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“The idea becomes
power when it pene-
trates the masses.—
Karl Marx.
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LENIN, THE SOUL OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

By MAX BEDACHT.
ENIN is dead.

Words so simple, and yet so
nwe-mlpirmg Slowly we learn to
grasp the full significance of the
news. The heart of the greatest man
of his time no longer beats. The
working class has lost its greatest
thinker and ablest teacher. The
proletarian world . revolution is rob-
bed of its outstanding leader.

Lenin the revolutionist was a true
son of Russia. Yet he was an inter-
nationalist. He assimilated all the
experiences that the fertile soil of the
native class-struggle in Russia pro-
vided. And taru these experiences
he helped to open the eyes of the
workers of the world as to the real
character of the struggle they are
engaged in,

Scyl'a and Carybdis.

He led his safely thru the
Scylla of all kinds of tem al-
liances into a position of leadership
over the working masses of Russia.
He steered the ship of the revolution-
ary ;olet:‘mt without loss thru the

is a

vast empire of old Russia, now the
United Soviet Socialist Republics.
Lenin's tactical skill treated histo-
ry to the phenomenon of two revolu-
tions in ome: The long delayed last
bnttlo of the universal bourgeois re-

volution; and the first vicumm
battle of the universal proletarian
revolution. Lenin was the

master statesman of this fastest
period of development of human
society,

Lenin’s Childhood.

Lenin’s cradle stood in Simbirsk
on the Volga. He was born just about
the time when Bismarck built; with
blood and iron, the foundation for the
upward flight of German capitalism,
on April 19, 1870. His father was
a teacher whou learning and under-
standing fostered and encouraged

intellectual interests in his family
and especiall his children.
There even in his chi Lenin

developed and showed already the
in honesty which character-
jzed the great leader. The constant
in the masses

Letter Written|
by Lenin
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drove the first opening wedge into
the seemingly impregnable line of
defense of world capitalism. Thus
he unquestionably hastened the end
of the world war.

Marx Fights Utopianism.

At a time when the inconsistencies
of capitalism formed the basis of
endless speculations, when utopian
aims and conspiratory plans of action
exhausted the ph; and mental
energies of the revoluti strata
of the workers of Europe, X ap-
peared on the scene, awakened the
masses from the enervating dreams
of utopian speculations and destroyed
the futile hopes for the success- of
proletarian conspiracies. He un-

these laws he
ing masses the world that their
emancipation can only be accom-
plished by ves. He said to
them: Workers of the world, unite!
Upon the rockbed of the scientific|P
Karl Marx the
i ent was built
Idle speculations into the future were
replaced by action. Pur-

poseless criticism of capitalism
Wby:ouuhnﬂﬁenn:l:m
a conscious tical against
the ruling powers.

Capitalism did not stand still. It

gﬂhﬁﬂﬂﬁ:inﬁtgledimtm‘:g
perialism. middle classes
the petty bourgeosie found themselves

lutionary party. Can a Pa have
an d!gnhamtthoenthvrzhhd
o s
d,rhlﬂuidu of off on prin-| man
? This cannot permit of any dis-| ca

pute in any way.
Was it not wrong to begin to speak
of the theory of Offegsive in Germany
when no real offensive had been pre-| yoang
March action is never-

covered thoutriutelsno{ncid_

v wtlundhc nilihty member
commission.
' diothn-eceptthhnhunhlbrlgnd

itdut groups. So they, , in-
d in bitter criticism of
manifestations of capitalism. This

caused a great influx of the petty
bourgeois elements into the revolu-
tionary workers’ movement. This in-
flux made itself felt more and more.
The apparent rapid growth of
strength of the Second International
became its weakness, for it meant
the submerging of the molntiomry
labor movement in the quagmirs of
petty bourgeois indecisiog and vacila-

Le-m Combats Menshivism. .
Lenm foresaw this development.

u(hthnntorecozmuthepohﬁu!
reflexas of those groupings. To his
bourgeois substance

nary phrases, As early as
1903 he broh with the Russian Schei-
demanns to sst up that party which
under his 1 ip fought out the
pmletnmn class struggle in Russia

of revolution-
steps to pre-

coming revolutionary
the thinker Lenin
on the official

ti
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national not less radical, not less

The indomitable revolutionary
spirit of the great leader never shone
forth brighter than after the defeat
the revolutionary movement in
Russia in 1905. The Mensheviks
wailed about a defeated revolution
and proposed to replace action by
mere propaganda. But Lenin knew
not the term, defeated uvohmon'
The proletariat can lose  battles in
the revolution. But it can not lese
its revolution. Action is the only
form of struggle that leads to suc-
cess. Action is the only teacher
that gives understanding and self-
confidence to the masses. One battle
of the revolution is lost. Long live
the Revolution! Lenin nailed to the
pillory and held up to the contempt
of the workers those charlatans who
clothed their bourgeois coward-
ice and hatred the working class
in a pseudo-Marxian wrapper to pass
them on, with treacherous intentions,
as revolutionary socialism.

Lenin Accepts Facts.

As a man of action Lenin hated
phrases, but Ke paid his respect to
facts. His populari moant nothing
to him, success revolution
everything. The dark day! of Brest-
Litovsk demoutrat;i ﬂ:: Indigna-
against impudent
Nponllh:hccmnl H the

S

Rntbcr

peace, was the cry. But Lenin stood
? against

e carefully weighed the chances for
success of a continued struggle. He
came to the conclusion that no
amount of sacrifice on the battlefields
of German imperialism could save
the revolution. It is unworthy of a

? The
notwith-
& Ler Rdrn gt o o

revolutionist to sacrifice himself to
an emotion. The revolution demands

thatdounotmtter Hnndrodsot
thousands of

h icall u:lfmag
ero e
w ml; not but gay
what about Max Holz in
: Russian mkloh”?ﬂ-n any. owbe
e even an anarc ts hero

against the cnpiulitt&l 4

&‘“‘t deal, Wlm: homvor.
hundreds of thousands figh ht lnst

vile tion of the

traitors the capitalist chu—-un

this sentimental wave. |

our devotion. A continuation of the
war is equal to the sacwifice of the
revolution. Therefore pnu by all

was the prolehrht’u great-
est teacher because he was its great-
est leader. His maxim was that the
WO! class will learn methods and
aims of struggle only in the struggle
itself. The Marxist, as a leader, leads
the masses on to the hxghways of
experience, and, as a teacher, he in-
terpretes that experience for and to
them. The application of that maxim
is the essence of Leninism. And
Leninism is the secret of success of
the Russian revolutipn, a success
guned apparently against terrible
Leninism is the

prin-
eiple of ths Thml Interﬁ;m Le-
ninism ‘accomplishes the tremendous
task of clarifying and crystallizing
t.he international revolutionary work-
ers’ movement out of the indefinite
mass it became under pseudo-Marx-
ian leadership.
Leninism.

Lenin was ths wu uted leader
e h? and :::ao:ll those who fnci'lt
enemies y w
the lash of his accusations for their

explain this leadership by accusing
Lenin of dictatorial methods. But it

in|is not the heartless despot who gains

the love of millions.
feared, not loved. To convince and
to inspire his comrades and his fol-
lowers, and not to terrorize them,
that was his tactic.

Yet he was no sentimentalist. Like
a rock he stood and fought for the
thing he considered of importance
and value to the success of the revo-
lution. He was ruthless what
he considered treacherous and false
theories and tactics. But he was
patient with the masses that lacked
understanding.

Soul of Russian Revelution.

The theoretician, the teacher and
the leader of the working class com-
bined in a wonderful harmony in
Lenin the revolutionist, Lenin can-
not be disassociated from the Rus-
sian revolution. Lenin was the head
and the soul of that revolution. His
convictions supplied hope to it when
all seemed hopeless. His resource-
fulness supplied new ways and new
methods when all seemed lost. His
indomitable spirit supplie! energy
when the long and terrible struggle
seemed to have exhausted everybody.
He led the revolution. He guarded
the revolution. He was the revolu-
tion,

Though Lenin is dead, Leninism
will Jive and will lead the proletariat
jon and on. The revolutionary work-
ers of the world realize the tremen-
dousness of their loss. They close
their ranks more tightly then ever.
Every individual revolutionist tries
to double his energy and activity to
make up for the loss.

Over the bier of Lenin the com-
munists the world over, pledge to
follow the path that he has hewn as
his life work out of the solid rock

n::l in h?l:iath is as terrible to
and to r system as ever he
while alive.
Lenin will live
mankind fyrever,
put its stam
And the loy £ the
lntiom:z‘worki masses will
plete tever was left undone ut
the. time of the unexpected death of
their great leader Vladimir Ilyich
Ulianov, Lenin,
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| Lenm on the March Action in Germany and the Theory of Oﬁenslve

we prepare the offens-

lvc?l ghdck Not even the defens-
ive.) e offensive ex-
listed only in leading articles.

‘l‘hh theory, applied to the March Ac-

in Germany in the year 1921 is
wrong, we must ulmlt that. But the
:vhr.:n;’ of Offensive in general is not




A LETTER

By NICOLAI LENIN
(This was the first direct word
that came to the American people
from Nicolai Lenin after he be-
came the recognized leader of the
proletarian world. Early efforts
to get it past the censorship lines
evidently failed. It arrived in
this country in December of 1918.)
Moscow, August. 20, 1918,

OMRADES: A Russian Bolshevik

who participated in the revolu-
tion of 1905 and for many years af-
terward lived in your country has
offered to transmit this letter to you.
I have grasped this opportunity joy-
fully, for the revolutioniry gpro-
letariat of Anseriea—in so far as it
is the enemy of American imperial-
ism—is destined to perform an im-
portant task at this time,

Russia Deserted at Brest-Litovak

Had the Anglo-French and Amer-
ican bourgeoisis accepted the Seviet
invitation to participate in peace ne-
gotiations at Brest-Litovsk, instead
of leaving Russia to the mercy of
brutal Germany, a just peace with-
out annexations and indemnities, &
peace based upon complete equality

, could have been forced upon Ger-
many, and millions of lives might
have been saved. Because they
hoped to re-establish the Eastern
Front once more drawing us into
the whirlpool of warfare, they re-
fused to attend peace negotiations
and gave Germany a free hand to
cram its shameful terms down the
throat of the Russian people. It lay
in the power of the Allied countries
to make the Brest-Litovsk negotia-
tions the forerunner of a general
peace. It ill becomes them to throw
the  blame for the Russo-German
peace upon our shoulders. . . .

The workers of the whole world,
in whatever country they may live,
rejoice with us and sympathize with
us, applaud us for having burst the
iron ring of imperialistic agreements
and treaties, for having dreaded
no sacrifice, however great, to free
ourselves, for having established our-
selves as a socialist republic, even so
rent asunder and plundered by Ger-
man imperialists, for having raised
the banner of peace, the banner of
Socialism over the world. What won-
der that sve are hated by the capitalist
class the world over. But this hatred
of imperialism and the sympathy ef
the class-conscious workers of all
countries give us assurance of the
righteousness of our ecause.

Must Make Sacrifice for Revolution

He is no Socialist who eannot un-
derstand that one cannot and must
not hesitate to bring even that great-
est of sacrifices, the sacrifice of ter-
ritory, that one must be ready to
accept even military defeat at the
hands of imperialism, in the interests
of victory over the bourgeosie, in the
interests of a transfer of power to
the working class. For the sake of
“their” cause, that is for the con-
quest of world-power, the imperial-
ists of England and Germany have
not hesitated to ruin a whole row of
mations, from Belgium to Servia to
Palestine to Mesopotamia. Shall we
then hesitate to act in the name of
the liberation of the workers of the
world from the yoke of capitalism, in
the name of a general honorable

ace; shall we wait until we can

nd a way that entails no sacrifice;
sha!l we be afraid to begin the fight
until an easy victory is assured; shall
we place the integrity and safety of
this “fatherland” created by  the
bourgeoisie over the interests of
the international socialist revolu-
Wont G o

The great Russian revolutionist,
Tchernychewski, once said: “Politi-
cal activity is not as smooth as the
pavement of the Novski Prospect.”
He is no revolutionist who would
have the révolution of the proletariat
only under the “condition” that it
proceed smbothly and in an orderly
manner, that the proletarians of all
countries immediately go into action,
that guarantees against defeat be
given beforehand, that the revolu-
tion go forward along the broad, free,
straight path to victory, that there
shall not be here and there the
heaviest sacrifices, that we shall not
have to lie in wait in besieped fort-
resses, shall not have to climb up
along the narrowest paths, ths most’
impassable, winding, dangerous moun-
tain roads, He is no revolutionist, he
has not yet freed himself from the

dantry of bourgeois intellectual-
sm, he will fall back, again and

again, into the eamp of the coun-
ter-revolutionary bourgeoisie,

TO AMERICAN WORKINGMEN

Mypocritical Accusations

They are little more than imitat-
ors of the bourgeoisie, these gentle-
men who delight in holding up to us
the “chaos” of the revolution, the
“destruction” of industry, the un-
employment, the lack of food. Can
there be anything more hypocritical
than such accusations from people
who greeted and supported the im-
perialistic war and made common
cause with Kerensky when he con-
timnued the war? Is not this im-
perialistic war the canse of all our
misfor*ane ? The revolution that was
borne by the war must necessarily go
on thru the terrible difficulties and
sufferings that war ereal thru this
beritage of destruction and reaction-
ary mass murder. Te accuse us of
By s e i o M
ror” is or clumsy pe -
and ghows an ineapability of under-
standing the most elemental funda-
mentals of the raging, climactic force
:if the class struggle called revelu-

on.

In werds our acensers ‘“‘recognize’”
this kind of eclass struggle, in deeds
:g vevert again and again to the

dle elass utopia of ‘“class-har-
mony’’ and the mutual “mterdepend-
ence” of classes upon one another.
In reality the class struggle in revo-
lutionary times has always inevitably
taken on the form of civil war, and
civil war is unthinkable without the
worst kind of destruction, without
terror and limitations of the form of
democracy in the interests of the
war,
America’s’ Revolutionary Tradition

The best representatives of the
American proletariat—those repre-
sentatives who have mpuudl{ dQ'Iveu
expression of their full solidarity
with us, the Bolsheviki—are the ex-
pression ¢ this revolutionary tradi-
tion in the life of the American peo-
ple. This tradition originated in the
war of liberation agsinst the English
in the Eighteenth and the civil war
in the Nineteenth Century, Industry
and commerce in 1870 were in a
much worse position than in 1860.
But where can you find an American
so pedantic, so absolutely idiotic as
to deny the revolutionary and prog-
ressive significance of the American
civil war in 1860-1865?

The representatives of the bour-
geoisie understand very well that the
overthrow of slavery was well worth
the five years of civil war, the
depth of destruction, devastation and
terror that were its accompaniment.
But these same gentlemen and the
reform socialists who have allowed
themselves to be cowed by the bour-
geoisie and tremble at the thought
of a revolution, cannot, nay, will not,
see the necessity and righteousness
of a civil war in Russia, tho it is fac-
ing a far greater task, the work of
abolishing  capitalist wage-slavery
and overthrowing the rule of the
bourgeoisie.

Bourgeoisie Used Terror

We are accused of having brought
devastation ttxgon Russia. Who is it
that makes these accusations? The
train-bearers of the bourgepisie, of
that same bourgeoisie that almost
completely destroyed the culture of
Europe t has dragged the whole
continent back to barbarism, that has
brought hunger and destruction to
the world. This bourgeoisie now de-
mands that we find a different basis

for our revolution than that of |worki

destruction, that we shall not build
it up upon the ruins of war, with
human beings degraded and brutal-
ized by years of warfare. O, how
human, how just is this bourgeoisie!
Its servants charge us with the use
of terroristic methods. . . . Have
the English forgotten their 1649, the
French, their 17937 Terror was
just and justified when it was em-
ployed_by the bourgeoisie for its own
urposes against feudal domination.
ut terror becomes criminal when
working men and poverty stricken
ints dare to use it against the
urgeoisie.  Terror was just and
justified when it was used to put one
exploiting minority in the e of
another, But terror betomes horri-
ble and criminal when it is used to
abolish all exploiting minorities, when
it is employed in the cause of the
actual majority, in the cause of the
proletariat and the nm!rhhrut.
of the working class and the poor

HA:'.SI...M in World War

our war,
the oppressed and the ex-
nst oppressors and ex-
or a whole mil-
countries, the bour-

;
i
ok

geoisie would still maintain that the
victims of the world war died a
righteous death, that those of the civil
war were sacrificed for a criminal
cause.

But the proletariat, even now, in
the midst of the horrors of war, is
learning the great truth that all revo-
lutions teach, the truth that has been
handed down to us by our best teach-
ers, the founders of modern Social-
ism, From them we have learned

ceivable unless it breaks the resist-
ance of the exploiting class. When
the workers and the laboring peas-
ants took hold of the powers of state,
it became our duty to quell the re-
sistance of the exploiting class. We
are proud that we have done it, that
we are doing it. We only regret that
we did ngt do it at the beginning,

sistance and in the course of i
struggle against the bourgeoisie th
proletariat will finally become rip
for victory and powar.

Let the corrugukbourgooh pres
trumpet every m e that is mad
by our revolution out into the world.
We are not afraid of our mistakes.
The beginning of the revolution has
not sanctified humanity. It is not
to be expected that the working class
which has been exploited and forcibly
held down, by the clutches of want,
of ignorance and degradation for
centuries should conduct its revolu-
tion without mistakes. The dead
body of bourgeois society eannot sim-
ply be put into a coffin and buried.
It rots in our midst, poisons the air
we breathe, pollutes our lives, clings
to the new, the fresh, the living with
a thousand threads and tendrils of
old customs, of death and decay.

We Learn Bv Mistakes

- But for every hundred of our mis-
takes that are heralded into the world
by the bourgeoisie and its sycophants,
there are ten thousand great deeds
of heroism, greater and more heroic
because they seem so simple and un-
pretentious, because they take place
in the every-day life of the factory
districts or in seeluded villages, be-
cause they are the deeds of people
who are not in the habit of proclaim-
ing their every success to the world,
whe have no opportunity to do so.

But even if the contary were true
—1I1 know, of course, that this is not
so—but even if we had ecommitted
10.000 mistakes to svery 100 wise
and righteous deeds, yes, even then
our revolution would be great and
invineible.

umphant. For the first time in th
history of the world not the minor«
ity, not alone the rich and the edu-
cated, but the real masses, the hu

majority of the working class itself
are building up 2 new world, are ge
ciding the most difficult questions o
social organization out of their o

the e
and ing advantage of the
ing masses., For only thru these
mistakes can the werkers: and peas-
ants learn to organize their new ex-
istence, to get along without the
capitalist class. Only thus will they,
be able to blaze their way thru thou-
sands of hindrances to victorious
soctalism.

Mistakes are being made by our
workmen in their revolutionary acti-
vity, whe, in a few short months,
have placed practically all of the
larger factories and works under
state ownership, and are now learn-
ing, from day to day, under the
greatest difficulties, to conduct the

ent of entire industries, to

action and egotism.  Stone upon
stone they are building the founda-
tion for a new social community, the

working class over their members.
Pioneed Work
Mistakes are being made i their

that a successful revolution is incon- | Ho!

with sufficient firmness and decision. | rul

self-discipline of labor, the new rule | proac
20 |of the labor organizations of the

the gigantic upheaval of the massea.
The Workmens’ and Peasants’ Soviets
are a new type of state, a new high-
est form of democracy, a particular
form of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, @ mode of conducting the
business of the state without the
bourgeoisie and against thc bour-
geoisie. For ‘the first time democracy
is'placed at the service of the masses,
of the workers, and ceases to be
democracy for the rich. !
llowness of Bourgeois Democracy
While the old bourgeois democratic
constitutions, - for instance, pro-
claimed formal equality and the right
of free assemblage, the constitution
of the Soviet Republic repudiates the
hypocrisy of a formal equality of all
human beings. When bour-
geois republicans overturned feudal
thrones, they did not recognize the
es of fo uality of monarch-
we here cerned
the task of overthrowing the
bourgeoisie, only fools or traitors
will insist on the formal equality of
the bourgeoisie. The right of free
assemblage is not worth an iota to
the workman and to the peasant when

hands of the bourgeoisie, Qur Soviets
have taken over all usable build-
ings in the cities and towns out of the
hands of the rich and have placed
them at the disposal of the work-
men and peasants for meeting and
organization purposes. That is how
our right of assemblage looks—for
the workers., That is the meaning
d content of our Soviet, of our
ialist constitution.

“for this reason we are firmly
convinced that the Soviet Republic,
whatever misfortune may still lie in
store for it, is unconquerable.

It is unconquerable because every
blow that comes from the jowers of
madly raging imperialism, every new
attack by the international bour-
geoisie will bring new, and hitherto
unaffected strata of . working men
and peasants into the fight, will edu-
cate them at the cost of the great-

est sacrifice, making them hard as |

steel, awakening new heroism in the
s.

nternational Revolution Delayed

e before help can come from you,
comrades, American Workingmen,
for the development of the revolution
in the different countries proceeds
alonge various paths, with varying
rapidity (how should it be other-
i We know full well that the
outbreak of the European proletarian
revolution may take many weeks to
come, quickly as it is ripening in
these days. We are counting on the
inevitability of the international
revolution. But that does not mean
that we count upon its coming at
some definite, nearby date. We have
experienced two great revolutions in
our own country, that of 1905 and
that of 1917, and we know that revo-
lutions can come neither at a word
of command nor waccording to pre-
arranged plans. We know that cir-
cumstances alone have pushed us,
the proletariat of Russia, forward,
that we have reached this new stage
in the social life of the mworld not
because of .our superiority but be-
cause of the peculhrl% reactionary
character of R ut until the
outbreak of the international revolu-
tion, revolutions in individual coun-
tries may still meet with a number
of serious setbacks and overthrows.

Soviet Russia Invincible
nd yet we are certain that we are
invincible, for humanity will not
emerge from this imperialistic mas-
sacre broken in spirit, it will triumph.
Ours was the first country to break
the chains of imperialistic warfare.
We broke them with the greatest
sacrifice, but they are broken. We
stand outside of imperialistic duties
and considerations, we have raised
the banner of the fight for the com-
plete overthrow of imperialism for
the world.

We are in a beleaguered fortress,
so long as no other international so-
cialist revolution comes to our as-
sistance mwith its armies, But these
armies exist, they are stronger than
ours, they grow, they strive, they
become more jnvincible the longer
imperialism with its brutalities con-
tinues. Workingmen the v 7
n!hbruklng with their-
with their Gompers and

demanns.  Inevitably lall |lis ap-
agr :'mmunhﬁcf ¢ devistic
cs, paring for -
an  revolution that m’"i’s

on. We are
nvincible. The proletarian Revolu-

olutionary activity by the Soviets
mmﬂry .. in 1005 by

i
tion is invincible.

all better meeting places are in the

~We know that it may take a long

s,




THE FATHERLAND AND THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL

By NICOLAI LENIN
(Lenin wrote this article on Nov.
1, 1914. The idea of the Third
International is expressed for
the first time in this article.)
HE question of the fatherland—
this is meant for the opportun-
ists—cannot be considered properly
while the concretely historical char-
acter of this war is ignored. This
was is an imperialist war, that is, a
war of the epoch of the most ad-
vanced form of capitalism, the epoch
of the consummation and end of
capitalism. The working class first
has to “‘establish” itself within the
national frame-work, says the Com-
munist Manifesto, while pointing out
at the same time the limits and con-
ditions of our recognition of nation-
ality and fatherland as the indispens-
able forms of the capitalist system as
well as of the capitalist fatherland.
The Opportunists distert this truth;
and that which holds true for the
epoch of capitalism’s start they
transfer to the epoch of the end of
Capitalism. But Karl Marx speaks
clearly and distinetly of this epoch,
and of the tasks of the working class
in the fight to destroy, not feudalism,
but capitalism. He says: “The work-
‘ers have no fatherland.” It is clear
enough why the Opportunists are
afraid to recognize this truth of So-
cialism, or why they are afraid, for
the most part, even to take it openly
into account., The Socialist move-
ment cannot be victorious within the
old framework of the fatherland. It
creates new, higher forms of human
co-operation, for the justified needs
and forward looking endeavors of

the laboring masses of every natiom-try (or of the allied countries), but

Lenin
By SIMON FELSHIN

In the Children’s Homes

The orphans are weeping

For their father, who is dead,
The men of the Red Army
Stand at attention.

The men of the Red Arm
Who never bow their heads
Are bowed with grief,

I am standing in the snow,
I am there in Moscow.
We are eight abreast waiting.
My heart is lying in the snow
Waiting to see Lenin,
I go by and look at his face,
It is the last time,

' Our leader is lying dead.

I know in Russia !
Humble women are wailing,
Men are weeping.

I know in Russia
The peasants are grieving,
Because Ilyitch is dead.

In the whole world
There is mourning
In the homes of the poor.
- A rending cry arises from the lower
depths,

The cautious ones in our midst say:
“We must make Lenin’s retreats”
We reply:

“First make Lenin’s advances.”

Our enemies say:
“Lenin, the dictator.”
Our answer is:
“Ddenin, the leader.”

The wiseacres say:

“It’s all over with Russia.”
But we answer:

“Leninism lives.”

Lenin on DeLeon

Told By ARTHUR RANSOME

LENIN said he had read in an Eng-
lish Socialist paper a comparison
of his own theories with those of an
American, Daniel Le Leon., He had
then borrowed some of De LW\n's
amphlets from Reinstein (who be-
onged to the party which De Leon
founded in America), read them for
the first time, and was amazed to see
how far and how early De Leon had
pursued the same train of thought as
the Russians, His theory that repre-
sentation should be by industries, not
by areas, was already the germ of the

Soviet system. He remembered see-
ing De Leon at an International Con-

ality will Be gratified for the first
time by international unity, with the
elimination of the present national
limitations. The attempts of the
present capitalist class to separate
and to split the workers by means of
hypocritical arguments of “defense
of the fatherland” will be answered
by the class-conscious workers with
new and ever new and repeated at-
tempts to restore the unity of the
workers in the fight for the over-
throw of the rule of the capitalist
class of all nations.

The capitalist class deceives the
masses and cloaks every imperialist
predatory attack with the old
ideology of “national war.” The
working class exposes this deception
and proclaims the slogan: corver-
sion of imperialist war into civil
war. In fact this slogan was the
object of the Stuttgart and Basle
resolutions which did not foresee war
in general, but precisely the present
war; these resolutions did not speak
of ‘“defense of fatherland,” but of
‘“hastening the collapse of . capital-
ism,” of the utilization of the crisis
created thru the war, and utilization
of the example of the Commune, The
Commune was a transformation of a
national war into a civil war.

Cch a transformation is of course,
not easy and cannot take place “by
desire” of single parties. But it is
just this transformation which is in-
herent in the objective conditions of
capitalism in general and the epoch
of the end of capitalism in particular.
And Socialists must act in this sense,
and only in this sense. Not to vote
for war credits, not to aid and abet
the chauvinism of one’s “own’’ coun-

to fight in the first place against the
chauvinism of one’s “own” capitalist
class, not to confine oneself to legal
forms when the crisis is an actuality
and the capitalist class itself has
done away with the very legality
which it created—that is the direc-
tion which- leads to civil war and
which at one moment or anether even
of the present European conflagra-
tion may lead to civil war,

The war is no accident, not a “sin,”
as the Christian clergymen. believe
(who preach patriotism, humanity
and peace exattly like the opportun-
ists), but an inevitable stage of eapi-
talism, just as much justified a form
of capitalist existence as peace. The
war of the present is a people’s war.
But it does not follow from this
truth that we must swim with the
“people’s current” of chauvinism; but
on the contrary, in war times, in the
midst of war, the class antagonisms
by which the nations are lacerated
will continue and will come to the
surface, Refusal to serve in the
army, military strike, ete., is simply
idiotic, a deplorable and cowardly
dream of unarmed struggle against
the armed ecapitalist class, a fancy
that capitalism can be done away
with without a desperate civil war or
a series of wars. The propaganda of
class struggle remains even in war
a duty of Socialists. The work
which aima for the transformation
of the national war into civil war is
the only Socialist war in the period
of imperialist, armed clash of the
capitalist class of all nations. Down
with the priestly, sentimental and
deluding dreams of “Peace at any
price!” We must raise the banner
of civil war, Imperialism has staked

the destiny of European culture. If
there are not a series of successful
revolutions, this war will be followed
by other wars—the myth of the “last
war” is a flat, injurious fairy-tale, a
petty bourgeois “mythology.” To-
day or tomorrow, after the present
war if not during it—in this war or
the next war, the proletarian banner
of civil war will rally, not only hun-
dreds of thousands of class-consecious
workers, but also millions of semi-
proletarians and petty bourgeois at
present misled by chauvinism, who
are not only terrified and disgusted
by the frightfulness of war but are
being taught, enlightened, awakened,
organized, steeled; and they will be
prepared for war against the capital-
ist class of their “own” country as
well as of “foreign” countries,

The Second International is dead,
vanquished by Opportunism. Dewn
with Opportunism and long live a
Second International purified of its
“deserters” as well as of Opportun-
ism!

The Second International has done
its share of useful work of prepara-
tion in organizing the proletarian
masses during the long “period of
peace,” during the cruellest capitalist
enslavement and the most rapid capi-
talist advance in the third part of
the nineteenth and the beginning of
the twentieth century. Upon the
Third International devolves the task
of organizing the forces of the work-
ing class for the revolutionary on-
slaught against the capitalist govern-
ment: for civil war against the capi-
talist class of all countries, to secure
political power and the victory of
Socialism!

THE LIGHT OF LENINISM
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TROTZKY’S MESSAGE
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“With the light of Leninism in our hand, we shall find the
true road, by collective thought and collective will.”

ference, De Leon made no impres-
sion at all, a gray old man, quite un-
able to speak to such an audience, but
evidently a much bigger man than he

looked, since his
Russian Revolution of 1905,

Some | ory,
days afterwards I noticed that Lenin

pamphlets were | had introduced a few phrases of De
written before the experience of the| Leon, as if to do honor to his mem-
into the draft of the new ‘pro-

gramme of the Communist Party,
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LENIN THE REALIST -

L IKE everything else in nature,
Lenin was born, has developed,
has grown. When imir Ilyitch
once observed me glancing through a
collection of his articles written in
the year 1903, which had just been
pubkished, a sly smile crossed his
face, and he remarked with a laugh:
“It is very interesting to read what
stupid felolws we were!” But I do
not here intend to compare the shape
of Lenins skull at the age of 10, 20,
or 30, with the skull of that man
who presided over the sessions of the
Central Committee of the Party or
the Council of Peoples’ Commissars.
Here it is not a ion of Lenin as
leader, but as a living human being.
P. B. Axelrod, one of the fathers of
Menshevism, who hates Lenin from
the bottom of his soul—Axelrod's case
is an excellent example of how love
can change to hate—related, in one
of the philippics with which he
sought to convince me of the harm-
fulness of Bolshev-inunhr i,!: 8‘1':'?1
and of Lenin in particular, how Lenin
went abroad for the first time, and
how he went walking and bathing
with him. “I felt at that time,” said
Axelrod, “that here was a man who
would become the leader of the Rus-
sian Revolution. Not only was he an
educated Marxist—there were many
of these—but he knew what he
wanted to do and how it was to be
done. There was something of the
smell of Russian earth about him.”
Pavel Borisoviteh Axelrod is a bad
politician, he dpes not smell of the
earth, He is one who reasons at
home in his own study, and the
whole tragedy of his life conissts ot
the fact that at a time when there
was no labor movement in Russia, he
thought out the lines upon which
such a labor movement sohuld de-

in
themselves, and Axelord’s words with
regard to Lenin grasp with unsur-
passable acutenesg precisely those
characteristics which make Lenin a
leader.
Must know Labor Movement

It is impossible to be a leader of
the working class without knowing
the whole history of the class, The
leaders of the labor movement must
know the history of the labor move-
ment, without this knowledge there
can be no leader, just as nowadays
there can be no great general who
could be victorious with the least
expenditure of force unless he knew
the history of strategy. The history
of strategy is net a eollection of reci-
pes as to how to win a war, for a
situation once described never re-
peats itself. But the mind of the
General becomes practiced in strat-
egy by itg express study; this study
renders him elastic in war, permits
him to observe the dangers and pos-
sibilities which the
trained general cannot see. The his-

possible to compare our position with

situations which have already been| ..

experienced by our class, so in
- Jecisi

ve moments we
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view by which Marx was
when creating the theory,

Lenin entered the movement as the
embodiment of the Will to Revolu-
tion, and he studied Marxism, the
evolution of capitalism, and the evo-
lution of socialism, from the point of
view of their revplutionary signifi-
ca Plekhanov was a reveolution-
ist, but he was not
the Will to Revolution, and
his great importance as a teacher of
the Russian Revolution, he could
only teach its algebra and not its
arithmetic. Herein lies the point of
transition from Lenin the theorist to
Lenin the politician,

Combines Marxism with Strategy

Lenin combined l(h:‘rxtln with &
general working ¢ strategy,
at the same time he applied it con-
cretely to that strategic task involy-

empirically | ..

a...aZ.......

ing the fate of the Russian working
class. Herein lies the whole of Len-
in's genius: in his utmost intensity
of intimate contact with his field of
activity.

I must take some other opportun-
ity of debating why so great a mind
+as that of Rosa Luxemburg was not
capable of undentandin; the cor-
rectness of Lenin's principles on the
origin of Bolshewism; I can ohly out-
line the fact. Rosa Luxemburg did
not grasp concretely the economic
and political difference between the
fighting conditions of the Russian
proletariat ;nd those of the prole-
tariat of Western Europe. There-
fore she inclined to Menshevism in
the year 1904. Menshevism regard-
ed historically, was the policy of the
petty-bourgeois intelligentzia, and of
those strata of the proletarait most
closely related to the petty. bour-
geoisie,

being of whom we are convinced that
his like will not occur for a century,
it is but a poor comgliment to praise
his common sense. But it is in just
thig that his greatness as' a politi-
cian lies, When Lenin has to decide
on an important question, he does
net think c:lfoe:bstnctthhis;oﬁtal cau:!-
gories, he not thin groun
rents, of surplus values of absolu-
tism or liberslism, He thinks of
Sobakevitch, of Gessen, of Sydor
from the Tver Province, of the Pu-
tilby werker, of the policeman on
the street, and he thinks of the
effect of the measure on the Mujik
Sydor and on the workman Onufria,
as bearers of the revolution.
nd I shall never forget my tglk
th Ilyitch before the conclusion
of the Brest-Litovsk peace. Every
argument which we brought up
against the conclusion of the Brest-
Litovsk peace rebounded from him like

This little book was written
I had already drawn
on the
But, apart from the title,
line of the chapter,

about it.—The Author.

Afterword to “The State and-Revolution”

By NICOLAI LENIN.

up the plan for the next, the seventh chaptgr,
experiences of the Russian
2 I had not succeeded in writing a single
being prevented therefrom by a political crisis—
the eve of the November Revolution of 1917. Such a hindrance can
only be welcomed. However, this final part of the book devoted to
the lessons of the Russian Revolution of 1905 and 1917,
ably have to be put off for a long time. It is more pleasant and
more useful to live thru the experience of a revolution than to write

Petrograd (Nov. 30) Dec. 12, 1917.

in August and September, 1917.
Revolutions of 1905 and 1917.

will prob-

Today it is most interesting to
read the controversy on the famous
first ph of the Party Stat-
utes, paragraph which led to the
the Social Democratic

determining the policy of the
Before the first revo-

his-
tory shows many intellectuals to
have remained liberals at the bot-

!
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Applies Common Sense,
Lenin's way of knowing Russian
actuality is another point in which
he differs from all who have
stretched out their

cisiong of the Party, I have always
been amazed at Lenin’s store of
what the English call “common

sense.” It may be

hands towards| j,.

remarked that
when we arve speaking of a human

peas from a wall. He employed the
simplest argument: A war cannot
be conducted by a party of good
revolutionists who, having seized
their own )

erings which were bound to follow.
But it was no worse than the im.
mediate breakdown of the Russian
Revolution; it ga§e us a shadow of
hope, a pause for Jreath, if only but
a few months, and this was the de-
cisive moment. It was necessary

-

the earth which the revolu-
tion had given him; it was neces-
t he be confronted with the
of ing this earth, for then
fend it.

us take another example. It

at the time of our defeat in the
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Riga. At that time I
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thantd’tho Mujik should touch with his|1

war, when negotiations were| 5

By KARL RADEK

“They' must have a rest, they are
very tired.” Such was Lenin’s de-
cisive argument. He saw before him
the real Russian worker, as he was
in the winter of 1921, and he felt
what was possible and what was not
possible,
Not Blind to Reality.

Marx, in the introduction to his
Cntxquq of Political Economy, states
that Jistory only sets itself such
tasks as it can fulfill. This means,
in other words that only he who
grasps what tasks are historically
capable of fulfilment at a given mo-
ment, and who does not fight for
the desired, l!ut for the possible can
become the ‘instrument of history.
Lenin’s greatness lies in the fact
that he never permits himself to
be blinded to a reality when it is in
process of transformation, by any
preconceived formula, and that he
has the courage to throw yesterday’s
formula overboard as soon as it dis-
turbs his grasp of this reality. Be-
fore our seizure of power, we issued
as revolutionary internationalists, the

. “How can
we conclude a peace with the Hohen-
zollern government?” was a ques-
tion put by many comrades. Lenin
answered mischieviously: “You are
worse than hens. A hen cannot make
up its mind to step over a circle
drawn around it with chalk. But
it can at least justify itself by the
hssertion that this circle was drawn
by a strange hand. But we have
drawn up our formula with our own
hands, and now you see the formula
only, and not the reality. Our for-
mula of peace to be concluded by the
peoples, hag for its object the awak-
ening of the masses against the mil-
itary and capitalist government. Now
you want us to go to ruin, and to
let the ca ist governments carry
off the in the name of our
revolutionary formula,

. Lenin’s greatngss lies in his aim-
ing at goals. arising out of realities,
In this reality he sees a powerful
steed which will ecarry him to his
goal, and he trusts himself to it.
But he never abandons himself to

his dreams. This is not all.

this goal thru reality; he is not con-
tent with having fixed his aim, he
thinks out concretely and completely
everything for the attain-

a plan of ig

but the whole ornnmhorl:?l&
campaign at the same time. Our
who are organizers

one seei
ome, in his
at the Council of Peoples,
sars, might think it impossible to
nd a (worse organizer. Not only
has he no staff of taries to
prepare his material, up to now
he has never even learned to diec-
tate to o stenographer,
at the he is writing with,
thfuli;eulluﬁk

13‘5

sees.
Party one si
of realizing within this
tral idea on the reform of our
reaucratic apparatus, altho this-
form is invitable if we do not want
the Mujik, indignant against official-
dom, to begin to howl. We all know
our bureaucratic apparatus, we all
c;y out against the scandalous state
of affairs named comrade Steklov
(chief editor of the

all the dcM
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