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by Aep. Frunk Thompson, A [d., A/J-_)

Contsress, auitonss, awd CRisES : The Qemocratic Study

In our times, the growing im-
portance of political issues, the
serious and frequently desperate
urgency of political life, have
been met with seemingly greater pub~
lic apathy and unconcern about pol-
itics., In part this results from
a feeling of ignorance, a sense
that issues and events are far too
complex and technical to be under-
stood,

Partly, this is obviously well-
founded: there is no minimizing the
fact that the most important issues
of the day are too complex and too
interrelated to be understood, let
alone solved, without serious and
continuing interest and study. But
in their efforts to inform the pub-
lic, active politicians are hamper-
ed by a second source of public
"apathy": a feeling that nothing
the individual citizen does or
thinks matters, and that our in-
stitutions are a conspiracy to
frustrate rather than advance the
major aims and hopes of the citi-
zen himself, Such a belief para-
lyses our efforts to inform the
public because it creates a prior
conviction that it is not worth the
trouble to become informed. Again,
there is no underestimating the
problem; it is troublesome to ob-
tain and keep even a minimal poli-
tical understanding, especially in
a period when the half-informed ci-
tizen may be worse than one not in-
formed at all. A little knowledge
did not stop being a dangerous
thing with Pope'Sodes: it has be-
come moreso in an age of mass
destruction weapons and a revo-
lution of expectations the world
over,

Indeed, it is often the half-
informed who contribute to, if they
do not create, the widespread be-
lief that politics is something in
which the citizen is best off when
least involved. Congressmen are
perhaps most aware and most resent-
ful of this fact, for Congress is

Jrop
the favorite "whipping boy" of the
half-informed. Seeking to locate
a source for the problems and dis-
appointments that America and Amer-
icans confront in their political
life, political cartoonists, fea-
ture writers and professional mud-
slingers seem irtent to paint the
worst possible caricature of Con-
gress as an unholy collection of
grasping, evil and lazy parasites
intent on thwarting the public in-
terest.

Yet even the best-intentioned
reporters and commentators tend to
show Americans an entirely negative
view of Congress. Congress makes
headlines when it kills a Presiden-
tial reorgahization plan; when 75
members are found to have relatives
on their payroll or another is
accused of a "conflict of interest"
or the use of counterpart funds on
oversea investigations; when the
Rules Committee pigeonholes an im-
portant bill; and so on.

Of course, all these things
have happened. But there is an-
other side of Congress which does
not make headlines: the diligent
work of a subcommittee seeking to
draft a Youth Employment bill that
can command a majority, or the po-~
sitive work being done on bills to
help solve urban traffic problems,
to protect the public from untested
drugs, to safeguard the right to
vote of racial minorities and to
streamline the organization of Con-
gress itself to meet present day
needs and challenges,

In a large measure, Congress
is misunderstood because so much
of its activity is not dramatic and
does not make natural headlines.

It is easy enough for European ob-
servers like Bertrand de Jouvenel
or the late Harold Laski to make
favorable, if judicious, references
to the American Congress in works
of political theory; it is another
to pay similar tributes on the
front page of a daily or in a fif-
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teen minute newscast. Yet it is
still surprising that so many 1ib-
erals, who would scorn the "mass
media" on a hundred different is-
sues, so readily accept the view
those media present of the nation-
al legislature.

Of course, no one claims that
Congress is a perfect institution.
Yet it is an extraordinary fact
that we fail to recognize, des-
pite, for example, the increasing
research in legislative politics of
political scientists,that Congress
is largely a reflection of our-
selves, representing the diverse
and conflicting interests and
points of view in a complex so-
ciety. In large measure, Congress
may be criticized only insofar as
we are willing to criticize our-
selves for our failure to elect
more responsible and more dedicated
people to represent us.

That lack of party responsibil-
ity contributes to the inability of
leaders to carry out pledges made
to the electorate on a national
level is a text-book truism which
Professor James Burns has recent-
ly documented in his book, The
Deadlock of Democracy: Four Party
Politics in America., For 25 years
"the coalition", the combined
strength of the Dixiecrats and the
vast majority of Republicans, has
dominated the Congress with a con-
servative bloc of votes highly co-
hesive and organized even when they
lacked a majority of total seats.
Even when beaten on such recent
bills as the Housing Act, the Area
Redevelopment Act, the Accelerated
Public Works Act, and the fight to
curb the abuses of the House Rules
Committee, it has taken its toll in
watering down the legislation or in
cutting back funds to implement the
programs through its control of the
conservative-stacked House Appro-
priations Committee, Indeed, a
close analysis suggests that the
key programs advanced by the
Kennedy administration can count on
support of no more than 190-200 of

the 257 nominally Democratic mem-
bers of the House and can only be
carried with the support of 20-30
Republicans. Nor need anyone be

told that the strategic position of
the coalition, with its control of
key chairmanships such as those of
the House Rules or the Senate Judi-
ciary and Finance Committees far out-
weighs its numerical strength alone.

The tactics of the coalition
emphasize ingenious maneuvers to
prevent legislation from coming to
a vote at all., This would be by far
the safest course even if the coali-
tion had a Congressional majority.
One never knows what may happen to
legislation on the floor, but there
is no danger of its passing So long
as it remains safely in committee.
Moreover, some of the measures them-
selves popular among the constitu-
ents of coalition members are "bot-
tled up", by Republicans to avoid
opposing measures openly which many
of their constituents favor, by
Dixiecrats to perpetuate the sense
of political disinterest which--
along with restrictions of the suf-
frage--guarantees them seemingly
perennial reelection.,

Prof. Herbert McClosky has demon-
strated that Republican voters agree
more with Democratic leaders on most
issues than with their own. So also
Prof. V.0. Key has recently pointed
out that Southern opinion is as
"liberal", the race question aside,
as opinion in the North, and that
Southern conservatives tend to be
kept in power by extremely low par-
ticipation among the Southern lower
classes, whether white or Negro.

It is hard enough to explain
why a nominally Democratic Congress
fails to enact liberal legislation,
It is next to impossible to illus-
trate the subtle tactics of "Judge"
Smith of Virginia or the Republican
leadership which thwart the efforts
of the Democratic leadership to ad-
vance and schedule legislation that
is part of the President's program.

Indeed, such maneuvers are even
confusing to Members who live with
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the problem and are sensitive to
the technical subtleties of the
situation. This merely emphasi-
zes a fact: whatever the general
validity of Michels' notion of the
"iron law of oligarchy" in a large
and somewhat unwieldy body like the
House of Representatives, organiza-
tion, planning and cohesion are ne-
cessary for any opinions to make
themselves felt,

For years, liberal Democrats
labored at a disadvantage in this
respect, Coming from marginal dis-
tricts they often lacked exper-
ience--especially after the GOP
sweep in 1946 defeated many of the
remaining New Deal veterans, They
were often disorganized and confus-
ed in the face of coalition finesse,
And they were almost always people
of strong personal convictions and
independence who would have been
hard to organize in any case, The
elected leaders of the party, such
as the beloved Speaker Sam Rayburn
and his successor John McCormack
were confronted with the almost im-
possible task of both managing the
House and preserving the tenuous
links of loyalty that held and hold
together the rival Democratic fac-
tions. The late Clam Miller's Mem-
ber of the House suggests that the
party caucus seldom meets to pre-
vent an open and perhaps final
break in the party; certainly some
such fears were connected to the
failure of the House to adopt the
"Policy Committees" for each party
recommended by the Legislative Re-
organization Act of 1946 (which
were adopted by the Senate,

Years of such frustration pro-
duced sporadic efforts to mobilize
liberal strength on major legisla-
tion to counteract the powerful ne-
gative force generated by the con-
servative coalition., Such was the
ad hoc "organization" formed by
Congressional liberals in 1946 to
push for enactment of the Employ-
ment Act of 1946, Stephen K. Bai-
ley describes this successful fight
for the establishment of a national

full employment policy in his book,
Congress Makes a Law. Other simi-
lar loose-knit groupings of liberal
for specific legislative fights
took place in the next decade, but
were often disorganized and inef-
fective, Once the objective had
been achieved the "organization"
dissolved and Congressional liberal
once more went their merry, confuse
and un-coordinated way.

It is hard to see why the les-
son proved so hard for liberals to
learn. Years before, an organized
group of "insurgent republicans"
led by then Congressman ueorge Nor-
ris of Nebraska, had been able to
divest "Uncle" Joe Cannon of the
"czar-like" powers which the Speak-
er had held since the mid-1880's.
Yet that lesson, too, had been ig-
nored., One reason might have been
the feeling among liberals that org
anized action was "logrolling" and
not quite respectable., A more powe
ful reason was that Democrats had
become accustomed to strong Presi-
dential leadership and initiatdive
under Roosevelt and Truman.

In any event, it was only in
1957 that eighty liberal Democratic
Members of the House drafted a stat
ment of broad legislative objective:
to be advanced by common action
throughout the session, veering awa;
from ad hoc unity on single measures
While Eisenhower had been re-electec
in 1956, he had failed to carry with
him the control of either House. 4
similar situation had not occured in
over one hundred years. It was in-
cumbent on the Democrats, therefore,
to advance a legislative program, ir
that the President's triumph was ob-
viously personal.,

A statement of legislative ob-
jectives, the "McCarthy Manifesto"

named after Rep. Eugene McCarthy
- now Senator - of Minnesota), beca
known on Capitol Hill, as the Con-

gressman took the leadership in or-
ganizing the liberal movement in th
House. Throughout the remaining tw
years of the 85th Congress, House

liberals began informal organizatio:
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There was no paid staff; staff work
was volunteered by office personnel
of key Members of the group. Yet
some research was undertaken, an in-
formal whip system was established
to zlert Members to important votes
on the floor, and strategy meetings
were held among group leaders to
maximize liberals' effectiveness in
floor fights over major legislation.
However, there was no formal leader-
ship in the group, no organization
structure, and little long-range
planning,

While results of this initial
effort fell short in terms of the
magnitude of the job to be done, it
was, nevertheless, an important
step forward.,

An upsurge in liberal Democra-
tic strength after the 1958 election
was followed by a series of legis-
lative reverses in the first session
of the 86th Congress as the Dixie-
crat-Republican coalition tightened
its hold on key legislative arteries.
Enactment of the anti-labor Landrum-
Griffin Act, a smashing coalition
victory, convinced liberal forces of
the need for altering the organiza-
tional framework if anything pro-
ductive was to come from the crucial
Presidential-election year Congress.
Those of us facing difficult fights
in the 1960 election needed a way
to dramatize the basic issues to
demonstrate differences between the
approaches of the two parties.

Shortly before. adjournment of
the 1959 legislative session, Rep.
Lee Metcalf, now Senator, from
Montana, invited about 100 liberal
Democratic Members to a meeting to
discuss the failures of the session
and to explore ways in which more
effective action could be taken in
the important 1960 session. Met-
calf had been active in the original
McCarthy group two years earlier
and was a member of the powerful
Ways and Means Committee,

Members attending the meeting
agreed on the need for general re-
organization and chose a committee
headed by Representative Sisk of

California to devise such an organ-
izational format. A modified plan
was adopted in subsequent weeks. Thus
the "Democratic Study Group" came
into being, with Metcalf as Chairman,
and regional vice-chairmen elected
by membsrs of their regions. They
included such seasoned legislators
as Fogarty of Rhode Island, Multer
of New York, Green of Pennsylvania,
Yates of Illinois, Blatnik of Min-
nesota, and Roosevelt of California.
I had the honor of being elected
Secretary of the DSG, the major func-
tion being toi create a liberal Dem-
ocratic whip system to keep our
Members informed and to alert them
to key votes being brought to the
floor. .

By the beginning of the session
we had assembled a small staff to
prepare research material, and had
recruited one hundred twenty-five
liberal Democratic Members from
thirty States. A meeting of the
group in January, 1960, chose eight
specific legislative objectives on
which to concentrate, voted a dues
schedule to meet expenses, and or-
ganized a task force of Membe?s to
work in each of the eight legisla-
tive areas, and began work on the
first target: passage of the Civil
Rights Bill to provide new guaran-
teés of voting rights regardless of
race.

From the very beginning--both
publicly and privately--it was made
clear that the DSG was not chal-
lenging the elected Democratic lea-
dership. Instead the agreed upon
purposes of the DSG were emphasized
at every opportunity--(1) to imple-
ment the legislative gads of the
Democratic platform; %2) to drama-
tize 1960 election issues; and (3)
to assist the Democratic leadership
in the struggle against the Dixie-
crat-Republican coalition.

After successful enactment of
the Civil Rights Bill, coordinated
DSG action blocked an Eisenhower
Administration bill that would have
hiked the interest rate ceiling on
long-term government bonds after
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the bill had been approved by the
Dixiecrat-Republican forces on the
House Ways and Means Committee.
This victory alone has saved sever-
al billion dollars in interest on
the national debt over a period of
years.

This victory was followed by a
strategic maneuver to force the
Area Redevelopment bill into the
House floor for a vote after it had
been pigeonholed by the coalition-
controlled Rules Committee.,

The bill was passed by the suc-
cessful use of the Calendar Wednes-
day rule--the first time the rule
had been used on a majarbill in ten
years. President Eisenhower later
vetoed the bill to aid depressed
economic areas and the issue be-
came a major faétor in Senator Ken-
nedy's campaign later in the year,
The measure was subsequently enact-
ed during the first year of the
Kennedy Administration.

The first major Federal Aid to
Education bill was passed by the
House the following month when DSG
forces threatened amother Calendar
Wednesday showdown. The Rules
Committe reversed its stand and
quickly sent the bill to the House
floor.

DSG activity in several other
chosen legislative battles also
produced encouraging results. For
the first time liberals were work-
ing together on a sustained basis
toward a set of mutually agreed u-
pon legislative objectives, The
overall results were in sharp con-
trast to the dismal 1959 session.
That year the coalition won 10 of
11 showdown votes on major legisla-
tion. But in 1960, ,DSG teamwork
and organization helped to defeat
the coalition on 12 of 19 key roll
calls., There were also setbacks
such as the loss of the minimum
wage and farm bills, and the omni-
bus housing bill that was blocked
by the coalition in the Rules Com-
mittee, :

Congressman Chat Holifield of
California was elected to succeed

Metcalf as DSG Chairman in the sum-
mer of 1960, Research work was begun
on compaign material for the use of
DSG Members and Democratic candi-
dates running against Republicanin-
cumbents. The staff was increased
by the addition of several student
interns. DSG campaign efforts were
carefully coordinated with those of
official party groups like the De-
mocratic National Committee, and
the House and Senate Campaign Com-
mittee so as to avoid duplication
of time and materials.

The election of Senator Kennedy
and a Democratic Congress in Novem-
ber was the signal for launching of
a DSG campaign to curb abuses of
the House Rules Committee., Unless
the Dixiecrat-Republicanhold on the
Committee could be broken, chances
for successful enactment of the new
Democratic President's legislative
program would be virtually nil,
Working closely with Speaker Rayburn
and the elected Democratic leader-
ship, DSG leaders and Members play-
ed a major role in the fight to en-
large the Rules Committee to assure
a Democratic majority to clear major
Administration measures for debate.

The cliff-hanging 217-212 vote
came late in January 1961. It was
a crushing blow to the Dixiecrat-
Republican coalition. The tempor-
ary increase in the Rules Committee
membership from 12 to 15 during the
87th Congress was a major victory
for Administration Democrats in the
House, even though this reform did
not go as far as the DSG had urged.

During the two years of the new
Congress, DSG modified its basic
role to adjust to Democratic Presi-
dential leadership. Instead of for-
mulating its own legislative pro-
gram, it rallied behind Administra-
tion bills in familiar fields such
as housing, area redevelopment, mi-
nimum wages, education, and other
basic issues.

Increased emphasis was placed
on research activities for Members
and their staff. Meetings with
Administration Cabinet officiale



were arranged to discuss the details
of upcoming legislation of interest
to DSG Members. The DSG whip sys-
tem was streamlined and the DSG
staff was expanded and moved to its
own office. Chairman Holifield was
re-eclected to a second term, The
basic organizational structure was
streamlined in 1962, An Executive
Committee of eight was established,
a position of Vice Chairman-at-large
was created, ard the number of re-
gional vice chairmen reduced from
six to three. Standing committees
for research and program activities
were set up., Congressman John Blat-
nik of Minnesota was elected Chair-
man in July 1962 and re-elected for
a two year term this year, hence-
forth to run concurrently with the
life of the Congress.

DSG campaign activities in the
abbreviated 1962 campaign were ex-
panded. Special campaign materials
were supplied to our Members and to
Democratic candidates throughout the
country. Domocrats held their own
in the election. The historic off-
year election losses to the party
in power were the smallest since
1934, DSG orientation seminars for
the 36 newly-elected Democratic Con-
gressmen were organized in January,
1963 and proved highly successful,
DSG forces again played a key role
in making permanent the enlarged
Rules Committee, cooperating with
Speaker McCormack in the same
fashion as had been the case with
the late Speaker Rayburn.

Yét so very much remains undone
and so many problems which desper-
ately need public action have barely
reached the stage of public discus-
sion, If we feel pride in the
record the DSG has made, if we feel
obliged to correct the prevailing
view that "nothing can be done", or
the wholly negative image of Con-
gress which is now so fashionable,
we are also aware of what the DSG
cannot do and the limitations that
the present Congress imposes on li-
beral action,

Among other limitations, the
DSG cannot by its very nature, en-

gage in extensive publicity. Its
task is inside Congress and given
the magnitude of that task it would
not only be time wasted, but time
irresponsibly wasted, for it to
attempt much else.

But a few more liberal Democrats -
would make a great deal of differ-
ence on a great many of the issues
we confront, as would a clear man-
date for the President and Congres- ,
sional liberal Democrats in 1964,

So too would a public increasingly
aware of both the grim necessities
and the exciting possibilities that
confront the United States in the
present crisis., And for all of
these we must rely on the support
of those "activists",student and
non-student who share the belief of
the members of the DSG that even in
the darkest despair that our times
can generate, there can still be
hope and courage among men of good
will who can cherish men's humanity.
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RELIGIOUS PRESUPPOSITIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION) 4y &.CHREY MMedlilLIAMS

The last few
rectly religious

years have seen di-
issues involved in
political debate to an almost unpre-
cedented degree. The election of
1960, proposals for aid to educa-
tion, and most of all, such deci-
sions of the Supreme Court as Engel
vs. Vitale have all intensified the
open or covert discussion of the po-
sition of religion in the American
Constitutional and political system.
If the Supreme Court has serenely
applied an ever-sharper line of de-
marcation between religion and the
state, a growing chorus of sincere,
if not always enlightened, voices
has called for religious education,
and for public acknowledgement of
the role of the Divine in national
life. It would be mistaken and pre-
sumptuous to identify this wide-
spread concern with ignorance or
fanaticism. To be sure, the advo-
cate of religious education is
likely to be guilty of defective
reasoning or even repellent politi-
cal premises. But traditional demo-
cratic theorists argued, with
Jefferson, that the public might err
in its reasons and be right in its
sentiments. Democracy is based on
the assumption that the individual
who wears the shoe need not be a
shoemaker to know when his foot-
wear pinches.

The demand for increasing gov-
ernmental support of religion may
be based on a sounder fundamental
understanding of contemporary so-
ciety and its needs than is charac-
teristic of the Supreme Court or its
apologists. This demand is, I be-
lieve based on the perception of an
imbalance in our national life which
imperils the meaning of the First
Amendment itself.

The First Amendment clause pro-
hibiting laws "respecting an esta-
blishment of religion " is by no
means unambiguous. But whatever
else it implies, it does insist that
the dead hand of uniformity, of mo-
nolithic metaphysical and ethical

systems, is to be resisted .n the
American system. Professur Smylie
in his recent reply to Bishop Pike
(Christian Century,31 October, 1962)
has argued that the record is not
clear as to the "intent" of the
Framers. Perhaps not, nor would
such & lack of clarity be surprising.
The Framers never forgot what we
tend to overlook—-that they were not
"founders". The Constitutional
order was "founded" by the support
of the people through the states,
and this was nowhere more signifi-
cant than in the debates regardine
religion. The Deistic and rational-
istic views that obtained in the
circles of the political and intel-
lectual elite found small support in
the country. Hamilton was irreli-
gious personally, but the chief bul-
wark of his party was the established
Congregational clergv of New England.
Jefferson may have been inclined to
Deism but his "yeoman farmers" found
more appealing doctrines in the e-
vangelism of the "Great Awakening".
The curious phrasing that finally
found its way into the First Amend-
ment, no law "respecting" a reli-
gious establishment, suggests "nei-
ther to establish nor to prohibit
the establishment." Pertly, .of
course, this was to protect esta-
blished churches in the states,
which did not finally disappear un-
til the 1820's. If this were all,
we might consider the clapuse today
as simply prohibiting an "establish-
ment." I would suggest, however,
that it implies something more--
that "no law respecting an esta-
blishment" is meant to exclude an
established secularism as much as 1t
is meant to prohibit.an established
sect or denomination.

Oftentimes we are deluded by the
negative phrases of the Constitution.
The Enlightenment tended to create
the impression that, if unencumbered
by governmental regulation, freedom
will take care of itself. Attention
centered on those governmental acts
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which were taken to have restricted
"freedom". But the negative declar-
ations should not be taken as mere
negations: They also imply the con-
viction that the state has an inter-
est in freedom of speech, press and
in the diversity of belief. Madi--
son's Federalist #10 argued that
government exists to "conserve" the
diverse faculties of men; in an area
where the dogmas of the age did not
inhibit their perception the Framers
gave Congress the power to encourage
inventions by the granting of pa=
tents. Yet this last provision is
the same as the grand negatives of
the First Amendment in its sugges—
tion that the diverse products of
free and creative minds are of in-
terest to the state.

We ought, by this time, to have
discovered that removing prohibi=
tions does not guarantee freedom.
The escape from religious unifor-
mity has not led to diversity. It
has led inexorably toward another
form of uniformity--the sterile
bureaucratic metaphysic of contem—
porary American life. The goals of
the Framers have not been forwarded
by their policies. Yet surely the
Constitution is not to be taken as
limited by the errors of 18th cen-
tury political science. The Consti-
tution, Justice Holmes said, "does
not enact Mr. Herbert Spencer's
Social Statics." Nor, one might
add, does it enact the Collected
Writings of Holbach or Helvetius or
even Thomas Paine's The Age of Rea-
son, The Enlightenment theorists
assumed that man is "born free" and
only enslaved by force and fraud.
But even that theory suggests that
man's "inborn" freedom is menaced by
his tendency to submit to force and
to be deluded by fraud--that courage
and intelligence are needed if man
is to be free. We might contend
that public education can provide
the intelligence; it is difficult
to -contend that'it can produce cour-
age. In fact, in this age of con=
formity it would be difficult to
discover what does do so. Ulti-

-mately, our experience with man's

tendency to "escape from freedom"
suggests the need for a sphere of
values which stand in judgement

over life and time, that give man
the power to resist the tyranny of
his own pettiness, his willingness
to submit to indignities or to be-
lieve monstrosities in the interest
of advancing his material success oOr
of preserving his life.

While it may be a textbook truism
that the American system presupposes
a "separation of church and state,"
that phrase tells little in itself.
It implies nothing more than that the
organization of the church is inde-
pendent from that of the state. In
any reasonable definition, such a
"separation" was characteristic of
the Medieval separation of the church
from state control. At the very
least, separation implies a recipro-
cal influence of state and church on
each other, both acting from posi-
tions of independence and relatively
equality. It hardly applies the
principle that "religion" is separa-
ble from "politics." The principle
is unsound in terms of social sci-
ence-—— for religion involves values,
and values, in their turn, influence
and are influenced by behavior. It
is, if I judge correctly, not much
better as theology. "Render unto
Caesar" is almost as ambiguous a

. phrase as the religion clause of the

First Amendment. Early Christianity
seems to have been quite aware that
belief is .at least in part a function
of cammunity, and that a right rela-
tion of man to man is inextricably
involved in any right relation to God.
The history of the American church

has not been a history of "separa-
tion" from the state but of an in-
creasing subordination to it. This,

I take it, has been a truism of Amer-
ican religious life ever since Tocque-
ville pointed out the strangely Jack-
sonian posture that even the God of
Roman Catholicism had taken in Ameri-
ca. To some degree this may have becn
healthy, but it hardly provides &an
answer to the dilemma provided the
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new American "Establishment"--the
monolithic ethics of mass industrial
society.

The new concern of the public
for the support of religion derives
directly from this area of need in
our political and social life: the
necessity of a balance between
spiritual and temporal and a
strengthened and expanded diversity
of systems of belief. But if its
sense of needs has been sure, the
public's choice of measures has not
been happy.

Direct state interference in re-
ligion does not so much raise the
danger of a particular religious
doctrine being forced on the unwil-
ling dissenter. A far greater dan-
ger is that the state would accept
or direct only that vapid belief in
belief that characterises the Amer-
ican religious consciousness in its
current flowering. That is, far
from stimulating values which might
countervail the industrial end so-
cial process, the state would sup-
port precisely those religious doc-
trines which sustain and justify it,
which reinforce the subordinate sta-
tus of religion in American life.
Placing the phrase "under God" in
the pledge of allegiance does not
suggest that American life should
be guided by religious values. It
does not argue that political or so-
cial expedience should be limited
by the commandments of Divine sover-
eignty. Rather, it contends that
Americe. is "one nation under God,"
that America is God's own nation,
and that temporal allegiance, far
from being judged by the spiritual,
is identical with it. It makes God
an American, rather than America
Christian.

If direct state actions tn in-
culcate religious dogmas or te-=
liefs, or to compel performance of
religious rituals are likely to be
risplaced, this need not lead to
conclusion that the critics of the
Supreme Court are entirely in error.

dogmas or doctrine as authoritative,
nor forbid the teaching of such doc-
trine, there can be little guarrel
with its position.

The "release time program" might
justly be struck down because it im-
plies the use of state time for such
inculcation, and because it levies
penalties on those students who do
not attend "religious instruction."
Anyone who doubts that restriction
to a study hall or even uninterrupted
classroom participation is a penalty
should re-examine the values of his
own adolescent years.

Yet even here problems emerge as
soon as the decision is applied.
Would the court prevent a local
school board from closing its schools
an hour early, with the understanding
that local churches would hold in-
struction during the hour? Would it
prohibit a school schedule which was
so adjusted as not to conflict with
religious meeting? The practice of
schools is almost universally to ex-
cuse Jewish students during religious
holidays which are not recognized by
the school gchedule. Is it compelled
to release non-Jewish students in the
interests of equity? Is it an "es-
tablishment of religion" to adopt
Christmas and Easter as vacation per-
iods? I have no intention of con-
tending that this reductio ad absur-
dum represents any tendency of the
decisions of the Court, but rather
to suggest that problems of appli-
cation emerge in even the most ad-
mittedly proper restrictions of state
action in the religious sphere.

When the issue of state assis-
tance to religious organizations or
schools is discussed, even more pro-
blems emerge. The state in fact en—
gages in assistance, both direct and
indirect, in areas which the Court
would be equally reluctant to chal-
lenge. A state may clearly exempt
religious institutions from taxation,
Yet the removal of duty or liability
under the law is no less an assis—
tance than positive action. Few of

If the Court means to imply that "noyus doubt that the special depletion

establichment" means that the state
snall not establish any religious

allowance is an effective a support
for the o0il industry as a direct
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subsidy would be. Moreover, a state
may give civil authority to minis-
ters to perform marriage. In fact,
it was only this year that Maryland
established a form of civil mar-
riage. Since this also involves a
source of revenue for the church, it
is doubly true that the state, by
providing the cloak of civil author-
ity has established "religions" if
not a religion and buttressed their
authority. Again, the state may
clearly sponsor and support courses
in the "philosophy of religion," or
the "sociology of religion." t may
even support a "Department of Reli-
gion" at a state college or univer-—
sity. The state may regulate educa-
tion, moreover, in matters deeply
affecting religious belief. It may
select a textbook of NMedieval His-
tory which paints the Roman Catholic
church as a monstrous tyranny and as
the bulwark of a reactionary class
system. It may elect to prevent the
teaching of evolution in public
schools. If a state may not require
students to read the Bible, would we
deny the state the right to require
the reading of NMilton or Donne? To
say that individuals who resent
these decisions may send their chil-
dren to private or parochial insti-
tutions is no effective answer. For
by compelling an individual to chose
between religious beliefs and public
doctrisnie, the state levies a liabi-
1lity on those who hold dissenting
religious views which does not apply
to those agreeing with the majority.
Secondly, the problem is only pushed
to a further remove, for the state
has the power to determine what "ac-
credited" education will be. Ulti-
mately the state must decide whether
the educational doctrines purveyed
in parochial schools meet its stan-
dards of adequate education. or not.
Is the anthropology of Black Islam
or the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints to be accepted as
education? Is fundamentalist biolo-
g8y "biology" for the fulfillment of
college requirements? The "¥Flag sa-
lute" case (W. Va. vs Barnette)

hardly resolved such educational
problems by ruling that the pledge
to the flag cannct be compelled,
again for two reasons. The first
derives from the reasoning of the
Court itself in Brown vs. Board of
Education -- that segregation
creates feelings of racial inferi-
ority contrary to the "egual pro-
tection" clause of the 1l4th Amend-
ment. Even if the state may not
compell the salute to the Flag, it
undeniably may create a psychologi-
cal feeling of isolation and inferi-
ority in those who do not volun-
tarily participate. Second, if the
state may not discipline a student
for such symbolic independence, if
his history text describes "Pro-
testantism" as an essential ingre-
dient of democracy, or suggests
that Christianity was a "progressive"
force in the ancient world, may it
discipline him for refusing to vie
the "academically" correct answer?
What the court seems to have
ignored is the problem of an appar-
ent conflict of Constitutional pro-
visions. If Congress may make no
law "respecting an establishment of
religion," it may make laws regula-
ting the "health, morals and wel=-
fare" of citizens, the famous "po-
lice power." It may dictate that,
however religiously important, Mor-
mons shall not practice polygamy,
and that Tollowers of MNrs. Eddy
shall observe gquarantine signs.
say that "facts" do not effect
"faith," or ideas are unconnected
to actlions, does not separate "po-
litics" from "religion." It es-
tablished a particular definition
of religion which sees Treligion as
a mystic, irrational or transra-
tional creed with little or no in-
trinsic connection with the world.
Yet this is hardly a universal view
of religion. In fact, such a defi-
nition comes closer to Emerson's
concept of the "Over-Soul" than to
historic Christianity. Whatever
its theological merits, such a con-
ception of religion is one which,
if our experience with Emersonian

To
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doctrines is any example, is as-
sociated with the growth of indivi-
dualism, industrialism and the mass
state.

The apparent conflict between
the "police power" and the First
Amendment is most often resolved in
practice by political prudence.
Congress, though it might have done
80, did not include sacramental li-
quor in its statutes enforcing Pro-
hibition. It excuses conscientious
objectors who profess a pacifist
doctrine founded on belief in a "Su-
preme Being" from military service.
But in both cases it does recog-
nize a difference between believers
and unbelievers. As so often
appears when American practice is
examined in a critical light, Con-
gress seems to have established
"religions" if not a religion.

If we are not to prevent the
state and federal governments from
acting altogether we must concede
that "no establishment" does not
prevent the regulation of matters
relevant to religious conviction and
belief where such regulation pursues
a legitimate public purpose. ~The
state may, I would argue, provide
assistance to parochial as well as
to public schools. It may make re-
ligious functionaries officials of
the state. It may prohibit certain
religious rites or practices. But
in so doing it must be bound by the
provisions of the equal protection
clause of the 14th Amendment. It
must demonstrate the relevance of
its action to public purposes —-
education, public morals, etc. It
is probably more reasonable to argue
that the state may compel a "pledge
of allegiance" than to suggest that
it may not provide financial aid to
accredited parochial schools. But
thie prohibition of the first and the
permission of the second are both
Justified by the same principle of
public policy, that the state has
an interest in diverse systems of
metaphysics and ultimate commitment.

The gulations of a state are

P ————

not to be "balanced" against the es-
tablishment clause. They are to be
considered as they contribute or de-
tract from the diversity of cultures
within the United States. The state
may choose not to encourage further
diversity but it may not choose to
"establish" uniformity nor to adopt
measures which accept such unifor-
mity as their goal or standard. Di-
versity of cultures has, in other
words, a "preferred position." In
any restriction, therefore, the
state must bear the burden of proof;
it must establish "necessity." It
might punish the Jehovah's Witness
were he to refuse allegiance to the
United States by active disobedience
to laws or by sedition. It can show
no "necessity" which requires that
he "pledge" his allegiance, nor can
it show that he should make such a
pledge to a flag. It may elect not
to assist parochial schools, but it
is difficult to conceive of an exi-
gency that would make it justifiable
to forbid them. And the state may,
with perfect justification, elect to
assist those schools which meet mi= -
nimal educational standards on the
grounds of an interest in diversity.
Can it assist some schools and not
others? The answer is, of course,
that it may, provided that the basis
of discrimination is, again, relevant
to public policy -- to education and
to the interest in cultural diversi-
ty. Aid to theological seminaries
could not discriminate insofar as
they are "theological." Insofar as
they treat of matters of concern to
general liberal or technical educa-—
tion, it may do so, but on the basis
of considerations relevant to general
education as such.

The First Amendment denies that
the United States has an interest in
establishing a religion. But it may
have, indeed must have, an interest
in religion and in those secular sys-—
tems which are the counterparts of
religious belief. That fact is the
basis of the wisdom which is inar-
ticulately embodied in contemporary
discontent, and articulately in the
language of the First Amendment.
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WHAT ARE WE TEACHING 00R CHILOREN ABouT THE SovTH 7 by J. Anthany Scaf

The legacy of slavery lives on
in this country until this very
dey. It operates in the form of a
universal prejudice against the Ne-
gro that relegates him to second-
class citizenship and denies him
equal job opportunities, equal ac-
cess to decent housing, equal edu-
cational righ‘ts. The dyna.m1c of our
ovm age lies in the continuing
struggle of Negro and white together
to achieve full freedom in an inter-
racial democracy.

Itony of our young people are
aware that equal rights is the cen-
tral issue of our times, and they
are eager to be a part of the con-
tinuing battle for democracy.

Their participation of recent years
in youth marches, sit-ins, and free-
dom rides has been a graphic de-
monstration of this truth. But it
is also true that millions of our
youth have still not been awakened
to the challenge that faces our
society; their understanding of

the civil rights issue and their
dedication to it still have to be
won.

In this context it becomes
imperative for us to examine care-
fully the history and civics texts
to which these same young people
are being exposed. The texts which
a democracy uses in the education
of its youth ought to be powerful
allies in building democratic con-—
victions and in winning young peo-
ple for the democratic cause.

Naturally, if our Social Stu-
dies texts excluded everything
but a concern for the civil rights
theme, we could with justice ac-
cuse them of bias and one-sided-
ness. But suppose that this same
theme was being ignored and excluded
almost completely, in the teaching
of our children. We could empha-
tically and with equal justice
charge the texts with bias and
distortion.

In a very real sense the race
question in the United States has

had its storm center in the South.

We need to ask, therefore; what
are our children throughout the
country being taught today .about
the South and its place in national
history? What conclusions are be-
ing drawn from past experience in
race relations, and what picture

of the future of race relations in
this country is being given? What
are our Southern children learning
about their own Southern heritage?
What use is being made of the image
of the great Southerner, Thomas
Jefferson, in illuminating the
democratic and antislavery tra-
idtions of the South itself?

I shall show that the pic-
ture of the South that is being
presented to the average American
high school student is lamentable
inadequate. The prejudice and ig-
norance of authors and historians,
the apathy of the general public,
and the blind conservatism of pub-
lishers have 211 worked together to
obliterate anything even remotely
approaching a full, fair, and can-
did treatment of the Negro's role
in American history.

As things stand with us now,

even though our textbooks are
instruments of public policy and of
national education, they are produced
by private businessmen as commercial
and money-making products. Writers
and publishers alike are subject
to all sorts of pressures that jeo-
pardize or preclude a full and pro-
per treatment of many sensitive
issues. A text, for example, that
ventilated the race issue fully
and fairly would stand not a chance
in a million of adoption in the
segregated school systems of the
South. Many high school texts are
written to sell in the national
market, and this means that some
portion of the publisher's revenue
comes from his Southern sales.
This fact is most disturbing, since
it means that the racist and bigoted
school boards of the South may have
the final say about what is said in
a text intended to be used in
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Michigan as well as in Mississippi.

If we wish to get the truth a-
bout race relations in our texts,we
shall have to think of ways of
changing this situation. One sol-
ution would be for the educational
authorities -- that is, for Boards
of Education, themselves -- to turn
publisher and to solicit texts that
accord both with historic truth and
contemporary need. We are blessed,
also, with tax-exempt educational
foundations, like the Ford or Rock-
efeller foundations, which have
huge financial resources at their
disposal. Such foundations might
enter actively into the business of
developing and distributing texts
in which truth and not the produc-
tion of monetary profit is the pri-
mary consideration.

Beyond this, the problem of
inadequate texts is related to the
fact that groups repr~senting the
public interest have not applied the
right kinds of pressures to publish-
ers and educational authorities a-
like. An aroused interest, on the
part of parent groups, educational
associations, and minority groups,
and an organized expression of their
concern, would undoubtedly result in
some improvement in the situation.

Among teachers and historians
we need more discussicn of the cri-
teria that should govern good text-
book writing and more honest and
searching criticism of the material
that the publishing industry is of-
fering us., Texts in the fields of
civics and history have potentially
so vast an influence that they mer-
it national attention and should be
reviewed by experts, not only in the
learned and educational journals,but
in the national press itself.

In what follows I shall docu-
ment this conclusion from an examin-
ation of the picture of the South
presented to the American high
school student in his textbook,There
is, unfortunately, little difficulty

in generalizing about what is

read by millions of our high
children in a dozen or so civics

and history texts. These show a
startling uniformity in their treat-
ment of the South and the Negro.

IT

The texts, for the most part,
ignore the process by which slaves
were caught, transported, and sold
in the New World. But the introduc-
tion of slavery into the American
colonies, and particular, into the
South during the 17th and 18th cen-
turies, was certainly one of the most
awesome events in our national past;
the consequences of that original act
have molded American history until
the present moment.

How is this question handled in-
the texts? The whole matter is usu-
ally mentioned in the most casual way
and it is a generous writer who al-
lots more than five or six lines to
the topic. Typical is the masterly
understatement of one author that
the slaves "were brought out of Af-
rica by traders, who sold them at
the prevailing market prices." We
might defend such a minor emphasis
if the subject was a minor one. Such
is not the case. Many aspects of the
history of the slave trade and of
slavery in the New World have been
richly documented. There are few
more striking, dramatic, tragic, and
entirely human themes to be found in
the recorded history of man.

Second only in importance to the
introduction of slavery is the story
of how it rooted itself; how, in
colonial times, large-scale plan-
tations spread through the fertile
valleys of Virginia, through the
rice-swamps of South Carolina and
Georgia, The impact of slavery was
profoundly and inescapably anti-
democratic. Slavery undermined the
foundations of Southern democracy;
it split the people into lords of
land and back-country poor; it fos-

A5




tered fierce race and class ha=-
treds; it made inevitable rebel-
lion and civil strife.

Our %#xtg disdain to probe
this queHtidn. Many of them, on
the contrary, either state or
clearly imply that slavery was a
blessing to the South. Text after
text, to give only one example,
tells us that prosperity came to
Georgia only after that misguided
colony repealed its initial ban u-
pon the introduction of slave labor,
What other conclusion can the stu-
dent possibly draw, but that sla-
very was."good," indeed indispen-— .
sable, for the welfare of the Geor-
gians? Our texts usually mention
that the founder of Georgia was
James Oglethorpe, but they rarely
link his name with that of John
Wesley, and never state that these
two men were among the most reso-
lute-and passionately antislavery
leaders that American history has
produced.

The texts treat colonial sla-
very in an abstract, passionless,
and "objective" way. One text ~
states that "in colonial times few
people anywhere objected to slavery
as such." There is a good deal of
evidence that the slaves themselves
objected, but it is evidently taboo
to discuss the slave's own reaction
to his situation. Slave rebellions
dot colonial history and underline
the eternally human truth that the
infliction of wrong guarantees re-
tribution. It is incredible but
true that instead of recording

order. This is a central fact of
American history and it is the her
itage of our youth. They have a
right to know it.

II1

The figure of Thomas Jefferson
is quite fundamental to a discus-
sion of the struggle between sla-
very and democracy in American his-
tory. Jefferson fought this coun-
try's first great revolutionary bat
tles, and he helped to shape the
United States's enduring philosophy
of democracy and its Constitution.
Jefferson was both a slaveholder
and a human being deeply opposed to
slavery. His thoughts about sla=
very, and his opposition to it,
cast a brilliant light on a demo-
crat's vision of the South, its fu-
ture and its destiny. Ownership of
slaves endowed Jefferson with a con
cern that amounted almost to an ob-
session over the problem of slavery
In him we have the image of a man
of deep human sympathy, a Souther-
ner, and a white, enmeshed in a sys
tem that he detested, casting a-
round for an enduring solution.
Jefferson's moral judgment on sla-
very is a matter of record. He re-
garded it as a crime against human-
ity and a menace to organized so-
ciety. In its irrationality, back-
wardness, and cruelty, it was to hir
the absolute antithesis of the rule
of reason and of human independence
to which he dedicated his life.

It is a measure of Jefferson's

these insurrections most of our text tremendous moral and human stature

writers dismiss fthem as too trivial
to mention, and some even go so far
as to state positively that the
slaves "adjusted to their situation
without a murmur." An understanding
of our modern America demands the
inclusion in our teéxts of the his-
toric truth of slave insurrection.
From the first, inarticulate up-
risings of an ogpressed people to
the massive protest movement of
today, there lies a continuous, un-
broken tradition of a Btruggle for
freedom and against an evil socieal

that he succeeded in freeing him-
self from the prejudice of his own
time, and in giving expression to
a love of human freedom and of man-
kind that is timeless and universal
in its significance. Jefferson, a-
bove all, entertained and expressed
a vision of the South. It was to
be a land free of slavery, of the
ignorance and prejudice that accom-
panied it. It was to become a land
of enlightened, compassionate, and
educated democracy.
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But what do our high school
texts have to tell our young peo-
ple about Jefferson's inner con-
flict and its resolution? It is
incredible to have to record that
the vast majority of such books
simply pass the question by. They
make no reference to Jefferson as
a slaveowner at all. If Jeffer-
son's thought illuminates the pro-
blems of our own day, the light is
not allowed to filter through to
the texts. We get, instead, a
flaccid stereotype. One book pub-
lished in 1961 tells us twice that
Jefferson had red hair, but not
once does it mention that he was
an unwilling owner of slaves. An-—
other book published in 1959 tells
us that Jefferson drew up the De-
claration of Independence and that
"minor changes" were made in his
draft before its adoption by Con=-
gress. The text omits to tell us
that Congress itself made a change
of major importance when it deleted
from the Declaration Jefferson's
fierce attack upon slavery and the
slave trade. In the whole field
of high school texts there is not,
to the best of my belief, one that
prints the earlier draft of the
Declaration of Independence along
with the final draft. ‘

v

Jefferson's vision of the
South as a land of democracy, of
course, was not realized. The very
memory of the Jeffersonian tradi=-
tion was all but blotted out of
the South in the years following
his death in 1826.

The story of the growth of sla-
very in the antebellum years is a
familiar one to many who got their
schooling in an earlier day. The
older generation, if it remembers
any history at all from its school
days, knows how and who slavery
grew to be a gigantic power in the
South in the years before 1860. It
remembers the story of the cotton
gin and the rise of the Cotton

Kingdom. It has read how slavery
spread across the deep South, es-
tablished racism as the South's
official creed, and enshrined the
rule of a driving oligarchy of
wealthy cotton planters.

But what is the schoolboy being
taught about the Cotton Kingdom
today? The question is not an aca-
demic one, for it was precisely in
these years, 1826-60, that slavery,
racism, and segregation made their
profoundest mark upon the South and
upon the nation. '

The high school text accoras
only the slightest reference to
Whitney's invention; beyond that,
and more important, there is little
or no treatment of the social pro-
cess that the gin unleashed. The
texts give us no picture, that is,
in human and 'in social terms, of
how this invention brought about
the transformation of the deep
South, undermining the democracy
of the pioneer and the smaller
farmer,. and ensuring the triumph
of racist and authoritarian insti-
tutions.

This failure to show the ruin-
ous nature of the process involved

~in the advance of slavery to a po-

sition of dominance is true even

of texts that devote a comparative-
1y generous amount of space to the
antebellum South. Almost invaria-
bly we get a static picture of what
the South looked like after the
transformation was complete. The
tole of slavery in undermining
Southern democracy, driving out or
ruining many of the white farmers,
is not dealt with.

If our writers skirt the
question of the catastrophic im-
pact of slavery upon the white peo-
ple of the South, they handle the
question of its impact upon the
slaves themselves even more ginger-.
ly. An "on the one hand..., on the
other hand...," approach to the
subject hands out praise and blame
with even-handed justice. But the
truth is known, and it ought to be
recorded. Raising crops on a I rge
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scale for monetary profit and uti-
lizing slave labor has proved it-
self historically one of the cruel-
est practices known tc man. This
was the type of large-scale slavery
that became dominant, socially, ec-
onomically, and politically, in
the antebellum South. This type

of plantation slavery needs to be
distinguished carefully from the
petty slaveholding that prevailed
in certain parts of the South and
that was far less cruel in its mode
of operation. The distinction is

a very important one in coming to

a conclusion about slavery in the
antebellum South, but I have yet

to see a high school text that
makes it.

But let us turn to the slave
himself. What is our modern
schoolchild encouraged to learn a-—
bout the slave as a human being--
his life, his thoughts, his asper-
ations, and his suffering? To
what extent is modern youth en-—
couraged to indentify with the
black Prometheus? The guestion
is an important one. The human
motivation, the living, passion-.
ate fabric of history, must remain
a closed book to the person who
cannot sympathize with the past,
put himself in the place of peo-
ple long dead, relive their joys
and agonies.

One may search the index of
text after text and find not even
a mention of the most illustrious
names in the history of the Negro
people —— Harriet Tubman, Solomon
Northup, Frederick Douglass, Nat
Turner, Sojourner Truth. A Negro
youth today must get the story of
these heroes from the lips of his
parents if he is to get them at
all. As for the White high school
student, one suspects that such
namnes are as unknown to him as
they are to his textbook-writing
elders. Negro and white youth a-
like are being denied their joint
heritage; the record of these il-
lustrious lives is national in sig-
nificance, and the literature and
legend clustering around these peo-

ple belongs to all America, and
not to any segment of it.

If modern youth is not encour-
aged to identify with the slave
struggling against slavery, still
less is he given a chance to iden-
tify with the white man struggling
against slavery. There are few
texts that give more than the brief-
est of references to the fact that
the movement for the abolition of
slavery historically was rooted
in the South, and was a genuine,
indigenous Southern movement.

There are few points more impor-
tant to make to the young Souther-
ner today than that the struggle
against slavery and racism produced
white intellectual leaders, writers,
and heroes in the South itself.

We have already mentioned the ex-
ample of Thomas Jefferson. Cassius
Clay, James G. Birney, and the
Grimke sisters may also be cited;
every young American should know
their names and their stories. But
the high school student is lucky
who finds in his text anything more
than a passing reference to these
people, and in a number of books
they are not even mentioned.

v

The question of the Civil War
in the text books needs an article
in itself. It is sufficient to say
that the criticisms made above apply
here with redoubled force. Text
after text tells us, with weary re-
petition, how Jackson earned the
name "Stonewall" at the first bat-
tle of Bull Run. None gives us the
story of Col. Robert Gould Shaw,
the young American immortal, the
white leader of the colored 54th.
Massachusetts Regiment, who gave
his life at Fort Wagner in 1863 for
the freedom and the future of the
Negro people. Most texts avoid
these "controversial figures."
is so much easier to stick to a
deadpan recitation of battles.

It
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Nowhere is the failure of the
modern text highlighted more fully
than in its approach to the Recon-
struction era. It is inescapably
true that we are still handing out
the szme version of Reconstruction
that was handed out fifty years
ago; and this notwithstanding the
impr essive amount of new writing
and research that has been done in
the interval. This antiquated ver-
sion of the facts is virulently
Dixiecrat in its bias.

The assassination of Lincoln,
runs the thesis, marked the passing
of the policy of a Christian, gen-
tlemanly treatment of the beaten
foe. Power passed into the hands
of the Radical Republicans, and a
more devilish crew never -- we are
told -- disgraced the pages of
American history. Ve are given a
glimpse of Thaddeus Stevens (*sin-
iatert), Sharles Sumner ('pom-
pous'), and Benjamin Wade ('vul-
gar'). These man were oObsessed,
say the texts, with a desire for
revenge (and Sumner in particular--
hadn't he been beaten up by Preston
Brooks in 1856, and wasn't he,
therefore, burning up for a chance
to beat back?) They subjected the
South to the humiliation of mili-
tary occupation. Carpetbaggers
locust-like invaded the region,
corralled the votes of the ignor-
ant and "childish" freedmen, set
up puppet governmments, began an
orgy of corruption and looting.
But in 1877 home rule was re-
established, the white man re-
covered his proper place in the
South —— and lo! in the course
of time a "new South" with tex-
tile plants and oil wells rose
like a phoenix from the ashes.

Our textbook writers usually
say all this in great haste, like
a child reciting a piece that he
has memorized and wants to get
done with. With a sigh of re-
lief he hurries off to bring a-
bout the rise of industry in the
North, to open up the High Plaiuns,
and to fight the war in Cuba.

The trouble with this version
of Reconstruction is that, under
the guise of a critical approach to
the Reconstruction era, it evades
any kind of realistic examination
of the basic and tragic shortcomings
of national policy at that time.

In particular, the failure of that
generation of Americans to establish
a full and permanent measure of
political and economic democracy in
the South merits our close atten-
tion. This failure provides the
starting point for the civil rights
movement of our own day and is a
key to the understanding of the
full sweep and significance of the
contemporary movement for civil
rights in the South.

1877 witnesses the definitive

overthrow and termination of the
Reconstruction experiment. One text
tells us that the restoration of the
traditional rule of Southern white
conservatives spelled "the triumph
of orderly government" in the South.
This "triumph" spelled also the e-
limination of the Negro's voting
rights, the imposition of a system
of caste and segregation sanctioned
and maintained by the power of the
Southern states, and the clamping
down upon the entire South of a con-
servative dictatorship which was the
antithesis of democracy and human
decency. These historical facts, no
doubt, are unpleasant. Text writers
seem to feel an obligation to shield
the reader from them; similarly they
do no more than hint at the econo-
mic catastrophe that overwhelmed
the Southern Negro after the col-
lapse of Reconstruction. The ex-
slave, who had fought so valiant-
ly for his freedom, was pressed a-
gain into the status of a rightless,
voteless, landless man. A new e-
poch of humiliation, poverty, and
forced toil descended upon him,
The re-emergence of slavery after
1877 in a modified form is a blunt
and brutal fact. The texts recoil
from it. One wonders why?

To those who have read this
far it will come as no surprise
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that the Negro is the "forgotten
man" in the texts, for the period
1910 to the present. So deep is
the silence one might think that
the entire Negro population had
emigrated to Africa. Our authors
recount the events of the first

World War, the depression, the New
Deal, and World War II without even
as much as mentioning the South in

all this time.

This is especially surprising

when we recall that these same
years witnessed a renascence of
civil rights struggles among in-

tellectuals ready to join battle on

behalf of equality -- ready to ar-
gue in the courts, to write his-
tory, to teach, and to organize.

These years, furthermore, witnessed
the Negro people's giant migrations
from the agrarian past into the ur-
ban and industrial centers of both

North and South. Are such things
not to be even mentioned?

The significance of the Supreme

Court decision of May 17, 1954 has
to be assessed precisely in the
light of the new pressures exerted
by an increasingly literate, arti-
culate, and organized minority.
This decision was the culmination

of decades of unobtrusive work, and

it provided a starting point for
new civil rights actions. The
texts, indeed, refer to the great

Progress in making real our stated
constitutional philosophy and na-
tional goals requires that we win
the understanding and the support

of millions of our young people of
both races. This involves in part

a general familiarity with this na-
tion's antislavery tradition and a
specific familiarity with the history
of the South. The main tool for the
promotion of this understanding is
the high school text; texts by them-
selves are, of course, no guarantee
that we shall make progress toward
racial equality, but we must think
of them as potentially one of the
most useful aids at our disposal in
reaching the minds of youth and in
conducting a struggle for democra-
tic concepts perspectives. The
existing texts, as we see, have la-
mentable shortcomings; but radical
and speedy improvement is possible
if responsible leaders among the gen-
eral public, in the historical and
educational professions, and in the
publishing industry will move into
the field and start to explore ways
of bringing about the changes that
we need. The rewriting of the texts
will require the fullest and most
candid illumunation of both the tri-
umphs and the shortcomings of the
American people in their age-old
antislavery struggles.

decision of 1954, but their refer-
ences are brief, and often made
quite out of context. As for the
din of battle that has been coming
from the South of recent years with
the rise of the King and the student
committees —- its reverberations
may have been heard around the
world, but their faintest echoes
still remain to be recorded in the
high school texts.

* * *

The most urgent problem which
the American people face today with-
in its own borders is that of equal
rights for all citizens. This is an
issue that will not wait quietly un-
til we get around to solving it.

Anonymous

This unheeding mmltitude
That is the Man in the Street
Carries in it, each one
A fragment of history.
This busy, moving microcosa,
This ‘Common Man',

Is a world of symbols
A synonym of limitless potemtial
Each a fine neutrality

Of sinner and saint,
Yet this faceless, disembodied Scurrying
This spectrum of human experience
Amihilates itself
With half-pint egos

In crowded Introvertism,
And lives out the howling wilderness
0f an' uncommon Anonymity.

esolammel Johnson
20




“HE D TRam

The sun blinds me as I get out
of the lab. It is a beautiful sum-
mer day in New York. Sunny. Blue
sky. Trees with green leaves. I
can't cross because the light is
green. Lines of cars are moving on,
slowly passing me; the sun strikes
their windshields and reflects to-
ward me. I wish I had sunglasses.
The policeman looks so funny try-
ing to stop all those cars with his
club. It is red now and I cross.
The line is long, as usual, during
rush hours. The old lady before me
pulls some coins out of her handbag,
but drops one penny; she sadly looks
at it roll down the steps. I smile.
I give two quarters. He gives me
two dimes back and two tokens with-—
out smiling, and I say thank you. I
walk downstairs and follow the sign
"Downtown." I can't see at first
because it is dark, then my eyes get
used to it. Three benches are a-
gainst the wall. Three girls and
one boy are sitting on one of them.
I select that one and sit close to
the prettiest; she does not even no-
tice me. I try my best smile, no
reaction from her. I then go and
51t on the other corner of the -
bench, look at her diagonally, and
try my best smile again. Nothing.
dell, I give up. The station is
dirty; chewing gum wrappers, pages
from the Daily News and the Times
lie on the floor. I look up and
read no spitting. I turn around and
see the Coke machine; I read "Be so-
ciable, have a Coke." The station
Sets more and more crowded. A
stooped old lady is standing up, her
back against the wall, bent forward
on her cane. She grins an awful
smile to me; her mouth is tooth-
less. She looks tired and very fra-
gile. Next to her is a lovely
blonde girl. I stand up and give
my place to the girl. I like girls,

Ay Emmanvef !))m,q/a

egpecially blondes. She refuses at

first, but finally sits down. I let
my eyes wander over the walls; they
are covered with advertising. Over
the advertising are some other writ-

ings. I am short sighted, and I
can't read from very far away. I
come nearer and read. Over an ad-
vertisement for Radio Free Europe is
"better Red than dead" written with
blue ink; close to it is "better dead
than Red" written with a pencil; over
both of the previous inscriptions is
written with a red Magic Marker
"better Red than married." Funny.

I smile. Over "Drink milk., It
makes you strong and healthy" is
scribbled "yes, fortified with
strontium 10." Over another adver-
tisement by the Herald Tribune: "Get
the good habit, don't read boring
newspapers" is scrawled with a red
vall point pen: "Right, the White
douse did it." I smile again and

I am bored and stop reading. I am
tired; I want to sit down. I walk
back to the bench. I slop over a
picce of chewing gum; it sticks to
m: sole. I rub my shoe against the
fioor, but the gum is still there.
-isgusting. I reach the bench. The
tlonde girl to whom I offered mny
place sees me. I smile. She does
10t even smile; she plainly ignores
re. Ah! I hate girls, especially
blondes. "Eh, 'fella', is this the
"D train? V" E.dontt know," I say.
"Thanks anyway," he says. I don't
care.,

It is very crowded now. It is
not. I start walking again with my
hands in'my pockets. A tin can is
in my way. I kick it. It rolls
noisily off the platform to the
tracks. The noise makes everybody
turn their faces up to look at me.
Strange people; some wear glasses
and some don t. I don't know them;
I don't give a damn anyway, though
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I 1like people; peopley ,
freedon, justice, and all that. 1
walk to the Coke machine to be so-
cieble. They're still looking at
me; 1 like New Yorkers; they're
great. 1 take one of the dimes I
got back for change. I slide it
through the slot. I press the knob.
A paper cup falls and Coke starts
pouring in%o it. Hell, the train.

I rush and forget my drink there.
The next sociable person will have
a free Coke; the world is so great
sonetimes. The doors open. The
empty car seems to suck in the wait-
ing crowd. Everybody rushes, kick
for kick, push for push. Sardines
in a can. The doors close. The
train starts. The sudden acceler-
ation throws me backwards and lots
of other people fall over me. 1 re-
gain ny equilibrium. I find myself
facing that blonde girl again. I
den't smile to her. The train makes
a little jump, and I am thrown for-
ward. I profit by that to lean as
much as 1 can against her. Another
jerk throws me away, and when I re-
gain ny balance, there is a person
between us. Ah! There's always
somebody between you and your Ob-
ject. Somebody punches my head and

The Dim Regions

Much complaining in the dim regions,

although the alternatives present no

the ragged rebel rout, made up

of the choicest louts,

lounges against the barndoors spitting
invectives of hayseed,

recalling its fall aeons ago, while the loyalist

legions nearby,

to make right the mirror, backwards these days

and cracked in its pate, its spite, strive,
wondering where and what is still alive?

ese Tracy Thompson

clear choice;

g - L 4
it melts her make-up and her lip--
stick; she is so ugly, just awful.
I hate girls. especially when they
gsay "sorry." Another one bumps my
ass with his knee and says "sorry."
That soldier steps on me with his
heavy shoes and crushes by toes. I
look at him angrily and he says
"sorry." The guy in front of me is
trying to read his newspaper. What
an acrobat. He is pushed, kicked,
punched, all with an accompanying
sorry, but, imperturbably, he con-
tinues to read his paper. The fat
lady in the seat is sleeping with
her mouth open; she is sweating. I
hate fat ladies, especially when
they sleep in the subway, their
mouthes open. I am sweating, too.
It is hot. The guy next to me
stinks. I turn my nose in the
other direction. I now face a-
nother girl, I bet there are more
girls than boys in the world. She
is sweating. The sweat runs down
sweat. I am pushed back again. The
rails are squeaking. It is an ex+
press train, a "D" train, I think.
It runs downtown; it does not stop
at this station, but keeps running,
running, running....

2nd edition
International
Peace/Disarmament
Directory

Approximately 1400 organizational ad-

dresses

Titles, addresses, subscription data for
350 periodicals

More than 75 countries represented /Al-
bania to Zanzibar)

* - . .

96 pages (3% by 9 inches—handy pocket
size

single) copy: $1 (please send self-addressed
No. 10 envelope—each booklet weighs
about 4 ounces, figure first-class or air
mail postage accordingly and include
adequate payment with order)

bulk rates (all orders for more than one
copy are mailed postpaid if payment
accompanies order):
6 for $5 (83c each), 25 for $15 (60c each)
(Further discount on larger orders)

Order from: Lloyd Wilkie,
327 Dayton Street
Yellow Springs, Ohio
. . Please send payment with orders
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ERRATUM
This column should read as follows:

says "sorry." Another one bumps my
ass with his knee and says "sorry."
That soldier steps on me with his
heavy shoes and crushes my toes. I
look at him angrily and he says RTed o
ry." The guy in front of me is try-
ing to read a newspapers vwhat an ac-
robat. He is pushed, kicked, punched,
all with an accompanying sOIYY, but,
impeturbably, he continues to read
his paper. The fat lady in the seat
is sleeping with her mouth open; she
is sweating., I hate fat ladies, es-
pecially when they sleep in the sub-
way, their mouthes open. I am sweat-
ing, too. It is hot. The guy next
to me stinks., I turn my nose in the
other direction. I now face another
girl. I bet there are more girls
than boys in the world. She is sweat-
ing, The sweat runs down her fore-
head, her cheeks, her mouth; it melts
her make-up and her lipstick; she is
so ugly, just awful. I hate girls,
especially when they sweat. I am
pushed back again. The rails are
squeaking., It is an express train, a
“D" trsin., It runs downtown; it does
not stop at this station, but keeps
running, running, running ...
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7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breath-
ed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul.

8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there
he put the man whom he had formed.

* %k

For the American can "freely eat". That is the meaning of Werner
Sombart's report that Socialism in America has foundered "on the
shoals of roast beef and apple pie". Or as George Washington Plun-
kitt chortled: "A big city like New York, or Philadelphia, or
Chicago might be compared to a sort of garden of Eden, from a
political point of view. It's an orchard full of beautiful apple
trees." There have been enough apples, so many, in fact, that sav-
ing them was long ago deemed needless, And the only thing as con-
spicuous as the American's consumption has been this coinage of
Veblen's,

De Tocqueville learned that the American's "notion of honor" was
the "love of Wealth." We are not amazed. It means that the search
for the knowledge of Good and Evil is, at best, not honorable; it
is virtuous to be innocent of virtue.

American Adams have been with ease innocently obedient.

Nor was the American defiant when he declared his Independence in
1776. "Therefore," God had said, "shall a man leave his father and
mother and shall cleave unto his wife." That was the condition of
the Garden. Americans were created "without having to endure a
democratic revolution," De Tocqueville observed, "they were born
equal, instead of becoming so." Equally sons and equally fathers,
they were, With Louis Hartz, we see that no feudalism impeded the
American Adam. We note, with Boorstin, that the "revolution" was
little more than the son's leaving his parents, declaring his in-
dependence, that he might be to his woman a man. He was not defy-
ing his Sovereign, but fulfilling the life in the Garden.

When God created and commanded man, His was the model after which
ruling and being ruled in the Garden were patterned. Men have
followed for the same reasons that God has been obeyed. Men have
obeyed because of devotion for the Sovereign or because their God-
given rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness were
endangered., Ruling and being ruled have been justified by "devotion"
and "self-interest". Devotion is uncritical submission to both an
object and the devotion itself, Self-interest is uncritical pur-
suancilof both a materially comfortable self and the self-interest
as well.,

America--land of material luxuriance. Puritan wonder at their new
Paradise. Recent wonder about the farm surplus. The American *ha«
known abundance.,
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God placed the American in his Garden of Eden, placed him there "to

dress and to keep it." "And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."

American "positivism" was born with the American. The Sovereign's
decree commanded, ipso facto, devotion. Did not He forbid the con-
cern for Good and ?

Still His command contained an alternative: "for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.," If the American knew not the
difference between Good and kvil, then, he knew in a sense that life
was not death., Life was desirable; death was not. "Blood knowledge"
to D. H. Lawrence.

Americans have had two reasons to be obedient. Daniel Boors tin has
noted that American coins (more than ever the tie between the Ameri-
can and his abundance) in proclaiming "In tGod We Trust", "The martyr
(at least the secular martyr) has not been attractive to us." And if
the oovereign's decrees have not been devotedly obeyed, a wayward

Adam has had the promise of his own death to halt him. "Their liber-
ty is a thing of sheer will: a liberty of THOU SHALT NOT. And it has
been so from the first," Lawrence wailed. "The land of THOU SHALT NOT."

American Adams have been obedient Adams.

Nor has the American eaten his bread in the sweat of his face. If
dressing and keeping the Garden has involved effort, it has been as
nothing compared to the pain of the idle. Work has been a "calling"
for him in the most emphatic "Weberian" sense. "Without industry and
frugality nothing will do," Ben Franklin wrote, * and with them every-
thing." Laborare est orare, as mr, Hubbard concurred: "Life without
industry is guilt."

If God's command has not alone sufficed to induce American material-
ism, there has been that other reason, for which Crevecoeur rejoiced:
"We are all animated with the spirit of industry, which is unfettered,
and unrestrained because each person works for himself." And why not,
De Toqueville said, where men "are always surrounded by more than they
can appropriate?"

Always obedience to God has limited to innocence the force of devotion
and self-interest. wneither the rules nor the rulers have allowed the
serpent to tempt them. If this condition has caused Walter Lippmann's
"derangement of functions," the cause could only be seen by one who
had eaten of the forbidden tree and shall surely die. Paul Herring,
at least, saw clearly when he explained that the task of democratic
politics is "to evolve and execute policy reflecting the desires of
the community and ... meeting the demands,for security an& prosperity."

See then the politics of the American Garden.
Crossing the luxuriant terrain, the American marches behind two ban-

ners, indifferent by "sheer will" to the coiled monsters that might
tempt him off his path. Behind the Black standard throbs the chant:
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"Men ain't in politics for nothin'." Behind the White emblem rings
the strain: "He adds up for millions to the average man's dream of
what he might be and say and do."

Crevecoeur raised the Black banner and urged: "The American ought to
love his country ... His labour is founded on the basis of nature,
self-interest; can it want a stronger allurement?" And if Spencer and
Sumner bore the flag a century later, it was the same color. The Am-
erican Adam has loved because he could be selfish and loves by being
selfish Cooper immortalized him, and Lawrence exclaimed: "An iso-
late, almost stoic enduring man, who lives by death, by killing, but
who is pure white. This is the very intrinsic-most American.”

Holding heaven-ward the White emblem,” Thomas Paine implored, "Instead
of gazing at .each other, with suspicious or doubtful curiosity, let
each of us hold out to his neighbor the hearty hand of friendship,
united in drawing a line, which, like an act of oblivion shall bury-in
forgeétfulness every former dissention." If the devoted have not turned
to another man in this act of oblivion (living oblivion), it has been
Dorothy Dix' "this sacred cause", or James Baird Weaver's "the right-
eous movement." Or this forgetfulness has been found in De Leon's
Socialism, which "moves with its feet firmly planted on the ground,
and its head not lost in the clouds; it takes Science by the hand,asks
her to lead, and goes withersoever she points.”

The Brother-Fathers who made the Constitution, viewed with acute dis-
taste the capacity and propensity for this devotion among the men in
the Garden. "A zeal for different opinions" and "an attachment to
different leaders" were causes of "faction™ as well as the ability of
some men: to pluck apples more quickly than others. Now the Brother-
Fathers were rational men, and, though self-interest was an innocent
matter, it had the appeal of rationality of which devotion was devoid.
The means of fulfilling the Public "good" defined by the Sovereign:
eat freely, be innocent, would have to be self-interest.

Since the Public "Good" was %o be free innocently, it would, of courses,
be more accurate to call "liberty" a Public Necessity, an end which
simply had to be, like romance without clothes. Except for the nec-
essity of liberty, then, American Adams have from the beginning inno=-
cently assumed the equal value of all interests. If two Adams wish
the same apple (desgite the fact that there are plenty for all), the
problem is to adjust the claims of both Adams while retaining the lib-
erty :of both because no interest except that of liberty is superior,

That the Brother-Fathers turned to the works of God, rather than to
the genius of men, to solve this problem is not amazing, Madison
gave a paragraph in his Federalist #10 to the worth of "enlightened
statesmen." He reported in what is one of his larger understasements
that such men are rare in Eden. And even if they did exist they would
be useless generally. They would "in many cases"™ have to take into
account "indirect and remote considerations which will rarely prevail
over the immediate interests." "It is vain to say that enlightened
statesmen will be able to adjust thgse clashing interests..." Men of
that breed have no place in kden; they shall sursly die. '
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But observe the Garden, where the robin eats the worms that eat the
apple that plants the tree that roosts the robin that hides the cat
that eats the robin that ... The mechanics of American Constitution-
alism are too well known to need extensive explanation here. Since
enlightened statesmen are useless, checks and balances must suffice.
Checks and balances operate by the action and counteraction of self-
interested men, Liberty and stability are preserved only as men act
selfishly., It is selfless to be selfish,

Such are the products of innocent men,

If politics is a qualitative concern, it is a quantitative matter.
When American political scientists shifted their innocent eyes from
legal positivism, they moved as innocently to sociological positivism,
Politics is, to Adam Blaisdell, "a process" rather than "static con-
cepts." And Adam Schattschneider summed it up in saying that politics
is "a maneuver with numbers." In the way that Americans have under-
stood the politician, then, it is, by definition, correct for Herring
to assert that the politician "has treated government as a problem of
mechanics rather than as a question of morals,"

The force that makes robins eat worms, however, does not make worms
the companions of robins. Lf men were cats and robins and worms to
the Brother-Fathers, the Imitator-Founders made a political system
that encouraged them to be more of the same, If men were divided from
each other, American Constitutionalism has not united them. When
Stimson oullitt complained that "a politician has few friends," he was
talking about politics that have on occasion given to the power of de-
votion its opportunity to upset the best laid plans of imitative Adams.
Where else but in Eden would a Henry Wallace feel compelled to pro-
claim: "People are more important than pigs."

The expansive and inclusive bonds which have identified Americans
with their Garden have, of course, made of their liberty by division
an underlying unity. But the more immediate motives for the unity

by which Americans have eaten freely and fulfilled their responsibility
to dress and to keep the Garden were manifest at least by the time

of Andrew Jackson. On the one hand the power of devotion, which was
never to be completely squashed by the Brother-Fathers, united men

in a mighty wave of faith in their leader. "Yes," William Emmons
exclaimed, "and the glory and renown that will be awarded him in
after time--yea, and by those who now revile him--will endure and

and increase in splendor even when theirs will be as dust forgot."
Nota bene, devotion of common men for very embodiment of "common man".

With Jacksonianism, on the other hand, came Mr. Marcy: "It may be,
sir, that the politicians of New York are not so fastidious as some
gentlemen are, as to disclosing the principles on which they act.
They boldly greach what they practice....They see nothing wrong in
the rule tha o the VICTOR belongs the spoils...." Unity, too,
could be founded on self-interest.

And the American system of checks and balances, which has provided
freedom from action, has been counter-acted by the "machine" of the
"Boss" or the "following" of a McCarthy, which have given men freedom
for action,
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But we must not assume that unity, any more than division, has been
achieved with the sacrifice of innocence. Hear the twentieth cen-
tury's embodiment of the common man discuss the Public Good: "Through-
out this book," Henry Wallace wrote in his Paths to Plenty, "I have
used the phrase 'general welfare' liberally.... Nowhere have I de-
fined 'general welfare'...because I believe that in a democracy every
individual ought to define the general welfare in his own way." Or
listen to Ed Flynn's justification of Mr. Marcy's doctrine: If to

the victor belongs the spoils is immoral, "then man is immoral"--
period.

Eden--land of obediently free innocence.,

It is not true, however, the Americans suffer violent controversies
because of their utter delight in questions of good and evil? Have
not some of the mightiest waves of political action turned on ethical
judgements?

And Slavery. Boorstin is persuasive in his demonstration that much
of the issue turned upon the examination of eConomic and sociological
facts which would prove whether slaves were or were not of material
benefit to Americans., George Fitzhugh: "Society has been so quiet
and contented in the South..." Hinton Helper: "Slavery has poluted
and impoverished your lands; freedom will restore them to their
virgin purity, and add from twenty to thirty  dollars to every acre."
But Boorstin too readily discards the power of devotion. When
Garrison called: "Duty is ours and events are God's," his followers
echoed: "To be without a plan is the true genius and glory of the
Anti-slavery enterprise." No wonder the Brother-Fathers feared
devotion. In any case, it was not a question of ethics., Liberty

is a necessity in the Garden and necessity is morality.

Or Prohibition?

Yes, prohibition was more than mere material or spiritual asceticism.
It was an example, a phenomenal spectacle, of American seeking, by
"sheer will", to retain their freedom from the serpent, even to drive
him forever more from their peaceful garden. "That fiend," "The
poisonous draught indignant spurn.”

Evil literature? The court recognized the real issue when in allow-
ing the public to read the book, it ruled: "whilst in many places
the effect of Ulysses on the reader is somewhat emetic, nowhere does
it tend to be an aphrodisiac." Burn all serpents, for innocence is
not only safe; it is the ocommand of God.

Corrupt political machines? The machine is an army, Ed Flynn insisted.
"and there must be discipline." But if the machine is unified, the
reformers urge, it is tyrannous and unresponsive to the citizens.
"What's the constitution among friends," Tim Campbell laughed. But

if the machine takes care of its supporters, the reformers cry,it

is illegal, wasteful,, inefficient and guilty of favoritism. Ah!

the condemnation of Innocents.

The reformer's solution for the innocent behavior of the machipe is
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more of the same. It takes two paths, while enlightened statesmen
remain, of course, out of the question. Harold Rowntree in his book,
Smash the Political Machine, repeated the American distaste for such
statesmen and revealed one of the paths: "...when those who aspire
to be leaders of political thought refrain from holding public office
and when all those holding public office...regard it as their fore-
most duty to harmonize their official actions with average public
opinion, then, and not until then, will we enjoy the freedom that
only a truly representative government can give us." TFor Rowntree's
devotion to this common denominator, others recognized the importance
of devices which would make it in the interest of "those holding
public office" to heed " average public opinion",

For those offices where the quest for efficiency has precluded
elections, Americans have taken another path in their reform which
has been at once nothing new, yet very new. With the organization
of an impartial, efficient civil service, the American Adam gave
official status to his concept of "merit". Merit is "expertise" in
the American mind; it is "know how". It is the culmination of the
American's search for innocent achievement, As it almost transcends
the motives of self-interest and devotion, however, it will be no
more successful than the other devices to which Americans have
turned, probably less so.

Behind the two slack and White banners, the Americans have marched
through the natural frontier andback again through the social fron-
tier,

If Americans have shifted their eyes from "inner-direction" to

"other direction", it has been because increasingly more have taken
to the march of the devoted, If they have moved from the "protestant
ethic" to the "social ethic", it has only been because the bearers

of the White flag have increased in numbers far beyond those moving
behind the Black emblem,

The shift, in short, has been innocent,

But the very fact that the march has moved from the old frontier
through John Dewey's and Samuel Lubell's "social frontier" has led
to the increase of the devoted., If that "intrinsic-most" American
has been puzzled by the social frontier, by "its very beneficence"
as W. H. Whyte has said, there is good reason. The natural and
technological abundance, the extreme complexity, the mobility, and
the vastness of the social frontier have made it exceedingly dif-
ficult for one to know what his self-interest is. Almost by default,
American Adams have had to join the march where devotion gives some
answer at least,

Thus has emerged the modern phenomena in which Americans choose
their leaders less on the platform of whether they are, like the
trees, "good for food" and more on the impression of whether they
are "pleasant to the sight". Or as Stimpson Bullitt protested:
Instead of judging leaders, the American "tastes them".

If America has had her dialectic, the choice between devotion to
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God and to Self has been that perpetual dialectic in which the poles
have merged and divided and merged and divided again innocently
sterile. It has been as White which is black confronting Black
which is white and producing Black-White which is White-Black.

We might call it Hartz's "tradition" or Boorstin's "giveness" or

De Tocqueville's "philosophical method" or James' "pragmatism",

And we might call in the "timelessness"™ of Eden,

The future lies in the past, the past in the present. The mechanics
of the organization, resting upon the objectivity of "merit", will
meet sufficiently neither the forces of self-interest nor of devotion.
Too much mechanical innocence will be submerged by the impulse for
human innocence. If Americans will not want virtue, they will want
warmth, as Bullitt has observed; if they will care less for honesty,
they will care more for sincerity.

If community will be sought to counter-act the frigidness of organ-
ized life, however, Americans will not want much more of it than
they ever have, And many will withdraw into their own cynical
Gardens, gardens of innocence where these happy-sad Americans will
not see the immense meaning in their sad-happy claims of meaning-
lessness.,

Others will glance out at their Garden, and they will call poverty,

abundance; labor, play; leadership, leaderlessness; morality, in-

nocence; death, life; time, timelessness; they will make Gray,

Black and White; they will say of great men and small men that

they were just American Adams; and these namers will be American
fei erms as innocent as ever before, '

Reprinted from the Village Voice by special permission of Jules Feiffer -
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Po achieve impact, reform and
change is and has been one of the
most persistent of liberal and
radical causes throughout all his-
tory. We are told by political
and social theorists that indi-
vidual men, unable to change their
environment, form groups to achieve
what they alone cannct. The stu-
dent movement of the past few years
has demonstrated this drive once
again, perhaps in a more lively
and conscious form than we have
perceived in recent years.,

students, especially Negroes
in Southern colleges and the Nor-
thern middle class whites for the
past two or three years, demon-
strated that this felt need to
enact sweeping social and politi-
cal reform has not died complete-
ly in the age of mass society.
ret, today, there seem to come
woeful sighs from the leaders of
the various student groups lament-
ing the decline of interest and the
loss of the zeal which was so pre-
valent so short a time ago. woou-
thern students, growing more "poli-
tical”, have begun to veer away
from the dramatic civil disobedi-
ence demonstrations exemplified by
sit-ins, kneel-ins, wade-ins, and
the numerous other more visible
and physical activities designed
to awaken the rest of the country
to the pli:ht of the Southern we-
gro and, more important, to appeal
to the conscience of the oppressor
by allowing oneself to be beaten
and jailed. Indeed, at one time,
and still prevalent among the more
intense Southern Negro student,
the idea of going to jail was con-
sidered an interim goal. If one
hadn't been jailed at least once,
and had suffered the pain of phy-
sical torture, one was not entire-
ly aecepted as a fully jualified
member of the movement.

The names of sites of civil
disobedience are now famous, as
are the leaders. The mass media
have, though not with eagerness,

reported the incidents at aAlbany,
Orangeburg, Atlanta, Montgomery.

The nation has become at least
somewhat aware of the struggles of
Martin Luther King, and the stu-
dent workers in SNCC (pronounced
"Snick")-- the Student Non-Violent
Co-ordinating Committee; the news
media have covered as well the
Freedom Rides and the horrible vio-
lence which followed. Yet if one
visits some Southern Negro colleges,
with the expectation of seeing a
movement, a general student fervor,
one will usually be disappointed.
The mood appears to be one of a-
pathy; the movement is carried on
by a handful. Instead of student
rallies, fund-raising, sit-ins, and
voter registration "drives", one
often finds campus elections de-
termining who the next college
queen will be for homecoming. In-
stead of a collective awareness of
the necessity to press for equal
rights in the South, there seems

to be a pervasive desire to "make
it through" and to engagze in the
numerous. social diversities found
on any college campus., Apparently
the revolution cannot yet replace
the "normal" college life, However,
these students are aware of the ab-
normality of the life beyond the
campus, and perhaps therein lies
the conflict. Negro students are
aware they are not receiving an educ-
ation comparable to that received
in white schools, and they are a-
ware of the inadequacy of the stan-
dards of their secondary schools.

In addition, they know that employ-—
ment opportunities are severely cir-
cumscribed, and that on graduation
they will most likely become teach-
ers in the inadeqguate and segregated
Negro schools. Most of all, they
are aware that the movement of those
with whom they at least identify,
though not necessarily cooperate,
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of either participating in the re-
volution and coming to know that
one will not succeed in breaking
down the barriers, or not partici-
pating and trying to live in an
alien, white world., The American
desire for a better material posi-
tion remains constant, as is the
conflict between working for an
improved society, and an improved
individual economic position,

Thus, the revolution is con-
ducted by revolutionaries who feel
that their situation as a group, a
class, a race, is intolerable., It
is no longer adequate to wait for
legislation, to pressure polltely
for reform; the time for them is
now, and material considerations
aside, they have engulfed them-
selves in a battle with the domin-
ant society, and have determined
to make their values prevail in
the society around them.

Yet the revolution has met
with frustration; the enemy, to
paraphrase James Meredith, is
resourceful, and is combatting
the drive for equality and brother-
hood with every means at his dis-
posal, He, as well, has determin-
ed to prevail, and has. co-opted
the tide of history, and has at-
tempted to re-form it in his own
image. lFioreover, the enemy will
stop at nothing; jails, brutality,
legal and extra-legal tactics to-
ken integration among them, cor-
rupt courts, and open flouting of
the federal government, are but
weapons in his vast arsenal. He
is prepared to risk all for the
maintenance of a social and eco-
-nomic system that is depraved and
anachronistic. And in staking all
on this one system, this one "prin-
ciple", he is making social reform
and amelioration - change - more
and more impossible,

For the Southern Negro revo-
lutionary, the jail, the police
dogs, the hatred, all had a mean=
ing; they were seen as necessary

for the attainment of their goal,
and by suffering, somehow they- were
achieving impact, they were accomp-
lishing change. At times, such as
recently in Georgia and Mississippi,
hundreds participated and were jail-
ed, and there was a consciousness
that this was the way Jesus would
have done it. If death came, then
it came: it was a part of the
responsibility, and if their white
brethren reacted to nonviolence,
a response of love, and a passion
for conciliation, with pitiless
assualts, then this, too, was part
of the responsibility. Yet, this
would change--it seemed destined
to change, for the struggle was,
after all a religious one as well
as a technique designed to mini-
mize physical harm in direct con-
fiiets

But the central fact of the
South is that it is not changing
toward a non-violent way, and if
religion were relevant to the stu-
dents who sat-in and went willing-
ly to jail in the steps of their
Master, it was not relevant to
their socio-cultural environment.
If anything, the South, through a
growing dependence on government.
defense contracts in a cold war
economy, was becoming more vio-
lence-oriented, and the Negro
community unfortunately more eager
to share in the spoils., If the
impact and change were to be con-
sciously achieved, and not sur-
rendered to economic forces and
social drift, then a more power-
ful stance vis-a-vis the white -
community would have to be taken;
if political change was to be
achieved, then a voter-oriented

direction would have to be establish-

ed. An agonizing re-appraisal has
been undertaken, since it became
obvious that sit-ins, though they
desegrated drug stores and swim-
ming pools, did no change the_
social fabrlc'maln alng a se gre-
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next to Negroes, hated and feared
them as much as they did sitting
apart from Negroes. The funda-
mental goal, achieving an inte-
grated society, was not achieved
by desegregating public facilities,
or even in rare instances public
housing. Public schools, as well,
were far from integrated as "to-
kenism" became synonumous with
desegregation. Moral and di-
rected social change has begun to
be viewed as a near impossibility.
Hopes that the coming industriali-
zation would invoke the spirit of
the enlightenment have been dashed
by low-wage, segregated employment.
Unions, in the very few places

they can be organized in the South,
often take equivocal stands on se-
gregation and are considerably
less militant than Walter Reuther
about the question of social reform
and integrated locals., But possib-
ly the most discouraging fact has
been the discovery that the South-
ern White youth (aged 18 to 29) in
whom such hope had been placed har-
bors the most racial prejudice of
any age group.

. . .

The fate of the Northern stu-
dent liberal has been equally as
poignant as that of his Southern
Negro brother. Goaded on by a
sense of urgency, and driven to
the picket line by a sense of im-
mediate and terrible nuclear des-
truction, he, too, has faced the
agony of losing hope. Progress
has been a constant dream in Amer-
ican history -- there has always
been the hope that at least the
lot of the next generation would
be better than that of the last.
Progress was believed in, antici-
pated. America, the only develop-
ed country supposed to lack a
permanent proletariat, held out
not only the promise of material
but of spiritual advancement:
history was working for and with
us to produce a "city on the hill"

for all to see. The Northern,
middle class, politically aware and
emotionally sensitive student was
a product of this history. His was
the "take-over" generation, but
what it seemed to be taking over
was a society fraught with mass
anxiety, and plagued by nuclear-
age problems which it had neither
the background nor, in many cases,
the inclination to understand. This,
a naive generation, brought up in
the politics of apathy and despair,
and "tempered by mMcCarthyism", turn-
ed to public protest in the forms
of picketing, student journals,
mass demonstrations and more "di-
rect" methods of demonstration of
Ghandhian extract such as illegal
submarine boardings, and hunger
strikes and vigils on the steps of
government buildings.

For what movement there was
in the wnorth was, as in the South,
centered around the university,
but rather than integration, the
main impetus was for peace. The
mainspring seemed to be the totality
and imminence of war, and thus the
drive was for a total peace; but
whereas there was distinct possibil-
ity of total war, there was not even
a definition of total peace. Pacif-
ism never was a viable alternative
within the american context, and
there was even serious debate among
pacifists over whether non-cooper-
ation with legitimate authority
through Ghandi-type demonstrations
was compatible with the vision of
a democratic society with due res-
pect for laws sanctioned and made
by the people and their duly elect-
ed representatives. The picket
sign, long the trademark of the
union strike, could not possibly
bring success since not only could
it be crossed by a majority which
advocated completely opposite
policies, (picketing in.favor of a
public policy has come into vogue)
but could be circumnavigated and
even transcended by a president
who azreed, completely erasing
any overtones of student protTest
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that might have lingered.

Today the picket sign seems to
have entered the point of diminish-
ing returns, and more and more signs
and picketers are needed to achieve
the same impact on the political
community. what is obvious is that
as a means for broadcasting ideas,
pickets have been far less effec-
tive than a favorahle article in a
magazine like LOOK: and as a means
for changing present policy,they
have been nearly totally inef-
fectual. The direction seems to
be one of establishing study groups,
of analysing and writing, and stu-
dents seem to have begun to be ac-
climated to a situation ot perman-
ent crisis. The revolt was against
the swift and harsh currents of
political change which rendered
the individual helpless in a morass,
the end of which somehow was nuc-
lear death. Wwith the proposition
that such death might lie some-
where in the future, and that it
was conceivable that we might not
all die -- each individual con-
ceived himself as one of the sur-
vivors (who can conceive himself
dead?) the protest lost its edge
and the revolution its fervor,
students began to realize that
they could not change the present
course, even if they could under-
stand it. Efforts directed at
military incursions into the
mainstream of American life,
at the fear-provoking shelter
program and the u. S. adolescent
reluctance to pursue a foreign
policy based on anything but mili-
tary might, met with frustration
as the peace movements realized
that what they were fighting was
too big to be met with the lance
of peaceful alternatives.,

. . .

The adult liberal community
never assisted the student move-
ments in any meaningful sense, but
rather served often as reins on stu-
dent zeal. The militant civil_

rights groups were cautioned to

"go slow" and the peace groups

were warned against advocating po-
tentially "subversive" politics,

as if anything could be more sub-
versive to the American democracy
than the garrison state into which
we were plunging. There was oppor-
tunity for a resurrection of the
0ld liberals and Depression-era rad-
icals to reassert themselves with
resources born of experience and
some monetary wealth; what was dis-
covered was a labor movement hedgy
on integration, non-ideological,
and rapidly losing political ground
with an apathetic, and often pol-
itically conservative membership.,
The "more now" of Gompers loomed as
an alien monolith to those seeking
trade-union leadership for progres-
sive causes, and even the old CIO
seemed to have capitulated.

A spirit of rugged paternalism
prevailed, and the students, frus-
trated with the immovability of so-
cial forces, encountered stagnant
complacency among those from whom
support was expected. Perhaps the
students working so assiduously on
the voter registration drive in
Mississippi would never have received
liberal support had they not une
earthed for all the world to see
the brutal depravity and sadism
which underpins the system of seg-
regation.

But today students in North-
ern schools have begun to live with
the Bomb in macabre togetherness,
and protesting its existence and its
uses is seen as futile. Revolution
lies now emasculated, its impact
absorbable in a society which moves
furiously on to a stagnant madness.
Though life hangs Damoclean, mass
anxiety somehow adjusts itself to
mass realities, and revolt, incom-
municable, is hastily buried by
forces and shadows, menacing and om-
nipotent. Men are oblivious to men
and for students the warm comfort
of academia and a self-perpetrated
security beckons Siren-like to the
would be rebel,
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In 1960, Zengakuren became al-
most a household word to political=-
1ly aware Americans. At that time
this student group, with the sup-
port of the powerful labor federa-
tion, Sohyo, rocked Japan with a
series of demonstrations against
the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, re-
ceiving worldwide attention. In
the last analysis, the demonstra-—
tions, which involved more than
300,000 people throughout Japan,
failéd because the Security Treaty
was finally forced through the
Diet (parliament) by the conserva-
tive government of Prime Minister
Kishi., XKishi's victory cost him
his job, however, and showed that
"oovernment by demonstration"
could be at least partially suc®
cessful. It also proved that the
Japanese student movement, led by
the Zengakuren, was a dynmamic force
within Japanese society with power
felt far beyond the campus.

Since the Security Treaty riots
in 1960, little has been heard from
the Japanese students. Part of the
reason for this is that politics
have assumed a more normal posture
and no longer bring thousands to
the streets. Another reason for
this silence is that Zengakuren has
been severely weakened by a combi-
nation of internal struggles and
widespread student apathy.

There are nearly 600,000 stu-—
dents in Japan. About one-half of
these are affiliated with the Zen-
cakuren. The Japanese student
faced with many more difficulties
than is his American counterpart,
must undergo a seemingly endless
series of examinations which sus-
tain a feeling of anxiety and
pressure during his entire aca-
demic career. Indeed, many stu-
dents who fail to pass entrance
examninations to the better uni-
versities will wait an entire year
and take the tests again with
i ner expectations., In addition
to this pressure, more than half

of the gapanese students must
work to pay for their expenses.
Such work, called arbeit by the
Japanese, often takes much of the
studert's time and is an added
source of frustration and worry.

While Japanese society has
become more liberal since the war,
there are still many unsurmountable
social and class barriers. The

rospect of becoming a sarariman
%salaried man) working Tor one of
the gigantic corporations is not

an inviting one for many students.
Japanese youth, torn from many of
its cultural traditions by indust-
rialization and westernization,
has not yet been able to find new
foundations. The older generation,
still tied to the past and separated
from the youth by tremendous poli-
tical and technological change, has
been unable to provide any basis for
transition.

The Japanese student has sought
to find answers to the problem of
exploitation in a modern industrial
society, which is in many ways less
complex and advanced than is our own,
and to the Mmenace of atomic war,
which has struck Japan twice and is
a vital issue in Japanese political
and social life.

Many students have turned to
radical polotics for their answer
t0 the ills of society. At least
part of Zengakuren's strength lies
in the fact that it represents the
conscience of the student generation
Its leaders are Marxists and seek
to build a student movement which
not only can deal with the needs of
students(co-operative restaurants,
book shops, and tailors), but can
also have more influence on the
political 1life of the nation.
Interestingly enough, Zengakuren is
strongest at the high prestige
national universities and draws its
leadership from many of the top
students in economics, sociology,
and political science. The smaller
and less important private colleges
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usually are not in the mainstream

of student political life.and, in
fact, the majority of Japanese stur
dents are not at all involved in the
student movement. Unconcerned with
political problems, their interest
lies only in completing their edu-
cation and taking their places in
the elite of the Japanese social
structure. Indeed, many of the
students involved in Zengakuren de-
monstrations will soon -make their
peace with the system and become
cogs in the corporate wheels, bring-
ing with them organizational know=—
ledge gained in the radical move-
ment.

The general political situation
in Japan has had a profound influ-
ence on the student movement. The
ruling Liberal-Democratic party has
been firmly entrenched in power
since the formation of a represen-
tative govermment in Japan after the
war. With the strong support of the
farmers and middle class, its pro-
spects for continuing in power are
extremely good, though long term
population shifts from the country-
side to the city and the continued
growth of a working class might
shift the political balance in the
next decade. The Socialists, re-
cently split into two parties (the
Japan Socialist Party and the
smaller and more conservative De-
mocratic Socialist Party) have the
support of about 35% of the voters
and the loyalty of the working
classes in the cities. The Com-
munist Party now has only 2.8% of
the electorate and plays virtually
no role in parliamentary politics,
though it has been pointed out that
they do have an important role with-
in other organizations and their
front groups have gained substan-
tial support.

Theologial Paul Tillich, after
a recent visit to Japan, pointed out
that the function of the Socialists
is not to bring socialism but to
naintain democracy, In a very real
sense this analysis is justified.
lany radicals have little use for

"parliamentarianism" and are inter-
ested only in.a wide ranging so-
cial revolution which would sub-
stantially alter the social sys-

tem and do away with capitalism.
Zengakuren students freely express
their hostility to the Diet and all
that it stands for. It is also true
that Japanese democracy is less than
15 years old and has not developed
the traditions that are so necessary
for a stable government. Large
segments of the population from the
Communists and many of the radical
students on the left, to the ex-
treme monarchists and traditional-
ists on the right have little
committment to the Constitution.
That violence often takes place
within the Diet itself among the
deputies certainly does not en-—
hance the "image" of parliamentar-
ianism. The recent assassination of
the respected socialist leader
Anasuma by right wing terrorists is
an example of this trend.

Within this political context,
it is not difficult to understand
the Zengakuren's lack of respect for
the Constitution and the Diet.

Faced by a situation in which stu-
dents can have no real power in
elections students have sought other
means of influencing political
affairs. Zengakuren has tried to
court the powerful labor movement,
dominated by the Socialist labor
federation, Sohyl, but has general-
ly been unsuccessful in its attempts.
Workers often resent the interfer-
ence of students in their affairs;
conflict is heightened by class hos-
tilities. Zengakuren's revolution-
ary political position has alienated
many of the more conservative union-
ists. It is fair to say that the
students do not speak the same
language as most workers, who are
enjoying their greatest period of
prosperity and are not prepared to
engage in a revolution against the
existing system.

The Zengakuren has changed its-
emphasis from "campus" to "national"
issues in recent years The activi-
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ties during the period of the Secur-
ity Treaty debates in 1960 were,
perhaps, the zenith of Zengakuren's
influence in society and on campus.
This was, in a sense, the "moment of
truth" for the student movement.

Its failure to influence the outcome
of the debate in the Diet has been
the cause of much disillusionment a-
mong the less committed of Zengakur-
en's activists. Despite the fact
that the students were instrumental
in precipitating the fall of the
Kishi government and actually did
succeed in preventing the visit of
President Eisenhower to Japan, there
was a rather widespread feeling that
the revolution had slipped from
their hands and that an all impor-—
tant opportunity was lost. Many
former Zengakuren students have re-
treated into a Japanese version of
"Beatnikism" and those who have re-
mained in the movement are somewhat
more realistic about their poten-—
tial. Indeed, "failure" in 1960
combined with the rejection of Zen-—
gakuren by striking miners last year
has caused a substantial reappraisal
of policy and tactics by the Zenga-
kuren.

Since Zengakuren began to follow
an independent policy, it has been
labelled everything from Trotskyist
to Maoist. The leadership of the
traditional parties tend to dis-
parge the power and influence of the
student movement, though its member-
ship and political -activity have
proved its viability. Zengakuren
is dominated by students who are
Marxist in their orientation and
revolutionary in their tactics.

They not only criticize the con-
cervatives but have issued invec=—
tives against most of the radical
parties as well, urging them to
maintain a revolutionary position.
They feel that the Communist Party
is dominated by bureaucratic ele-
ments and is completely unable to
take a constructive role in Japan-
ese political life.

When the Soviet Union exploded
its fifty megaton bomb, Zengakuren

issued a statement ringing with the
language of the Communist manifes-—
to calling on students to rise in
protest against the Russian tests.
30,000 students heeded the call
throughout Japan in a ‘series of
demonstrations. Zengakuren has
strongly criticised both the Rus-~
sians and Chinese as being bureau-
cratic and anti-revolutionary.
Though the student movement spares
the United States and its allies in
the Japanese rulirg classes little
criticism, Soviet nuclear testing
was criticised ag a threat to the
working class and the Chinese "com=
mune" system was called an "equal=—
ization of poverty" by the Zengaku-
ren's newspaper. Despite its vocal
"anti-Stalinism" the Zengakuren re-
mains a2 member of the Communist con-
trolled International Union of Stu-
dents, with headquarters in Prague.
At the recent conference of the IUS
held in Moscow, the president of
Zengakuren, Hitoshi Nemoto, and
other Japanese students staged an
anti-bonb demonstration in Red Square
and were stopped by the police in
short order. In addition, they ini-
tiated one of the few real discus-—
sions which have taken place within
the IUS in recent years on the sub-
ject of nuclear weapons testing.
Today, the Zengakuren stands as
a mere shadow of its former self,
though it is still clearly the larg-
est  and most active student organi-
zation in Japan and indeed the only
national student movement in the
country. The prospects for the fu-
ture of the organization are not
bright as the factional splits are
becoming deeper and more serious.
The student community is becoming
less political as the Japanese poli-
tical situation becomes more hope-
less; trend within the Zengakuren
are back in the direction of concen-
tration on student services rather
than natural political 1life though
there is still much political
thought. The inevitable result of
this trend is the increased aliena-
tion of the student movement from
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the mainstream of Japanese life and
a broadening of the gap between gen-—
erations. If the graduates of the
Zengakuren were able to work within
the existing political parties, they

would undoubtably exercise a substan=—

tial influence because of their so-
phistication and experience. To
late, however, they have not done
no and have confined themselves to
scademic writing or have withdrawn

POEM

Badly twisted willows
Swirl remnants of light
Into & canyon of quarreling winds.,

Nothing is left
To pioneer the mind of God
Or hear the song the snow is singing.

The children's whispers
Are less frequent now
Beneath the lead-grey fog of reason.

.so Linda Evans
(reprinted from SEED)

/mAcfi\l;E[ -
IOO a \ear

from political life altogether.
Contempt for:the political, so-
cial, and economic institutions of
present day Japan continues to grow
among the students. Without some
sort of rapproachement between the
students and society at large, per-
ticularly the socialist and labor
movements,; e student movement will
remain ineffective and will continue
to lose whatever vitality it now ‘has.
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This most recent work of James
Baldwin appeared originally as two
egsays: "Letter from a Region of My
Mind", in the New Yorker(November 17,
1962), and "A Tetter to My Nephew",
in a special December, 1962 issue of
The Progressive, commemorating the
T00th anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation.

The first and by far the longer
of the two essays Baldwin begins with
e description of his religious crisis
at age 14 and his subsequent conver-
gsion in a Pentacostal storefront
church. The conversion experience
has been described in much greater de-
tail in Baldwin's earlier novel, Go
Tell It on the Mountain, which is both
a critical and a sympathetic treat-
ment of the basic theology of the
storefront church: critical because
Baldwin sees a terrible lot of hypo-
crisy in the lives of the saints.

"T really mean," he writes, "that
there was no love in the church. It
was a mask for hatred and self-hat-
red and despair. The transfiguring
power of the Holy Ghost ended when
the service ended, and salvation
stopped ‘at the church door."

Sympathetic because "there is
still, for me," Baldwin writes,"no
pathos quite like the pathos of those
multi-colored, worn, somehow triumph-
ant, transfigured faces, speaking
from the depths of a visible, tangible,
continuing despair of the goodness of
the Lord. I have never seen anything
to equal the fire and excitement that
sometimes, without warning, fills a
church, causing the church, as Lead-
belly and so meny others have testi-
fied, to rock."

Go Tell It on the Mountain is
the sTory of how & boy gets "saved".

-He lay silent, racked beyond en-
durance, selt drying on his face,
with nothing in him anymore, no
lust, no fear, no. shame, no hops.
And yet he kmew that it would
come again -- the darkmess was

c Fe Net Tme (A Rviea) by Cdo

Dial Press, New York, 1963
os 120 pageé i ns X350

of demons crouching, waiting

to worry him with their teeth

again ... And he struggled to

flee —— out of this darkmess,

out of this company —- into the

land of the living, so high, so

far away.-

Here is a substantial clue
to Baldwin's writing. Since he,
himself uses the word "demons", it
geems legitimate to say that his
writing is an attempt tc come face
to face with, and to unmask the de-
monic depths of human existence.

-To defend oneself against a
fear is simply to insure that
one will, one day, be conquered
by it; fears must be faced.-

In Baldwin's novels it is fear
and blindness and terror which seem
to come naturally to man., Love, by
contrast, becomes a demending,risky,
and usually difficult pilgrimmage,
to which meny are called mt few suc-
ceed. "To tell the truth," comments
one of Baldwin's characters, "I
think she probably loved Rufus,
really loved him ..." Vivaldo re-
plies: "How abnormal can you get!"

When he writes about the ab-
normality of love, Baldwin writes
from en intimate awareness. For
he was born in Harlem, reared in
Harlem, where, as he writes in his
"Letter from a Region of my Mind":

-The wages of sin were visible
everywhere, in every wine-
stained and urine-splashed hall-
way, in every clanging ambulance
bell, in every scar on the faces
of the pimps and their whores,in
every helpless, newborn baby be-
ing brought into this danger, in
every knife and pistol fight on
the avenue, and in every disast-
erous bulletin: a cousin, mother
of six, suddenly gone mad, the
children parcelled out here and
there; an indestructible aunt
rewarded for years of hard la-
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bor by a slow, agonizing death

in a terrible small room; some-

one's bright son blown into e-
ternity by his own hand; ano-
ther turned robber and carried
off to jail. It was a summer
of dreadful speculationg and
discoveries ..."

The world is very depraved.

And when one has lived in a
society that lashes out at every
turn with hostility, a society
that "seems determined to cut you
down ... it begins to be almost
impossible to distinguish a real
from a fancied injury."

Most of Baldwin's characters
have trouble at this point. They
have seen and felt and lived with
so much hurt for so long a time
that they stand close to the brink
of paranois.

Baldwin's description of his
visit with Elijah Muhammad, leader
of the Black Muslim movement, is
revealing, "I've come," Elijah
says to his followers, "to give
you something which can never be
taken away from you." The pre-
cious gift is nothing less, noth-
ing more than the restoration to a
people of a sense of their own
worth, "“People cannot live with-
out this sense; they will do any-
thing whatever to regain it."

And one suspects that when
all the crazy doctrine of the -
Black Muslim movement has been de-
mythologized, the one sine qua non
that will continue to give the
movement energy and appeal is the
need, shared by all human beings,
to find something that will give
them a sense of their own worth.

Faced with such appalling ex-
amples of human depravity, other
writers, born in Harlem and reared
in Harlem, have battled for a
time, grown disillusoined, and ul-
timately have ended up in the
ranks of the expatriates. This is
easy to understand, for as the

late Jamss Weldon Johnson, an
American Negro poet, wrote in his
autobiography,

~-From the day I set foot in
France I became aware of a
quick readjustment to life and
environment., I was suddenly
free; free from a sense of
impending discomfort, inse-
curity, danger; free from the
conflict with the Man-Negro
dualism and the innumerable
maneuvers in thought and be-
havior that it compels; free
from the problems of the many
obvious or subtle adjustments
to 2 multitude of bans and
taboos; free from special
scorn, special tolerance,
special condescension, special
commiseration: free merely to
be a man,-

But Baldwin, by contrast,
seems to be calling the expatri-
ate home, and one wonders if the
final chapters in Another Countr*,
the return of Eric from his Me -
erranean retreat, and—the—arrival
of Yves, Eric's young homosexual
companion, isn't a cryptic way of
saying what Baldwin means when he
writes that "fears must be faced."
There is no escape, neither in re-
ligion, nor in France. In the end
Eric must come home, to work out
his own salvation in his own back-
yard.

-Beth of the two essays in

The Fire Next Time, end with mag-

nificent credos, emancipation pro-
clamations which despite all the
demons with which our white civil-
ization has saddled itself, sug-
gest the greatness that may be,
that can be. In the letter to his
nephew, Baldwin concludes:

-You don't be afraid. I said
it was intended that you
should perish in the ghetto,
perish by never being allowed
to go beyong and behind the
white man's definition, by .
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never being allowed to spell
your proper name., You have,
and meny of us have, defeated
this intention and by a ter-
rible paradox, those inno-
cents who believed that your
imprisonment made them safe
are losing their grasp of re-
ality. But these men are

your brothers, and if the word
"integration" means anything,
this is what it means, that we
with love shall force our bro-
thers to see themselves as
they are, to cease fleeing
from reality and begin to
change it, for this is your
home, my friend. Do not be
driven from it, Great men
have done great things here
and will again and we can make
Americe what America must be-
come, It will be hard, James,
but you come from sturdy pea~
sant stock, men who picked
cotton, dammed rivers, built
railroads, and in the teeth of
the most terrifying odds, ach-
ieved an unessailable and mon-
umental dignity.

The key figure in this great-
ness to be, if it may be, is the
Negro.

It is not too much to say that
he, who has been so long re-
jected, must now be embraced,
and at no matter what psychic
or social risk, He is the key
figure in his country, and the
American future is precisely
as bright or as dark as his.,

The Negro, Baldwin at another
point contends, out of his long
history of being uprooted and hum-
iliated, enslaved and made to suf-
fer much has a priceless gift to
contribute. And until our white
civilization accepts his gift and
receives it with gladness, we
shall be and remain only half a
people, truncated and sterile.

In Baldwin's essays the word

integration is endowed with a new
and needed twist. We are facing
what it means to be & people. And
we will not be a people until the
white man recognizes just how
deeply he needs the Negro: his
history, his lore, his long exper-
ience with suffering. The Negro
needs the white man, too. But
this the white man has always as-
sumed, cleiming, with a presump-
tion about which he may not even
be conscious, that he, the white
men, is the emancipated, the en-
lightened man, But who is more
emancipated.when it comes to fac-
ing suffering and death? Who has
had to contend at every inch a-
long the way for anything and ev-
erything he ever got? Who knows
the more about how dark darkmess
can be, and whose cultural history
has better prepared him to stand
up and face the darks corners of
human existence? Who has learned
the hard lesson that, in bondage,
one either sings and laughs, or
one perishes?
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This collection of essays
by Simone Weil covers much of the
spectrum of her interests and
deals eith history, literature,
theoretical political science,
her contemporary political
situation and her general philo-
sophical impressions especially
concerning humen relations. The
overall impression is of a bril-
liant and mature mind which above
all else is understanding and
sympathetic to her fellow human
beings, Despite her relative
youth (she died at 34) she is a
sage and kindly observer with a
great perception of the follies of
her and our world.

Simone Weil was a Jewish-
Christian mystic who wrote during
the age of malaise preceeding the
Second World War and during the
first years of the war before her
death in 1943 in England. She
was a brilliant women who achieved
academic distinction during her
scholastic career and as a philo-
sophy professor in France.

She was a complex woman whose
writing is highly original and in
which can be found strains of many
varied philosophies. In the por-
tions of her essays treating
humanity and the human condition,
particularly the essay "Human
Personality," she expresses a
poetic view of the "sacredness
of the human being." Cognizance
of this sacredness entails a
profound and deep sense of justice
and respect of human beings toward
each other. This is a conception
of love as the proper governor of
relations among men. The love
presented is not the romantic
sentimental love a la Phaedra or
Emma Bovary but a Platonic love
defined in terms of a deep sensi-
tivity of one human being toward
the feeling and emotions of every
other,

Simone Weil was familiar with

Oxford University Press
231 pages ... $7.50
London,1962

‘Oriental philosophies and her
idea of love in terms of

respect and sensitivity as the
guiding principal in humen re-
lations is quite similar to the
Confuscian idea of a sense of
propriety, Li, to guide humans in
an understanding of what is proper
in every relation among men.

Her means of reaching "the
good" which includes love is a
mystical idea of impersonaliza-
tion of the self. "Perfection
is impersonal., Our persocnality
is the part of us which belongs
to error and sin., The whole
effort of the mystic has always
been to become such that there
is no part left in his soul to
say 'I'", The idea here expressed
also shows an Oriental link to
Hindu monism and at one point the
Bhagavad-Gita is cited showing
her familiarity with these ideas.
Her simple, direct and often
poetic style is also reflective
of the Gitas.

While mysticism is the mode
for attaining this love and sensi-
tivity, each person has a responsi-
bility and obligation to minister
to the needs both physical and
psychological of all other human
beings. This conception of univer-
sal responsibility and the idea
that "Every man is offered the sum
total of moral ideas and makes a
choice" shows a common ground
between Simone Weil and the exist-
entialism of her contemporary
Jean Paul Satre.

Simone Weil was a Marxist
socialist., Cognizant of the prac-
tical aspects of politica as
illustrated in her essay "A Note
on Social Democracy" in which she
analyzes with great insight the
reasons for the failure of the
Socialist government of Leon Blum
(1936-37). Her sympathies for the
working classes are shown by her
treatment of the Chiompi insurrec-
tion in 14th century Florence,
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which is portrayed as the pro-
totype of labor movements in the
essay "A Proletarian Uprising in
Florence." Her attitude toward
government is one of anti-central-
ization and she is a strident cri-
tic of the totalitarian state.
Rome is her prototype of the total-
itarian state., She draws an ex-
tended comparison between Hitler's
Germany and Rome which is wvaluable
not only for the comparison made
but as an analysis of the workings
of a totalitarian state in its
aspects of terror, propaganda, the
search for pretexts for war and
above all its effects on the human
beings in the state,

Simone Weil's primary concern
throughout these essays is for
people. She is a critic of the
totalitarian state because it
debases and subjugates the human
soul and mind., Totalitarianism
leads to the fate of Winston Smith
of 1984, and this above all she
opposes. She feels that France
originated the modern idea of the
central state which reached its
full flowering as the totalitarian
states of Hitler and Stalin. The
centralized state with its sover-
eign power over the individual is

resented as the key cause of the
Otalitarianism and wars which we
know today.

Simone Weil is an ethical
absolutist having a static concep-
tion of proper morality. As a
consequence she feels that man-
kind must retain contact with "hu-
manity's spiritual treasures" which
are in the past. The deracination
which she felt characterized Rome
and the U.S. and U.S.S.R. of her
day are a result of loosing con-
tact with this past treasure.
Although an ethical absolutist,
Simone Weil in examining history
and her contemporary world dis-
counts the facile motion that
right or good will always win

out. She realizes very vividly

the power of force to crush ideas
and she feels that force and the
evils which it entail can be
durable. She therefore acts upon
her beliefs in addition to enun-
ciating them as is shown by her in-
volvement in politics and her ser-
vice in the anarchist forces during
the Spanish Civil war,

Simone Weil's interpretations
of history and the human condition
are vibrent and interesting. She
perfunctorily dismisses the concep-
tion of any type of national char-
acters consistent throughout his-
tory. Germany is not a warrior
state nor France a peaceful nation.
As men there are no differences be-
tween Germans and Frenchmen, and
Hitler is accounted for in terms
of the growth of the sovereign na-
tion state not in terms of an in-
herent national trait.

She is also severely critical
of the usage of general words like
democracy, capitalism, communism,
or fascism which become emptied of
any specific content and-are de-
f¥nded or attacked as abstractions
or absolutes. These words evoke
only emotional responses and their
lack of specific content makes com-
promise and understanding among the
people using them impossible,

"The struggle between
the opponents and the defenders of
capitalism as a struggle between
innovators who do not know what in-
novation to make and conservatives
who do not know what to conserve;
it is a battle of blind men strug-
gling in a void, and for that very
reason it is liable to become a war
of extermination.,"
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Please send me The Nation for one year at the
SPECIAL STUDENT RATE of $8.

O Check enclosed O Bill me

Kalamazoo, Mich.
Dear Sirs: I would like to renew my
subscription to The Nation and am
enclosing my check. . ..I am a student
at Western Michigan University and
working on my master’s degree in po-
litical science.

I have found my first year’s read-
ing of your magazine to be highly
pProvocative and lucrative. I often use
it as a source, both in my written
and oral school work, and I find it
is a very respected source in educa-
tional circles. David S. Roberts

Western Mich. Univ.

Alhambra, Calif.
Dear Sirs: Several months ago, on the
recommendation of several students
and professors at my school, I pur-
chased a six-months’ subscription to
The Nation. At that time, I had only
a slight acquaintance with your pub-
lication. . .. Today I can say, without
qualification, that The Nation is the
finest magazine published in the coun-
try. As a student, I find it indispen-
sable for an understanding of the
complex problems that confront man-
kind. I am grateful for the insights it
has given me in the realms of po-
litical opinion, social commentary and
ardstic criticism. Stephen Weiss
Los Angeles State College

University Park, Pa.
Dear Sirs: After reading your maga-
zine gratis in the school library of
Penn State, I find myself cut off from
it from June to October. You have
forced me into a position of either
going to school in the summer in order
to read the magazine for nothing, or
of subscribing to it.

Okay, I give up: enclosed please
find check for $8 for a one-year sub-
scription. David Kaplan

Penn State Univ.

Students May Subscribe to
The Nation
At the special rate of
$8 per year
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