join gets rent
strike contract

7Michc|e_| James

During the past two weeks Chicago's JOIN
Community Union has thrown most of its ener-
gies info rent strike and welfare activity. The
rent strike, waged against the owner of many
slum buildings, resulted in the signingof a
comprehensive contract between the owner
and JOIN, the bargaining agentfor the tenants,
The welfare activity was conducted in conjunc-
tion with a strike held by the Independent
Union of Public Aid Employees against the
Cook County Department of Public Aid.

Southern white and spanish speaking ten-
ants, originally aided by VISTA volunteers
brought Max Gutman to court on several oc-
casions; each time Gutman was granted a
continuance by the presiding judge. Tenants
and VISTA workers truned to JOIN organizers
latter received orders from on high to halt
their activity in the building. JOIN organizers
spent a week in the building in preparation
for a Saturday rally of tenants and residents
of the neighborhood. At the rally, attended
by more than 100 and well covered by news
media, tenants demanded that the landlord
agree to make a myriad of necessary repairs,
or they would turn over the rent they had
withheld to Mayor Daley: "If the landlord won't
fix up, then the city must."

At a Sunday meeting Gutman gave verbal
agreement, but refused to sign the contract.
A picket line was maintained in front of the
building for the next few days. Guiman in-
creased his harassment of tenants and then
tore down the large sign hungfrom the third
floor that read Tenants on Strike,” and "Vivg
la Huelga."

The next day the size of the picket line
“increased, and late that evening someone
serupficiously went fo Gutman's wealthy neigh-
borhood. Leaflets with pictures of the building
were stapled to every tree and placed in
everyone's mailbox. They read: "Max Gutman
owns a slum; Your neighbor is a slumlord;
We have come to protfest: rats, roaches, foulty
wiring, leaky plumbing, falling plaster, etc; all
‘we want is home and a decent place to live

ogleshy replies to ¢

Carl Oglesby
Ann Arbor

Partly to accept my lumps but partly to lock
fraternal horns, | want to enter a chastened
defense of the "mishmash of factual error,
false impressions and baseless predictions”
which Brother Saul Mendelson says | have
brought back from Italy.

Saul murders me on the questions of the
1963 election figures. Butl'm afraid he murders
himself in the act. | gave the Social Dems half
a million; Sauls gives them one and a half;
the Siate Department (in "World Strength of
the Communist Party Organizations," Bureau
of Intelligence and Research) gives them 1,
874,379. Saul wins. | gave the Republicans
one million; Saul gave them half a million;
the State Department gives them 420,746 Saul
wins again. | gave the Socialists three million;
Saul agrees on three; the State Department
gives the m 4,251,966. Both Saul and | lose.
| gave the Communists eight million; Saul six;
the State Department says 7,763,854. | win
for once. | gave the Christian Dems nine million
and so does Saul; the State Department gives
them 11,732,796. Saul and | should go hang
our heads in shame.

Murdered again on PSIUP, | answer (weakly)
Left generally could have taken power then."
Neither did |, not even in my own notes,
where Saul apparently sees such claim. To-
liaHi's decision in 1960 was essentially whether
or not he should demand the portfolios or
ministries — i.e., the place in a new coalition
— which the general strike had made it possible
for himtodemand. Itwas of course not a matter
of taking over ltaly; it a matter of taking or
not taking a piece of power in a setting ladden
with opportunities for making trouble and veri-

iupae strikers

~like you; Please Help Us."

At 6:30 a.m. the next morning Gutman -
en route to temple — called and agreed to
settle. The contract calls for seventeen specific
repairs, 15 to be made by the end of June,
one by the end of July, and ancther by the
end of one year. The contract also provides
for grievance proceedures, a union commit-
tee in the building and binding arbitration.
Tenants, both present and future, can at any
fime call an election to select a bargaining
agent of their choice. In the press release of
their victory they stated that “through this ac-
fion we hope other people who live in the

fying widespread fears that the CP was oppor-
tunist, coercive and anti-democratic.
s it senseless, as Saul says, to remark that
the CP doesn't want 51% of the votes? Taken
literally, maybe — but maybe not. To have a
majority is to obviate coalition and hence to
operate without formal constraints; and that
would mean either violence or a communist
government that defaces itself. But more tothe
point is the CP's regognistion of the very same
socio-political realities that Saul describes so
well: boom and glitter in the big cities haunted
by recession everywhere and wretchedness in
the south, dramaticbutgrossly disparate econo-
mic growth, technology's goods and monopo-

that the importantpoint remains intact: namely, .

that itwas Nenni'scoalition with the nondescript
centrist Moro which agitated the Leffists in his
own Socialist Party and gave PSIUP a major
jolt of popularity. It is sfill of course a small
party; but in many places, it's the party of
young people and it will probably have an
important impact on other segments of the
Left. Of course, events may develop other-
wise, Maybe PSUIP — whose connections with
the CP are a bit novel ~ will turn out to be
nothing but a kind of political gym where the
young-at-heart work off their militancy prior
to becoming well-dressed CP members.

Saul's reading of French Leftistsbut not Italian
and his (| hope) accidental misreading of my
notes have led him astray on the matter of
Togliatti's moderation during the Tambroni gov-
ernment's crisis of 1960. First, the French
and the ltalian Leftists have had a small feud
on for a long time, sufficiently intense that one
should stand back somewhat from French com-
mentary on ltalian Left politics. But the second
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neighborhood will join in with JOIN to do
something about bad apartment conditions.
If we can do it, so can other people who live
in our community."

i . On the welfare front, the. striking IUPAE

requested support from organized recipient's
groups throughout the city. For nearly o week
JOIN '‘members receiving public assistance
flooded the Northern Disirict Office whose em-
ployees are by far the most conservative in
Chicago's large welfare complex. On Monday
May 23rd, JOIN maintained a picket line
outside the office of Raymond Hilliard, head
of the Cook County Dept. of Public Aid. The
leaflet that was distributed read: "We have
come fo tell Hilliard that we supportthe siriking
caseworkers who want to help us reform Chi-
cago's welfare system. We have come to tell
him of the big office he runs that refuses
to treat people with dignity and respect. And
we have come to get action on specific cases."
Instead of helping the people who had been
given the extended run around at the district
office, Hilliard sent three of them to jail. Re-,
leased from jail on bond the following day,’
they joined the picket line that had resumed
at Hilliard's office. Favorable action on the
part of the welfare office has resulted in each
of the three cases.
On May 25 the siriking caseworkers voted

-

point is more important. Saul writes: "Never
did | read a claim that the Communists or the
ly's evils, growing pr'ofessionulizationhut'bddt-
ward universities — o set of prospects and
problems which are indeed quite like America's
in many respects and which put Italian radicals
under a strain quite like what we experience
when we find our crificism vastly outstripping
our invention. And it seemed fo me that the
litle slogan about the unwanted electoral ma-
jority put in a nuishell the meanings of that
sefting. Saul's comment on this is helpful and
very much to the point. | am only surprised
that he gffers it as rebuttal instead of elabora-
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chicago public aid
workers on strike

to return to work after 13 days out. The strike
was expected to end sooner, but the Cook
County Board of Commissioners voted to put
letters of commendation in the files of all non
strikers. The strikers felt this to be in contra-
diction to the first resolution the board passed,
‘which included the right te organize, no re-
prisals, dues check off, and a fact finding
board to investigate the questions of collective
bargaining and the possibility of an election
making IUPAE sole bargaining agentfor Public
Aid employees. AFL-CIO local 73, with close
ties to the Daley machine, had claimed to re-
present the caseworkers. Some view Daley's
willingness to permit the IUPAE victory as a
move to placate civil rights and liberal groups
in hope of winning support for his much cri-
ticized bond issue.

Regarding JOIN's direct action, continuing
after the sirike was falsely reported as being
settled, Daley told the press "Oh they're not
case workers; they're recipients from JOIN, an
outfit that works out of o telephone booth."
Daley's comment seems to have been coun-
tered by a very good relationship between
JOIN and the growing IUPAE. IUPAE President
Al Kaplan expressed the view that JOIN had
been more helpful to the striker's cause than
any other group of recipients.

riticism

tion. | had imagined that the central idea was
fairly clear in the passage | quoted from Luigi
Longo's speech to the party congress.

Saul's comments on the coops and the unions
are at least as "impressionistic' as my own
"impressionistic mishmash." | suspect he very
well knows that GGIL is not the AFL-CIO, that
Chavez we know and love, that the industrial
and agricultural coops are progressive and not
reactionary, and that there isnothing perverse
in an elected Communist government's assign-
ing administrative jobs to Communists instead

{continued on page 3)

nac minutes

At the Nac meeting members Booth, Webb,
Bennett, Speck, and (sometimes) Kindred were
present.

Finances: We are broke; the two fund raising
events in Chicago did not raise any large
amount of money; the average daily income
is now below the 100 dollar point. This week
Ihere will be a letter sent to the coniributors
ist.

Staff: The NO is down to a staff of 7 people

and there was a general discussion of who the

'next national secretary might be (Any long

range view of retaining or recruiting new staff
after some of the present staff leave depends
upon some general idea of who the potential
national secretaries are.). Paul Le Blanc was
_switched to fund-raising and Paul Booth and
Bob Speck will split the responsibilities for
keeping the books.
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join news

fight welfare run-around

JOIN picketed the office of Raymond Hilliard,
head of public aid in Chicago on May 23 and
24. About50 recipientsfrom Uptown demanded
that Hilliard himself solve three specific cases
that the Northern office on Lijncoln had failed
to deal with. When the cases weren't handled
by the end of the day, three JOIN members
voluntarily went fo jail overnight to protfest
the welfare run-around. Welfare had been
sitting on these cases for over a month with-
out doing anything.

The brave JOIN members who were ar-
rested for trespass by Hilliard were Dovie
Colemand, Dovie Thurman and Harriet
Stulman. Mrs. Coleman has a back injury and
welfare has failed to give her the back brace
and matiress that she needs to go back to
work and not be under the thumb of public
aid. Dovie Thurman, whose husband isserving
in Vietnam, was trying to get the rent money
welfare has promised her. Harriet Stulman was
representing Albert Coleman, JOIN'S present

why | went to jail

My reasons for going to jail was to prove
that welfare recipients have a right to protest
for a humane welfare, as well as caseworkers.
Welfare recipients should have a union that's
able to demand collective bargaining and to
be able to approve any welfare laws that are
passed by the legislature. | feel the only way

rent strike victory

Tenants at 4107-15 Broadway with the sup-
port of JOIN have won a rent strike. Max
Gutman, the landlord, has signed a contract
with JOIN agreeing to paintthe entire building,
exterminate the rats and roaches, replace the
leaky pipes and make the many other repairs
needed. This is the first comprehensive tenant-
landlord contract ever signed.

The Broadway tenants went to Chicago courts
with their complaints but they got no help
from the city. So they asked JOIN to help
them organize. A majority of the tenants

- agreed they would hold back rent together.

JOIN supported the rent strike with a picket
line in front of the building to discourage the
landlord from trying to collect rent. It worked.

A fenant's statement said: "We the tenants
of the 4100 block of Broadway whose building
pelongs to Max Gutman are hereby on strike
as of today, Saturday May 14. The reason for
this action is to get improvement of living
conditions which are dangerous and hazardous
to all concerned. In the past tenants have held
back rent by themselves, but they got picked
off with five day notices and are taken into
court. So now we are putting our rent together
and holding it back from the landlord for three

tenants can get action

if they stick together

We fought Gutman for 9 monthsand he didn't:
give us action whatsoever. Anytime youwould
want anything, he would give you some sort
of sad story. Finally, we got tegether one day
to talk about trying to get the building fixed-up,
but there never was enough people to make
a go of it. VISTA helped us and then intro-
duced usto JOIN. After JOIN Community Union
heard of our many problems, they agreed to
help us.

Now that the landlord has signed a contract
with JOIN, there has been many improve-
ments. There is now a committee of tenants
to see that the things the landlord promised
us will be done.

| worked hard on the rent strike and | want
to say that | think the woman should stand up
for their community as much as the men.
Women can help organize tenants. That way
we can work together to have better homes

urban progress?

What I'm really doing here is making a com-
parison of two organizations. One organization
full of well salaried people; the other working
on their own time, unpaid, working long hours
and going miles and miles of foot work.

The urban progress center is approximately
a year and o half old. What have they really
done? | want to make the statement that they
have done no good at all. Because ‘any or-
ganization no matier how bad, is bound to do
a litle good. Especially with approximately
$41 million ayearto spend (mostly for salaries.)

The JOIN Community Union in approximately
1 1/2 years has done more o really help
the poor people, and | mean help. The members

chairmdn, who was not sent his check this
month because of welfares own mistakes and
foul ups. Mr. Coleman couldn't go to Hilliard's
office because his children were sick with
phemonia.

JOIN's trespassing trio were bonded out of
jail 18 hours after their arrestand immediately
went back to Hilliard's office to continue their
protest. Fifty others backed them up. By con-
tinuing to put pressure on Hilliard we have
gotten about the fastest action that office has
ever done.

The JOIN picket was also supporting the
striking IUPAE union of caseworkers and public
aid employees. JOIN supporis their strike
because these caseworkers want to change
welfare - to make it fair and humane. They
are against midnight searchers and invasions
of privacy, against low recipient budgets and
against welfare trying to run people's lives
for them. With JOIN's help, they are winning
their strike and we will work with them in the
future.

by dovie thurman

people are going to know how bad conditions
are for recipients are for recipients to stand
up and protest for their rights, even if it
means going to jail. I'll tell you one thing, the
matrons in prison treat you better than some
of the caseworkers. And they see to it that you
get baloney sandwiches which welfare some-
times doesn't allow.

days to see if he will make the necessary
improvements. If a three day rent strike does
not work and bring the landlord to his senses,
then the rent of all the tenants will be sent
to Mayor Daley then perhaps more drastic
action will be taken. If the landlord won't fix
up, then the city must.

Through this action we hope other people
who live in the neighborhood will join in with
JOIN to do something about bad apartment
conditions. | f we can do it, socan other people
who live in our community."

To kick off the rent strike, JOIN held a mass
rally on Saturday in front of the building. 100
people attended. The rentwas not sentto Daley
because on Saturday, May 20, the landlord
bowed to pressure and signed a contract with
JOIN and the tenants, agreeing to make the
improvements needed.

JOIN hopes that other tenants will organize
themselves to get better apartment conditions.
JOIN will support tenant organizations that
want to work to enforce city housing codes and
to force the landlords to put rent money into
buildings instead of their pockets. For infor-
mation, call 334-8040 or come to the JOIN
office at 4533 N. Sheridan.

by orphia pitzenbarker

and schools and a cleaner place to live. |
think ##would be nice if the parents and all
the children would go together and try to keep
the yards clean as much as possible. But the
city and the landlords have a responsibility
the same as the tenants. The city should see
that the streets are clean and that the land-
lords are doing their duties towards the ones
that are renting their apartments. The city
must not allow their inspectors to be paid off
by the landlords. The courts should be fair
and listen to the complaints of the tenants
because they're the ones who have the pro-
blems. The Mayor should listen to the poor
the same as the rich. The landlords should
learn that the hillbillys and the Puerto Ricans
have as much right in America todecentapart-
ments and living conditions as anyone else.
When they learn this, landlords will start help-
ing to make a better America.

by marshall

have donated their nme ana energy to see
that the poor get a fair deal.

It is my understanding that the urban pro-
gress center is supposed to lookbuildings over
and see that they are inspected and that the
buildings are made livable.

The building at 4107-15 Broadway is a good
example. I'm sure an urban representive has
at one time or another visited that building
and I'm sure if they did they wrote up what
they saw. But action is still waiting. JOIN
members seen the building conditions and in
10 days got results. So why do we need an
Urban Progress Center that won't work! Let
the people do things for themselves.

(continued on page 6)
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insurgent political action

The Newark Community Union Project on
May 10, provided the margin which enabled
Earl Harris, an insurgent Negro candidate for
councilman from Newark's South Ward, to
defeat a machine-sponsored Negro and earn
the right to face the conservative incumbent,
Lee Bernstein, in the June 14 non-partisan
run-off election.

The victor will represent the city's most popu-
lous ward, composed in about equal numbers
of poor Negroes, middleclass Negroes and
well-to-do whites.

Councilman Bernstein is a conservative Re-
publican with obvious appeal to property-own-
ing whites who fear the impact of a Harris
victory on their pocket book.

Bernstein is known to have received sub-
stantial money support from slumlords who
own buildings in the ghetfo. He has been a
right-wing critic of Newark's War on Poverty.
His chronic red-baiting attacks on NCUP in-
cluded acharge that NCUP people who picketed
a slumlord were a "disgrace.”

Harris has aligned himself with a Negro
insurgent movement, which recently rocked the
city by winning an impressive 16,000 votes

after a shoestring campaign. The insurgents '

are united by a contempt for the establishment
Negroes who have made common cause with
the city administration. The Mayor, former
liberal Democratic Congressman Hugh J.
Addonizio, has been sensitive to Negro de-
mands for a slice of the patronage but unable
to reverse the deterioration in education, hous-
ing and other services. His main areas of
strength, curiously, are in the Negro commun-
ity and in the among whites most fearful of
the "black tide."

The primary election on May 10 permitted
Harris to distinguish himself from the Mayor's
MNegro candidate, who emphasized his per-
sonal attainments and the "need' for self-help
programs. Harris, on the other hand, asserted
his independence from city hall and cam-
paigned for rent control, enforcement of hous-
ing codes against slumlords and relief from
overcrowded schools.

Harris' responsiveness to NCUP participation
and NCUP thinking has been a pleasant sur-
prise. NCUP is directing his campaign in the
eight poorest districts of the South Ward. The
NCUP districts turned out the highest margin
for Harris in the primary. .

If elected, Harris, who is one of the few
urban Negro politicians to oppose the Viet-
nam War, will fight for OEO funding of a
neighborhood community service center, a
major NCUP project for the past year. He
has joined NCUP in advocating decentralized
Poverty Program governed by residents who
know about poverty from personal experience.

NCUP will sponsor a South Ward Congress,
in which community people will meet with
Harris the night before City Council meetings
to discuss issues and grievances. A victory
would project Harris as the leading critic of
Newark's mafia liberalism. He will have his
hands full as a loner tilting with two establish-
ment Negroes and a host of uncomprehending
whites on City Council.

The organization and insurgent Negroforces
would command about equal strength if Harris
wins. If he doesn't, it will be very difficult to
counter the forseeable build-up of an organi-
zation Negro for the 1970 Mayor election

in this city which already is predominately
Negro and Puerto Rican.

NCUP therefore feels there is considerably
more at stake in this election than Bernstein's
defeat, yet the decision to become involved
in ward politics was not reached easily.

Most of the student organizers came to-
Newark with a fundamental dislike for politics.
This predisposition was reinforced by the poli-
ticians themselves, who regardless of race,
creed or color are mainly avaricious fools.

Moreover, history unfeelingly reminds us
us that radicals 12 years ago helped to elect
Irvine Turner, now an eviscerated appendage
to the city machine.

While NCUP has clearly gained asympathe-
tic acceptance in the community as an organi-
zation which is for direct action against
landlords, welfare supervisors, politicians, etc.,
it has not yet developed an active, broad-
based constituency — the kind that we have
put forth as the model for radical politics in
the ghetto.

NCUP might have left politics alone and'
concentrated on forging an audacious consti-
tuency whose demands would be to the left
of what Earl Harris or any councilman would
or could satisfy (because so many ghetto pro-
blems are not resclvable ot the municipal
level).

By allowing itself to be swept along in the
tide of insurgent politics, NCUP people may'
find it hard to maintain an outsider's view-
point if Harris and a few others win office.
Certainly, many Newark liberals lookat NCUP
as a brat which is now being socialized.

Many NCUR staff people, however, feel that
successful organizing, can be done around pol-
itics. Itis extremely distasteful for white radicals,
whose reason for being in a black ghetto is
always ambiguous, to show up at somebody's
door during an election campaign and say
some version of, "I'd like to sell you a poli-
tician who is really different."

So, organizers will visit people several times
to discuss neighborhood issues as well as the
more general question of how to keep politi-
cians, including Mr. Harris, honest.

Out of election organizing, it is hoped, will
emerge more community people eager to con-
front the system after the election is over.

Harris, may very well lose this election.
Although registered Negro voters outnumber
whites two to one, whites with property at
stake, will undoubtedly produce a higher voting
percentage. Furthermore, Bernstein has done
favors for some Megroes ('what else is a
councilman good for?") and a few Negroes no
doubt think it's a little uppity for a black man
to seek elective office.

So, I'll close with a pitch. If you have at
least a week free before June 14 and want to
work on the campaign, let us know. You can
probably help. Address: NCUP, 444 Clinton
Ave., Newark. Tel. 242-9329. We need money
too.

A friend who has been in the movement
several years was telling me recently that his
estimation of what's "important” has dimished
considerably. Newark certainly won't change
very much if Earl Harris is elected.

But it is a little cheering to note that the New
Left, which hasn't had an awful lot of success
with wars and presidents and, even, deans,
may on June 14 in Newark, N. J.,, give birth .
to its first city councilman.



electoral

Detroit area activists, seeking political forms
of organization and education, have chosen
the Seventeenth Congressional districtin which
to launch thelr efforts. The congressional cam-
paign, with attorney James Lafferty as the
candidate has already begun.

The district, located in Detroit's Northwest
side, is predominately white (85-90%) although
the percentage of Negroes (mostly middle-
class - replacing fleeing whites) continues to
increase. Most voters are either working or
lower middle class. There are, however, con-
cenirations within the district of high and low
income. Normally, the district is 60% Demo-
cratic. It contains large numbers of conser-
vative, homeowner oriented voters as well
as the nucleus of Detroit's middle class liber-
als, labor officials, acedemics, church execu-
tives and. the like. (Note: Almost all of the
relevant demographic data and recent elec-
tion results have been compiled and analyzed;
it is presently being assembled for a longer
strategy paper.)

The incumbent, Mrs. Martha Griffiths, has
held office for six terms. She gained her
seat in 1954 be defeating, in the Democratic
primary, the AFL-CIO backed Thomas Poin-
dexter who has gone on tobecome anationally
known defender of "homeowner's rights".

She has distinguished herself by a consistent
hawk line on foreign affairs, strong support
of labor legislation, weak and begrudging

action

support of civil rights legislations and atrocious
record on civil liberties and a powerful po-
sition on the Ways and Means Committee.
She has not been opposed in the last two

.Democratic primaries. She has streng support

from the COPE machine. (Michael Kerman,
the UAW's number one professional Detroit
politico, has indicated that COPE will strongly
oppose any effort to unseat her.)

The 17th District Democratic Organization,
a generally liberal and weak group, will un-
doubtedly endorse Mrs. Griffiths even though
many of its members are willing to admit pri-
vately that they do not agree with her on
much of anything. Martha disdains the regular
party group anyway and maintains her own
campaign apparatus independent of it.

Mr. Lafferty, who has served as Chairman
of Citizens for Peace in Vietnam, is running,
of necessity by Michigan law, in the Demo-
cratic primary, scheduled for August second.
Initial response to the campaign has been
very good.

STRATEGY AND PERSPECTIVE

The campaign platform is multi-issue with
emphasis on Vietnam as a symbol of American
foriegn policy, advocating immediate with-
drawal from Vietnam, a complete reappraisal
and reshaping of foreign policy, radical._
changes in the structure and content of domestic
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politics and radical approaches to domestic
problems.

A series of position papersisbeing prepared
by professors, primarily from Wayne State Uni-
versity and The University of Michigan as
well as others both local and national with
particular expertise. These paperswillbe issued
as they are received and will also be distilled
info one page leaflets for widespread distri-
bution throughout the district.

There are, as would be expected, two major
categories of campaign supporters and volun-
teers. Democratic party malcontents, old left-
ists and the less radical church, peace andcivil
rights forces compose the first group. They
are joined by younger activists from SDS,
the Detroit Committee to End the War in Viet-
nam (DCEWY), CORE and others. Tension be-
tween the two groups, high at the beginning,
has been reduced by agreement thatthe nature
of the district, the incumbent, the platform and
the fimes make it possible to accomodate the
longer range more radical objectives of the
students as well as the short range, "win the
election" oriented goals of the first group.

The DCEWV has voted to make the cam-
paign their major focus for the summer. They
will concentrate on intensive organizing inone
area of the district.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION

There are presently four committees, averag-

detroit

ing fifteen or more members per committee.
The finance committee has raised several hun-
dred dollars and is proceeding with a number
of other efforts. A petition committee has al-
ready gotten nearly half of the 1,250 signa-
tures necessary by June 14. They are seeking
a total of 5,000 signatures on nominafing pe-
titions. The education committee is responsible
for public relations, propaganda and establish-
ing and maintaining relations with other
groups. It has already set up numerous speak-
ing engagements, prepared bumper stickers,
buttons etc. and will be responsible for pre-
paring and widely distributing campaign li-
terature. The research committee is responsi-
ble for the preparation of position papers
and for collecting and analyzing demographic
data, previous voting results and the like.

A steering committee, composed of com-
mittee chairmen, liasons with other organiza-
tions (church groups, human relations councils,
block clubs etc.), fulltime staff, and anyone
else who wishes to come meets weekly to
coordinate, plan atrategy and set policy for the
campaign.

An office has been opened and is staffed
by volunteers. Paid staff (subsistence) will be
selected as soon as funds and personnel are
available.

14406 Grand River

Dena Clamage Detroit, Michigan
Frank Joyce 48227
313-273-6540
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leadership conference on vietnam

Dear colleagues:

The feeling has been growing among a
number of people who are concerned about
the Vietnam war that there is a need for
more infensive discussion and coordination
among the nongovernmental organizations.
We are writing to you to invite you to consi-
der the possibility of forming a group which
might be called the Leadership Conference on
Vietnam. We will discuss this at a meeting
at the National Council of Churches Confer-
ence Room, first floor in The Methodist Build-
ing, 110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington,
D. C. at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, May 26.

We would suggest as a basis for discussion
the following formula:

We support efforts to achieve a speedy
end to the Vietnam war through an in-
ternationally guaranteed negotiated set-
flement based on self-determination of
the Vietnamese people. We believe the
possibility of such a settlement would
‘be advanced by a halt to further military
escalation. -Consideration may be given
to ways in which reduction in_ military
activity might lead to improved prospects
for negotiation.

Within this broad policy framework, there
will necessarily be a wide spectrum of
opinion. The purpose of the group would
be to hold regular meefings, share in-
formation, discuss policy and sirategy,
and consider possible joint action, but
any statements would be issued in the

oglesby replies

{continued from page 1)

of to Social Dems. Saul also gives us a certain
negative impression about CP democracy.
‘There may be much to say for his impression.
The ltalian CP is, like all political parties that
| know about, a centralist organization whose
chiefs are in more or less perpetual struggle
with factions. But his assertion that internal
dissent takes "very restrained and indirect
forms" is certainly no truer of the Italian Com-
munists than of the British Labourists or, for
that matter, the American Democrats; more-
over, it would surely be most amusing news
to those now taking part in the Radice-Have-
mann debate, which so far as | can tell is
open, important, and cantankerous.

Finally, was | wrong or right about a turn to
the left for Italy? It should be of little conse-
quence that | am or am not; | reported only
that the radicals feel pretty strong and by no

means answer to Barzini's portrait. If Saul
wante ta aranna tha naint with than  thad's

name of individual organizations. -No
statements would. be issued in the name
of the Leadership Conference on Vietnam.

We hope you will be able to send a repre-
sentafive to the meeting on May 26. -

Sincerely yours,

Vernon Ferwerda
National Council of Churches

Curtis Gans
Americans for Democratic Action

Sanford Gottlieb
SANE

Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Dean William Moran
Catholic Assoc. for International Peace

Sandford Z. Persons
United World Federalists

Edward Snyder
Friends Comm. on National Legislation

Rix Threadgill
National Student Christian Federation

Philip Sherburne

National Student Association

Herman Will, Jr.

Methodist Div. of Peace and World Order

quite all right with me. In fact, | wish he would
write a long piece on Italy and France. I'm
-sure it would be informative, and if he could
distinguish between my "impressions" and these
of certain ltalians, I'd be able toread it without
getting a stomach ache. But | suppose, all in
all, that | do think there is a kind of leftwards-
ness afoot in ltaly ~ in fact, throughout Europe,
maybe t4 the Urals. That, however is another
matter.

While I'm about it, a brief comment on Stan
Aronowilz's comment. Is the American worker
progressive or not? | have a hunch that he
isn't and that this has more to do with his
material comfortthan his leadership. Stan holds
the leadership more to blame and argue
further that this material comfort may star
to break up one day. I'm not fighting for my
hunches. | hope to hell that Stan's right. Com-
fort is no good when it's stolen, and the world
u;rns to stand in grave need of an American
Left.

May 22, 1966

"Leadership Conference on Vietnam"
¢/o Herman Will, Jr.

Methodist Division of Peace and W orld Order
100 Maryland Avenue NE
Washington, D. C. 20002

Dear Friends,

Regretably, SDS will not be able to be re-
presented at your meeting Thursday to discuss
formation of a "leadership conference on Viet-
nam’. We do have some interest in the di-
rection your discussions take, as we take a
great interest in bringing an end to the Viet-
nam war.

Our misgivings concern the ambiguity in
your letter about the realtionship between the
proposed Leadership Conference on Vietnam
and the movement to end the war. Of course
you will acknowledge that the "formula for dis-
cussion” is not at all representative of the
movement to end the war, and it would be
extremely dishonest to pass it off as such.

The formula seems to be somewhat to the
conservative side of SANE's position, and the
turnout at the recent March on Washington has
demonstrated to our satisfaction that the bulk
of the anti-war movement takes a very mili-
tant position on the question of negotiations
and U. S. military presence in Vietnam.

SDS and other movementgroups have agood
deal of experience with the problem of how
grass-roots movements are represented to
the public, and we think this problem involves
important principles. Our view is thatthe move-

ments themselves should determine the nature
of their representation in Washington; in the
case of the anti-Vielnam war movement, this
would mean trying to reach some kind of
consensus through consulation with SDS, the
Inter-University Committee for Debate on For-
eign Policy, the 5 Beekman Street pacifist
groups, Women For Peace, Massachusetts PAX,
and the National Coordinating Committee to
End the War in Vietnam, the Friends Service
Committee, as well as SANE (the only of the
groups issuing the invitation for Thursday's
meeting which speaks for a large section of

the anti-war movement). The leadership Con-
ference on Civil Rights and the Citizens Cru-
sade Against Poverty are two examples of
groups which function as Washington brokers
for grass-roots movements, and which excite
hostility from the more militant grass-roots
organizations. Instead of functioning as allies
of the Negro movement or the movements
of the poor on the terms of the grass-roots
ouffits, these brokerage agencies have sub-
stituted their own timetables and priorities
when speaking before Congress, before the Ex-
ecutive Branch, and to the public.

The very name "Leadership Conference on
Vietnam" arouses doubts and misgivings
among the "followership" of the movement,
a lot of which can be found within SDS. | hope
you will agree, then, that the proposed "lead-
ership conference" should not become the
arena in which statements are developed for
later release by organizations, or the arena
in which strategy of the opponents to the war
vis-a-vis Capitol Hill or the White House is
worked out. ;

As well there should be clarity on the re-
lationship of a DC-based group to the rest
of the movement. The DC "kernel" can play
an important role in organizing the logistics
of a March on Washington, butitshould neither
be the group that issues the Call, nor should
it make decisions about the political direction
of the March. To be very specific, there is
some talk out here in the hinterlands about
a March some time shortly after the November
election. Political responsibility legitimately for
the followership of the movement to end the
war (the groups mentioned above) as well as
other groups that might wish to join in such a
March. As the war continues, we should count
on other voluntary organizations wanting to
be part of the end-the-war movementand make
provision for their full participation.

| hope your meeting is fruitful, and once

again convey my regrets at not being able
to attend.

Fraternally yours,

Paul R. Booth
National Secretary

e ——
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gy o " Nearly 1,000 students jammed the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Administratic
building, on May 9, during sit-in pro-

testing ranking for selective service

I g st e News Mmnios.
a Pt E,«;.‘.Zli«-:r

»

draft.

community and struggle at u. of wisconsin

Jack Kittredge

A week ago tonight it was different. The
radicals here were isolated, faction-ridden,
in-grown, and weary. The epitome of the mo-
dern University, Wisconsin is liberal to a
fault. Free expression is protected, paterna-
lism minimized, andbureaucracy benevalently
distant. Madison complements this soothing
veneer with her scenic beauty, middle-class
affluence, and 18-year beer-drinking age. One
finds neither the blatancy of Mississippi nor
the fury of Watts, neither the poverty of De-
lano nor the ineptness of Berkeley in this
concretization of the American Dream. At most,
one finds the desperation of the intellectual
in the age of the automaton.

But now that's gone. One does not speak
of community easily, butifthat meansstrangers
speaking freely with one another, ifthatmeans
hundreds of people being able to meet and
decide crucial questions openly and well, if
that means dozens of individual actions flowing
into one another, then that has been exper-
ienced in that protest. And one does not speak
of a movement lightly, but discussions are

beginning where before there was hostility,

people are discovering a mutuality of interest
which outweighs old polarities of style, and

an earnestness is in the air which can open
the way to change.

That in so seemingly content a place as this,
the abstract moral concern of a few could
snowball into an action involving over a thou-
sand students thus far, with the representative
support of the majority of the student body
and possibly the faculty as well, suggests far-
reaching consequences.

Very little of this dynamic can be attributed
to conscious planning. The anti-war groups
were falking to themselves, the civil rights
issue was dormant, agitation for student rights
had become established, and community action
was negligible. One sensed a hierarchy of
power and status, a complexinterlocking system
of games and rewards, which in fact steri-
lized individuality.

Then one morning all male students got
little blue cards in the mail which they were
told to sign and return if they wished their
grades and class rank to be reported to the
Selective Service. Next, they were advised
to sign up for a special exam which would
determine their eligibility, if in the lower
class percentiles, for military action. Now most
people got the message. The distance between

what you do learn and what you want to learn
isn't half as important as the distance between
what other people think you and the guy next
to you learned.

Most people felt some resentment of this, but
opposition was slow to spread. SDS decided
to pass out the counter-exam, people talked
of a sitin at the exam center, and the left
struggled to find a tactic which would convey
a point rather than seem self-righteous and per-
sonally threatening. Only upon hearing news
of the University of Chicago sit-in was that
method latched onto in a kind of last-minute
desperation.

To find the confluent elements in the success
of the last two days is relevant both for broad-
ening what we have here, and repeating
similar efforts elsewhere in the future. Almost
every American higher educational institution
honors the tradition of liberal education. This
is essentially a moral postulate about the value
of man. Such fundamental egalitarianismis the
key to the success of the new left within the
academic community, and an issue which
speaks to it is the sine qua non of any move-
ment on the campus. Thus the responsiveness
to opposing the discriminatory nature of the

draft exam - brooklyn college

Sue Siminsky

The picketing of the draft examination at
Brooklyn College provides another example
of how an unexpected and relatively minor
unjust act provides the opportunity for rallying
widespread student participation in a protest
movement. The administration had been until

recently one of the most McCarthyite in the
country, and it was no great surprise that

at this carry-over from the fifties only titeen
students arrived Saturday morning to protest
the exam. .

An hour later (9 AM.) the campus police
showed up, and one of them gave the protesters
fifteen minutes in which to leave. When he
refurned twenty minutes later and found the
demonstration continuing, he confiscated the
picket signs and tore them up. Upon being
questioned by the students, he declared that
while they were breaking no law, This is the
week-end, and I'm the law. | don'tneed nothing
writted. | don't need no proof. | don't have
to show you nothing."

The group decided to retreat to a nearby
snack shop and return when the test ended.

In the meantime, they set about making new
signs, drafting a statement, calling radic and
TV stations, and trying to reach as many other
students as might be interested. This resulted
in a group of demonstrators numbering fifty -
three times the original group. While there
was a second and larger conflict with the cam-
pus police, the students stood their ground and
stayed to distribute the SDS test.

While fifty students may seem to be a small
number compared to other campuses, this de-
monstration may well prove to have been a
crucial one on a traditionally quiet campus.

draft system within both the student community
and the society at large. Secondly, the position
against such a bias conflicts with self-interest
on the part of the protester, and leaves no
room for ad hominem attacks on sincerity of
motivations, as does, for instance, opposition
to the war. ,

Opposing University complicity withthe draft
effectively combinesappeals to many disparate
groups. Arising because of a war and in part
as a means of making its prosecution more
difficult, the protest naturally attracts anti-war
support. But discrimination in the droftis clearly
a concern of civil rights and anti-poverty
groups, as well. Because the student isrelating
to the draft through the University and its
administration, the issue also rallies people
fighting the in loco parentis battle. Finally,
the point about university compliance with the
draft provides new areas of action in the
community such as teach-ins, petition cam-
paigns, organizing statements of support etc.
As all community membersareinvolved, there
are ample reasons for continual outreach.

That the issue is immediate to every student
and is literally a life and death concern, is
key to its becoming the question on campus.
that it is also a relatively new point helps
to undermine a retreat to hardened positions.
Support here has come from unlikely fraternity
and dormitory circles as well as the religiously
and politically inclined.

Tactically, it has been vital that we are able
to turn the guestion away from individual
freedom to comply with the draft and direct
it to organized, institutional complicity. While
the individual may be free to participate in
a discriminatory national policy, no University
can do so and call itself free. This leads to the
value of limited, possible goals, i.e. the end
of compilation of class rank and the sending
of grades to local boards, the refusal to hire
out University facilities for the draft exam,
and a statement by the University against
participation in a discriminatory selection pro-
cess; rather than demanding the abolition of
2-5 on a national level. While the goals can
be attained, and thus militant action has the
potential of effectiveness, they remain sym-
bolic of the larger disorder.
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new politics and old problems

Bob Ross

On January 15, at Chicago's McCormick
Place, a significant portion ofthat harried group
that is Chicago's liberal and left community
met to found the Committee for Independent
Political Action. The phrase most repeated
then and now in describing CIPA is that it
is the "electoral arm of the protest move-
ment (s)." It is not yet that; and those of us
concerned with a serious new politics are re-
vising our notions of the possibility and time-
liness of certain coalitions. Our rhetoric has
soared far beyond our actuality and we stumble
on the old problems confronting the new
politics.

From the outset three rough groupings have
been discernible within CIPA: the peace acti-
vists, the civil rights activists, and the older
generation of students, more or less described
by the SDS community. The peace activists
brought to CIPA an urgent, overwhelming
concern with the War in Vietnam. Organi-
zationally they came from Voters for Peace,
Sane; and the Faculty Foreign Policy group.
Their primary criteria for candidates, platforms,

and agitation has been a desire for rapid
withdrawal from Vietnam by the United States.

The civil rights activists are of two types,
which coalesce in terms of their programmatic
and ideological impact on CIPA. First there

are a group of young Negro militants, who
speak in the accents of conflict, urging power
against the machine. Despite a certain fixation
on this theme, they are the only group in
carefully attuned to the problem of beating
the machine at its own game — delivering votes.

Allied with these militants, are a group of
white, middle class civil rights radicals, cen-
tered mainly around the remains ofthe Friends
of SNCC organization. Their conscious identi-
fication is that of the left wing of the civil
rights movement. This group speaks of organi-
zing in communities, gross roots participation
and control of CIPA, and strategically, sees
the new politics emerging primarily, if not ex-
clusively, from the ghetto. Thusfar this has been
mainly rhetoric partly because of their social
position, partly because we are all inexper-
ienced in pulting these ideas into electoral
practice.

The group of "older students" roughly grouped
around SDS (of which the present writer is
one) has sympathized -ideologically- with the
civil rights activists. However, they see an
added responsibility and have a slightly dif-
ferent outlook. Simply put, this is to maintain

the codlition of peace and civil rights activists,
ghetto militants and middle class radicals—
to keep these groups together in the hope that
the painfully obvious differences would be
worked out in time and with experience.

Given these groupings, in the specific con-
text of the immediate past history of Chicago's
left, @ number of problems have appeared.
The most significant of these is that the new
politics are being built by people who are
by no means new to the (left] political scene.

They bring with them five or ten and even -

more years of acquaintance with one another
and mutual frustration in Chicago. More simply
still, personality conflicts, old antagonisms, the
scars of unforgotten factions lie close to the
surface, inhibiting most every discussion.

Related to this is a problem ot organizational
loyalty. CIPA really is nobody's organization.
Aside from a few individuals, most of the
people involved in CIPA at the Congressional
District level, or in city-wide discussions, have
other more pressing and profound organiza-
tional commitments — comittments which bring

them to C#Pﬁ because it is a relevant ufenu’_

to advance those other organizational and
ideological notions. Besides the problems this
presents in terms of the availability of human
resource, it has much deeper importance in
the face of the fragile nature of the coalition
which must become real if CIPA is to have
any meaning. A new politic cannot simply
be the extension of the single issue concerns
of formerly disparate organizations. At present,
however, both the civil rights and peace acti-
vists come to CIPA with the same program-
matic, ideological, and organizational demands
which they would ordinarily make upon their
separate organizations. That is, there is little
conscious, planned use of the new possibili-
ties of coalition of these movements.

A number of severly inhibiting consequences
flow from the neglected opportunities for using
a coalition of the movements as the base for
a new "mix" in municipal and Congressional
politics. In part, these are based upon objec-
tive differences in the community experience,

development, and bases of the different move-
ments. Whatever the particular proportion of
causal factors, the fact is that CIPA, at a city-
wide level, is "factioned" along civil rights vs.
peace interests. Often thisappearstobe Negro
vs. White conflict, tainting discussion with ran-
corous and frightening tones. With both sides
feeling the other is exploitative, "downtown
(city-wide) CIPA" discussions have reached a
stalemate. To the extent that anything is "hap-
pening”, it is in the Congressional Districts
and wards, where people feel their differences
are small enough to stay together. The gra-
duate student-SDS group, whose orientation is
to maintain the coalition is handicapped in
its fence-tending role by a) its rhetoric, which
is overly intellectual and romantic, and opaque
to most CIPA parficipants; b) its lack of ex-
perience in Chicago, including its ignorance
of the history of other attempts to build inde-

e =

pendent movements, and of the currents of
personal feeling within the groups; and ¢)
its heavy time commitments to other activities.
One immediate outcome of these problems
has been a terribly slow rate of development
at the local level. This in turn has meant
that the potential student interest, e.g., at the
University of Chicago, has notbeen galvanized
effectively. However, one of the (perhaps) mis-
calculations of many of us was the readiness
of the student activists to turn to electoral
action. Thus far, the prospects have not stirred
excitement among the student movements.

To review: a number of questions for other
groups around the country are in order. Does
new politics require a whole new political

generation, free of the last one's fendency to -

personal factionalism? Is it in fact the cose
that the urban Northern Negro movement
is prepared to "risk' its political potential by
becoming involved in radical foreign policy
crificism? Are the protest movements ready
for politics? _

In Chicago's CIPA, those of us committed to
an independent political expression of the new
movements are acting under the assumption
that timeliness cannot be decided a priority:
one must try before defeat is acknowledged.
When men say it is too early but it will work
later, it means that people like us have been
trying and laying the groundwork through fru-
strating years until the moment, unexpected,
when hope is power, and the possible has
happened.

Post Script:

This was written in early March, '86; it is
now late May. In that time CIPA has ceased
to exist at all except for the group in which
Clark Kissinger has previously reported in
NLN. Unfortunately, my implied predictions
were correct, the moment is not at hand.

cornell

referendum

The Cornell chapter of SDS was instrumental
in gefting a referendum called on questions
relating to the Vietnam war and the draft.
We were promised an in-depth analysis of
the vote, but it has not materialized. Tom
Bell phoned in the results, which were as
follows:

1) Whether support should be withdrawn from
the Ky gov't. >
Yes 3688; No 2700; Abstain 267
2) Whether the U. S. should support U.N.-
sponsored free elections.
Yes 5665; No 906  Abstain 84
3) Whether bombing should cease in North
and South Vietnam.
Yes 3497; No 2994; Abstain 164
4) Whether the draft should be re-evaluated.
Yes 5009; No 1557; Abstain 89

5) Whether the U. S. should establish an im- ;

mediate cease-fire and withdrawal.
Yes 3118; No 3371; Abstain 166
6) Whether ranking should be abolished.

Yes 3242; No 3300; Abstain 113
7) Whether the draft test should not be held
on campus.

Yes 2138; No 4423; Abstain 94

boston sds announces summer project

There will be a number of organizing projects
involving SDSers in the Boston area this sum-
mer. Volunteers are welcome on all the acti-
vities; in addition, a number of workers will
be paid at subsistence for participating full
time on the project. There follows a list of
the various projects.

Labor I. Several people are needed to con-
tinue work on hospital workers' organizing.
The idea is to form unions at Boston hospitals
along the lines of an industrial union: all the
nurses, orderlies, cafeteria workers, all the
people who work in the hospital in one union.
Several SDS people may want to take summer
jobs in various hospitals, (1) to find out what
it's like, (2) to see if we could get something
going among the people there, and (3) to
put interested workers in touch with the As-
sociation already started at one Boston hos-
pital. Other SDSers will continue working with
the Association.

Labor Il. The UE wants SDS people to take
jobs in unorganized shops. These workers would
be paid of course, and the UE would train
them to be real labor organizers.

Mothers for Adequate Welfare. MAW needs
a good full-ime person, and two others pretty
much full-time plus any part-time volunteers

that are available. This would involve working'
with welfare mothers to fight for their rights,
in the context of a healthy grassroots organi-
zation originally part of the ERAP project.

MAW also needs money to hire community
people who are ready to go on staff; some de-
dicated souls might work for pay and give the
$10 a week they don't need to MAW - they

icould come to MAW meetings and spread

the word to rich community groups to get
additional funds.

Campus: Summer school campuses in the
Boston area are pretty hard to organize, but
it is good to have chapters in order to show'

films; have teach-ins, etc. We could use one
or two people part time (especially if they're
in summer school anyway) to getthis going and
provide a liason to the campus during the
summer school term.

Town Meeting on Vietnam. The activities of
specking and leafletting we already engage
in should be deepened by ongoing contacts
with various groups, especially in the Inner.
City. A trade unionists for Peace commitiee
should be formed with SDS help. The focus
would be International Days of Protest, withan
attempt to involve many more types of people

in actual protest activity than before. This
project could involve 6 or 8 people, one full
time, and it could be accompanied by study

groups for organizers and interested folk. If
there are really as many as 8 organizers:
they could meet frequently to compare notes
about their experiences and try to learn some-
thing from wrong approaches.

Political Activity. There is a definite need:
for peace people to become involved in radical
politics. The issues that concern us must be
linked to community issues, publiced and
brought close-to-home for the GreatWhite Mid-
dle Class. One way to do this is through elec-
toral campaigns. However, the scene is a bit
bleak this year — something must be done on
the grassroots level to educate people so that
a real people's candidate might emerge from
this area in two years. Meanwhile, there are
some halfway decent people running who
deserve our qualified support and who will
pay us to campaign for them.

Radical Education Program. A number of
people have already begun work o n projects
called "The Theory of Imperialism" and"Secial-
ism Communism and Participatory Demo-
cracy”. People who will be in Boston for the

summer should think seriously about under-
taking some research or participating in Free

University workshops. The emphasis in this
type of activity is on small-group, seminar-type
discussion leading to a collectively written pa-

per.

Community School. A group of mothers in
Roxbury is sefting up a community school.
They need a couple of part-time’ helpers for
library building and fund-raising.

All these projects will be tied together by
a committee for the Boston summer project,
composed of representatives from these areas
of activity plus any others it decided to edopt
over the summer. The project committee will
talk over how things are going on the various
projects and how they interrelate. There will
be a projects office with a stoff person or
two (2076 Mass. Ave., 547-5457).-Projects
committee meetings will be open, and hope-
fully people coming to town can drop in on
these and get inspired by reports from the
projects (as opposed to getting turned off by the
horror-show of struggling pluralism).

If you are interested in working on the Boston
summer project, please drop us a line at
the above address and specify the area of
your interest.
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our first fight is here

Ed note: the Following speech was
given at a demonstration in front
of the SRA building in Chicago.
(the SRA is the group which got
the contract for the draft exam).
James Osborn is a resident of
Uptown in Chicago, and a member
of JOIN.

As | was coming to this rally
today, | was wondering how great
it must be to afford fo go to col-
lege, or to be lucky enough to get
into college. | was wondering how
I'd feel if 1 were in college and |
were faking this exam to dodge
the draft. Would | feel sorry for
the people that can't take this
exam, or would | even take this
exam to stay out of Vietnam? It
brings a good question to my
mind: does . middle-class people

ve any feelings for other peo-
pleatall? ~

Middle-class people or people
that's in college have asked me
this question before. Are you af-
raid to fight for your people? My
answer somefimes is given: But
who are my people? | consider
every individual as my brother
and | can't myself, see why |
should kill someone for college
students - that's what itall amounts
to — while they can take one little
exam and if they're intelligent get

out of the whole thing.

But who is to say which one is
really intelligent? Is it a junior

in college or is it a person that
hasn't went to college? Don't get
me wrong. Books are good, but
people are good and great foo.
| have an inspiration to go to
college sometimes, but is college
more important. than people at
this point, of is people more im-
portant than college?

This guy that | know had to go
to Vietnam. He said, "James, the
war is sick. Do we really have to
fight." And then tears came to his
eyes. He said, "I'm notashamed of
being scared. Anyone that says
they're not scared about the
Vietnam situation are sicker than
the war itself. | hope to see you
in a couple of years, James. Or
maybe | won't. And then he shook
my hand and said good-bye. And
that's when | really started thinking
about this college exam. Was the
government really being fair? |
don't think so at all. It's giving
people that are middle class o
way out, but for people like me
and ten thousand others, they
have to go and kill hungry des-
perate people. And that's why |
thing the government isn't fair.

It goes backto whatl said before.

Are you afraid to fight for your
people? But | am fighting now. My
first fight is here, and the fight I'm
fighting is the war on poverty
fight. Poverty in Uptown Chicago
consists of slum buildings, a slum
landlord, the rotten welfare sys-

tem — like how a person has to
be here for a year before they
can get assistance - schools, to
make schoolsdecent, the day labor
agencies --The day labor agencies,
in case people here don't know
what it is, it basically consists of
winos thatdon'thave an education.
Those places hire themfor adollar
and a quarter. They get what re-
mains out of the three dollars and
a quarter. And people says, what
makes winos? Here's one good
example.

We have other things that hap-
pen on Wilson Avenue, that is not
quite poverty, but is like cops beat-
ing your head in with billy clubs.
A friend of mine was drug by the
hair of his head for two blocks
just because a cop slapped a girl
and he took up for her. They
beat him so bad we couldn't rec-
ognize him in the newspapers. |
have been beat by cops also, for
whistlin at a girl.

You're probably wondering how
this fits in, all of what I've talked

about on Wilson Avenue. But are
we fighting in Vietnam to create
another Wilson Avenue?

The war inVietnam isimcompat-
ible with the war on poverty. Peo-
ple say how great the war on
poverty is doing. The fact of the
matter is it's doing so great it
pays an Urban Center director
$22,000 a year, and a person

without an education $4,500. |s
that really getting down to the
grass roofs, or is it taking money
away from some other poor per-
son? That's how great the war on
poverty is doing.

But | think my first fight is here.
Maybe I'm wrong, maybe | should
just forget about the poor and
leave them in the gutter. Why
should the poor have to fight for
the rich? Why should we defend
them?

They have a lot of words for the
war in Vietnam. | want to quote
this from something written by the
Rev. Robert W. Castle, Jr.: "Lord,
they call this thing war — they got
a lot of strange names that they
use when they talk about it, like
bombs, bazookas, F-87's, carriers,
napalm, tanks, machine guns, gen-
erals and privates. The other
words like destruction, starvation,

starvation, corruption, disaster,
mutilation, killing like dead, Lord.
Like Lord. Nobody ain't kiddin me
and | know sure as hell they ain't
kiddin you."

And this: "We got mens with guns
everywhere — in Vietnam, in Ger-
many, France, in Formosa, Dom-
inican Republic, and Watts — are
those guns there to give us free-
dom, or to keep us from having
freedom? | don't know, Lord, do
you know? | guess you knowk and
I guess we all kind a know. You
don't make no freedom, Lord, with
guns. So Lord, | got fo say to you
that this prayer is about getting
some real peace in the world.
It's about ending the war in Viet-
nam. I's about letting people make
thier own decisions." And that's
the way | feel. Why don't we get
the hell out?

In ending this speech I'd like to
say that the college people will
be taking this test all over the
country, and | beg them to just
think about other people fighting
for them. Just ask yourself one
last question, not for me and not
for poor people, butfor one people
who doesn't believe in wars and
his name is God: are you right of
wrong? Thank you very much.

James Osborn

by or for the poor
by carl lorig
(continued from page 2)

| went to the Brenneman school P.T.A. meet-
ing and heard such remarks as, "They accuse
us of having no sympathy for the poor" and
*| could tell you tales about being poor that
would curl your hair* and "This has become
just a clash of personalities.” The funny thing
is my hair is curly. | wonder if that is the rec-
son | personally don't want their sympathy.
| can't wear it or eat it and it won't keep me
warm or even buy me a better education.
About the closh of personalities, | think the
lady was right because some people there
refuse to give us any respect or fry to under-
stand our views. It is just like the War on
Poverty run by the middle class for the "poor”
Why not with the poor. Aren't our ideas any
good. Your social worker knows best. We think
we are adults and as such should be treated
as equals. | personally don't agree with their
ideas. Social workers have tried to rehabili-
tate me for two and ahalfyearsand now have
finally given up. The middle class makes all
the rules. They refuse to accept any of mine.
They won't play if all the rules aren't theirs.
| have decided | could refuse to play tooc.
The middle class don't understand that. It just
isn't done.

to the
c.p., U.Ss.d.

Ed. note: The following letter was sent by Paul
Booth to_Mike Zagarell, Youth Section, Com-
munist Party, USA, in response to the receipt
of six invitations from him for the CP conven-
tion. His infention was for the NO fo dispence
the invitations as we saw fit.

S$.D.S. will not be sending organizational
observers to your convention, although we
thank you for the invitations. However, a num-
ber of SDS leaders have expressed interest
in attending the convention as observers, and
have agreed to report on your meeting to
SDS through our newspaper New Left Notes
and in the other media open to individual
members. These three, then, would attend as
individual observers, and | am returning your
invitations with the suggestion that the following
people receive invitations:

C. Clark Kissinger, 6303 N. Lakewood,
Chicago, Steve Max, 420 Riverside Drive,
New York City, Bob Speck, 1103 East
63rd St., Chicago, Ill. 60637

| may have an additional name or two for
you in the coming days.

Paul R. Booth

in support of mcnamara

Irving, Calif.

Radicals must occasionally recognize the ex-
istence of the government in order actually
to achieve the ends they have been working
for. It is our feeling that Mr. McNamara's
speech in Montreal May 18 is one of those
occasions, and that sds chapters should encour-
age a nationwide massive letter-writing cam-
paign in support of his proposal on the draft.
When the chief of the Pentagon recommends
as government policy a draft program that
sds has been recommending so long already,
it is time to stand behind his proposal and
if necessary forget our pride and pretend it
was his idea. It is probable that the sds pro-
tests, most recently against the Selective Ser-
vice exam, have influenced his decision direc-
tly or indirectly - but who cares whose idea
it was as long as it is made policy? Like
teaching, protest has succeeded when it is no
longer necessary.

Feeling that this is too terribly important
an opportunity to miss, we would like to suggest
that every sds chapter try o get each of its
members and associates to write individual

letters immediately to McNamara, Johnson,
and Senators and Congressmen, expressing
wholehearted support of the proposal, and re-
commending that the Senate study the possi-
bilities of its implementation and thatCongress
vote for it when the draft isupfor reconsidera-
tion in 1967. A deluge of letters from all
over the country is also far more effective
than petitions.

Chapters should also wherever possible con-
tact other peace, civil rights, and civil liberties
groups in their areas and ask them to write
lefters too (or send telegrams), also imme-
diately. Students could also present a request
for letters and telegrams at the school's next
faculty meeting. Signs could be posted on
campus explaining how to address letters to
local representatives and pointing out the
urgency of the campaign since the draft will
be reconsidered by Congress soon. Perhaps
letter-writers should be encouraged to sign
freedom draft cards at the same time; it might

be particularly effective if girls signed them,
indicating a willingness to work for mankind

if young men are given the option of building
not burning. Letter-writing parties could be
held, and chapters with money could provide
the stamps. It is better, though, to send all
letters in separate envelopes, so there will
be a more impressive bulk and more will
be read.

Finals are coming up of course, but certainly
for a decision of such extreme moral impor-
tance, which could be the culmination of the
many many hours sds people have spentwork-
ing on the draft, an hour for letter-writing can
be spared.

We do not, of course, think that other draft
activities should cease; on the contrary, this
is the moment to intensify them. But we do
think that when someone in government has
recognized and approved our position, it is
time for an overwhelming positive response
— partly because it can help get the proposal
made into law, partly to show that we are
not exclusively protesters. We appear perhaps
too often to have only positions against.

SDS-U. of Calif. atIrving

national meeting locations

Ann Arbor, Michigan. Pre-N.C. Conference
on Electoral Politics will also be held in Ann
Arbor, beginning Wed. afternoon of June 15th.
The conference, mostly on a theoretical plane,
will be aimed at developing SDS understanding
of electoral organizing, its goals and its prac-
tice. Several electoral candidates will speak,
and organizers from Committees for Indepen-
dent Political Action and SDS-ERAP community
unions will lead workshop discussions and
will moke general presentations.

The National Council meeting goes from
Friday through Sunday (6-17-19) and will set
the political priorities for summer action, the
educational program in preparation for the
summer convention; the new national secretary

will be chosen at this NC as well.

These meetings will be followed by the New
Politics School organized by the National Con-
ference for New Politics, in the same location.
The School will be a training session in elec-
toral organizing, open to people planning on
working this summer in electoral campaigns.

Travel subsidies will be available for people
attending the New Politics School, and for NC
delegates. This will be done through the region-
al offices, which will arrange transportation.

In Ann Arbor, report in to the VOICE office,
rm. 2534 Student Activities Building, on May-
nard (NO 3-6610).

Lake Minnetonka, Minnesota. The Sixth An-
nual National Convention of SDS will be held
for five days at the very end of August (pre-

cise dates not yet selected) at the Minnesota
Summerhill Community School, on Spray Is-
land in Lake Minnetonka. Spray Island is
reached from the Spring Park Landing on the
Lake, within half an hour commuting distance
from the bus and train stations in Minneapolis.

The convention is the policy-making meeting
of SDS. This convention will adopt a statement
of the organization's political perspective. All
members are urged to participate in the Con-
vention. Past practice has awarded two votes
at the convention to elected chapter delegates;
chapters are entitled to elect one chapter dele-
gate for each five members. Delegate selections
should be sent by the chapters to the national
office to establish credentials.




by Ed Hamlett

Pensacola Beach, Fla.-A bunch of
white folks from New Orleans,
Nashville, and Ala. are here to
talk about white community or-
ganizing. The informal meeting
was called by people in New Or-
leans who gave up their apart-
ments to black folks for a weekend
meeting to talk about Black Con-
siousness.

| said BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS,
not BELOVED COMMUNITY. Move-
ment people in the South don't
talk about the latter so much any-
more. They're less idealistic(some
would say less naive) than they
used to be. The reasons for the
dampening of idealism are not
difficult to discover: Some restaur-
ants open to middle-class Negroes
(lower-class white places remain
off-limits); Afew hundredthousand
newly registered voters—with the
same old "Segs" running and win-
ning; a few thousand Negro kids
in previously all-white schools--
learning about the blessings of
the white man's civilization, white
history, and white accomplish-
ments; and the vast majority of
the other Negro kids in all-black,
still i-nferior, white-controlled
schools—-and they learn about the
white man too, in many cases
from textbooks discarded by whites
years ago.

THE MOVEMENT'S
BELOVED COMMUNITY

But, you protest, the Beloved Com-
munity was to have been built
first within the Movement, if not
immediately in the larger society.

So what about that "band of bro-
thers and circle of trusi?" The Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (Snick), which is what
I'm talking about mainly, has al-
ways had whites on its staff. They
were there, initially, for at least
two reasons: 1) To demonstrate
in the South that whites and Ne-
groes could work together under
any circumstances to build the

'Beloved Community”; and 2) To
utilize their vitally needed skills
and labor. The first two whites
were from the South; soon nor-
thern Negroes and whites came
in to work. In early days there
was a good deal of talk about
and feeling for the Beloved Com-
munity, which, everyone hoped,
was being built. Victories came
frequently.

ONE THOUSAND WHITE YANKS
In the fall of 1963 it was dis-
covered in the Freedom Vote cam-
paign in Mississippi that the pres-
ence of northern whites in fairly
large numbers brought protection
to the work from the federal gov-
ernment, that it had never given
to black workers. Additionally, be-
cause Snick had all but deserted
its early black campus base. Ne-
groes could not be recruited in
sufficient numbers to meet the
projected personnel needs for the
work in voter registration, free-
dom schools and general comm-
unity organizing. Thus, the call
went out for 1,000 northern vol-
unteers to help open up Missis-
sippi in the summer of 1964. By
the previous spring many local
Negroes had begun to carry on
organizations—doing mimeo--
graphing, typing, and leg work.

And then the volunteers came.
They were more "efficient' in al-
most every way. They meantwell;
they tried hard; they had been
invited to come; but some of the
hosts soon had second thoughts.

BENEFIT OF LIABILITY?

Nevertheless, most of those in-
volved will admit thot that the
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black consciousness

volunteers were instrumental in
helping to secure the basic rights
of blacks to organize, picket and
vote. But the "flood" of whites pro-
duced serious problems. It tookal-
most a year for local participation
in daily work to be built up again.

Antagonisms between local, black
staff and white volunteers pro-
duced psychological damage to
some in both groups that was
slow to mend, if at all. Whether
the above advances could have
been accomplished by blacks al-
one, thus avoiding the liabilities
of white participation, is aquestion
which can never be answered.

| stated earlier that there were
initialy two primary reasons for

service by training local people
to perform them.

If these reasons for white involve-

ment are no longer important,

what about the other, past justifi-

cations? Many blacks say thatthere
are absolutely none; in fact, some

say that for whitesto remain would
be exiremely detrimental. And

here we must look at the question

of Black Consciousness, and what
itis.

Blacks, all blacks, must be aware
that they are notinferior towhites.
They must know that black people
have made significant contribu-
tions to world civilization over the
centuries, including here in the
United States. It is their being
aware that whites, in many cases,

County, Alabama must be disab-
used of the beliefthat Mr Calhoun,

the recentblack candidate for sher-
iff who lost in spite of the fact
that Negroes outvoted whites by
a huge majority, can do as good
a job as sheriff asthe white
man that the Negroes putin office,
and maybe better. Many blacks
assert that this will not happen if
whites continue to help to do the
organizing, the research, and all
the other things.

It is increasingly -contended that
the very presence of whites has a
very serious intimidating effect on
the masses of black people. Be-
cause they have been taught it all
their lives, many continue to be-

White civil rights workers throughoutthe South
are now navigating difficult currents in their
journey home. On one side of their frail
craft lies the Scylla of Black Consciousness
(see article in this newsletter), with the impli-
cation that whites cannot continue their present
role in the Negro freedom movement; on the
other side lies the stark statistical Charybdis
of the Alabama Democratic primary, in which
at most 3% of all whites voting chose Rich-
mond Flowers, despite the fact that he was
the only candidate who offered a platform
geared fo the interests of the poor.

The only existing Southern organizing project
involving whites is the Southern Mountain Pro-
ject of the Southern Conference Educational
Fund (SCEF). The SMP will attempt to build
an interracial movement of the poor, using an
integrated staff to organize around permanent
vnemployment pay, better medical care, ef-
fective anti-poverty programs and more res-
ponsive elected officials. Their East Tennessee
based experimental project has been in oper-
ation since last June, chiefly familiarizing the
community with them and vice versa. It is
still too early to judge its potentiality.

While accepting the basic SMP program most
civil rights workers are inclined to believe
that, evendisregarding the importance of build-
ing black consciousness, initial interracial or-
ganization is an Achilles Heel which foredooms
the project to failure.

Some find the siren song of rural white or-
ganizing most enticing, and would like to be-
gin in one ofthe poorer counties of Appalachia,
either in Kentucky or East Tennessee. Others
favor initiating a project in a Border State
city, such as Louisville, Wheeling or St. Louis,
with the idea that knowledge and Deep South
migrants found there would make eventual
organizing further South more fruitful (a sort
of human Trojan Horse technique).

white organizing:
new odyessy

Those with personal experience cite obstacles
beyond the racial question which make white
organizing more difficult than work in black
communities. Poor whites, particularly in rural
areas, are extremely suspicious of outsiders.
Also, despite their oppression, they tend to
identify more strongly than Negroes with the
existing community leadership, making it more
difficult for them to perceive the broad pai-
terns of exploitation and build a competing
organization. In the Negro community the
clergy has often been important in beginning
movement groups; this would be unlikely in
a white community. For these reasons an
urban community, where rural in-migrantsare
themselves strangers, socially dislocated and
unrelated to local power elements, seems a
more likely starting point.

The actual location of a project will probably
be determined by the proclivities of the or-
ganizers. At its April Conference, SSOC voted
to support a white community project whose
organizers seem capable and committed, with-
out specifying location. Even Alabama and
Mississippi were not excluded, since SSOC
sees, as Odysseus with the Cyclops that in
the land of the one-eyed the two-eyed is king.
Two young men who have worked with SNCC
in Alabama have expressed a desire to be-
gin a project, but neither can commit him-
self for longer than 3 months and SSOC is
attempting to find someone who could begin
with them and continue the project for at least
a year, with the (If you are interested please
write immediately).

In any event, it looks like a long trip and
young Southern white activists are presently
hesitant to attest that any Penelopesare eager-
ly waiting to welcome them.

For more information, application blanks,
etc. contact: SSOC, Box 6403, Nashville, Tenn.

white participation in SNCC. 1) To
demonstrate thatblacks and whites
can work together to build the Be-
loved Community; and, 2) To se-
cure the needed skills. It is now
clear to most people in the South
that the first is true. With regardto
the second, the vital functions of
typing, printing, and research can

e done, and in many cases now
are being done, by Negroes. It

is agreed that those whites who
are still performing these tasks
can do the Movement a valuable

are bad judges of the value of
these contributions. Itistheirbeing
conscious that even the English
language is, at times, inherently
inadequate for describing Africans
or Afro-Americans, their acheive-
ments and culture. (Check Roget's
Thesaurus for synonymsfor "black’
then look at those for "white.")
And it is more. Itisnotonly having
facts and knowledge about history,
and sociological statistics, etc.; itis
also believing and feelinginone's
GUTS that they are true. For ex-
ample, the Negroes in Wilcox

lieve that " if you're black, stay
back" and that "white is right."
Thus many black people have de-
veloped the habit of setting the
whites take the initiative. So mil-
itant blacks want to remove this
impediment. "Let whitey do it" is
saved for white organizing and
fighting in Vietnam.

If you do not readily take to this
line of reasoning, as | did not,
you are offered other compelling
arguments for confining your work
to the white community. Let me
state three more that | know.

WHAT WHITES CAN DO

1) There is much talk by whites
about an interracial movment of
the poor. But there is no move-
ment of poor whites with whom
the thousands of oganized Neg-

roes amy ally themselves. Most
blacks in the Movement realize
that poor Negroes need allies, and
that over and above the questions
of black consciousness and unity,
there must be class unity. But
they question whether poor whites,
who do thedirty work of bombing
and beating, can be organized.
None of us whites are demon-
strating to them that they are
wrong; but we are agreed that
whites must do it. (Many Negroes
argue that disaffected middleclass
whites have been taking the easy
route and escaping to the black
community.)

2) There is also the problem of
racism in Americawhich pervades
all classes of whites. That is must
be eliminated is obviously. This
means that whites too must be
made conscious of Negro history,
African contributions to man's cul-
ture, and all the other things dis-
cussed above. The implications of
this taskfor our educational system

at all levels are far reaching.

Furthermore, those of uswhocher-
ish the idea of an integrated so-
ciety, whether we be white or Ne-
gro, must ask ourselves if it is
integration or assimilation thatwe
are about at present. If it is the
latter, and I thinkitis, then perhaps
we must wait for real integration.
The whole discussion ofintegration
has to do with absorption, notwith
sharing. This must stop!

3) The Blacks who say that the war
in Vietnam is a racist, whiteman's
war assert that whites must end
it. A corollary of this is that they
will admit of no responsibility for
participation in the Peace Move-
ment as such.

some serious quesfions

In the last analysis, | must admit
that | have serious questions about

much of what | have triedto relate '

in the above. When | heard about
the recent all-black meeting in
New Orleans, | was not hald joking
when | suggested that we whites
must hold "sit-ins' at the affair
to protest and "obviously unjust
situatio," The injustice is not so
obvious to me now. Furthermore,
it must be imphasized that many,
many in Snick and in the comm-
unity do not hold with all or even
part of these views. Others accept
them as a temporary tactic, some
as a long-range strategy.

There are several questions, some
implicit in this paper, which | am
not prepared to deal with at this
time, but which must be answered
soon:

1) Who is "black"? Those advoca-

ting Black consciousness now ac- -

cept the white definition. Is Ralph
Bunche "black"?
2) How can blacks be unified so
that BG can be develiped in such
a "white" land?

3) Is there danger of an ideology
of Black Superiority developing
from this?
4) Where is the "Beloved Com-
munity"?

Much rough road will be traveled
in the thrashing out of this whole
thing in the South. The Northern
Student Movement was at this
point two years. ago. It is now
all black with many white friends.
SNCC and other viable parts of
the southern black Movement ap-
pear to be heading in the same
direction. Wailing and gnashing of
teeth is senseless. What is needed
is a serious attempt ot understan-
ding and openness; and much work
in the white community.
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IMPORTANT!

Summer Addresses Needed

SEND US YOUR SUMMER ADDRESS NOW!

SUMMER ADDRESS PERMANENT ADDRESS

NAME NAME

STREET NO. STREET NO.

CITY & CITY &
STATE STATE

ZIP CODE (P.O. Requires Zip Code on all  ZIP CODE
2nd Class mailing)

SUMMER ADDRESS CHANGE

FROM , 1966 TO , 1966 CHECK BOX IF PERMANENT CHANGE

if you aren’t paid up, pay your dues now!

National SDS dues are $4, $1 of which goes for New Left Notes. Non-member subscriptions are $5,

NEW LEFT NOTES

Application to mail

1103 E. 63rd

. : at Second Class pos-
Chicago, I11. 60637 tage rates pendirlljg
Return Requested in Chicago, Ill.

J. Walton senterfitt

2115 5 S¢., NW
. 20008
Washingto™’




