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NEXT- WEEK WILL BEGIN A
NEW SERIAL STORY

WILLIAM MORRIS

ENTITLED:

NEWS FROM NOWHERE:
BEING SOME CHAPTERS FROM A UTOPIAN ROMANCE.

FRENCH REVOLUTION. .
, L :
PARIS AFTER THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE—THE VETO.

Taz Bastille has fallen ; two of the worst: tyrants, Foulon and Berthier,
are - dead ; other oppressors have taken to flight before the storm of
opular rage. But what avails it? The Parisian workman has only
shed his blood that Bailly may be mayor of Paris and enjoy the spoils
of office;; that Lafayette—a liberal aristocrat, a soldier who gained his
laurels and his liberalism in the war for the liberation of the American
colonies from the dominion of England—may caracole through the
streets on his white horse and act the part of a Warren to the Paris
workmen. The people have new tyrants in the place of the old ones;
the middle classes have climbed into the places of the aristocrats, an
that is all that has been gained by the popular victory. :
Meanwhile, the middle classes are quite contented, and cannot under-
- stand why the people are not also satisfied. But there is little cause
for satisfaction. Distress has heightened ; bread is scarce ; many of
the rich aristocrats, as well as the more timid of the middle class, have
fled from Puris; workshops are closed, and the workers are left to
starve. But though “the rich have fled, the poor and destitute have
thronged into the capital, attracted by the roar of the revolution,
and hoping that in the centre of the movement life would be easier and
pleasanter. You may see now, throughout these months of August
and September, crowds of the people assemble round every baker’s shop
waiting in queue, or waiting in tail, as people wait to get their tickets
at a station, one by one, so that the first come may be tho first served.
This waiting calmly and quietly distinguishes the French people from
the English, for to-day at theatre doors you will see them waiting in
the same fashion, without any of that rough struggling and pushing
in which the weakest goes to the wall, which distinguishes our own
polite and refined race. But what causes this scarcity of bread?
Partly the bad harvest of the year before; also the fact that the
peasants and farmers, having got rid of their landlords by burning
their chateaux and hunting them away, had no need to sell their grain
for rent, but kept it for themselves ; and last but not least, the action
.of corn monopolists and royalist intriguers, who, partly moved by greed,
®and also by the desire to punish the inhabitants of the revolutionary
~xity, kept back the corn to starve them into submission.
It was no wonder, under these circumstances, that the middle-class
ue People grew very nervous. The revolutionary spirit was abroad ; the
~very street children conquered imaginary bastilles and waged wag
~ among themgelves. So general had the street warfare become that
~.the Town Council—so the ¢Histoire Parlémentaire’ of Buchez and
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this dangerous.and seditious practice on the part of-these little scamps.

Revolution was in the air. Every day there were the most terrible
rymours afloat as to the possibility of another rising. On Montmartre
—at that time a green hill, crowned with windmills, outside the city
walls—some seventeen thousand of starving men are employed at
digging holes and filling them up again—at the magnificent wage of
_ tenpence.a-day by the patriot municipality, that rides in its gilded
coaches and “preserves its places and its pensions.” Writers of the

", time declare that these poor wretches looked more like skeletons than

human beings after a course of this magnificent pay and the splendid

* '

diet—two. pounds of very had black-bread—procured by it. It is
suspected that plaster-of-Paris enters largely into the composition of
this bread. The people who eat it complain that “it produces an
effect upon the bowels, and causés the throat and palate to smart.”
But they are warned by a Town Hall proclamation to regard-thesa
trifling matters as nothing, or even as actually beneficial from a
medicinal point of view.

But to return to the Paris unemployed. These starving men are &
constant source of terror to the well-fed Municipals. Lafayette in his
capacity of general of the middle-clags National Guard has been to
harangue them, and doubtless to congratulate them upon living in an
age of liberty, upon tenpence a-day. He does not like their looks,
however ; and a few days afterwards, hearing that they are coming ta: .
sack Paris, he plants cannon loaded with_grapeshot at the barriers to
mow them down, and thus prepares indicate his. character as a
defender of French liberty. *Howevegithe rumour turned out to be
false, and they did not come. The Munficipal -Council at last gets rid
of “the utterly necessitous, digging on Montmatre.” They are pre-
sented with passes;and are «fismissed into space” with the small fortune:
of four shillings. Under the old government they would probably
have been whipped or hung as rebellious vagabonds; so it is possible
that they have gained something by the revolution. But poor Lafayette
has his hands full. There are strikes on all hands of famished opera-
tives, excited by the advent of the reign of liberty, which should surely
mean higher wages. The tailors, shoemakers, apothecaries, wig-makers
and hairdressers, are all out ; domestic servants, out of place through
the flight of the aristocrats and the rich middle class, also form a union
and hold open-air meetings with the other strikers, Lafayette and his
patrols keeping a wary eye upon them. .

But though it is an age of liberty, middle-class benevolence had not
reached its present high pitch. The middle class did not like strikes ;
in which they resemble their brothers nowadays ; but then they took no:
pains to disguise their dislike to such dangerous proceedings. Several
of the meetings are dispersed by main force, and with great brutality
by middle-class National Guards, who even wounded some honest
citizens with their bayonets. ’ . ¥

While Paris thus hovered on the brink of revolution, Versailles is
busy making the constitution, occasionally making it very quickly, as
on the 4th of August, when they abolished the feudal dues and tithes,
being aided in their work by the light of burning chateaux and the
roar of popular insurrection. They have just reached a critical stage
in its manufacture ; a large section of the Assembly, containing in its
ranks many ex-middle class revolutionists, desire to imitate as nearly
as possible the constitution of England. They want aHouse of Lords,
as a paper barrier against a revolted democracy ; they also want the
king to have a veto upon any laws passed by future- Assemblies; that
is, the king shall have the power of saying ‘“No” to anything the
Assembly may pass. That°this section was a inajority there can be
little 8oubt, for Mirabeau, whose influence was overwhelming, was"
quite in favour of the king having the veto, and, in fact, from this .
period he practically begins his reactionary courses; but the people
were not. They had overthrown the Bastille to get a better and
happier life for the poor, and they knew very well there was a very
small chance of getting anything of the kind when a king could law-
fully say “ No” to it. Therefore a fierce agitation grew up in Paris
against this veto. ,

In Paris at that time the revolutionists were in the habit of meetin
in the Gardens of the Palais Royal. It was there we saw the rev
lution break out, when Camille Desmoulins sprang-on a table outside
the Café de Foy and raised the cry *“To arms!” Here, according to
Camille, who was a constant attendant at these excited gatherings,
the business of the night was carried on in the ‘most free and easy- -
fashion, Angx citizen with his soul ' burning for the gopd of his’

| country could rush there, with a speech or motibn .that was absolutely

necessary for its salvation, mount his chair and begin. If he is

applauded he keeps on and carries his resolution, if he is hissed he

departs. Thus the people conducted, their business in the year 1789,
But though this may seem amusing to us, it was serious enough then ;

the Palais Royal was proud of its achievements.

signal for the revolution, and might perchance light up the flames of

393965

It had given the '
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the next. Theérefore, its opinion upon current questions was impor- of‘ﬁebekgislq.tive bodies are all paid, and paid well; and every five
tant.

Even Lafayette and Bailly dared not suppress these meetings ;
first, because they dreaded the consequences, and secondly, the grounds
of the Palais Royal were private property. They belonged to the
Duke of Orleans, a prince of the blood, who had hig eye upon the
throme and therefore favoured the popular cause.

But now the veto is likely to be carried through a traitorous As-
sembly ; the Palais Royal becomes highly excited; orators declaim
with furious vehemence amid shouting crowds. Strong resolutions are
passed ; strong speeches are made. Traitorous deputies are written to
and informed that if they vote for the Veto, there are fifteen t?ousand
men in Paris ready to march and “light up their chateaux.” hifteen
hundred men do get ready to march, and to “ remonstrate ” w2 these
traitors, the Marquis St. Huruge, an aristocratic popular o}}8r, at
their head. But Lafayette calls out his National Guard, the pocession
is stopped by fixed bayonets at barriers, and the processionists are
forced to return. Indignation meetings are held ; matters look so
sericus that insurrection seems imwinent. But the Assembly grew
alarmed j» the House of Lords or Senate idea is rejected, and the veto
is altered into suspensive veto, that is, the king could only postpone
his sanction to any measure beyond two sessions. At the same time
‘Lafayette falls h§ vily upon the Palais Royal, and St. Huruge is
thrown into prison. A slight disturbance one evening, not at all un-
likely to occur in an excited time, is taken advantage of to close the
meetings altogether. Other men likely to be dangerous, are also
arrested ; Marat is ordered to appear at the Town Hall to answer
for his “incendiary” articles.. The hawkers are not allowed to cry
without they get a license and a leaden badge; all meetings are
suppressed. National Guard patrols parade the streets with levelled
bayonets, dispersing chance groups. Camille Desmoulins, cnce a
starving advocate, now a brilliant journalist, has cleverly satirised the
proceedings of these gentry. He relates how, walking at night through
the narrow streets of Paris, he met a sentinel. ¢ ‘Take the footway
to the left,” cries the sentinel to me ; further on another shouts ¢ Walk
to your left, and in the Rue St. Marguerite two patrols cry to-
gether, ‘To the right’ ¢To the left” I have been obliged by
the district to take to the gutter.” Camille also complains, with a
certain amount of jocularity, of the arbitrary arrests by the National
Guards. He says one man hailleen arrested at the Café de Foy be-
cause he distributed several co of a pamphlet he had written (one
sympathises with the National Guards in this case) ; another because
he read a journal aloud; another because he walked about in the
Palais Royal, and so on.’

Such was Paris in the latter part of August and throughout Sep-
tember. The “glorious revolution is evaporating in tri-color cere-
monies and complimentary harangues.” Of which, as Loustolat,
another patriot journalist, calculates “upwards of two thousand have
been delivered within the last month at the Town Hall alone. Paris
groans under what the same writer calls with truth “a bourgeois
despotism, having for its aim the substitution of an aristocracy of rich
men for that of the nobles.”

.The middle-classes imagine the revolution is crushed, and shower
praises on Lafayette for his courage and promptitude. Complimentary
harangues are the order of the day, with the mutual admiration
society at the Town Hall ; but the people stand in queue, starving and
moaning for bread. On the whole, the situation is admirably summed
up by Carlyle, “ Ruthless patrols; long superfine harangues; and
scanty ill-baked loaves which produce effects upon the intestines.
‘Where will this end ¢ In consolidation?” We shall soon see.

D. J. NicoLr,

THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC AND ENGLISH
RADICAL REFORMERS.

Tax writer of the following pages, having lived for many years in the
Argentine Republic, where, almost from the establishment of its inde-
pendence, the whole so-called Radical programme of this country has
- been in practice, wishes to point out how utterly useless all political
reforms are while economic conditions are opposed to freedom. This
they will see by a plain statement of facts as to what has fallen under
the writer’s own notice in the Republic.
- But first I must show how thoroughly free” the country is in a
political sense. You have, in the first place, a republic modelled after
the United States, with a fine free Constitution (on paper), which
.declares all men free and equal, and the rest of it. Then you have
universal suffrage for all native-born citizens, or foreigners who choose
to be naturalised, which these latter very seldom do, there being a very
great advantage in nof possessing a vote, as I shall prove further on.
Then you have vote by ballot, and an arrangement by which minorities
shall be secured representation. You have free education in public
schools. Land is free, and is sold freely in the market like any other
commodity. There is no law of primogeniture, a man’s property being
diyided equally among all his cbildren if he die without making a will,
and if he make one the law only allows him to dispose of a small
.; peveentage away from them. ’ g
Again, every Province—which corresponds to # State ” in the United
- States—has its own executive, ministers, Senate, and House of Repre-
semtatives, but no house of hereditary legislators as in England. There
is no Ireland there to lift a Parnell into popularity or power for his
noble efforts in her cause, or a Grand Old Man verging on eighty years
of age who has suddenly found out the justice of it. The members

years: there is a fresh election (more’s the pity).

All this we have, and more also ; and yet in that favowred. land the
rights and feelings of the posrare-trampled on by the rich and powen:
ful in a way which would be inoredible except to one who, lilke myself,,
has seen it with his own. epes. The right of suffrage, alse, far froms
being an advantage, has been amdis a dresdful disadvantage to the
poor man possesging it * .

In thé year 1871 I lamded in Buemos Ayres, in the month of July,
and in the month of October I started with an expedition of English
engineers to cross the Pampa to Chile and survey a line of railway
then projected. Mr. Robert Crawford, a well-known civil engineer,
was chief of the expedition, and it was considered to be & difficult and

- dangerous work, owing to the line running through country continually

traversed by the Indians, the personel was numerous, and a medical
officer was required, which appointment I received. '

The starting-point was Chivilcoy, the then most westerly point of
the Western Railway of Buenos Ayres, and there we were informed
we should find carts, cattle, and peons (native labourers) waiting for us.
And sure enough there they were, particularly the peons, who had beén
carefully lodged in jail pending our arrival! On enquiry, Mr. Craw-
ford was informed that it was the usual thing to db in such cases, as
otherwise these free citizen-voters might repent and give up their
engagement. ’

Does this seem incredible? No doubt it does; and it was very
surprising to us, who had just come from a benighted country where
universal suffrage and republicanism were unknown ; but you will find
by the sequel that such treatment of our peons is merely typical of
what the class receives in all respects and on all occasions. Mr.
Robert Crawford, after his return to England, published a book,
¢ Across the Pampa and the Andes,” in which he relates the history of
the expedition, and in which will be found mention of the circumstance
I have just stated. I found it particularly strange myself, as I had a
short time before terminated a three years’ residence in the United
States, and believed at the time that republicanism and universal
suffrage were not vain words. I thought that the vote was a protec-
tion to a man against such treatment, and I found myself at a horrible
disadvantage when arguing afterwards with members of the staft who
upheld rival institutions. :

Well, before I recovered from the shock of this disposal of our free .
voters, I was called by the commissary officer of the expedition, Mr.
Bookey, son of an Irishman born in the country, and who acted as our
interpreter, to introduce me to a fine old Quixote-looking officer in”
uniform kepi and cavalry sword. This I was told was Captain Cabrera,
commanding officer of—the peons of the expedition! that is to say,
the Argentine peons or workers, the free men brought up in the enjoy-
ment of universal suffrage and republicanism ; the foreign workers, of
whom we had about twenty, English and Germans, were not expected
to submit to the orders of the captain. Cabrera was an officer of
National Guards only, but it was quite sufficient that he wore a uniform
and a sword, for the peons, accustomed to the most slavish submission to
authority, to obey him unquestioningly, and as we have seen, to submit
to be thrust into jail by him, for fear they might break their contract.

Well, we started after much delay, owing to the villainy of- the
Government contractors, who supplied us with almost useless animals
at the price of good ones. But we did not cross the Pampa as at first
intended, for, when arrived about seventy leagues from Chivilcoy, the
danger of being attacked by Indians was so great that the officers of
the frontier declared we would require a very large escort of soldiers,
and this the Government refused to give us. Consequently it was
resolved to pass on from fort to fort of the frontier and get to the
Andes as quickly as possible, there to join the engineers who set out
from the Chilian side, and do the really difficult part of the survey
first. We thus had the opportunity given us of seeing what the life
of the Argentine citizen-soldier on tke frontier was. )

And what did we find? We found the soldiers delivered into the
worst kind of slavery to their officers, and no regard whatever paid to.
anything they had a legal claim to as “rights.” They were never paid,
and were abominably fed and clothed. We were told by the officer at
one fort that for ten months they had not had supplies of any kind,
and subsisted entirely by hunting. They were retained in service as.
long as their officers chose, without any regard to the term of their
conscription or the time they were condemned to serve as punishment
—service in the army being one method of chastising malefactors. In
some places the spldiers were kept at hard labour cultivating the
ground for the benefit of the commanding officer. .

Is it not a wonder that the power of the vote, and the benefit of a
free republican constitution, did not save these men from such injustice ?

- Be it remembered that they were, with the exception of the criminals,

free citizens, who were sent to serve their country on the frontier for
thrke years, in obedience to the law ! All will, however, be pnderstoo‘d
when you learn what the law was and the life these men lead in their
homes.

Finally the expedition came to an end after nine months, and &
useless expenditure of seventy odd thousand pounds, for the line was
never constructed. We returned to Buenos Ayres, and I settled down
in a country town (Navarro). Here I was not long settled, when, one
day observing unusual bustle about the Juzgado, which in every town
is a building which includes town hall, court of justice, jail, and police
barrack, I was told that the contingent for frontier service had been
brought in, and was as usual lodged in jail. Presently I met one of
the members of the municipality, a kind, good-hearted man, who told
me that in the contingent was oue man that he knew, who had a wife

*»
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;_ndmhﬂdl‘en. and that h:, Had"been dmgged i:.way;rom his home,
and unless great efforts were made ot his behalf with she authorities,
‘e woulll be sent to'ghe frontiei and ﬁjg family left to shift for them-
‘”1-,61_1- gnquiry then, and og':cfre

i Wag a cOmBIon case.

orwar tnd that
a8 no regulation as te agefor family,

r aaything ek, Wth}‘ ¢ontingent wag réguired parties of
rsotted police-were I'eng vere difagged from their homes

with agitfle considerat
The wholé thing wis u
Partido, the so-called jindies ; e e Paz), and of course
“the first taken vweg&?ih'"‘f’h'&jﬁ %1 grudge against. Glorious thingsy
Universal Suffrage, B,Pdﬁ)libanismx and “free” institutions ! I suppose’
part of their « rgédém’?:t;onsigts in" their. gentle toleration of such
little matters as thig froptier service, “What a. vile slavery it pro-
duced, and how dreadful were its effects on the social condition and
even tlre very character of the poor peasants! It had up to this been
a source of great astonishment to me to see the slavish attitude of the

e hunt in Africa.
of one man in the

> peath (Juf

poor Gauchos (another name for peasant or peon) in the presence of

vich men or those in authority, but % now began to understand it.
_ o ' . JouN CREAGHE.
(To be continued.) :
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. INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

* FRANCE. . :

The Federation des Peuples; which owes its existence to Amilcare
«Cipriani, has launclyed an appeal to all the Socialists of France and Italy,
inviting them to take part in a Franco-Italian Socialist Congress to be held
at Cannes on the 11th and 12th inst. This ‘“Fédération” ‘has now estab-
lished bmanches at Livorno, Genua,” Palermo, ‘Spezia, Turino, Rome, Paris,
Lyon, Marseilles, Nice, Canugs, Grasse, Vallauris, Le Cannet, etc., and in-
tends at this préposed Congress to crgaté a new League of Peace in order
to “counteract the infernal diplomatic’ manceuvres of the so-called Triple
Alliance.” All communications to be sent to Joanés Sagnol, chairman of
grovisi)onal Committee, at” Le Cannet, near Cannes. (Alpes-Maritimes,

rance).

The Chamber of Deputies have validated the election of the “Sécialist”
Joffrin, whom the electors of Clighancourt had contemptuously refused td
elect as-their deputy, giving over 3,000 votes more to the other candidate,
General Boulanger ; and the “ Sacialist” Joffrin, being a Possibilist, z.e., a
man who thinks that the most shameful thingsare feasTle when they result
in a “possible ” advantage for hiwself, bas agcepted the validation of his
pseudo-mandate at the hands of Constans, the Miuister of the Interior, who
prostitutes universal suffrage as he has prostituted everything else. Matters
are swiftly ripening in France now. We shan’t have to wait long for a
general uprising, and let us hope that once broken out there, it may spread
all over Europe.

GERMANY.’

The fnonster trial at Elberfeld lingers on, and there seems to be no end of
it. Cbristmas is over and New Year has passed away, and in all
probability*the judicial farce will continue for another month or so. It
seems, however, as if the Nupkinses began to be ashamed of the performance ;
for, now and again, they order a “gentleman” who has been too good and

in a witness to be arrested on acgpunt of an “alleged falsehood.” The
who gives the most trouble to the tribunal is a certain Kamhoff,
commissioner of police by profession and * gentleman-breeder” by trade.
Quite a dozen of that Kamhoff’s “gentlemen” have already been ¢ dis-
covered,” and the Sozialdemokrat has it that others will come to the fore.
There will be quite a leakage in the system after this trial.

‘Whilst we were writing the preceding lines a Mr. Pinoff, public prosecutor
by profession, was howling down our comrades in his speech for the pro-
secution, and everybody can find out, by the perusal of his indigestive
prose, that He has been speaking “ by command of his master,” the brutal
iron Chancellor. He proposes to send Bebel to prison for 15 months,
because he is supposed to be the leader of a secret society that has never
existed ; Grillenberger, 12 months, for having been Bebels’ lieutenant in the
same conspiracy ; and Harm, 12 months, too, for the same imaginary offence,
but in reality because all three are members of the Reichstag and in the
way of Bismarck. They must go out of the way—that’s al|, For thirty-
two other accused Pinoff demands from 6 to 9 months; for twenty-five
others, 3 months’ jail, and so on. Five are to be discharged, in order that
the judicial farce may appear to have been a fair one. Pinoff has stated in
his speech that Commissioner Kamhoff, the liar, is a model of an official, and
that all those “ gentlemen,” who have been found out during the trial to be
in the pay of the secret police, are the fine flewr of society, and deserve well
of “their dear Fatherland.” One would not believe it if it was not in
Germany that such things happen. But in Germany !

Just as we are going to press the news comes that the trial is over, and
that Mr. Pinoff has by no means got all that he asked for, and that Bebel,
Grillenberger, and Schumacher had to be let go.

During last year Germany’s prisons have been filled by 350,666 delin-
quents. Out of that number 552 were convicted of offences against his
“Majesty,” and sizty-one thousand cight hundred and siz for offences against
religion, state, or public order. And Germany is the most civilized land on
earth, you know. A “blessed ? civilization it is, indeed !

BELGIUM.

The miner’s strike for an increase of wages from 15 to 20 per cent. con-
tinues to spread throughout the basip of Charleroi. The movement is
rapidly extending to pits in other basins, and the number of men out has’
Dow reached a total of over 10,000. At the Mambourg, Sacré-Madame,
Pays de Lidge, and Houilléres-Unies mines, the strike has assumed large
Proportions, very few men remaining at work; the Monceau-Fontaine,
AMmercceur, and Rochelle cclliery men are likely to be out on strike by this
time. At the Ormont mines the men gtruck, then resumed work, and
finally went out again. Here are some figures showing the extent and dis-
tribution of the strike : Charleroi, 2,500 men out ; Dampremy, 270 ; Mon-
tigny, 1,200; Gilly, 500; Lodelinsart, 650 ; Jumet, 1,300 ; Roux, 450 ;
Chatelineau, 900 ; Fleurus, 800 ; Lodelinsart, 500 ; Marchiennes, 1,000. The
strike movement is spreading from one basin to the other, and it is very

. - B A ¥ X y
probable that a general'strike throughout the Belgian coal districts is near
at hanid,” The emplo¥ays refuse to give way to the miner’s claims. - The
colliers say, arnd with:full #, thac last year the mines realised a profit
of mote than twelve millions-and'a-half of francs, and that now the profit
is still gréater.” The miners are going to hold a mass meeting at Brussels,
in order to'lay'their case before the general public. It is also prgbable

“that ip a very few days the mefallurgical workers will have to leave work,

tireir industry being nearly at a standstill for want of coal.

HOLLAND: )

It is quite possible that erelong a lot mare of those “ blarsted foreigners,”
as the London philanthropistcalls our Continental friends, ‘will come over
to this metropolis, Seven thowsand diamond cutters mand polishers are out
of work in Amsterdam, not through al(liy labour dispute .or competition, but
because they can no longer get diamonds to cug. At a meeting which they
have held to consider their position, & resolution was proposed to transfer
the industry to London. A final decision has not yet been arrived at, but
it is stated that negotiations have been opened by their representatives for .
this purpose witlr several of the leading merchants here. The control of
the great diamond-fields are now practically in the hands of companies or
firms whose headquarters are in London, and it is said that hither also the
best rough diamonds find their way for manipulation. Where the diamonds
are, as long as the bourgeois™attach any value to these coals, there the
cutters must be also. If jewels do not go to Amsterdam to be cut, the
Dutchmen think they must come to London to cut them. Heuce the pro-
posed' exodus ; but perhaps a good many cutters will also stop at Antwerp,.
where there are some leading tirms too dealing in that useless stuff. We
hope that if these * blarsted foreigners” come over here they will soon join
the ranks of the Socialist organisations, or-form a new Dutch Socialist
Society in London, thus reviving the old one which some ten years ago did
good service for the Cause. ; .

DENMARK.

‘I am very pleased to announce that another church has become the pro-
perty of the Socialists. Our Danish comrades at Helsingor have bought a
church of that locality for the sum of 40,000 kroner, and are about to
transform it into a- revolutionary meeting-hall. Bravo, comrades ! This is
the third church, as far as we know, which has undergone a similar trans-
formation. The Belgian Parti.ouvrier meet in a vast building called La
Maison du Peuple (The People’s House), which was forinerly a Jewish
temple of worship or synagogue. Our Dutch comrades at the Hague have
bought the Walhalla building, which formerly was a Lutherian church. If
only we could buy all the churches, nay, confiscate thcm, what splendid
meeting-places we would have! And no more “cant” howled down from -

the “sacred ” pulpits !
RUSSIA. ,

A few days ago died at Kieff an individual who has richly deserved to be
cursed by all lovers of justice, Theodor Trepoff, formerly prefect of police
at St. Petersburg. He began his career as a fiendish bloodhound at Var-
sovia, where, at the time of the Polish insurrection, he prosecuted his
victims in such a barbarous way that he was actually compelled to leave his
post as chief of the police there. But he remained in favour with the Czar,
and was put at the head of the police department at St. Petersburg. There
he became the real torturer of the Nihilists ; but there also it was that, at
the summit of his power, he was.reached by the bold arm of a courageous
woman, the heroic Vera Zassulitch, who lodged a bullet in his body because
he had ill-treated one of her political friends in a prison cell. After the
acquittal of Vera Zassulitch, he had to leave public life altogether under
the pressure of public opinion. He died with the Nibilist bullet still in
his body. May his fate be a warning for other scoundrels of the same
stamp ! Vicror DAVE.

TeE FuNERAL OF A MURDERED YWORKMAN.—Last Sunday the East Lon-
don Socialists, with bands and banners, attended the funeral of a journeyman
baker, who was killed by his master’s son. He was a member ‘of .the

. Bakers’ Union, and a fortnight ago claimed 2s. on account of overtime, which

bis master refused to pay. He therefore gave a week’s *notice to leave, and
at its expiration was refused payment of his wages altogether, but insteall
received a blow on the back of the neck from the master’s son which stretched
him insensible on the pavement. He was taken to the London Hospital,
and a little later the police called at the hospital and took him in custody
on a charge of drunkenness ; and as that was found to be false, he was taken
back to the hospital and refused admission. The next day he died of his
injuries about four hours after his admission to the German ITospital. At
the last moment we were informed that the Bakers’ Union had decided to
have no speeches over the grave, but simply a burial service ; so we held a
meeting outside the cemetery gates—the speakers being Cantwell, Kahn,
and another English comrade—to explain the circumstances and protest
against the leniency of the treatment which the murderer has received
(allowed out on trifling bail). The capitalist press, as usual, although eager
to dilate on the hardships of an Irish laadlord or grinding capitalist, pass
over the murder of a workman in silence. T. C.

NOTICE.—CeNTRAL METROPOLITAN BrANCH S.L.—This Branch is now being
formed for the purpose of utilising the central meeting room for lectures and
entertainments. Out-door work will be commenced so soon as weather permits.
London members wishing to join should send in at once to F. Kitz, 24 Great
Queen Street. KEntrance-fee, 6d.; subscription, 1d. per week. First meeting
will be announced in Gommonweal.
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.DO YOU AGREE?

Do you agree with us that the social awakening of the workers
is a desirable end? Do you agree with us that we are working

in the right way to achieve that end?

You do not? Then oppose us and prove us wrong on every
platform and in every paper to which yow can gain access/

You do agree? Then work with us and for us; help us to
extend owr circle of influence; let mo day pass in which you have
not interested some one in our propagandal

There is no middle course for an honest man !/

) NOTES.

“ At the convention of tramps of the United States, held in Wilkes-
barre, Pa., the other day, after a full and free. discussion as to the
causeg which contributed to the lengthening of the list of tramps.in
this cdzntry; the following resolutions were adopted,” according toythe:
Boston Herald, by a majority vote : -

¢ Resolved, that the [American tramp is the fruit of the policy formed by eur
millionaires and graspivg monopolies, who, with the aid of improved machinery,
are driving honest worlgmen from the factories and mills of the country.

** Resolved, that wekkamps stand togetber for our own protection.” .
“The minority were % favour of placing a small share of the blame for
the tramp’s misery on the tramp himself, but it is needless to say that
the proposition was frowned upon.” - This is what the Herald thinks’
is a joke; but, when it has done laughing, I should like it to explain
where the joke comes in. At the same time, it might take oceasion to
explain, if it.can, the true causes of the tramp’s existence.

In the Rosario (Argentine) Reporter of Nov. 12 there was a para-
graph which seems to illustrate comrade Creagh’s article, and from
which, as “gladly reproduced ” by the Buenos Ayres Southern Cross,
I take the following :

“The Englishman . . . who was . . . some four months ago charged on his
own confession with having killed a man in self defence, was set at liberty on
the 3lst ult. Mr. Dechan . . . has kept his word, and if we mistake not this is
Jifty odd English speaking persons whom Mr. Deehan has set at liberty within
the last twelve months. It is with great pleasure that we give this item, and
more so when we see that it is done in a most disinterestcd manner, merely out.
of the generous disposition of Don Jorge.” : . '

On the face of it this looks as though the man had been detained
without enquiry, and released, equally without trial, through what the
Southern Crcss cails the “philanthropic endeavours” of Mr. Deehan,
and what the Reporter admiringly stylespthe “ generous disposition of
Don Jorge,” whoever that digpitary may be. It reads like the
free and easy ¢ justice ” of Haroun Alraschid in the ¢ Arabian Nights,”
rather than the staid administration of the law in a free and enlight-
ened republic. But if Don Jorge would like to explain, our columns.
are open to him.

Don Jorge might also enlighten us as to what became of the items
in this little list, from the Southern Cross of Nov. 15 :

¢« During September the police arrested 2,690 persons for crimes and offences :
108 for fighting, 169 for wounding, 149 for using arms, 116 for robbery and
swindling, 6 for infanticide, 3 for highway robbery, 15 for homicide,-5 for rape,
6 for incendiarism, etc. 20 criminals avoided arrest.”
They have got the machinery of law-'n’order to a high pitch of develop-
ment if only twenty “criminals” in all that vast country “avoided
arrest”! And all the unfortunates who didn’t “avoid arrest,” were
they detained without trial, or set frec by the * generous disposition ”
of somebody or another !

The Staats Courant of the South African Republic contains an
extraordinary list of unclaimed letters, all addressed to persons of
English names. What a tale such a list tells of the influx of afiiwen-
turers to the gold-fields, all of them evidently not knowing of any
settled address to which their letters may be addressed. So says the
Cape Argus. Does it not also tell a tale of the social conditions which
have driven out so many men to try a desperate fall with fortune?

IN LANCASHIRE.

A VALUABLE lesson in labour organisation wmay be learnt from the
disastrous result to the workers of the Manchester gas strike. The
new labour movement had made great progress among the various
classes of ynorganised workers in Lancashire. It was not hampered
by oid traditions, or by leaders pledged to a policy of the past, but
was working on the lines of an active militant organisation impatient
to show its power.

Within three months it had won for the gas workers of Manchester,
Salford, and the smaller Lancashire towns, a reduction of hours -f_rom
eight to twelve daily, with an increase of wages in many cases, besides
other concessions. The men’ of the health department of the Man-
chester Corporation, over 1,000 in number, also cbtained & considerable
advance of wages, all of which was achieved without having to resort
to a strike. 1In the case of Berry’s blacking factory, where about 200
men had joined the union, a four day’s strike sufficed to gain an advance
in wages of about 15 per cent.

All this was accomplished by the sheer force of determined action
on the part of the workers themselves, and was not by any means the
outcome of the generalship of brilliant *leaders.” It was estimated that
in Lancashire 12,000 men had joined the union. .

Yet the union was not without its leaders whose threats of bring-
ing “ their” men out on strike Were not infrequent, even when the
men were winning hands down. Indeed, an overbearing vanity seemed
their chief qualification for wielding the authority which attached to
their position. Now, the lesson begins when the startling fact comes
out, that the workers themselves had but a slight' acquaintance with

the rules and working of their union, leaving its management wholly

.
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in thé hands of one or two officials and a commitfpe selected by the
latter. '

No doubt the rank and file knew pretty well what they wanted,
though they certainly did not understand the action of their leaders,
who, intoxicated with the authority they exercised over their fellow-
workers, were doing, or were about to do, so much for the. men without
consulting them as to their wants, and assuming. the glory beforehand.
The result of this passiveness, want of initiative, and readiness to be
sled” on: the men’s part was, that they never guite comprehended
what was going forward in the agitation, and aN--fed themselves to be
hurried into an ill-planned line of action which”*ndad, as it was doomed
to end, in ignominious failure.

Thus was the union demoralised internally, at the same time that it
lost the public confidence which it had created. But what chiefly ex-
plains how the men were duped—I cannot use a milder term—was
the promise made them that they would receive financial aid from the
executive of the General Labourers’ and Gas Workers' Union in
London in. case of @ strike. It does not appear,” however, that the
latter body was in any way to blame, The Manchester gas men came
out after working a fortnight's notice, the reason being blacklegism—
four “blacklegs” were in the works, three of whom had asked to' be
admitted to the union, and one resigned and went away—they were
joined by their Salford brethren, whose only reason was to do the
same as the Manc¢hester men.

Had they been allowed to remain in when their notices were up,
they would gladly have done so. Much irritation was felt, and not
unjustly so, against the leaders when it was found that the promised
supplies were not forthcoming. Certain it is, that the strike would
not then have taken place had this been clearly known from the first.
Of course the strike was then virtually over, the men showing a com-
plete absence of spirit or determination. So much as to how one of
Labour’s battles was fought and—lost before it began. .

Tt is surprising how soon men forget benefits when they encounter a
reverse ; and reverses are inevitable under the existing conditions of
the struggle between Labour and Capitalism.

The old trade unions have ceased to be a power, for the struggle to-
day is keener, more general though less hopeless ; and the new unions
in their endeavours to organise unskilled labour, if showing some
advance on thg old in their methods, display very little in their aims.

For this reason Socialists will be wise not to expect much from the
attempts cf the trade unions, old or new, to permanently improve the
position of the toilers as a whole through strikes, and the policy of
passive submission to law and authority, which they almost invariably
adopt. Starvation is a poor resource to fall back upon, yet that is
what the ordinary strike supplies the workless worker with in greatest

. abundance. A strike will in future be of very little effect unless some
positive policy is adopted, in place of the merely negative one of
seeinglipow long suffering can be endured, in order only to gain some
small Immediate want. .

There are some curious things in the way of labour unions in Man-
chester. The Tramway Employés’ Association is one of these absurd-
ities. Founded about'six months ago, during an attempt on the part
of a few guards to' strike, it has now got nearly all the tram and bus
men in its ranks. We bave watched it of late going a-begging round
all the “nobility and gentry,” J'P.'s, M.P.’s, baronets, and other
“gentlemen,” to obtain patrons. It appears to have succeeded fairly
well. For a treasurer it has been honoured by a Tory brewer, the
proprietor of some of the vilest slums in the city.

The secretary, one of the tram guards, explained the other day that
their association was in no way antagonistic to the tramway directors,
nor to any employers’ interests ; that the men were very well satisfied
(as well they may be, working only seventeen hours a-day for wages
ranging from 2s. 6d. to 5s. !), for the directors had kindly allowed them
a half-day off once a fortnight. He also disclaimed any sympathy
whatever on the part of his union for.the unfortunate gas-men, believ-
ing that if the tram-men had obtained half as much they would have
been more than satisfied. Whoever reads this will hardly be very
much surprised to learn that the list of patrons is “ swelling wisibly.” .

At a mass meeting of the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants
in St. James's Hall, Manchester, a large number of “gentlemen,”
capitalists, and others with handles to their names, have been admonish-
ing the men, extolling the wealsh of the society, and the noble work

-"it did in maintaining orphans of railway servants and other charitable
.projects. Small wonder that a new union has been formed for the
slaves of the line! .

The State Church can boast—or rather lament, perhaps—that one
at least of its great ones in this district is on the side of the masses.
The Dean of Manchester, Dr. Oakley, has manfully taken the part of
the gas-stokers by defending them in the press and among his brother
parsons, by doing whith he has obtained the heartiest hatred from the
privileged classes, All honour to him and to any who dare to incur
the ill-will of society by stepping out of high places to champion the
cause of the poor and the helpless, W. B.
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OGRE MONOPOLY.

Oare Moncpoly ‘walks the land,
Blasted his path and gory ;

Sycophants ready on every haund, .
Shout forth his praise and glory. -

Ogre Monopoly’s eye is cold,
Sharp are his fangs and streaming :
With the blood of the lambs from the people’s fold,
He laughs at his victini’s screaming.

Ogre Monopoly laughs, I say—
Laughs at the cry of sorrow ; .
He tears and rends his fill to-day,
He will bunger for more to-morrow.

.
Ogre Monopoly groweth strong,
Aye, daily he groweth stronger ;
Ever and ever his thought is Wrong—
Shall Monopoly reign much longer ?

Shall blasted homes and bitter lives
Form sauce for the Ozre’s dinner ?
Shall freemen groan in his cruel gyves,

And the saint be spurned by sinner ?

Shall Ogre Monopoly rend and rack
Our women, our yaung, forever ?

Look back, men! Look at his ghastly track |
Shut your teeth: By God, No! Never!

Shall Ogre Monopoly own the earth ?
Shall the one be as the seven ?

Shall he claim our babes at their very birth,
And take toll at the gates of Heaven ?

Shall Ogre Monopoly drink our tears ?
Shall he nourish his spawn on toil ?

Shall he find bis sport in the people’s fears ?
And see in their woes but spoil ?

No ! Ogre Monopoly, down you go!
Down ’neath the stroke of sorrow ;

The harvest is as the seed you sow :
Destruction is ripe to-morrow.

Ogre Monogoly, reap your field,
Haggard and beunt and hoary,
But curse yourself as you curse the yield—
The seed was yours—and gory !

Jowrnal of United Labour. GuorcE H. CANDLER,

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA.

THE Johannesberg famine scare is pretty well over, the drought having
broken up. Wagons laden with food-stutfs came in freely, and prices came
down alittle. However, things are bad for the workers every way, and
many mechanics and other tradesmen are idle. When I said, in my letter -
of October 4th, that “ The curse of enforced idleness was not so much to be -*
dreaded here as in Britain,” 1 meaut it to refer to tradesmen and this part |
of South Africa ouly. Of unskilled labourers there are many out of em-
ployment, and the condition of the greater part of those in work is as bad
as that of their fellows in Britain—nay, in some ways 1t is slightly worse, if
that be possible—for in some cases you may.find men working alongside of
natives suffering from leprosy, and on the Government railways. They are
simply boycotted, except about the stations. Caffre labourers are easily got
at from 2s. to 3s. per day, and are employed for two reasons :—F'irst, cheap-
ness ; second, because they can be driven about like cattle without question.
Should they®absent themselves from work for a single day, they are lodged
in gaol for fourteen days, with the option of a £1 fine, w hich, for their
ability to pay, might as well be £500. ‘
Many of. the natives sleep in the “bush” and in “kloofs” of Table
Mountain, whilst their main food is “snock and rice.” Snock is a large,
coarse kind of fish, very pleatiful and cheap, which, when sun-dried, stinks
like the very devil, but is thought good enough for Caffres. I am inclined .
to believe that leprosy is induced more by the conditions of life among the -
natives and the general rottenness of the garbage they are forced to feed-:
upon than from any ¢ germ” theory yet thuught of. Cheap and nasty has.
a horrible meaning here, the fruit and vegetable trade, being mostly in .

‘the hands of natives, who are patronised by many of the rich and middle -

class on account of their cheapuess in selling ; but when one sees, as can be -
seen in Cape Town often enough, fruits and vegetables being vended by
natives whose hands bear the loathsome marks of leprosy, then one can
understand the high price paid for cheapuess after all! And yet many
of the lepers refuse to go to the Leper Settlement at Robben Island,
for much the same reason as many people in Britain refuse to go to the
poorhouse. '

In Kimberly—diamond-fields—just now, there are dozens of men of all
trades and no trade going idle, whilst in Johannesberg they have been forced
to erect a night shelter for the unemployed. Henry George says with the
locomotive comes the tramp. In this case the tramp has come before the
locomotive. - Much nearer the mark would it have been, had he said that .
with capitalism comes tramp and paupers, scamps, sharebrokers, shareholders
and scoundrels of all kinds.

The South African Chartered Company have despatched thirty men to.-
join the colonial police force under Colonel Carrington on the borders of
Matabeleland, which force they have subsidised in their own interest, and
not in the interest of Britain will this force be used.

Britain’s bribe to the Transvaal Government for leave to run a railway to.
Johannesberg is likely to give the Special Commissioner, Sir. Francis De-:
Winton, some trouble.  Five hundred of the Swazi warriors waited upon the
Commission and told them in pretty plain speech that they were an inde-
pendent nation, and recognised no right of Britain to hand them over to the-
Dutch Boers or the British either. However, the British capitalists want.
a railway to the gold-tields, and Swaziland is the price demanded by the-
Transvaal Republic ; and as the payment comes not out of the pockets of the-
capitalists there—it will be paid.

Cape Town, December 5th, 1889, J. B.
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THE LABOUR 'STRUGGLE.
The Gas-stokers’ Strike,

_Already the menare beginning to taste the tender mercies of the Jaw,
which we are so often told exists as much for the benefit of the poor as the
rich.. It appears that on Saturday December 21st a body of police who were
escorting a number of blacklegs from the railway station to the East Green-
wich Gas-works, were attacked by a crowd of strikers and their sywpathisers
in Marsh Lane, Greenwich. A lively scrimmage followed, police and black-
legs faring very badly, several being severely injured ; one sergeant is now
suffering from concussion of the brain. Although the police made no arrests,
yet they determined to have someone ; so warrants were issued, and four men
~—Parker, Minter, Jarvis, and Brown—were charged at Greenwich Police-

-court on Thursday Dec. 26 with assaulting the police. OF %ourse the worthy
. officers found no difficulty in swearing that the prisoners were in the crowd
Three of the men—®Parker, Minter,
s—were sentenced to one month’s hard labour, while the fourth,
received two months., In one case, at least, that of Parker, it s

and Jarvi;
‘Brown,

very uncertain if the police have got hold of the right man ; for after the |’
trial a clergyman appeared who stated that he was “a most respectable |

 CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION

young man,” and a member of his congregation. ¥t was no use, however ;

the magistrate had passed bhis sentence; which could not be alteved. It is
~quite evident that the officials of middle-class law and order are determined

to back up Mr.

the recent labour revolts the magistrates have seized every opportumity for
. passing brutal sentences upon the strikers, In this instance the dullest can

see that the magistrate cared very little whether the men before him had
.:is:)auul'tcd the police or not. ‘They were “on strike,” and that was quite
. ga., .

The same spirit was shown by Mr. Bridge at Bow Strzeb on Saturday
Dee. 28 in dealing with the case of Henry Weir. It appears the prisoner
bad, according to the evidence of some veracious police-constables, rocom--
mended the people, at a meeting in Hyde Park, to slaughter Mr. Livesey.
Now at present there is nothing but the word of these trmxhful gentlemen
to prove that Weir actually used the words, yet the magistrate refused all
bail, and thus passed a sentence of five days’ imprisonment upon a man who
had possibly not even committed the *otfence” with which he was charged.

Livesey to the full extent of their power. Throughout al | .
. TR Jourth amnual comwention of the American Federation of Labour was

|

Though if he had, it was surely no great crime for anyone % be gtunzinto
strong language at the sight of the misery caused by the crafs and' grsed of
a wily hypocrite. I would like to know, if people are to be sentenced to

. months of hard labour for intimidation ard strong language, what puuish-
. ment bas the Jaw for a man like Mr. Livesey, who is readz to inflict arael

sufiering upon thousands in order to reign as an irresponsible tyrans over
No, there is no legal punishment for M. Livesey. He
is a worthy aud respectable citizen, whe is quite free to intlizt a sentence of
. wholesale starvation upon thousands of the common herd, while the law will
,protect him from even a threat from the sufferers by kis. cunniag and
.cruelty.

There has been a prolonged controversy between Mr. Yivesey and: the-
Strike Committee in the press. The good gentleman is verw much anaoyed
because the committee has published his scheme in its original form.. ltis
such barefaced imposition that even he is ashamed of it. He says that he
has made alterations, but as the men who had signed, had signed the oziginal
agreement, the alterations would have made lttle difference to them, and
Mr. Livesey would have completely succeeded in his darling:object of crush-
ing the union. Even under the boasted alterations, the men wowld. lose
their liberty of striking through signing the agreement om different dates,
and thus their union would become useless.

The Dockyard Labourars’ Wages.
the present time the oppressed are everywhere making their voices
":hegx%, ’i'h];y are no longer content to fsuﬁey-dumbly as t». the past. Among
- others, the dockyard labourers have joined in the generak cry. .&w of them,
writiu’g'to the Daily News, points out that in Chatham dockyard these

s they “are compelled to live in cowrts, alleys, and slums,,
‘:ieztzhl;e::ntgzger slignes to chee}; their wretched _lot.” But what does t.;he
dockyard labourer do with all this yvealth? Our fmend, for the mforr}\anon.
of Giffen and Levi and the public ggnera.lly_, gives an account of his owa
expenditure, which I will quote, as it may intexest phﬂamhropm mxdd_—le-
class people who have made themselves ill by general overfeeding during
this season of ‘peace and goodwill.” 4s. Gd: goes. .for rent,.and that leaves
12s. to purchase focd during the week. Here is the list of articles purchased :
Bread, 2s.; flour, 4d.; meat, 23.; butter and dripping, 1s. _Qd.; milk, 3d.;
“vegetables, 1s. 3d.; tea and sugar, 1s.; coal and wood, 1s. 6d.; lights, 6d.;
washing material, 6d.; sundries, 3d.; schooling, 3d.; benefit society and
_insurance, 1s.—total, 12s. There is not,_much margin for riotous chs.snpatlon
on the part of these “thriftless poor.” Inde.eu, as the writer points out,
even with this careful expenditare, “ ngthmg is left to buy furniture, clo§h~
ing, shoes, or to lay aside for time of sickness”” No wonder these men live

- ina state of ©chronic starvation,” and this it must be remembered is practi-
cally‘the condition not only of the dcck labours, but of the great mass of un-
gkilled workers throughout England, whose wages never reach a higher
average than that paid in Government dockyards, Surely it cannot be a
comforting reflection to any rich man that “chronic starvation” is the con-
dition of the immense majority of the workers. TFor let him remember that
“patient” as they have been, they may tire of this some day, and already

there are signs of their speedy awakening. . N.

Amalgamation of East London Hebrew ‘Workers’ Unions.

The desirability having for
Jewish workers of lntxll]e
meetings were weekly
Club, %erner Street, E., by delegates from the
workers' unions, with the result thai about 4,000

. tine on Saturday 28th, at 3 p.m., at the G :
::183:! Efeultllldge: the a.uspi}::es of the Hebrew Cabinet-makers’ Society,

Union, Tailors and

proposed amalgamation.

some time past been felt amongst the organised
East-end to federate under one head, a course of
beld at the International Workmen’s Educational
under-mentioned Hebrew
Jewish workers attended a
Great Assembly Hall, Mile-
Stick
A : . i)
' Union, International Furriers' Society, Tailor-Machinists

B o a0 Pressers’ Union, Amalgamated Lja;tersf’iSpcl:]let}:,SUthted
_makers’ Society, and International Journeymen Boot-finishers Soclety,
gﬁfhu:;ee;bjectl); to }gr’et the agreement of the members of these unious to t,hel
] %, V. Adams (of the Alliance Cabinet-makers
TUnion, and secretary of the Hebrew Cabinet-makers Society) presided.

. lengthy te be reproduced here.
- Jabour unions had Leen organised during the pass year;. that relations-with
- other labour organisations had been fairly harmounious ; that an effort had

The following resolution was put by comrade W. Wess (secretary pro tem.
of the newly-formed federation : “That this mass meeting of East London
workers, recognising the great benefits that can be derived fronr a eombina-
tion of all existing unions, hereby inaugurates the ¢Federation of East
London Labotr Unions,’ and pledges itself to do ics utmost to support and
strengthen it.” In proposing this resclution, comrade Wess spoke in Epg-
lish and Hebrew-German, pointing out to the workers the necessity for not
ceasing to work in thejr organisations urtil they had achieved their emanci-
pation, so that there would be no more neeessity to organise for strikes and
other small attempts of labour against eapitalism, but then they would
organise for their owly common good, aud reap the full produce of their
labour. This resolutiowas seconded by L. Goldstein, whe spoke in Hebrew-
Germar, atd supported by comrades J. Macdonald, T. Walker (3.D.F.), com~
rades B. Feigenbaum, H. H. Sparling and C. W. Mowbray (S.L.), and Fom
Mamn., The eondemnation by our comrades of interferences in labeur
matters by Chief Rabbis, Lord Mayors, Cardinals, Boards of Conciliatien,
and M.P’s, and the necessity of direct action by workmern themselves ard
through their organisations, was received amid great applavse. A vote of
thanks was then earried to M7y €harrington for the loan of the hall, and
also to the chairmam. .

OF LABOUR.

called to order in Bostom on the morning of Tuesday Decenrber 10 by
president Samvel Gompers. About 600,000 members of the organisation
were represented by delegates. As upen this convention devolved the duty
e decide ways and means Sor a plan of action as regeads the introdtetion of
am eight-hour labour day en May Ist, 1390, an account of its proceedings was
looked for in labour circles with a considerable amount of interest. Of late
75 has become quite a fashiom for people in so-called kigh oifice to patronise
counservative labonr organisations, aud in this instance the delegaces were
“honoured!” with hearty speeehes of welzome from Moyor Hart of the city
of Boston, a large Buyer of the commodity labour, and from Governor Ames
of the Commonwenith of Massachusetts..a man possewing a fortune in the
near neighbourhoot of eight millisn pounds.

President Gompeys read his annual address, a docwment which is too
The a2ddress showed that 3,808 local

been made to-secure co-operaticn of the Kaights of Lakeur on the eiglit-hour
issue ; that propositiens had been received from the several farmers’ organ-
isations for co-operasion ;. that the declavation to establish the eight-hours
day on May 1, 1890, had reviwified the labour movement (¥;; that on Sept.
2nd; 1889 (Labour Day), 420 mess meetings {2) were heid i cities and:towns
of the United: States ;, that 3¢9-general organisers hawve held meetings in
their respective localities ;. that the following pamphless wete written—* The
Eight Hour Primer,” by George . McNeill ;. “The Eccnomie and Social Im-
portance of the Eight Hour Movement,’ b3 George Suntow ;  The History
and: Philosophy of the Eight Mour Movement, by Lemue) Danryid ;. and
that about $0,000-0f these pamphlets were distributed in the country:

Most of the delegases made exeouraging veports as regards the bocies they
represented.

The following: resolutions, amongst others; were adopted =

¢ Resolved; that the-American Faderation yseognises the power of printers’ ink,, .
and earnestly urges. t1ab the labour press be-liberally supposted by trade-union-
ists, and that they in turn push the circulaticn.of labouy papess among people
not connected with organised labeur. 1

*¢ Resolved, that the principles of the Emplayers’ Liakility Bili of Massachusetts
ought to ba:adopted in. every Siate, and every, employer ought to be ligble for
aersonal isjuries received by an employé in the usual dischaxge of his daties while
obeying the orders of the superintendent over him. i

‘‘Resolved, that the American Federation.of Labour requests the bureaus of

S Jabour statistics of all States, whare established, to condnct similar investigations,,
i and publish the vesults of their reports.

wretched people are expected to live upon a wage of 16s. 6d. No wonder [ labour unions.and sccieties of the several States to adopt resolutions favouriug

Resolved further, that we urge the.

such investigations, and appoint, committees to wait upon the commissioners an
show the propriety, of earrying out the purgose of these resolutions.

<« Resolved, that the president of this Federation.reguest the officers of the.
various national and international unions eonnected with this body to urge their
respective local unions to take a.more gensral interest in their respoetive city and.
town eentral labour organisations, and affiliate "with them by sending dele-
gates from their respective unions. Also that the president cause circulars
to be printed unging the necesssity of unions not having a natioral organisation,
but still working under charters from the American Federation of Labour, to be
represented in their various ocal central labour bodies.

‘<Resolved, that the delegates to the.convention. of the Amarican Federation
of Labour, in meeting assembled, urge upon the delegates to.the international
marine conference the adoption of an international load-line, an Act relating to.
she seaworthiness of vessels, the manning of vessels, and the competition of crews..
Resolved, that the convention urge the maritime conference to use theix influence:
to get the sailors and firemen represented in all future conventions.

Resalved, that we oarncstly wrge’the abolition of the labour of children
| wherever such labour shall be injurious %o the healthy and proper development

of the children.” .

Under the report of the eight-hour committee, George E. MeNeill, for the
committee, read a long ard eloquent addvess on the eight hours questiou,
and recommended that it be adopted and sent out to the workers.

The address was adopted amid cheers, and by a rising vote. It was de«
cided to send a copy of the address to the trade unions and labour organisa-
tions of England. ~The plan of campaign as regards the eight hours day
adopted by the convention is explained in the sentence, “ We, therefore, re«
commend that the executive council shall have power,” ete.

This, it must be confessed, is a considerable break-down when compared to
the original demand.

The following resolutions were also adopted :

¢« The executive council shall have the power, and are directed, to levy a
strike assessment of 2 cents. per member, on the 1st of January, 1890, on all
national and international bodies under the jurisdistion of the federation for
the purpose of starting a strike fund.”

“In case any national or international body affiliated with this federation
arders a strike or is locked out, and by reason of financial distress it’shall be-
come necessary for it to call upon the federation for assistance, the executive
council, if they deem that such organisation is entitled to receive such assist.

ance, shall make an assessment of 2 cents. per member per week upon every



J_anua,ry 4, 1890.

THE COMMONWEAL o

other mational or international body so affiliated with the federation; such
assessment shall remain in force at the discretion of the executive council.”

The followibg\rider was added to the last resolution :

« Unless otherwise ordered by a general assembly of all national or inter-
national bodies.” : .

The delegates decided to invite John Burns to come to America and
address mass meetings on the eight hour question.

It was voted to increase the president’s salary to 1,500
a secretary at 1,200 dols. a-year., °
* Prsident Gompers was re-elected by a unanimous vote. The other officers
are :—1st Vice-President : William Martin, of the iron and steel-workers ;
2nd Vice-President : P. J. Macguire, of the carpenterss Secretary : Chris-
topher Evans, of the coal miners ; Treasurer : Henry Enride, of the furni-
tare workers, :

A resolution to hold an international working men’s congress in 1892 in
the city where the international exhibition commemorating the fourth
centennial of the discovery of America in the United States will be held,
was adopted.

A most interesting proposition was that of assisting an international
iabour paper to be published in Switzerland in the French, English, and
German languages, which should contain reports of the eight hour move-
ment, and which should be distributed through the Federation in America.
The committee to which this was referred reported adversely, as it was
thought that there were labour papers in America which needed support, if
any assistance was to be given to labour papers. The report of the com-
mittee against the proposition was only carried by a vote of 27 to 25,

A strong address to the working-people of America denouncing the back-
handed policy of T. V. Powderly, was adopted amid great enthusiasm.

The conventien adjourned on Saturday to meet in Detroit, Mich., tke
second Monday in December, 1890.

I should like to make many comments on the proceedings of the conven-
tion, but the space of the ’Weal does not permit of .it, so the readers must
take the will for the deed.

Boston, Mass., Dec. 17, 1889.

dols., and to engaée

Hexry F. CRARLES, .

THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE.

OrricEs: 24, GREAT QUEEN ST., LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, W.C.

The Offices of the Socialist League will be open for the sale of Commonweal
and all other Socialist publications from 8.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day except
Sunday. The Secretary will be in attendance from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

Central Reading Room.—The Hall at 24, Great Queen Street, will be open
to all Members of the League every evening from 7.30 to 10 p.m. Members
must show their cards to the steward.

Branch Subscriptions Paid.—1888 :—Oxford, to end of September.

1889 : —Bradford and Hammersmith, to end of April. Norwich, Glas-
gow, and Yarmouth, to end of May. North Kensington and Man-
chester, to end of September. Clerkenwell and East London, to end of
October. North London, Mitcham, and Leicester, to end of November.
St. Georges East, to end of December.

Notice to Branch Secretaries.—Please remit to Central Office your Branch
Capitation fees as soon as possible.

Notice to Branch Secretaries, — Membership Cards can now be had by
the Branches at 9d. per dozen from Central Office.

Noti¢e.—All letters on League business, except those intended for Editors of
Com eal, to be addressed to me. No other person is authorised to sign any
official communication, Fraxk Kirz, Secretary.

“COMMONWEAL” GUARANTEE FUND.

The following further sums have been received towards this fund:—.VVebb, 1s.;.

B. W, 6d.; Kitz, 6d.; D. J. Nicoll, 6d.; and C. Saunders, 2s.

REPORTS.

MANCHESTER.—We have resumed the meetings of the League in Stevenson
Square on Sundays. At the last Bartou, Bailie and Stockton spoke to a fair
audience. The general meeting of the branch was held at the Club on Sunday
night. The corresponding and financial secretaries were re-elected for the next
quarter, and it was decided to find a suitable place for a club-room, as the tenancy
of the premises we occupy has expired. In the meantime our weekly meetings
will be held on Sundays, at 8 p.m., at the secretary’s address, 52 Miller Street,
Manchester.

YarmouTH.—On Christmas Day Comrades Headley and Ruffold distributed a
quantity of back numbers of. the Commonweal and leaflets, and afterwards held
a meeting on the Priory Plain.—On Sunday we held our usual meeting in the
morning on Priory Plain, Comrade Ruffold addressing the audience. Fair sale
of the Commonweal.

DusLiN. —At Progressist Club, 87 Marlboro’ Street, Dec. 28th, T. Hamilton
delivered an address on * Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” in which he gave an
eloquent exposition of the ideals of Socialism. Good discussion. Wilson, King,
Kavanagh, O’Gorman and Fitzpatrick took part.

NorriNeEAM SocraList CLuB.—On Sunday a capital audience assembled in
our hall, and Comrade H. Snell (Fabian) gave us an eloquent address on
¢“Socialism : its Laws and Course. Some questions satisfactorily answered ;
1s. 2d. collected for lecture fund.—On Dec. 81st we saw the old year out with a
tea party, and sang Socialist songs the while,

EpINBURGH (ScorrisE SociaList FEDERATION).—Comrade Donald Mackenzie
delivered a short lecture to a fair audience on Sunday, in the Moulders’ Hall,
his subject being ¢ Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” Though short was the
lecture, long, lively, and not uninteresting was the discussion which followed.
Two new members joined. N

Liverroor, Socrarist Sociery. —Delegates and friends from societies in Lanca-
shire and adjoining counties are invited to meet the members of the above Society
on Saturday January 1lth, 1890, at 1 Stanley Street, Dale Street. At 4 p.m.
a conference will be held on the desirability of united action ; and at 7.30 p.m.
a Social Gathe.nn% when a programme consisting of vocal gnd instrumental
music, etc., will be gone through. Any assistance in this will be cordially
accepted from delegates. On Sunday January 12th, a public meeting will take
place. Those who intend to be present are requested to send word to the Secre-
tary, E, C, Chapman, 1 Stanley Street, Dale Street, two day’s beforehand.

SRS — e

LECTURE DIARY.” « = ' 7f

, LONDON. : d
Battersea.—All communications to E. Buteux, 20 Abercrombie Street, Batte
Park Road. :

Clerkenwella—Socialist League Hall, 24 Great Queen Street, Holborn, W.C.

East London.—Crown Coffee Tavern, 2 Columbia Road, Hackney Road. ‘S‘xmday
Jenuary 5, at 8.30, Special members’ meeting to consider the position of
branch. Members are particularly requested to turn up.

Hammersmith,—Kclmscott House, Upper Mall, W.
8to9.

Merton.—3 Clare Villas, Merton Road.

Mitcham.—*¢ Lord Napier,” Fair Green.
members, ete.

North Kewington.—Clarendon Coffee Tavern.

North London.—6 Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Road.
‘Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock.

Meets every Sumday at 1248, t/oten.r‘om‘

Meets every Wédnesday at8p.m. _
Mests every-

Coffee Tavern, Great Charlotte Street, Blackfriars Road, S.E. :

at 8.30 p.m. . . . R V'b
Whitechapel and St. Georges in the Eqst.—Branch meetings at International Clab,
40 Berner Street, Commercial Road. J. Turner, organising secretary.

PROVINCES,
Aberdeen. —Orgeniser, J. Leatham, 7 Jamaica Street. 5
fellows’ Small Hall, Crooked Lane, on.Monday evenings at 8.
practice at 46 Marischal Street on Thursdays at 8 p.m.
Bradford.—Lagcock’s Temperance Hotel, Albion Court, Kirkgate, Meets every:
Tuesday -at 7.30.
BDundee.—Address to W. Cameron, 17 Laurence Street, Dundee. ) )
Qlasgow.—Ram’s Horn Hall, 122 Ingram Street. Branch meets on Thurscay
evenings at 8 o’clock and Sundays at 7 o’clock. =
Halifac.—Secialists meet every Sunday at 6.30 p.m. at Helliwell’s Temperance
: Hotel, Northgate.

Singing

Leeds.—Clarendon Buildings, Victoria Road and Fromt Row. Open ‘every
evening. Business meeting Saturdays at'8 p.m.
Lescester.—Exchange Buildings, Rutland Street. Branch meets on Monday and

; Thureday, at 8 p.m. .
, Banchester.—Branch meets temporarily at the Secretary’s, 52 Miller Street, on
Tuesdaws at 8§ p.m.

Korwich.—Sunday, at 8, Gordon Hall. Tuesday, at 8.30, Members’ meeting,
Thuredey, at 8, Discussion Class. Saturday, Social Meeting.

| every -evening from 8 p.m.

. at 8.36 p.m.
7 alsall.—Becialist Club, 18 Goodall Street, Walsall. Meetings every night.

' Xaurmouth.—Branch meets at comrade Headley’s, near Co-operative Stores, every
i Tuesday evening. Elocution Class Friday at 8 p.m. On Sunday afternoons
during srinter a Discussion Class will be held at 3 o’clock,

All pereons who sympathise with the views of the Socialist League -
are earneatly invited to communicate with the above addresses, and .
if possible o help usin preparing for the birth of a true society, based.
©on equality, brotherhood, and freedom for all.

OPE}‘I-AIR PROPAGANDA. !

SATURDAY 4,
Mile-end Waste ............ccccuuunne

3 SuNDAY 5. .
La_.tlmer Road Station ................ ceeeeen Dean, Crouch, and Maughan
Kilburn—*¢0ld Plough,” Kilburn Lane ..................... Mainwaring,
Commereial Road—Union Street ... Cores
Mitcham—Fair Green ...........
Regent’s Park....................
Southwark—Flat Iron Square
Hyde Park—Marble Arch...
Victoria Park............
Weltje Road, Ravensc ar)
‘Walham Green—back of Church

8.30......

teeveesssness.Cores and Presburg:

....The Branch
.Cantwell and Nicol}-
.The Branch
nd Mowbray-
.......... The Branch:

[EYPTIEN

reverer . Hammersmith Braach

ToEspay 7.

8 ...... Walham Green—back of Church ................. Hammersmith Branch

THURSDAY 9. :
Hoxton ChUrch ....cccuveeveievvversrecsrueeerenenns veesssesesssnnnenns The Branch

8.15......
PROVINCES.

Qlasgow.—Sunday : Jail Square at 2 o’clock ; Paisley Road at 5 o’clock.
day : Cathedral Square, at 8 p.m.

Leeds.—Sunday : Hunslet Moor, at 11 a.m.; Viear’s Croft, at 7 p.m.

Manchester.—Sunday : Philips Park Gates, at 11 ; Stevenson Square, at 3.

Norwich.—Sunday : St. Faiths, at 11 ; Market Place, at 3. ar

Sheffield.—Sunday : Monolith, Fargate, at 11 a.m.; Gower Btreet, at 3 p.m. 3
Pump, Westbar, 8:piim, X

Yarmouth.—Sunday : Priery Plain, at 11 ; Colman’s Granary Quay, at 7.

Tues-

EDINBURGH—SCOTTISH S0CIALIST FEDERATION.—In Mouiders’ Hal, High St.,

on Sunday January 5, at 6.30, a lecture (for subject, see Evening News, Sat.),

Sunday January 5, at 8,45 p.m., Lothrop Withington, * The Nobility of Crime.”

SHEFFIELD. —At Hallamshire ’Hnll, Westbar, on Sunday January 5, J. Sketch-
ley, 11 a.m., ““The Labour Movement: at Home and Abroad”.; at 6.30, ¢ Our
Pogsition To-DaB'.”

CurLsEA S.D.F., Co-operative Lecture Hall, 312 Kings Road, Chelsea.—Sua-
day January 5, at 8 p.m., Herbert Burrows, ‘“Three Aspects of Socialism—
Political, Social, and Moral,”

NoOPTINGHAM SocraList CrLus, Woodland Place, Parliament:Street,—Sunday
January 5th, Councillor Haydn Sanders (of Walsall), at 11 a.m., * Municipal

Socialism ”; at 7 p.m., * Trade Unionism from.a. Socialist Standpoiat.”

French Clhss, Friday™

Southwark. ~Secretary, George Evans, 56 Lucy Road, Bermondsey, S.E. Hill's.

Streatham.—Meats every Thursday at the *“ Leighham Arms,” Wellfield Bﬂf-d:

Branch meets in Odd-.

Hall open,
A Qzford. —Temperance Hall, 25% Pem})roke Street. * First Friday in every month,,

DX L

MANHOOD SUFFRAGE LEAGUE, ‘ Three Doves,” Berwick St., Oxford St., W.— -+~
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Single page, 8vo size, 2s. per thousand.
‘Why be Transported ?
“Down with the Socialists !”
The Cause of Prostitution.
The Workers’ Claims and'“ Public Opinion.
Tramear Slavery.
Shall Ireland be Free ?
Ireland a Nation.
Songs for the Workers (2 leaflets).
The Skeleton or Starvation Army.

Single page, 4to size, 3s. per thousand.
To Working Women and Girls,
Strikes and the Labour Struggle.
The Liberty and Property Defence League.
The Doctrines of the Communists (2 leaflets).
Labour is the source of all Wealth,
N 2 pages 8vo, 3s. per thousand.

‘What Socialists Want. ’

* 4 pages 8 vo, 4s, per thousand.
A Straight Talk to Working Men.

These Leaflets, at prices given above, can be had
from the Commonweal manager in any guantities by
Branches, members, or sympathisers, for distribution,
24, Great Queen Straet, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London.

“MEN v. MACHINERY.

-Buggestive Facts and Figures, urging National
Control of National Powers of Production.*
By THOMAS SHORE.
With Preface by H. HALLIDAY SPARLING.

-Commonweal Office, 24, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s
. Inn Fields, London, W.C., or from

T. Shore, 33 Newington Green Road, N.
Il

ON THE TWO GODS

“OF THE CLERGY AND THE SOCIALISTS,
See

“EVIDENCE respecting HELL.”

1d. W. ReEves, 185 Fleet Street, E.C.

.S0CIALIST CO-OPERATIVE
FEDERATION, LTD.

. 49 Souraampron Row, Lonpox, W.C.

Sound Goods at Fair Prices !

Soc1ALIsTS of every shade who wish well to this
- enterprise should give it the first chance before going
- elsewhere. Boycott the Sweater all you can !

FREIHEIT

. INTERNATIONAL ORGAN OF THE GERMAN-SPEAKING
ANARCBISTS.

EDITED BY JOHN: MOST.
« ~Subscription, 2s. per quarter ; under cover, 4s,

“Miiller, Post Office Box 3135, New Yark, U.S.A.,
or Office of Commonweal, ™

SEAFARING. o

.THE ORGAN OF THE SEAFARING CLASS.

A WwWekLy NEWSPAPER FOR SEAFARING
FoLk AWD THEIR FRIENDS.

.'"AdoBted by ‘the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and
iremen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland.

One Penny, weekly.
150 Minories, E.

LIVERPOOL SOCIALIST SOCIETY.

CONFERENCE AND SOCIAL GATHERING.

District DELEGATES INVITED, -

8ee Notice on page 7.
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Watson, 76 Hoxton-street
Knuox, 5 Mayes-tetrace, Wood Green
Vale, Stamford’g‘lll

N.W.
Clark, 63 Malden-road
Wright, 167 Kentish Town-road
Petherick, 29 Osnaburg-street
Gibbs, Lisson-grove
Wilson, 24 Highgate-road
Meek, 132 Drummond-street

E.
Schweitzer, 43 Commercial-road
Kades, 219 Whitechapel-road
Kerbey, 118 ’
Hoinville, Triangle, Hackney
Ackland, 4 Bishops-road
Thoday, 443 Hackney-road
Daniels, near Shoreditch Chureh
Hammond, Goldsmith-row
King, 68
Bouchard, 1574 ;,
Bevis, 4 0ld Ford-road .
Platt, Bonner-Street, Bethnal-green

E.C.
Cason, 64 Leonard-street
Fowler, 166 Old Street
Wilkins, Leather-lane
Twigg, Clerkenwell Green
Fox, 48 Penton-street

.Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street

Simpson, 7 Red Lion Court
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Freethought Publishing Co., 63 Fleet-st.
Farrington, Fetter-lane

Brandon, Wine Office-court
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8.E.
H. G. Prior, 131 London-road
J. Coster, 115A Blackfriars-road
Curwood, 4 Newington-causeway
Wirbatz, 18 New Kent-road
Hill, 130 Great Dover-street
Dunn, 24 Old Kent-road
Watson, 321 Old Kent-road
Williams, 554 v
Hagrison, 621 %
Williams, 375 St. James-road
Clayton, 12 Clarence-place, Deptford
Chambers, 3 Greenwich-road
Mears, 328 Walworth-road
Buist, 43 »
Hasken, 5 Trafalgar-street, Walworth-road
Ellison, 34 High-street, Peckham
Pish, 25 Queens-road, Peckham ¢
Adams, 156 Neaw Cross road
Chambers, 18 Church-street, Greenwich

8.W.
Stowe, 103 Pimlico-road

Tims, 338 Battersea Park-road

E. Buteux, 20 Abercrombié-street
Head, 290 York-road, Wandsworth-end
Plumpton, 41 York-road, Battersea-end
Buker, Church-street, Croydon

Bush, Wellfield-road, Streatham
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O’Neill, 69 Farnhead-road, Harrow-road
Wilson, 620 Harrow-road, Queens-park
Hebard, 49 Endell-street
Gardner, 32 Lexington-street
Loffnagun, 17 Cacoaby-street
Stocker, 30 Berwick-street
Bard, 20 Cleveland-street
Kates, 51
Manly, 113 v
Goodblood, Foley-street, Cleveland-street
Ascott, 59 Upper Marylebone-street
W. Cutting, 20 Gt. Marylebone-street
Haffendon, 3 Carburton-street
Hanstein, 51 Charlotte-street
F , 6 Charlotte-strect
Hoffiman, 13 Francis-street .
Smith;#24 Chapel-street, Edgware-road.
Cooper, 7 Fouberts-place <

Ww.C.
Anderson, 15 Grays Inn-road
Jones, 9 Little Queen-street
Varley, 24 High-street, St. Giles
Nye, Theobalds-road
Vernon, 40 Lambs*Conduit-street
Hanraham, Little James-street

”»

- | Shirley, 169 Kings Cross-road . N

Stubbs, 33 ,

Truelove, 256 High Holborn

. ¥,
And a$ all Branch Meeting-Places and Qutdoor-Stations
of the Soe?qlht Ln‘u K St
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STATEMENT OF PRINGIPLES.

TaE Socialist League advocates International
Revolutionary Socialism. That is to say the.
destruction of the present class society, which
consists of one class who livé by owning pro-
perty and therefore need mnot work, and of
another that has no property and therefore
must work in order that they may live to keep’
the idlers by their labour. Revelutionary
Socialism *insists that this system of society,
which is -the modern form of slavery, should
be cbanged to a system of Society which would
give every man an opportunity of doing useful
work, and not allow any man to live without
so doing, which work could not be useful unless
it were done for the whole body of workers
instead of for do-nothing individuals. The
result of this would be that livelihood would
not be precarious nor labour burdensome.
Labour would be employed in co-operation,

‘and the struggle of man with man for bare

subsistence would be supplanted by harmo-
nious combination for. the production of com-
mon wealth and the exchange of' mutual
services without the waste of laBour or mate-
rial. ;

Every man’s needs would be satisfied from
this common stock, but no man would be
allowed to own anything which he could not
use, and which consequently he must abuse by
employing it as an instrument for forcing
others to labour for him unpaid. Thus the
land, the capital, machinery, and means of
transit would cease to be private property,
since they can only be used by the combination
of labour to produce wealth.

Thus men would be free because they would
no longer be dependent on idle property-owners
for subsistence ; thus they would be brothers,
for the cause of strife, the struggle for subsis-
tence at other people’s expense, would have
come to an end. Thus they would be equal,
for if all men were doing useful work no man’s
labour could be dispensed with. Thus the
motto of Libexty, Fraternity, and Equality,
which is but an empty boast in a society that
upholds the monopoly of the means of produc-
tion, would at last be realised. )

This Revolutionary Socialism must be In-
ternational. The change which would put an
end to the struggle between man and, man,
would destroy it also between patigm and
nation. One harmonious system of federation
throughout the ~whole of civilisation would
take the place of the old destructive rivalries.
There would be no great centres breeding race
hatred and commercial jealousy, but. people
would manage their own affairs in communities
not too large to prevent all citizens from taking
a part in the administration necessary for the
conduct of life,. so that party politics would
come to an end.

Thus, while we abide by the old motto

Liberty, Fraternity, Equality,
we say that the existence of private property
destroys Equality, and therefore under it there
can be peither Liberty nor Fraternity.

‘We add to the first motto then this other
one—

FROM EACH ACCORDING TO HIS

CAPACITY, TO EACH ACCORDING

TO HIS NEEDS.

When this is realised there will be a genuine
Society ; until it is realised, Society is nothing
but a band of robbers. We must add that
this change can only be brought about by com-
bination amongst the workers themselves, and
must embrace the whole of Society. The new
life cannot be given to the workers by a class
higher than they, but must be ‘aken by them
by means of the abolition of classes and the
reorganisation of Society.
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