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Unemployment in the United States

Statement adopted by the Cen-
tral Executive Committee of the
Workersg Party.

NEMPLOYMENT is a constant

scourge of the workers under
capitalism. It is ever present in
some degree, except in those pe-
riods when rival groups of imperial-
ists whet the workers to murdering
each other and when production of
war materials temporarily absorbs
the full labor forces; in “normal
times” it is the so-called industrial
reserve army, while in times of
acute crisis, unemployment throws
millions of workers upon the streets
takes on a mass character it bua‘
brings into bold relief the inherent
problems that face the working
clagg at all times, g
Mass unemployment, however,
does present its own distinctive
problems in the character of the

immediate struggle of the workers, !
particularly of - those directly in-!
It, therefore, becomes of!

volved.
vital importance for our Party to
have exact knowledge of the
growth and extent of unemployment,
its sectional and industrial ' varia-
tions, its tempo of development, and
to prepare definite lines of action
for the workers in their struggle
against its devastating effects.

Immediate Cause of Present
Unemployment.

The capitalist system of the woerld
has, since 1919 and up to the latler
part of 1923, presented a spectacls
of constantly declining production
and growing unemployment. It is
in the throes of the most profound
crisis of history. Many millions of
workers are deprived of all chance
to make a living, and those whe
work have their wages constantly
driven down. The United States i
an integral part of world ecapital-
ism, and it is impossible that it
should escape participation in this
crisis.

In 1921, when the first big drop in
exports to Europe from the United
States occurred as a result of Eu-
rope’s bankruptey, there were 5 to
6 millions of workers thrown out of
employment in the resulting depres-
sion. But in spite of the fact thal
in 1922 and 1923, exports declined
still more, yet American capitalism
was able temporarily to recover it-
gelf, increase production to new
high levels, and generally to restore
“normaley.”

The principal factor in this tem-
porary recovery, in the face of los:
export markets was an unexamplcd
domestic market, created by great
capital expenditures, chiefly in the
tremendous boom in the building in-
dustry, great replacements and ex-
tensions on the railroad systems of
the country, and also in the unheard-
of expansion of the automobile and
oil industries. More than ten
months ago, however, Roger Babson
was pointing out what the Coms
munists knew, that “Many of the
men now getting an increase in
wages will be out of work before
1924 is ended.”

The domestic markets could not
continue indefinitely to absorb the
high production of American indus-
tries under the limitations of capi-
talism. The turning point came in
May, 1923, and industry has beécn
on the down-grade since that time
with a growing accompaniment of
unemployment. This downward ten-

the tempo of development is sub-

jeet to variation by many minor
factors.
Thus at the present moment

there has been a distinct check in
the downward trend, with many fuc.
tors in the industrial situation regz-
istering an appreciable improve-
ment As an example of the facta
that substantiate this observation
may be cited the record of car-load-
ing for the week ending March 1st,
which exceeded by a wide margin
the loading record for any week 1a
January, February or March in
history.

So eminent an economist as Eu-
gene Varga has said, in his review
of the economic situation of the
world for 1923: “Production and the
whole econcmic life of the United
States and Canada continue on a
fairly good level, without so far
showing any clear signs of an ap-
proaching crisis. We do not wish to
gsay that this crisis will not socn
arise. In accordance with the gen-
eral experience of capitalist produc-
tion this thould be the case in the
not distant future, but so far as we

ber of employed 2,835 during the
year in the centers covered by the
report or a little over 1 per cent
while the operations of the indus-
try, by volume of production, de-
creased in percentage of capacity
from 74 to 63 in the same period,
indicating much partial employment.

Bitumlnous coal production fel!
(comparative figures based on the
1913 index) from a peak production
during the year of 126, and a yearly
average of 114, to but 101 in Decem-
ber, 1923. The building industry
estimates a 10 per cent to 15 per
cent reduction in operations for
1924, Railroad construction and re-
placements, optimisticaily estimated
some months ago at two billions of
dollars for 1924, has not material-
ized and will doubtless not be real-
ized in anything like that sum. The
railroads have reduced their operat-
ing forces by 175,000 during the
latter part of 1923 and since. The
trend toward unemployment has been
accentuated by the hundreds of
thousands of farmers driven from

the land end into the cities by the
agricultural crisis. These are but

capital which are shifting the cen-
ter of gravity of the industry toward
the new fields, and thereby displac-
ing labor and creating undmploy-
ment.

These industrial and sectional
problems of unemployment require
special programs of action for the
workers in the respective fields, co-
ordinated and included in the gen-
eral struggle, adjusting to local
conditions the fight against imm-
nent impoverishment and unemploy-
ment; they canot alone, however,
be made the basis of a general pro-
gram to fight unemployment, whick
must be built upon the situation of
the American working class as a
whole. On this general situation at
this time, we can say that unem-
ployment - is increasing and threat-
ens to assume a mass character
sometime between the summer of
1924 and spring of 1925, but it has
not yet reached that stage.
Program jor Fighting Unemploy.

ment.

The Workers Party shall take a
leading par: in the fight against
unemployment in all its phases. The
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can observe there are no objective
visible signs at present.”
In this judgment the Central Ex-

ecutive Committee of the Workers
Party agrees with Comrade Varga,
The United States is not yet suffcr-
ing from an acute industrial crisis.
The situation has not fundamentally
changed since Comrade Varga wrote
report. Unemployment has not

a mass character in the

&F

a few of the objective facts that
point to the unquestionable growta
of unemployment.

Along with this gradual trend in
the general situation goes more vio-
lent displacements within certain
industries gnd localities. Thus the
coal industry is in the midst of a
most difficult readjustment which is
throwing large numbers out of em-
ployment in the
while in certain restricted fields the
industry is flourishing. Coal min-

*ling was so expanded under the ne-

cessities of war, that it has a pro-

ithe needs of the domestic market in
times of peace. Operators are tak-
ing advantage of this fact to shift
uction from wunion fields and
gh-cost mines, to non-union areas

ance in its implications for the fu- | and low-cost pits.
ture. Many facts are hand to| This inurn:l{ adjustment, involv-
point this cut. . ing the Ision of 200,000 miners
For example, in the textile in-|from the by torce of star;
m(h) M’a b.‘Mnctrl’o &"";ﬁ“umﬁm eTrll;lllntho
page . copper
figure of the U. S. Bureau of |industry a somewhat  simi-
, (report covering key centers | lar with an ind keyed
“the industry), a decrease in the|up to war needs, now cut off from
number of from h—n markets, and with the
m a | of 264,762, complication of new low-cost
; s of |ore fields recently opened to explois
261,914, or a decrease in the num- tation with great expenditure of

entire industry, I

ductive capacity 40 per cent above |

following 'general considerations will
guide our participation in such
struggles:

Unemployment is an inevitable
accompaniment of capitalism, and
lcan only be abolished with the sys-

tem that produces it. The struggie
against unemployment must be cal-
culated to enlighten the workers to
this fact, without dampening the
jardor of their struggle but rather
| intensifying it. To this end, prac-
(fical sets of demands must be
| formulated and a program of action
established, designed to weld .afi
manifestations of protest against
unemployment into a national move-
ment; this must in turn be adjusted
to each local and industrial situation
in a practical manrer,

The slogans and practical actions
of the struggle will follow two gcn-
eral channels, the political and in-
dustrial; they will be  directly
against the government as the rep-
resentatives .of the -capitalist sys-
tem, and against the industry and
individual employer as the imme-
diate exploiter, These two aspects
will often be iaterwined and inter-
changeable, but for clearness are
considered separately, They will
(Continued on page 8.)




How the Communists Keep Power In Russia

F TROTZKY and Rykov, and Zin-

oviev and Xameneff, and the
dozen chief men in government in
Russia were to die tonight, blown
up in some explosion in the Krem-
lin, the government of Russin would
go on without a break. This is what
the capitalist groups of earth do
not realize, tho the workers of the
world know it very well. There
would be another great funeral in
the Red Square, there would be a
confusion of detail in many govern-
ment offices where the urganizing
head was gone. But the successors
to these men would step zutomati-
cally into office, or be selected by
the appropriate committees, there
would not be even a mnew election
needed. ‘- The form of government
and all its wvajor policies would be
untouched.

The Communist Party.

The governing power in Russia
lies in the Communist Party, of half
a million men and women. They
continue from year to year to gov-
ern one hundred and thirty million
people. Longer than any govern-
ment in the world thoy have held
power. Cabinets and thrones all
over Europe rise and fall, in our
own United States we have the pe-
riodic shifting of parties, as accu-
mulating discontent throws out the
party that is “in,” and gives a
chance to the party that is “out,”
until it in its turn disillusions the
people, and is replaced by the ever-
swinging pendulum of our two-par-
ty - system.

The Communist Party of Russia,
ruling by a one-party system, does
not worry ahout accumulating dis-
content. It has grown strcnger year
by year. It expecis to keep on
growing stronger. It makes plare
for five, ten, fifteen, twenty years
ahead, expeeting to hold governmen’
for an indefinite period. Az far as
observations over a thousand miles
of Russian territory and conti
for two years indicate, it has a good
chance of doing so. ~

How does it keep control? The
answer is not to be found in the
annual elections. Onece eacr year
the people of Russia have, theoreti-
cally, the chance of electing an en-
tirely different government. Eve
from week to week any factory of
five hundred workers mayv recall and
replace its respresentative in the
city soviet, the only body to whict
it elects directly. Practically. how-
ever, the results are known before-
hand. Representatives change, dele--
gates are racalled and replaced. but
the control of "‘the Communist Party
goes on.

I visited two elections in Moscow.
They take place not by ballot, but
in open assembly.  Any factory or
government department or enter-
prise with ‘ive hundred workers is
entitled to one representative in the
city council, the Moscow Soviet.
Elections last for an entire week,
each factory selecting the afternoon
which suits it, holding its election
meeting on factory time, so that
practically ail workers atterd, hear-
ing reports and choosing represen-
tatives.

How They Vote.

I went with the emploves of the
Foreign Office to see them vote.
They had iess than 500 emyployes, so
they combined with the State Bank
and a few little factories to choose
their representatives, They gathered
in a central hall: they sang the In-
ternationale and heard reperts. A
man frora the Communist Party
made the first report, telling what
last year’s program had been and
how far the government had ful-
filled it; what next year's plans
were, in city taxes and water sup-
ply and maunicipal repairs, as wel!
as in national issues. His chief ap-
peal lay in pointing out that every-
one got more wages this yeur than
Jast and had better food, more
clothes, better living. “The rest of
Europe is growing continually
worse; Russia iz growing rapidly
better; wvote for the Communist
Party which has improved your con-
ditions.” Such was the theme of
his speech.

The audience was. obyviously in
control of the meeting. They er-
mined how long he should speak,

Communist sitting near me. *“Can’t
they even give us a debate?”

The factories that had an opposi.
tion bragged about it. “We had the
best election in town,” said the Amo
Auto Faclory. “Three different
candidates and lots of attacks on
the government, A BSocial Revolu-
tionary denounced the Communists
for failing to keep their promises.
‘Five years ago they promised you
a new world, he jeered. ‘Now they
offer you a better water-supply
and a few more electric lights.’ .
There is interest in that kind of
election.” Yet here also the elec-
tion was mer=2ly an interesling de-
bate; nobody doubted tha: the Com-
munists would be returned to power.

Is It By Terrorism?

Is it by terrorism that the Com-
munists keep power in e#ach elec-
tions? Certainly none was visible on
the surface. The audience laughed
and asked questions and made com-
ments for and against the speaker.
There was no sense of constraint, a
good time was had by all. Half a
million men do not terrorize one
hundred and thirty million by mere
openness of discussion unless some
other more subtle form of control
lies behind it. The Communist con-
trol foes farther back into industry
and life and is more permanent than

any election day meeting.

It is a very remarkable organiza-
tion—this Communist Party of Rus-
sia. Millions of votes are cast for
it each year, but these voters do
not rank as Party Members. Voting
is incidental expression of approval;
to be a Party Member is a life-
long job. It is to be organized into
a compact unit whose purpose takes
precedence over every other inter-
est. You are a Communist first
and everything else afterwards. You

. .|are on call always, to go wherever

you are sent in Russia.

It takes from six months to three
years to join the Commumist Party,
You state in your-application the
kinds of work you are fit for. You
go into regular classes to fit your-
self; you attend discussions on eco-
nomies and international relations
and internal problems of Russia.

In the far north I met Rimpalle,
organizing mica mines and feldspar
quarries in an undeveloped region.
Hiking ten to eighteen miles daily,
wading thigh-deep in swamps, or-
ganizing ‘unlettered peasant labor ‘to
develop little mines. At the sum-
mer’s end he brought back from his
prospecting one hundred thousand
dollars worth of mica; he checked it
up in a ‘barn behind the statehouse
in the little provincial capitol, and

Chicago

By CARLE - NG

Hog Butcher for the World,
Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,

Stormy, husky, brawling,
City of the Big Shoulders:
They tell me you are wicked and I

And having answered so I turn once

against the wilderness,
Bareheaded,
Shoveling,
Wrecking,
Planning,
Building, breaking, rebuilding,

Player with Railroads and the Nation’s Freight Handler;

believe them, for I have seen your

painted women under the gas lamps luring the farm boys.

{And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes, it is true 1 have
seen the gunman kill and go free to kill again.

And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women
and children I have seen the marks of wanton hunger.

more to those who sneer at this my

city and I give them back the sneer and say to them:

Come and show me another city with lifted head and singing so proud to
be alive and coarse and strong and cunning.

Flinging magnetic curses amid the toll of piling job on job, here is a tall
bold slugger set vivid against the little soft cities; : :

Strong as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning as a savage pitted

Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with white teeth,
Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs,
Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle,

Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse, and under his

ribs the heart of the people,
Laughing!
Laughing

the &tormy husky, brawling laughter of Youth, half-naked

sweating, proud to be Hog Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,
Player with Railroads and Freight Handler to the Nation,

By ANNA LOUISE STRONG (Anise)

then turned back three days north-
ward ‘to his job. He got for his
summer’s work “my food and one
resoling of my boots.” . .. I asked
him if he were a Communist, and he
smiled shyly and said: “A candi-
date.” When Rimpalle has worked
like that for a year or two, he will
be admitted to the Party.

Sever Discipline.

All Commanists go wunder severe
discipline which enters into their
pay envelope and the kinds of work
they are allowed to do. They can-
not make money by private trade or
by exploiting the labor of another.
If they get a wage higher than a
certain sum, which was once almost
nothing, but is now about fifty dol-
lars a month, they must divide the
surplus with the Party treasury,
which maintains hospitals, day nur-
series, sanitariums for the sick and
dependents of the Party. If they
get even as low as twenty dollars
a month, they find it attacked by
famine assessments and other emer-
gencies, as well as by ordinary par-
ty dues. I know men and women
who gave their wedding rings to the
famine, because it was voted by the
local branch of the party.

Thus the Party builds itself into
one solid family, pooling its re-
sources and uniting its forces. This
organized force is always ready for
action; it can be cast at a word into
any part of Russia. When shock
troops were needed to stiffen the
battlefront, when men were n
to stem typhus epidemics, or to fight
famine, or to increase production in
some ruined factory or flooded -mine
—Communists were mobilized and
sent to these jobs. The Commun-
ists talk always in terms of “fronts.”
First, thers was the war on many
fronts; then there was the “famine
front”; then the “front »f industry,”
and now the “front of education.”

This means that, lacking sufficient’

men for ail the jobs of cebuilding
Russia, they attack one after an-
other the most important and crying
needs, and throw their organized
force for a time in that direction.

A girl of my acquaintance was
“commissar” of a typhus hospital
during the height of the Polish war.
She told me how a thousand men
were brought in and laid on the floor
in the - ;ommandeered high school
building. They had no soap, no beds,
no bedding, no change of ur.derwear
for sick, lousy men from the front,
“But we mobilized beds and bedding
and underwear,” she said.

“How does one mobilize under-
wear?” I asked in curiosity.

“It was a town of sixty thousand
souls,” ghe answered. “We sent
word that every family should give
us one suit of underwear. Of cours®
we could not compel them; we had
no authority; it was a voluntary tax.
Except for the Communist; Com-
munists are not permitted *o refuse.
We Comiaunists are makiag the
Revolution; we must give whatever
is .demanded.” 2

How Graft Is Punished.

this discipiine, this giving up of all
human rights, Communists get the
job of ruling Russia. They are given
trusted posts and job preference in
h?gh offices. They do not get as
high pay os the experts and techni-
cal men employed under them, but
they get more honor. The experts
are supposed to be working for
money; the Communists are suppos-
to be working for loyalty.
The temptations such men are ex-
: to can be easily imagined by
the ancient habits
in or even the
Pdmdyn; of l:lmn nature,
ee ose watch of
bers, 'l%'dr wages  are
their style of living is a
. If a Communist is caught
Republic tae
than for the
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ECONOMIC FORCES DISMEMBERING THE BRITISH EMPIRE

By SCOTT NEARING
(Federated Press Staff Writer)

Economic forces are at work that
are destined in the not distant future
to dismember the British empire.

Superficially these forces appear la
the mad scramble for fuel vil; in the
smothering burden of unemploy.
ment; in the huge debt of seven bLil-
lion pounds sterling (ono pouad is
$4.22 present exchangu) curricd by
the Mother Country; in the heavy
taxes that must be paid in spits of
the trade depression. But undarlyiee
these threats, and overtopping thewn
in importance, is the econemic dovas
opment that has taken place daring
the past decade in Canada; Australia,
India and South Africa.

British imperial policy hes b.es
built on the theory that raw materials
produced in the dominions and eel
onies would go to the British isles
duty free; would be fabrica‘ed 1
British industrial establishments, and
would then go back, in the form of
finished goods to the colonics and
dominions from which the raw ma
terial had been secured. Thus the
cotton of India, the wdol of Austraiis
and the hides of South Africa woule
travel half around the world te be
manufactured and would thee find
their way back half around the wo:la
again, in the form of calico, worstads
and shoes.

Under this plan British ship cewe
ers would secure a profit both on be
outgoing and on the return voyage,
British jobbers would take their tol,
on both the raw and the finished
product; British manufacturers would
add a ‘““reasonable return” on capt
tal; British insurance would “carry
the risk,” and British bankers would
“advance the credit.”

This was all very well at the out-
set, while the dominions wers eco-
nomically under-developed. The rich-
ness of the newly tapped resources, a
little extra effort on the part of col-
onial workers and the absence of any
large parasitic class in the now coun-
tries made up the difference between
the amounts receifed for raw me
terial ghipped to the Mother Country
and the amount paid for the finishes
products sent back in British ships.

But the colonies and dominions
gradually matured economically—
that is, they developed facilities for
converting raw materials into finisked
products right on the spot where the
raw materials were produced. Thus
they saved the cost of shipping them
half way round the world anl baesg
again,

Bankers Dig Own Grave.

In this work they were greatly se
sisted by British bankers, who, all
unwittingly, were busy catling thexr
own throats.

British bankers took the money
which British manufacturers and
traders had made out of the manu-
facture and transport of colonial raw
materials and invested it in the col-
onies—first lnint_he pro?incltion bgr!i u)w
materials (mining and lumbering);

railroads and

_then in public utilities (

electriec light plants), and finally in
man ginc establishments that
competed directly with similar plants
in Britain.

When the war broke out almost
half oft:n them%vm li:-
vestments wag p! b

South Africa and Anst:lﬁ."’rhh
po of developing colonial industry
was destined, in the lonz run, to
destroy the colonial market for Bri-

cconomic system which was making
the investments.
The war created such an immenss

home demand for steel, chemical,|

textile, leather and other products
that the British manufacturers were
temporarily unable to supply the col.
onial markets. Indeed, the demand
became so greal that the colonies
und dominions found a market In
Great Britain for.the steel, chemical,
textile, leather and other manufac-
tured products which they werc able
to produce.

Thus overnizht, the tables were
turned and colonial manufacturers
were called upon, not only to supply
the home market, but to supply the

market of the Mother Country aa

well, The process is weil illustrated

lu the esperience of Canada,
Example of Canada.

The manufacturing industries of
Canada were carried on in 21,300 &s-
tahiishments ia 1914 Two years
hater, the number of establishmenis
hod Jumped to 24,392, and in 1919 1t
stood at 33,344, or pearly double the
nuaber for 1915.

During these four years the
amount of capital invested in manu-
fawturing incressed from $1,994.-
000,000 to $3,230,000,000 and the
valne of the product from $1,407,-
000,000 to $3,620,000,000. Those

creases are accounted for, in part,
ky the fncrease in prices, but the
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SCHOOLGIRL BOLSHEVIKS.
By STELLA JACKSON (Age 12)

“Oh, my,” said Pippin, for the
fiftieth time that evening, “What
a dense, stupid, thick-headed lot they
are.,” She was curled up on a
sofa, gazi at a copy of THE
YOUNG COMRADE, but thinking
of her school mates. When she ar-
rived -at school, the day before, she
had been greeted quite enthusias-
tically, but when Pamela Ford saw
her read THE YOUNG COMRADE
she had stood transfixed with amaze-
ment, her eyes like saucers. The
others gathered round to stare in
their turn. Pippin looked up,
stared also, saw that her eyes were
fixed on the paper and said, “Want
to read it, any of you?”

“Are You a Bolshevik?”

“Are—are you—a—a Bolshevik?”
asked Trix, the monitor of the class,
incredulously.

“Yes, ra-ther!” replied Pippin,
with a laugh.

“Philippa Moore! Well!”  ex-
claimed the monitor and half the
girls rushed outside to spread the
news and talk it over in horrified
whispers. The other half stayed
and told Pippin what they thought
of her- She was a silly dunce; she
was mad; she couldn’t help it, it was
her parents’ fault; she was a wick-
ed person; she had bats i her bel-
fry; these were some of the opin-
ions. When they had been given
the girls turned and marched away.
Since then Pippin had practically
been sent to a school for bad girls,
by her teachers. The girl whose
room she had been sharing in the
school had packed up and gone
away, So there she was—on the
sofa. Suddenly a timid sort of a
knock came on the door; it opened,
and a girl’s face peeped in. When
she saw Pippin she gave a merry
smile and came in, shutting the
Tt o

80 g you've come to
school,” she said. “Pm a young

Bolshevik, too!”

“What!” gasped Pippin. “Well, I
don't suppose this stuck-up lot of
idiots will stand for more one.”

“Won't they?” chuckled her visi-
tor. “I've converted three already;
and each of them has converted one
—that makes

seven—no, eight of |those of

our band, Sylvia Green, shall make
a speech protesting against the
meanness of sending ns Bolshevik
girls to the ‘Bad girl schools’ with-
out any cause. Then you can an-
swer questions at this iaceting. If
you have some more copies of THE
YOUNG COMRADE we can distrib-
ute them.”

“Yes, I've plenty.”

“That's good.”

Next morning a necatly written
notice apeared on the school bul-
letin board, reading: “A meeting
will be held in the school play-
ground immediately after lunch.
You'll discover the subject when you
get there”

“They say ‘curiosity killed the
cat, but this is a case of ‘curiosity
will fill the playground with stu-
dents’,” laughed Yetta (Pippin’s vis-
itor) as she and Sylvia watched
them pouring in.

Sylvia’s speech was very success-
ful; she told the students that the
reason why they wanted to send
the girls away from the school was
beeguse they were fightirg for the
workers. The capitalist newspapers,
because they were afraid of the
Bolsheviki, said that they were
b{oodthiraty, wicked, horrible peo-
ple.

Then Pippin, in answer to the
question,. “What are the Bolshe-
viki?” said: “Bolsheviki is the name
given to the great party which now
rules Raussia.
really means ‘majority.” In order
to free themselves rrom the fyran-
nical reign of the Czars, the Rus-
sian workers and peasants rose in
revolt and there was a revolution.
Now, there are no vich, there is
no tyranny.- Furthermore, the chil-
dren of Russia today do not have
to slave away in the mines, mills
and factories like they do in this
country in many cases. 'The chil-
dren of Russia have their own or-
ganization called ‘The Young Pio-
neers’ and they play, study and
work for the good of the workers'
government and the working class.”

Pippin sat down amid a storm of
cheers,

The Group Functions.

Yetta then produced a sheet ot
paper, pen andwil;k', and said: “Will

The word Bolsheviki

number of workers engaged in the
manufacturing industries rose, dur-
ing the seme four years from 497,
190 to 682,434, Here is cvidently a
growing volume of manufacturing,
which may be disposed of thru home
sales or thru exports.

. There are no figures avatlable giv-
ing the changes in home consumption,
sut the export figures aro coniained
in the Canadian Year Book. Two or
_f_m'ee illustrations will serve to estab-
iish their relation to British produc-
¢lon,

Canada expcrted 865,081 yards of
cotton fabrics in 1914. In 1917 the
agure stood at 846,099 yards. The
value .of woolen manufactures ex-
ported in 1914 was $81,655, and in
1917 8725,148. In this connection It
b worth noting that the exports of
Canadian woolens to Great Britain
fn 1914 was $26,642; in 1915, $113,-
629, and in 1917, $294,886, or nearly
12 times the value of 1914,

The same thing helds true of the
on and steel industry. The value
of exports in 1914 was $2,809,000, of
‘v]tu'ch $441,000 went to Great Bri-
tain. By 1917, Canada was export-
ing 341,840,000 in steel and iron, of
which $22,900,000 went to Great
Britain,

Here was an !mmense produoctive
2rachine, built to supply war de-
mand, and producing those very tex-
tile and steel products which made
up the bulk of the British manufae-
turing enterprise.

Australia, India, South Africa.

The same thing that happened ‘in
Canada happened in Australia, and
for the same reasons. Like Canada,
Australia had a rich loeal market,
largely supplied by British goods.
When this supply was curtailed, the
Australians began making their own
textiles and shoes.

The Australian Year Book re-
ports 3,090 emnloyes in woolen, cot-
ton and tweed mills in 1913, turning
out a product valued at 926,000
pounds. By 1919 the number of
workers had increased to 4,087 with
a product valued at 2,330,000 pounds.
The number of boot and shoe work-
ers was 13,436 in 1913 and 15,960
in 1919. During the same years tho
value of the product rose from
4,000,000 to 7,100,000 pounds.

Similar facts might be ecited from
India and from South Africa.

Beginning under the preswsrs of
war necessily, these coloniial and de-
minion industries taught ‘he lcal
populations:

(a) That it “makeg
“circulates money”,

(b) That the cost of domestic wan-
ufactures is equal to the cost of im-
-ported manufactures minus trans-
portation, insurance, jobbing and
banking charges.

(c) That domestic industry kec-s
manufacturing profits 2t home whan
they are reinvested.

(d) That the local groups thus cre-
ated have a vested interest in home
industry which provides the Lasis for
a local industrial society.

This is the new-old lesson o! aco-
nomic independence—the lescon that
Carthage learned from Tyre; thal lhe
Cnglish colonies in America learod
from this same Great Britain i
that the present British colonics an¢
dominions are now learning. When
the lesson is thoroly assimilatod, the
British empire of 1924 will have loss
some of its most important ccrnomie

work' end
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The Development of the Teapot Dome Campaign

Statement of the Daugherty in-
vestigation adopted by the Cen.
tral Executive Committee Work-
ers Party.

HE investigation of Daugherty

and the Department of Justice
growing out of the Teapot Dome
situation affords the Party a splen-
did opportunity to draw the whole
labor moverent into a big political
campaign,

There is no man more hated in
the whole labor movement, there is
no other individual in the whole
government  bureaucracy against
whom an attack can be centered as
effectively by the entire labor move-
ment, regardless of ditrerences of
political opirion that may prevail
amongst the workers, than Attorney
General Daugherty,

The Wheeler investigation of the
Department of Justice has only be-

It has already proceeded far
enough to show that the disclosures
in this instance will be at least as
significant in its effect on the politi-
cal situation as the Teapot exposure
has been to date,

The Wheeler investigation affords
the Party an opportunity to draw
the organized labor movement into
the role of being the most active
and dangerous opponent of Daugh-
erty.

Towards this end we propose the
following policy of the Party.

1, The Party must do everything
possible to have the Wheeler com-
mittee investigate and make public
the high bhanded deeds of the De-
partment of Justice and the Burns

Agency in the last national strike of

The Party of Lenin - - -

INCE the existence of the Sov-
jet government the capitalist,

as well as the so-called “socialist”
press, hag tried to impress upon the
minds of the workers of the world
that the Communists in Russia are
maintaining power only because of
the “bloodthirsty Cheka.” The
proletariat of Russia more than
once proved their lopalty to the
Soviet government and the Commun-
ist Party. The more the capitalist
press and the heroes of the Second
International raved about “persecu-
tion of workers,” “jailing of social-
ists,” “suppression of democracy,”
etc., the more did the workers rSly
to the support of the Communist
Party. For the proletariat of Russia
realize that it is due to the leader-
ship of the Communist Party that
they were able to come out victor.
jous in the battles against all white
guard generals, who enjoyed moral
and financial support of the world
bourgeoisie and its lackeys of the
Second International. The laboring
masses of Russia know that it ig due
to the leadership of the Communist
Party, that the Soviet government
was able, in 1921, so successfully to
liquidate the famine.
Toiling Russia Supports Commaunists,

The least sign of danger always
served as a signal for the whole of
toiling Russfa  to rally under the
banner of the Communist Party.
Those who were fortunate enough to
be in Moscow last summer and wit-

npess the great demonstrations of
the workers in reply to the Curzon
ultimatum will not fail to appre-
ciate the fact that the Soviet gov-
ernment and the Communist Party
enjoy the full confidence and sup-
port of the whole laboring popula-
tion.

The mere publication of the Cur-
zon note was sufficient for t_he
workers and peasants of Russia.
Without any agitation of any kind,
the workers left their places of
work and flocked into the streets in
hundreds of thousands, Was there
any agitation necessary? Not at
all. For the workers and peasants
of Russia know what war against
the Soviet government means. The
g proe:r he stre ﬂhth?:::

e union t n, 0
Soviet government and the Comun-
ist Party. It proved that while the
workers and peasants of Russia do

not want war they are, meverthe-

less, prepared to defend the vic-
tor'ieso!tlumd-ﬁonwlthm
last drop of their blood.  They

demonstrated to those who were
lﬂnlndoubt.thtaw-phn

railway shopmen and in other

struggles of the workers.

2. The Party members should im-
mediately secure the adoption of
resolutions in such labor bodies as
Mineapolis, Detroit, Buffalo and
Chicago Federations_ of Labor call-
ing upon Senators Wheeler and
Brookhart to investigate the con-
duct of the Department of Justice
and the Burns Agency in the last
big strike.

8. These central bodies should

ask the Railway Employes’ Dcpart-
ment of the American Federation

of Labor to insist on being heard on
the experiences of its membership
with the agents of the Department
of Justice and the Burns detectives
while on strike.

4. That the Party call upon the
Executive Gouncil of the American
Federation of Labor to demand that
it be given a chance to divulge all
the information in. its possesgion
about the criminal activities of the
Department of Justice and the
manipulations of Burns and Daugh-
erty against organized labor, par-
ticularly insofar as its right to
strike and organize have been flag-
rantly violated by these department
and bureau heads.

b. That our members in all local
labor unions shall secure the adop-
tion of resolutions ecalling upon the
executive council of the A. F. of L.
to accept the above policy and call-
ing upon the Wheeler committee to
go to the bottom of the record of
the Department of Justice and its
bureau of investigation in strikes,
in disputes between the employers

the Soviet government ig a threat
against them—the workers and
peasants,

With the death of Lenin the Com-
munist Party suffered its greatest
loss. In every difficult situation the
Party could always depend upon
Lenin. He could always foresee in
advance the difficulties that would
face the Soviet government and the
Party, and he was always able to
adapt the tactics of the Party and
the government to the given sit-
uation.

Party Membership Increases.

Now, Lenin is no more. The Party
will have to carry on the difficult
tasks ahead without the aid of his
clear mind, and exceptional insight
of its great leader and teacher.
That the Party will succeed, in spite
of all difficulties, there can be no
doubt. Lenin has left us a strong,
centralized and disciplined party
which is supported by the whole of
toiling Russia,

Do the workers of Russia realize
these difficulties? The best answer
is given by the workers themselves,
Whole factories of workers thruout
the country have sent in applica-
tions for joining the Party. Reports
to date show that over 120,000
workers have applied for member-
ship in the Party. In Moscow alone
over 34,000 applications have been
received. In Leningrad over 31,000
workers have applied for member-
ship. And Moscow and Leningrad
are mno exceptions. From every
nook and corner of the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republic reports are
coming in that the workers are

and the workers, and in its general
activities against working men try-
ing to organize.

6. That the Party take steps to
have such bodies as the Civil Liber-
ties Union demand a thoro investi-
gation of the forces behind illegal
conduct of the Department of Jus-

Conclusion.

One of the main weaknesses of
the Party’s campaigns to date has
been the fact that we have not
thrown out sufficient slogans to ap-
peal to all workers, regardless of
their differences of opinions, to
struggle against the employing

tice and its raid on the Bridgeman jclass.

convention and the Trade Union
Educational League office in 1922,

7. That mass meetings be ar-
ranged by the Party in co-operation
with labor unions, farmers’ organi-
zations, farmer-labor parties and
general organizations of labor on
the Daugherty investigations.

8. Tho the Party will undoubtedly
be the dynamie force in this move-
ment which must_ be part of our
general Teapot Dome campaign, it
would be best to arrange these
meetings in accordance with the
above policy along the widest pos-
sible basis of the united front.

9 Tnat the DAILY WORKER
concentrate its greatest attack on
Daugherty and Burns from the labor
angle. This is especially necessary
since Wheeler and his committee
are planning to keep the working
class angle as much as possible in
the background.

10, That the Young Workers
League get into the Teapot cam-
paign by making this issue its next
major campaign organizationally
and in the press.,

11. That the National Defense
Council map out a program of ac-
tion whereby it cam be linked up
with the campaign against Daugh-
erty and Burns.

flocking into the Party in thous-
ands. The Russian proletariat is
sending its best sons to fill, by their
collective work, the vacancy left by
Lenin, !

It should be remembered that
these applications for membership
into the Party, come exclusively
from workers from the bench. 5

In conformity with the decision of |
the Party conference, held in Jan- |
uary, only this class of workers are
at present accepted into the Party.
In order to strengthen the prole-‘
tarian kernel of the party, the con- |
ference resolved to draw into the
Party 100,000 workers from the
bench “within the next year, for the
same period closing the doors for
all others.

100,000 Members In Six Weeks.

Only six weeks have passed since
that conference, and not only must
we not wait a whole year in order to
add 100,000 workers to the Party,
we are already far ahead of that
goal,

One illustration will be sufficient
to give the reader an idea of the
jpresent frame of mind of the Rus-
sian workers:

At a meeting of one of the fac-
tories in Moscow, at which applica-
tions from the workers of that fac-
tory were discussed, one of the ap-
plicants, an old man of about 58,
who has been working at that fac-
tory for the last 26 years, was
asked: How does he explain the fact
that in-all these years he did not
join the Party, and now has finally
decided to apply for membership.

The old worker with a determined

Morning:
The city groans,

CIVILIZATIO

Embowels, amoeba like, its heritage of putrid living.

The great interest aroused in gov-
ernmental affairs by the Teapot
Dome ‘investigation and the special
oportunity - afforded us thru the
Wheeler investigation to intensify
this great interest amongst the la-
boring masses by giving our appeal
a strong labor color enables us to
throw fundamental slogans of the
following nature which: trend to
unite the workers as a class against
the capitalists as a class and hence
against the government as their
agency:

(a) Down with the use of govern*
ment force in strikes and labor dis-
putes. .

(b) Down with government by in-
junction,

(¢) Down with the employers’
private ‘armies of detectives and
gunmen.

(d) Down with all interference
with the right to strike and or

ganize. -
(e) Out with Daugherty and
Burns. Punish them by imprison-

ment for their high handed viola-
tions of . the above-mentioned ele-
menetary rights of the workers as
prescribed even by present. laws.
(f) Let us organize and get to-
gether politically to make impos-
sible the rule of other Dughertys
and Burnses. This is the Farmer-
Labor political slogan in effect.

By H. GERISH

look in the face replied: ‘I am an
old man. I don’t know very much
about polities. I only know that
my best years I have spent at this
factory, and it’s only since the Oc-
tober revolution that I felt that my
work is worth while. I did not join
the Party till now because I eon-
sidered myself to be too old to be of
much use. At the same time Ilyitch
was alive. Now, Ilyiteh is dead. It
is the duty of every honest worker
to join the Party of Ilyitch and eon-
tinue his work.”

The last words of the old worker
were spoken with tears in his eyes
At the same meeting 56 workers
handed in their applications for mem-
bership. After the meeting the
secretary of the factory committee
said: “If this number ig not suffi-
cient, we will give more. We will
serzl to the Party the best among

Build the Party of Lenin.

These words are repeated in Mos-
cow, as well as in Leningrad,
Nizhni-Novgorod, Kharkov, Odessa,
Kiev, Tiflis, Vladivostok, . Samara,
and thruout the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics.

At the grave of their dead leader
and teacher, the workers of Raussia
procl:i&n: :’; c::l:ll build and
strengthen munist Party—
the Party of Lenin. :

Moscow, Feb. 29, 1924,
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FASCISM; A LETTER FROM ITALY B3 G masc

T the Conference held on 'De-

cember 19th under the direct
auspices and in the presence of the
Prime Minister Mussolini, bectween
the leaders of Italian industry and
the principal leaders of the Fascist
Trade Unions, the complete failure
of the programs and the praectice of
Fascism in the spheres of Trade Un-
ionism had to be recognized.

The feverish attempts made by
Fascism, before and after having ob-
tained power, to create a trade union
movement which would be at its
service, are well known, It is also
knawn, how these attempts, while
succeeding to a rather considerable
degree in the agrarian field, have
failed almost completely in the in-
dnstx:ial sphere. It was easy for the
Fascisti, in view of the life and
working conditions of the poor peas-
ants, and of the rural workers dis-
persed in a great number of villages
with feeble ties between the Trade
Unions, to destroy the Socialist or-
ganizations of the land workers and
to force the rural masses by means
of physical terror and of the eco-
nomic ' boycott, to enter into their
corporations. It was otherwise in
the industrial sphere, except with the
railway employes, amongst whom
much can be obtained by state coer-
cion and by the ever threatening
menace of discharge, and also with
the dockers who had already their
strictly guild-like organization deter-
mined by the conditions in the traf-
fic at the Italian ports which is de-
veloping very spasmodically, in rela-
tion to the preponderance of exports
and imports and to the seasonal ac-
tivities for grain, coals and coffee.

Made Up of Criminal Elements,
 In the large industrial towns, the
Fascists only succeeded in gathering
inconsiderable groups, consisting

- mearly everywhere of wunemployed

and of criminal elements, who, by
means of the Fascist 1 ticket ob
tain impunity for sabotage, theft in
work-shops and personal violenco
against foremen. And yet it was
necessary for Fascist politics to win
the masses at any price.

The Fascist Government can only
maintain power so far as it renders
life impossible to other organizations
which are not Fascist. Mussolini
bases his power .on large strata of
the petty bourgeoisie, which (since
they have no function in the pro-
ductive life and hence do not fecl
the antagonisms and the contradic-
tions resulting from it), in fact be-
lieve the class struggle to be a dia-
bolical invention of the socialists and
communists. The entire so-called
hierarchic conception of Fascism is
dependent upon that fact. It is in-
dispensible for this conception that
no independent organization of a
typical class character exist and the%
the modern social life be organized
in a series of petty corporations sub-
ject to and controlled by the Fascist
elite, being the concentrated expres-
sion of all the prejudices and utopian
visions of the petty bourgeoisie.
Hence the necessity for Integral
Trade Unionism, which is a revised
conception of the Christian demo-
cratic Trade Unionism, substituting
the deified nation for the religious
idea.

Opposed by Industrials.

This program was resolutely op-
posed by the industrials, who refused
to enter the Fascist corporation, to
allow themselves to be controlled by
Rossoni and his like. The Fascists,
some months ago, in face of the re-
pulses by the industrials, began a

¢ fight, which went so far
as their announcing and propagating
in great style a general strike of the
r;hehlluuhl and textile workers.

e cam

Fiat, Senator Giovanni Agnelli. The
situation became very serious for the
industrials as well as for the Gov-
ernment.

Communist Opposition Voiced,

The Communist Trade Unions
Committee intervened in the agita-
tion, inviting the working masses to
take part in the struggle against the
industrials in order to enlarge the
movement, even tho the struggle had
been engaged in by the Fascists.
The agitation was stifled by the cen-
tral leaders of the Fascisti, and the
Conference held on the 19th of De-
cember was convened. In the speech
Mussolini delivered there, he recog-
nized, that it is impossible to organ-
ize workers and industrials in one
and the same trade union. Integral
Trade Unionism, according to Mus-
solini may be applied, only in the
sphere of agrarian production. The
Faseists have to respect the organ-
izatory independence of the indus-
trials and have to work only in order
1o avoid the outbreak of class con-
flicts. The meaning of these words
is clear. The Fascists abandon even
the keeping up of the appearance,
not only of a struggle against the in-
dustrials, but also of any attempt to
equilibrate, under their arbitrary
control, the interests of the classes
and they have only the confessed
task of organizing the workers to
surrender them to the qa.pltahsts
bound hand and foot. This is the
beginning of the end of the I'ascist
Trade Unionism.

Immediately after the conference,

{many land owners protested loudly
against the discriminating treatment
shown by Fascism to industry and to
agrieulture. They denounced the vio-
lence which they said the Fascist
Trade Union Organizers exercised to
the detriment of the land owners’ in-
terests, by compelling them to re-
spect labor contracts, which of course
declare to be absurd and opposed to
the interests of the nation, and they
claim to be allawed to reconstitute
the General Confederation of Agri-
culture which had been absorbed by
the Fascist corporations. At Parma
the agrarians have placed themselves
in direct opposition to Fascism, pro-
voking a whole series of incidents
and conflicts. At Reggio Emilia, the
deputy Corgini, former under-secre-
tary of state to the government of
Mussolini, has been expelled from
the Fasci and leads a raging cam-
paign in favor of the organizatory
independence of the land owners,
It is to be remarked how great a
suceess was obtained by the tactics
applied by our Party, in order te
unmask before the masses the Fas-
cist Trade Union leaders who had
raised such a hubbub against the
industrialists. It is true, these tac-
tics procured to the Fascists the sat-
isfaction of having meetings attend-
ed by many thousands of workers,
but they led also to forcing the Fas-
cists to the wall, to causing them to
eat their words and to discrediting
them even in the eyes of the most

backward portion of the working
masses.

Disintegration of Fascism,

If these tactics were generalized
and also extended to the agrarian
field, it would be possible to acceler-
ate in a high degree the disintegra-
tion of Fascism and hence the reor-
ganization of the revolutionary
forces. But against this there are
the reformist socalists as well as the
maximalist socialists who still have
control over the Trade Union Cen-
trals and of the only periodicals of a
proletarian character still published
in Italy. Thus they demonstrate once
more that they do not really intend
to fight against Fascism. It is true,
they risk much if they attack Fas-
cism in order to contend with it,
within its own Trade Unions or in the
agitations sometimes got up by R,
for control and leadership of the
masses entering the movement, On
the other hand, it is certain that
large strata, not only of rural work-
crs, but also of factory workers whe
have no other chance of fighting
against the bourgeoisie are drawn to
these agitations by the Fascist
demagogy, hoping thus to wring some-
thing from their ecmployers. The in-
transigeance shown by the reformist
and maximalist gentry, is in fact ne
intransigeance against Fascism, but
against the poorest and most back-
ward portion of the workers. Mowre-
over, it is never true to itself and
makes many concessions to the Fas-
cists who are governing.

“The Story of John Brown”

This iy “The Story of John
Brown,” iy Michael Gold. Pub-
lished by the DAILY WORKER
thru arrangement w:th Haldeman-
Julius Company, of Girard, Kans.
Copyrighted, 1924, by Haldeman-
Julius Company.

s & * »
The Border Ruffians Hold an
Election.
O FAIR-MINDED reader of
history can doubt, in glancing
over the records of that time, that
the South took the first bloody
and brutal offensive in their at-
tempt to force slavery on Kansas.

é::‘&ifrg“' Montgomery, took

ames ’

up arms, too, and defended them-

selves bravely; but .at first, they

were victims of the South’s deter-

mination to carry its point.
Stealing the Elections.

The Southerners began the at-
tack by stealing the elections for
the territorial legislature. Thous-
ands of Missourians, on horseback
and in wagons, with guns, bowie

boxes = were extravagantly, even
humorously, stuffed; the elections
were carried for the South. There
was nothing concealed about the
affair; i:‘sut,‘ﬂthe ){}s;o:lri news-
papers g: whip up re-
cruits for the n&.

Many of these men, Border Ruf-
fians, as the North called them,
were hired for the work. Others

that would have that effect.

The mere woicing of a belief
that slavery was illegal in Kan-
sas was made a grave crime. Any
person who said in public that
slavery was wrong, or any person
who even “introduced into the
territory, any book, paper, maga-
gine, pamphlet or circular’—say-
ing this, was to be punished by
imprisonment at hard labor for
a term of not less than five years.

This notorious Clause 12 was
obviously aimed at the New York
Tribune and other anti-slavery
journals, and was meant to shut
off whisper of free speech.
And it did not work.

El‘: ey gnize stltu“l. g:l ;
wo not reco e legality of -
the legislature, and held an elec-
tion of their own. And so there
were two legislatures in Kansas
Territory, two governors and gev-
ernments. All the fighting that
followed centered about this §ual-

ism, and about the mad, desper-
ate butcheries and burnings begun
by the Southerners, when

saw they could not cow the North-
erners into submission. '

Troops Againsg Free State.

President Pierce, who was pro-
slavery, sent a message to

in which he sided with the
mulent legislature and its code,
declaring it legal, and tnreatening
the Free State men, whom he
called traitors, insurrectionists,
and seditionists against the Unit-
ed States government.

In all the Kansas conflict, he
threw federal troopg and federal
politicians against the Free State
men. The South rejoiced at his
-stand, but the Free State men
went on with their work. And
John Brown and his sons took &
leading position in the fight.

(To Be Continued Monday.)
(The Sack of Lawrence.)

Harvest Song

By JEAN TOOMER

have been in the fields all day.
¥

(Dusk is
fear to call. What should
‘or wheat or
not taste it. I
My ears are

:
5
g
;

(From the book “Cane”, by permission of Boni and Liveright,
publishers, New York)

& reaper whose muscles set at sundown, All my oats are cradled.
But I am too chilled, and too fatigued to bind them. And I hunger.

crack a grain between my teeth. I do not taste it.
My throat is dry. I hunger.

1

1

My eyes are caked with dust of oatfields at harvest-time.

I am a blind man who stares across the hills, seeking stack’d fields of other

harvesters.
It would be good to see them . . . crook’d, split, and iron-ring’d handles of
%honythu. ltwouldboqodtomthn.dmt-akedandblhd.

a strange fear'd sheath their blades are dul'd in.)
My throat is dry. And should I call, a cracked grain like the oats . . . echo—
1

M‘hr me, and offer me their grain, oats,
corn? 1 have been in the fields all day.

fear knowledge of my hunger.

caked with dust of oatfields at harvest-time.
hear the calls of other harvesters whose

I fear I counld

Th Free State Men Punished. |1 humger. My throst is dry. Now that the sun has set and I am chilled,
e e T it T Thale ekt Powtne: St T e SR (e Ty e P
ing fostered the anti-Fascist spirit of | lature convened and passed a code ‘ : 2
the masses, of preferring to treat| of punishment for Free State |I am a reaper. (&‘.? All my oats are cradled. But I am /'too fatigued
with reformist organizations instead | men. Under the code, no one op- to bind them. I hunger. I crack a grain. It has no taste to it.
of with Fascist on o!_dumhc posed to slavery tn any manner My throat is dry . .. :
tum&-m? olnﬁi‘—:u"“‘-v (4] ‘MIﬂ‘nmﬂmwmn‘ﬁhdm
ﬂnetoorpa:donn“cﬁu-on; M‘%Mv:thm:urh H(‘Y‘U M*md:mr')m:{ pain is sweet
wen attack personally | advising slaves to rebel, even Sweeter oats or wheat or corn. bring me know-
ht?&u—h&nﬁod_oith unlm_h with literature ledge of my hunger,

B




@

The “National Farmer-Labor Party”---In Memoriam = v v sowe

ROBERT M. BUCK and J. G.
Brown, for the group calling it-
self the National Farmer-Labor Party,
in the New Majority for March 22, ex-
plain the position of that almost de-
funct organization relative to the re-
cent Minnesota conferences, the June
17 convention, the July 4 conference,
the Communis¢ bugaboo and many
other things.
To Correct False Impressions.

It is solely for the purpose of
clearing up any false impressions
ereated by the gentlemen ment@oned
above that this article is written.
Their expressions of despair at and
disappointment with the outcome of
the Minnesota conference are merely
an extension of the attitude they as-
sumed at these important meetings
and it is therefore necessary to state
clearly what that attitude was and
what the delegates to the Minnesota
conferences represented. Neither
from the article in the New Majority
on the Minngsota conferences signed
by Robert Me Buck nor from the of-
ficial report of Buck and Brown as
delegates can be learned the fact
that every conference and convention
beginning with the St. Paul meeting
of .the Farmer-Labor party represen-
tatives from seven states on March
10, to the convention of the Minne-
sota Farmer-Labor party on March
14, represented by delegates of func-
tioning Farmer-Labor parties’ and
economic organizations, hundreds of
thousands of workers and farmers.

These delegates had been elected
by their organizations for the specific
purpose of passing upon the advisa-
bility of calling a great convention of
delegates from labor unions, working
class political parties, co-operative
societies, etc,, and organizing these
forces on the political field.

The organizations represented at
the Minnesota conferences were those
which had committed themselves to a
political party separate and distinct
from the parties of American capi-
talism and whose attitude towards in-
dependent political action was not
predicated upon the bolt of one or
more progressives from the old par-
ties but adopted as the fundamental
principle of political action for a
mass party of workers and farmers.

Authoritative Gathering.

The St. Paul conference was a
mandated body. Every delegate came
with authority to make decisions on
behalf of his organization and repre-
sented there were the Western Prog-

ressive Farmers of Washingt:n, the
Farmer-Labor parties of Washingten,
Montana, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, The Progressive party of Ne-
braska, the Farmer Labor Federation
of Minnesota, the local party »f Buf-
falo, N. Y,., and the Federated Farm-
er-Labor party. In addition to these
buna fide parties there were the Na-
tioral Farmer-Labor party of Amcr-
ica—a party in name only, without
members or even a good mailing list
—represenied by Buck and Brown;
the seceding Illinois faction of this
same organization represented by
Rodriguez and Gifford Ernst and a
non-existent labor party in Washing-
ton, D. C., represented by one Wil-
liam V. Mahoney.

The vote against holding the pro-
posed convention on June 17 is given
by Buck as 12 to 6 without any ex-
planation of its character. It is
enough to say here that Rodriguez,
Ernst, Buck, Brown, William V. Ma-
honey of Washington, D. C., with one
Minnesota delegate voted in opposi-
tion with the obvious corollary that
the June 17 convention was favored
by all of the bona fide farmer-labor
parties outside of Minnesota and by
half of the Minnesota delegation. It
should be noted also that the seces-
sion of Rodriguez and Ernst gave the
“National” Farmer-Labor party two
more votes—a total of four, one for
each member.

This gives the lie to the statements
made and reiterated by Buck and
Brown to the effect that it was Com-
munist control that forced the setting
of the convention date. As a Com-
munist I wish that this were true, but
the facts are otherwise,

The truth of the mattér is and
everybody who attended the Minne-
sota conferences knows it, that Buck
and Brown, united for the purposa
with Rodriguez and Ernst, came to
St. Paul, not to work for unity in the
Farmer-Labor ranks, but to destroy
the movement for a class Farmer-
Labor party in the interests of the
Conference for Progressive Political
Action -and the middle class elements
which the officialdom of that organ-
ization follows.

Destructionist Efforts.

This group, representing nothing
and nobody but themselves since they
bolted the July 3rd convention, tried
to scare the other elements in the
conferences with the threadbare tales
of the Communist menace, disrupt
the northwest movement and leave
nothing but scattered fragments to

be picked up by the politicians and
union bureaucrats who will dominate
the July 4 gathering. They were
willing to take the risk of wrecking
the whole movement for a class
farmer-labor party in order to ac-
complish this purpose. A

Meeting with no success in St.
Paul because their tactics and the
the motives that prompted them were
well understood by the real represen-
tatives of the Northwest Farmer-La-
bor movement who, however, accord-
ed them the courtesy of listening pa-
tiently to every lie, misrepresenta-
tion, slander, innuendo and jesuitical
argument they had to lay before the
conference, this group then went to
Minneapolis, and, forming another
united front with the most reaction-
ary section of the Minnesota labor
and farmer movement, hung around
the fringe of the powerful organiza-
tion that was taking form and peddled
their poison to everyone that would
listen. +

United Front of Reaction.

During the three conferences that
were held in Minneapolis following
the St. Paul meeting, the conferences
that brought unity in the labor-
farmer movement in Minnesota, these
free-lance apostles of a policy of tim-
idity and hesitation, were seen with
such obstructionists and careerists as
Baldus and Thomason of the new de-
funct non-partisan league, Parsons
and Vandenberg, meal-ticket artists
and fakers par excellence, in short
they co-operated to the best of their
ability with the Van Lear-Townley
clique that prostituted the Minne-
sota Daily Star and did its best to
make the Minnesota movement a tail
to the political kite of spineless and
crooked office-seekers.

William V. Mahoney of Washing-
ton, even journeyed to St. Cloud and
continued his scandal-mongering at
the convention of the official Farmer-
Labor party of Minnesota until he
was squelched by William Mahoney
of St. Paul, chairman of the farmer-
labor federation of Minnesota.

The report published in the New
Majority is therefore sadly lacking
in both™detail and truth. Were it a
truthful record of what took place in
Minnesota it would state that the
men who signed it and two of their
allies already named, at a time when
a great coalition of the working class
forces of the Northwest was taking
shape, deliberately sabotaged the
unity process as well as they could

and that their u;g’iovitiel were a source

of aid and comfort to every foe of
the labor movement and were com-
mented upon gleefully by the capi-
talist pre.s of the Twin Cities.
Habitual Bolters.

After mentioning not a single one
of the developments in Minnesota
that are recognized even by labor’s
enemies as of the greatest signifi-
cance, Buck explains that his organ-
ization (composed of himself and
Brown) not sign the call for the
June 17 convention “in view of its
domination by the Communists, not
from any red-baiting motives, not be-
cause they are radicals, but because
it is impossible to work with them to-
ward the establishment of a labor-

port.”

This is a rather frank admission
that the secession of the Buck-Brown
group last July was no accident but
that they are habitual secessionists;
it is also an admission that at St.
Paul they refused to be bound by the
majority decision of the real farmer~
labor parties who find no such diffi-
culties in working with Communists
and that in any gathering of workers
where their vaccillating policy is
beaten by a policy of action they will
refuse to go along.

The Future.

The Buck-Brown-Rodriguez - Ernst
group now pin their faith on the C.
P. P. A. and July 4. They bolted the
Cleveland convention of this organ-
ization against the advice of the
Communists who told them to stay on
the inside; now they are going back
to their vomit, They have no faith
in June 17, they say, because they do
not believe it possible that respecta-
ble middle class politicians will accept
support from an organization with
which the Workers (Communist)
Party of America is affiliated; they
have forgotten all about the June 17
convention as the best guarantee of
independent action on July 4 and
they now stake all, not on the work-
ers and farmers, but on politicians
and labor officialdom—the same ele-
ments they have many times de-
nounced as hopeless.

Where will this little handful of
former progressives finally align
themselves? It is hard to say but
right now they are headed with John
Fitzpatrick, their economic founda-
tion, straight for the Gompers camp.
There they may find a quiet resting
place but just at present they are
hi)meless. helpless, hopeless and
alone.

FaCiﬂg FaSCism in Great dBl‘itaill By J. T. WALTON NEWBOLD

HE OTHER DAY, traveling

down thru France, on the Riviera
express, fate and fortune were so
good as to project me, suitably
equipped with non-comittal guide-
books and literature, into a compart.
ment in which were two ex-officers,
one Italian and the other British.
We got into conversation which be-
came, to_say the least, interesting.
It started with the frane. It went
on to the pound. It embraced the
Labor government, and the guards-
man became still more interesting.
The Italian proved to be a Fascist.
They grew communicative, I smiled
my sympathy and my encourage-

ment.
M{ compatriot was engagingly
Fascism is the thing and
matters are going un very nicely.
It is the cult in the ental
messes and in the West End clubs.
One ol: these (:l:iyl, i:nd ll:‘gon 80
very some to happen to
“those "&mm fellows from the
Clyde.” They will be taught a salu-
tary lesson. It will be rather “a
, don’t you know ” “We are
::ng to have no Bolshevism in
England.”

Now, this week-end one finds in
the reactionary press a chorus of
denunciation of Wheatley, torrents
of abuse of the Clyde men, violent
attacks upon the Communists of

Fascism—The Cult.

the left wing elements in what af-
fects the treatment of the unem-
pmmhr.

tley intends to force the
The issue he has raised

a direct and immediate ap-
peal to the great masses of the un-

£l

employed and the low paid workers.
He has raised the issue of whether
or not the workers are to permit
the powers of the State and the
local authorities to be used as the
framers and defenders of the whole
poor law system intended they
should be used, to enable the master
class to use the necessities of the
poor for the undoing of the bargain-
ing power of the poor.

Wheatley’s action, like that of our
eomrades in Poplar, is indeed revo-
lutionary, striking at the whole vile
system of bourgeois class rule
across hundreds of years. Wheat-
ley’s action is a step, as the master
class knows (and, knowing, squeals),
towards the use of political power,
embodied in the state and local! au-
thorities, for the purpose of break-
ing the capitalists’ economic advant-
age over the worker.

On Eve of Fascist Violence.

It is a step that, affecting the
principle all local expenditure and,
therefore, all the big rate payers
who, under democracy, find -

selves in a grotesque minority, will |ary

cause these big rate payers here, as
in Italy and Germany, to finance
and assist organizations for “cleans-
ing” local and national authorities
of socialists and Communists.

We are one the very eve, com-
rades of the entire left, of fascist
violence here in Great Britain.

ﬁtn:‘w beeo:;:: a
w axton concerning
the appointment of Lord Chelmsford

to the iralty, that the navy chiefs
have declared a mutiny, a re-
volt against the working class.

After the army revolt at the Cur-
raugh in 1914, we have the navy

gance of the king’s immediate court
entourage, ‘and of their insufferable
impudence, that the Londonderry
household, which was the go-be-
tween for the army rebels and Car-
son with the king in 1914—has been
entertaining, not on behalf of the
government but on behalf of the
opposition, the ambasadors of the
gn:':d States, France, Italy and
pain. ‘

Kellogg, ambassador of the, Unit-
ed States, is notoriously the nomi-

Tory influence in American finance
and politics. The Vicomre St. Au-
laire, ambassador of France, belongs
to the circle of Bonapartist-Mon-
archist reaction, profoundly bhostile
to recognition of the Soviets and

te evidently, we are here wit-
nesses of the representatives
of American and

nee of the Morgan house, i. e., of | social.
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of watching all attempts to whittle
down that recognition by bringing
pressure to bear upon the govern-
ment during the coming negotia-
tions with Russia; the incident of
the admiralty officials; this case of
Poplar; all these veiled insults and
intrigues—require that all the ele-
ments of the Left-Laborites, Social-
ists and Communists call into being
once more, this time to strengthen
the hands of the Labor government,
the councils of action, national and

_ Organize!

We must organize, and at once,
the whole working class behind the
gove so that it can have the
assurance that whatever it does im-
mediately behind it stands a watch-
m&tmolm working ilass move-
m
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The Struggle Within the Russian Party

Being the continuation of the re-
port given' by Comrade Gregory
Zinoviev, chairman of the Commun-
ist International, at the city meet-
ing of the Collective Bureaus of
the Leningrad Communigt Party

Organization, &
IN THE resolution passed at our

conference, I made use or the
expression;: The struggle between
two fractions within a party which
is governing the state contains the
germ of two governments. And at
the beginning of the year 1918 the
germs of two governments existed.

At the present time everybody
smiles at the idea that Bucharin and
Ooritzky could ever have seriously
contemplated deposing Comrade
Lenin and replacing him by Pyata-
kov. But at that time the situation
was such that this plan could be
brought up in the party of the left
social revolutionaries hostile to us.

We were a hair’s breath removed
from the most appaling disaster.
The cause of the revolution hung by
a hair. I shall never forget meet-
ing Comrade Lenin in the corridor
of the Smolny after we had received
the news that the Germans, utilizing
our hesitation with regard to the
conclusion of the Brest peace, had
sent their troops aganst Pleskau.
Comrade Lenin said to me: “Eyery-

power. We formed the Party for
the special purpose of overthrowing
the bourgeoisie and placing the
power in the hands of the workers.

About two weeks ago the discus-
sion took such a turn that secme of
us said: “The resolution passed at
the Tenth Party Congress, prohibit-
ing the formation of fractions, must
be cancelled. Unless this is done,
no workers’ democracy will be able
to accomplish anything.” There are
some less experienced and less dip-
lomatic comrades who are still say-
ing this. Thus, for instance, today’s
Pravda publishes an article by Com-
made Krylenko, attorney for the re-
public. So far as I am aware, Com-
rade Krylenko “does not belong to
the fraction of “democratic central-

ism,” but speaks solely as a jurist, !

from the viewpoint of legality, and
says: ‘If you do not allow freedom
of fighting from a definite platform,
then the whole workers’ democracy
is abolished.”

Wha; is a Fraction?

I should like an exact definition
of what a fraction or group is. If
you do not want fractions, we shall
of course agree, as demanded by
Party discipline.

“But we are prepared to say that
the workers’ democracy is again, as
it was after the Tenth Party Con-
greu,”mcrely a proclamation upon

thing seems to be lost. For once | paper.

in my life I gave way to people
who were leading the Party on the
wrong path, and nmow it seems as
if the revolution is to be lost thru
it.”

Danger of Situation, -

When it is asserted that we
should return to the times of the
Brest peace, then we say: No, the
lesson which we learnea at that time
shall not be in vain., It is not such
a very great misfortune when the
Party commits this or that error, so
long as it is made wiser by the ex-
perience. The errors committed at
the time of the Brest peace have
shown us that fractional struggle
signifies the .decay of the prole-
tarian dictatorship.

Comrades, consider more atten-
tively the atmosphere prevaxlgng in
Moscow. We hear that Leningrad
is provincial. I take the liberty of
believing that this is not quite the
case. Leningrad is the central,
which is developing more and more.
Comrades Sapronov and Preobra-
zensky say: “To be sure, out tl,ere
in the provinces they are behind-
hand and have no comprehension for
the attractions of freedom of fraec-
tion and discussion,” etc. Thus we
are simply provincial ;

And look at what is going on in
Moscow. Over every wire and by
. wireless as well, in every commis-
sariat and sub-commissariat, of
which there are a miilion and one,
the whole of the employes occupied
in these commissariats and sqb-
commissariats are 1ll buzzing w'lth
the same idea; there ig something
wrong in their Party, some rupture
is preparing in the Party; let us see
what is going to happen; let us wait
and see how it will end.

Fractions Cause Demoralization.

The same subject matter is busy-
ing bourgeois and “state officia”
Moscow. It is just as I sald on the
occasion of the Brest peace. As
soon as
arise in Party life these spread at
lightning speed over the whole state

apparatus, and the state apparatus
splits and begins to whisper cor-
ners instead of wer A the

i
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any “differences of opinion |

I do not know in which direction
Comrade Krylenko tends at present,

but it seems to me that his pro-
fession is leading him astray; he
is anxious to have a neatly rounded
juridicial formulation of what a
fraction is, what a group is, and
what a workers’ democracy is. In-
stead of taking life as it is, he is
looking for some “code,” and
stumbles over it. But we are confi-
dent of being able to come to an
agreement with such comrades as
Comrade Krylenko. We believe that
he will comprghend that tho it is
difficult to draw up a code of crim-
inal law under the conditions impos-
ed by the new economic policy, the
working out of a code on groups
only requires the good will of a
revolutionist who really understands

the interests of the revolution, and
does not put the question sophisti-
cally, asking: “Can I, for instance,
join Comrade Preobrazenzky?” He
receives the reply: “Yes, you can.”
—*“Can 1 speak in the same nu-
cleus 7”—“Yes.”—"“Can one speak in
five nuclei?”—“You can do that
400.”’—"“Then it seems to me that
this is the solution of the riddle, and
that you will have to admit freedom
of fraction.”

I opini e 'h - int

n my on, such a viewpoin
is unworthy of a revolutionist, No
one asks that anyone should not

nuclei. No, join the nueclei if you

please, but do not forget that we are
the sole legal Party in this country,

THE PARTY AT WORK

Central Committee of Workers
Party Supports South Slavic

Bureau Against Former Editors|:

"The disruptive tactics of former opportunist editors of the South

Slavic section of the Workers Party were condemned by the Central
Executive Committee of the Workers Party in a statement which is

published herewith:

To the Members of the South Slavic Section of the Workers Party:

Dear Comrades: The

Executive Committee of the Workers

Party, upon the request of the Bureau of your Section, has held an extensive
hearing on the controversy between certain members of the South Slavie
Section and the Bureau, regarding the attitude of the Bureau toward Cvetkov
and Kutuzovich, former editors of the Party organ. :

On Feb. 24, members of the C.
E. C. met with your Bureau, with
Comrades Fisher, Jurich, Horvat,
Znavor and Mirakovich also present,
and went .into the situation at

length, hearing ts and ar-
:umenu from sides for eight
ours.,

Since that time both sides h;:
i a

have been carefully taken into con-
sideration by the C. E. C. We find
all elements agreed that Cvetkov
and Kutuzovich should not be taken
back into the Party.

The issue is between the Bureau,
which insists that it nus oeen fight-
ing for a Communist policy in its
controversy with the ex-editors, and
those comrades who have objections
to the personalities and methods of
the Bureau.

Supports the Bureau.
The Central Executive Committee

most empha! states that it sup-
ports the m line of policy fol-
lowed . b

the Bureau of your Sec-

tion in its fight agains¥ the former
editors, Cvetkov and Kutozovic who
left the paper without the consent
the and who left the

aceord, The

lectuals, but strong dislike for pro-
letarian members of their own or-
ganization who propagate the class
struggle.
of provocateurs, by denouncin
Party in its relations to outside or-

and in other ways. They

repudiate party discipline, and held
to their “rights” to write and say

whatever they please, without re-
sponsibili h:: any ::na!uﬂom
They a very moralizing
article in the coal strike, parroting
the cheap arguments of the capital-
ist press and discouraging the strik-
ers, thereby proving that they had
not the most elementary knowledge
of the class struggle and how a
Communijst should act. The Bureau
a according to its Communist
duty when it took vigorous action
against these and . other * things,
which are nothing less than the
manifestations of opportunism.
Good Comrades Misled.

It is to be regretted that a few
good proletarian comrades have
been under the influence of Cvetkov
and Kutuzovich, to such an extent
that they have defended these un-
Communist actions of theirs and
have written in-the "Novi Swijet”
against the Bureau. Party mem-
bers cannot write for ‘non-party
publications, except under the di-
rections of Party committees; when
non-Party papers are attacking the
Party, it is not permissable that
Party members should assist in any
manner; but to go into such a hos-
tile paper to air grievances of the

join others, or not take part in the | Rever passed

in
They act tneuplcigj

that we are surrounded by enemies
on all sides, and that we must not
allow the formation of groups.

Two weeks ago the question was
raised as to whether we could cancel
the resolution passed by the Tenth
Party Congress, that is, Comrade
Lenin’s resolution. Then we plung-
ed into the fight. When these com-
rades saw that it would be so easy
to annul the resolution of the Party
Congress, that altho Comrade Lenin «
ig ill and unable to take part in the
fight himself, he has schooled a
number .of other people during the
course of thirty years, and these
know how to defend his cause when
he himself is chained to his bed (ap-
plause), then they retired to the
positions which they had ready, and
put the question as follows: It is
possible to manage without frac-
tions, but allow us groupings.

To this we replied that we were
very will aware that these group-
ings were nothing more ner less
than the same fractions.

Why hide behind pseudonyms?

It is better to speak candidly on
the matter, as Comrade Krylenko
does.

(To Be Continued Monday.)

Page Mr. Fall! i
“That man says a dishonest dollar
thra _his hands.”
“Not if he could help it,” answer-
ed Senator Sorghum; “he’s always
held on to it.”’

only intellectuals are qualified to
take a leading part in the move-
ment and that workers should hold
their tongues. This state of affairs,
fostered - for years in the South
Slavie section of the Party, is a
very unhealthy one.
“Intellectuals” Must Behave.

Cultural activity, so long as it is
based upon the class struggle and
e Communist program, and does
not degrade our Party from the
position of fighting léader of the
working class into a mere bourgeois
educational sect, is to be encour-
aged and developed. But the Party
cannot agiree that this necessary
cultural work ean only be done by
certain individuals who try to use
their ability and training as a chib
to force their own direction upon
the Party. Cultural work must be
developed by the proletarian ele-
ments themselves, with the assist-

‘ance of such “intellectuals” as are

willing to subordinate themselves to
the interests of the workers and
the discipline of the Party. The
South Slavic - Section of the Work-
ers Party undoubtedly contains men
and women capable of developing
this feature of your work who are
at the same time tried and trusted
comrades, with loyalty to the Party
and to the Communist International.

Every Good Comrade Welcome.

The Central Executive Commit-
tee is not interested in supporting
or condemning any individual mem-
ber of the South Slavic Section.
We want to draw every good Com-
munist into active participation in
the work of the Section, including
those comrades who, thru misun-
derstanding, have been misled into
supporting the enemies of our Party.
In your coming Convention we hege
that you will have a full and frank
discussion which will result in the
selection of a Bureau that will have
the complete cooperation of every
member and which will at the same
time have the necessary understand-
ing of Communist principles, Com-
munist discipline, and loyalty to
the Communist International. The
Central Executive Committee will
send a special representative to the
Convention to assist in the solution
of all problems confronting you, the
liquidation of controversies, and the
fraternal unification of all true fol-
lowers of the Communist Interna-
tional for the great struggles which
lie before us.

comrades. We find this policy jus-|Party, is an act which the Party| We call upon every South Slavie
W published | itself cannot allow to continue for | Worker, members e::d ex-members
by O and Kutuzovich, in the |one moment. The C. E. C. calls |of the Party, to return to the work
leaflet sent out by them and in the |upon every member of the Workers |of building up, strengthening and
“Novi Y W m“lht to cease writing for, or sup- | perfecting our Party, to eliminate
they do not nism in any way, the “Novi|all old quarrels, to join together in
or the functions of a Communist » the most energetic participation in
Party. Their false, malicious and| The is mot opposed to “in- | our general Party life and Party
unsupported charges of mishandling | tellectuals” in the movement nor is | work in the American ciass strug-
B RSy o, | Ecmanaly whe. cams o O e | 75

‘ movement, evi- who come to the move- | United to conquer the future for
dence a strong aversion, mot against |ment to serve it, and not attempt |the Workers Party!
mistakes of utic to rule it, are to be welcomed. But With Communist greetings,
| 2, but mnmmummm C. E. RUTHENBURG,
a r—ummmmmmw Central Executive Committee,
show affection bourgeois be terrorized into the belief that Workers Party of Amefca.
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Unemployment in the United States

(Continued from Page 1)
follow the direction of the following
slogans:

Political.

Government operations of non-
operating industries and shops.

Inauguration of public works.

Maintenance of unemployed
union rates of wages. ]

Nationalization of mines, rail-
roads and public utilities.

Abolition of child labor.

Recognition of and trade relations
with Soviet Russia. ;

Unemployment insurante admin-
istered by the workers.

Grants by the government.

Industrial,

Industry must be responsible for
maintenance of its workers.

Equal division of work among
members in each industry and shop.
Assessment of employed for relief
of unemployed. 2

Establishment of control commit-
tees of workers to regulate produc-
tion and investigate accounts,

Struggle against sabotage of
employers,

Unemployment insurance support-
ed wholly by the employers, and
administered wholly by the workers.

In every action the aim shall be
to accomplish the utmost of politi-
cal enlightenment with the greatest
possible immediate struggle. The
political nature of the fight against
unemployment must be developed
and strengthened, without carrying
the immediate struggle so far ahead
of the understanding of the workers

at

Howthe Co

(Continued from Page 2.)
ing” at the time when the rew eco-
nomic policy was introduced, three
years ago. One or two kundred
thousand members were thrown at.
Any worker or peasant, whether
Communist, might bring charges
against a party member, that l}e
was acting unworthy of a Commui.-
ist—that he got drunk or prefiteer-
ed or was rough with the workers
under him. The hearings were open;
if the Party considered the member
a drawback, he was thrown out.

Less spectacular “cleanings” go on
constantly without comment, 1 have
met Communists in the past two
years in Russia who were causing
chaos who were playing petty poli-
tics, who were destroying efficiency
by personal grudges. I have feit
utterly hoveless of the department
or industry in which they worked.
Then after six months or a year, I
have suddenly heard that these men
had been “cleaned out” of the party
and transferred to jobs of unim-
portance and I have known that
other people than myse!f had ob-
served them, and that a force was
constantly acting, sometimes dJelay-
ed and sometimes mistaken but
striving for the purity of the Com-
munist ranks. Only this autumn
the Central Committee nf the Party
laid hands on certain high officiala
in Moscow and sent them down for
temporaty jobs in the orovinces for
no other reason than that they were
“living too much like bourge.is and
getting out of touch with the com-
mon people.”

Hard Workers.

Half a million men organized on
such terms are scattered across
Russia. North of the Arectic Circle,
routh of the Caucasus, ecast of the
Volga, I found them in the timber
industry and little provincial towns, a
far-flung group sent out to be min-
isters of finance in little republics,
or sawmill workers laboring to in-
crease production. Every large fac-
tory, every notable village, has its
Communist nucleus. If any factory
had no Communists, some would be
sent from Moscow to get jobs there.
They would do the work of foremen,
or machinists or carpenters or mar.
agers. But they are expected to
work harder than anyone else, to

later, to be examples of loyalty
energy, to know the demands of
the workers and explain to them the
plans of the government. are
:rchd to secure and hold politi-
leadership by constant di !

affairs,
"Eﬁ: ence a til;o basie prob-

as to destroy the mass character of
the movement. It shall be a major
effort to actually obtain all possible
immediate benefits for the unem-
ployed, which must be made the
basis for wider demands and more
intense struggle. The trade unions,
all workers’ organizations, and the
unorganized employed, must be
drawn int> organized participation
in the unemployed demonstration
and actions. The slogan of “Soli-
darity of interest between the em-
ployed and unemployea” must be
heavily stressed at all times.

The methods and instruments of
action in the fight against unem-
ployment will include every section
of the organized labor and revolu-
tionary movement. In all palitical
actions of th8 Party the unemploy-
ment issue must be brought to the
fore more and more a3 the industrial
crisis develops. The issue of un-
employment must be raised in all
councils, conventions, and other
gatherings of workers, by proposals
of concrete actions, ircluding joint
committees of trade wunions, ete.,
with the wunemployed, demonstra-
tions, deputations to governmental
bodies with demands based upon the
slogans of the struggle, and in all
shops and factories by proposals for
action uniting the employed with
those thrown upon the streets.

The Workers Party must be made
the organizational and ideological
center for the entire movement
The Party press must develop an
agitational and educational cam-

The Communist group in every
factory and village will debate it,
and send delegates to a district
meeting. The district meeting will
discuss it again, among other ques-
tions, without censorship and with
concrete charges of oppression and
abuse of power. The districts will
then send delegates to regional con-
ferences and thence to the Caucasian
or Ukrainian or White Russian
Party Congress; till at last the
views of the entire membership meet
and mingle in the great All-Russian
Congress, ultimate authority on the
policy of Russia’s ruling Party.

When policy iz once determined,
whether it be a question of the
management of heavy industry, or
of the relation of little nationalities
within the Soviét federaion—it - be-
comes the duty of all party members
to go home and explain to the
people of Russia just why the deci-
sion was reached. It is their job
to justify the government o the
people, and see that tha complaints
of the people reach and influence
the government before the pressure
becomes too great. Long befcre the
petty discontents of peasants or coal
miners or Ukrainians or Armenians
can reach the stage of orgamazed
protest, a vast network of th: Com-
munist machine detects these dis-
contents and appraises them. A
recent series of strikes in South
Russia caused much searching of
heart in the Central Executive of
the Party. “What is the mattcr
with our Jocal Communist eroups,”
they asked, “that they did not dis-
cover these discontents and mec
them in {ime.”

Party Realistic.

In its daily action the Commun-

ist Party is highly realistic. While

future development, it does not at-
tempt to enforce that goal at once.
It caters to popular desires, trying
always to mold that desire in the
direction of its own aims. For in-
stance, there .is a great desire
among peasants for modern agricul-
tural machinery; the government

imports muchinery, but sells by
preference thru peasants’ co-opera

tives which farm their land in com-
mon. That is one typieal instance
of the use cf economiz pressure to
guide the development of Russia in
the direction it wishes,

They all know the job they are
on, and their part in relation to
Russia and the rest of the world.
The Communists in the oil industry
know the importance of oil in the
world's commerce;
who died fighting the famine did so

ussia’s reconstruction, Tha

Communists on low wages in the

it has a definite goal for Russia’s |

the Communists {.§
knowing that agriculture the |1
basis :;R e

paign on unemvloyment, giving an
increasing amount of attention and
space to it. Every Party committec
must make a special study of unem-
ployment as it develops its particu-
lar sphere of activity and report
from time to time to the Central
Executive  Committee. ‘Workers
Party members must participate in
a leading position in every action
of the unemployed, giving it direc-
tion and consciousness.

As unemployment develops upon
a mass scale nationally, which 18
definitely to be expected in the not
distant future, the Party must take
the lead ih simulating, initiating and
organizing, councils of the unem-
ployed in co-operation with the
unions and other workers' organiza-
tions, upon a local, state, industrial
and national basis.
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(Note on Textile Industry.)

The textile industry is like coal
mining and copper, suffering from a
large shift in production from one
field to another. This makes the
unemployment problem severely felt
in many New England textile cen-
ters which are operating at from 20
to 60 per cent of capacity. In the
textile industry as a whole, how-
ever, there is not the paralysis in-
dicated by the condition in New
England, because the southern mills
are running at 100 per cent to 130
per cent of single shift capacity.
The average for the textile industry
as a while is around 94 per cent at
this time,

schools know what depends on the
education of the youth towards the
goal they have set.

They are not on a personal job;
they are on a state-wide job, and
they know it. Even mortal disease
does not rclease them; it merely
transfers them to other work. 1
met a man who had been general
of an army in Siberia and was now
dying of tuberculosis in a little pro-
vintial town, transfered to secure a
better climate, but still working on.
I knew a young boy who spent four
years in Hungarian prisons and has
incurable heart trouble from the
tortures he ¢ndu¥ed; he is in the far
north building reads where the open
air life will help keep him alive a
little longer. 2.°

Why should Zanyone enter a Party
which demands,such discipline? For
the fun of bullding on the oreatest
undeveloped lands of the world a
Workers’” Republic, the next great
forward step in history. Theie are
always pecple who would father run
public affairs than enjoy private
comfort. The organization of the
Russian Communist Party allows
these people to choose themselves
by a hard and simple test. It ig a
dlsclpl_ined oligarchy which anyone
may join if he would rather organ-
ize a co-operative commonwealth
than be comfortable.

A Strong Challenge

Young men, energetic men, re-

spond quickly to such a challenge.

Thus the acute unemployment in
Fall River, Lawrence, New Bedford,
the Pawtucket Valley, etc., is large-
ly caused by the shift in production
and not by a crisis in the textile
industry as a whole. The completica
of the great t{extile merger of a
year and a half ago, which cem
tralized almost the entire industry,
has made it possible for the textile
trust to close down the New England
mills and throw the production
into the" southern section without
causing injury to the capitalist in-
terests involved. The increased
profits from the lower wages and
child labor of the south go to pay
interest on the idle investments in
the north. 5

The comparison between the total
employed in December, 1922, and
December, 1923, does not, of course,
give anything like a complete pic-
ture of the employment condition in
the textile industry. Employment
figures month by month for the
years 1921-22-23 shows the stretch
between the low and nigh points,
which are January, 1921, and March,
1923, respectively, to be a littla
over 62,000. More illuminating are
the yearly averages which are for
the three years, 255,580; 248,361,
and 273,331, The number employed
for Decembher 1928, is seen to be
24,000 or a little below the peak
figure and 38,000 of 17 per cent
above the low point. It is interestl-
ing to note, however, that there is
no such tremendous fluctuations in
the yearly averages.

mmunists Keep Power in Russia

Behind the Communist Party lies
the League of Communist Youth,
almost equal in numbers to the adult
party, also under discipline which
increases as the years go on, pre-
paring to enter into government.
Behind them are the Young Pion-
eers, who already_have no memories
antedating the Revolution.

Just ag a piece of statecraft, quite
aside from its working class signifi-

cance, the Communist Party of
Russia is a rather wonderful ma-
chine. It has its methods of dectect-
ing discontent before this reaches
the dangerous stage. It has its
methods for keeping its own ranks
pure and energetic. It has its tdst
for selecting out the men and
women who are really more inter-
ested in “polities,” that is, in man<
aging public affairs, than they are
in "any private recompense. ., . .
Some day some of its methods may
fail; failure is always possible to
any human organization. - But the
Party is making plans for develop-
ing a Workers’ and Peasants’ Re-
public towards a co-operative com-
monwealth thru a long term of
years, with perfect confidence that
it will be able to keep power. There
is no sign of any organization in
Russia likely to contest its power,
in even a single state or city.
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