues with articles on the SDS
Natlonal Comnell declsions,

The Militant, 873 Broadway, New
York, N. ¥. 10003

SELECTION OF LEFT
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS
IN THE STATES

10%: DISCOUNT
TO SDS MEMBERS

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOGIME:
PROGRESSIVE BOOK SHOP
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by David Wolfinson
Leon Marzittier
Berkeley Campus SDS

The strike st Berkeley is now in lis
seventh week, Throughout, the strategy
has vacillated from a level of militancy
unpracedinted in the student movemsnt
to outright pacifism of the worst kind.
Thursday, Feb. 20, marked the high
point of the struggle. Thousands of
students were fighting back in a war-like
scene  agalnst tear-gas, MACE,
pepper-gas and hundreds of wiclous
pigs. The next day, Friday, saw this
mass struggle stopped cold by a faflure
to recognlze the necessity of at least
maintdining, or at best intensifving,
the level of struggle. The word was
"eool [, because ®"we have to show that
the TWLF s still in control of the
strike,” or Reagan will use the National
Guard -and/or replace “lberal™
chancellor Hewns with "conservatlve®
Curtis LeMay. That day, 5,000 paople
attended a “peaceful™ rally, and became
thoroughly demoralized. As the "cool it®
tactics porsisted. the following weeks,
the size and the militancy of the picket
lings diminished considerably, and the
only confrontation with the police was
a Msu rnr the students. During I:Iwﬁn

rmmr Nm IrIltr Ir'n m
the palitical histery of the strike,

Political Scene

The leading polltical group In this
struggle iz the TWLF (Third World
Liberation Froat), This Is the central
body for Third World peoples. White
strikers are working on the strike
primarily through the Strike Support
Committes (SSC), and throagh their
indivichml organlzations swech as SDS,
FL, ISC (Independent Socialist Club),
¥SA (Young Soclalist Alllance), RSU
(Radical Student Union, a splinter group
from SDS), plus various liberal groups
which wavered (the school newspager,
leaders of the oxperimental courses,
the stodent government), The TWLF
was formed at the inception of the
strike as a comsolidation of the black,
Chicano, and Aslan pelitical groups,

Tha principal demand of the strike
was the demand for an autonomous
Third World college; other demands
inelude admisslons and hiring policies
of the University and amnesty. These
demands reprosent the response of the
Third World people to the special
oppression they face in the community
and at the Unpiversity., It was the

responsibility of the TWLF and
primarily of the SSC o bring white
students ©o the understanding that
fighting against the special oppression
of Third World peoples through support
for their special demands is in the
interest of all people!

Efforts of the SSC were princlpally
concentrated on pgetting as many bodies
an the lines as possible, regardless of
whether they umderstood the TWLF
demands or not. The method used was
the traditional Berkeley technigue:
watering down of the politics to popular
liberal issues such as free speech,
academic freedom, or student power
{or a combination of these); the pigs
would then attack us on campus, the
ensuing confrontation would polarize
the stodents and the strike would be
won, This “strategy,” apart from the
final conclusion, worked for a few days.
There is & grent deal of anti-pig feeling
on the Berkeley campus and just the
eontinual vislble presence of 50 armed
reprasentatives of Ronald Raagan, plus
the feelinas of general oppression,

ﬁnh-ru:hm Vs, Siudenr Power

The main political line that TWLF
leaders propagated was  the
self-determination of Third World
peoples and the fight against racisms
Through leaflets, fact-filled pamphlets,
performances of the Radieal Aris
troupe, and classroom aducation, we
attempted to explain to the students how
fighting for the speclal demands of the
Third World was In their Interests.
We tried to show the need for mmity
of Third World and white students
(s well as workers) and we explained
how thiz unity could only be gained by
white studentz jolning in the fght
against the raclsm of the rullng elass,

However, the efforts of the S5C (and
of most of the other Individual
organizations working in itz 1SC, YSA,
RSU) did not have this orientation,
Rather, mambers of the 55C were
constantly making statements about
raclsm belng anabstract and unappealing
issup, Bt for Third World people, and
for the majority of white students, sach
as those who become teachers, raclam
Is real and it s very Important.

These self-sivled radicals chose to
interpret the snlf-datnrmimﬂﬂn aspoct

THE BERKELEY STRIKE

of the TWLF demands purely as a
student power lesue, They said thatonee
the Third World students had “control®
of their own college it wouldn® be long

before we, as white stodents, could
“Justly® demand control of our
education.

The stodent-power myth has been
exposed for a long time in SIS, both
at the netional lovel and here In
Berkeley. We have come to understand
the nalvete and arrogence of the concept
of an autonomous unlverslty serving the
interests of lts' stodents. In fact, the
university Is part of soclety, and it has
to serve either the capltalist class or
the peopla. If students take over control
of the university and try to use it
agalnst the ruling class ‘("critical
university,” “liberation school,” ete.),
the men in power will not hesitate to
smash them. Sophisticated advocates
of stdent power say: "we know that
it's the wrong fight, but we wags [t
precisaly to show that the system cannot
r..'r&nt the dt-num:l.' But this sttitude

and  what we

undnr!ﬁnd, ‘80 we will have to teach

them the hard way®), and it breeds
defeatism: i we lmow we can’t win,
why fight?

The consequence of this is that the
vast majority of the students were not
willing to risk felony charges, eocpul slon,
or flunking out. The only reason for
the occaslonal sharp struggle of masses
of white students Is their pgeneral
oppressicn, and their hatred for the
pigs. Lacking the political perspectve
of the fght sgeinst raclsm, most
students dropped out of the struggle.

TWLF Leadership

However, to place the entire hlame
on the SSC and totally absolve the TWLF
would be Incorreci (as well as
paternalistic), The TWLF, PRIMARILY
AS A RESULT OF THE RACISM OF
WHITE STUDENTS, also took an
opportunist line. They felt, and no one
demonstrated the contrary to them, that
racist white students would not be willing
to join the fight agalnst raclsm. Third
Warld people have besn scrowed and
sold out by white people from the
beglmning of slavery in this country
thruudi ﬂ'rﬂ Civil Rights movement.,

Third World péople have had very few
experiénces where white people have
shown that they would join the fight
against racism. Because of this, the
TWLF falt that it could not win students
to its fight. So they too said that they
were fighting for student power and that
white students should joln the strike on
any grounds that could possibly mobilize
them, The TWLF essentlally took a
nationalist position (i.e., that white and
black students each had to fight for
their own thing—Third World and white
student power).

Also, the TWLF was responsible for
the comtinual cooling of the militaney
of the strikers. The Third World
leadership never had the strategy of
closing down the university. Instesd,
they saw the strike as a pressure tactic
—putting the heal on and off the
administration to ses If they could
negotiate o good deal. However, the
administration needs more than s liile
convincing: they will only prant the
demands when they have to choose
between a university with a Third ‘-'rm‘!d
college or no university at all.

Developing Unity

Moreaver, this strategle mm also
cannol be looked a B

: R
slud.,-n:s ]'md dt-fe::tal:l thelr own

whltp_-
riacism enough to fully support the
demands of the TWLE, the Third World
leadership might well have seen a more
effective way of winning than dealing
with the administration. And i the
Third World leadershlp had persisted
in their libesral pressure politics and
there had besn 5,000 white students
riady to shut down the University, there
would be no guarantee that the Thind
World rank-and-file would have settied
for applying a lttle pressure here and
there. By now, UC would be clossd
down.

It is easy to overemphasize the
negative aspocts of this struggle. The
strike (which is still {n progress) has
been the longest and most Intense
struggle in the history of the movement
ot Berkeley. And whether or not the
demands are finally won, two major
advances have been achleved. First, the
strike united all the Third World groups
at Cal for the first time, Secomdly, and
most important, due to the sirike there
has been growing confldence of the
white students In Third World students,
and wice versa. This developing umlty
c¢an only strengthen the mowvement In
future struggles st Berkeley.






