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¢ Let the voice of the people be heard.”— Parsons.

Two Meetings to celebrate the Anniversary of above events will be
theld as follows—
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AT THE

MILTON HALL, HAWLEY CRESCENT,
KENTISH TOWN ROAD, N.W.

The following speakers will address the meeting :—Wm. Morris,
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Schack, D. J. Nicoll, C. W. Mowbray, and Louise Michel.

Revolutionary Songs will be sung during the evening. Admission free.

ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13th, at 8 p.m.
AT THE
UNITED RADICAL CLUB, KAY
HACKNEY ROAD, E.

STREET,

For full particulars see small bills. Admission free.
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A “QUIET” TIME.

PossiBLY the ordinary newspaper reader would not think that during
the last week we have been passing through a very critical period. |

If, however, he had been interested in Stock Exchange speculations
he would have known it. Anyone who has read the Money article in
the papers recently, though he may not be an expert in these matters, can
seequite clear]y that a serious crisis was only prevented last week by some
of those clever manipulations in which the thieves of the Stock Ex- K
-change excel. Yes, but this crisis has been postponed, not prevented.
It must come, and the longer it is held back by the expert manceuvres !
-of these gentlemen the heavier will be the crash in the end.

Another dangerous sign, the number of unemployed even among the '
.skilled trade unionists is steadily increasing. Mr. Burnett in his recent |
Board of Trade Report, says: “The unions reporting show an aggre-
.gate membership of 229,517, and of this number 6,197 are out of work,
this being a proportion of 260 per cent. as compared with 2-28 in the
month preceding and 210 for the corresponding month of 1889.” So
the number of unemployed is steadily growing, and after all work is
‘not so easily obtained as the reverend Canon Gregory of St. Paul’s
-appeared to think the other day. The unemployed who appear in our
-streets have, then, some reason for their existence. If so many men
are out of work in skilled trades, what must it be in the unskilled,
and what will it be when the big crash comes on ’Change which we
<an all see approaching !

And now, despite the seeming peace at the docks, preparations are
being actively made for the coming battle. ¢ No lock-out is intended,”
say the dock directors. Of course, bless their innocent hearts, they
never thought of such a thing! They are only engaging a thousand
“ permanent hands.” “The committee entertain no vindictive feeling
toward the dockers, and wish to work amicably with them, but for
their own protection and in the interests of their customers, they will
in case of future intermittent troubles, draft these permanent men to
the spot at which their services are most required.” Kind, thoughtful
gentlemen! We hear also they are going to propose a new wage system
on the 4th November. So in addition to employing blacklegs to take
the men’s places if they strike against any tyranny, they will benev-
olently lower their wages also. We wonder if the dockers will stand
this. We do not think so, though it is a pity that the weakness and
vacillation of their leaders should have encouraged the directors to
have taken up this openly hostile attitude.

This is indeed a very quiet time—depressingly quiet. But it only
reminds us of an old story. An Irish gentleman was once compli-
mented upon the “quietness” of his country. O, yes,” he replied,

“we are very quiet; we are as quiet as gunpowder over there.” Yes,

and this is the position of affairs everywhere at the present time. The
resolution of the Lille Congress in favour of a general strike of miners;
the appearance of a strong revolutionary section in the ‘constitu
tional ¥ German Social Democratic Party ; the growing discontent and
agitation among the workers in every country in Europe,—all point to
serious trouble in the immediate future. The crisis is inevitable, and
when it comes—and come it will—no power on earth can save the
capitalist classes from swift and speedy destruction.

THE CURSE OF LAND- MONOPOLY.

¢ 11l fares the land to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”

OrF all social diseases, that of land-monopoly is the most widespread,
the deepest rooted, and the oldest standing; it is the origin and fount
of poverty, want, disease, and the thrice-accursed wage-system; the
upholder of modern warfare, class institutions, and the hateful spirit
of nationality, and forms the rotten basis of our so-called civilisation—
a civilisation which requires the constant support on all sides of Church,
Army, State, and Law to prevent its crumbling to pieces and dis-
appearing. Though these buttresses form worthy points of attack by

© the Revolutionary Socialist, yet the one which he goes for with the

greatest ardour is that of the sacred institution of land-monoply, the
haven to which the bourgeois ever turns his head after a successful
business career ; for private property in land is the pedestal of privilege

! and power, and to be a landed proprietor is his final earthly beatitude.
i Huckstering and sweating must give place to rent-mongering, which
. is much more respectable.

What an amazing change our worthy friend undergoes after his
retirement from “shop.” The metamorphoses cf a grub are nothing
toit. After having gorged himself to his satisfaction on the toil of
his “hands” (I don’t mean his own useless paws, but the men and
women who have spent what ought to have been their brightest days
in his factory-hell), he turns his attention from vulgar trade to the
more gentlemanly existence of a landed proprietor. True, during his
days of labour exploitation he has been the means of shortening the
lives of his hirelings to one-half of Nature’s allowance, and has recruited

' to some extent the ranks of prostitution from his work-women ; but in
. this there is nothing at all illegal.

It is not his place to keep girls in
finery and luxuries ; besides, they agreed to work for the wages he
offered them, and they were free to go elsewhere if they were not
satisfied. This is a free country.

Well, let byegones be byegones. e is somebody else now; a

. country gentleman living on his estate; a churchwarden, perhaps,
| taking a strong interest in Sunday-schools, agriculture, philanthropical

movements, and the like, and ready to hold out the hand of fellowship
to the working man—particularly if it lies in the power of the working

. man to return him to Parliament at the next election.

Until very recently the attention of the bourgeoisie was so rigidly
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fixed on their own contemptible and selfish interests that they could not
spare a glance for the symptoms of approaching disaster. They failed
to see that
¢ Slowly comes a hungry people, as a lion, creeping nigher,
Glares at one that nods and winks behind a slowly-dying fire.”
But now they are fully awake to the dangers which beset their blessed
estate, they are no longer blind to the ever-growing spectre of Com-
munism, which stalks around and threatens this monster of Land-
monopoly ; a monster resembling a gigantic octopus, holding nations
in its stifling grasp, and sucking from them their life blood through
its numberless tentacles.
No other country is held by such a comparative handful of indi-
viduals as is the United Kingdom, at once the wealthiest and most
pauperised country in the world.

Two-thirds of the soil of England and Wales are held by 10,200 persons

» 5 Scotland » 330 »
» » Ireland » 1,942
One-third of the United Kingdom is held by 500 peers

35,000 persons practically “own” the whole of the British Islands.

Here are figures relating to a few of the large land-monopolists in
these islands :

Acres. Rental.
The Duke of Sutherland holds 1,358,545 £141,667
Earl Doncaster ’ 460,108 231,855
Marquis Breadalbane ' 438,358 58,292
The Duke of Richmond and Gordon ,, 286,409 79,671
The Earl of Fife ,, 249,220 72,563
The Duke of Devonshire ' 198,572 180,750
The Duke of Northumberland ,, 186,397 176,048
The Duke of Portland » 183,199 107,920
The Duke of Hamilton » 179,650 162,165
Marquis of Lansdowne » 142,916 62,025
Acres.

400 peers and peeresses hold 5,728,979

1,288 great landowners have 8,497,699

2,529 others hold . 4,319,271

10,888 " 51,885,185

9,184 . e e ... 38875522

955 Y e e e .. 20663849

421 Y e e e . 22,880,755

There is no need to continue these dry, sickening statistics-—anyone
can read the entire table if he care to look it up. The whole thing is
a hideous legend in figures, showing the growth and development of
the worst side of man’s nature, dominating and befouling the whole
history of our peoples; where should be a glowing narrative of real
progress and development of a happy race living natural lives in the
beautiful regions which Nature has so lavishly provided for all her
creatures, we find a dreary record which requires coercion to make
even children read, and which nobody cares to recollect after leaving
school—a dreary record of little else but bloody destruction, enslave-
ment, and robbery, a state of things continuing with unchecked fury
at the present hour, only to be brought to a full stop by a collision
with the fast-gathering forces of Social Revolution.

Before the invasion of William the Norman, private property in land
was entirely unknown. The soil was divided into folk-land, belonging
to no person or community, but to the nation as a whole, and common-
land, held by organised communes and not by separate individuals.

With the Norman Conquest the whole of the land became vested in
the Crown, and all lands were held from the king, as representative of
the nation, the holders being bound to render certain duties in return,
the chief of which were military service in person and the raising of so
many capable men-at-arms, proportionate to the extent and population
of their estate. This, of course, implied that the first essential was a
healthy population.

It is curious to compare the value with regard to the land in which
the ruling class held their fellow-men then and the value in which they
hold thew now. In those days the land was considered of less value
than the men who worked upon it, and was looked upon merely as the
natural means of raising healthy and capable human beings. Now-
adays, a man is regarded by the landlords only as a rent-provider, to
be chased from his home and country as soon as he ceases to be useful
to them as a tenant. Our outcast will find much consolation and
encouragement in that his exodus will have been already provided for
by that great and good assemblage of capitalists and landlords, the
People’s Representatives, in the shape of Assisted Passages to the ends
of the world—anywhere, 80 long as he gets off their land and out of
their sight.

Now, the feudal barons, without doubt, were heavy-handed masters,
but they were not rent and profit mongers ; they did not compel a man
to toil for them sixteen hours a-day and then pay him for only four;
neither was a woman forced to exist in a rack-rented garret and make
shirts for ninepence the dozen. In those days there was rough plenty
and comfort and leisure for all; and industry was free, for the new
lords of the soil readily relinquished their feudal rights when groups of
skilled craftsmen happened to be formed within their manors. In-
dustry thus finding herself fancy-free, grew and grew, and soon found
herself giving birth to her offspring, Art, who quickly began to bedeck
and adorn her with her lovely blossoms in a thousand different ways,
so genial a soil had she now found, and before long the people’s lives
were interwoven through and through with her bright and joyous
fantasies ; churches (of which some bare, discoloured shells still exist),
dwellings, arms, dress, every detail of daily existence, became an
illuminated and beautified outcome of the new life, Every surviving
fragment of craftmanship of these days seems to carry with it the

warmth of the worker’s hand and the impress of the worker’s love for
his work. 'What of our modern everyday articles will find a place in
the museums of the future? Will a policeman’s helmet or an auto-
matic sweetmeat-machine be treasured up alongside of Greek, Indian,
and Gothic wreckage as examples of a lost and admired art? Yes,
surely, if competition should continue to be the ruling factor in our
industrial system for another century or two. But this will not be.
“The revolt of the New World against the Old,” says Auguste Bebel,
has broken out. The stage is crowded with actors; the struggle will
be carried on with an amount of intellect such as the world bas seen
in no struggle before, and will see in none after. For it will be the
last social struggle. The nineteenth century will hardly end before
the conquest is decided.”

The feudal system may be said to have been maintained, in a loose
enough manner, no doubt, for about five hundred years, and came to
an end towards the close of the fifteenth century. From about this
date commenced landlordisin, such as we now know it. The holders of
estate began to find out that the soil was the only stay between man
and starvation and that he could not exist apart from it, and that
private possession of land gave the owner almost unlimited power over
the lives of the creatures upon it. Then began the general scramble
for the soil, and the landlords with greater rapacity proceeded to
enclose and tighten their grasp upon their own estates and whatever
lands besides they could manage to lay hold of.

The success of this first stroke for plunder whetted the greed of the
landlords, and they panted for more booty. They did not have to wait
long for a champion : they found one in Bluff King Hal (Bluff Bill
Sykes, he should have been called), the wife-murdering bully, who
entered into a conspiracy with them to seize the Catholic churches,
priories, and hospitals, and the lands attached thereto. The upshot of
this affair was that Henry the Eighth, King by the Grace of God, and
his favourites, netted between them about a third of the best agri-
cultural land of the kingdom.

The next great step towards completely monopolising the land took
place in the reign of Queen Anne, when began the enclosing of the
commons. This kind of legalised robbery continues to the present
hour. Altogether over 7,000,000 acres of common land have been
filched from the poor by Acts of Parliament. There is not much more
land left now worth pilfering. Here and there are little bits of com-
mon supporting a family or two with their donkey or their cow. These
patches will be nibbled up by the neighbouring landlord bye and bye,
perhaps, when he gets or can manufacture a suitable excuse. But
there are places in these islands—places worth looking at, too—where
a man is still free to ramble unmolested and without fear of prosecu-
tion or spring-guns. Have these places, then, been overlooked by the
land-grabber? Not a bit of it. They would have been filched long
ago had it been worth while; but then, don’t you see, nobody else
wants them, and a land-grabber does not care to go to the trouble of
filching that which nobody else wants. ¢ The force of the guinea you
have in your pocket,” says John Ruskin, ‘“depends wholly on the
default of a guinea in your neighbour’s pocket. If he did not want it,
it would be of no use to you. The degree of power it possesses depends
accurately upon the need or desire he has for it.”

Now, up to the time of the Stuart Restoration, no taxes were paid
by the people, the income from the land forming the principal source
of revenue for defraying the expenses of the State; but, during the
reign of Charles II. these feudal enactions were abolished by Act of
Parliament (carried by means of threats and bribery on the part of
the landlord party), and their burdens shifted on to the shoulders of
the landless in the shape of an excise on beer, wine, tobacco, and a
number of other articles. Thus the landlords threw off their obliga-
tions but they stuck to the land, and their descendants and successors
stick to it still, drawing rent, together with royalties on minerals, to
the amount of about £300,000,000 a year. This is the price which
we have to pay them for their permission to use our land. Truly the
original squatters perpetrated the most profitable piece of piracy on
record ; they little thought that their descendants and successors
would at the present time be able to plunder the earnings of the
workers to this extent.

A land monopolist’s privileges now extends to everything in the
heavens above and the earth beneath, and in the waters and minerals
under the earth ; a privilege born of bloodshed and seizure, and en-
forced to this hour by means of prisons, police, and soldiery. How
mercilessly a Jand monopolist will enforce his ““ rights ” to enable him
to satisfy his lust for rent, or his spite at being foiled in his pursuit
of it, is best shown in Dr. Wallace’s book on * Land Nationalisation,’”
also in the Liberal newspapers of to-day, wherein the reports of evic-
tions and agrarian matters are given with a faithfulness of detail well
calculated to damage the reputation of the present Jacks-in-office, and
to inspire one with the idea that one has only to place the reins of
government (and the fat salaries hanging thereto) in the hands of the
Liberal gang to see how nicely they will settle all these unfortunate
disagreements between landlord and tenant.

JoNATHAN BINES.
(Continued on page 340.)

NorwicH.—C. W. Mowbray addressed two good meetings here on Sunday.
In the afternoon he spoke at an open-air meeting in the Market Place to a very
attentive audience. The evening was also very successful, notwithstanding the
inclemency of the weather. Afterwards a meeting of members took place to-
consider what steps should be taken to carry on a vigorous propaganda during
the winter months, 4s. 8d. worth of “ommonweal sold ; 10s. collected towards
I}“/Iowdbm}é’a fare from London, and 8s. 4d. for Chicago Martyrs’ Commemoration

“und, —S.
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TOMMY ATKINS.

(From Songs of the Army of the Night.)

While the robber English gentleman

I sTAND and watch the soldiers
Took penny and pound and crown.

Marching up and down,

Above the fresh green cricket-ground
Just outside the town. To make him false to his order,
What was it that they gave—

To make him his brother’s oppressor ?

I stand and watch and wonder
The clothes and pay of a slave !

When in this English land
This poor fool Tommy Atkins
Will learn and understand * O thou poor fool Tommy Atkins !
Thou wilt be wise that day
When with eager eyes and clenched
teeth
Thou riseth up to say—

Zulus and Boers and Arabs,
All fighting to be free,
Men and women and children,

Murdered and maimed has he. “ This is our well-loved England,

And T'll free it if I can
From every rotten bourgeois
And played-out gentleman !”

FrANCIS ADAMS,

In India and in Ireland
He’s held the people down,

- INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

FRANCE.

Above the mingled din of Congresses—Possibilist, Collectivist, Marxist—
there comes to English workers’ ears the cry for help of the Calais lace-
makers. Tt is cheering news indeed that that cry has been so weil responded
to, especially by those of the same trade at Nottingham. Frenchman and
Englishman joining hands across the Channel against the common enemy,
<Capitalism, is the sort of “ cordial understanding ” that Socialists like to see.

Our Anarchist comrade Dumas (of Saint-Etienne) speaking lately at

Romans, gave a good answer to an inquirer who suggested that Collectivism
would serve as a transition to true Communism. * Collectivism,” said
Dumas, “is too late in the field, and can no longer play the part which
wight have been open to it forty years ago. The workers have discovered
that they are exploited, as it is, by masters and governors ; they will never
yield to the yoke of a Statistical Committee, which would necessarily trans-
form itself into a reactionary Government. The Anarchist ideas have
fostered wider views, and are easier to understand by brains which are
evolving new conceptions. If road-locomotives had been invented in time
they would have ploughed along every highway, but they were anticipated
by the more useful railway-engine, and so remained an antiquarian curiosity.
So will it be with Collectivism and Anarchism.”
. The Congress of the so-called Workmens' Party at Chatellerault fell to
internecine strife in the most approved Parliamentary fashion, and some
delegates were expelled by the majority acting under the orders of the
excellent Brousse. It is claimed that the delegates excluded really repre-
sent the majority of the party, and a meeting of the party has been held in
Paris repudiating the Congressional action. La Parti Quvrier, the organ of
the dissidents, uses strong language concerning the conduct of the Possi-
bilist Municipal Councillors.

The Marxist Congress at Lille seems to have passed off more quietly. The
“Marxists” decided to take part in the Brussels International Congress
next year.

I am sorry indeed to note that the editors of the excellent Paris Révolte
are driven to publish the following notice : “ We only appear this week by
dint of lengthening our already long list of debts. Comrades must not be
astonished if they do not receive the paper next week.” Now, you French-
speaking revolutionists, hurry up. It would be deplorable indeed if the
workers were to lose yet another organ by their own default.

ITALY.

Il Fuscio Operaio of Alessandria translates with approval the article on
the English Working Class Movement in La Revolte, upon which our com-
rade Nicoll commented a week or two back. Our comrades of the Italian
“Workmens’ Party,” if they read English, should correct false impressions
by referring to Nicoll’s article.

The Italian Workmens' Party holds its fifth General Congress at Milan on
November 1st and 2nd. The agenda-paper compares somewhat favourably
with those of Social Democratic gatherings elsewhere. The foremost ques-
tion on the “order of the day ” is “The necessity of organising the party on
the one basis of ¢ Resistance.”” This sounds well.

An excellent new Anarchist paper, La Campana of Ancona (to which our
comrade Merlino contributes a most interesting paper on “Objections to
Anarchist Socialism ), hopes to organise a general congress of all Italian
Socialists early in the spring of 1891. Ticino has been mentioned as a suit-
able locality. Crispi is hardly likely to allow a revolutionary gathering in
the kingdom of Italy. A general congress of Italian Socialists is being
actually attempted at Ravenna under the auspices of the parliamentarians.
Revolutionists apparently will not be welcome there and will not attend.

A somewhat astonishing bit of Italian news comes to us by way of
Barcelona. An Anarchist journal, La Nuoua Riscosa, was prosecuted before
the local court at Trapani on account of its articles on the First of May
movement. “The defence of the advocate Grignany,” says El Productor,
“was a reasoned and brilliant exposition of Anarchist principles. It carried
away the audience, and even the very jury, who returned a unanimous ver-
dict of ‘Not Guilty.’” English bourgeois are made of sterner stuff, and
imagination fails to realise an English advocate delivering an Anarchist
oration in court. It would be an excellent way of disposing of some of our
more obnoxious judges. Surely they would die of the shock. Seriously
speaking, I join with the writer in %/ Productor in congratulating our com-
rade Grignany and his clients.

The Roman correspcndent of the Daily Chronicle (for once I may quote
from a capitalist paper) says that “according to official information on the
subject, the number of unemployed workmen amounts to about 100,000 in
Rome and the provinces, with perhaps a like number in the Romagna and at
Milan, and some 60,000 at Turin, not to mention those in the remaining
provinces.” How glorious a triumph it is to be a citizen of “free Italy,”
and what a sweet boon to the workers is the thing called “constitutional
government ” !

CUBA.

Havannah has been deeply moved by the provisions of the American

Tariff Bi'l, and it seems not unlikely that many a worker’s child in Cuba

will have reason to curse the name of MacKinley. The Cuban employera
talk of a general cessation of manufacture and commerce with the oll:jeot of
forcing the Spanish Government to enter into a commercial treaty with the
United States. That meanwhile the workers (already hard pushed by eight
months of scarcity of work) would be starving, is not, of course, a matter
that masters care about. It may be, however, that the bosses will hesitate
before taking this extreme step, not from pity but from fear. It may be
dangerous to drive the workers too much into a corner. El Productor (of
Havapna.h) says: “ We warn our workers beforehand, so that should this
cessation of work come they may know how to rise to that height to which
every people should reach when the means of subsistence are snatched from
them, and it is sought to lead them to death by hunger. Mayhap this lock-
out may prove true the saw which tells us that ¢ the unification of the toilers
will be the work of the rich, even as the Social Revolution will be the work
of the poor. Let the lock-out come ; we do not desire it, but as little do
we fear it. Should it come, the rich will be responsible for what may

happen.”
SPAIN.

Our comrades in Barcelona are preparing to celebrate the Chicago anni-
versary. Strikes, of a more or less sporadic character, continue there.

At Jétiva the Anarchists are holding a series of meetings, to which the
“partido obrero,” or * Workmens' Party ” (here as elsewhere an euphemism
for parliamentary Socialists), are invited. There has been free and open
debate on parliamentary and anti-parliamentary tactics, and, judging by the
reports in the Barcelona Productor, the Anarchists would seem so far to have
more than held their own.

The Anarchists of the Basque Provinces are working to establish a Com-
munist-Anarchist newspaper. It is to be named El Combate (“The Com-
bat”) and to be published at San Sebastian. This is good news to come
from that curious old-world Basque-land which has ever been a stronghold
of feudalism and reaction,—no doubt mainly because the people have identi-
fied Carlism and reaction with their local autonomy—of which, for that
matter, they do well to be jealous, at least until the time comes when they
can conquer for themselves complete individual antonomy. R W.B

A TOUR THROUGH THE MIDLANDS.

I BEGAN on August 4th a propaganda tour through the Midlands, beginning
with Leicester, where I stayed a week, during which the comrades worked
hard at the various meetings which were held. We broke new ground at
Oadby and Anstey, two villages near to Leicester, and with the comrades in
this district I paid a visit to Loughborough and Derby, going from there to
Sheffield. There I also spent a week, and we carried on vigorous work
among the miners of Eckington, where comrade Cores and myself delivered
Commonweal from house to house, as well as meeting the miners coming from

the pits with leaflets. We afterwards held a meeting in the market place.
I also addressed a meeting at Woodhouse, and held several meetings at
Sheffield. The comrades worked very hard, and making a special feature of
the Chicago Martyrs’ Speeches, selling during my visit over a hundred.
These were sold mainly among the miners, who seem to admire greatly those
noble heroes our comrades of Chicago.

On leaving Sheffield I went to Manchester, and addressed a series of meet-
ings in both Manchester and Salford. Here also success crowned their
efforts of our comrades, for we held splendid meetings at all places te which
we went. I returned to Sheffield after my Manchester trip and again did a
week’s propaganda, after which I went to Leeds. Here we had three splen-
did meetings, where I was splendidly supported by our comrades. We made
the most of my visit, and notwithstanding the various threats of opposition
from our erstwhile comrade McGuire, the day went over without an explo-
sion. I again returned to Sheffield, and spent another four days, prior to
my visit to Hull, where I again had three good meetings. The comrades of
all nationalities (and there are many in Hull) worked with that energy
which is certain to bring success, Smith and Reynolds to help, besides
others whose names escape me, we had some enthusiastic meetings.

I may mention in passing that I missed no opportunity of spreading our
literature among the soldiers in all the places I visited.

I returned again to Sheffield, this time nearly exhausted, and spent
another week prior to my return to London. In all I addressed forty-eight
meetings. Literature sold well at all, and collections were good. My
general impression of the visit has been to strengthen the views I already
held —7.c., that our work in the future must be more in the provinces if we
do not wish to court failure. There isa large tract of country comparatively
untouched by Socialist teaching, south, west, and north.

The collections in most cases nearly cover the expenses, and I found the
people not only eager to listen and question the speakers, but ready and
willing to aid in paying expenses. Take Derby as an instance. The first
meeting held (I believe) was the one I addressed, and £1 0s. 13d. was col-
lected. Many comrades I met with feared that a vigorous, thoroughgoing
propaganda would frighten the audiences, but the result showed them the
mistake. It is no use trying to preach down to the people if you want to
make earnest revolutionists of them, for the greater your earnestness the
more impression you are bound tc make on your audience.

There is one thing also I must not forget, 7.e., our paper the Commonweal.
I found on explaining our principles, and making a point of speaking as far
as I could from the paper, that there was no difficulty in selling it ; but
that on the other hand it went off even beyond my own expectations.
Most of the places are trying to vie with Shefiield in paper selling, but are
as yet far behind, though to all appearances Leicester will not be long before
it takes a place alongside. Leeds also will soon catch up, owing no doubt to
our comrade Samuels, who is not only an earnest worker but is filling the
other comrades with the same spirit. I must not forget Manchester, who
have progressed wonderfully of late. Hull could sell more papers, and
before long I have no doubt they will see their way clear to quadruple their
order.

Altogether I am pleased with the result of the tour, which shows that our
ideas are gettinga firm hold in the provinces. I can as a further result say that
Leicester, Loughborough, Nottingham, Derby, Sheffield, Manchester, Leeds,
and Hull wil! not be behind when the day of revolution dawns upon us, and
the desire of all the comrades was to work hard and earnestly in order to
hasten that day. Preparations are also being made in all these places to
celebrate the anniversary of the murder of our Chicago comrades for the
purpose of explaining to the people why our heroic comrades lives were
sacrificed. C. W. M.
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THE CURSE OF LAND MONOPOLY.

(Concluded from p. 333.)

Since Christianity determines the worth of the tree by t}_xe quality
Church-going land monopolists be judged by

of its fruit, so may our g nope
our increasing crops of pauperism and prostitution.

The following

cuttings from contemporary papers speak for themselves :

The Rev. H. V. Mills, in his ¢ Poverty and the State,’ affirms that “eight
by inevitable circumstances, cannot ob-
ent ;” while Mr. John Rae (
he wealthiest nation in the world every
one-fifth of the community is insufh-
ers, and large classes of working-people
hem from what are known as starva-
f our population lead a life of mono-
in old age but penury and parochial
alf, of the families of the country
n a way quite incompatible with the elementary

million people in the British Isles,
tain honest continuous employm
Mr. Mills) informs us that, “in t
iwentieth inhabitant is a pauper ;
ciently clad ; the agricultural labour
in towns, are too poorly fed to save t
tion diseases ; the great proportion o
tonous incessant toil with no prospect
support ; and one-third,
are huddled six in a room i

if not indeed one-h

claims of decency, health, or morality.”

Ben Tillett, in his

Thorold Rogers the followin
lation collected in our great cities, )
who lived in England and Wales six centuries ago;
more destitute, whose homes are more squalid, whose means are
certain, and whose future is more hopeless than the poorest s

middle ages.”

Then, as regards East London in particular, Mr. Charles Booth,

¢Dock Labourers’ Bitter Cry,’ cites from Professor
g appalling statement : * There is a large popu-
equalling in numbers the whole of those
whose condition is
more uan-
erf in the

as cited by

area of inquiry embraced 900,000 people, tells his readers that 314,000, t.c.,
38 per cent. of this great host, “suff:r from poverty sinking to actual want.”

Canon Duckworth, preaching at Westminster Abbey on Sunday after-
noon, said : “ We may boast of an empire upon which the sun never sits, a
commerce which belts the planet, but let us also remember that 170,000
paupers inhabit this the richest city of the world.”

“Ninety per cent. of our work-people have no place they can call a home
beyond the end of the week.”

It has been calculated that there are about 200,000 families living im
London on about a pound a week, and they are in a large measure the
people of one room.

A calculation has been made by Dr. Rhodes “that if all the paupers in
lEng]a.ud formed into column four deep, the procession would be 100 miles.
ong.”

In London one person in every five will die in the worklouse, hospital, oz
lunatic asylum.

It is extremely difficult to even approximately estimate the number of
prostitutes in this country. The police, who might be taken as the most:
competent authorities in these matters, have it that there are between
90,000 and 100,000 in London alone. This gives an average of about one
in fifty for all our large towns.

And yet all this sacrifice of human life and happiness is sanctioned

by the law. There is no law on our statute books to require that a
man may not let his brother starve or his sister get her bread on the
streets, even though he have the means of preventing it. Of course
not. The class who have framed these laws took good care that there-
should be none. The absence of such an enactment is the very breath:
of their existence, and it is absurd to think that they will permit any
alteration in the existing state of affairs while they can keep armed’
forces in their pay to prevent it. Yet, in the face of all this, Collec-
tivists and Democrats will refer us for freedom to the ballot-box,
triumphantly pointing to the Board Schools and the posts and tele-
graph systems as the real dawn of the Socialistic era. We have, they
tell us, only to hammer away and thrust monopoly bit by bit beneath
the fostering wing of government, and by the time we are all brooded
under the old parliamentary hen, and there you are don’t you know.
By the way, what will be the State fine when the State workman
comes in late to the State factory ?
Let us suppose for a moment that after striving and hoping for, say
another decade or two, we managed to institute State water-works,
State gas-works, and State tramways, what does that mean? Why,
merely an extension of our present civil service, that is, we should be
jockeyed by more batches of highly-paid useless nobodies such as are
now on exhibition at Somerset House and other Government offices,
and the really useful servitors would be placed in the underpaid and
trammelled position at present borne by our postmen. Of all sweaters
the State is the biggest, with its strangulating red tape and its sealing-
wax. If it thought fit it would nationalise these and other matters
to-morrow. Posts and telegraphs were monopolised by the State solely
to facilitate warfare, government, and competitive commerce, and not
in the interests of the people at all. Our Board Schools are merely
factories for turning out more capable, and therefore more profitable,
tools for the service of the labour exploiters ; but they are turning out
sharper-edged tools than their founders anticipated. The tools are
sharp enough to find on facing the world why they are not free to-
work and live as Nature bids them, and accordingly the young pro-
letarian is a trade unionist as soon as he becomes a hireling, thus,
consciously or not, befitting himself for the coming Commune.

Before the workers can free themselves of the murderous grasp of.
Landlordism, they will have to reckon with the whole of the forces at
the command of the bourgeosie. They have long ago outgrown that
old superstitous reverence for the powers that be, and notwithstanding
the cant with which some of them have been dosed by their leaders,
they are awakening to the fact that freedom is only to be gained by
bullet and not by ballot. Parliament seeing that it can no longer
pose as the people’s voice, has thrown aside its masqucra.d_e and is now:
the honest enemy. Mark the present conspiracy of silence on 'the
part of the Liberal gang in the face of the growing labour organisa-
tions. But this is a useful factor, for it makes still clearer the plan
of campaign, and is driving the waverers into the ranks of the unions.

As the land and capital have been taken from us by force, so must
they be retaken by the same means. You might just as well hope to
turn away a shark by prayer when you have tumbled overboard into-
his jaws as to hope to get them back by any other. By the time a
few more affairs like those of Trafalgar Square and Southampton have:
happened, the Labour batallions will be sufficiently in touch with one
another to respond to the general signal to throw down their tools all:
together. The air may be still for a little while, and then the bour-
geoisie will shout for their soldiers, but can they be depended. uporr to:
do their “duty.” We shall see. JOoNATHAN BINES.

Trg CoMPLAINT oF THE IDLE CrAsses, — Will you bandy accusations,.
will you accuse us of over-production 7 We take the Heavens and the-
Earth to witness that we have produced nothingat all. Inthe wide domains.
of created Nature circulates no shirt or thing of our producing. . . . He
that accuses us of producing, let him show himself, let him name wha.t and'
when., We are innocent of producing ; ye ungrateful;. what mountains of
things have we not, on the contrary, had to “consume” and make away
with ! Mountains of those your heaped manufactures, wheresoever edible
or wearable, have they not disappearel b-fore us, as if we bad the talent
of ostriches, of cormorants, and a kind of divine facul y to eat? Ye un-
grateful !—and did you not grow under the shadow of our wings? Are
not your filthy mills built on these fields of ours ; on this soil of England,

whose

wkich belongs to—whom thin'c you t—Carlyle : ¢ Past and Present.
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THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN STRIKE.

WHEN the last mails left Australia the strike was in full swing, The men
bad been wrought up to a high pitch of excitement and enthusiasm by the
news that the English unions were rallying to their support; and on the
other side the capitalists were in a fearful state of funk, which was only
equalled by their furious rage. The temper of these people is shown by the
following extract from our plucky little contemporary the Brisbane Worker:

““Lies, calumnies, misrepresentations, all the weapons of wild and fanatical
‘opposition, have been shamelessly used, and this incitation has been assisted
%y employers who should have more self-respect, Threats of ¢ We'll sho?t
%he strikers down like dogs’; ‘They ought to be hung on the lamp-posts g
“We'll crush that sanguinary unionism out’; ¢ We'l teach them who’s
master’ have been openly made. One gentle minister of religion wished he
could get the strike leaders at a whipping-post and bave the job of flagel-
lator ; hed ‘draw blood every stroke, he said. Persistently and unremit-
tingly 2 panic among the employers has been worked up by the press and
its bloedthirsty assistants, who have spread rumours of general strikes,
organised riots, attempts bo bring i Communism by force, and other
fantnsies.  As a result firearms ‘are carried by every bank-dwde and addle-
pated shopkeeper; special constables have been sworn in from the swell
atbletic clubs ; and a mob of employers waited on the Government ir order
to ‘terrorise Tozer into iproclaimisg a sort of martial law. Briskane is
Prctically being terrorised by Campitalism, which in its miserable fear seems
“t® thirst for the chance to mow-a street full of unarmed, inotfensive wnionists
‘Bown with Gatling guws.” .

But whether the ‘capitalists would carry out these * wild ideas® is exceed-
ingly doubtful. At Newcastle they were threatening to bring the marines
and the sailors ashore, to shootdown the miners on steike. A correspondent
of the Sydney Sundey Times feard one of the merines asked if they were
going to:shoot the people dows. He replied, “ Well, we may be sent ashore
and we ey eveu be ordersd to fire, but I don’t think any of you will be
hurt.” ‘lke  correspondent, who is certainly no friend of the unions, after-
wards gt into-conversation with the sailors. e says: “He answered my
questions ‘with -ske -utmost frankness, asd from what he, and scores of his
shipmetes, told me, I have arrived at the -conclssion that it would be folly
worse ‘tkan madeess on: theipart of the Government to-aeek assistance at the
hends «6f ‘the ‘neval authorities. Such aid might, and \probably would, be
granted readily enough, bat it must be borne in mind tkat a large majority
of the "blugjacdets -and -mrarines sympathise with the strikers, and, once
fanded, they nright be-imduced to take sides with thexs, Were they to do
his ke consepuences that would natucally féllow migl¢ prove more serious
andrfec.reaching than-any-ef us imagiee” ~Tiss mustibe nice and reassuring
for the capitdlist advocatee of force.

What has ,particulaily feightened these gentlemer is the fact that the
strilie has led ¢o a tremendous uphesval 'of Socialist sdeas ; the strike and
Bocitkism seeme to be theamain topic of .conwersation everywhere. Of course
theSocialism-eiscussed is of a very miid type.; but even the immense sale of
Bellamy’s' “Locking 'Backszard,’ and the atleption'by the Australian Labour
Federation of :a-SocialsDemocratic programere, -has been quite enough to
‘frighten: the eguitalists. Gt is true the Federation emy proposes to attain its
rends &y ordincry political methods, but the -red gpectre cannot be made
«alluring even-uxder a robe-sf legality.

iTtiis diffieult <0 imagine the vast extent of thiswteike. Itis an immense
'war.of labouraad capital, extending overa whele eontinent and affecting even
‘thesneighboaring island of Wew Zealand. Ga Bept. 77, Sydney and Melbourne
‘werexrery nearly tn darkness, owing to the failure of the gas supply. Not only
arerthe gas-stokers out on-strike, but most of the:miaers are also out, or have
‘beentdocked out by the masters only to there be no ships to carry away their
-coal. _A curiews instance of what may be called by the capitalists “retri-
butive justice® is that the strikers paper, the People, was in danger of
-suppression through the gac-engine that works the press having to stop
through the. failure of the gas supply. The editor, however, declared the
issue-would be.got out in spite of all difficulties. The Bulletin has a cartoon
entitled “ Melbouaze in Darkness.” Tt represents .2 middle-class man, who
thas jjust arrived home with two lamps, addressing his wife. He exclaims
piteousky : “Yes, .y dear, I succeeded in buying s couple of lamps, but
they are wery scarce, and to get them home safely @ had to buy a revolver.”
Tlie same paper represents the eapitalist undergoing many tortures. He is
tessed by a cow (Labkour) he has Geen engaged in mifking, and as he is flying
in the air all the wilk (profits) is spilt. Another cartoon shows us the
cagitalist euffering from the horrors of a general strike. In a dream he
beholds ahobnailed goblin (Labour) dancing on his chest. He imagines he
awskes in the throes of.a general strike, and the poor man has to dress and
shave himself, clean hiz own boots, while his wife ceoks his dinner ; and
tivally he has to behold Ais park turaed into corn-fields for the proletariat ;
and a last, oxing to “a great shrinkages of values” and a “great shrinkage »
of capital’s.corpulence, he is compelled to work or starve,

From the capitalists to the blacklegs iz an easy transition. Asin England,
50 in Awstralia, the capitalist has a pet name for them—he ealls them © free
labour.” This is not a very honourable term in Australia, as it used to be
applied to those eonvicts who &ere handed over to private masters by the
Government. Well, these *free labourers” are not very efficient at wharf
work, but judging by the precautions taken for their safety by the Govern-
ment and their employers, you would think their lives were the most valu-
able in Australia. “Huge barricades have been erected at the entrances to
the docks for their protection. One of these barricades at the P. and 0.
©o.’s wharf is thus described by the Sydney Daily Telegraph. The barricade
might be used for the backing of the 22 in, steel armour of a 10,000 battle-ship.
The posts, which are 14 in. by 14 in. and about 9 feet in height clear of the
ground, are only a few feet apart, and are connected by strong rails and hard
wood planking.” This huge barricade is at the foot of Argyle Street, and com-
pletely shuts in the King’s Head Hotel. The barricade also extends across
from the street to the edge of the wharf, and at the Circular-Quay side of
the P. and O. wharf a similar gigantic barricade is being constructed. The
same paper gtates : “It is painful to watch the efforts of the ¢ free labourers’
in dischaiging the ‘Coromandel.” Six men are incapable of moving a piece
of iron casting, and they simply stand and look at each other. After one of
them puts in a quiet three minutes in curling a sling round the chain and
then giving the order to heave away, a round of cheers from the onlookers
greeted the ascent of the dangling ropes.” The correspondent, from watch-
ing at work, expresses the opinion that a hospical job” is by no means
improbable. ~ As I said before, great care is taken of these free labourers.
Bpecial constables, police, infantry, and artillery are all mustered for their

protection ; but despite it all, some of them have been rather roughly
handled by the men whom they have robbed of their work. . i
The strikers hold stoutly together, although the capitalists are doing their
utmost to crush thew. It appears that the wholesale supply of provisions
for Sydney is in the hands of about fifty persons all told—u.e., some sevem
carcass butchers, a dozen or more flour merchants, and the balance made’up.
of merchant grocers and produce importers, It was proposed at a meeting:
of masters that these wholesale dealers should refuse to sell to retail shop--
keepers except for cash, thus forcing the shopkeepers to refuse credit to their
customers and so break the back of the strike. However, this plan has not-
been carried out. Probably the masters thought that it might drive the -
men—not into submission, but into open revolt. .

To fight against the lies of the capitalist press, the strikers have started-
an organ, which was first known as the Labour Defence Journal, but has
since changed its name to the People. It is a bright little two-paged sheet,
and its tone shows how wonderfully the Australian workers have advanced
in opinion during the last few years. For instance, when the barricades
were erected and the streets filled with troops and military, this paper gave
some very plain words of warning to_the “authorities.” It said: Do the .
enfranchised people of these colonies intend that the authorities shall turn .
their cities into garrisoned towns, and continue to barricade and fortify the
public thoroughfares, in the interests of private individuals? If it is right
that one party in the labour struggle should erect barricades and stand by.
them, to sweep the streets with Gatlings, it is equally right that the ot'her
side should do the same. But we would remind those who are responsibie
for this deliberate outrage that barricades have, ere now, been the overthrow
of the very governments who built them.” .

An “Appeal to the Friends of Labour ” is also worth quoting :

““ People of Australia ! you are the witnesses of a Tit_anicv struggle—.the capital-
ist preSSPtel]s you—betwe):an Capital and Labour. Disabuse your minds at once
and forever ! The struggle now taking place before your eyes is between two
forms of labour —Labour on the one hand, and labour stolen, dieguised under the
name of Capital, on the other. The subsidised press of the sbock]?bpers and
labour-filchers denounces this strike ! It stigmatises this strike as criminal ! Tt
appeals to you, the public, to withhold your sympathy from the strikers 'h u

 Yet your best interests are the interests of every individual man who oes .
not live on the labour of his fellows. Every man who lives without working .
demands some other man to do two days’ work—one day for himself and a day.
for him that idles. Have you thought of this? i

“‘ You are told this present strike is merely a question between employers and.
unionists. Oh, no ! its ramifications are much more extensive than that. The
present struggle is between the Past and the Future. The strikers are to-day
fighting for the recognition of a great and vital principle, a principle ’whlch:
underlies all liberty, a principle which ought to be the toundation-stone off every:
nation which bases its hopes on the realisation of all that is involved in the word!
¢ Demacracy '—the principle of the full liberty of Labour to organise for its own
protection, . . . .

‘‘To you, unionists of Australia; to you, public of work_ers and toilers every-
where in this great continent; to you, all of you, who live by the suffrance of
those who have filched the earnings of Labour; to you who, whether by hand
or brain, are compelled to sue for the right to labour,—we appeal, and we appeal
with confidence! Your conduct in the past merits that confidence. \g’phen.
bumanity has ever sned you for aid, it has never been, hitherto, in vain. Your-
sympathy in the past has ever been one of acts, not of words. You cannot with-
hold it now. For our fight is your fight, our danger is your danger: If we fail,
what one of your boasteg liberties is safe? . . €Combination alone has made-
Australia the free land of free men. Combination is threatened ! Stand firm !
Stand by us! Assist us in maintaining the right to combine, for thereby you
assist us in maintaining the standard of wages.

“If we are worsted in the struggle, be not indifferent. Your turn will come !
All along the line so-called Capital will lift its head for the subjection of the
worker ! If we triumph, you will triumph with us! If we triamph with your
support, we shall remember in your day of need who have been for us and who-
against us! Labour never forgets her friends. She cannot afford to do so.
Labour never forgets her foes, nor the foes of Labour anywhere—witness our
conduct in the London dockers’ struggle against vested interests and funded
exploitation.

* Unionists of Australia ! help us now, and we will rally around you when the
day of your battle shall also come. Our fight is a fight for life! We are
challenged on a vital point ; a defeat means death ! If we fail, not a single union
is safe—for the very principle of unionism is at stake. Every unionist has a vital
interest in our struggle. Kverything we have won in the past may be lost at the
cast of the dice. The Rouseabout, the Shearer, the Mechanic, the Whatf.-
labourer, the Seaman—every trade is threatened ; no branch of labour, however
humble, but views with interest and anxiety the present crisis. The very bread
of our children depends upon our victory !

‘ Think not that our defeat will not afiect you.
one land is won by Labour everywhere.
lost by Labour everywhere.
means humanity.”

Surely this spirited appeal should stir up all of us to help our gallant
comrades in the desperate battle they are fighting. Labour in all countries
must recognise the fact that the interests of Labour are everywhere the
same, and that the battle which the Australian workers are now fighting is
the holy war for social salvation of the workers of the world.

What is won by Labour in:
What is lost by Labour in one land is.
And that word ‘Labour’ means the people—it

[Since the above was set up, we have received another batch of Australian:
papers, which explain why Mr. Champion sent that lying telegram the other day.
The Australian trade unionists will have nothing to do with him, and he has been
unanimously denounced as a fraud by them, both by speech and in the press.
In revenge he has tried to wreck the strike. There is no need to advise work.
men to take no notice of any statements niade by Mr. Champion. ]

GLAsGow.—On Saturday afternoon comrades Glasier, Anderson, and Robb-
distributed literature at Tollcross to the miners and blast-furnaceren. After-
wards, together with comrades Haddow and Brodie of the Trades Council, they
went to Coatbridge, where they were prevented speaking by the police; they,
however, distributed a deal of literature. On Sunday, at mid-day, Glasier spoke-
at Jail Square to about 400 people, and collected 4s. 2d. for blast-furnacemen on-
strike. In the evening Joe Burgoyne spoke at Paisley Road Toll, when 2s. 11d..
was collected for the furnacemen.

Leeps.—We had three of the best, if not the best, meetings of the year on
Sunday. Although the weather was very cold, large audiences listened to and
applauded comrade Andrew Hall. Collections were—Hunslet Moor, 7s. 8d.:
Woodhouse Moor, 9s. 5id. (the largest we have yet had at these stations) ; and
Vicars Croft, 2s. 4d.—a total of 193. 53d. Four and a half quires of Commonweal
were sold, four Chicago Speeches, and a good number of pamphlets. We only
regret that the open-air season is almost ended, but we intend to be as active as

we can even in the winter season. Our comrade Hall will speak again in Leeds
on Sunday the 9th of November,—G. C,
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THE LABOUR STRUGGLE.

Allan and Co.s “Settlement.”

Everyone knows that the dispute with Allan and Co. is settled, for a time
at least, on terms which to us seem eminently favourable—to Allan and Co.
The men are to be paid by piecework instead of by the hour. The conse-
‘quences being that while the strong and the skilful may earn more than a
tanner an hour, the weak and the less skilled will earn less, and the “ full
round orb of the docker’s tanner” in their case will disappear. We are
getting on. We always had the idea that the Dock Strike was fought for
the benefit of the “ poor and downtrodden casual docker,” who is not usually
the strongest and most vigorous of mankind. Now we see that the weakest
must go to the wall, and it is only the men who can and will slave their
hearts for the benefit of a gang of greedy shipowners, who will get even
“““decent ” wages under the new system.

There is another clause in the agreement we like still less. According to
this valuable document, the men undertake in the discharge of grain to con-
tinue working, even after they have made a demand for extra money from
heat, dust, or any other cause, until an “expert” from Mark Lane has been
called and given a decision upon the question raised. We should like a
“definition ” of the word “expert.” Being left, however, to our own un-
-assisted imagination, we suppose it is a gentleman who jobs in corn in Mark
Lane. Of course this gentleman will give a perfectly unbiassed verdict.
~Gentlemen who “deal in corn,” like those who deal in stocks or “ make
books” on races, are never rabid reactionaries and are always perfectly un-
‘biassed with regard to questions of capital and labour. The only improve-
ment we can suggest in this excellent plan of deciding labour disputes is to
get Newton, Edlin, or some other gentleman who adorns the magisterial

ench of the metropolis, to settle all similar questions at the docks ; and as
a further bright idea, we beg to suggest to the “leaders” of the Dockers’
Union that he be empowered to give a sentence of six months hard to any
strikers who will not conform to his decisions. We are afraid that poor
McCarthy, who seems specially selected to do all the dirty work of the
“leaders” of the Dockers’ Union, has put his foot in it again. We are sure
that the men will not be bound by a decision of an ‘“‘expert from Mark
Lane.” Why, they have a worse chance from such a tribunal than even
from a “conciliation board,” and we believe that the “leaders” of the
Dockers’ Union have in this agreement provided Messrs. Allan with a
weapon that may be used with deadly effect against them. In their “prud-
ence” and “moderation” they have given their worst enemies a splendid
chance of creating trouble.

The International Seamen’s Congress.

The Seamen’s Congress which opened at Glasgow on October 6th, was in
every way a great success ; their union is really international. Tn addition
to delegates from England, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, delegates were
present from New York, San Francisco, Boston, Holland, and Belgium were
present at the Congress. The sailors seem very proud of their interna-
tionalism, and they made a special point of extending a hearty welcome to
their brethren from other lands. We must say the Seamen’s Union is in a
thoroughly healthy state ; there was a sturdy manly ring about the speeches
of their leaders when they spoke of the approaching struggle with the
Shipowners’ Federation. There was none of that feeble flaccidity about
them which too often characterises the utterances of Mr. Ben Tillett or Mr.
McCarthy. Mr. Plimsoll and Mr. Cunningham: Graham were both present.
Although our opinions differ widely we admire Mr. Plimsoll ; we can re-
member the desperate battle he fought for years for the sailors against the
murderous greed of the excellent and worst of the capitalist classes. We
remember this, and we can reverence and honour this old man who fought
in the people’s cause when it was not so “ popular” among the middle-class
as it is at the present time. We are glad the sailors are not ungrateful.
One interesting fact came out at a public meeting held after the Congress.
It appears that Messrs. Allen and Co., in spite of the good character given
to them by the Star, have always been the worst of sweaters. They made
themselves especially prominent in fighting the Seamen’s Union at Glasgow,
and they have always been noted for their love of “free labour.” Probably
the heads of the firm were “good Liberals,” and that in the opinion of the
Star covers a multitude of sins.

Sacking Trade Unionists.

We clip the following paragraph from the Weekly Dispatch. It is in-
teresting as showing the spirit of the shipowners, dock directors, and other
slave-drivers towards the unions : “ Last Saturday night the men employed
by Messrs. Cory and Son, Charlton, were called up by the manager, and
asked if they intended to stand by the union. The men were unanimous in
their determination to stand by the union, and immediately upon giving
their answer ten of them were discharged.” Messrs. Allen, Norwood, Mor-
gan and Co. are not yet so bold and outspoken in their hostility, but when
“the cold weather comes” we may be sure they will be quite ready to
follow this bright example. 1

LE1ceSTER.—September 14, Andrew Hall spoke three times ; large audiences ;
collected 21s. 2d.  Sunday following, John Turner spoke three times. Weather

was bad, but it was encouraging to see the people stand in the wet to hear our.

lectures ; we are convinced that no other subject but Socialism would make
people stand in the rain. Made flve new members on this date. Sunday 28th,
Frank Kitz—three addresses, humourous and _satirical, much relished by aud-
iences. October 5th, Chambers, Taylor, and Barclay were the speakers. We
have averaged 12s. a-week the last four weeks in sale of literature. Are making
arrangements for winter course of lectures to be given inside.

MANCHESTER.—During the past month we have done good propaganda work.
Good mectings have been held three times every Sunday and during the week.
We have had Cores and Samuels of Leeds down several Sundays, and had good
meetings and collections and sale of literature. Reeves of Liverpool gave three
good addresses Sunday, October 5; and last Sunday Andrew Hall of Sheffield
made a grand impression by his fervid revolutionary oratory. In addition to
these, our own members—Bailie, Barton, Stockton, and Scott—have helped
forward the cause by their efforts in the propaganda of its principles. Altogether
we have done a great deal for Socialist propaganda in this district, and intend
during the winter to car&y it on by a series of indoor lectures and discussions,
and'onlx{ hore that our efforts will help forward the great object of our life—the
Social Revolution,

PHiLror STREET.—Brillerman and other comrades held a meeting here last
Sunday night ; some opposition, but good sale of literature.

CORRESPONDENCE.

—_—

LAUNDRY WOMEN’S CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.

CoMrADES,—We request you to allow us to make an appeal in the Com-
monweal to our Socialist comrades on behalf of a Laundry Women’s Co-
operative Assoriation which we are about to start. Our rules are modelled
as nearly as possible on those of the Socialist Co-operative Federation, and
we have entirely adopted the principle of the formation of a common fund,
to which individual members can lay no claim. .

Our object is to put a stop to the “sweating” which so largely and in-
creasingly exists in the laundry industry, to pay proper wages, to shorten
the hours of labour, to provide comfortable and well-ventilated work-rooms,
and to raise the workers at the same time from the position of wage-slaves
to that of the owners of their own earnings. We also make a special appeal
to our comrades as women, for not only do women suffer as wage-slaves but
ag chattel-slaves also.

It is probably not necessary to enlarge on the sufferings of the present
workers in laundries, for as most of your readers are working-men they
probably know as well as we do what the sufferings and privations of these
women are, but perhaps there are some who may not know that women are
now to be found frequently washing in dark, damp, unventilated cellars for
13 hours a day, not even allowed to sit down for half-an-hour in the after-
noon to drink a cnp of tea, and cases are kuown of women who have died
at the wash-tub from exhaustion and want of food.

The collar for which the customer pays, perhaps, a penny, is washed,
starched, and ironed by the sweated laundress for a farthing ; and women
who take families washing in their own homes, frequently work from dawn
to midnight for a few miserable shillings which will not even pay the rent.
The work, too, is exceedingly arduous, and results in certain disease if not
premature death for women ill-fed and ill-clothed.

Considering, therefore, the present miserable condition of the trade, we
confidently hope that our Socialist comrades will help us to improve our
own condition and that of other women (as we intend to establish branch
laundries in various localities as our funds permit) either by taking shares
or sending work to our laundry.

The shares are £1 each, but may be held by two or more shareholders.
Application for shares should be made to the Secretary, Miss E. Lupton,
59, Selhurst Road, S.E., who will also supply all information desired.—We
are comrades (on behalf of the Committee),

Yours in the Cause,
ANNIE MARSH,
JENNY WiLLIs,
Ipa MAcCKENZIE,
Epita Luprow, Secretary.

N.B.—Washing will be received from any locality, the carriage paid
there and back, and thoroughly good workmanship at moderate prices will
be guaranteed.

Signed

[We have read the prospectus of the Association, and mnotice that 5 per
cent. will be paid on the shares. We think this is unnecessary, as the
Socialist Co-operative Federation has shown that it is possible to carry ona
co-operative society without interest. We think it would be better if the
new society followed their example. People who really wish to improve
the condition of the workers do not want 5 per cent. interest for their
trouble, and we are quite sure that ordinary dividend-grabbers are not
likely to invest their hard cash in what they would look upon asa * Socialist
concern.”—Eps.]

“ART FOR THE PEOPLE.
Ox Monday, October 20, at the Athenzum Hall, Tottenham Court Road, W.,
under the management of the ‘ Commonweal’ Branch of the League, William
Morris delivered a lecture on ‘‘ Art for the People.” The proceedings opened
with music, and the lecture was well attended. Our comrade Morris having
traced the history and development from pre-historic times, when the cave
dweller scratched a rude imitation of the mammoth on the walls of his dwelling,
and dealt with the imitations which it had undergone under the influence of the
ancient Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans, the Goths, and others, down to the
time when the English workman placed in position the last stone of Henry VIL’s
chapel at Westminster, asked what had become of popular art in the compara-
tively short time which had since elapsed, during which England had grown
from an island kingdom into a mighty empire, dominating the world. He could
tell them in three words. It had disappeared. That was a strange story indeed,
and they might well doubt its truth, for the change was so tremendous. So far
from people rejoicing in the making and using of artistic things they did not
know that art existcd. What passed as decorative art was touched by the hand
of man, but never by his mind. He worked at it not knowing what he did. The
workmen found work a sacrifice, a burden, which they would cast off altogether
if they could. Not one hour’s work would be done if it were not that the
worker feared death by starvation if he left off working. He hoped no one
present supposed that under such conditions they could have art which had any
life in it. "If they did he could not imagine the depth of a stupidity which
thought that slavery would bring forth art. The great gulf between the rich
and the poor, between the two nations nominally under the same laws, had
swallowed up the popular art which had produced our ancient buildings, in
which every man’s intelligence was subordinated to the great work of art,
whereas it was now accepted as a fact that whatever intelligence a non-gentleman
might possess he must on no account exercise it during his working hours. In
order to win that privilege he must raise himself up and be a gentleman—that
is have nothing to do, and exercise his intelligence in doing it. The real artist
should be considered as a workman, and he wanted the real workman to elevate
himself to the position of an artist. That could not be so long as the labour
war went on, which made him sacrifice himself in the interests of his union ar
of the war which was being carried on. It was a natural law that man must
work, and in proportion as he had pleasure in his work so would his life be
happy or unhappy. The first thing necessary in order to bring about a better
condition of things was that there should be no more poverty, none of those
sordid troubles which destroyed the imagination and intelligence, or turned
them into other channels. Every man must be certain of earning a due liveli-
hood and those things which were necessary for the mind as well as for the body.
All men must have a due measure of rest and recreation for the body and the
mind, and the daily hours for such labour as was unpleasant must be very short.
Eight hours a day for such toil would one day appear to them an absolute
absurdity. All work which was unpleasant should as far as possible be done
away with, looked upon as a nuisance. It should be done by machinery ; but
machinery should never be used as it was now, in doing work in which inan
could take pleasure and delight. Again, those who were to produce beauty
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should live in it. A man’s home must be cleanly and orderly, and beautiful.
That should not be so hard a thing to accomplish, seeing that the whole world
was beautiful, save where man had made it ugly. Men should also be educated
and have a due share in the stored-up knowledge of the world—not down to his
station in life, but up to his capacity. Lastly, the last claim for labour would
come to this, that there must be no class distinctions. All crafts should be hon-
ourable and honoured, and every man should be able to raise himself in the
respect and admiration of his fellow-citizens by the exercise of his own craft.
These were the only conditions under which they could hope to see a revival of
popular art, and he asked them whether it was worth while to strive to bring
about this happy life to which he had alluded. Some discussion followed the
lecture. An appeal for funds on behalf of the Special Propaganda Fund realised
13s. 334d.; Commonweal and other literature went well.

HERE’S A CURSE ON VARMERS ALL.

[Nore.—We believe the following ballad was modelled upon some traditional
songs current among the English peasantry concerning rick-burning.
Does any one know whether any old songs of this kind are still
current among the people in remote parts of the country ? If any one
can send us some we shall be glad to publish them.]

I zEED a vire o’ Monday night,
A vire both great and high ;

But I wool not tell you where, my boys,
Nor wool not tell you why.

The varmer he comes screeching out,
To zave 'uns new brood mare ;

Zays I, “ You and your stock may roast,
Vor aught us poor chaps care.”

Chorus—Then here’s a curse on varmers all
As rob and grind the poor ;

To re’p the fruit of all their works
In — for evermoor-r-r-r.

A blind owld dame come to the vire,
Zo near as she could get ;
Zays, “ Here’s a luck I warn’t asleep
To lose this blessed hett.
They robs us of our turfing rights,
Our bits of chips and sticks,
Till poor folks now can’t warm their hands,
Except by varmer’s ricks.”

Chorus—Then here’s a curse on varmers all
As rob and grind the poor ;

To re’p the fruit of all their works
In —— for evermoor-r-r-r.

—From Charles Kingsley’s ¢ Yeast.”
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LECTURE DIARY.

LONDON.

Battersea.—All communications to E. Buteux, 45, Inwith Street, Battersea
Park Road.

Commonweal Branch.—24 Great Queen Street, Holborn, W.C. Tuesdays, Sing-
ing Practice. Thursdays, Business meeting. Saturdays, Social Gathering,
%u_ndz:iy, October 26, at 8.30 p.m., Music and Songs, etc., by Members and

riends.

East London.—H. McKenzie, 10 Victoria Dwellings, Clerkenwell Road, E.C.

Hammersmith. —Kelmscott House, Upper Mall, W. Lecture every Sunday at 8.
French Class conducted by Mdle. Desroches on Friday evenings at 7.30.

North Kensington.—Clarendon Coffee Palace, Clarendon Road. Meets every
Wednesday at 8 p.m. Band practice every Friday at 8 p.m. On Sunday,
gctaqbe;‘ 26, at 7.30, R. E. Dell (Fabian), ‘“The Strange Case of the Socialist

adical.”

North London.—8 Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Road.
Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock.

South Side Branch.—E. Lupton, 59 Selhurst Road, S.E., secretary pro tem.

Whitechapel and St. Qeorges-in-the- Bast.—Branch meetings at International Club,
40 Berner Street, Commercial Road. J. Turner, organising secretary.

PROVINCES.

Aberdeen.—Organiser, J. Leatham, 7 Jamaica Street. Branch meets in Odd-
fellows’ Small Hall, Crooked Lane, on Sunday evenings at 6.30. Singing
practice, etc., Mondays at 8 p m.

@lasgow. —Members are invited to meet on Thursday and Sunday evenings, at
8 o’clock, in the Secretary’s house, 250 Crown Street, S.S. All communica-
tions to be sent to that address.

Halifaz.—Socialists meet every Sunday at 6.30 p.m. at Helliwell’s Temperance
Hotel, Northgate.

Hull.—Club Liberty, 1 Beets Court, Blanket Row.

Leeds.—Socialist League Club, 1 Clarendon Buildings and Front Row. Open
every evening.  Business meeting Saturdays at 8.——International Educa-
tional Club, Templar Street. Open every evening. Discussion class every
Friday at 8; lectures every Saturday at 4. All kinds of Socialist literature
on tables and for sale.

Leicester.—Room No. 7, Co-operative Hall, High Street.
Thursday at 8 p.m.

Manchester.—Socialist League Club, 60 Grovesnor Street, All Saints. Open every
evening. Branch weekly meeting on Tuesdays at 8. Saturday, October 25,
lecture by Graham Wallas (Fabian), ¢ The Future of Democracy.”

Nottingham.—Socialist Club, Woodland Place, Upper Parliament Street. Club.
contribution, 1d. per week ; Dancing every Wednesday, 8 till 10.30—fee 3d.

Norwich.—Members’ meeting held every Tuesday at 8.30.

Ozford.—Temperance Hall, 254 Pembroke Street., First Friday in every month,.
at 8.30 p.m.

Sheffield. —Sgcialist Club, 63 Blonk Street. French Class, Tuesday at 8.30. Dis-
cussion Class, Wednesday at 8.30. Open-air meetings are held as follows : —
Sunday : Monolith, Fargate, at 11.30 ; Newhall Road, Attercliffe, at 11.30;
Pump, Westbar, at 8; Heeley, Maresbrook Park, at 7.30; Monolith, Far-
gate, at 6.30; Rotherham, College Yard, at 3.15. Wednesday: Nursery
Street, Wicker, at 8. Thursday: Bramall Lane, at 8; Eckington, at 6.30.
Friday : Duke Street, Park, at 8. Saturday: Woodhouse, at 7.

Walsall. —Socialist Club, 18 Goodall Street, Walsall. Meetings every night.

Yarmouth.—Socialist League Club, 56 Row, Market Place. Open every evening
Business Meeting, Tuesday at 8. Singing Practice, Wednesday at 8.30.

Meets every

Branch meeting on:

The Offices of the Socialist League will be open for the sale of
and all other Socialist publications from 8.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day except
Sunday. The Secretary will be in attendance from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

Propaganda Fund.—F. C. S. S., 1s.; A Few Friends (per Cobbinshaw), 2s.

NEW PREMISES FUND.
Collection by Council on October 21st, 3s. 1d.
SPECIAL PROPAGANDA FUND.
Collection at Morris’s lecture, 13s. 34d.

“COMMONWEAL” GUARANTEE FUND.

£ s d | £ s d

North London Branch . 012 0| B. W. , . . . . 010
. 8. 8. . . . .01 0 —

C. B. (Bordighera) . 210 0 Total .3 40

REPORTS.

SoutH Sipk BrRANCH.—Meeting in Short Street on Friday ; speakers Buck-
eridge, McCormack, and Miss Lupton ; meeting interrupted by gas-stokers, who
as usual went in pretty extensively for ‘‘ gas and gaiters.”” Sunday morning
same place, speakers R. Harding and comrade from North Kensington. R.
Harding gave admirable address on ** Anarchism.” Collection 1s. 10d.; 24 Com-
monweal sold. _Afternoon meeting at Coopers’ Hall on behalf of East-end bakers,
promoted by International Federation ; speaker from South Side Branch, Miss
Lupton. Evening meeting at Crown Hill, Croydon ; speakers Leggatt and Miss
Lupton ; Commonweal, Freedom, and #ree Russia sold. On Sunday, Nov. 2nd,
R. Harding will give address in the morning at Thornton Heath on ¢ First Steps
in Civilisation,” and in the afternoon in Handcroft Road, Croydon, on * Prin-
ciples in Politics.” On Sunday, October 26, at 3 p.in., Miss Lupton will give an
‘“ Address to Women ” at Short Street.—E. L.

ABERDEEN. —Comrades W. Cooper and Rennie spoke at an open-air meeting at
Woodside on Sunday afternoon, October 12th. The indoor meeting was held as
usual in the evening, when comrade Bax’s ¢* Address to Trades Unions” was read
and discussed. The usual open-air meeting was held on Castle Street on Satur-
day night, in spite of the inclemency of the weather ; the speakers were V.,
Cooper and Leatham,—G. C.

ScorTisH SocraLST FEDERATION —EDINBURGH.—On Sunday last we had a
good meeting in Labour Hall, when comrade Howie delivered a very humourous
address on “The Energy We Waste,” in which he showed up the ludicrous
aspect of Capitalism. The lecture was much appreciated. Comrade Ritchie
lectured at Leith to a full house. At both meetings there was good discussion.

LiverPoOL Soc1aLIST Soctiry.—Vegetarian Restaurant, Eberle Street, Dale
Street. —Meets every Tuesday at 8 p.m.

Leeps.—The Chicago Commemoration Meeting will be held here at Oriel Hall,
Cookridge Street, on Monday, November 10. Speakers—R. Bingham, Andrew
Hall, F. Charles, T. Maguire, H. Samuels, and G. Cores.

ScorrisH SoCIALIST FEDERATION. —EDINBURGH—Labour Hall, 50 South Bridge.
Business meeting, Fridays at 8 p.m. Lecture, Sunday October 26, at 6.30,
John Gilray,  Comradeship.” Leira—Henderson Street Hall, Sunday, Oct. 26,
at 6.30, Comrade Howie, ‘‘ The Energy We Waste.”

A coMRADE, who has had many years experience as a cook jn hotels and re-
staurants in London and the provinces, is in want of employment. —Apply by
letter to 1. W., Commonweal Office, 24, Great Queen Street, W.C.

D ion Class, Thursday at 8.30. Elocution Class, Friday at 8.30.

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

SATURDAY 25.

§ ... Euston Road—Ossulston Street....c.....ccooevvennenns Nicoll and Cantwe
8§ Mile-end Waste «... Mrs. Lahr, Kitz, and Wright
SuNDAY 26.

Commercial Road—Union Street .......ccccuvieiiieiinnninnnas) The Branch

Latimer Road Station

New Cut—Short Street
Hammersmith Bridge ...
Hoxton Church
Regent’s Park ........
New Cut—Short Street .....
Hyde Park—Marble Arch
Victoria Park
Streatham Common.....
Hammersmith Bridge

Wormwood Scrubs ......
Croydon—Crownhill
Streathamm—Fountain..........
Kings Cross—Liverpool Street ..
Walham Green—back of Church

......................... North Kensington Branch
Miss Lupton, Coulon, and Buckeridge
.Hammersmith Branch

Nicoll and Mainwaring
........ Miss Lupton

.. The Branch
..Commonweal Branch
.............. The Branch
...Hammersmith Branch
North Kensington Branch
............... The Branch
...Mrs. Lahr
....The Branch
.................. Hammersmith Branch

WEDNESDAY 29,
New Cut—Short Street .......cuvvvvvieiiiunnnn. Miss Lupton and Leggatt

............................................. Kitz and Mrs. Lahr-

PROVINCES.

Aberdeen.—Saturday : Castle Street, at 7.30 p.m.

Glasgow.—Sunday : Jail Square at 2 o’clock ; Paisley Road at 5 o’clock.
day : Bridgeton Cross, at 8.15.

Leeds.—Sunday : Hunslet Moor, at 11 a.m.; Woodhouse Moor, at 3 p.m.;
Vicar’s Croft, at 6 p.m.

Leicester.—Sunday : Russell Square, at 10.45 a.m.; Market Place, at 6.15 p.m. ;
Humberstone Gate, at 8 p.m. Monday : Belgrave, at 8. Tuesday: Sanvey
Gate, at 8. Wednesday: Braunstone Gate, at 8. Friday: Infirmary
Square, at 8. Saturday: ¢ Cross,” Belgrave Gate, at 8.

Liverpool.—Landing Stage, Sundays at 11.30 a.m. and 3 p m.

Manchester.—Saturday : Middleton market ground, at 7 p.m. Sunday : Philips-
Park Gates, at 11; Stevenson Square, at 3. Monday: Market Stceet,
Blackley, at 8.

Nottingham.—Sunday : Sneinton Market, at 11 a.in ; Great Market, at 7 p.m.

Sunday : Market Place at 11, 3, and:

Hoxton Church

Fri-

Norwich.—Saturday : Haymarket, at 8.

.30.

Yarmouth.—Saturday : Church Plain Trees, at 8 p.m. Sunday : Priory Plain,
at 11; DBradwell, at 11.30; London Boat Landing Stage, at 3; Colman’s
Granary Quay, at 7. Monday : Belton, at 8 p.m.
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PUBLICATIONS. THE %;HE »I?»ocialist League advocates Interna.bion:l
:0: tion: Socialism. That is to say t
o PEOPLE'S |y e T o

All pamphlets not published by the Socialist League
will in future be charged to Branches and Allied
Societies at the following rates :—1d. each,
1s. 6d. per quire of 26; 2d. each, 3s. ditto.

The following are now on hand—Price per thousand :
An Address on the Chicago Martyrs ... 4
Strikes and the Labour Struggle ... . 3
To Working Women and Girls ... 3
Socialism and “Public Opinion” ... 2
Bongs for the Workers (2 leaflets)—each 2

American Literature.
A few remainders—

Plutarch’s Lives of Famous Men ... .
Modern Christianity ». Heathenism
Bcholar in a Republic (Wendell Philipps)
The Great Strike : the Irrepressible &5} -

flict between Capital and Labour
‘What is Freedom ? When am I Free?
"The Railway Kings and an American Empire

[=X=NeNoRo}

OO0 OO
BB POO

MISCELLANEOUS.

“The Triumph of Labour. Memorial Car-

toon of the Great Dock Strike, Sept.

1889. With cardboard roll, 6d.; ar-
tist’s edition, ditto ... 1 0
Amazonia. A Foretaste of the Future. .
By Mrs. John Corbett . 1 0
The above Leaflets, at prices given, can be had
-from the Commonweal manager in any quantities by
Branches, members, or sympathisers, for distribution,
24, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London.

,Stanley’sORExploits ;

CIVILISING AFRICA.
PRICE ONE PENNY.

A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE FIENDISH ATROCITIES
COMMITTED UPON THE NATIVES OF AFRICA BY
THE “BrccANEER oF THE CoxGo.”

Commonweal Office, 24 Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s
Inn Fields, London, W.C.

JAS. LEATHAM'S PUBLICATIONS.

Songs for Socialists.
vised and enlarged.
Songs. 1d. .

“Stanley’s Exploits ; or, Civilising Africa.
A full account of the fiendish atrocities committed

upon the natives of Africa by the * Buccaneer of
the Congo.” 1d.

Jones’s Boy: Three Dialogues. 1d.

“The Only Thing that will Do.”
One of the Unemployed. 32 pages. 1d.

An Eight Hours Day with Ten Hours’
Pay. How to get it and how to keep it. 24 PP,
.crown 8vo. 1d.

Second edition, re-
Forty capital Socialist

By

James Leatnay, Printer, 15 St. Nicholas Street,
Aberdeen ; or
Commonweal Office, 24 Gireat Queen St., London, W.C.

THE

SOLIDARITY or LABOUR

A DRAWING
BY WALTER CRANE.

On fine toned paper, suitable for framing.

“Sent in cardboard protector, post free, 5d.
Per dozen, 2s.; by post, 2s. 3d.

Commonweal Office, 24 Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s
Inn Fields, London, W.C.

MEN v. MACHINERY.

-8nggestive Facts and Figures, urging National
Lontrol of National Powers of Production.
By THOMAS SHORE.

"With Preface by H. HALLIDAY SPARLING.
CoMMONWEAL OFFICE, 24 Great Queen Street, W.C.

PRESS

AN HONEST LABOUR PAPER, DEevorep
SOLELY TO THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKERS.

TuE PEOPLE’S PRESS is the official organ of a large
number of Labour Organisations, and the only repre-
sentative in the press of the Advanced Labour Party
and the ** New Unionismn.”

THE PEoPLE’s PRESs looks at all questions from the
worker’s point of view.

THe PEoPLE’S PRESs is absolutely independent of
pogtical parties, and fights Capitalists and Landlords
alike.

Large and increasing circulation. Excellent medium
for advertisements.

Editorial and Publishing Offices: 1 Hare Place,

Fleet Street, E.C.

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

The Freethinker. Edited by G. W. Foote.
Widest circulation of any Freethought
paper. ... Weekly 01

Mistakes ofMoses. By Col. R. G. Inger-
soll. Only coraplete edition in England 10

Reply -to Gladstone. By Ingersoll . 0 4

Rome or Reason? Reply to Cardinal
Manning. By Ingersoll 0 4
Bible Heroes. By G. W. Foote. First and
Second Series. . Each 10

Crimes of Christianity. By G. W. Foote

and J. M. Wheeler. Vol. I. . . 2 6
Infidel Death Beds Historic and Descrip-

tive. By G. W. Foote. Second edition.

Tenth Thousand. 8
Letters to the Clergy. By Foote 10

Is the Bible Inspired ? By Foote . 01

Complete Catalogue on application.
R. ForDER, 28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

CFREIHEIT

INTERNATIONAL ORGAN OF THE GERMAN-SPEAKING
ANARCHISTS.

EDITED BY JOHN MOST.
Subscription, 2s. per quarter ; under cover, 4s.

Miiller, Post Office Box 3135, New York, U.S.A.
or Office of Commonuweal.

“There will come a time when our silence will be
more powerful than the voices you strangle to-day.”

—AvGUST SPIES.

CHIGACO MARTYRS

THEIR SPEECHES IN COURT.

PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTION-
ARY SOCIETIES OF LONDON.
Now Ready, price Threepence.

Commonweal Office, 24 Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s
Inn Fields, London, W.C.

SOCIALIST CO-OPERATIVE

FEDERATION, LIMITED,

T LAMBS CONDUIT STREET, W.C.

Hammersmith and Chiswick Branch Store—

38 DEVONSHIRE ROAD, CHISWICK.

HE attention of all Socialists and Friends of Labour

in particular, and the Public gencrally, is called

to this enterprise, and to them an appeal is made to
make it a success by dealing and taking Shares.

Groceries and Provisions
of good quality and at lowest paying prices.

Orders amounting in value to 10s., or 5s. if not exceeding 201b.,
carriage paid in metropolis. Furniture, Clothing, Boots, etc.,
may be ordered from the Stores.

N.B.—No INTEREST PAID ON SHARES.

Apply for Price-list and further particulars to
J. TurNER (8.1..), Manager, 7 Lamhs Conduit Street.

consists of one class who live by owning pro-
perty and therefore meed mot work, and of
another that has no property and therefore
must work in order that they may live to keep
the idlers by their labour. Revolutionary
Socialism insists that this system of society,
which is the modern form of slavery, should
be changed to a system of Society which would
give every man an opportunity of doing useful
work, and not allow any man to live without
80 doing, which work could not be useful unless
it were done for the whole body of workers
instead of for do-nothing individuals. The
result of this would be that livelihood would
not L precarious nor labour burdensome.

Labou ' would be employed in co-operation, - - ..

and the struggle of man with man for bare
subsistence would be supplanted by harmo-
nious combination for the production of com-
mon wealth and the exchange of mutual
services without the waste of labour or mate-
rial.

Every man’s needs would be satisfied from
this common stock, but no man would be
allowed to own anything which he could not
use, and which consequently he must abuse by
employing it as an instrument for forcing
others to labour for him unpaid. Thus the
land, the capital, machinery, and means of
transit would cease to be private property,
since they can only be used by the combination
of labour to produce wealth.

Thus men would be free because they wouid
no longer be dependent on idle property-owners
for subsistence ; thus they would be brothers,
for the cause of strife, the struggle for subsis-
tence at other people’s expense, would have
come to an end. Thus they would be equal,
for if all men were doing useful work no man’s
labour could be dispensed with. Thus the
motto of Liberty, Fraternity, and Equality,
which is but an empty boast in a society that
upholds the monopoly of the means of produc-
tion, would at last be realised.

This Revolutionary Socialism must be In-
ternational. The change which weuld put an
end to the struggle between man and man,
would destroy it also between nation and
nation. One harmonious system of federation
throughout the whole of civilisation would
take the place of the old destructive rivalries.
There would be no great centres breeding race
hatred and commercial jealousy, but people
would manage their own affairs in communities
not too large to prevent all citizens from taking
a part in the administration necessary for the
conduct of life, so that party politics would
come to an end.

Thus, while we abide by the old motto
Liberty, Fraternity, Equality,
we say that the existence of private property

destroys Equality, and therefore under it there
can be neither Liberty nor Fraternity.

We add to the first motto then this other
one—

FROM EACH ACCORDING TO HIS
CAPACITY, TO EACH ACCORDING
TO HIS NEEDS.

‘When this is realised there will be a genuine
Society ; until it is realised, Society is nothing
but a band of robbers. We must add that
this change can only be brought about by com-
bination amongst the workers themselves, and
must embrace the whole of Society. The new
life cannot be given to the workers by a class
higher than they, but must be taken by them
by means of the abolition of classes and the
reorganisation of Society.
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