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NOTES ON NEWS.

THE Opposition having struck the “very wise and very bold” stroke
we heard so much of last week, seems to have exhausted the arrows
in its quiver, and no doubt hopes that the country will be satisfied
with its last invention in the do-nothing business, and will wait hence-
forward for the bolt out of the blue which is to pulverise the Tories
and raise the hopes of all those who may happen to be watching for |
the first time the going out of one party and the coming in of another.
The hopes of those who have seen this process before will remain
pretty much where they were.

Then there was what may almost be called a non-party debate and |
division on the Channel tunnel. The “person from another planet”
would have supposed that the scheme would have been discussed on
its own merits; that the subject-matter of debate would have been
as to whether the tunnel was wanted ; whether it could be safely made; |
how much it would cost, whether the expense of making it would be
worth the advantage to be gained by it ; and soon. The other-planeteer |
would have been disappointed; pretty much all that was talked of |
was whether or no the French would be able and willing to invade |
us by means of it. Here we are again under the horrors of war!

Anyhow it seems clear enough that a French or other hostile army
who should be rash enough to trust itself to such a means of transit,
would soon know as much of the horrors of war “as the man who
invented them.” The truth is that the whole pretence of fear of in-
vasion through the tunnel is nothing but a pretence ; it means opening
up an opportunity to be used at some future time for pressing forward |
an increase of the army.

Lord Randolph Churchill was so candid as practically to admit this,
and said that he voted against the scheme because if gone on with, it
would give an occasion to a claim for more money for the army, which
wouldn’t suit him as he has taken a brief for economy just now.
‘Which means in short that we must not consider whether the tunnel
is possible or desirable, because if we do the jobbers will directly get
their fork into us! O, British nation

fool you be!

Government, determined to help its friends the publicans a little,
has insisted on withdrawing its Sunday-closing clauses from the Local
Government Bill. In spite of our friends the teetotallers, we must say
that all this is a dismal and empty business. Really s it of so much
importance whether a man determined to get drunk, performs that
function on a Saturday or a Monday instead of a Sunday? After all,
this is a clear case of a palliative that is useless and takes as long to get
itself accepted as a condition of things which would not drive people
to drunkenness as their only excitement, or as a mere drowning of their
wretchedness for a little.

Mr. E. D. Lewis has had his answer at last from those two pillars
of Law 'n’-Order, Mr. Justice Wills and Mr. Justice Nupkins—TI ask
pardon, Grantham—in the matter of Trafalgar Square, and the answer
is just what might have been expected. Trafalgar Square was created
by statute, and any right of meeting there must be similarly created.
That is the gist of their answer. Of course if it had not been creafed
by statute, common law would have forbidden meetings on it. Their
lordships say that the right of public meeting is beyond discussion.
On these terms it certainly is at o public meeting. You may meet in
public whenever you please ; only you mustn’t meet here, nor there, nor
at the other place. Where is the grievance? if you are starving and
want to tell your rulers so, you had better buy a few acres of land :
rents are going down in London now we believe,

The lamb going to law with the wolf is a curious spectacle to behold.
The lamb must put up with it as long as he 7s a lamb. Perhaps evolu-
tion will change his wool into chain-mail and his feeble little shoulders |

, wonder of the whole earth for |

your practicality and businesslike habits, what a bragging, twaddling ‘ wells, the movement must mean the transportation of thrifty and

of mutton into arms and fists with a chopping-stick in them one of
these days. DBut evolution is a long job, thinks Mr. Justice Nupkins.

At the annual meeting of “The National Association for the Pro-
motion of State Colonisation,” or, as we should call it, the Society for
the Punishment of Poverty by Transportation (at which it appears
that the working classes were represented by Mr. Maudsley, of the
Salford Trades’ Council), there was much rejoicing at the progress of
the “work” (which, by the way, if it means anything, means that
people are desperately hard up just now). A Parliamentary committee
of 160 M.P.’s to help them (my word!); £10,000 granted by Govern-
ment for getting rid from their own land of those inconvenient persons
the Highland crofters, and all the rest of it. In short, these noble
and gentle patriots, who love their native country so well that they
want it all to themselves, were very happy, and their trades’ union
ally no less so.

A person not quite so happy, and whose share in her native country
was but small, appeared before a magistrate next day with the following
tale :—¢ To-day, at Dalston, a poor woman asked the assistance of Mr.
R. W. Bros to get her son back from Canada. He and another lad,
Loth about seventeen, had been sent out by the East-end Emigration
Society on a pretence that they would bave plenty of work. The
magistrate : You had better go to Captain Hamilton, the secretary ;
but I should think there are many other lads who would be glad of
the opportunity to get to Canada. Applicant : Yes, sir ; if there was
plenty of work, as they said ; but my boy and his friend can neither
get work nor food. The magistrate : I cannot give you anything. Go
to Captain Hamilton.” The worthy magistrate did not add “ or hell,”
perhaps because he thought that the poor woman was there already, as
certainly her unlucky son was. Tt is almost a pity that this woman
did not apply to the chairman of the meeting held the day before.

It probably would have done little to check the flow of their spirits,
though, which were exuberant, as may be gathered from the speech of
Mr. Maudsley, the trades’ unionist, who said: “The opposition pro-
ceeded chiefly from the Socialists, who knew that, if successful, the
movement would cut the ground from under their feet.” Now, as the
Association disclaims the intention of sending out paupers or ne’er-do-

industrious workers. Anyone but a very stupid person, one would
think, ought to be able to see that if this is an advantage to the
country, the country must be in a bad way indeed, and sorely in need
either of Socialists or of persons who have some better scheme than
getting rid of its producers of wealth. In fact, what these people
really want to do (and they would say so if they durst) is to get rid of
all elements of discontent, that is to say, those whom they and their
idleness have made poor and helpless. A Helot-hunt, again, they
durst- not recommend, but it is what would suit them best. If they
could kill one-third of the working population, it would for a time * cut
the ground from under the Socialists’” feet—but not for long.

The only way, Mr. Maudsley, to get rid of discontent is to rsmove
the cause of it. Transportation of units of discontent is like the flea’s
funeral—a hundred more come to it. The abolition of the monopoly
in the means of production, the freeing of labour, which the Trades’
Council are doing their best to prevent, is the only thing that will cut
the ground away from the feet of the Socialists, because it will make.
true society possible, and so make an end of our name of combat.

That friend of the working-man, Mr. Blundell Maple, has been dis-
porting himself before the Sweating Commission again, and after some
further gloritication of his firm, was “recalled ” on his departure, and
coming back said “ that he had finished his evidence as to matters of
fact, but there were other matters which he wished to go into.” So
he went into “these other matters,” that were not matters of fact, at
great length. Some of these are old friends of ours, which we must
admit are to be classed as Mr. Maple classed them, if the report of
his evidence, once more, is eorrect; such as, for example, that the
working-men earn as much as ever they did, although the prices of
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furniture have gone down ; that their hours of labour are decesasipg ;i
thet their skill as handicrafésmen is en the increase, owing.probably:
to.khe:dachthat it iamot nedded-asmuohnas it vwas ;.and.0. on..and: so
en. tItis;:however;:a naiter cofffeot thatcbhe: number. of the .unem-
plgyddiisincreasing,.and *Mr. Mpplels. ddmission. of it, if it could by
ayypeesibility beidenied, mayube;oonsiderad: the one. grain. of useful-
nessin the clamjamfry.of  twaddlewwhioh this feeble:copmittee.allowad:
theworkman’s friand.ta;sheve dewn: thbin throats. WM

THE REVOLT OF GHENT.

THE events of which an account is here given took place towards the
close of the fourteenth century amongst a people of kindred blood to
ourselves, dwelling not many hours’ journey (as we travel now) from
the place where we dwell ; and yet to us are wonderful enough, if we
think of them.

Few epochs of history, indeed, are more interesting than this defeated
siruggle to be free of the craftsmen of Flanders: whether we look
upon the story as a mere story, a true tale, of the Middle Ages at
their fullest development, rife with all the peculiarities of the period,
exemplifying their manners and customs, the forms that their industry,
their religion, their heroism took at the time; or whether we look
upon it, as we Socialists cannot help doing, as a link in the great chain
of the evolution of society, an incident, full of instruction, in the class-
struggle which we have now recognised as the one living fact in the
history of the world, since civilisation began, and which will only end
when civilisation has been transformed into something else. Whether
we look upon the Revolt of Ghent as a story of the past or as a part
of our own lives and the battle which is not wasting, but using them,
it is one of the great tales of the world.

One piece of good fortune also it has, that, as Horace says, it has
not lacked a sacred poet. As the tale is here told, its incidents, often
the very words of them, are taken from the writings of one of those
men who make past times live before our eyes for ever. John Froissart,
canon of Chimay in Hainault, was indeed but a hanger-on of the
aristocracy ; he was in such a position as would in our days have
prevented him on principle from admitting any good qualities what-
ever in those people whom he was helping to oppress; but classlying
was not the fine art which it has since  become ; and the simpler habits
of thought of Froissart’s days gave people intense delight in the stories
of deeds done, and developed in them what has been called epic im-
partiakity : added to which, one domain for the cultivation of historical
lies-'was not available in the Middle Ages, since, owing to the form
feudal society had then taken, what we now call patriotism—i.e.,
national envy and rancour—did not exist. Englishman, Scotchman,
Fleming, Spaniard, Frenchman, Gascon, Breton, are treated by John
Froissart as men capable of valiancy, their deeds to be told of and
listened to with little comment of blame or discrimination: and I
think you will say before you have doneswith him that he could even
see the good side of the rewolutionary characters of his time, so long
as they were not slack in mnoble deeéds. 'The result of a low standard
of morals, you will say. ‘Maybe; and indeed ‘I have noticed that a
would-be high standard of morality is sometimes pretty fertile of lying,
because it is so anxious-that every event should squave itself to an
@, priori theory. -Hewever:that may:be, there is.the general epicim-
partiality of the medizval chronicler -amidst.all his.mistakes.and mis-
conceptions.

'Now-aword or two.as tatbe patitisahardsocial condition oft Flanders
in.the fourteenth. century,.and: then.without unore:to-do I will:getto
1y.-sbory:.and. introduce -you 4o John Froissart, whoihas: given me.at
lasst as much, pleasure-asiheidid so0-any-one of the Jovds, ladies, knights,
gyuizes and sergeants.whofirstiheard-hiny read.

'Fisst very briefly as.bo.the politieal: pesikion of the country. Lying
294t did between the.growing monsrchy or rather suzerainty of France
anduthe disjointed members off the “ Holy Roman ” empire, it was with
the:former power that:itihad to :deal. The rise-of the great cikies of
Flandess.and: Hainault, .and - the power -they. couldnot fail to.acquire,
mede the faudal dord of:dhe country: but.a weak potentate, and he
alwgys hadia sendengy :to.deanon :¥eance: for -support. "The French
king on his.part -was ambitious of making:the ‘Barl of Flanders his
vassal, and the help he gave bhim agsinst'his- rebellious subjects had
to be paid:for:-hy :homage: to'ithe: French Suzerainty, or .at least by
promises of homage. France therefore .was. distinctly the enemy of
the Flemish, pepple, thopghidit-wag, when .oceasion served, the friend of
the, Flemish feudal loxd. :France .algo oonld:-strike a blow at the pros-

v the export of wool, the.great: necessity 4o the: woollen~-weaving
which: was. the main industry .of Flanders,.and khiswas.done on several

Therefore it was. natural for-the. laaders.of the Flemish. people to
turn towards England ag.a support, both because there was a standing
quarrel between the. feudal lords,of England and France, and because
England was the wool-producing conntry-of  Eurppe. On the other
hand, to an English king with a quarrel.on hand with a French one,
the advantage of the Flemish alliance was .obvious enough; and
accordingly at the beginning.of the great feudal war between England
and France we find our King Edward III. in firm alliance with James
van Artevelde, the leader of the Flemish people, or rather bourgeoisie,
treaties made between them as to the free passage of-wool, and Queen
Philippa godmother to the enfant ohild of the great Bourgeois, while
f,he Earl of ‘Flanders was hanging about the French Court a dis-
inherited lord.

A | agent:
.of the country-witheut.even pntking.an avmy in the field, by for- | Col
T | Cheshire Regiment from Chester Castle; under charge of €aptain St. George

- infantry with rifles and: an .ampple sppply of ball cartxidge.

. but the only result

NNewnas40 the social condition of the Flemings. Manufacturing by
| handieraft pure and simple, without division of labouy, was carried by
| bhemuaboutiag dar.ga it- could zgo ;« aud :hhe, gild-systom wuas s §ulty de-
- valppadt kherg nacoorppanidd byua. eompjiete municipaksystem, demorxatic:
\and:sopialas Ifar: 8s:matéess wlkhin (bhe 1sssociation wwere . concennad,
though:exclusiveisa rggandadooutiidess. 'Bhe:great towms. ofinorthern
i Europe, it mustube-vemembezdd, weee not originally ¢ cibies,” sovereign
bodigswwith,aidefinite, polivy like.thesa 6f the ancient classical world.
''The. onigin bfg them was: the sggricultural ‘district,.bhe land . that .gave’
subsistence to the clan, all the free men of which took part in the
affairs of the community ; the first towns were not as in Greece and
Rome, the sacred spots of the tribal ancestor, but pallisaded places.
where convenience had made the population thicker than in other
parts of the district. These as they grew kept their territory, and
developed at last within themselves an aristocratic and oligarchic
government.

But as these towns changed from being mere centres of an agri-
cultural population, into being places of resort for handicraftsmen
and merchants, and as the associations for the organisation of industry,
that is the gilds, grew up amongst the former, a new democratic feeling
rose up which opposed itself to the remains of the old tribal band of
freemen, now become a mere exclusive oligarchy, who considered the
practice of handicraft a disgrace.

The new democracy triumphed at last, and by the end of the
thirteenth century the gilds, the actual workmen, were the masters of
the great towns ; under the feudal lords, however, to whom they -owned
homage and fealty.

‘Within the gilds themselves there could be no eapitalists or great
men, because the rules of the gilds were framed to prevent the accu-
mulation of wealth in the hands of a few, the masters were master
workers, and-were kept so by the rules aforesaid.

T suspect, however, that there were remains of the old municipal
aristocracy (the lineages, as they were called in Flanders) still in’exist-
ence in the towns, otherwise it would not be easy to account for the
masterful position of James van Artevelde, and others whom we-shall
meet with later on in our story, who were certainly both wealthy and
of importance, apart from any office they might happen to hold.

In Ghent also and elsewhere, notably at Bruges its rival, an .aristo-
cracy of the crafts was forming, as is apparent in the fact of the
jealousy between the greater and the lesser crafts,! so that if the de-
velopment of commerce joined with the rise of bureaucratic monarchy
had not supervened and swept away the power and freedom. of the
towns altogether, the struggle between the municipal aristocracy and
the craftsmen would have been repeated in the fifteenth cemntury in
another form.

Meantime, one thing is to be noted, which is specially interesting to
us, and that is the visible existence of strong Communistic feeling
along with the development of the gild democracy.

In the.popular literature of the epoch one comes across passages
whose mediweval ,quaintness gives a pleasant sense of surprize and
freshness to aspirations and denunciations which are familiar .enough
to us Socialists to-day, and, so fo say, at once make us free of the
brotherhood of the old gildsmen. The two following centurjes ob-
literated this. feeling, or rather drew a dark veil of misery and degra-
dation over all the feelings of- the working-classes ; but:we now in our
hope of better days.soon to come can look back cheerfully to the times
when the craftsman citizen of the great towns had his hope also,
which he hands over to-us across the lapse of the:drearier days.

: WiLLiam Maogris.
(To be continued.)

NEws oF JorN DiLLoN.—John Dillon’s health is reported to be improving.
The prison.docsor has extended the- period of exercise -from - three to four
hours:a.day;and full.aduvantage is taken of ' the concession. A garden-seat
has.also been prowided. Dr. McDonnell takes. great interest in his. idistin-
guished patient,.and has friendly chats with him every .day. ‘Two. loeal
justices who visited Mr. Dillon state that: he is in a.cheerful .mood,.and
appears entirely recovered from the.excitement of the trial.

Tre Tiree WAR IN Wares.—The proceedings in Anglesea are being
characterised by scenes almost identical with those which followed: the

 advent,of-\Mr. Peterson for the Clergy Defence Association. 'The attacking

party new .acting:iin she interests of the Eccl tical Ct nerxs - is,
however, much stronger than on those occasions:when Mr. Peterson was
twice driven out of the island. On the 27th the forces engaged .were ten
emergency men, a sort of special bodyguard for Mr. Stevens, the acting
for the Commissioners ; thirty police -eanstables under command of
1-Th chief constable of Anglesea ; and a half company of the

t]

and. Lieut. Howard. The combined forees: number 110 rank.and file, the
emergency .men and police being armed wwith the regulation hatons;.and the
During theiday
there.was an extraordinary series of seenes. Large crowds collected, carry-
ing every imaginable instrument with which to create a noise. Free fights
were indulged in, and during the afternoon the aspect of affairs became so
serious that Mr; C. F. Priestley, J.P., read: the Riot Act in English and in
Welsh, Many farms were visited, and twenty miles of ground were covered,
was the colleckion -of a five-pound note. At-one point
the gorse lining the road was set ablage, and some inconvenience was causad
while marching through the stifling smoke. Cheers were given for Mr.
Gladstone, and Messrs. Gee and Parry, the anti-tithe leaders; and exulta-
tion was expressed everywhere at the failure of the authorities to secure
the tithes.

-

1 The lesser crafts were the weavers and fullers, that is to say, the workmen
of the staple industry of the country.
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‘WEEK ENBING JULY 14, 1888.

8| Sun... | 1790. Adam Smith died.. 1796. D. I. Eaton found ‘‘ gullty iof

libels on Kingly Government.”

Battle of Sempach. 1809. W. Cobbett convicted of libelling
the German Legion.

Tridl of D. I. Eaton for publishing .a seditious libel.
Henry Yorke tried for high treason.
imprisoned.

Mirabeau died. 1836. Aliband bung for attempt on Louis
Philippe. 1848. Speech of Kossuth to Hungarian Diet.
1871. General Council of International Working - men’s
Association denounce Mr. Washburne for his conduct to the
Commune.

Jack Cade killed. 1536. Erasmus died. 1841. W. J.
McNevin died. 1848. Battle of Dolly’s Brae. 1881. Riots
at Rome when Pio Nono’s body was being removed from
St. Peter’s to San Lorenzo.

Earl of Essex murdered in the Tower.
Russell, tried for high treason.
1799. Brothers Sheares hung.
for high treason.

F. H. de la Motte tried for high treason. 1789. Bastille de-

stroyed. 1791. Riots at Birmingham on ‘Bastille Anniversary.
1877. Great Strike on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

1386.

10| 1793. 1795.

1848. Ernest Jones

11 1789.

12 1450.

13 1683. 1683. William, Lord

1794. Marat murdered.
1820. Andrew Hardie tried
14

Sat. 1781,

Death of Adam Smith.—Adam Smith, born at Kirkaldy, in Fifeshire, on
June 5, 1723, was a shrewd, sceptical, middle-cl Scotel ; who did for the
Class State in England what Voltaire did for the Class Church in France. His
life’s work was to break down the smperstition that ‘‘the Government” is all-
wise, all-virtuous,.and all-powerful } and he succeeded so effectually that students
of economics are taught to this day that the worst evils of “unrestricted private
enterprise and individualist competition: are to be preferred to- the corruption
and inertia of State interference and management. His suceess was due to his
-convincing the commercial class that tlse State regulation of industry in the only
way then known, by bounties, protective:tariffs, laws of setttement and appren-
ticeship, and other survivals from the days of feudal dues;: trade guilds, and
restricted national and local trade, were only hindering that. prompt adjustment
of the supply of labour to the demand for it, upon which:depended the develop-
ment of the:.great international commerce which made so many greedy and push-
ing English tradesmen: iirto ‘¢ merchant princes.” Smith, however, was ‘quite
_guiltlessof any conscious-elassbinsin favour of the manufaciurers: He despised

them heartily for their ignoramt and- shortsighted opposition: to perfect ifreedom-

of trade; inwisted that werkmen had-as good a right to- combiue. in Trade
Unions (then illegal) against masters as masters had to.combine against workmen:;

and based his epposition-to tire:oppressive settlement 1aw-asimuch on *its: craelty:
to the poor-and its hindrancesstc wage-earning; as-uponrits vultinvate efféet in-

Jlimiting profits. His system is inadequate because he failéd to-perceive that
whilst the entire sources of production remain in the hands of..a-ipartionly of
the nation; the rest, degraded into a mere-proletariat, are--thrown into irre-
concilable antagenism with that favoured: ‘part. Thus, though'he foresaw that
the realisation-of - his:prug of ‘tarMfabolition-and ‘“free-contraet,”’ which
began about twenty-five years afber his death, and was crownes by the-establish-

ment of Free Trade in 1846; would cause an immense inerease of wealth, he.

had no suspicion that it'would be accompanied in England. by such: an atrocious

degradation in-the-condisivn-of -the people us tv necessitate a series of protective:

-enactments {Fetory Aets), which were-direet vivlations of *his-great principle of
¢ natural-Iiberty ” from- State -interference. His hostility to State interferemoce
was, however, justified at ‘the time' by the incompetence and venality of the
oligarchies which then dikcharged the functions of the State. His «* Wealth of
Nations,” though very long-and discursive, is still the most readable of the large
English itreatises on ‘political economy ; and a modern university professor of
economics can hold his own when he has added to what it teaches him a know-

ledge: of the elaborations made by Ricardo in the theory of rent, Jevons in:

that of value, and Walker and others on business profits. Adam Smith was
-educated-at Glasgow University (1737-40) and Balliol College, Oxford, where he
-spent seven years: Four years after his return from Oxford to Scotland he be-
-came professor of logic and moral philosophy at his university in Glasgow, and
became loeally famous by his lectures, some of which he worked up into his
¢‘Theory of Moral Sentiments,” published in 1759. In 1763 he gave up his pro-
fessorship, and went to the Continent as tutor to the Duke of Buccleuch for a
few years, during which he met Quesnay, the founder of individualist economics,
and Turgot. He then retired to Kirkaldy for ten years, in spite of the remon-
strances of David Hume, who was indignant at so able a man hiding away in the
«country. Smith, however, was writing ¢ Wealth of Nations,” published in 1776,
after which he spent two years in London. The Duke of Buceleuch then pro-
.cm:.ed for him an appointment as Commissionerof Customs, which took: him to
Edinburgh, where he passed the rest of hislife. He never married.: His-mother
kept hquse‘fo; him until her death in 1784. His cousin, Jane Dougias, looked
after him until 1788, when she, too, died, only a year before his own death.
Socialistsmust not found their opinion of Adam Smith personally uponthé-criti-
<isms of Marx. In his literary style he:is as social as he is intelligent-and - honess.
He was one of ‘the most amiable of men ; never lost his friends ; and had, as-far
-as can be discovered, no enemies.
down into-a happy _‘‘natural” adjustment if only Govermments would: cease
meddling and coercing, was part of the inteHectual revolt of eighteenth®
-century France against feudalism, and was therefore by no means an invention
of Adam Smith’s, yet it appealed’ the more'to him because of his predisposition
towards a healthy simplicity of life and: manners, and an easy and spontaneous
concilintion-of individual interests:

¢ Wealth ‘of ‘Nations,” he- discovers that Adam Smith had a kindlier feeling
towards:a-porter than towards a philosopher, and that he was as credulous of
any report favourable to the morals and esen the goodlooks of the labouring class;
s he was sceptical of the pretensions of stat , jurists, and big-wigs of all
kinds. Even now he does not seem illiberal or old fashioned on any subjects
except thme't.,o which he gave no thought. And-it is to be remembered; to his
personal credit, thab though helived sufficiently within his means to make: his
triends eager to hear his will read, it was found that be Lad hoarded nothing,
and had indeed very nearly achieved the final duty of leaving no-more than
enough to bary him.—&. B.'S. :

Jack Cade —Rebel ; said to have been an Irishman, and young at thé time of
his death. Nothing is known of him until a year before the Rebellion, when he
was living in a nobleman’s family in Sussex; which he had' to leave and fly the
kmgc_io.m fora murder. Returning, he took'a false name, gave himself out for a
Rhysxcmn, and settled in Kent, where he gained so much credit as to marry a
rich yeomin’s daughter. Next thing we hear is that he is at the head of the
‘Commons of Kent in arms against the Kitig's extortions. It was neither an-aris-
tocratic nor demoerstic rising ; no noble openly took part in it, nor was it wholly
made up of the ‘‘scum and dregs” as some historians have described it. The
greater part of the gentry, the mayors and burgesses of the towns, the constables

Although the notion that society would shake:

Before the reader has gone very far in:

iof “thé diffdrent hundreds)srose with'the peoplé; The fendal sypstém was fdlilky:
kdpidees;: was irideed Yo perish utterly save us a legal theory-duritig-the civiliwte
ithkt-broke out five yeurs later. The bonds of socicty were loosening on all-bilde; .
wndrbpén'wrong was the order of the day ; thie Duke of Snffolk had been-putttbd
dethiby the peepléat-Dover for his treachéry and oppression; and Kg_nb')wﬁﬁ
thhertened with'h fines and-btlier penalties therefor. The men of KiéndWeld
inme-humour tosténd this; they drew together -a-great army, well orgwnisellf.
‘and:pad forth a ‘“formal complaint,” in which: théir grievances are saidYo8s -
exeessive taxation, abuse of purveyante; appointment of unworthy pe :
high'office; undue interference of greas mren with ¢! sand exactiomsundér
colour of law ; of ‘these things and others they. %d ‘redress. Cadé was -
chéserr captain, and led them on-London, The rebellion broke out at Whmt
tide ; June 1 saw the army encainrped on Blackhesth, where Tyler had laiii 70
years before. Hére they *‘ made a fiéhd, diked and staked well about, as ‘1f;'hld_
been ina-land of war,” and lay there till the 6th; when-the king came to Londén
and 'sent them a deputation. Refusing their demands, he issued a proclamatiti
againist them-and prepared for battle ; they drew back toSevenoaks. The Royal
army occupied Blackheath, and part followed the rebels, who de_fea,ted them with
much slaughter. Terrified by this his Council- persuaded the King to send Lord
Say, the head and front of the offending, to-the Tower: and to return to-Loundan:
A few days later he nrade a stragetic movement ‘to Kenilworth, a.nd' Cade-came
again to Blackheath ; on July 1 he occupied Southwark. Next day it was voted
by the Common Council that he should be received into the cxty,;vghxch was done,
he forbidding his followers to plunder or in-any way injure the citizens, _Friday,
July 3, he caused Lord Say to be brought from the Tower to the Guildhall for
trial by the Lord Mayors and other justices. Refusing to be tried but by his
peers, Cade had him taken out into Cheap-and there beheaded. He also ordered
the death of other extortionate oppressors of tlie people. So far the mass of the
citizens of London had been with him, but now-he began to give way either to
his own desires or to the demands of his followers, and to indulge in a little
plunder. Alarmed at this the citizens reselved to keep him out, and when he
retired on Saturday night, as he had done every night, to Southwark to sleep,
they occupied London Bridge to prevent his re-entry. Sunday he lay still, but
at night attacked them, and the struggle was kept up with fury all night. At
midnight the draw-bridge was set on fire, and many citizens slain or drowmed,
but they held on, and about nine inthe morning the 1ebels were beaten ‘back.
Both parties were severely mauled, and the Council seized thé moment to come
forward with promises of general reform and a proclamution of anmesty. Bf
treachery or mistake Cade’s pardon was wrongly madé-out,and therefore invalid,
and after waiting some days he sent off a barge-load of booty to Rochester and
followed it by land with a renmunt ‘of his host} aféer lying at Rochestertwo
days he tried to- take  Queenborough Castle; appstently to hold as a seeuritf:
Repulsed with heavy loss, and-1,000 marke -seb~upen- his head, he made:off*in
disguise; but-being found by-Sduire Iden in hisgarden, was taken prisoneraftiir
a desperate resistance, in which he received a mortal wound. Taken to: Lbuddn"
in a cart, he died on the road ; the poor revemge of beheading and quérteriiy
was wreaked: onhis'desd-body.—S.

Henry and-Jdhn Sheares..—Sons of a Co'rk"rfbhﬂhri'born in Cork, Heénry/in-
1753, Johh-in 1766-; educated at Trinity College. Henry entered the army, but
left it for the daw-and-was called to the barin- 1789 ; John had been' calied-the
year before; both-had-ample incomes-outside théir profession. Theyrwére
strongly in sympathy with the French-Reévelution; and in 1792 went overto
Paris,-attended- many ‘political meetings, became “acquainted with leaditig-nrém;:
and were present at the execution of Louis XVI. They returned to Engﬁml’-hy‘
the same vessel-as Daniel O’Connell and his brother—they glorying in ali ‘th¥y
had seen, thé O’Connell’s tearing off the tricolour as soon as they were safély
away, and cursing vehemently the sans-culottes. The brothers became United
Irishmen, John afterwards taking the chair at public meetings ; both attended
the funeral of the Rev. W. Jackson. After this they were so strongly suspected
by Government, that warrants were made out for their arrest and held rendy.
On the seizure of most of the members of the Leinster directory at Bond’s, in
March, 1798, and the enforced hiding of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, John took the
place of the latter as chief organiser of the proposed rising. How far Henry
was in it is not easy tosay. In Muy, a Captain-Armstrong wormed himself inte
their confidence,-and soon had-enough *‘ evidence” to-hanga regiment, especially
with the aid of Reynolds and Msjor Sirr. (What would-not Balfour give fdr
helpers of this kidney !) Monday, Mdy 21, they were arrested, and tried bnﬂug
12 ; being defended by Curran, Plunket; and McNelly. In spite of a splend
fight on their behalf, they were found guilty after a ‘‘ trial” which lasted all
day and night. The verdict was given at 8 o'clock.on the morning of the 13th3
sentence was deferred till 3 in the afternoon—death, of course. They were hung:
next day, the 14th, in front of Newgate (Dublin).—S.

The Baltimore and Ohio Strike.—The workers are apt to have short memories;
and thus they have most likely forgotten the great labour rebellion in the summer
of '1877 in the United Stktes. In fact, Europeans workmen: were never allowed
to-understand the ¢‘ true inwardness ” of that affair, and there is a ‘‘ conspiracy
of silence ” in the newspaper press to bury the thing :in oblivion. To-day such
an outbreak might oceur without warning, and people abroad wonder what occa-
sioned it all. The cheap political tittle-tattle which is sent across the ocean and
is dished up in London-as ‘‘ American news,” is swallowed by newspaper readers
as-gospel:  The trath is that presidents and govermors-and legistators in-the
Unitéd States are mere frothion ‘the great social current. Earnest men. take
little-heed of such insignificant rubbish, The great railway systém of the North
American Contirient represents the veins and blood of all social connection: . The
men who tyrannise over those'railways are the real rulers of ‘the country, and it
is to overthrow their iron‘reign that all social refdrmers unite their efforts. Thée
Grant’s and Garfield’s, the Blaine’s and Cleveland’s, are only playthings:: The
greatest man-onrthe American Continent to-day is a man whose name is rarely
mentioned in the daily press, Mr, Huntingdon, the arbiter of a greater territory
than Hannibal ever conquered or Napoleon put in tributé.: Next to him come
such'men as young Mr. Garratt, thé master of the Baitirore and Ohio' Reilway,
the first of all American *‘ trunk-lines,” and one of seven great rivals for autd-
cratic power over the Continent. Every one has heard of Mr. Vanderbilt, the
late master of another of the seven, the New York Central Railway, bt simply
beeause he-chose to make a display of profuse wealth'inNew York city: There
was a Satanic appropriaténess in his-sudden’ death:: These ‘‘great governing
families” of Amerita have their deadly rivalries<and hatreds. The morning
after one of Vanderbilt’s master strokes against the Baltimore and Ohio system,
young Garrstt called at the famous palace on Fifth’ Avenue. Claudius or Neéro
were never more luxuriously surrounded than was thé son of Cornelius Vander:
bilt, the penniless longshoreman, when the son of his father’s rival faced himfor
the first time. Vanderbilt was old and apoplectic ; Garratt was young and
choleric. The two kings were in secret conclave for only a few minutes, for this
their first and last interview. Garratt walked out of the gorgeous residence on
to the immaculate thirty-foot flags in-front, leaving' Vanderbilt dying on' the
floor, killed by his own passion:’ Thée rule of Garratt’s has been more high-
handed than any_of the other railway kings, Jay Gould alone excepted, and
Gould has never had undisputed sway, being properly a gambler not a simple
exploiter and master. It was on the 14th of July, 1877, that the American
labour ““struggle to be free” began-on- the- Baltimore and ‘Ohio" system. With
what tredchery and tyranny the.revolt was sappressd, affer the war had spread
to the Pennaylvania system, will:besalded td-lateron: It -is sufficient at-pre-
sent, in this the year of the presidential election; that there is something else
happens in the United States }l))esides the hollow scheming of political tricksters.
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HAVE YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CA‘USE BEFORE NOW : FIRST, FEW MEN
HEED IT; NAXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT LASTLY, ALL MEN ACCEPT IT—AND THE CAUSE IS WON{

Oommunications invited on Social Questions. They should be written on one side of
the paper, addressed to the Editors, 18 Farringdon Rd., E.C., and accompanied
the name and address of the writer, not iy for publicati
As all articu s are signed, no special significance attaches to them because of their posi-
tion in these pages. None to be taken asmore than in a general manner expressing
. the views of the League as a body, except it be so explicitly declared by the Editors,
Rejected MSS. only returned if aota,mpcf directed envelope is forwarded with them,
iptions,—For Europe and United States, including postage, per year, €s,
8ix months, 3s.; three months, 1s. 6d.
communications to be addressed to Manager of the COMMONWEAL, 18 Far-
ringdon Road, E.C. Remittances in Postal Orders or halfpenny stamps.

T. B. (Leicester), D. McC. (Glasgow), T. P. (Leeds), and others.—Too late;
reports must reach us on Tuesday morning.

P, 0.—See advert, in another column.

F. D.—Send us full particulars,

Feriodicals recetved during the week ending Wednesday July 4.
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Church Reformher Mi National Ref Zurich—8ozial Demokrat
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Norwich—Daylight Paterson (N J) Labor Standard | Barcelona—Tierra y Libertad
gur Co;er. " Providenee Independent Citizen | Madrid—El Socialista

ostal Service Gazette
FRANCE PORTUGAL
Rallway Review
Woolwich Echo Paris—Cri du Peuple (daily) | Lisbon—O Protesto Operario

Porto— A Revolucao Social
GERMANY

Berlin—Volks Tribune
AUSTRIA

Brunn—Volksfreund

Le Parti Ouvrier
La Revolte
Lille—Le Travailleur

NEw Sout WALES
Hamilton—Radical
UNITED BTATES

HoLrLAND
New York—Der Sozialist Hague -Recht voor Allen

gruthlegfer BELGIUM Wien—GleIié:;lheit
olkszeitung UMANIA
Jewish Volkzeitung (S;%‘;‘é'ﬁ‘(,g“m:)— Le Reveil Jassy—Muncitoriul
—Woman's Journal Lic i Aomx:i Braila—Romaniea Vutoare
Chicsgo—Labor Enquirer ege—L Avenir SWEDEN
Vorbote ITALY Malmo—Arbetet
Buffalo—Arbeiter-Zeitun, Rome—L'Emancipazione EST INDIES

Detroit—Der Arme Teufe! Cremona—I1 Democratico Cuba—El Productor

TWO ARMIES.
A VOICE FROM AMERICA.

No one but a Socialist, or one who believes as radically in- a complete
change of present systems, seems to recognise the constant existence
of two great armies—the army of unemployed and the army of
criminals—more often victims. Every half-way reformer, every one
with a hobby, a panacea, or ameliorative measure, brings something
that concerns the poor labouring man, some scheme of getting more
comfort out of Lis meagre wages, some receipt for inflating a regular
income however small, but nothing for the man with no income at all.
They are conscious that here and there are men who have unfortunately
“lost their jobs,” but hope they will soon find something else—they do
not realise that this army of unwilling idlers is an inevitable element
in the present disorganisation of society. That men are out of work
sometimes is generally considered an inconvenient accident; and it is
not remembered that this certain number of men out of work, is a
necessary part of the conditions civilisation in its present stage of de-
velopment imposes. There is constantly a throng of about three
million working-men out of employment in this country with that
number steadily increasing and never really lessening. It may not
always be the same three millions—the units change places. Here a
shop shuts down ; there a new enterprise is opened ; now a new machine
closes an old avenue of labour—again the manufacture of the machine
gives employment to a few who were idle before. But at every new
move a few more will be left out in the cold than were there pre-
viously. Each year, with new and complicated divisions of labour,
which call for less effort than before on the part of human kind to ac-
complish tke same result, each year sees the army larger. And there
is no possible hope of anything better, until inventions are placed
where they will do the worker the most good—and this means the com-
plete overturring of the present society. But the army is ignored for
all that. Some of the capitalistic papers have advocated very heroic
methods of cure—such as strychnine, lead, bullets, etc., but that
is all. ., .

The economist gives many a wholesome word of advice to the worker
about hoarding his earnings; denying himself good food, entertain-
ment, small comforts and luxuries, beer and tobacco, though he derives
more cheer from them than from anything else in his narrow life. "He
is told to “save” and let his wages go into a “home,” forgetting there
is one chance in fifty of his ever paying the whole amount and in-
terest, try as he'may. To the man who has literally nothing, of course
the “economic ” adviser has nothing to say, except * Why didn’t you
save your wages when you had work ?”

It is irony to accuse a man of béing extravagant on a dollar a day,
but brutal to:go.tell the person with nothing a day. The mild “friend
of _the labourer™® thin advise the toiler who has regular meals, meagre
and poor though they be, to save out of one to make the next more

bountiful, but such advice is lost on the tramp who has no meals at

all. So the advocate of economy has no comfort to offer the *“man
out of work.”

Then there is the philanthropic business man who would settle all
the wrongs of the working-man by “ profit sharing.” He honestly has
the good of his employés at heart, and if only the fierce competition
between him and other business men would allow of such a course, he
would pay his working-men well and give them more leisure hours'and
more holidays. If the profit-sharing system could become common,
then the philanthropic man could ease his conscience and save his
business at the same time. But this would not help the “man out of
work,” Profit-sharing and philanthropy would not put more men at
work than would “pay” after all. And the bottom principle, the
underlying wrong, that forces three millions of men to be unwillingly
idle in a prosperous country, is as yet untouched. Men still must beg
a chance to labour, too often in vain, and the masses are as insecure in
their position as ever.

The co-operationists—those who gather up the financially-able, and
take them to some far-off corner where the evils of  civilisation do not.
buzz about their ears so loudly—these have no use for the very poor,
the homeless, workless, friendless tramps, nor their wives and children.
They may build up a paradise sometime in the future for those who-
have money and strength enough to live till the paradise comes. But
utter poverty is not wanted. The white-faced sewing-woman, the.
stunted factory child, the man hopelessly hunting work—these have
as little hope of participating in the blessings of isolated co-operative
schemes as they have of securing stock in the West Side Railway Com-
pany. The co-operative associationists help people who can help them-
selves ; the people who have nothing, who want to work and are not-
allowed, these remain in their misery.

Even the person who believes intoxicating liquors is the cause of"
nearly all the poverty and misery in existence can say but little to a
man thrown out of work on account of a machine—run by his own.
child, perhaps—who hasn’t even five cents to buy a glass of beer.
The temperance lecturer may deeply regret that a kindly bestowed
nickel finds its direct way into the beer saloon, but after all, more
comfort is derived from it there than anywhere else. Wherever it.
goes, there iz no probability of a steady flow of nickels, and what
difference can the expenditure of a few stray pennies make to a man:
who rarely sees them ? )

The new discoveries in science, labour-saving machinery, and inven-
tions ; the steady monopolisation of all opportunities, the private
ownership of natural resources, and the consequent crushing out of
the middle classes, are creating more and more idle men every day—
throngs of people with absolutely no resources. The ameliorative
measures do not touch them. The toilers who have places drudge
harder, and those who have none must plead more submissively, as the-
system grinds on. The time will come when this army of unemployed
—the recruiting ranks of the criminal army—must be recognised. ~ It
is a factor in the great unsolved problem before us, and cannot be
cancelled. These men have not just happened there—they are not
ciphers to fill up space, but units left over from wrong divisions, and
they belong somewhere. They cannot very long be ignored. Is it
the part of wisdom to recognise them now as part of the problem, or-
shall we wait until desperation shocks an apathetic society ?

Lizzie M. Swaxk, in Chicago Labour Enquirer.

AUSTRALIAN NOTES.

The unemployed of Melbourne (rich section) to hold a lewée ab
Government House on Thursday, the 24th inst., the other section wilk
doubtless fill in the time by starving under the trees in public parks.

. Bulli miners have sent a donation of £10 to the South Waratah
men who are on strike. The Miners’ Secretary is advertising the
strike in various papers with a view to keep other miners from coming
to take the places of the strikers. Why not ask the workers to boy-
cott the South Waratah coal ¢

Judge Wilkinson says that so far as his “experience goes no two
persons can agree as to whether a salary is good or bad. The person
who pays it says it is good, and the person who receives it is always
complaining about its smallness.” The only way out of the difficulty
is to make every man his own employer. .

The coal miners of New South Wales say the- Government ought
to ventilate the mines of the colony, or see that they are properly
ventilated ; and at the same time they make a cobbler Minister for
Mines and send in the mine-owners to instruct him in the art of venti-
lating the mines. .

“ Why does the Government allow such filth amongst the Chinese
in Lower George Street, Sydney ?” asked a correspondent of a Sydney
paper the other day ; apparently oblivious of the fact that the owners
of the filthy premises are the Powers that Be.

} Australian Radical, May 12th, ’88.

~
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TRAFALGAR SQUARE AGAIN. CORRESPONDENCE.
Norwitnsranpine the ¢ decision” given by In-Justices Wills and
Grantham on Friday, or it may be (should be) on account of it, a PROPAGANDA BY SONG. ,

determined attempt was made to hold a meeting in Trafalgar Square
on Saturday afternoon, and when Mr. Conybeare, M.P., Mr. Saunders,
and other leaders of the movement took up a position on one of the
parapets on the south side of the square, about four o’clock, some
3,000 persons were present. Handbills, containing resolutions against
police tyranny, and calling on the Government to uphold the rights
of the public, were freely distributed amongst the crowd, which was
kept continuously on the move by the small body of police in attend-
ance. At a quarter past four Mr. Saunders, speaking from the parapet,
moved the first resolution : “That the government of London by pro-
clamation, without the sanction of the law, is an outrage upon liberty
and a gross breach of trust on the part of the Government.” The
police now came forward and endeavoured to cut off the speakers
from the crowd, but carefully avoiding meanwhile both Mr. Saunders
and Mr. Conybeare. A second resolution, according to the printed
programme, was timed to be put at half-past four, but some few
minutes before that time the police made an attack on Messrs.
Saunders and Conybeare. The united force, however, of an inspector,
two sergeants, and eight policemen failed to shift them. They clung
to the stone coping with both arms, and stolidly maintained their
ground. At this time a crowd of male and female Socialists had
taken possession of the line of parapet; everybody that could—men
and women, clung to the coping. The police were strongly reinforced,
and a running fight began—if a fight it can be called—where all the
blows were on one side.

Mr. Saunders, a few minutes after time, put the second resolution,
one about the Channel tunnel, which was seconded, and while the
crowd cheered and waved hats it was declared to be carried. During
the efforts to remove the people from the coping, a woman was severely
ill-treated, and a member of the Patriotic Club rushed forward, and,
clinging to the coping, shouted a vehement protest. He obstinately
resisted all the efforts of the police to remove him, and as he was being
brutally illused, a number of men ran to his rescue and tried to beat
the police away. They succeeded, and stood round him whilst he once
more addressed the meeting, streaming with blood. The police had
not only been kicking and beating him, but also biting his hands to
make him let go his hold. This they did to several others also—
thereby justifying the title they have already won, of ‘Warren’s
Wolves.” In the fight which took place, an elderly-looking gentleman
was arrested and taken off to King Street station, charged with assault-
ing the police. He gave the name of Mr. J. Norman, of Brixton.
The attack by the police became so general along the parapet that, at
the appointed time, the third resolution was formally moved without
any speech, and then Mr. Conybeare and others, accompanied by their
solicitor, went with the man Borgia to Scotland Yard, to lodge a com-
plaint with the Commissioner of the brutal conduct of the police.
After that they went to King Street police-station, and brought Mr.
Norman out on bail. In the meantime the fighting in the Square had
continued. At six o'clock the police began to clear it, and two boys
and one man were arrested. While they were being conveyed to King
Street police-station the crowd followed, hooting and jeering ; near the
Horse Guards an attempt was made to rescue the prisoners, but after
a severe struggle they were got to the station.

The futility of the policy hitherto pursued has been made perfectly
clear, and a small beginning has been made once more in earnest to
asser popular rights in the London forum. How that beginning will
be followed up it is hard to say, though popular apathy and cowardice
make it most probable that it will not be followed at all. The Star
on Monday yelled as usual about Irish coercion, but dismissed the
Square in a few lines of report, making no comment, The Pall Mall
was so occupied in piercing the millstone of European politics with its
eagle eye that it could not spare time to look through the ladder at
its door. The Daily News, with its smug Whig smile, saw nothing of
the unrespectable affair, its attention fixed on the nobler matters of
place-hunting and parliament. The Daily Chronicle, wonderful to say,
Wwas the one paper to give a decent report.

In the police-courts on Monday Mr. Norman was remanded, and
a poor man was fined a pound for, as far as could be seen, the sole
offence of having his head broken. On Tuesday a summons was
granted against the police in Borgia’s case. The efficient officers 544 A
and 75 M, who particularly distinguished themselves by heroically
heading the charge against Borgia, will now have a chance of qualify-
ing for canonisation along with Endacott, Bloy, and the glorious army
of other Moral Miracles. X

East-Exp MArcn MakErs.—In the Lunk of June 23rd there was an article
by Annie Besant, entitled “ White Slavery in London,” containing statements
" as to-the amount of wages which Bryant and May, the match makers,
pay to their workgirls. The statements were given by some of the girls,
and three, on whom suspicion has fallen, have been discharged. ~Annie
Besant and Herbert Burrows pledged their word to the girls that if any
of them were discharged in consequence of the statements made by them,
their wages should be paid till they could find other work. The amount
required is about eighteen shillings per week for the three, and we appeal
to those of our readers who can afford to help to pay this sum to send
any subscription, however small, to Annie Besant, 34, Bouverie Street, Fleet
Street, E.C. She has till now received £1 from Mr. Conybeare, M.P., 10s.
from another M.P., 10s. from a member of the Merchant Taylors' Company,
and 5s. from Miss Mussell. A meeting of protest against Messrs. Bryant
%nd Maé\l”s action with regard to these poor girls will shortly be called in the
ast-crd.

In the issue of the Commonweal for June 23, W. Mitchell of Dalston makes
some enquiries concerning s Socialist choir, very rightly pointing out the
important aid that music is or should be to Socialist propaganda. He may
be interested to know that in the Hammersmith Branch a choir has been
formed for some time past, meeting regularly for practice every week, and
that some attempt is now being made to utilise several of the lately pub-
lished “Chants of Labour.” I am convinced, however, that anything beyond
local choirs in such a vast place as London is impracticable, the distances
being so great and our time so precious—so much to be done, and so few
hands to do it. At the same time I may point out that if the different
Branches would form choirs to meet at least once a-week to study carefully
the most suitable of these and other revolutionary songs, it might be possible
for such choirs to meet en masse occasionally for practice for some speciak
dﬁmonstmtion or meeting. I hope our London friends will do something in
this way.

Perhaps it is hardly fair to make any sort of criticism cn E. Carpenter’s
book in a passing letter like this, but it should be noted that it is entirely
a mistake to take a well-known patriotic air to which stupid and boasting:
doggerel is inevitably wedded in men’s minds, and sing words of a revolu-
tionary nature thereto. There are many fine tunes—Welsh, English, and
so forth—which are scarcely known at all, and it is these that should be
brought forward and fitted to suitable words to be sung at our weekly:
meetings in the parks and streets. May MogrRis.

PIECE-WORK.

Sir,—I have read with great interest the article on “Piece-work” in the-
last number of the Commonweal, and I wish to make a few observations on.
the subject of a special character. I am a compositor, and a member of the
London society of that trade. In theory it may be admitted that some
trades’-unionists are opposed to piece-work, but in practice—I am speaking
now of the society above mentioned—this opposition takes only the form of
a private opinion. I assert without fear of contradiction that the London
Society of Compositors would cease to exist if the system of working “by
the piece ” were Insisted on as contrary to the fundamental principles of that
body, and I assert further that the very iniquities perpetrated under that
system flourish under the protecting wings of the leaders of said body. The
piece system alone makes it possible that so many of the large book-printing
establishments still adhere to the rules of the society ; without that system
they could not compete with those houses who are a law unto themselves.
I have tried both sides, union and non-union houses, and I have found out.
that the difference is so small between them that one might work as well in.
the one as in the other, the iniquities of the piece system being essentially
the same in both cases. The writer of the article referred to, assumed, and
the assumption is theoretically a correct one, that the piece system was more
advantageous to the worker than the time system. In my trade just the
contrary is true. Keeping in mind that,I speak for the book-compositor
(the news-compositor is better situated), my experience shows that work.
given out as piece-work is of such a nature that more time is consumed in
its accomplishment than could give to the compositor his fair wage. Some-
times the difficulties and hindrances are such that the best and most.
industrious workman cannot earn more than say from 15 to 25 shillings
a-week. It is at such starvation wages that all the composition of the
technical and scientific literature of this the greatest centre of printing in
the whole world is done. There are thousands ef compositors in London
suffering under this besotted, cast-iron, hide-bound piece system. They
grumble, they curse it, but they have to endure it. The society does not
help them, perhaps does not wish to help them. Those outside the society
are of course no better off, only they have no society dues to pay, and in this
their position is the more rational of the two.

To some specially luminous minds it would appear that the piece system
might be altered so that all the extra-time—consuming factors in any kind
of work might be taken in account—in short, that a scale might be devised
which would ensure to the worker a wage say of about 30s. per week. Such
scales have been devised in France, in Germany, in Switzerland. If the
British mind cannot at once rise to the whole grandeur of such a conception,
some foreign comrades would no doubt be willing to give lessons, or the
officers of some foreign society might be consulted. I know this is the
country of sweet simplicity, of plain rules, of plain systems. But even here
it would not be required of a tailor to accept the same wage for the making
of a fine gentleman’s suit as for the making of a corduroy suit.

I know these are revolutivnary views. They cannot fail to upset the
English trades-unionist’s mind. But when a man like myself has worked
for native and foreign Jew sweaters, when after unceasing, worrying, brain-
killing toil on some work like Volapiik, or some grammar with six different
types in the same line, after wandering through Greek, Latin, three or four
kinds of Saxon, German, French, down to modern English, grasped at
through a kind of compositor’s inspiration, and received, “under the piece
system,” 18s. as a week’s earnings, such a man, even when satisfied with the
comforts of a philosopher, cannot fail to think sometimes that there must be
something wrong in the piece system. Grant that there is something holy
about the system, something venerable, yet the conditions of the work are
always changing, and a scale which might have been adequate at the time
when Shakespeare wrote his plays is not of necessity a just scale in this
improving age. )

I know that this is not a Socialist but a trades-unionist quéstion. At
the same timne a good many Socialists are suffering under it, and so long as
we all have to live under this cursed system we ought to mend it a little.
Of course the proper thing to do would be to end the piece system in all
classes of book work, but this is at present only a vision of an unwilling
agcetic. . J. B. LUCHSINGER.

NEwARE, N. J.—The General Working-meu’s Union met at Charles Weiss’
Pheenix Park Hall, Newark, Sunday afternoon. Mr. Frey occupied the
chair. H. Charles, late of London 8. L., now of New York, lectured on the
labour movement. He said that organisation on a revoluticnary basis was
a necessity. Strikes and boycotts were comparatively useless nowadays,
because the development of trusts, machinery, and the army of the unem-
ployed rendered the working-men powerless. He advised Socialists and
Amarchists to unite in the interest of the common cause.
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THE LABOUR. STRUGGLE.
BRITAIN.

From Friday (20th ult.), 25,000 cotton operatives engaged in the Bolton
spinning mills have received-an aduamoe-of.. 5 per cent. in' their wages,;and
the strippers and grinders. 10 pez:ceni,.white: the. ironworkers at.vavious
establishments in the.town reeeize back+7 percent. and 73 pey cenbitaken
from them:in 1886-7. .

STRIE®. AT 'WORRINGFON,—Abbuwt 500 men-are’at present ' out of employ:
ment at Workington,-owing to the stwike of 'rail mill and: steel- furnace:men
at the/'West Cumberland Ironand Steel Works against a preposed reduction
in wages.. In consequence the Bessemer departmrent; rail mitl, and rail
finishing works are stopped.

Ax"Apvance Cowcepep.—The dispute in the “Halifax iron trade has been

settled by the masters-consenting to pay the wages-which were given in 1886,
from the first pay-day in August. This will, in" many cases, amount to an
inereaseof 10 per cent. On their side the mren have rescinded their resolu-
tion against overtime. Had the dispute continued, nearly 2,000 men and
boys would have come out on strike on the 2nd of July.
- StrIkE AT HEBBURN CoPPER WORKS.—On Monday 25th a large number
of the men out on strike at the Tharsis Sulphur and Copper Works, Heb-
burn, and at Willington Quay, held a meeting at the Argyle Hotel, Hebburn
New Town. The men resolved to continue the strike, and: were more hope-
ful than ever that it would have a satisfactory result. They continue to
hold meetings and are heartily supported by the local public.

AxoraEr TyNE Waces Dispure.—The dispute which inadvertently arose
on Monday morning 25th with Swan and Hunter, shipbuilders, Wallsend,
and the joiners in the employment of the firm previous to the late strike,
has been amicably settled. About 50 of the men resumed work on Thursday,
and the other hands who. formerly worked in ‘the yard, most of whom live

in Newcastle and Shields, and were, consequently, unaware that a settlement
had been effected, started Friday morning.

‘WroUuGHT NaiL Trapk.—The operatives engaged in-the nail trade in the
Rowlep, Old Hill, and surrcunding districts continue in a most disorganised
state, and, as a consequenae, the wages of the nailers are being’ constantly
reduced in various ways. As-an:illustration of the-deplorable state of things
existing in the:trade, 1t may be mentioned that one aged:but'skilted works
man received, after deductions for carriage and otherthings:had been made;
the sum.of 4s. 4d. for o whole week’s work:

: THE SweaTiNG INgurriEs.—A’ trade unionist complains in the Star of ‘the-

mmuanerin which this-inguiry-is conducted. . He says it has been conthied to |,

the -fumiiture trade; and: that evidence: as- ta other notorious. sweaters has:
been refused by Armold White ‘or-his  agent on the greund that:evidence
about Messrs. Maple was:alt that was required. . He adds that’ some. of ‘the:
menbersof Mr. Pemells'society-are so- dissstisfied thhs> they have -elected:
twe of ‘theirnamber:to represent theny, independent of "White:

Sreree 1¢CaBLECHARN TEADE—A large ting of cable-chain-
wmakers on“strike was theld :ont Wednesday 27th at Red: Lion Ian,.Cradidy:
Road, Cradley Heath, Rowley Regis.. M¢. Luke Johnson stated: that.ithe.
demand of the workmen—viz, 1s. 7d. per cwt.—was admitted to be.reasonr
able, and the employers were not*justified in.reducing wages as they had
several times done during thelast twelve months. Mr. T. Homer, of Cradley
Heath, said he was fully convinced that the strike would not beof long
* .duration. It was resolved to continue the strike until the employers: pay:

1. 7d. per cwt.

Nur A¥D BoLr TRADE.—With reference-to the strike anmounced in this
column last week, a further meeting of nut.and bolt makers-was:held on:
Thursday at the Cross: Guns .Inn, New- Street; Darlaston, to: consider-the:
action of the. empleyers in enforcing a reduction in wages. The followimg.
resolution was:carried unanimously : *This meeting agrees to give noticeton:
July 7 for a return to.the 1881 list:of  prices, less 5 per cent., on: condition
that the nut'and bolt makers in the: Smethwick, Birmingham, and Hockley
districts will pledge themselves.to render suppore during. the strike;should
ene take place.”.

FemaLE CIGARMAKERS STRIKE AT Nerriveaam.—Tle workers: of - this
country should be: grateful to -the female. cigarmakers of Nettingham:for
the brave stamd they are mmking agaimst their' masters. They have just
issaed a boycott . circular—se faras:1 ams: aware, the first in -this-conntry—
against the firm. It takes the-form:.ofiawmall handbill, asking cigatnrakers
and the. public in g b “toor ber: the man who would reduce the
wages-of the girls” I alse understand:that some: larger- bills have been:
posted up.about the town of a-similar character. This is'indeed cheering
news, and we wish: them every saccess.—H. D.

A FratrEr 1v T#8-Cap or THE MipLanp Countirs TRADE FEDERA-
‘TroN.—The lasvidywe oftthe Midland Counties Ex{oreas contains the following..
conapliment to the above-named federation :—* The advantage of .combina-
tion amongst working-men has been strikingly exemplified by the speedy.
settlement of the' dispute at the Rewley Hall Colliery. TWice recently
these men have-had to cease work on acrount of actual and threatened in-
fringements:upon their -rights and privileges, and as often have they been
ablo to maintain them threugh: their connection with the Midland Counties
Trades’ Federation. Thisis one of many instances in which this valuable
organisation has saccessfully operated in defence of the rights of labour.

IRONWORKERS DispuTE,—Monday morning, July 2, an adjourned meeting
of ironworkers was held at Swan Inn, Great Bridge, for the purposerof trying
t6-induce men to join the association, and further, to consider what.steps.-it
would be advisable to take.in reference to a dispute that has arisen. at. the
Great Bridge Iron and Steel Company’s works, namely, a proposal made-by
thb masters to take off 6d. per ton for making “fours” A werkman : pre--
stded. Addresses were:delivered by the chaizmar and several of . the«werkr
men, anda resolution was-unanimously. passed - that those presemt.weuld:
decline to make. ¢ fours ” unless they were paid at the same rate as formerly
—viz., without the proposed deduction of sixpence per ton. A deputation
was also selected to wait upon ] -and to-convey the resolution.

. Excinexre’ STRIKE OoN THE TyNE.— A.largely-attended meeting.of. en-
gitimers on strike-in. the:mid-river.disiriet of - the Tyne. was-held . in~ the-Cow-
opieative Hill, Wallsend, on {Tuesday, 26th..ulk,..when: the: proposals mede -
mhéamml«wmheir meeting..in.. Neweassle-on: Monday, were: diseussed.:

ib result was-not.officially,announced,but it-is: stated that: they decided :
againss mpti:g,t.he ‘comxpromise . offired-—namely, 1s. a-week-advance. alb
reund, and en-additional 6d. on time wages.over 30s. a-week;. the latter to

+h

take efféct in August. The feeling of ‘the meeting seemed to be that the

advance should-be the:sameall: rerds.. July 2.-—The disputs was settled on
Saturday, after'a strilie-of nearty three weeks. The masters have ded
an immedinte advancerof 1s 6di. ali rownd, and: an:additional 6d::te men
earning.over 30s..a-weeky the latter not to.také effgcttifl a month -hemoer
Novrineaausnvre: Mawuns,—Thesey: of whoms there are-17,000; are-bbing
organised. Tliey werk from:nine to ten hours u-day, with-an: aversge wage
of ‘from 17s. to 18s. per weeks The royalties are very-heavy in some parss
of this district; as, for instanee, the Annesley Colliery, which. has from:.660
t6.860 men; pays £50 per-week'Toyalty all the time the work is goingom
Another evil.is:the. limited- likbil#ty companies - which' abound close: tocthe
town of Nottingbam: Tliscenstant endeaveours' of thesé bodies to redtue
wages: naturally creates considerable:feeling: among the men. A'strike
against a reduction is now-gaing on:at:the Wellaton Colliery; 650 men’ being
out. On Wednesday a meeting. was:held. . The -masters hawve refused arbitrs
tion. Nottingham comradesare talking. to- the men. The: nriners of - this
district are looking with interest to the action of their brethren in othar
parts of the kingdom, and' will fall into line for a general advance of wages.
The drivers of the mail carts are not servants of the Crown, but are
employed and paid by the contractors. We believe this is correct. Well
we open our columns to:tha.drivers or to the contractors as'well, to give a
little:information for the-general public. Is it a fact that, previous to the
present contractors taking. over the affair, that the driveis were alowed
certain articles of clothing, and when a new batch was. delivered to them
they were allowed to keep the old ones? This was looked upon as a
privilege, and this privilege is now stopped, as the men have to return their
old clothes. Was the-original wages of these drivers from £1 to 35s. per
week, according to the rides ? and the maximum' has now*been reduced to
28s. Further, that thosewho-get the higher scale are continually being
found fault with for the moss trivial things, and aftér being thrice
cautioned they are discharged; aad those who take their seats areonly paid
20s. for the same rides? We hear these: items on good awthority, but. can
hardly credit them, and should like to hear further on.the subject from: those
concerned. If this wholesale reduction of wages is'a fact, can it be traced
to the reasen that the Department have beat the contractors down to.such a
figure that they are:compelled-to make their-employees suffér, or is.ita case
of more, wanting more, or'shall we put it dowa to the “ wheel tax” rumour,
and.that baek pay will yetbegiven-—I'vstal Service Gazetle. :

UNITED STATES-—JuNE 16.

The Pennsylvania.Tubs Works:-employing 800 men;.has. announceda-10
per cent..cut in wages.

The stonemasons of Baltimore have asked for an advance from.3-dollass
50"c. to-4 dols. per-day for the coming.season.”

Girent-preparations are’ being mmade-thtoaghout the States for the-celébeas
tionrof: Labour Day; Menday:September 8id:

Ship-cerpenters-of Bath,: Me.; have struck against a reduction fromr 2-doly.
50c..to-2dolss The-Carpenters’- Beetherhood:. orgamised eighty new lsesl
assemblies.in Jarunary; February, and - Mavch...

THe Bikers’ National Union has ordered a:striks of all bakers in: Pitisbarg,
exetusive ‘of the -South' Side,. which: order “went into effect Sunday might.
They arestrikimg for the recogumition of their men and: to secure eleven:hours
assa day’s work; exception-Saturdzy; when eighteen hours is aowable.

According to an estinabein  Bradetreetls, the:whote number of strikes-last
year in the United States: was: 858; inwvlving: 340,854- wage--workers: Ra-
turns from 389 laboux organisations in:New: Jersey give a menrbetshiptof
57,692—40,172 being. Knights-of Labous.and 17,790 trade unionists::.

140 men employed in-ths :blast furnace:depot of.Jeliet, IlL, Steel Wonks,
struck, bringing work to.a standstill. They claim the management isaat
living up ito agr ts, but - is endeavouring during a boom to rum:ithe
establishment on- a -dull-time. bagis; with a:short force and a ten percent.
reduction in wages.

McLanahan, Smith, and Co.,. of Halliday’s Barch, Pa.; invited their steilc-
ing puddlers to go to werk at.3 dols: 75.¢c. a-ten, .but they refused,. demratvd-
ing 3 dols. 85 c. The firm thereupon discharged. them,.and will start wprthe:
mills with non-union men. All the iron mills have been idle here:forseven
weeks, and 700'men are out of employment.

The silkt workers' of the United States have formed a national trades:dis-
trict of the K. of L.,. with- a membership of 18,000. It will interest silk
workers:to know thas:the strike of ‘weavers-in the Rhenania sitkk mill at
College Point,.N. Y., is settled by compromise:. They are: to get 18 dolldrs
a-week and the non-strikers-must-join the union. -

Fifty-one unions are now said. to be conneeted with. the-Germaw Féedernted
Trades-of Newark (N. J.). The Jersey City Socialists are reported tohawe
established night schools-for their children and the working-men.of their
party; The Annual Labour Congress:of the New Jersey Federation of
Trades-and Labouv Unions will be-held on“the ‘third Monday in Augustin.
the State House, Tremton;. N. J. :

NEw Yomrg; June -30.—Adl the-iron mills :in: the Western States-except
those worked by non-union men closed: te-day, the workers refusing.toaccept
the manufacturers’ scale of wages; which involved a 10 per cent. reduction.
The strike is expected to last about twe. months, as both parties. are: well
prepared. About 80 mills and ‘100,000 workmen are involved. Trouble-is
expected ; in spite of ‘thesitly rumour that'the bosses were glad of a chance
to work off stecland the men to'rest (!) during-het weather (!!). The. memw
can’t live on the weasher; and if they can; they~wonit.

The Minneapolis, Minn,, sewing girls who struck were receiving 3%, 5, and
8 cents for shirts; 9-ard 8 cents. for jean trousers; 15 cents for threewtiteh
jean trousers; cashmere trousers, 14 cents; engineers’ jackets; 6 centss
California overalls, 7 cents ; bib overalls, 5 cents ; and for double-seam over-
alls, 90 cents a dozen. In Massachusetts 12,000 children under 14 years are
working in the mills:-and shops.. The age at.which children may be-em-
ployed. in Ohio workshopsaad factories has been-raised to 12 years: During -
the past year a law. was enacted compelling employers to furnish seats:for
wemen employés:

Sowre time ago the Cigarmekers International Union of America got out
an‘inj fons against: Emi ¥ Bamberger; of ‘Cincinmati, O.; to prevent *his
using.a fac-simile of the union Iabel :on bomes- of ‘cigars not made by umion:
men:and: thos injuring :the members:of ‘the unions Jhdge MaxweH heard:
tHe-case -and:'made: the:temmporwry’ injunetion perpetunl;. The-case went to-
therCircuit’ Court ‘om. errror:. That courtthasaffirmed the decision. New
Haven cigarmakers have also obtained an- injunction against a firm for using:
a bogus labek And they hawe followed this-by a suit for 5,000«dolars:
damages: New York- Cigar: Mikers International Union No. 144, .at-its
quasterly gemeral meeting, reported 1,58F good standing members; and the
union’s property is valued at 18,095 dollars. Receipts for the last guarter
averaged 7,473, and expenditure 7,071 dollars.
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

ITALY.

MaNTUA.—The murmurings of.a crewd is.heard in the town, which draws
all citizens to the windews and doors to see-whatever sight may be. Itisa
caravan of emigrants passing through.the town on its way to Genoa.and the
sea, and consists of some 150 country-folk, men, women, and children, whole
families leaving their villages on the hill-side or along the wide channel of
the river shrunken up to a thread in. the summer months, to try their luck
in America. The women and children are seated in carts among their house-
hold stuffs, and the men walk behind urging on the mules and horses. The
hopelessness of the home-life of country-folk like these drives them to seek
the only “change of air” possible to them, and doubtless the change and
new sights and distractions refreshes them a little bit, but this is all the
“good ” they will get out of the emigration craze.

CavaTarivr.—Last April about 16 people who took part in a “hunger
-demonstration ” were arrésted and put aside for trial when it should suit the
pleasure of the law to trouble about them at all. In spite of the defence of
an able lawyer, among the number only seven have been let off, the remain-
ing nine being sentenced to three months’ imprisonment. The sentence has
made a bad impression on the townsfolk, who expected, says La Nuova Eta,
more indulgence for the poor souls who were merely victims of police arro-
gance and provocation.

SaN Cararpo.—The number of the workers in the mines here has been
reduced, and thence the competition among the men for field-work, the
masters immediately reducing the tariff. Fourteen hours’ laborious work
for 85, 60, and 25 centesimi (English, 84d., 6d.,and 21d.) !

AvrtaviLia (AVELLINO) have mutinied because they have received no wages
for five months (1.50 lire a-day the maximum).

F. 8. Merlino has written a Manual of Economic- Science for Working-
men (Manualetto di Scienza Economica, Pietro Vasai, Florence), which puts
the past and present position of Economics in clear and simple words for the
use of those who have little time for the study of larger works, nor much
opportunity for collecting and comparing facts for themselves. The writer
has avoided as much as possible in such a work those technicalities which
are unto many Socialists who propound the Faith the meost grieyous pitfalls ;
yet it must not be thought that.he goes to the other extreme with the ornate
words and vague geuneralities which are thought by some to be all that the
“lower orders” can take in on this complex subject. In short, Merlino
expounds his views in a simple straightforward manner which should render
the Manual very useful to Italian Socialists. The last chapter or heading,
on the future social econemy, is to our thinking almost too much condensed.
The difficulties of writing on this subject we fully appreciate, but venture
to think that more.might be written thereon even at the risk of “troubling
the waters” considerably : alittle distraction from the dreary facts of to-day
which we have to face and think out, whether we like it or not, might be
refreshing and not unwelcome. The manual is workmanlike and thoughtful,
ag-indeed are all Merlino’s writings that we have read. M. M.

GERMANY.

A great number of Soeial Demacrats have been sentenced at Leipzig to
more than twenty-one years' imprisonment in all for-distributing a very
harmless leaflet on the 18th of March. OQue of the imprisoned, a compositor,
the son of the old Lassallean Toelcke, became mad in prison, as alse did ene
secretly incarcerated at Elberfeld. It is sthe .common practice -in ‘this
country to shut up Socialists under any pretext for,months, and then to
collect “materials” against. them, meanwhile to tortnre :them by incessant
judicial examinations. If nothing can be found against 'them, it may really
happen that they are again set free after so many months. At Berlin even,
a number of bricklayers charged with forming a trades uniorr were: dis-
charged ; but to square matters at present again a nuwber of putters are.on
trial for a similar “offence.” Three papers have also been prohibited—at
Bremen (Volkszeitung), Koeln (Gerichtszeitung), and Hamburg (Neue Bau-
handwerker). So.we. see that. all these.mean things-can: be:dene as-wdll
without Puttkammer as.with him.

DENMARK ‘AND NORWAY.

The annual congress of the Danish Social Democratswill-ybe: held  at
Copenhagen on July 13, 14, 15. In the same town, on ‘August 16-18th,
a copgress of Danish trades unions.will be.held, to which'Sweden: and Nor-
wayvwill-send: delegates.

At Bergen a biograpby -of* the-Socialist, S. Pihl (died :April 17), has;been
edited :(priee 15-ore).

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.

It is: reported - from Kronstadt [Transylvania) that :in the .adjoining
village of* Foeldoar the legal commission appointed to carry oat.the.amal-
gamation of small agricultural -holdipgs has been attacked. by.the people,
more than 1,000 persons, whose. revolt-was at the and .quélled,.as:usual,.by
the gendarmes, who fired amougst them. The affair bas.no importance .in
itself, but shows how deep discontent and revolutionary- spirit: are rooted
in the Slavonian, Roumaniap, and Hupgarian peasants. They have a much
firmer veonviction than: those in more civilised countxies that-the .land
belopgs to them, that their landlords and masters aren their ememies ;:and
they.are only kept dewn. by militery:despotism, -chiefly by the -gendarmes,
who,«without much responsibility; frequently use their repeating rifles and
revolvers on them. But here.and there, often from apparently illogical
reasons, they combine together, npset.the authorities .in..oue eommune;.and
then the revolt spreads. Remember the large riots in. Russia.and Hungary,
a few- years ago, against the Jews;as.is-commonly-said, but. in fact agaivst

for 10s. arrears of taxes ; other peasants were not allowed to bid, under the
quite legal pretext that they could not deposit this sum on the table in
money, which the representative of the fiscal, of course, did, and so the
farm was knocked dewn to him (viz, the State itself) at the first
bidding - for 2s.! The Servian movement in quite on a level with the
others. 1In this country, even more than in those already mentioned,
Socialist agitation has done :its share in stirring up the people. Finally
the Roumanian revolts, larger than. any thought of before, occurred quite
receutly, and the Governmeut s still busy in crushing and prosecuting
who they think are the leaders. If coercion alone helps no more, they nse
their old weapan; which will always do its sharey namely, to raise and foster
national hatred, and so they now sent to Moldavia soldiers just from these
parts, in which old animosities against the Moldavians exist.  These peasants
have no interest in and deeply distrust political matters ; they know-what
they see : the landlords, usurers, and tax collectors, as representatives of
the beneficent State exploiting them, the military service wasting the best
years of their sons, and the gendarmes, etc., helping the rich. So they, more
than people with so-called political education, realise the fact that the. gocial
and not the political conditions must be altered, and, once the central poWer
of the State is broken, they will go in for that in their own way. * ok

T

THE GOSPEL OF THE GUN.

In order to protect the collecting agents and emergency men, the- War
Otfice a while ago sent a military force who will carry with them an adequate
supply of ball cartridges to help collect the tithes in Wales, and we hear of
their doings from time to time. This is the full development of latter day
Christianity as expounded by bludgeons.and “ball cartridges.” Stanley the
evangeliser of the African savage uses the-same means to illustrate.the
glorious gospel of peace and good-will on earth to all men ; and at home the
unfortunate Welsh are made to pay for what they neither desire nor receive
— e, the ministrations of an alien elergy—by the use of murderaus
weapons.

The land thief having stolen the means of subsistence here below, appoints
his nincompoop younger sons as clerical prigs to point a way hereafter ; and
they forage themselves by robbing hard-working people of their goods and.
chattels. Pretty disciples of him who knew not where to lay his head !

When carrying on a Socialist campaign in Wales, I frequently was met
with the common objection that under a Socialist system the lazy man would
share in the proceeds of the industrious man’s toil. A totally groundiess
fear ; but, by the way, the lazy man is just now showing the Welsh people,
and for that matter the world, what he can do.when backed by Government
forces to preach the doctrine of love thy neighbour as thyself, and to pay
for the preach by seizing your neighbours goods. And such is the gospel
as rendered by an adequate supply of ball cartridges ! F. ¥.

—

THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE.
Orfrices: 13 FarringDoN Roap, E.C.

The Offices of the Sacialist League will be open for the sale of Commonweal
and all other Socialist publications from 8.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day exgept
Suaday. The Seerstary will be in attendance from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

““COMMONWEAL” 'BRINTING "FUND.
C.J. E., 2. 6d.; P, W., 6d.; Langley,2s.; XK. F., 1s.
‘East-end ‘Propaganda. Fund,—V. D., 2s. 6d. Colleated at Princes Square

Club, 2s.. 33d. J. Laxg, Treasurer.
REPORTS.

Fuimam.—~Sunday morning, Catberson 8mith and Groser .spoke to good aundi-
ence. Fair sale of *Weal. In evening, Morris addressed capital meeting outside
rooms. - Some opposition easily disposed of. 3s. 1d. collected during the day.

MerTON. —Good menting on Mitchan Fair Green Sunday, addressed by Edem
and Kitz. ‘Goed sale of Commonweal, and 1s. 51d. collected for use of Vestry
. Hall.—W. G.. E.

HaMveRsMITH.—Mesting held at- Acton.Green (opposite Duke of Sussex).by
! Harnett, Mordhurst, and Tochasti, Chambenkain: ting Tochatti, who:was
thespeaker ;- 9. Commonweals sold. —M. H.

‘Brapyorn, —A -student: from Glasgow University, at present officiating . at
- InglebyRoad Congregational Chapel, about'three weeks ago lectured on  So-
-cialistic Methods,” and bag given ocoasion. foegeod . work. to -be done. Wednes-
day, 20th, good discussionrin Branch ; 27th;Bland-r r on ‘‘ Competition,”

useful debate. “We are to have another lecture on. the llth inst. Sunday 1st,
' Maguire; Paylor, and Minty. accompanied our branch on a 25 miles walk rousd
“Rombald’s Moor, and there lectured. at:.Laysack’s “Tewnperance Hotel. *Weals
and pamphlets sold. Paylor leetures here on 15th,—P. B.

NorwicH. — During. week, - mestings held at Thorpe, Yarmouth, and St
Catharine’s Plain. ‘Or Smnday, Mainwaring (London) was with us. Good meet-
ings held:-Sundey morning at 8t. Faith’s; St. Paul’s Plain, and St. Mary’s Plain,
by Mowhray, Morley, Poyats, and Mainwaring. In afternoon, large meeting in
Market Place by Mowbray. and' Mainwaring. Meeting also held on Crostwick
Comamon by ‘Poynts, Barker, and Browne. %n evening, another meeting in the
Market Place by Mowbray.and Mainwaring ; skight. oppoesition easily di d-of
by Mainwaring, Very good collections and fair sale of *Weal.—A. 1. S.

WarLsarL.—On Monday, Tarn (Birmingham) lectured on * Human Nature.”
Burng (Birmingham, S.D.F.) and Tarn also addressed open-air meeting Saturday.
Sanders lectured.to Libexal Club, Bilston, Friday evening, and heartily received.
Also held good open-air meeting at West Bromwich. 4aod audience addressed
- by Qasrles-s-, Guillemard, and Russell, Sunday morning on West Bromwich Road ;
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capitaligts..and landloxds ; :in - the fist mowent misled by holding the.
village.usnrer; for: the -only-cause -ofr their misery, they soonattacked: rich
Christians.also, and their anger turped .agminst the masters, Since 1886,
again, peasant revolts in Galicia (Poland) are frequent, the immediate
motive of them being of late some law. on.the maintenance of public
highways, forcing back the peasants on this point nearly to the level of serfs.
The great peasant revolts between 1840 and 1850 in this country are known ;
the Austrian Government, perfidious as ever, first tolerated it, wishing the
Polish szlachta (landholding aristocracy) to be broken, but, like every revolt,
it tmrned against the State and its organs alike, and so it was bloodily
repressed. In Croatia, four or five years ago, such a trifling matter as' the
painting the Hungarian arms on public notice:boards initiated a revolt, the
reason and nature of which will be clear when we know that facts like the
following are quite common there. The tax-collectors suck out the country ;
thousands of small holdings are sold by auction every year, and bought by
the State or by money-grabbers ; e.g., a farm worth £20 was put up for sale

able d ion.-—J. T. D.

EAST-END PROPAGANDA.

As usual good meetings were held at our various stations last week, though, *
owing to the illness of two of our speakers, we were unable to carry out all the
advertised meetings. We have also found it is necessary to bave more speakers
than one at our meetings, so have been compelled to drop some of our stations to
enable us to send more speakers to the others. We hope all friends and sympa-
thisers living near our places of meeting, will attend and help us either in selling
Commonweal or otherwise. Comrades who have not yet joined a party of bill-
posters or leaflet distributors, are earnestly requested to do so at their earliest
convenience.

BristoL SoctALists. — Open-air meetings resumed this season at old spot,
Goadhind Street ; no opposition ; Socialism readily received by most who listen.
Wa.are. much helped this year by the * Chants of Labour’; meetings opened by
singing a-song, this with display of red banner briugs' together some people tu
start with. Cause making fair progress here ; work of all kinds slack.—R. W.

(Several items are wuavoidably crowded out.)




" Qlasgow.—84 John St.
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Acton.—Any information from Secretary Harnett,
7 Redmore Road, Hammersmith.

Clerkenwell.—Hall of the Socialist League, 13 Farring-
don Rd., E.C. Sunday July 8, Special Business
Meeting of Members at 6.30 p.m. Sunday July 186,
-at 6 p.m., will be held, in our new hall, 2 Members
and Friends’ Social Evening; Tea on table at 6
p.m.; Songs, etc., after tea.

Fulham.—8 Effie Road, Walham Green. Sunday
July 8th, at 8 p.m.,, F. Verinder (Guild of St.
‘Matthew), * The Bible and the Land Question.”

H%cvlg'niy.—QS Percy Terrace, Victoria Road, Hackney

ick.

Hammersmith.—Kelmscott House, Upper Mall, W,
Sunday July 8, at 8 p.m., H, Halliday Sparling,
“‘John Ball.” -

Merton.—Club-house, 3 Clare Villas, Merton Road,
Singlegate.

Mge-end and Bethnal Green.—95 Boston St., Hackney
oad.

North London.—The business meetings will be held on
Friday evenings at the Autonomie Club, Windmill
Stree_t, Tottenham Court Road, after the open-air
meetigg at Ossulton Street. All members are asked
to attend at Ossulton Street at 8 o’clock. Secy.,
Nelly Parker, 109 Cavendish Buildings, opposite
Holborn Town Hall.

. Plaistow. — A branch has been formed here and is
commencing a vigorous propaganda-in this district.
All communications to g)e addressed to A. Barker,
4 Osborne Terrace, Leyton, E.

«St. Georges in the East.—A meeting of the members of
this branch will be held at 23 %rinces Square, on

Sunday morning after the meeting at Leman Street.
Rochmann, secretary.

PROVINCES.

Aberdeen (Scottish Section).—Secretary, J. Leatham,
15 St Nicholas Street. Sunday night meetings,
Baker Street Hall, 6.30. Choir practice at 46
Marischal Street on Thursday evenings at 8. )

Bradjord.—Read’s Coffee Tavern, Ivegate. Meets
Tussdays at 8,

~Carnoustie (Scottish Section : ‘Forfa.rshire).—Meeting

every Tuesday, at 8 p.m., in the Carnoustie Res-
- taurant. H. M‘Cluskey, Millar Street, Secy.

- Cowdenbeath (Scot. Sec),—J. Dancan, 30 Arthur Pl., sec

Dundee (Scot. Sect.).—Meetings every Sunday in the
Trades Hall, opposite Tay Bridge Station.

Edinburgh (Scottish Land and Labour League).—In
Oddfellows’ Hall, at 8 p.m., meetings for Discussion.
July 12, ““A Socialist Commune.” Letters and
communications to 35 George IV. Bridge.

Galashiels (Scot Sect).—J. Walker, 6 Victoria St., scc.

Gallatown and Dysart (Scottish Section : Fife).—Meet
- every Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Gallatown Public School.
Secretary, A. Paterson, 152 Rosslyn St.

Reading-room open 10 a.m.
till 10 p.m. daily. Discussion every Thursday even-
ing at 8 o'clock. On Sunday evening, at 7 o’clock,

- comrade Saupen will give an account of the Revolu-
tionary Movement on the Continent.

" «Leeds.—Clarendon Buildings, Victoria Rd. and Front

Row. Open every evening. Business meeting
Saturdays at 8 p.m. communications to T. Paylor,
11 Sheldon Street, Holbeck, Leeds.

Lescester.—Hosiery Union, Horsefair St. Fridaysat 8.

Lochgelly (Scottish Section: Fife).—Secs. (pro tem.),
John Greig and Hugh Conway, The Square.

Norwich.—On Monday July 9, all members and
friends interested in our co-operative movement are
irequested to attend a meeting at the Gordon Hall
-at 8.30 p.m. Tuesday, at 8.30, Members’ Meeting.
“Wednesday, at 8.30, Dramatic Class. Saturday,

- /8 until 10.30, Co-operative Clothing Association.

On August. 12th and 13th a
stration will be held ; Annie
take part.

reat Socialist Demon-
sant and others will

- Ozford.—Temperance Hall, 25§ Pembroke Street.

Wednesdays, at 8.30 p.m.

Walsall.—Lecture Room, back of Temperance Hall,
Mondays at 8 p.m.

- West Calder (Scottish Section).—Sec., Robert Lindsay,

‘West Calder.

. OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Suxpay 8.
11 ...Acton Green..........cooeunnnennnnsn, Bullock & Fry
11.30... Latimer Road Station i
11.30...Mitcham Fair Green . ...Eden & Kitz
11.30...Regent’s Park .... ....Mainwaring
© 11.30...Walham Green ..Fulham Branch
3.30...Hyde Park .........lcoeevieiniinnnnnne, Mainwaring
7 ...Clerkenwell Green The Branch
7 ...Weltje Road, opposite-Ravenscourt Park
S . ...Hammersmith Branch
. Tuesday.
" 8.30...Fulllam—opposite Liberal Club...H’mrsmith Bh
. Friday.
7.20...Euston N1, —Ossulton Street....

EAST END.
. SuNDpAY 8.
Mile-end Waste - 11 ...Graham & Cores,
‘“Salmon and Ball” ... 11 ...Samuels.
Leman Street, Shadwell - 11 ... Davis.
Gibraltar Walk, Bethnal 7 ...Lane & Charles,
Green Road. '
Kingsland Green 11.30...Turner & Brooks.
Victoria Park ... e 3.15...Lane & Davis

Triangle, Hackney Road 8 ...Lane & Charles.

Lea Bridge Road 11.30...Charles & Lane.
Stamford Hill ... . 7.30...Davis & Brooks.
Broadway, Plaistow ... 7.45...Mnwaring & Cores.
TUESDAY.
Mile-end Waste 8.30...Charles, Davis,
and Cores.
WEDNESDAY.
Broadway, London Fields  8.30...Parker.
Charlotte St., Gt. Eastern St. 8.30...Mainwaring, Lane.

,
THURSDAY., *

Packington St., Essex Road 8.30...Brooks, Mnwaring

FrIDAY.

Philpot St., Commercial Rd. 8.30...Mainwaring, Lane
and Charles,

SATURDAY.
Mile-end Waste 8 ..Fuller, Cores, and
. Lane.
S. Docks, Millwall 6 ...Parker, Lane, and
Mainwaring.
PROVINCES.
Aberdeen.—Saturday : Castle Street, at 8 p.m. Sun-
day: Duthie Park, Waterside Gate, 3 p.m.
Glasgow.—Saturday : Jail’s Square, at 6 p.m. Sun-

day: Jail’s Square, at 12; Paisley Road Toll, at
5 o’clock.

Leeds.—Sunday : Hunslet Moor, at 11 a.m.; Vicar’s
Croft, at 7 p.m,

Leicester.—Sunday : Russel Square, at 11 a.m.

Norwich.—Sunday : Bishop Bridge, at'10 a.m.; Mar-
ket Place, at 3 and 7.30—W. B. Parker.
Wymondham, Sunday at 11 a.m.
Thorpe Village, Monday at 8 p.m.
Yarmouth, opposite Town Hall, Thursday at 8.
St Catharine’s Plain, Friday at 8.15 p.m.

Lapour Uxton—Woorwricn.—Arsenal Gates (open
air), Sunday July 8, at 6.30 p.m., Rev. S. D. Headlam.

HoxToN.—Persons wishing to join this branch, which
is in process of formation, should communicate with
H. D. Morgan, 22 Nicholas Street, Hoxton.

JuNIOR SocIALIST EpvcarioNAL Sociery.—On 7th
July, Rev, Stewart Headlam will lecture on ¢ Chris-
tian Socialism ” at 31 Upper Bedford Place, Russell
Square, at 8 o’clock.

At the Farringdon Hall, 13 Farringdon Road, on
Friday July 13th, a Free Discussion will be opened by
P. Kropotkine—subject, ¢ The Moral Justice and In-
justice of the Wage-System ” ; at 8.30, ’

ExcursioN oF LoNDON SocrALisTs.—A Committee
has been formed for the purpose of arranging an ex-
cursion to take place in August. All Socialist bodies
have been invited to take part, and a meeting of
delegates will be held on Friday evening in the Hall
of the Socialist League, at 8 p.m.—W. B, PARKER, Sec.

EAsT-END PROPAGANDA.—A meeting of all interested
in the Socialist propaganda in the East-end of London
will be held at the International Club, 23 Princes Sgq.,
Cable Street, E., on Saturday evening at 10 o’clock.
All who can assist us by speaking at our various sta-
tions, and especially those who can aid us either on
Sunday or any time during the week by distributing
literature from house to house are earnestly invited to
attend, to enable us to extend our field of work.

SHEFFIELD Soc1ALIsTS.—-The Sheffield Socialists, in
conjunction with the Chesterfield and Nottingham
friends, have arranged to have a Picnic at Ambergate
on Sunday the 15th., The Sheftield contingent will
leave the Midland Station by the 9.5 a.m. train.—
The Sheffield Socialists have secured the St. James’s
Assembly Rooms for their meetings, and meet for
lectures and discussions every Monday night.

Social Science (New York). Containing
splendid full-page Portraits of the eight Chicago
Anarchists,, with good Biographical Notices of
each, Price, post free, 5d. 6 copies, post free,

2s, 4d, 12 copies, 4s, 6d. 3 dozen, 12s, 6d.

The Workman’'s Question: Wny He 1s
Poor. 24 pp., in Wrapper. Price Twopence.
6 or more copies post free.

A Review of European Society. With
an Exposition and Vindication of the Principles
of Social Democracy. By J. Skrrcuiry. An
Introduction by WiLLiAM MogrRris. 240 pp., post
free 1s. 6d.; cloth gilt, 2s. 3d.

The Irish Question. Third Edition.
pages, in Wrapper. Price Threcpence.
more copies post free,
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6 or

Birmingham : J. Sketchley, § Arthur Place Parade.

SOCIALIST LEAGUE LITERATURE.
—_——— ) .
Chants for Socialists. By William Morris, . 1d,
Organised Labour: The Duty of the Trades’
Unions _in Relation to. Socialism. B
Thomas Binning (London Society of Composi-
tors). . . . . . e . 1d,
The Commune of Paris. By E. Belfort Bax,
Victor Dave, and William Morris. .
The Aims of Art. By Wm. Morris.
Bijou edition, 3d.; Large paper, 6d.
The Rights of Labour according to John
Ruskin, By Thomas Barclay. . .
The Tables Turned; or, Nupkins Awak-
ened. A Socialist Interlude. By William
Morris. In Wrapper . . . .
The Manifesto of the Socialist League.
Annotated by E. Belfort Bax and William
Morris. . An exposition of the principles on
which the League is founded. . .

Useful Work v. Useless Toil.

Morris, . .

. .
By William
. . . 1d,
‘“All for the Cause!” Song. Words by William
Morris; Music by E. Belfort Bax, 4to, 4 pp. 6d.
per dozen, 4s. 6d

Mrs. Grundy.(Cartoon). By Walter Crane.
ine hand-made large paper,

IRISH MINSTRELSY:

Being a selection of
IRISH SONGS, LYRICS, AND BALLADS.
Edited, with Notes and Introduction, by
H. HALLIDAY SPARLING.

Enlarged and Revised Edition, with Cover designed
by May Mogris.

Royal 8vo, 516 pp., cloth, 3s. 6d.

Walter Scott, Warwick Lane, E.C.

Now ready—Demy 8vo, 16 pp. and cover. -

| The Tom Dredge Case

Being a complete History of Dredge’s connection, and
the whole of the official documents which ultimately
led to his dismissal from the service of the G.P.0.

Price One Penny (with Portrait)..

Parcels containing ene dozen sent post free to any
address for 1s., on application to the publishers—
A. W. Morris and Ce., Limited, 12 and 13 Lawrence
Pountney Lane, Londen, E.C.

A. R. PARSON¥®’

Boox oxN

ANARCHISM:
Its Philosophy and Scientific Basis.

English and German Editions now ready.

4d'-

Prices: Handsomely Bound in Cloth and Gilt, 5s. '

Paper Covers, 2s.—post free.

Order the Book from your bookseller, or from
Mgrs. A. R. Parsons, Publisher, 785 Milwaukee
Avenue, Chicago.

Just Published, post 8vo, 202 pp., 4s. 6d.

SiGNs oF CHANGE.
BY WILLIAM MORRIS.

Being seven Lectures, delivered on various occasions
for the Socialist League.

Reeves & Turner, 196 Strand ; or Commonweal Office.

THE PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALISM
MADE PLAIN.
By FRANK FAIRMAN.

Socialism as it is—The Moral Basis—The Economic
Basis—Current Fallacies—Objections—Quack Reme-
dies for Poverty—Methods and Future, etc.

With Preface written by WiLLiam MORRIS.

Wiytiam REEVES, 185, Fleet Street, London, E.C,

A
DRrREAM OF JOHN BarL

A FEW sets of the Commonweal (Nov. 13, 1886 to
Jan. 22, 1887) containing this tale still remaining

‘Price 1s. post free.

Printed and Published by WiLLiaM MoRRIS and JosgpH LANE
at 18 Farringdon Road, London,



