IN TWO SECTINS
(SECTION TWO)

(Section of the Communist International)

.

MAKE MAY. DAY 1932
A DAY OF GREATER

STRUGGLES AGAINST
IMPERIALIST WAR

DAILY WORKER,

NEW YORK. APRIL

1932

into the Streets May 1!

Fight Against Hunger and War!

ORKING men and women, white and Negro:
: ist war has already in the past month taken its victims
by hundreds of thousands. The smoking ruiins of the
Chinése city of Shanghai; Chapei, with its mountain of
corpses of men, women and children, shows to the toiling
masses of the entire world what is being prepared for them
in every country. The bloody spectre of the new world war
is reaching out its hands to grasp the throats of the work-
ers and toiling farmers in all lands. The hordes of Jap-
arese imperialism are being feverishly mobilized on the
Siberian borders of the Soviet Umnion, acting as the spear-
head of the first thrust of world imperialism’s desperate
plot to crush the Soviet Union. fatherland of the toilers
of theworld.

Behind Japanese imperialism stands the government ot
Tardieu, the system of Irench imperialism and its vassal
states of Europe which are bringing to a head their war

unperial-

conspiracies on -the western front of the Soviet Union '

which were delayed in 1930 by the crushing of the plot of
their agents, the Industrial Party and Mensheviks in the
Soviet Union.

American imperialism: headed by the Wall
agents—Hoover, Stimson and Mellon—is furnishing vast
quantities of explosives and other munitions of war to
Japan for its assault against the Soviet Union. Masking
itself behind a hypocritical two-faced diplomacy, it is at
the same time feverishly intriguing against its imperialist
rivals for the hegemony in the looting and division of China
and the crushing of the Chinese Revolution, and in the
imperialist intervention against the Soviet Uniqn,

Workers, you must realize that the imperialist states-
men gathered today in Gencva are gambling with your
blood and lives, that your fate is also inevitably bound up
with that of the Chinese masses whose blood is being spilled
today. The representatives in Geneva of the imperialist
powers of United States, France, Great Britain, Italy, Ger-
many and Japan, in their poker game of imperialist diplo-
macy are gambling with the lives of workers and their
families of every country.

The danger of a new imperialist world war for the
re-division of the world was never so great and im-
mediate as at the present time!

The head-long rush towards war of the imperialist
governments is a part of their desperate efforts to find a
capitalist solution for the crisis into which their system is
daily plunging deeper and deeper. It is the counter-part of
the war which already for almost three years has been
conducted against the living standards of the toiling masses
within each country with unprecedented fury. In the
United States the capitalist economy which: proudly boasts
of its position as the strong-hold of world capitalism has
declined by almost half. This terrific burden it has thrown
upon the shoulders of those least equipped to bear it, upon
the workers, the women, youth, the children; upon the
especially exploited Negro masses. Twelve million workers,
who with their families, total more than forty million,
have been living upon the miserable crusts of charity for
from one to three years. But even the charity slops are
being systematically step by step reduced and taken away
from them altogether. More than 85 per cent of even those
workers who have jobs are working on part time and the
total income of the entire working class has been reduced
by 60 per cent.

This smashing destruction of the standard of living of

e masses is a part of the capitalist preparation for war,

- is a part of the ruthless drive to find a capitalist way out
of the crisis over the crushed lives of the toiling masses.

The capitalist government in Washington did not hesi-
tate a moment to hurriedly enact a law presenting two
billion dollars to finance capital through the Reconstruc-
tion Corporation. But it stubbornly rejects every proposal
for unemployment insurance, for government relief of the
starving toilers. It bitterly condemns the demands of the
ex-servicemen for the payment of the so-called bonus, even
though this represents merely an obligation to which it
- had selemnly bound it,self.

This ' capitalist governmenb of Washington takes the
lead in launching wage cut after wage cut. It issues in-

junctions against workers who organize and strike in the.

effort to prevent the destruction of their last means of life.
Tt uses tear gas, clubs and machine guns against the hun-
ger marchers and demonstrations of the starving unem-

ployed. It is intensifying its ferocious and infamous system’

of deportation of foreign-born workers, especially those
who try to resist the capitalist attacks. Ithlshuncheda
terrible campaign of lynch terror against the Negroes, typl-
fled in the Scottsboro case in which seven young Negro
boys are condemned to the electric chair, It cynically
declares that Tom Mooney, 16 years in prison, although so
completely proven innocent that even capitalist politiclans
find it politically advantageous to speak hypocritically in
his behalf, hcondmmedtocpondtherestolh{sd:ysbe-

hind prison walls.
The “democracy” of American capitalist w)my
stands e | before the masses today as the.
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gigantic and ever rising construction of the new world,
the Socialist World in the Soviet Union. Alrcady the brief
vears of competitionn by “peaceful” means betwesn these
two worlds has been definitely decided in favor of Sociel-
ism. in favor of the proletarian dictatorship, by the mag
At the same mo-
ment when capitalism plunges into crisis in every country.
when it can no longer feed the growing masses of starv-
ing people, the proletarian dictatorship in the Soviet Union
organizing a completely new society on Socialist principles.
is advancing with a speed ten-fold greater than any ever
before witnessed in the world. even in the days of the
voungest and most flourshing examples of capitalism.

It is this contrast between the two worlds, that
of dying capitalism and of rising Socialism in the
Soviet Union, that induces world imperialism,
shaken to its foundations by the crisis, to seek a
way out through war against the Soviet Union.
It is this same contrast which shows to the work-
ers of all lands that for them the oniy way out
of the crisis is the way of resistance to the capital-
ist offensive, the way of revolutionary clasy

stroggle. /

[

The workers of United States have begun to tight nack
against the capitalist attacks since May Day of a year ago.
The daily struggles for bread being organized and led
throughout the country by the Unemployed Councils, bear
eloguent witness to the rising spirit of struggle of the
American workers. The heroic strike of the Kentucky min-
ers, of the miners of East Ohio, the Anthracite and South-
ern Illinois; the battles of the textile workers in Law-
rence, Rhode Isiand, Allentdwn, Patterson; the strikes in
the needle trades; the great battle of the miners in Penn-
.Sylvania, Ohio and West Virginia; the hunger march at
the Ford plant in Detroit, the packing houses in Chicago
and the great National Hunger March that greeted the
opening of Congress; the growing resistance of the Negro
masses against the lynch terror and the working class soli-
darity of whites and Negroes in the strugglc to save the
Scottsboro boys; the magnificent demonstrations against
the Japanese imperialist bandits in Chicago, Seattle and
Washington; the mighty demonstrations that swept the
country demanding the release of Tom Mooney—all these
are magnificent testimony of the fighting capacities of
the American workers and their determination to resist
the attacks of the capitalist class.

The capitalist class is savagely (rying to beat back
the rising tide of working class struggle by the most brutal
terror. They are deporting thousands of foreign-born work-
ers each month;"the list of lynchings of Negroes mounts
higher and higher each week. Hundreds of workers are
being jailed every day; men, women and children are be-
ing clubbed into insensibility by the police as an every
day occurrence. The capitalist terror has already claimed
a long list of vietims, heroic leaders of the struggle of the
masses for bread who have been killed by the bullets of
the protectors of capitalist “law and order”; the heroes
of the Ford hunger march, the Kentucky strike, and of
the struggle against evictions in Chicago and Cleveland.
But the most vicious attacks of the capitalist class can-
not hold back the revolutionary upsurge of the masses.

On the contrary, it only steels the movement and in-
tensifies the fighting spirit of the movement which is all
the more inspired by the heroic spirit of its martyrs.

Out of the struggle is emerging the revolutionary or-
ganizations of the workers, the unemployed councils, the
revolutionary trade unions and oppositions in t he reform-
ist unions, and, leading and organizing all these strug-
gles, the Communist Party of U. S. A, etion of the
Communist International.

This May Day must be a great new mass mobil-

ization of all toilers agaitist the hunger program

of the Hoover Government and against fhe im-
'~ pending imperialisé war.

Despile the struggles, herolsm and sacrifice, the work-

rear and amongst their ranks, stabbing them
and demoralizing their struggles, the official~
American Federation of Labor and the Soclal-
Puty.thesmmm carrying through the program
the capitalists behlnd the mask of “labor” and “So-
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today boasts as its greatest victories of the successful put-
ting across of general wage cuts without any resistance
from the workers. It opposes unemployment insurance. it

opposes the soldiers’ bonus and supports the two billion
doller gift to the banks and corporations. The leaders of
the Socialist Party openly support t he capitalist charity

schemes such as the “block-aid system’, the “community
che-t”, the “family-help-family” system whereby even the
burden of charity is shifted on to the workers themselves

under the slogan of J. P. Morgan that “if I give a dime
and you give & dime then the burdens :re shared equally.’
The Socialist Party leaders disgrace the honorable word
“Socialism” to mask their vile slanders against the Soyiet
Union, where true Socialism is being built, in their efforts
to help the capitalicts mobilize for war against the Soviet
Union. Assisted by their allies, the so-called left-wing, the
Trotskyites and Lovestoneites, these
social fascists are the most dangerous enemies of the work-

ing class in its struggle against the capitalist offensive.

The struggle against hunger and war can only be
organized and carried through successfully by de-
feating the leaders of the American Federation of
Labor and the Socialist Party and casting them out

from the ranks of the working class.

Workers, white and Negro, members of the Americasn
Federation of Labor, members of the Socialist Party, fol-
lowers of the open capitalist parties, young workers ana
women, working farmers and government and municipa!
employees, office workers, intellectuals and small business
men! Do you realize on this May Day when your very
lives are menaced by starvation and war that you must
find a new road? Do you not realize that you must unite
your forces from below, build up your own organizations,
and struggle against a world of enemies who are thrown
against you by the rying capitalist class which seeks to
continue to live by sucking your blood?

Remember the heroic revolutionary traditions of the
American masses who furnished the fighters, who destroyea
the feudal rule of Britain in the revolutionary wars of
1776! Remember the revolutionary traditions of the Ameri-
can masses whose blood was spilled in smashing the system
of slavery in 1861-65! Remember the innumerable heroic
struggles of the American workers in the strike battles of
modern times! Remember the heroic “mutineers” among
the American soldiers at Archangel in 1919, 1920, who
forced the withdrawal of imperialist intervention against
the Soviet Union.

The American working class will not submit to the
capitalist attacks, to the program of starvation and war.
They will rise in struggle against the crimes and iniquities
of a rotten and outworn system, the systemx of capitalism.

On this May Day let all the suffering and oppressed
masses rally in a mighty demonstration of protest. Arouse
and organize all those who are still passive and indifferent.
Mobilize the broad masses for the struggle against hunger
and war. Let loose the storms of mass indignation against
the Japanese imperialists who have begun the world war
in the Far East with®the support of American and other
imperialist powers. Penetrate into the factories, the trade
unions and into the homes of the masses a spirit of rebel-
lion and s‘ruggle. Out into the streets on May Day!

Long Live the Revolutionary International Working
Class Solidarity! s i

Expose the Two-faced Diplomacy of American Impe-
rialism Which Participates In the Spreading of War!

Long Live the
the Imperialist War!

Revolutionary Mass Struggle Against

Stop the Shipment of Munitions of War to Japan! |

Set Up Fighting Committees of the Revolationary
United Front In the Factories, Among the Unemployed,
Among All Toilers ln Town and Country!

Fight for Unemployment Insurance at the bxpense
of Government and Employen' ,

Demand the Unrondmonal Liberation of the Stmtc-
boro Boys! ;

Demand lmined!ate l-‘teedom for Tom Mooney!
Defend Soviet Russia! :

Defend the Chinese People from the Robber War of
International Ymperialism!

Defend Soviet China!

Form With Your Bodles a -Living, Unshakable Prb
tecting Wall Around the Soviet Union, the Land of V»
torious Socialism! i

Defend Yourselves Against the Mass Murder of .
peria¥st War!

Signed,

CENTRAL COMMITTEE, COMMUNISY
PARTY OF U.S. A

»
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DENVER, Colo.—The two-day
conference of agricultural workers,
the second to be held in two months,
adjourned April 17th after adopting
a fighting call to action and decid-
ing to strike throughout the beet
fields on May 1st unless the com-
panies withdraw the wage cut and
accept the conference demands.

The Conference had 116 delegates
present from 66 important beet cen-
ers, representing a total of 8,889
organized beet workers in Commit-
tees of Action, United Front Com-
mittees, lecal groups, etc. The dele-
gates brought with them a total of
13,000 signatures of bheet workers
who signed against the wage cut
and supported the demands of the
United Front Committee.

The Conference held on February
13-14 had 67 delegates present from
28 centers, representing 3,200 work-
ers. This conference adopted a pro-
gram of four central, vital demands
and outlined a policy of intensive
organizational work to be done
between then and April 15, when
amother conferenmce was schedulued
to take action on the wage cut.

i

The powerful sugar companies cut
wages in 1930 frem $23 per acre to
$18 in 1981, Then this year they
eut to $15 per agre. Even when re-
ceiving $23 per acre, the workers
were lving in a condition of peon-

the door with 15 policemen and
said, “You'll get in only over my
dead body.” This enraged the dele-
gates and determined them to fight
more bitterly.

The Conference immediately took
to discussion of the present situa-
tion. It ratified the demands of the
previous Conference and declared a
fight for their realization. These
demands are (1) for a standard
rate of $23 per acre throughout the
beet fields, (2) for the establishment
of a guarantee of pay, (3) for cash
instead of credits, and (4) for recog-
nition of the United Front Commit-
tees as spokesmen of the workers.

The Conference elected & Program
Committee to draft a statement, of
policy, a finance committee and
an organization committee.

The whole of the first day was
devoted to discussion by the dele-
devoted to discussion by the dele-
gates., The most varied of political
and religious opinions were expres-
sed but complete unanimity on the
central question—that of the build-
ing of a united front against the
wage cut and for the protection of
the beet workers. The delegates re-
presented evry possible type of poli-
tics and religion, from Republicans,
Democrates, Syndicalists, American
Legionaires, ete., to Catholics, Pro-
testants, Atheists, Communists and
Boclalists,

A fraternal delegate from the

(‘!

Spanish post of the American Legion
of La Junta, Colo, made a vicious
attack on the Communists, as did
a delegate from the Conference of
the Methodist Church of Denver.
Rank and file non-Communist de-
legates effectively smashed this at-

tack. The representative of La
Prensa, influential bourgeois Span-
ish dally, also attacked the Commu-
nists and “warned” the Conference
of the *“violence idezlogy” of the
Communists, Other non-Communist

| delegates effectively answered these

demagogues.

Throughout, the Conference held
to a clear class line. The discussion
of the delegates showed the misery
existing throughout the field and
pledged to stand with the United
Front Committee in launching la
struggle.

From the very outset the wide~
spread feeling to strike was expres-
sed, The refusal’of the beet workers
to accept the cut and their deter-
mination to struggle was |clearly
evident.

Edgar Wahlberg, pastor of the
Grace Church of Denver pledged the
Conference his support in all “things
just” and stated the beet workers
were doing the proper thing now.

The speech of Charles Guynn, re-
presentative of the [Trade Union
Unity League, was- enthusiastically
received. Guynn stated the wage
cut could be defeated by a strike,
but that a strike is dependant upon
widespread and intensive organiza-
tion in the field, and recommended
the throwing of 50 rank and file
organizers and 25 automobiles into
the field at once, declared the im-

¥

mediate building of local committees
rank and file committees of action,
etc., everywhere was a prime neces-
sity. Guynn also pointed out the
necessity of establishing at once a
relief and defense apparatus, mak-
ing connections with the unemploy-
ed workers and connecting the beet
workers struggles with the miners
struggle (miners in Colo have last
week been notified of a 25 per cent
cut in the Northern field and 40 per
cent in the Southern field).

The Conference was marked by
numerous individuals taking the
floor and declaring their adherence
to the United Front Movement, de-
legates who had previously very bit-
terly opposed the movement and at-
tacked it at all occosions. Outstand-
ing among these was Ramirez, from
Ft. Lupton, who declared “Never

MAY DAY-DAY OF STRUGGLE

By J. W. FORD

AY DAY is & day of struggle and
international class soldarity.
For over 40 years workers of this
country have observed this day as
s day of mighty protest against
wage reductions, egainst capitalist
terror and for working class solid-
arity.

Today Japanese imperialism has
gobbled up Manchuria and is
threatening war against the Soviet
Union.

The ruling class of this country
and its government with its eyes
on China because it wants to share
in the robbery of China, and also
because it too desires the destruec-
tion of the Warkers and Peasants
Government of the Soviet Union,
sanctions the moves of Japanese
imperialism and helps in the war
preparations against the U. 8. 8. R.

At the same time the manufac-
turers, the bankers and the govern-
ment are carrying out a starvation
program in this country, Wages of
the working class are being cut
right and left, the standarq of liv-
ing of the workers and the popu-
lation is being lowered and the
greatest wave of terror is being car-
ried on against the workers to keep
them from struggling to better
their conditions.

The workers and toiling masses of
Negroes are receiving the brunt of
this starvation program of the Hoo-
ver government, and the brunt of
the brutal lynch, police and capi-
talist mob terror carried out at the
dictation of the government and
the boss class.

Meanwhile the bosses are usin
the workers to prepare war and %
make and transport war material
to Japan and China. The workers
must stop these war plans,

Recently the “Daily Worker®
carried an article on “War Ship-
ments to Japan” prepared by the
Labor Research Association, show-
ing that high officials of the United
States Department of State and the
E. I. Du Pont de Nemours Explo-
sive Co, have recently held a con-
ference in connection with the sale
and shipment of war munitions to
the Orient, Japan and China.

It is also stated that the biggest
chemical manufacturing company
in this country is making and send-
ing from Hopewell, Va., to the
Orient nitrates of soda. Perhaps

Hopewell, Va. This letter states
that “Hopewell itself consists es-
sentially of the type of workers

belong either to the
Allied chemical™

This clearly shows that the
called poor whites of Virginia are
living in conditions as bad as the
greatly exploited Negroes, while the
bosses of the chemical company are
only concerned with making prof-
its, and to help in the war prepara-
tions. The whole working class of
this country is suffering and starv-
ing while the bosses make huge
profits.

Or take the shipment of raw cot-
ton to Japan. The Labor Research
Association states that during 1931
at the time when Japan was con-
centrating her forces and attacking
Manchuria, over 1,741,000 bales of
cotton were bought in this country
and sent to Japan and used largely
for making explosives for war pur-
poses, This was twice the amount
bought during 1930,

Now there are hundreds of thou-
sands of Negro peons and farm
slaves in the South slaving away in
the cotton fields, besides being
Iynched and terrorized.

Seamen and longshoremen who
bandle and load these war mate-

e
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pendence of China, for the workers
and peasants of China, who are
fighting for their independence;
the workers are interested in the
protection of the Soviet Union
which the impecialists want to de-
stroy.

Our interes.. are different from
those of the imperialists who want
to annex and divide China and de-
stroy the Soviet Union, and who at
the same time cut our wages, lower
our standards and reduce the work-
ing population to misery.

Let us do all we can to stop this
robber war on China and the at-
tack on the USSR. Any sacrifice
that we can make now is better
than the burdens of an imperialist
war, We can actually save the Hves
of thousands of Chinese workers
and peasants and prevent the de-
struction of the lives of millions of
workers and peasants in an impe-
rialist war, by acting to stop war.

That is why this May Day is of
very great importance to carry out
& mighty protest against and action
to stop war, by organizing to stop
the shipments of war materials, by
organizing the struggle against
wage cuts and unemployment,
against terror and lynching and for
defense of the Scottsboro boys!

This is why May Day is a day of
struggle, of brotherly working uni-

COLORADO BEET WORKERS PREPARE FOR STRIKE ON MAY FIRST

before was I in favor, but now I
am because I believe at last the beet
workers are united.”

Throughout the Conference, antie
Communist elements sought to dive
ert the Conference from its real task
by throwing into |the Conference
the “red question” but in all cases
failed miserably. The role of the
Communist Party was clearly pree-
sented by a number of delegates,
in particular many non-party dele=
gates. The Conference Chairman,
Ramon Negrete of Fort Lupton.
formerly the Secretary-Treasurer of
the now defunct reformist Bee$
Workers Association in answering an
attack said “My experience with
Communists is that they are real
fighters and defenders of the work-
ers and hold high the workers in-
terests. I am net a Communist as
you know but do not be suprised
of I become one.”

On the second day the concretely
discussed reports of the Comumittees
and adopted the following decisions:

1. To arrange for widesperad de-
monstrations for the beet workers
in every beet center on May First,
These demonstrations shall be buils
up by throwing into the field 50 rank

strations will rceive & maessage or

48 representative from the central
|United Front Committee as to
| whether the sugar companies have

refused the demands. That in the

3. That in the coming week de-
monstrations and meetings be held
in all parts of the field to hear re-
ports of the Conference and to
focus on building for May First. In
the meantime the central committee
attempt to negotiate with the sugar
companies, and the event of their
failure, to be well prepared for May
Pirst.

A roll call taken at the Conference
shows that 61 rank nad file organe
izations volunteered to work under
the central Committee, 28 automo-
biles were placed at the Commyittee’s
disposal, and that 33 centers will
hold May Day a..nonstrations to
await the word of the Central Com=
mittee.

The possibility of a mass strike
in the Colorado sugar beet fields
on May First, therefore, is an ime
minent possibility, After the Cone
ference the Executive Committee ot
35 members met to. concretely ap-
ply the decisions and drafted a pro-
clamations to the beet workers, to
the Colorado Industrial Commis-
sion, to the Governor and to all
friendly organizations declaring de-
termination to struggle against the
starvation in the beet fields,

An oustanding weakness of the
Conference was that only beet cen-
ters in Colorado were represented,
and New Mexico, [Nebraska, and
Wyoming were absent; also in that
insufficient representation was pre-
sent from the Russo-German and

ty, of international class solidarity.
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Swinging Into Presidential
ections

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER.
THE presidential election campaign

is on. What is the main worry
of the capitalists in this election of
the third year of the economic cri-
sis? The answer is clear. To make
use of all weapons to pfevent the
workers and poor farmers from
uniting their forces during the elec-
tions in a struggle against hunger

What is the task of the Party?
The answer was giwen in the ecall of
the Central Committee for the na-
tional nominating convention to be
held on May 28 and 29 in Chicago.
Merely to quote the opening sen-
tence of the call is the guiding line.
It said, “for working class unity, the
election campaign, against the hun-
ger and war offensive of the capi-
talists.”

The bosses will raise all sorts of
issues to blind the workers to the
measures against their living gon-
ditions. Demagogy will be used by
all parties to make the government,
regardless as to whether we have
a republican or democratic admin-
istration, appear as a people’s gov-
ernment, a government above
classes, 2

There is no worker today who
believes in the Hoover prosperity.
The Democratic Party, the party
which is serving the interests of
Wall 8t. and which plunged this
country into the last world war, is
at the present time a safer bet for

| Wall St. than the Republican Party
| which is becoming discredited in
the eyes of the world,

Is it not a faect that Norman
Thomas, the presidential candidate
[of the chialist Party, supports the
| so-called Block-Aid, the unemploy-
}cd hunger scheme of the Tam-
many administration? And who else
in addition to Norman Thomas
made a radio speech and supported
the Block-Aid System. None other.
than Morgan himself. Here we
have it. Agreement between the
head of Wall St. and the head of
the Socialist Party. When the
bosses expect serious resistance on
the part of the workers to their
measures of hunger and war they
call upon the Socialists to put. it
over. The chief enemy in the ranks
of the workers is the socialist party,
in the preidential elections we must
concentrate our fire on the socialist
Party,

What are the main slogans which
the Party is putting forward, slo-
gans of struggle, in the election
campaign. Here they are:

1. Unemployment and social in-
surance at the expense of the state
and employer,

2. Against Hoover's wage-cutting
policy.

3. Emergency relief without re-
strictions by the government and
banks for the poor farmers; ex-

emption cf poor farmers from tax-
es, and no forced collection of
debts,

4. Equal rights for the Negroes,

and self-determination for the
Black Belt.
5. Against capitalist terror;

against all forms of suppression of
the political rights of the workers.

6. Against imperialist war; for
the defense of the Chinese people
and of the Soviet Union.

The above slogans can become
immediate slogans of struggle, Only
on this basis will we be able to un-
mask the social demagogy of the
capitalist politicians and the So-
cialist Party.

The time to our National Nomi-
nating Convention is short. The
bourgeois election campaign is al-
ready in full swing. The speeches
of the various candidates for the
presidential nomination are full of
demagogy, already developing the
campaign to divert to safer chan-
nels the growing ferment and radi-
calization among the masses.

Are we up to the mark in meet-
ing the election challenge of the
capitalists? Not by a long shot. The
last plenum of our Party has in all |
seriousness taken up the election
campaign. The entire Party must
take up the key note given by the
Plenum—Comrades, with full swing,
into the election campaign,

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

Presidential eandidate for the Communist Party in 1928,
Several organizations have already proposed him as Coms
| munist candidate for president in the coming campaign.

MAY

By THURBER LEWIS

For the forty-sixth time, the work-
ers of America celebrate May Day.
It was born in the early stages of
growjng American capitalism. It
comes again when this capitalism,
swelled to imperialism, is ringed
with age.

--ay bay originated on May First,
1886.  In August of that year Albert
Parsons sat in cell 29, Cook County
Jail, Chicago. On November 11th
of the following year he was to die
on the gallows of that jail. Three
comrades, Fisher, Spies and Engel,
were to be hanged with him, pe-
cause they were the spearhead of
the resentment the new proletariat
of America was putting into the
form of a nation-wide strike for
the eight hour day. It was directed
against the exploitations of Jay
Cooke, Commodore Vanderbilt, An-
drew Carnegie, the Senior Rocken-
feller, Jay Gould, the founders of
the packer families and the elder
Morgan.

A bomb, exploded by.a police spy
in the ranks of the 180 officers ad-
vancing on a workers’ meeting in
Haymarket Square was the vehicle

for & couspiracy to break the back
of a nation-wide eight<hour strike
by railroading to the hangman’s
noose it’s most revolutionary lead-
ers.

From cell 29 Albert Parsons wrote
“The trade and labor unions of the
United States and Canada, having
set apart the 1st day of May 1886,
to inaugurate the eight-hour system.
I did all in my power to assist the
movement. I feared conflict and
trouble would arise between the au-
representing the e}nplay-

I knew that defenseless men, women

to the power of discharge, black-list
and lock-out and 1its consequent

DAY IN THE UNITED STATES

misery and hunger enforced by thecame from

militiamen’s bayonet and the police~
men's club. I did not advocate the
use of force. But I denoun »d the
capitalists for employing it to hold
the laborers in subjection to them
and declared that such treatment
would of necessity drive the work-
ingmen to employ the same means
in self-defense.”

Parsons had lived through "77. A
great railroad strike swept the coun~
try that year. This strike embodied
the protest of a “free people” who
found themselves struggling in the
way of a newly risen monster. Par-
son’s recalls its repercussions in
Chicago: “I strolled down Dearborn
Street to Lake, west on Lake to
Fifth Avenue. It was a calm, pleas-
ant summer night. Lying stretched
upon the curb and lying in and
about the closed doors of the mam-
month buildings on these streets
were armed men. Some held their
muskets in hand, but most of them
were rested against the buildings.
In going by way of an unfrequented
street, I found I had got among
those whom I sought to evade—they
were the first regiment, Illinois Na-
tional guards. They seemed to be
waiting for orders; for had not the
newspapers declared that the strik-
ers were becoming violent and, “the
Commune was about to rise,” and
that I was their leader! The next
day and the next the strikers gath-
ered in thousands without leaders
or any organized purpose, They
were in each instance clubbed and
fired upo.. and dispersed by the
militia.”

It was about this first great trial

timidly wrote: “Other battles came
in time, but none so wide-spread
in their menace to the American
social order.” “Order indeed.” For
the first time a general strike move-
ment swept the country. For the
first time, the combined forces of
militia and federal troops were bro-
ught into play against the working
class.

The eight hour strike of 86, in
the launching of which May D-cy
was born, stemmed from the upsurge
of "77. It was called by a federation

of strenght that Chas, A. Bearq !

revolutionary wing of the Socialist
Party which later in the years was
to cut loose from the reformist
leadership of Berger and Hilquit,
took the lead. Cleveland was the
strongest center of the left-wing.

the shoots of compromise
in those couutries already embarked!
on capitalists careers. They appear- |
ed first in England. Very shortly
they sprouted in the United States.
They later flourished in France and
came to full bloom in the Social- | Under the leadership of C. E. Ruth-
democracy of Germany, enberg, a great May Day parade,
They were inherent in and neces- | > much a challenge to opportunism

1a8 to a victory-bloated capitalism,
SRED 10 slin Pmorg nE Gapetiniin, o i e oo of Cleveland

Given a militant working-class, | Twenty-thousand strong, s sea of
uncorrupted aware of the benefits |red banners, men and women work-
of solidarity, imperialism could not |€rs of Cleveland converged on Pub-
be. How could the Opium wars be |lic Spyuare in two great demonstra-
fought, “the brightest jewel in the‘tiom, one from the east, one from
crown of the Empire” be held 10T | the west.

English trade, the Mahdi overcome

and the Boars conquered, but for| The Chamber of Commerce im-

the vitiating influence of reform- ported 900 thugs from Chicago. Ma-
ism which divided ¢ke workers, lcmne guns bristed from the May
May Day 1919 is memorable. VThe'Company and the Federal Building

roofs over-looking the square. Hume
dreds of white collared AP.L.'s (se-
mi-official fascists working with the
Department of Justice under the
name of the American Protective
League and Legionaires swarmed
the streets. Army tanks, trucks and
mounted cops moved towards the
lines of march. The workers were
unarmed. They fought bravely, bus
only a few got through to the square
where Ruthenberg spoke. He was
later. tried and acquitted for the
murder of a worker shot by a de-
tective while defending the Socialist
Sunday School section from attack
Scores were wounded. Notable de-
monstrations were held in Detroit
and Boston. It was time for capi-
! talism to mass its forces.

The deportations delerium ensued
the following winter,

Railroad Workers Rally to
- TUUL to Smash New Pay-Cuts

In January the New Haven cut
{these miserably paid part-time
workers 10 per cent. Skilled me-
chanics, whose regular weekly wage
was $24 had $2.40 taken from their

(By a Worker Correspondent)

NEW YORK.—The New York,
New Haven and Hartford Railroad
Company is continuing the speed-
up, lay off and wage cutting policy
of the Hoover administration.

The workers are seeing now clear- ’
er than ever the lies told them
through the capitalist press. They
are beginning to see that all the |
Washington conferences and rail- |
way executives end the Chicago
conference of executives and labor
fakers (A. F. of L. and Brother-

could receive their dividends and
profits.
Do 5 Days’ Work In 4.

To put through this wage cut an.
other lay off took place and those
left on the job were put on five
days per week. A still further speed
up took place. The bonus was con-

pockets so that the fat bankers,

hood officials) are only for the pur-
pose of fooling the workers while
the Wall Street gamblexs are col-
lecting the profits.

The president of the New Haven,
Mr. J. J. Pelley, was one of the rail.
way chief executives ot the Hoover
Washington conference that prom-
ised no WAGE CUTTING. Soon af-
ter this conference we find a con-
tinuous series of lay offs until only
skeleton crews are left in the shops
not completely closed. The Reedville
shops are working two to three days
per week with less than a one-

tinually reduced. Slave driving
speeded the workers until they did
the five days’ work in four days.
Old Workers Fired.
Was this all? No. Workers that
had worked faithfully for the com-
pany for years and had been crip-

 pled for life (Snyder, Frank Scheu-

|National Railroad Industrial
League, They are getting ready to
kick out the rotten scab company
union, the M.D.A. and the company
|rats that are M.D.A. officials, The
workers would like to know why
| they should pay $5 initiation and 50
| cents per month dues to keep these
lrats in office when all they get in
i return is speed up, wage cuts and
ilay offs Furthermore, these M.D.A.
officials have stopped all sick ben-
jefits to the sick workers. These
company rats must get their $15
per day from the workers whether
the sick live or die of starvation,
But the workers are not willing to
starve so they are joining the Na-
tional Railroad Industrial League,
(the only union that will help all
railway workers to protect them-
seves and stop the starvation pro=-
gram of the Wall Street bankers,

Ohio Publishing Co.
Fires 200; Cuts Pay
of Tho_si_ Remained

(By & Worker Correspondent.)
SPRINGFIELD, Ohio—Things are
tting worse in this town. We have
printing plant here, th
Publishing Co,, which lai.
200 two weeks ago. This week
plant cut the wages of the

1

;

who remained.



Editorial Note by A. TRACHTEN-
BERG.

The May Day leaflet which is re-
printed below was writien by Lenin
while he was incarcenated in a St.
Petersburg jail awaiting trial in the
Svring of 1896. When arresied in
December, 1895, Lenin, at the age
of 25, was already the leader of the
central organization of the Social-
Democrats in St. Petersburg. Le-
nin's characteristic method was to
gather first hand information about
living and working conditions of
workers, carefuily check and analyze
the jniormantion obtained, and
write leaflets in the most simple
terms so that the least developed
workers could understand. While
Lenin had already then to his credit
a number of serious Marxist studies
New Tendencies in Peasant Econo-

my, ete., and polemics with the Po- |

pulists (Wheo are the “Friends of the
Peogpse,” ete.), he particularly enjoy-
ed writing for the masses, and his
training during the period impressed
itself on his writing during the fol-
lowing thirty years

I'he May Day pamphlet was writ-
ten at the request of St. Petersburg

Union of Struggle for the Liberation.,

of the Working Class, one of the
first Marxist organizations in Rus-

sia which helped to found the Rus- f
sian Social-Democratic Labor Party ,
in 1898. The May Day leaflet was

smuggled out of the prison and

mimeographed in 2,000 copies, an
i edition considered at-that time as
very large. It was distributed
among workers of 40 shops and fac-

tories with what proved, very soon,
great success. Contemporaries write
that “when a month afterwards the
famous strikes of 1896 broke out,
workers were telling us that this
modest little May Day leaflet was
the first impetus to their organiza-
tion,” The comrade who attended
to the technical end of getting out
and distributing the leaflet wrote as
follows about the effect of this leaf-
let on the St. Petersburg workers:
“In issuing and distributing this
May Day leaflet we felt that we ac-
complished a great revolutionary
task. The calling of the great strike
one and a half months afterwards
by the weavers, among whom the
movement began and was spreading
precisely under the influence of the
May Day leaflet and was only await-
ing the opportunity to assert itself
openly, demonstrated to us and to
the whole world that /e were not
wrong in our estimate, The strike
developed extactly in those shops
where our leaflet was best distrib-
uted.”

We reproduce the Lenin May Day
leaflet not as a relic dug out from
the dusty archives, but rather as a
living piece of simple and direct
writing for workers on a revolution-
ary theme. Although written 35

ycars ago, it serves as an example | wherein lay our strength, and have | pald labor.

| for a May Day leaflet in any of the
, capitalist countries today. The Le-
{nin leaflet “produced results” be-
:cause it was written in a language

which the workers could understand.
| because il was concrele and dealt
with problems which the workers
could identify as their own, because
it was distributed not indiserimin-
{ ately, but directly to workers in the

lbecau&: of previous work in these
suops and factories.

‘In this leaflet Lenin reveals him-
self not only the brilliant teacher
but the successful organizer and

leader of the masses as well.
- R 2

Comrades! Let us look carefully
.into the conditions of our life; let
| us observe that environment where-
in we pass our days. What do we
see? We work hard; we create un-
limited wealth, gold and rich fabrics,
brocade and velvet; we dig iron and
coal from the bowels of the earth;
| we build machines, ships, castles,
| railways. All the wealth of the
| wealth of the world is created. by
our hands, is obtained by our sweat
and blood. And what reward do we
| receive for our hard labor? In
justice we should live in the houses,
wear good clothing, and in any case
not want for our daily bread. But
we all know very well that our wages
scarcely suifice for a hare existence.
Our bosses lower the wage-rats,
force us to work overtime, unjustly
fine us. In a word, they oppress us
in every way, and, in case of dis-
satisfaction on our part, they prom-
ptly discharge us. We time and time
again discover that those t6 whom
we turn for protection are friends
and lackeys of our bosses. We, the
workers are kept in ignorance, edu-
cation is denied to us, that we may
not learn to struggle to improve our
conditions. They hold us in bond-
age, discharge us on the slightest
pretext, arrest and exile anyone of-
fering resistance to oppression, for-
bid us to struggle. Ignorance and
bondage,—these are the means by
which the capitalists and the Gov-
ernment, always at their service
keep us in subjection.

What means do we have to im-
prove our conditions, to raise our
wages, to shorten our working day,
to protect ourselves from abuse, to
read intelligent and useful books?
Everybody is against us—the bosses
(since the worse off we are, the bet-

all those who live off the bounty
of the capitalists and who, at their
bidding, keep us in ignorance and
bondage. We can look to no one
for aid; we can rely only upon our-
selves. Our strength lies in union:
our salvation in wunited, stubborn,
and energetic resistance to our ex-

The Workers’ Holiday—May First |

attempted in all manner of ways

In various

to keep us divided, and not to let | broken out;
us understand that we workers have | Ivanovo-Vizn
interests in common. They cut|Minsk, Kiev

wages, not everybody’s at once, but

{ towns. The- r

one at a time. eThey put foremen |ended succés:

over us, they introduce piece work;
and, laughing up their sleeves at
Yhow we workers toil at our work
lower our wages little by little. But

There is a limit to endurance. Dur-
ring the past year the Russian work-
{ers have shown their bosses that
f slavish submission can ‘be trans-
{ formed into the staunch courage ot

men who will not submit to the in-

solence of capitalists greedy for un-

ibut even nr
{only appare:
reality they- f
| ribly, cause: t

| shops and facteries, and, naturally, {it’s a long lane that has no turning | force them i

{fear of a ne
inspectors al:
and notice ti
! talists’ eyes:

their eyes are
calling a stri
the factory” :

»

BACK T

By JAMES LERNER
“WE‘RE going bact to Union Sq.
was the joyful announcement
of the Socialist press May 1 a year
ago. This cingle line was supposed
to be the herald of a new era in
socialist policies.

In 1929 at a meling of lawyers,
accountants and some workers call-
ed by the S. P. May 1, Norman
Thomas led in the singing of the

3. to stay”? (
sending of a
revolution?
Let us take
battle on thi
within the r:
the last two
become disgu
attacks made
the USSR.
lectuals: have

“Star Spangled Banner”. Union|same way. So
S., the scene of revolutionary dem- | New Leader

onstrations in

New York, was out | testify from j

ter they live), and all their lackeys,

of the Socialist Party vocabulary.
The year before the socialists had
dropped thc phrase “class struggle”
from their constitution because or-
ganized capitalism had done away
with the need for class struggle.
Algernon Lee said as much as this:
“—Well, frankly speaking, I do not
believe that Marx or Engels could
clearly see the possibility of a high-
ly organized capitalism which
would be able to tame the unem-
ployment devil”, But it was a sin-
ister devil playing mean tricks with
the socialists. The next year t
red-horned freak re-appeared and
left the socialists high and dry
with their theories. The success of
the Soviet Union also playing a
most important part in showing up
the party’s bankruptey,

The Socialist Party has started to
change its appearance, In New
York they are organizing unem-
ployed organizations. At the na-
tional convention, which is to take
place in May, a resolution demand-
ing the re-inclusion of the phrase
“class struggle” in the constitution
will be proposed. And also, even
Norman Thomas has called for a
new attitude towards the Soviet

Union. Are these symptoms of the

ploiters. They have long understood Socialist Party’s “return to Union

the absorbing
able interest |
country. I ca
fact that we
much harm b;
carping and

cism of Russi;
Just because
Russia that n
the good of w
well as a gre
want to be

make criticisn
ing.” Criticizs
careful that

the workers

continue to h
ty. One of tI
ker Lewis,
should change
Soviet Russia
attitude builc
us and certai

What have
“poor unemy
whom every i:
er is wringing

When the p
made a sham'
socialist “Forv
in the demor
police; the yc
the handsom

graceful horse
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bor.
arious towns Strikes have

out; in Yaroslavl, Taikovo
)-Viznesensk, Belostok, Vilna,
Kiev, Moscow and other
The* majority of the sirikes
succéssfully for the workers
en tnsuccessful strikes are
pparently unsuccessful. In
they: frighten the bosses ter-
ause: them great losses, and
1em to grant concessions for
a new strike. The factory
ors also begin_to get busy
tice the beams in the capi-
eyes; They are behind untu
res are opened by the workers
a strike. When in .fact do
tory” inspectors notice mis-

monagement in the factories of such
influential personages as Mr. Torn-
ton or the stockholders of the Put-
ilov factory? -

In St. Petersburg, too, we have
made trouble for the bosses. The
strike of the weavers at Torntcn's
factories, of the workers at the shoe
factory, the agitation among the
workers a‘ the Kenig and Varonin
factories, and among the dock work-
ers, and finally the recent disturb-
ances in Sestroretsk have proven
that we have ceased to be submissive
martyrs, and have taken _ up the
struggle. As is well known, the
workers - from many factories ana
shops have Brganized the “Union of

BY

V. I. LENIN

the Working Class,” with the aim
ot exposing all'abuses, of eradicating
mismanagement, of fighting against
the insolent oppressions of our con-
scienceless exploiters, and of achiev-
ing full liberation from their power.
The “Union” disiributes leaflets, at
the sight of which the bosses and
their faithful lackeys tremble in
their boots: It is not the leaflets
themselves which frighten them, but
the possibility of our united resist-
ance, of an exhibition of our mighty
power, which we have shown them
more than once. We workers of St.
Petersburg, members of the “Union”
invite the rest of our fellow workers
to join our “Union” and to further

Struggle for the.Emancipation of the great cause of uniting the work-

10O UN

ay”? Or are thgy merely the
- of a decoy to the square of
jon?

s take the Soviet Union. The
on this question has raged
the ranks of the party for
# two years, Workers have
disgusted with the vicious
made by the socialists on
SS.R. And scores of intel-

v have began to feel the
ay. So Thomas writes in the
eader of March 5: “I can
from personal experience to
sorbing and entirely reason-
terest in Russia all over the
. I ean also testify to the
at we have done ourselves
arm by what has looked like
- and indiscriminate eriti-
" Russia, (My emphasis, J.L.)
ecause there are things in
that need to be criticized for
)d of workers everywhere—as
, & great deal of praise—we
lo be extremely careful to
riticism sound and convine-
Jriticize the USSR—but be
that it is so worded that
yrkers will believe you and
e to have faith in the par-
e of the “lefts”, Alfred Ba-
ewis, recently wrote: “We
change our attitude towards
Russia because our critical
e builds a breach between
- certain liberal groups.”

t have they gone about the
unemployed’® because of
every issue of the New Lead-
ringing wet with tears?
n the police on March 6, 1930,
» shambles of Union Sq. the
t “Forward” wrote that tivose
demonstration cheered the

the young girls flirted with.

andsome mounties on their
1l horses, until the Commu-

ION

nists provoked a bloodbath. The
same up to March 7, Detroit’s
Bloody Monday.

This time the anger of the work-
ers was too great for such filth to
be written, Now the “number of
Communists in the demonstration
was insignificant, and their influ-
ence still smaller (!)” Now *“nerv-
ous police provoked the action”.
And the demonstration ded by
Communists, in which three Com-
munists were killed by a henchman
of a mayor elected with the enthu-
siastic support of Norman Thomas
and his party, proved that “the
time is coming nearer when ever
larger and larger sections of the
working masses will seek their
pathfinder and leaders among the
socialists.”

No condemnation of Mayor Mur-
phy who was responsible. But a
falsified interview with the mother
of Joe Bussel, a Y.C.L. member who
was killed, which stated that “up
to four weeks ago Joe was a good
boy,” then he turned red, But Joe
had been a Pioneer, a member of
the League for two years. Anything
to discredit the unemployed organ-
ization. :

Now after two and a half years
of terrific crisis Thomas and the
socialists = see the . Unemployed
Councils leading struggles, see the
workers fighting militantly, so they
declare for unemployed organiza-
tion. Organization “which will put
an end to irresponsible actions”, to
militant defense by the workers
against police attacks. To halt the
Unemployed Councils.

In  Wisconsin the  socialists

fought a bill introduced by Pro-
gressives providing for 20 million
dollars for the unemployed and
substituted one for nine million be-
cause “it' takes too much money

QU ARE

away from Milwaukee”, And the re-
cent support of Morgan's Block-
Aid plan which was a prelude to
the shutting off of all relief by the
city Home Relief Buros by Thom-
as is uite fresh in the memory of
all

May 1 is the “International Day‘

of Struggle Against Hunger and
War”, On this dﬁy we can ask the
party whose leader Hilquit accept-
ed the job of defending the Czarist
exploiters of the oil fields of Rus-
sia against the Soviet workers,
what single action it has under-
taken during the past year to fight
hunger and war? Did they not
praise only recenily the Japanese
section of the Second International;
the party which has now formed
an open fascist party? A party
which is strictly legal proving that
it has not opposed the war on the
Chinese masses. Has the Socialist
Party repudiated the leader of the
Second International, Vandervelde,
who says that his organization is
unable to doanything against war?
Did not Norman Thomas write
that the Soviet Union has a secret
agreement with Japan to divide up
China at the very time when Ja-
pan is marching ever closer to the
Soviet border?

On ‘April 30 (on May 1 the repre-
sentatives of God rest) the social-
ists will be on Union Sq. Through-
out the year the socialists will
shout and  declaim about *“Union
Sq.”, but will they be there to de-
fend and fight for the rights of the
workers? Will they be in Ken-
‘tucky and fighting for Negro rights
in Lynchland? The record of be-
trayal established by the Socialist
parties of Germany (which killed
33 workers for celebrating May 1,
1929, in Berlin), England, France,
Russia and the United States is the
answer,

ers ior a struggle tor their own -
terests. It is high time for.us Rus-
sian workers 0 break the chains
with which the capitalists 24 the
Government have bound us in order
to keep us in subjection. It is hign
time for us to join the siruggle or
our brothers, the workers in other
lands, to stand with them under the
common flag upon which is inserib-
ed: Workers of the World, Unite!

In France, Great Britain, Germany
and other ccuntries, where the work-
ers have already united in strong
unions and have won many rizhts,
they have established the 19th of
April (the First of May abroad, be-
fore the Octcber Revolution the
Russian calendar was 13 days be-
hind the West-Europ2an) as a ge-
eral Labor holiday.

Forsaking the stuify factories, they
mach in solid ranks, with bands
and banners along the main streets
of the towns; showing the bosses
the whole might of their growing
power, they gather ‘in inumerous
large meetings, where specches are
delivered recounting the victories
over the bosses in the preceding
year, and indicating the plans for
struggle 'in the future, Through
fear of a strike, not a single factory
owner fines the workers for absence
from work on this day. On this
day the workers also remind the
bosses of their chief demand: the
eight hour working day—8 hours
work, 8 hours sleep, and 8 hours
rest. This is what the workers of
other countries are now demanding
There was a time, and not so long
ago, when they, like we now, did
not have the right to make known
their needs. They, too, were crushed
by want and lacked unity just as
we now. But they, by stubborn
struggle and heavy sacrifices, have
won for themselves the right to dis-
cuss together the problems of the
workers’ cause. We send our hest
wishes to our brothers in other lands
that their struggle should quickly
lead them to the desired victory, to
the time when ther2 shall be neither
masters nor slaves, neither workers
nor capitalists, but all will work
and all alike enjoy life.

Comrades! If we will energetically
and wholeheartedly strive to unite,
the time will not be far distant when
we, having joined our forces in solid
ranks, will be able openly to unite
in this common struggle of the work
ers of all lands, without distinction
of race or creed, against the caui-
talists of the whole world. And our
sinewy arm will be lifted on high
and the infamous chains of bondage
will far wsunder, The workers J!
Russia will arise, and the capitalists
and the Government, which always
zealously ‘serves and aids the ecapi-
talists, will be stricken with terror!
April 10, 18986.

~—Union ot Struggle for the Eman-
cipation of the Working Class.
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CELEBRATING MAY DAY IN CHINA

M. JAMES

FIRST, 1932, the Chinese

0\ MAYX
wWOorkKers

together with the workers all over

the worl

h D

d se of the Chinese masses and

the Soviet Union.

May Day in China has beenglose-
ly connected up with the Chinese
Revolutionary movement. Mainly
due to the colonization of China uy
st powers, the Chinese work
ers kept back from struggle
altho they were super-exploited hy
the imperialists, the native capital-

imy

fsts and the militarists. However,
after the World War, especially after
the success of the October revolu-

. Russia, the Chinese workers
and iling masses began to as-
sume the form of mass organization
and struggle. May Day has since
then been “observed with militancy
by the Chinese masses.

’I’:m First May Day demonstration
took pla n 1919 in Shanghai. It
was & feeble beginning. | Several
hundred people, most of them stu-
dents, participated. But the demon-
gtration served as |an eye-opener
for the masses as to the historical |
gignificance of May. ‘

In 1026, the Communist Party of
China was organized. Under the
Jeadership of the Communist Party,
the Chinese workers staged bigger
demonstrations in Shanghai and
many other cities. The Chinese
workers understood more clearly
their role in the struggle against
capitalism and imperialism. In 1921,
the May Day demonstration in
China, besides raising slogans of the
eight hour day, better working and
living conditions, also put forth some
political slogans as, the freedom of
assembly, Ireedom of speech, ete.
The Chinese workers reached the
understanding that their economic
struggle is closely bound up with
their pelitical struggle. In 1922 on
May First, the Chinese Congress of
Trade Unions took place in Canton
with about 170 delegates. The Con-
gress, among many important de-
cisions and resolutions, advocated
the eight hour day categorically put
on its record that May Day be cele-
brated by the Chinese workers as the
International Labor Day.

In 1923, there took place the big
stgke of the Peking-Hankow work-
ers, Wu Pei-fu, then the warlord
controlling the Peking-Hankow area,
masaacred nearly on hunderd strik-
ers in cold blood. However, even
under the extreme white terror of
the northern militarists, the Rail-
way Workers Union in Peking ral-
lied the workers in Peking and else-
where to demonstrate on May Day
Some of the demands put forth in
the demonstration were: eight hour
day, the reorganization of the Union. |
unconditional release of the arrested
strikers, the realization of the de-
mands in the strike, and the aboli-
tions of the martial law and all
restrictions on the freedom of the
workers, In the same year, the work-
ers in Canton and Shanghai, alsc
held big demonstrations. In 1924
there witnessed the rising rising re- |
volutionary struggle of the Chinese
masses against imperialist domina-
tion. On May Day, over seventy
thousand workers and toilers de-
monstrated in Canton. A Congress
of the Chinese trade unions also
took place with delegates from over
one hundred and sixty trade unions.
Another significant thing happened
on May Day that year was the con-
vention of the Chinese peasants in
Canton with over 100 thousand
workers and peasants present. This
showed the close alliance between
the Chinese workers and peasants
undr the leadership of the workers

uring the great Chinese revolu-
ti0r: in 1925-27, a high wave of strike
struggles sweeping over Shanghai,
Canton, Hongkong and all over the
country against imperialist exploit-
ation and murder. The peasants
also revolted against the landlords
This has been the basic motive force
of the Chinese jrevolution. The
Chinese bourgeoisie, the Kuomintang
utilized this force to stage a fight
,against imperialism for more con-
cesslons. May Day demonstrations
assumed irresistable momentum dur-
ing this period. In 1926, for instance,
there were over ten th work-
e demonstrating in! Shanghai,
feiing militantly with the police
=ho interfered with the demonstra-

national bourgeoisie, betrayed

| workers and peasants

wili demonstrate against Inot only against imperialism but alse
d imperialist war, for the |against native bourgeoisie and land-

|lords. May Day in the Nanking-
! Shanghai area, which was unedr the
{ control of Chiang Kai , witnes-
| sed the rally of the workers agaiust
the betrayal of- the right wing of
the Kuomintang. In Hankow, where
existed the revolutionary government
under the domination of the petty
bourgeoisie, a big May Day demon-
stration took place with two hun-
dred thousand participants. Rep-
resentatives of workers - delegations
from various countries spoke at the
demonstration, stressing the inter-
national solidarity of the working
class.

In July, 1927, the petty bourgeois
government in Hankow followed the
example of Chiang Kai-shek and
betrayed the revolution. This com-
pletes the period of lead('-rship and
the beginnig of compiete reaction
of the Kuomintang in the Chinese
Revolution. Hhe working class
assumed the independent, unswer-

Chiang Kai-shek, representing the ,ing leadership in the Chinese re-
the ( volution with the support of the
| revolution .in April, 1927, in the face
and the toiling masses ‘ of the rising strength of the Chinese | terror of the Kuomintang swept
who fought | over the country, under the bayonets

| peasantry. A wave of extreme White

!01‘ the Kuomintang militarists and

| the imperialists, the Chinese work-

ers in the big cities every year since
1 1927 staged illegal demonstrations on
{May Day for the eight hour day,
| better conditions, against the rule of
| the Kuomintang and its imperialist

masters and for the defense of the
i Chinese Revolution and the Chinese
| Soviets.

In the Soviet districts in China,
which has been extending and is
inow covering one sixth of China
| proper with a population over ninety
million, the Chinese workers and
peasants demonstrate on May Day
every year as a signal for the in-
tensifying struggle for the consoli-
idation and extention of the Soviets.
for the defense of the Soviet Union
and for the solidarity of the inter-
national working class.

May Day this year in China, with
millions starving, with the virtual
annexation of Manchuria by Japan,
the murder of hundreds of thousands
of the Chinese people by Japanese

imperialism, the imperialist plot of
repartition of China, the Kuomin-
tang-imperialist campaign agains?
the advancing Chinese Soviets and
their Red Army, the imminent war
danger against the Soviet Union the
Chinese workers and peasants, both
inside and outside the Soviet ter-

.

¥

A “HOME” IN “FATHER” COX’S SHANTY-TOWN

ritory, will demonstrate together
{with the workers and toilers all
{over the world against starvation,
':‘tgz\insi. the partition of China,
!ngainst imperialist war, against the
| Kuomintang and for the defense of
ithe Chinese people, and the Soviet
| Union

ot it S— SRS
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By HARRIET SILVERMAN,

“Child Health Day” was establish-
ed by an act of Congress of the
capitalist government, to be observ-
ed May First. As ar attempt to
distract the workers from the sing-
nificance of May First, the Interna-
tional day of struggle of the revolu-
tionary working class, “Child Health
Day” must be exposed and working
class demonstrations of protest stag-
ed in all cities. Mass misery is
mounting by leaps and bounds, and

in a land of pienty.

What is of “Child Hesalth Day”
of the capitalist class? Its history
goes back 20 years ago. Theodore
Roosevelt, the Bull Moose “progres-
sive” Republican standard bearer,
called the First White House Con-
ference to hoodwink the working
class into believing that something
would be done for “the health and
protection of the children” of the
nation. Roosevelt sent out the in-
vitations for the Conference lon
Cristmas day, in 1909. Fifteen re-
commendations came cut of this
conference, the outstanding one:
“that children should not be remov-
ed from their own homes by reason
of poverty.” Tens of thousands of
workers children who have had to
exist and suffer in the charity in-
stitutions of the boss class because
their parents were jobless and un-
able to give them the necessities

6 to 10 million children are starving ;

of life, give the lie to this outstand-
ing decision of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration conference.

President Wilson, the gentlemen
who “kept us out of war,” and
whipped up the imperialist war
machine for a “war to end war,’
and a “war to make the world safe
for democracy,” called the Second
White House Conference on Child
Health during 1919. Money was sup-
plied from the war emergency fund
to organize the conference in Wash-
ington. Wilson at that time was at-
tending the so?called Peace Confer-
ence in Paris. With characteristic
demagogy Mr, Wilson piously ex-
pressed the hope that the confer-
ence would be successful in setting
up “certain irreducible standarrs
for the health and education and
work of the American child.”

Twenty years have passed. The six
to ten million starving children in
the year 1932 of American “prosper-
ity” can testify to the humbug of
the Roosevelt-Wilson-Hoover con
ference. And the 5 million young
workers under 20 years of age slav-
ing in the shops, mills, mines and
farms of this country, not to men-
tion about 6 million others between
the age of 20-24 including 600,000
exploited young Negro worker~ can
testify to the bodywrecking exploit-
ation, that stands as an indictment
against the -capitalists system. The

fmillion children under 16 years of

age, and the countless children, some
of them babies under ten years of
age who are ground into profits for
the capitalist class give the lie to
the conference on child health and
protection of the capitalist bosses
government.

The Republican machine with
Mr. Hoover in the harness, called
the third White House Conference
on Child Health and protection held
in Washington in November 19, 1930,
which outdoes the other conferences
in demagogy. Hoover’s speech dis-
closed that there are six to ten
million children,

6 million of the 45 are impro-

perly nourished.”

1 million have weak damaged

hearts.

1 million have detective speech.
382,000 are tubercular.

And so on to a total of at least

80 per cent of whom are not receiv-

ing the necessary attention.”
Whom does Mr. Hoover ,the lick-

spittle of Wall Street charge with

working class, who stunted, starv-
ing and denied even the necessary
medical care, are dying of slow
starvation and exposure? Mr. Hoov-
er declaved:

“The ill-nourished child is in
our couniry net the product of
poverty: it is largely the product
of ‘ill-instructed children and
ignorant parents’.”

This is the brazen conclusion of

| Wall Street’s servant in the White

House. The hypocritical. senti-
mental sob-stuff which was spilled
at the “welfare” conference of the
Hoover-Wall St. government, has
been printed in 40 volumes. Words
instead of food, clothing shelter,
medical care! Words instead of
the chance to go to school, forcing
children into mines and mills to
help eke out a miserable existence
for entire families of the working
class where fathers and mothers
have been unable to get jobs, while
child labor and tenement sweat-
shop labor have increased as a re-
sult of the crisis. Words, instead
of immediate relief for the unem-
ployed and their families! Words,
police clubs, tear gas bombs, the
shooting down of unemployed work-
ers at the Ford plant and jail sen-

unemployed fighting for immediate
relief and unemployment insurance
at the expense of the employers
and the state.

Behind the White House Confer-
ence on Child Health, called by the
ruling class, and Child Health Day,
there is the driving purpose, to use
this channel and every other means
for war mobilization purposes. From
childhood to old age the capitalist
class reaches out to poison the
workers and enslave them .in the
stranglehold of patriotism, of loy-
alty to the boss class and its gov-

Administrator in the last world
war, used every means to crush by

10 millions of deficients more than:

this crime against children of the

tences for the militant ranks of the :

The Hypocrisy of Capitalist Child Health Day

Peasants Republic. Mr. Hoover hags
made plain where he stands: “the
ambition of my life is to crush out
Soviet Russia, yes even if it means
starving the women and the chile
dren.” And in that driving ime-
perialist ambition, Mr. Hoover sees
in Child Health Day one more
means of keeping check on the
future army of the country for the
coming imperialist war.

The public schools will prob-
@bly celebrate Child Health on
April 29. This year when the work-
ing class is more than ever in

which has engulfed the capitalist
world, we must strike a blow a-
gainst the Wall Street Child Health
Day by mobilizing the working
class, men, women and children,
for Hunger Marches to demand im=
mediate relief for the starving chile
dren of the unemployed and for
Unemployment Insurance.

The Workers International Re-
lief has proposed Hunger Marches
as the most effective form of mass
protest of women and children who
can be mobilized for this demon-
stration on a broader scale than
ever before to fight for free milk,
free food, free clothes, free lunches
in the schools, free medical care
and for unemployment insurance,

The Children’s Hunger Marches
must bring into the forefront the
sharp contrast between the mount-
iing starvation and mass misery of
children in capitalist America, and
the high standard of protection of
child life and motherhood in the
! Soviet Union, possibly only because
the workers and farmers rule.

The children’s hunger march, ore
ganized with trucks to transport
mothers with small children from
working class neighborhoods should
demonstrate  before all publie
schools where children are not re-
ceiving hot lunches,

The hunger march of women and
children of the jobless workers ot
America must expose the {error
against the militant workers, and
iespecially against foreign born The
| Children’s Hunger March on May
First must demonstrate the growing
unity between the Negro and white
workers in the struggle against lynch
terror. The children’s Hunger March
{must expose the charity racketeers
i the Block-aid fakers, and family
help family fakers of capitalism
which grow fat on ‘the misery and
| starvation of the unemployed mil-
lions.

The children’s Hunger March must
aboveall arouse and win the child-
ren for the ranks of ‘the W. I. R.
Pioneers to fight with their parents
for loyalty to the working class, for
revolutionary struggle as the only
way out of the workers from the
hell of capitalist crisisy miser, ex-
ploitation and oppression.

Organize 3 children’s hunger

helth day for the fight for

- |- -Mr. Hoover, the experienced Food |diate-relief and unemploymiéut In-

surance!”

Support workers international re~
leif children’s hunger march plans
in your city!

fighting mood against the crisig,

march against the bosses fake child

o
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Soviet Miners Sent May Day Greetings to U.S.

DOCTORS ASSIGN
DISABLED VET
T0 SCRAP HEAP

Ousted form Coase
Guard Following
[llness

Marine Hospital.
Ellis Island, N. Y.
Comrades:

Did you ever stop to think what
will happen to you when you get
old and are unable to work? I
never did until T finally wound up
here in the hospital. But now I
realize what a tough situation I am
in. I am a disabled ex-serviceman
through no fault of my own.

I was just jicked out of the Coast
Guard. Perhaps you do not know
what I mean. I have been here in
the hospital with the rheumatism
and will no doubt have it the rest
of my life.

About four months ago I was put
un before a reactionary board of
survey. The doctors claimed that
it was my own fault that I was dis-
abled.

I see it all now. We are all wage
slaves in this “free” country. We
have the freedom to work and
starve and to be thrown on the
scrap heap when we are disabled.

I think that we oppressed classes
should come together in one mass
organization and fight for our
rights. I have just joined the
Trade Union Unity League and the
Communist Party. These organiza-
tions have shown me how to get
my rights. We have to fight for
tem, But we must be organized
when we fight. J. E, B.

MAYOR STEALS
RELIEF FUNDS

Clairton Mayor Takes
$3,600

(By a Worker Correspondent.)

CLAIRTON, Pa.—A large amount
of the money that was given to
help the starving unemployed of
this town was stolen by the mayor
and his helpers.

Following an investigation it was
discovered that the sum of $3,600
was missing. The mayor and one
of his helpers were locked up and
are supposed to make this money
good.

There is suffering and starvation
staring all teh workers in the face
here. Something must be done.

Only those with families are get-
ting a starvation “relief” ration.
Now this little bit is to be cut. Some
workers must live on one day’s
wages that they get in the mill
every week.

1 think tat it is high {ime to or-
ganize an unemployed council here
to force the bosses to give us real
relief and unemployment insurance.

War Material Being
Produced in Diston
- Factory in Phila.

(li,'y a Worker Correspondent)

PHILADELPHIA, Pa—I saw in
the Daily Worker that you want to
know  about war materials being
produced in the Henry Diston Co.

Yes, they are producing war ma-
terial here right now. Last week I
talked to one of the workers. He
fold me that he was working three
days a week rolling gun shields.
This plant has been making shields
for quite some time. A soldier from
the U. 8. army is sfationed here to
test the shields.

The worker to whom I talked
said that he was at no fime sure
of his job. Conditions in the plant,
he said, are terrible.

. S. T.

(Editorinl Note, — The Diston
Cao, is one of the concerns that
made big profits during the world
war swords, etc., for the
army; g
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THEY GREET AM

ERICAN MINERS

Here ‘are two shock brigade miners working in a mine in the
US.S.R. They look not unlike American miners. But the conditions

under“Which they work are much different.

Union have recently received incre

All miners in the Soviet
ases in pay. There are no miners

out of work and all are protected by government unemployment and

accident insurance,

U. S. Codl Cuts Pay

Twice During Year;
Fires 200 Miners

Whole Town of Lynch,

Ky., Under Control of

Brutal Coal Barons

(By a Worker

Correspondent )

HARLAN, Ky.—The U. 8. Coal Co., a subsidiary of the
U. S. Steel, cut the wages of the miners at the Lynch-Ben-
ham mines at Harlan County on the first of April. This was

the second wage-cut since the

first of the year and reduces

the basic day rate scale to $4 for the skilled miners. The coal
loaders’ scale was reduced to 28 cents a ton,

Previous to the first cut the scale was $6 a day for
skilled miners and 42 cents a ton. This company does not
weigh the coal, but pays by the car—or as the miners say,

bythe acre.

At the same time the company
cut the pay the company laid off
about 200 workers, accusing them of
union affiliations. The miners of
Lynch-Benham are working two
and three days a week. This mine
used to employ 2,500 miners.

Company Town.

Lynch is a company town in the
fullest sense of the word. The
schoc’, the churches, the hotel, po-
lice, fire department, are all owned |
by the coal company. The policc;
have uniforms the same as the |
U. S. Steel coal and iron police in |
Pennsylvania and of course they |
treat the workers with the same |
brutality.

A stranger entering Lynch is im-
mediately taken into tow by the
law and third-degreed. Those whose
story is not “satisfactory” to the
law is at once driven out of town
or is taken for a ride.

When the Harlan thugs Kkid-
naped the N.M.U. organizers, Ma-
son, Grace, We"er, etc.,, they took
them to Lynch and proceeded with
re-enforcements to the Kentucky
border.

Paternalism.

-~The U. S. Steel in the past fol-

lowed the policy of paternalism. It
built better houses for the men
than the other coal companies. It
provided some fo of recreation
grounds for the children. Christmas
it distributed candy. Prizes were
given for the best gardens.

All these factors had an effect on
the miners of the U. S. Steel. These
miners were the hardest to organ-
ize, However, now the situation is
changed and miners who only yes-
terday ran away when the word
union was mentioned, today are de-
manding that an organizer be sent
to help them build a union,.

We have been informed that a
stool pigeon who was exposed in
Pennsylvania is running a board-
ing house or hotel in Lynch. The
workers should expose all such ele-
ments so that they cannof be in a
position . to* ecarry. on

Masses of Steel
Workers Hungry
In Western Penn.

Workers Rally to Job-
less Council in
Kensington Dist.

(By a Worker Correspondent.)

WEST TARENTUM, Pa-—-Hun-
dreds of us workers have been liv-
ing under starvation conditions. We
have been laid off from the Al-
legheny Steel, Pittsburgh Plate,
Ford Glass, Crucible Mine and the
Penn Iron and Steel Co.

Some, who are considered lucky,
are working only a few days a
month. Those who are unem-
ployed are in most cases not getting
any relief whatsoever.

Fathers and mothers are faced
with the proposition of seeing their
cildren starving to death.

We had a big meeting here Sun-
day two weeks ago. Comrade Liss,
the speaker, pointed out that there
were 27,000 families in Allegheny
County who were left without the
slightest bit of help due to the
closing of the relief buro.

There were many Negro workers
at this meeting. There were also
some of the local poliicians there.

afraid to ake the floor and defend
the system of starvation they rep-
resented,

JOBLESS COUPLE SUICIDE
(By a Worker Correspondent-

work down here.
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| say the other day, in commenting

Get Full Pay

During Stoppages in
Soviet anl Fields

Group of Young Miners Write to Miners in
U. S. A. About Advanced Living Conditions

Live in Cooperative Houses Built for the

Dear Comrades:—
very thankful to you for them

country. We are very sorry

Dear comrades, your exploiterss
are describing to you the Soviet
Union as a “red menace.” Do not
helieve them, comrades.

No Bosses.

We have no police nor bosses as
you have in your country. We are
busy now completing the Five-Year
Plan,- which was drawn up by our
workers’ government and the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union.
We are young kolkhoz members
(collective farm members) who
work in the mining industry under
contract which the mine manage-
ment concluded with our kolkhoz.
This is done on a collective basis.
Our wives and children are pro-
vided by the kolkhoz with food and
also with other necessities.

New Homes,

Our life is entirely different from
yours. All single men live in co-
operative houses built for the
workers from fireproof material. We
are continually organizing brigades
of young workers for the fulfilment
of the production plan and for the
improvement of the living and cul-
tural conditions of the workers.

We work on progressive piece
work basis and we earn on the av-
erage about 8 roubles a day for 6
hours’ work. This is enough for our
material and also cultural needs.
The food is good and we are very
much satisfied with it. We have no
other party except our own work-
ing class Communist Party (Bol-
shevik). One of the rules in our
mine is that in case of a break, we
get® full pay. Only slackers are not
entitled to wages.

Wishing you success in your
struggles for a better life for the
workers the world over.” We greet
you on May First.

Comradely yours,

Soviet Miners.
—A group of miners of Mine No.
30, Barracks No. 35—Goncharov,
Ivkin, Maiboroda, Zrozsevsky, Pav-
lovsky.

Cuts Pay Five Times
In Fifteen Months

(By a Worker Correspondent.)

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—The
Crane Plumbing and Steam Suply
Co. have cut wages five times in
the last fifteen months, amounting
to 36 per cent of wages paid before
the cuts came. Many have been
laid off and only a few are left.
The men were working five days a
week until Friday, April 1. Then
orders came to divide the workers
into two groups and to let each
group work two weeks and lay off
two weeks. The salesman that gave
this information was next to the
head salesman in 1930, Now he is
just & plumber. How is this for a
business boom. ;

WILL HELP BREAK WALL ST.
LINE IN NEXT WAR

(By a Worker Correspondent)

next war T'll help break the
Wall St. Line” :
This is that T heard an ex-soldier

on the war that is now going on in
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Workers; Earn & Rubles in 6 Hours

We are very glad to receive your letters and we are

We, young miners, just started to work. in our Soviet

to hear about your bad con-

ditions and we wish that you change vour conditions as
the workers of the Soviet Union did. Our brothers in bloody
battles wrested the powey out of the hand of the capitalists.

We are free and independent now.
{ and exploiters are telling you that there is compulsory labor
in the Soviet Union. This is not true and cannot possibiy be true, be-
cause our couniry 1s a country of the working class.

Your oppressors

INJURED CHILD
OUSTED FROM
N..Y. HOSPITAL

Catholic Nuns Deny
Help to Penniless
Mother

Long Island City. N. Y
Daily Worker:

Here is a story of a poor mother
whose husband is unemployed and
fought for “democracy” in the world
war.

Six weeks ago her little daughter
of five fell and broke her leg, so
this poor mother took her to the
St. John's Hospital, because it is
the only. charitable institution in
Long Island City. ‘“This case would
require a confinement of four weeks
for the correct setting of the leg,”
the holy nuns told her.

During the first week the hos-
pital authorities investigated and
found that this poor mother had
been in this hospital last year as a
charitable case. At the same time
they also discovered that the. little
child’s leg only really needed one
week to heal and anyway there was
somebody that could pay that
wanted the bed for their child.

The holy nuns told this mother
that her child was not needed there
any more. The mother implored
the holy nuns to keep her little
daughter if only to properly nourish
her ,as she didn’t even have a bottle
of milk home to feed her sick baby
when she returned home.

But no, you: must go, was the
answer of the holy nuns. So the
Catholic Daughter of Mercy would
do nothing for her child and sent
her out of the hospital and in-
formed her to bring the child to
the hospital every week. But how
could she bring her, for she didn’t
even have the nickel carfare for
the train.

A Worker of Long Island City.

Alabama Moulders
Get Cut in Pay

(By a Worker Correspondent) -
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— The
moulders of the -Stockham Fitting
Co. just received, a wage-cut from

48 cents fo 36 cents an hour. Con-

ditions could not get much worse
around here. If we don’t get to-
gether and organize the bosses will
have us working for less than a dol-
lar a day.

This is, 1 think, the worst jim-
crow town in the U.S.A. The policy
of the bosses here is the white
man first, dog next and the
Negro last. 'We must all get to-

gether against this dividing of the.

working class. .~ A Negro Worker,

in the Soviet Union. This is not true
and cannot possibly be true, be-
cause our country is a country of
the 'wgrking class. .«
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