






teen minute newscast. Yet it is 
still surprising that so many lib
erals, who would scorn the "mass 
media" on a hundred different is
sues; so readily accept the view
those media present of the nation
al legislature. 

Of course, no one claims that 
Congress is a perfect institution. 
Yet it is an extraordinary fact 
that we fail to recognize, d�s
pite, for example, the increasing 
research in legislative politics of 
political scientists,that Congress 
is largely a reflection of our
selves, representing the diverse 
and conflicting interests and 
points of view in a complex so
ciety. In large measure, Congress 
may be criticized only insofar as 
we are willing to criticize our
selves for our failure to elect 
more responsible and more dedicated 
people to represent us. 

That lack of party responsibil
ity contributes to the inability of 
leaders to carry out pledges made 
to the electorate on a national 
level is a text-book truism which 
Professor James Burns has recent
ly documented in his book, The 
Deadlock of Democracy: Four75arty 
Politics in America. For 25 years 
"the coalition", the combined 
strength of the Dixiecrats and the 
vast majority of Republicans, has' 
dominated �he Congress with a con
servative bloc of votes highly co
hesive and organized even when they 
lacked a majority of total seats. 
Even when beaten on such recent 
bills as the Housing Act, the Area 
Redevelopment Act, the Accelerated 
Public Works Act, and the fight to 
curb the abuses of the House Rules 
Committee, it has .taken its toll in 
watering down the legislation or in 
cutting back funds to implement the 
programs through its control of the 
conservative-stacked House Appro
priations Committee. Indeed, a 
close analysis. suggests that the 
key programs advanced by the 
Kennedy administration can count on 
support of no more than.190-200 of 

the 257 nominally Democratic mem
bers of the House and can only be 
carried with the support of 20-30 
Republicans. Nor need an:y,one be . 
told that the strategic position of 
the coalition, with its control of 
key chairmanships such as those of 
the House Rules or the Senate Judi
ciary and Finance Committees far out
weighs i t.s numerical strength alone. 

The tactics of the coalition 
emphasize ingenious maneuvers to 
prevent legislation from coming to 
a vote at all. This would be by far 
the safest course even if the coali
tion had a Congressional majority. 
One never knows what may happen to 
legislation on the floor, but there 
is no danger of its passing So long 
as it remains safely in committee. 
Moreover, some of the measures them
selves popular among the constitu
ents of coalition members are "bot
tled up�, by Republicans to avoid 
opposing measures openly which many 
of their constituents favor, by 
Dixiecrats to perpetuate the sense 
of political disinterest which-
along with restrictions of the suf
frage--guarantees them seemingly 
perennial reelection. 

Prof. Herbert McClosky has demon
strated that Republican voters agree 
more with Democratic leaders on most 
issues than with their own. So alsd 
Prof. V.O. Key has recently pointed 
out that Sout.hern opinion is as 
"liberal", the race question aside, 
as opinion in the North, and that 
Southern conservatives tend to b� 
kept in power by extremely low par
ticipation among the Southern lower 
classes, whether white or Negro. 

It is hard enough to explain 
why a nominally Democratic Congress 
fails to enact liberal legislation. 
It is next to impossible to illus
trate the subtle tactics of "Judge" 
Smith of Virginia or the Republican 
leadership which thwart the efforts 
of the Democratic leadership to ad
vance and schedule legislation that 
is part of the President's program. 

Indeed, such maneuvers are even 
confusing to Members who live with 
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bor by a slow, agonizing death 
in a terrible small room; some
one's bright son blown into e
ternity by his own hand; ano
ther turned robber and carried 
off to jail. It was a summer 
of dreadful speculation$ and
discoveries ••• 11 

The world is very depraved. 
And when one has lived in a 

society that lashes out at every 
turn with hostility, a society 
that "seems determined to cut you 
down ••• it begins to be almost 
impossible to distinguish a real 
from a fancied injury." 

Most of Baldwin's characters 
have trouble at this point. They 
have seen and felt and lived with 
so much hurt for so long a time 
that they stand close to the brink 
of paranoia. 

Baldwin's description of his 
visit with Elijah Muhammad, leader 
of the Black Muslim movement, is 
revealing. "I've come," Elijah 
says to his followers, "to give 
you something which can never be 
taken away from you. 11 The pre
cious gift is nothing less, noth
ing more than the restoration to a 
people of a sense of their own 
worth. "People cannot live with
out this sense; they will do any
thing whatever to regain it. 11 

And one suspects that when 
all the crazy doctrine of the 
Black Muslim movement has been de
mythologized, the one sine qua !!Qg 
that will continue to give the 
movement energy and appeal is the 
need, shared by all human beings, 
to find something that will give 
them a sense of their own worth. 

Faced with such appalling ex
amples of human depravity, other 
writers, born in Harlem and reared 
in Harlem, have battled for a 
time, grown disillusoined, and ul
timately.have ended up in the 
ranks of the expatriates. This is 
easy to understand, for as the 

late James Weldon Johnson, an 
American Negro poet, wrote in his 
autobiography, 

-From the day I set foot in
France I became aware of a
quick readjustment to life and
environment. I was suddenly
free; free from a sense of
impending discomfort, inse
curity, danger; free from the
conflict with the Man-Negro
dualism and the innumerable
maneuvers in thought and be
havior that it compels; free
from the problems of the many
obvious or subtle adjustments
to a multitude of bans and
taboos; free from special
scorn, special tolerance,
special condescension, special
commiseration: free merely to
be a man.-

But Baldwin, by contrast, 
seems to be calling the expatri
ate home, and one wonders if the 
final chapters in Another Countr{,
the return of Eric from his Medi -
erranea.n retreat, and the arrival 
of Yves, Eric's young homosexual 
companion, isn't a cryptic way of 
saying what Baldwin means when he 
writes that "fears must be faced." 
There is no escape, neither in re� 
ligion, nor in France. In the end 
Eric must come hom�, to work out 
his own salvation in his own back
yard. 

Both of the two essays in 
The Fire Next�' end with mag
nificent credos, emancipation pro
clamations which .despite. all the 
demons with which our white civil
ization has saddled itself, sug
gest the greatness that may be, 
that can be. In the letter to his 
nephew, Baldwin concludes: 

-You don't be afraid. I said
it was intended that you
should perish in the ghetto,
perish by never being allowed
to go beyong and behind the
white man's definition, by •














