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NOTES ON NEWS.

‘TuE question of the right of public meeting in Trafalgar Square has
again been raised, this time by comrades Hicks (S. D. F.) and Gough
(8. L) Hicks did at least speak, and is therefore “guilty” to begin
with, of something, but Gough only sat on a seat and when attacked
by the police threw away a stick he held, in the vain hope that this
would prevent his being charged with having used it: He stands com-
mitted for trial for “assault,” and Hicks has appealed against the
order to find sureties for his “good behaviour.” -

So the farce goes on ! Vaughan the venomous, in sentencing Hicks,
observed that alﬁhough he was not charged with assaulting the police,
“under some circumstances passive resistance was eguivalent to an
active resistance” ! This is the kind of logic that our governors go by,

fhbnd i: is fortunate that one at least is foolish or frank enough to speak
it out. )

But mere folly or wrong-headedness either on the press or on the
bench, is not so dangerous as dishonesty such as the Z7%mes or Daily
g/mon.wle mv.an'ab]y display. Mean-man Mumford, the editor of the

Radical-Unionist ” paper, again and again asserted that Louise

Michel was shot at by another Anarchist, even after every other paper
had contradicted this lie.

The anonymity of the press enables these crawling assassins to stab’

where they will with small danger of discovery. It is a pity that Mr.
,0_ onnor had not the courage from the very beginning of the Star, to
discard 'this effete and exploded superstition, and not follow in the ruck
of conventionalism. A beginning he las made of a sort, and it is to
be hoped he will carry it further. :

By the way, we should like to know the name of the geniuswho
adorned one of his notes in the S/er itself with a reference to the
‘“petroleuses of the Paris Commune” who “shrieked for massacre
between a giggle and a seream 7! This myth has been so often ex-
posed that its repetition anywhere is » surprise—how much more in
the Star /

The 26th of January has come and gone, and paper after paper, led
by the Pall Mall, has raved over the anniversary of Gordon’s death,
but not one save ourselves has had a word to say of the immeasurably
greater man who died on the same day only nineteen years ago. Ernest
Jones laboured and fought for the people, suffered and was imprisoned
and died in their service, without the glamour that hesets the soldier
of gortune or the romance of the lonely death in the Soudan ; theatri-
cality moves the crowd, .and thas they make choice of heroes!

The “ Cass of Canning Town,” Miss Coverdale, has not been quite so
br&dly treated as her prototype. Warren apparently was not so struck
with Bloy’s lie-power as he was with that of Endacott, and did not
at once interpose for the protection of a ‘useful officer,” and has now
ox}ly ‘“exonerated ” him without a public whitewashing. However
with a little care a naturally ardent imagination may be made so useful
that in a little while we shall see Sergeant Bloy in the witness-box to
swear to a Socialist “assault ” upon the police.

]?»urns and Graham, when they come out, are to have a reception.
This is as it should be, but I heartily agree with a member of the
S. D. F. who has publicly urged that thc humbler martyrs should have
their share of the “honours of war,” and hope the rumour will, prove
true that this is to be carried out. Durns and Graham are brave
and good fellows, far too brave and good to be put on a pedestal away
from their comrades in captivity. “Remember the unremembered ! ”

“What has become,” asked the Standard on the 23rd, “of all the
outery about the ‘ unemployed ?” They are not in Trafalgar Square.”
‘Whereupon the Pall Mall comments, “ TTow beautifully characteristic
this is of the Tory method of logic and of policy !
ployed did go to Trafalgar Square, the Standard was all for punching
their heads and filling the Square with police to keep them out.
Having succeeded in thus banishing them, it now turns round and
asserts triumphantly that there are no unemployed at all. The Stan-
dard is clearly of Lord Cowper’s belicf, that if you drive a grievance—
or a crime—beneath the surface, you have done with it.”

The salt-tax has been raised in India, and the miserable ;‘yot and his
town-dwelling brother have their lot made harder thereby in order that

When the unem-

“public works” of the Frontier Railroad kind may go on. ' The
reason publicly given is that the expenses of the Burmese War have
been heavy. ‘Our mission in India,” as elsewhere, seems to be to
make ourselves rich as soon as possible, with as little risk as may be.

Another victim of our “beneficent ” rule, King Ja Ja of Obopo, has
sent mesaengers to London in the hope of getting justice. He is to
all appestance not sufficiently ¢ within the pale of civilisation” to
know how futile it is for one in his position to make such an appeal.
Let him remember Cetewayo, Arabi, Ayoub, and a hundred others,
and be carefil . ¢

T S TEEE—

The Vienna Politisché Correspondenz hears from Rome that the Pope
has just completed and will shortly issue the Encyclical Letter on the
social condition of the working classes, upon which he has been engaged
fot the past twelve months, and about which he has consulted several
prominent economists. This Letter declares, in principle, for State
intervention in favour of the working classes, and exhorts Catholics to
support the Governments of their respective countries in any efforts
for the accomplishment of social reforms, and to promote any measures
having for their object the amelioration of the lot of the labouring
classes. .

Row before the ultra-Protestants arise and howl, they should do as
much for the People, and not confine all their love to the Purse. S.

"

Cunninghame Graham’s manly and outspoken letter upon his sen-
tence is refreshing, after hearing the wailings and gnashing of teeth
about wearing prison dress and association with criminals that has
emanated from certain politicians sentenced under the Crimes Act.
Grabam clearly recognises that the criminal is a product of society as
at piesént constituted ; yet upan the gréwiyd-that the-press has elected
to grant him the prefix Mr. and not to Purns, a writer in_the Réferce
bitterly attacks bim, accusing him and all well-to-do Solialists with
insincerity au:d desire for self-advertisement. They give nothing away,
says the sapient * Pendragon” (alias H. Sampson), as if alms-giving is
the duty of a Socialist, who objects to the system which begets misery.
I don’t know the magnitude of *“Pendragon’s” charity, if any, but
however great, it would not alter conditions productive of poverty.

The working-men's clubs have amongst their membership some
ardent lovers of sport, apart from the thievish brutal ““barneys ” lately
got up to rob the gullible admirers of the “noble art,” but the Referce
is black-listed on account of its virulent attacks upon the Socialists
and Radicals.

Another writer in the same paper, by the way—¢ Dagonet” (alias
.G. R. Sims)—once got a magnificent ovation in the East-end on account
%t his writings on behalf of the poor; but time alters things, and as a
critic said recently, he runs on all fours now. The wealthy patrons of

“sport,” as understood by slaughtering pigeons and mangling faces,
extort their incomes from the misery of the poor. Hence the wearing
of the plush. F. K.

RUSSIA, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.’

hy L. Tikhomirov. Translated from the French by E. Aveling, D.Sc.
(Swan Sonnenschein, 1888.)

Thuis is one of the most remarkable and erudite works on Russia that
have been published in foreign tongues. I will not say that from
the point of view of a Russian political observer the book Is altogether
without blemishes. Through all the first book, dealing with the border
provinces which were annexed in comparatively recent times, and
examining the claims of various nationalities to independence, L.
Tikhomirov shows himself a decided partisan of * Russia one and indi-
visible ” of the French Jacobins of 1793. True, in another part of the
work (vol. ii., p. 145) he gives the programme of the Narodnaia Volia,
including among other things a demand for ¢large local autdgomy and
elective nomination to all offices.”” But this vague paragraph admits
of several interpretations. If “all offices” includes those of a local
legislative body, it means something sensible: a provincial Home Rule
—federalism as it is understood in England and practised in America.
But if we exclude the local legislative body from the above-mentioned
term we Lave nonsense at the best: provincial executives, supported
| by the provincial militia (the only military force admitted by the

Ny
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Narodnaia Vplia programme) and a supreme legislative body sitting
in, $he ‘capital, with no real autharity; ovey, any stpagate ;pagt of the
State. . Or we have in illusory lecal self-government: like that we see
" it'the Germ&}i&mpire, .and. the concentration of an unlimited power

“{n’the hapds hance majority of a heterogenous central parliament.
A4’ Tikhoniro@® premptorily rejects (vol. i. page 62,) the claims of the
* Ukrainjan (Sough Russians) Natienalists, who are not separatists but
+ fimply federalists and home ruless, I cannot help concluding that he is
" dedidedly in favour of a centralised unitarian polity in general. This
we, Russian federalists, consider as quite incompatible with Russian
geography and ethnography, as well as with the experience of the
nations politically most advanced.

That is my only objection to Tikhomirov’s book—very important

“from a Russian point of view, as the disputes between the IIome
Rulers and Unionists are for England. ~ These arve, however, our
domestic dissentions. They are irrelevant for the English readers,
who will estimate the book by the amount of information it is likely
to give them upon its special subject.

Thus far no exception can be made to the book As an editor of
a paper which devoted a large place to Russian interior questions, the
author has had the best opportunities of studying for many years and
from direct sources the many questions of which his book treats. His
is a painstaking work, a real mine of information of the most varied
kind, condensed in as small a volume as the literary interest of the
book would allow.

There is only one work upon Russia in the English language which
in this respect can be compared with Tikhomirov’s: it is the ¢ Russia’
of Mr. Mackenzie Wallace. The two books are much alike as to their
general descriptive character, the method of treatment of their subject,
and the field of observation they cover. They stand, therefore, neces-
sarily as competitors. Some parts of Mr. Mackenzie Wallace’s ¢ Russia’
will always preserve their freshness as personal reminiscences of a
foreign traveller, who spared no pains to understand well the country
he undertook to describe. Tlis account of the various sides of our
rural life, village communes, agrarian arrangements, which change very
slowly, as well as his chapters upon popular religion, can be consulted
with great advantage nowadys. But as to the political, intellectual,
and economical conditions of Russia, and to the various elements at
work within the leading classes of the country, Mr. Mackenzie’s book,
written more than ten years ago, is decidedly out of date. Tikhomirov’s
comes, therefore, very opportunely and will undoubtedly enjoy a lasting
popularity among the growing class of people who take o lively interest
in Russian affairs. It’s great advantage is that there is no gap in it.
It offers a picture of Russia upon all sides as a political, social, econ-
omical organism. Whatever the detail may be which is likely to
interest any general reader, he is certain to find some account of it
in this discursive work. Sometimes the answer will be full and ex-
haustive, sometimes necessarily brief, but always clear, precise, docu-
mentary. The author’s opinions and explanations can be sometimes
traversed by a Russian who looks upon the facts in a different light,
but they are absolutely free from any positive errors and from
those glaring blunders in judging the inner working of the various ele-
ments of Russian life, which no foreign writer, not even Mr. Anatole
Leroy Beaulieu, has avoided, and which spoil so much Mr. Mackenzie
Wallace’s work.

The opening of the book is somewhat dry, as it gives to the reader
the chilling idea tha% he is about to be indoctrinated in Russian
geography. But the impression soun vanishes. The first book is in
fact (with the above-mentioned exception) one of the most interesting*
as it gives in a nutshell a lot of information upon the social and political
condition of all our border land—Finland, Baltic provinces, Poland,
Caucasus, Central Asia. The second describes the races inhabiting
Russia Proper, the three branches of Russian people—Great Russians,
Little Russians, or Ukrainians, and White Russians—with a brief
characteristic of each. In this latter task the author does not appear
at his best. The same must be said as to his characteristic of the
Great Russian peasantry in general in the fourth chapter of third book.
Individualisation is not Tikhomirov’s forte; broad generalisation, sum-
ming up of many facts of social or intellectual life, are the elements
upon which his literary talent are exhibited to their greatest advantage.
Both these qualities make the chapters devoted to the description of
our village life the most picturesque and interesting part of the first
volume.

‘A Russian village is not very beautiful. One of average dimensions is
generally bisected by a long street. . . Here and there along the street are
wooden houses, covered with thatch. . . A great Russian village has no colours.
The beams of the izbas (cottages) are sombre, the straw of the roofs black ; no
trees, no flowers. The village is dirty ; it is all smoky. . . ‘The great Russian
village, if it is not very beautiful is full of life. Men there are not tied together
mechanically, because they happen to be living in the same place on a map.
They are bound by a thousand pledges, a thousand common interests. They are
linked together by community of property. Besides land, the communes have
property of another kind : fish lakes, communal mills, a communal herd for the
improvement of oxen and horses ; finally, store-houses, intended for the distri
bution to the peasants of seeds for their fields or food for their families. The
enjoyment of all these various things must be distributed among the members of
the commune, must be distributed regularly, equally, equitably. Thus a fair
distribution to-day will not be fair -five or six years hence, because in some
families the number of members will have increased, in others diminished. A
new distribution, therefore, will be necessary to make the shares equal.”

Then follows an elaborate and graphic description of the manner in
which this scope is attained ; the organisation of the J/ir, the method
of distribution of public burdens, the system of working in common,
and general administration. These pages will be read with particular
interest by Socialists and social reformers interested in agrarian ques-

tions.  For those who wish to go to the root of the subject, the. fol-

-lowing chapter (Chap. II., book iii;)'will ;give a brief summary of the

history of our original agrarian arrangements, . . :

. . Want of space prevents me from speaking of the succeedin k,
which describes the origin and the present -state: of our privileged
classes, old and new ; the chapter upon the Russian clergy b?sigg the
freshest and fullest. Tor the like reason I will skip over tHe book
upon ‘“Economic and Industrial Russia,” embracing the -agriculture,
commerce, protective system, and its monstrous abuses which favour a
small group of men at the expense of all others, and kindred matters.

But if my notice had not béen already too long I should have
willingly dwelt upcn the sixth book (vol. ii.), “ The Intellectual Move-
ment,” which is not only the best part of the whole work, but the most
talented and comprehensive thing extant upon this most difficult and
interesting subject. Tikhomirov is entirely in his sphere here. Taking
the totality of the manifold intellectual influences under which modern
Russian society has grown—literature, university teaching, excep-
tional position of woman, relentless despotism crushing the whole,
whilst fostering the unrestrained individual freedom of the spirit—he
makes a very subtle and searching analysis of the psychology of the
Russian “intellectual class,” and throws a flood of light upon that
strangest phenomenon of modern history, that in the most backward
of European countries the bulk of the educated people, taken as a
class, are by far the most advanced in Europe as to their social, ethical,
and religious views, and by their true and straightforward democratism.
As the offshoot of it we have that in Russia, besides the Conservatives
or reactionary—which are the less numerous, and who owe their pre-
dominance only to the fact that they are naturally the most agreeable
to the Czar—besides this party we have only two others, the Liberals
and the Revolutionists, who both can be counted as Socialists of more
or less pronounced type.

Tikhomirov is quite right in saying that :

¢ The Liberals in the true [I would rather say in the current European] sensc
of the word, with the exception of wholly isolated personalities, are very few in
Russia. Taken as a whole, the Liberals are near akin to French Radicals, and
their opinions are on some points distinetly Socialistic. The most characteristic
organ of the Liberals, The Messenger of Europe, has recently published, e.g., an
article of M. Slonimsky, in which the author shows the necessity of nationalisa-
tion of the land, and the absurdity of the mere idea of landed property. That
the article should be published in this review is sufficiently astonishing. 7%he
Messenger of Europe is very distinctly Liberal. But if we turn to the bulk of
the Liberals, we find there many who are quite Socialists by conviction. Ameng
them especially, are a large number of followers of Karl Marx and the Socialism
of the German school. . . Generally the Liberals, who have originated fromn $he
same intellectual movement of which I spoke above, are imbued with all the
ideas that it has thrown into circulation. Their ideal is a society based on
liberty and self government, made up of advanced free individuals, with equal
rights, and a material position guaranteed by a regular economic organisation.
If after this we look at the programmes of the Socialists (i.e., Nihilists-Revolu-
tionists) party, we shall find it very difficult to draw a distinctive line between
the ideas of this party and of the Liberals.” (I would rather say advanced
section of the Liberals).

This unity of the democratic aspirations of the bulk of our educated
classes is certainly one of the best guarantees for the brilliant future:
of Russian Socialism, when once Russia gets rid of the incubus of her
present Government.

I will not go farther. From these cursory remarks the reader may
well see for himself that the book before me is a very valuable contri
bution indeed to English knowledge upon Russia, and is equally in-
teresting to students and general readers. The peculiar touch of
impartiality and fairness pervading Tikhomirov’s book will, I am sure,
not be one of its smaller attractions for the English reader.

STEPNIAK.

A Proposed Anti-Credit League.

A pAMPHLET entitled ¢ How to raise Wages,” by Edward S. Cooper, of
143 Queen Victoria Street, was put into my hands by the author the
other day. It is marked by an unusual insight into economic truth,
but is made to point a single one-sided moral. One point which is well
grasped is that the main cause of depression of trade arises from the
fact of the workers receiving in wages only a fraction of what they
produce, thus lessening their purchasing-power to a proportionate
extent. After speaking of the lowering of wages, which the author
regards as more due to ‘“the natural instinct of all men to acquire
material good ” than as the result of a law of competition among the
proletariat, he says: “To prevent wages being driven down to the
minimum that life can be supported on, @ resisting power needs to be
placed in the hands of every worker, and such can alone be found in
the power of self-employment. . . . Power to each one to trade or
manufacture on his own account must be given, and miserably paid
labour will then be of the past.” While it is undoubtedly true that
such a resisting power is necessary to fight the capitalist, our author
does not state, so far as I can see, what form it should take. The key
of the capitalist’s position being, of course, the monopoly of land and
capital, this monopoly must inevitably be broken up before he can be
dislodged ; and how this is to be done without collective effort of some
sort is not at all clear. But the point which absorbs most of the
author’s attention, so much indeed as to blind him to more obvious
issues, is what he calls the “artificial element ” of eredit -

‘* The operation is as follows: A trader commencing business with say, £1,000
capital will, by a judicious nse of the credit such a sum will command, make up
the sum to be traded with £10,000 and upon the larger amount he will. of course,

get more profit than the naked capital could possibly bring. A wage-earner
starting at the same time upon small savings and unable from their smallness to
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obtain credit, has no chance of success as against the trader with the large
amount ; for the latter can give as well as get credit and so absorbs the trade,
The wage-earner, as a result, succumbs ; capital gets everything into its hands
and labour has to a large extent to submit to its dictation. Enormous firms, both
manufacturing and distributive, absorb the trade of the country through their
power to give credit and to get it, while small traders and manufacturers are
being)pushed out of business to increase the number of dependent wage-earners.
One trader will have over 60 retail shops and absorb to himself the profits of the
whole. His capital would probably stock ten of them, credit doing the rest, and,
but for rapid accumulation under the credit system, he would probably have at
most but 3 or 4 shops and those serving under hiin would most likely be in the
others as masters and not servants. Another trader, having a large concern
started and supported on the same system, will have as many as 1500 persons
under him, all depending for subsistence, probably, upon the health, success, or
-caprice of one employer, and obliged to accept the remuneration that a liberal or
penurious nature may offer, instead of being self-employed. Thus the bearing of
credit on industry is altogether adverse to a healthy distribution of wealth, which
should follow skill, rather than capital, and would do so if left to natural laws
and not artificial arrangements.”

Now, while it is undoubtedly true that, as things co, credit enor-
mously helps the big capitalist, and is consequently an agent in crush-
ing out the smal] trader and independent artisan, it is by no means
sure that its abelition, and the consequent reversion to a ready-money
system, would do more than palliate the evils of commercialism, as the
primary monopoly of the means of life would be left untouched. It is
therefore extravagant to say that credit “is the source of all that is
mischievous in our industrial system.” Further, though it really seems
harsh to say so, the swallowing of thée small capitalist by the big is
a necessary part of the evolution towards the destruction of capitalism
altogether, and if credit helps this process it is working towards
Socialism from one side. And again, one day there will be thought to
he something gross and barbarous in a ready-money system, when
every man’s position as a free citizen of a working community shall be
* assured, and when the tender of a certain quantity of precious metal
in exchange for service rendered will be a childish superstition.

I conclude this hasty notice with a remark which seems particularly
acute when coming from one at present outside the pale of Socialist
economics :

‘¢ Laws of political economy appear to be nothing more than ascertained results
of industrial operations. They do not profess to explain, or deal with, the causes
producing and controlling such operations. There may be a recurrence of effects

noted ag unvarying as can be desired to establish any one of these laws, but, in-
fluence the causes, and a set of wholly different results will follow.,”

REGINALD A. BECKETT.

I

REVOLUTIONARY CALENDAR.

WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 11, 1888,

: e

5| Sun. | 1881. Thomas Carlyle died.
6 | Mon. | 1649. House of Lords abolished.
7 | Tues. | 1649. Monarchy abolished. 1812. Charles Dickens horn.
8 | Wed. : 1576. Robert Burton born. 1886. Unemployed riots in West End.
! 1887. Anniversary Meeting on Clerkenwell Green proclaimed
! but held.
9 | Thur. : 1848. Great Protection Demonstration in London. 1849, Procla-
1‘ mation of Roman Republic.
10 | Fri. | 1843. R(i‘chard Carlile died. 1880. Attempted Execution of the
. Szar.
11 | Sat. 1650. René Descartes died. 1867. Great Reform Meeting in the
I Agricultural Hall.

Thomas Carlyle.—Feb. 5th, 1851, died Thomas Carlyle, the Grand Old Irre-
«concilable, who was born at Kcclefechan, in Duirfriesshire, Dec. 14th, 1795. The
son of a farmer, he had some slight education at Annan, and being intended for
the Church entered Edinburgh University at the age of 14 and remained there
seven years. Was two years a teacher of mathematics in Fifeshire, and there
decided to forego the Church in favour of literature. In 1823, he began by con-
tributing to Brewster’s ¢ Edinburgh Encyclopedia’ articles on Montesquien,
Montaigne, and others ; translated a work on ¢ Geometry,” to which he added
an ¢ Essay on Proportion.” Geethe’s ¢ Wilhelm Meister >and ¢ Life of Schiller’
follr‘m'ed next. In 1827 married, and in 1834 moved to London, and there died
in (/he){ne Walk, Chelsea. In 1837, published ¢ French Revolution ’ and * Char-
tism’; in 1839, ¢ Five Vols. of Collected Essays’; in 1840, he delivered as lec-
tures * Hero-Worship ’; ¢ Past and Present’ 1843, ¢ Latter-Day Pamphlets’ 1830,
¢ Life of John Stirling’ 1851. In 18¢0-64, ‘Life of Frederick the Great’
appeared ; was clected Rector of Edinburgh University in 1865. In December,
1573, accepted the Prussian Royul Order ¢ For Merit,’ but in 1875 declined the
English Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath. Not a Freethinker himself but
a maker of such ; not a reformer but an inspirer of such ; not a Socialist, but
possessed with such a deadly hatred of our shoddy civilization, that some of Lis
words, such for instance as those about the Poor House, seem to hissor burn. His
terrific attacks on bad law-makers and worse administrators, and his constant
contempt and belittling of every efiort at reform ; his persistent iconoclasm and
quite as persistent iconolatry, his egotisin and his pity, make up a wonderfal
study in the Gospel of Grumlle without a suggestion for hope ; magnificent
strings of musical words leading to everlasting Nowhere, unless it really be in
his idea that the genuine use of gunpowder is to make all men alike tall.—T., S.

Charles Dickens.—Feb. 7th, 1612, at Landport, son of a navy pay-clerk en-
gaged in Po{tsmouth deckyard, born Charles Dickens, who later scaldedZin
* Little Dorrit,” Government officials and Circumlocutionists generally. Early
removal of the family to London made Dickens a Lendoner, and he died Thars-
day, June 9, 1870, very much a victim to the cockney life which great success in
life forces on such men who live in cities. The rudiments of his education he
received from his mother, followed by some from a Baptist minister while living
in Chatham. On a second removal to London, after o short period of blacking
packing, he went to Wellington House Academy in the Hampstead Road, and
then began life us an office-boy, studying meanwhile shorthand, and wassoon fairly
tloated on his literary life. After the first flight, he was in the usnal sense of the
term a constantly growing success, and too early death was the result. In him

was lost a good democrat, both as writer and worker. In Betty Higden he gives
expression to the popular epinion on-our Poor Law. It is usual to decry novels -
written with a purpose, but moat of his writings are so and to a large extent :
purpose was fulfilled. In ¢ Dombey and Son’ we have a picture of bourg
society, where woman is hawked from place to place for a good markdt; snd’
recognised simply to breed sons to *“ Houses ”; in ¢ David Copperfield " also ‘§bi ,
Woman Question in various forms bulks largely. Attacking in ¢ Pickwick! geé i
Fleet, and in * Little Dorrit ’ the Marshalsea, he did good work, and so in adl; .
but the ¢ Lesson for Our*Day’ is in the ¢ Tale of Two Cities.” Some suggest thﬁt. '
early in the 21st century will be written a similar work for this country, with !
Winans or Lady Matheson taking the place of Monsieur the Marquis; a Cui-
ninghame Graham acts nephew; a Murdoch or Macrea plays Jacques, and &
stock-jobbing Chancellor of Exchequer plays up to a lamp-iron. In book or’
speech or letter he was always for the poor and the weak, and almost warmly he
writes of some people who having a petition treated with disrespect took their
rides, whereupon the gentlemanly party walked out without a blow.—T. S.

Protectionist Demonstration.—The fact that it was.an attempted demonstration
in favour of Protection which led to the affair of *“Black Monday,” lends in-
terest to the fact that almost on the same day forty years ago there was a great
demonstration to Trafalgar Square with the same object. A langhable contrast
too does that of ’86 show to that of 48! A procession of boats gathered in
three divisions at North Fleet Hope, Long Reach, and Limehouse, and proceeded
by water to Westminster Bridge with flags flying ; the shipping on the river
also flew their colours and fired guns. There were 192 boats, manned by about
1,150 men, drawn by three steamers carrying from 1,000 to 1,200 masters, mates,
and petty officers. They marched from the water to Trafalgar Square, turned
there and marched back again and re-embarked, sending a deputation to the
Home Office by the way. It was noticed that every aid was given both by the
Government and the police to this meeting, while those of the reformers held
the same year yere continually being ¢ warrened.”—S.

Richard Carlile.—Born at Ashburton, Devonshire, Dec. 8, 1790; died at —,
Bouverie Street, Feb. 10, 1843. Having learnt in the village free school to read,
write, cypher, and know enough Latin to read a prescription, he went into a
chemist’s shop at Exeter, but left through being set a task he resented. For
awhile he coloured pictures for his mother’s shop, and then was apprenticed to
a tinman, a hard master, who made the iron bite deep into his soul. In 1813 he
got a job in the Blackfriars Road, and in 1816 in Holborn. Here he saw a work
of Tom Paine’s for the first time, and was roused by it into action. He wrote
letters to newspapers, and tried to interest Hunt and Cobbett, but without
success. 1In 1817, Wooler’s Black Dwarf appeared, and was more to Carlile’s
taste than Cobbett’s Register. Borrowing £1 from his employer and braving all
dangers (the Habeas Corpus Act was suspended), he started out on the 9th of
March, 1817, with 100 Dwarfs in a handkerchief ; for several weeks he con-
tinued to carry it round, walking 30 miles a-day for about 1s. 3d. When Steill,
the publisher of the Dwarf, was taken, Carlile volunteered for the place but was
not accepted. He printed and sold 25,000 copies of Southey’s Wat Tyler, de-
spite the protest of the renegade writer. Hone’s Parodies being suppressed,
Carlile reprinted them, and also a number of his own, The Political Litany, The
Sinecurist’s Creed, etc. These cost him 18 weeks in prison, from wheunce he was
released without trial when Hone was acquitted. In 1818, he issued Paine’s
works with a memoir, and being attacked followed them up with similar publi-
cations. DBy the end of October, there were six indictments against him ; next
month he was condemned to £1,500 fine, and three years in prizon. His trial
lasted three days, and attracted world-wide notice ; it was forbidden to intro-
duce any news of it into Russia. In jail he began the Republican, which ran to
14 vols. (7 years), 12 being dated from Dorchester jail. Mrs. Carlile joined her
husband for two years in 1821 for publishing Republican and other works ; but
he still managed to publish, and at once issued a report of her trial.  £6,000 was
raised by a ¢ Constitutional Association,” at the head of which was the Duke
of Wellington, to put down the ‘centre of infection” and prosecute Carlile’s
assistants ; the sheriff seized his house, 55, Fleet Street, with all its contents;
and still his publications issued from the prison. Next year (1822) the house
was again seized under the pretence of satisfying the fines; but from neither
seizure was one farthing paid off the fines ; what was taken was clear plunder,
and he had to work out his fines in prison at the rate of 12 months per £500.
July, 1821, his sister Mary Ann was fined £3500, and impriscned for a year for
publishing his Ncw Year's Address to the Reformers of Great Britain. In 1825,
the Cabinet resolved to discontinue the prosecutions, but the last nine of his
shopmen who had been arrested were made to complete their time, Peel refusing
to knock off a day. None of his publications had been suppressed. After his
release Carlile published 7'h¢ Gorgon, and The Lion, a 6d. weekly. In 1830, to
encourage free speech, he hired the Rotunda in Blackfriars Road ; most promi-
nent men in London attended the discussions, and, stimulated by the French
Revolution of that year, the liberty of speaking was such as had never been
attained before in England. Carlile’s house was assessed for church rates and
his goods seized ; he retorted by taking out the front windows and showing a
bishop arm in arm with a devil and a distraining officer. He was fined and
called upon to give sureties ; refusing, he was imprisoned for three years. In
1834-5, he was again imprisoned for ten weeks—making a total imprisonment of
9 years and 4 months. At one time when his shopmen were so often arrested,
he had an arrangement with the names of his books, etc., on a dial; the pur-
chaser turned the hand to the one he wanted, and on depositing the price it
dropped before him. He left his body when dying to St. Thomas’s Hospital for
dissection. He did more than other Englishman tor the freedom of the press,
of which, by the way, he said truly that ¢ the greatest despotism ruling the
press is popular ignorance.” His life (by G. J. Holyoake) and works of all kinds
are well worth attention from students of the popular movement in England.-—S.

Reform League Demonstration.—Meeting in Trafalgar Square, a procession of
about 60,000, headed by the mounted farriers and a band, and well sprinklefi
with banners of the League and different trade societies, marched to tll_e Agri-
cultural Hall, where a meeting was held. On the route the procession was
watched by princes, lords, and so on in large numbers ; in one club window was
Charles Dickens in the midst of a bevy of bishops. The hall was refxche(;l at
two o’clock and was quickly filled, thousands not being able to get in. The
chair was taken by Mr. Beales, and the speakers were Ernest Jones (who received
an ovation), Professors Rogers and Beasley, T. B. Potter, P. A. Taylor ar.Jd The
O’Donoghue, M.P.’s, Councillor Bird (of Glasgow), the Rev. _Arthur 0 Ne}ll, and
Mr. Bradlaugh. A letter was read from J. 8. Mill, and during the evening the

¢ Reform Minstrels ” sang the ¢* Reform Chorus.”—S.

OUTRAGE AT THE BritisH MusevM.—A painful incident occurred during
the forenoon of the 24th in the Reading Room of the British Museum. One
of the readers—a clergyman—was observed (?eliberately cutting one of the
volumes and secreting the cuttings. On being challenged by one of the
detectives he denied the charge, although when taken before the authorities
he admitted the offence and produced the cuttings. He was “ignominiously
expelled and his ticket cancelled.” Private property he would be imprisoned
for stealing, but for destroying the common property of the people he goes
unpunished, his name not even being published. For such criminal laxit;
the library authorities deserve a sharp rebuke.—S. ‘
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HAVE YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE BEFORE NOW : FIRST, FEW MEN
HEED IT; NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT; LASTLY, ALL MEN ACCEPT 1T—AND THE CAUSE IS WON |
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Qommunications invited on Social Questions. They should be written on one side of
the paper, addressed to the Editors, 18 Farringdon Rd., B.C., and accompanied
ty ihe name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication.

As all articles are signed, no special significance attaches to them because of their posi-
tion in these pages. None to be taken asmore than in a general manner expressing
the views of the League as a body, except it be so explicitly declared, by the Editors.

Fejected MSS. only returned if a stamped directed envelope is forwarded with them.

Subscriptions.—For Europe and United States, including postage, per year, 6s.
iz months, 3s.; three months, 1s. €d.

Business communications to be addressed to Manager of the COMMONWEAL, 13 Far-
ringdon Road, E.C. Remittances in Postal Orders or halfpenny stamps.

W. T.—Reccived, but hardly worth notice, the thing is so usual.

(. P.—Thanks ; hardly suitable.

IroNSIDE CAPTaIN.—Look out for the Link, and meanwhile read your divections.

CALENDAR.—Yes ; as already announced, the Calendar will be printed at the end
of the year. Send on any events you notice omitted or would like inserted.

FPeriodicals recetved during the week ending Wednesday February 1.

ENGLAND Denver (Col.) Labor Enquirer |
Fort Worth (Tex)—South West |
Hammonton(NJ)CreditFoncier
Milwaukee (Wis.)— Volksblatt
N Haven—Workmen'sAdvocate
Providence (R.1.)—Tle People
San Francisco (Cal) The People
Coast Seamen’s Journal

Beraronm
Ghent—Vooruit
Brussels—L’Avant-Garde
Liege—L’Avcnir

Spaiy
Madrid—El Socialista
Barcelona—Acracia

Jus
London—Freic Presse
Labour Tribune
Norwich—Daylight
Railway Review
Worker's Friend

NEw SouTH WaLes

PORTUGAL
Hamilmu—n?sgﬁl SanFrancisco Arbeiter-Zeitung | Lishon—O0 Protesto Operario
lo's Fri Fraxce GERMANY
Madras—People’s Friend is—Cri du Peuple (dail Darli - nil
Bankipore Behar Horald | Terig-Cridu Pouplc (daily) | Berlin—Volks Tribune
UNITED STATES La Revolte ip v l‘?(UfSTMAd
New York—Der Sozialist Lille—Le Travaillcur Tunn—yolksireun
Freiheit Guise—Le Devoir ! . Rounaxsia
Truthseeker OLLAND Muncitoriul
Volkszeitung Hague—Recht . DENMARK
Solidarity Amsterdam—Voorwaarts ' Social-Demokraten
Chicago—Labor Enquirer ITaLY : SWEDEN
Vorbote | Milan—TI1 Faseio Operaio Stockholm, Social-Demokraten

Chicago—Alarm

\ Marsala—La Nuova Lta Malmo—Arbetet

THE NEW ETHIC.

PropapLy few subjects have been more written about and discussed
both by philosophers properly so-called and by the ordinary man of
letters, than the meaning and basis of Ethics. DButin all that has been
talked on the subject of Ethics it has been almost invariably assumed
that the problem was to cxplain and deal with moral obligation or duty
as a basal, perhaps, but nevertheless isolated, fact of human nature.
Again, the sanctions of conscience have either been treated by moral
philosophy as something not merely & priori, but supernatural and
absolute, or else they have been confounded with the mere phenomena
of the moral consciousness. The first of these standpoints is that of
the old metaphysical schools and of those modern semi-theological
writers who found more or less on them ; the second is that of the
modern Empiricists who in this as in other departments, think they
have exhausted the essence of a thing after they have merely traced
the series of its phenomenal expression. With these latter as with the
others, morality is a matter centering in the individual character ; the
individual living in society, that is, in combination with otker indi-
viduals, finding it necessary to his own enjoyment or even existence to
recognise certain obligations towards other individuals on condition of
their recognising the same as regards himself. This, which of course is
the ethical side of the Social Contract theory, has been handed down
from Bacon, Hobbes and Locke to Bentham and Mill and those who
have been inspired by them. It resolves all morality into a question
of individual utility. For this, despite all protestations to the contrary,
is what the theory really says. The former theory is no less but rather
more individualistic. According to it, moral sanctions are absolute
and eternal, inasmuch as they constitute part of the relation of the
individual soul to its Divine source, and hence their connection with
society is purely accidental. It will be seen then that both the ordi-
nary theories—the ordinary spiritualistic theory and the ordinary
materialistic theory—alike regard morality as having for its end the
individual. The theological ethics find its criterion and aim in indi-
vidual “purity,” “humility,” ¢likeness to God,” etc.; the empirical
ethic finds it in the fulfilment of the pledges towards other individuals
which his existence in community with those other individuals implies
—his non-interference in fact with their rights as individuals. Self-
interest is the keynote of both moral systems. The theological or
spiritualistic system apotheosises the “soul.” Its method is a con

February 4, 1888.

tinuous introspection and communing of the individual with his own.
soul. Out of this comes the higher morality on its lines. The Em-
piricist apotheosises ¢ self-interest,” which to him is the ultimate fact
in human nature, the problem being therefore to deduce morality from
self-interest, and the method to identify the necessary requirements of’
social existence with self-interest. By self-interest is here meant the
interest of the individual as individual. Both these theories it will
also be observed, as before said, regard Ethics as an isolated fact to be
explained apart from the concrete whole of human nature to which
they belong. Such a treatment as this is necessarily abstract, and
every treatment must be so that ncglects to take into account the
entire evolution of society, in which human nature is shown in the
making, so to speak, and in which the several elements constituting it.
are displayed in their interconnection.

This has not been altogether unrecognised. Auguste Comte and
Mr. Herbert Spencer, although taking their stand on Empirical
Ethics, have both endeavoured to deduce morality from general social
evolution, but the empirical method which they adopted, precluded
them from attaining any real insight into the matter. The mere
phenomena of the moral consciousness collated and forced into accord-
ance (more or less) with the assumption that the antagonism of self-
interest and social interest is permanent and that morality is always
a conscious effort to reconcile the two, can never afford anything but
a fallacious view of things. Add to the above that in both cases,
especially in that of Comte, not merely the current bourgeois ethics,
but even the relics of the older theological Introspectionism are
obtrusively evident, and it will be quite clear that but little is to be
expected from the learned and popular writers in question in this
way of a philosophy of ethics.

Before we can hope to attain such a pkilosophy we have to get rid
of the notion that society is at hottom an aggregate of individuals, and
that hence there is a permanent artagonism between individual and
community, or that these two categories are ultimate or absolute in
any sense. The recognition of this is only the obverse side of the
recognition of the dependence of ethics—that is, of the view taken of
duty, of the relation of the individual to other individuals and to the-
community—on the material conditions, social and economical. As
soon as society can be said to exist at all, ethical sentiment must exist
implicitly if not explicitly. The ethical sentiment is the correlate in
the ideal sphere of the fact of social existence in the material. The
one is as necessarily implied in the other, as the man is implied by the
shadow. But just as the shadow bears the impress of the particular
man whose shadow it is, so does the ethics bear the impress of the
particular society whose ethics it is.

The essence of the sentiment of duty is that the content, the mean-
ing, of individuality is not coincident with the form of the living
individual. This content is not exhausted in the form, but seeks its
completion outside its form. Otherwise explained, the individual is
dependent ; he is not a self-contained whole in himself, but an element
in a larger whole. The end of everything is to realise itself ; to reach
its highest expression. In the consciousness of the inadequacy of the
torm of individuality to the content of individuality, and the desire
to realise or inform this content adequately, consists moral sentiment,
and what is the same thing in a higher potency, religious sentiment,
If the above be admitted, it follows that there can be no greater
absurdity than the attempt to found morality on a calculation of profit-
and-loss to the individual, or in other words, on the self-interest of the
Utilitarians, Out of pure Individualism it is impossible to get an.
ethic at all, since morality is that side of the individual or the
personality which proclaims his inadequacy. It is the expression
of the abiding contradiction within himi. In one respect the theo-
logical and (in the popular sense) metaphysical Ethic has more plaus-
ability than this crudely materialistic Ethic of the English thinkers.
The former at least recognises the inadequacy of the content to the
form in individuality, it sees that the individual is not a self-contained
whole, and that in this fact the ethical problem takes its root. The
explanation offered, the solution of the contradiction, is of course found
in God as the tclos of all things; in God the individual finds his per-
fection, his realisation, the want of which, considered per se, is indi-
cated in the moral and religious sentiment. This is at least in one
sense an intelligible explanation, which is more than can be said of the
Benthamite theory. If the individual is a complete and independent
totality, if his end is in himself, then any voluntary self-restraint even,
let alone self-sacrifice, on the part of the individual is unintelligible.
‘We are aware, of course, of the attempts made to evade this difficulty
—of enlightened self-interest, and the rest. But allowing the greatest.
possible latitude to the “enlightenment” displayed in the profit-and-
loss calculation, we still contend it leaves the main body of moral
activity unexplained. Admitting the hypothesis, when was the account
originally cast up, and how has it been modified? If the individual
contains his end within himself as person, where can the obligation lie
to prefer a painful course, let us say, which can never possibly redound
to the interest, enlightened or otherwise, of his personality, to a pleasur-
able one which cannot (we will suppose) result in any ulterior pain to
himself as individual? To talk of obligation in such a case as this is
plainly absurd, when the standard of obligation is supposed to lie
within the skin of the individual; for on the hypothesis neither the
““enlightened ” nor unenlightened interest of that individual is con-
cerned in the matter. To affirm merely that the *“enlightened ” self-
interest always lies on the side of virtue, is simply to beg the question
in the baldest manner and explain nothing.

ErxesT BELFORT Dax.
(To Le contiiued.)
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THE GENTEEL IRISH BANK CLERK.

THERE aré nine banking eorporations in Ireland. Of these the wealthiest
is the Bank of Ireland. It keeps all Government accounts, and changes
its rates of discomat writh the Bank of England. Clerkships are
obtained by competitive examination. But education is a secondary
consideration to the.directorate, which, before the examination, care-
fully investigates the social position of the candidate, and when he has
passed requires from ‘him ‘ respectable” security for one thousand
pounds. The successful candidate is almost immediately sent as junior
clerk to one of the branches, on the salary of sixty pounds per annum,
which rises to one hundred, but rarely increases much further.

The attempt to be genteel on a salary inferior to the wage of many
a skilled artisan forms the main difficulty of the Irish bank clerk’s
mind. No matter how provincial the life around, he is the best dressed
man in the town, insisting on the latest cut after the Dublin fashions,
which, though not always similar, are as expensive as those of London.
In the dullest and smallest country town he is seen every day with
kid gloves, high collar,.and spotless clothes. His lodgings cost, on an
average, ten shillings per week ; that is, a third of his salary. Citizens
usually associate dreams of the country with cheapness of board and
lodging ; the genteel Irish bank clerk soon realises the bitterness of
‘this delusion. Rich men often dress shabbily and feed on simple diet ;
the genteel Irish bank clerk dresses richly, lives luxuriously, and yet
is an extremely poor man. He can make this fine show on his miser-
able pittance because he is -offered almost unlimited credit. Country
shopkeepers never refuse credit to a bank clerk, because they them-
selves are dependent for credit on the banks, and belicve it is gcod
,policy to be accommodating to the officials.

An Irish country towr is divided socially into six or seven grades.
"The genteel bank clerk forims one of these grades by himself. He is

:above the shopkeepers and below the proprietary class, that is, those
awho draw incomes from stoeks or land and do no work. This latter
-¢lass are chiefly those who belong to what are called “good families,”
good not from a moral point of view, but rather in the sense, good-for-
mnothing. The shopkeepers speak reverently of the clerk as “one of
the gentlemen in the bank,” the good families mention him as ‘“only
:a bank clerk,” and contemptuously ignore him.

In most towns with banks there are reading-rooms, debating societies,
and political clubs—democratic institutions with which the genteel
ank clerk will not contaminate himself. He may attain to member-
ship of a lawn-tennis club, and if so he is happy; but he is still
happier if he is admitted to the ordinary social club, for here he meets
the gentry, and they may speak with him in the coffee-room though
they never seem to see him in the streets. -As a general rule he is
acquainted with a few merchants, one or two professional men, and
the district inspector of constabulary ; but the solicitors, though pro-
fessional men, he will not know; and, in a town where there are
several different banks, the clerks of the Bank of Ireland usually hold
aloof from the clerks of the other banks.

Of course, the attitude of the genteel Irish bank clerk towards
social questions is one of absolute ignorance. ' Cut off from all the
intellectual resources of a city, he becomes an easy prey to the miser-
able sensual seductions of the country town. When he leaves his
office in the evening, he goes for a drink ; then to dinner, after which
he spends his time in the bar or billiard-room of an hotel, and goes
home to bed frequently with unsteady steps. Next morning, however,
he speeds sprucely to his office, kid gloves and all.

In politics he is a Conservative. He hates the national movement,
not only because he does not comprehend it but chiefly because it is
democratic, and all the yearnings of his soul are towards gentility.
He speaks of the Irish members as a ¢ pack of cads.” He would not
be content with imprisoning the leaders of the people, but would hang
them.

The public who see him in daily and familiar proximity to heaps of
notes and specie, are apt to confound his resources with those of the
bank. Yet when he wants an increase of salary, he cringingly begs
for it as a rare favour. When obtained it seldom exceeds £10.

Of his own profession, that of banking, he is profoundly ignorant.
He is not interested in the art of banking or the science of political
economy. He is a mere totting machine.

The merchants, the shopkeepers, even the farmers who enter to
daposit their savings—the working stock of the bank—know more of
banking and the current condition of the financial world than the
genteel bank clerk himself.

If he lives long enough, thirty or forty years more, he will gradually
assimilate some few official facts which will render him eligible for the
position of manager. Such is the summit of his ambition.

He will then possess one of the best houses in the town ; the good
families may still ostracise him, but his social circle will widen with
the permanent addition of the doctor, the clergy, and the richest of
the merchants, who, though they despise the clerk, fear the manager.

OLDER STRANGE.

“Live within your means ” is the advice given by the Journal of United
Labour, and very good old-fashioned advice it is. But the means of every
honest producer of wealth should be sufficient to provide the best of whole-
some food, good clothing, -and a happy and comfortable home for himself
and kis family, together with all that is needful and wholesome in the way
of books, amusements, and virtuous pleasure. Any system of society which
denies this is an iniquitous system.—ZLabowr Reformer.

N Ly

THE LAW AND LIBERTY LEAGUE.

THE first general meeting of the Law and Liberty League was held on' the
25th ult. at the National League Hall, 26, Gt. Smith Street, Westminster
J. Tims, Metropolitan Radical Federation, in chair. Forty-seven associa-
tions sent delegates. Annie Besant read report of provisional committee,.
setting forth the objects of the League and nature of the organiniion by
which it proposed to carry out its work. The treasurer’s report showed
£680 subscribed and £525 expended, as follows—Legal expenses, £320 ;-
fines, £33 ; relief, £80 ; hire of halls and offices, £25; printing, postage,.
etc., £20 ; salary and miscellaneous, £20 ; funeral expenses, £27. Liabili-
ties incurred amount to £600 more, for which further subscriptions are
earnestly requested. The general council was ordered to meet on the second
Saturday in each month at seven o'clock. The chief discussion took place
upon the organisation of the Vigilance and Ironside circles, which are being
formed in London, and which it was proposed to place under the direction
of the executive of the League ; ultimately all that had been done was en-
dorsed. The following members were elected as members of the executive
committee :—W. Morris, S.L.; J. Tims, M.R.F.; Annie Besant, Fabian ;
Brady, LN.L.; Herbert Burrows, S.D.F.; Pike, Hackney district; W. T.
Stead ; F. Smith, S. Army ; Stewart Headlam, L.R.L.; Ben. Ellis, Peckham ;
Stern, Marylebone and West London ; and G. Bateman, S.D.F. The follow-
ing resolution was carried unanimously with great enthusiasm :—

““That this meeting expresses (1) its abhorrence of the sham administration.
of justice that disgraces our police-courts, and the courts of quarter sessions,
whenever men accused of offences in defence of liberty are tried by magistrates
without juries; (2) its indignation at the scandalous outrage on humanity and
civilisation involved in treating political prisoners in London and in Ireland as
criminal conviets ; (3) its surprise and disgust that no Liberal leader has deigned
to express his sympathy with the sufferings so heroically borne by so many
working-men in their attempt to vindicate the right of free speech in the time-
honoured meeting-place of the London democracy. And this meeting further
resolves that copies of this resolution be sent to all the occupants of the front
Opposition bench, to all metropolitan members, and to all metropolitan magis-
trates.”

GEORGE ENGEL.

HE was born on April 15, 1836, in the city of Cassel, Germany. His father
died when George was eighteen months old, and left a poor widow with four
small children. When George was twelve years old his mother died, and he
was thus thrown upon the mercy of the world. He knew already what
hunger meant, and he now learned what starvation was. A hard struggle
was ahead for the poor, friendless boy. But finally the clouds began to
lighten. He crossed the path of a kind and good man, a painter by trade,
in Frankfort-on-the-Main, and stayed with him until he had learned his
trade. Then he began, like many other workers, his “travellings.” In
January, 1873, he went to Philadelphia, and secured work in a sugar factory.
The summer came, and he began work again in his calling as a painter. In
Philadelphia, for the first time in his life, he heard something about serious
labour troubles. 'The militia marcbed along the strects. They came from
the coal mines, where they had “subjugated some troublesome, starving
miners.” “I watched them,” he says, “ when a bystander said t> me:
¢ These scoundrels ought to be hung on the spot.” That remark surprised
me, for, at that time, being an ‘ignorant foreigner, I sang the praises of
this ‘free and glorious’ country. I told him anybody could earn good wages
if he wanted to, and save money besides ; in short, I reiterated the well-
known trash of the capitalistic newspapers. I earned what was called good
wages, and laid by a little for a rainy day. The rainy days came soon
enough; I became sick, my savings were soon gone.” He removed to
Chicago, where, for the first time in his life, he heard something of So-
cialism. A fellow-worker induced him to vead Socialistic literature, and
won Engel over to Socialism. Later on, when many Socialists despairing
of the ballot as a remedy, formed the International Working People’s Asso-
ciation, Engel became one of the most active workers among them. About
the labour problem he says: “The development of machinery renders-
working-men more and more superfluous, puts them on the road, and de-
grades others from skilled labourers to mere machine hands. The solution
of the labour question is in co-operation. There can be no question that
the present owners of land and machinery never will give them up to the
reople without resistance. The strikers and boycotters are met with the
policemen’s clubs, the rifle of the militia, and the deadly bullets of the
Pinkertons. The history of all times teaches us that the oppressing classes
always maintain their tyrannies by force and violence. The right to vote
is, in my opinion, a double-edged sword, a most dangerous weapon. It
makes the wage-slave believe that he is a freeman, while his enemies use
that illusion niost effectively to his deception and enslavement. . . . Some
day, not twenty-five ycars from now, the war will break out. There is no
doubt about that in"my mind. Therefore, all working-men should unite,
and prepare for the last war, whose outcome will be the end, forever, of all
war, and will bring peace and happiness to all mankind.”

They who seek nothing but their own just liberty have always a right to win-
it and to keep it whenever they have the power, be the voices ever so numerous
that oppose it.—John Milton. .

The most obvious division of society is into rich .xmd poor ; and it is no less -
obvious that the number of the former bear a great dxspmpor’glon to those of the
latter. The whole business of the poor is to administer to the idleness, folly, and
luxury of the rich; and that the rich in return is to find the best methods of
confirming the slavery and increasing the burthfnlls. of the poor. In a state qf
nature, it is an invariable law that a man’s acquisitions are wn proporiion to his
labours. In a state of artificial society, it is a law as constant and invariable
that those who labour most enjoy the fewest things, and that those that labour
not at all have the greatest number of enjoyments. A constitution of things this
strauge and ridiculous beyond expression. We scarce behew_’, a thmg'whe_n we
are told it, which we actually see before our eyes every day without being in the
least surprised. . . . Indeed the blindness of one part of mankind, co-operating
with the frenzy and villainy of the other, has been the real builder of this respect-
able fabric of political society. And as their blindness has caused their slavery,
in return their sf of slavery is made a pretence for ‘continuing them in a state
of blindness. —Edmund Burke.
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THE LABOUR STRUGGLE.
' BRITAIN. :

Two hundred men have been thrown idle by a fire in Kelty Colliery, Fife-
shire. The owner is insured; and the workers can undergo privation until
the machinery restarts.

The Fife and Clackmannan miners have decided to stop work for a fort.
- night, owing to the refusal of the employers to withdraw the notice of a 10
per cent. reduction in wages. .

MIDDLESBOROTUGH STEEL-WORKERS.—The strike has resulted in the manager
withdrawing his obnoxious pressure on the men by which he would have
separated them from their union, and the men will therefore return to work
80 soon as the extensions ani repairs are completed.

It is reported that the North Eastern Railway Company keep two men
employed on a pilot engine at Leeds passenger station fourteen hours every
day. As this engine is continuously working in and out of the station among
passenger trains and other engines, the dangers of such a system are too
apparent to need any words from us to explain them.w—h’.ailwag/ Revior.

ScorrisH MiNerr’ FeEpeRATiON.—After a protracted sitting on Tuesday,
the Scottish Miners’ Federation passed the following resolution : “That this
conference approves of the policy agreed upon by the men of Fife and Clack-
mannan, namely, 14 days’ holiday, and strongly urges upon the miners
throughout the country to adopt five days per week and eight hours per
day.”

END oF A STRIKE.—The strike of the irou-ove Jabourers employed by the
Port-Glasgow Harbour Trust terminated on Thursday. The men struck
work about a fortnight ago, to have their wages increased from Gd. to 7d. an
hour. The advauce was temporarily granted, but was again taken off. At
a meeting of a deputation of the men and the Trust, it was agreed to begin
work at 63d. per hour, and the men have resumed.

Tae CHAINMAKERS.—The result of the 18 months’ strike amongst the
chainmakers has been that the men have tried co-operation, and find it is
the best remedy they have yet used against the oppression of the small petti-
fogging masters who have reduced the whole trade to so pitiable a state.
They have now good hopes that their long struggle which has entered on
a new phase is near its ending.

NoRTHUMBERLAND MINERS.—The outcome of the miners’ conference has
resulted in the following resolutions being addressed to the owners: “(1)
‘That the working day shall be eight hours from bank to bank in case of
single shifts, and seven hours in case of double shifts ; (2) That one day’s
holiday be taken in every week ; (3) that there be a week’s seoppage through-
out the country in order to exhaust tlie surplus stocks and secure 10 per
-cent. advance in wages.” The masters of the district decline to comply with
the resolutions.

.. ScorTisE SHALE MINERS,—A¢t a conference at Broxburn, a series of reso-
lutions was adopted recommending united action at once to obtain the wages
taken off in July last, advising miners not to sign_contract and rules which
.demand more than five days per week from individual workmen ; and that
there should be a general idle day. In regard to the tenancy of houses, the

resolution was to the effect that, iit event of strikes or lock-outs, companies |-

De not entitled to evict till matters in dispute have been referred to arbi-
tration.

Tre CorroN TrADE.—Depression is reported in the Lancashire cotton
trade. There are several difliculties between masters and workpeople at
Blackburn. Over 500 weavers bave struck work on the ground of bad
material. An agjtation is on at Brierfield in the plain printing trade, and a
strike is expected. The weavers complain they cannot get to know the
length of the pieces they weave. The quarterly reports of the Weavers’
Associations state that the number of members has increased, and the union

- all rcund is in a better position.

It is stated that, in the hope of doing something  to bridge over the gulf
which separates class from class in London,” a sum of two hundred pounds
per annum has been guaranteed for five years to support a mission for the
benefit of the men empleyed at the Great Eastern Railway at Stratford.
‘Without saying a word against this or any other philanthropic mission, we
must confess that we cannot see how such efforts, however well intentioned
they may be, can bridge over the gulf that separates the classes. So long as
railway-magnates, rolling in wealth, grind down their workmen to the lowest
pittance, the gulf will not be so casily bridged as some seem to imagine.—
Railway Review. .

Duxpee Corroy SpPiNNERS.—Many of the spinners who struck work in
three Dundee mills on Monday, causing fully 2,000 persons to be thrown
idle, have returned to work. At North Dudhope Works so few spinners
returned that the works were closed for the day. There are still about 800
pérsons idle, but the strike may be said to have collapsed, the operatives
having returned on the old terms. At an adjourned meeting of Dundee
millowners and manufacturers it was reported that about three-fourths of
the trade had been waited upon with reference to the proposal to put the
works on short time by closing them on Saturdays, and that they were
unanimous in favour of the movement: It was agreed to hold another meet-
ing next week, by which time the remaining membérs of the trade will have
been called upon.

The colliers at Northwood Colliery, Hanley, have come out on strike
_against an order of the. manager to discontinue the use of gunpowder in
firing shots.” The proprietors insist upoun the use of gelatine or lime cart-
ridges for blasting purposes, which are said to be proof against explosions ;
bat the men objgct on the ground that their earnings will be diminished.
Why should not the owners be compelled to adopt “all the resources of
-civilisation ” to protect the lives of the miners? Why should the workers
e called upon to jeopardise their lives and limbs and the wellbeing of their
families, or be taxed out of their starvation wage to provide proper appli-
.ances for safe working ? These are-questions which all those who read this
-column should seriously consider. .

PROGRESS, AND POVERTY.

At the annual meeting of the Ashton and district Miners” Associatf,
heldt in Bolton last week, Mr. S. Woods, miners’ agent, presented a report of
the year’s operations. It stated that 94 lives were lost in connection withy
the West Lancashire coalfield during 1886. During 1887 wages had been
lower thaf ever, the average wage of thousands of colliers being 14s. to 16s.
per week, There had been 54 local strikes, 18 of them beifg stated to be

the result of either political or petty spite by underground fRanagers.
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There is still a vast amount of destitution and distress at Greenwich and
Deptford notwithstanding the reported revival of trade. 1n Greenwich alone
there are more than 2000 out of :employment, and more than 60D are in a
state of absolute destitution, and the Tesources of the Guardians are taxed
to the utmost. In spite of the most strenuous efforts the distress apparently
increases. It is to be hoped that the efforts of the relief committee may be
able to cope with the situation, which is very serious. .o

From Ireland the same dismal tale of trade depression and distress is
heard. In Drogheda the building trades are at a standstill, the cotton mills
have begun working half-time, the iron works of Messrs. Grendon & Co.
have been working half-time for months past. In the Arran Islands the
distress is so great that there is talk of the Irish Executive starting relief-
works and providing seed potatoes for the islanders.

MeTROPOL:TAN PaUPERISM.—The weekly return of metropolitan pauperism
shows that the total number of paupers relieved in the third week of last
month was 106,969, of whom 60,549 were indoor and 46,420 outdoor paupers.
The total number relieved shows an increase of 2,998 over the corresponding
week of last year, 8,939 over 1885, and 10,366 over 1884. The total number
of vagrants relieved on the last day of the week was 1,136, of whom 1,044
were men, 144 women, and 48 children under sixteen.

How Piurers ARE FED.—At a meeting of a Welsh Board of Guardians
Mr. Murray Browne, Government inspector, said some of the inmates com-
plained of the fish dinners. Mr. Cornelius Morgan, guardian, said the
dietary of the paupers had not been revised for 32 years, and hasty pudding,
which was given for dinner, he considered no better than paperhangers
paste. He had heard the poor people curse the house, and it was no wonder
they would rather starve in the ditch than enter its portals. A committee
was appointed to revise the diet.

LaBour StaTisTics.—In 1884 a statistician, Mr. Giffen, wrote a pamphlet,
‘The Progress of the Working Classes in the Last Half Century,’ in which
occurs the following : “ While the money wages have increased, the hours of
labour have diminished. . . . The workman gets from 50 to 100 per cent.
more money for 20 per cent. less work ; in round figures he has gained from
70 to 120 per cent. in fifty years in money return.” The work was written
in the nature of a brief, and the writer proved that the working classes
ought to be very happy and contented, and study how best to spend their
earnings. The consciences of the capitalists were eased, and Mr. Gladstone
sent congratulations to the learned economist who so. clearly showed that
“the war of the land nationaliser and socialist [with a little s] is not so much
with the capitalist as with the workman.” We have now a Labour Bureau.
A blue-book has been issued from that establishment which shows further
light on the “great progress of the working classes.” Opinion greatly differs
as to this progress. The editor of the Birmingham Gazette, dealing with the
subject, says : “Taken collectively, the labour statistics hardly support the
theory that wages are higher to-day than they were forty or fifty years ago.
The markets have grown. more crowded, trade has in some cases declined or
become temporarily stagnant, foreign competition has become keener, and
the machine has taken the place of the man.” Some of the unemployed who
have the misfortune to walk the streets day after day seeking work can’'give
the best answer to the statistician. :

THE EVILS OF OVERTIME.

The leading principle of unionism as applied to the hours of labour is, and
always has been, that all work obtained in the market should, as far as
possible, be shared amongst its members. From our point of view it is
therefore in the highest degree impolitic and unfair for one body of men to
work beyond the normal day whilst others have no employment at all. The
above view of the matter may be open to the charge of sentimentality, but
we think if the trades give the question a thorough investigation they will
discover that it is to the highest interest of all that there should be as few
men as possible totally without work. The pressing wants of a family
cannot be ignored ; they are painful to witness and to share, and frequently
drive men to accept conditions of labour and wages which their manly nature
would under other circumstances repudiate and resist. The unemployed in
a trade consequently constitute a standing danger to the upkeeping of wages
and other lahour interests. We have always insisted, and we bave never
had reason to doubt the truth of our contention, that the lessening of the
hours of labour, so far as is consistent with the general prosperity of the
trades, is the most substantial gain that the working classes have acquired
through the force of their organisations. If, however, the normal number
of hours for 2 day’s work is only taken advantage of to increase the oppor-
tunities for overtime, those who are parties to such an evasion are guilty of
the betrayal of the best interests in their order. We have been informed
of the painful truth that many workmen who should know better are them-
in favour of overtime, and miss no opportunity of adding to their régular
income by this unfair and unpatriotic practice. We earnestly appeal to all
the trades concerned to make a systematic effoert to do away with the over-
time system as quickly and as effectually as it is in their power to do. - This
should be done with care and prudence, in order, if possible, to avoid strikes
or serious disputes in carrying out the terms of the resolution. The Con-
gress which passed this resolution also expressed a-desire for the further
reduction of the working hours to a total of 48 per week, There are trades
that have in some districts already brought this about by their own energy
and self-sacrifice in the past. While overtime is so general, it is, however,
mere hypocrisy to talk of establishing an eight hour scheme. We have the
power, if we like to use it, to kill this vicious system of overtime. Let us,
therefore, set about it, as an earnest of our genuine desire to really shorten
the working week. Until we do so it is futile to plead that we are sincere
in asking for an eight hours day.—Monthly Report, Iron Moulders, Scotland.

R. L. (West Calder).—The labour notes unfortunately arrived too late for
publication. Your offer gladly accepted. Please send in time to reach here
on Tuesday.—T. BINNING. .

1t is'wonderful that all people cannot see that if certain members of the
community wax rich upon monopolies and privileges not enjoyed by the rest
of the community, it is the rest of the community that has to pay for same,
Sq long as we have rich idlers, so long there must be poor wgriers. Itis
not to be wondered at that the rich object to any and all reforms which
i terferé~with their privileges ; but it is wonderful that the down-
trodden workers do not rise in their might and demand the immediate aboli-
tion of all thoge monopolies which rob them to enrich a privileged few.—OQur
Commonwealth: '

-
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES.'

- . FRANCE.

A fortnight ago, Jean Baptiste André Godin, the founder of the world-
known Familistere, died at Guise (Aisne Department). He was born at
Esquéheries, in the same department, on January 26, 1817, as the son of a
poor agricultural labourer, who also bad a small locksmith’s workshop, At
the ear]y age of ten, he was obliged to leave the primary school of his vil-
lage andybecame a locksmith’s apprentice. At seventeen he made the usual
tour de France, travelling from town to town to become a skilled artisan.
This happened at the time when the ideas of Fourier and Saint Simon began
to spre;uiJ amongst the proletariate, then suffering very heavily from the
effects of the industrial revolution brovgkt about by the introduction of
machinery, and young Godin soon became a Socialist of the Fourier school.
He then started in his native village a small locksmith’s shop, and his busi-
ness succeeded rapidly owing to an invention of his, consisting in the use of
cast-iron instefd “of sheet-iron or plate for heating apparatus. Six years
afterwards, 1846, he worked with forty companions, who shared in the
profits of his trade, at the same time transferring his works to Guise, which
have .gong ,on extending till now over 8,000,000 kilogrammes of cast-iron
are prodiiced Jearly. After the coup detat of Napoleon IIL, the Phalan-
sterians made an appeal in order to raise a fund for the creation of a Com-
munistic dolany:in America (Texas), and Godin at once subscribed one-third
of his fortune. The experiment, under the leadership of Victor Considérant,
one of the most brilliant disciples of Fourier, proved a failure, and Godin
resolved to try by himself the realisation of his favourite ideas. In the
month of April, 1859, he laid the foundations of his Familistere, which he
then extended year after year up to its present achievement. In 1878, he
definitely associated his fellow-workers, numbering 1,800, in the whole con-
cern, leaving them co-proprietors of the social palace, of the factories, the
invested and rolling capital, ete. Besides, by his last will, he restitutes to
them the six million francs they have helped him to win. He was not only
a practical business man, but also a Socialist theoriser who propagated his
ideas in numerous writings, of which the following may be quoted  here :—
‘Social Questions,” ‘The Nature of Ctovernment,” * Wealth in use for the
People,” * The Socialists and the Right of Labour, ¢ National Mutuality,
‘Social Mutuality,” ‘The Familistere of Guise,” ‘ The Revision of the Con-
stitution,” ¢ International Avbitration and European Disarmament,’ *In-

quiry on the Working-men’s Associations,” ¢ Work and Consumption,” ‘ Na-

tional Heredity opposed to State Heredity,” ‘Extinction of Pauperism by
means of National Mutuality,” ‘ Transformation of Universal Suffrage,’ etc,

On Sunday, the 22nd iust., a brute whose brains have been deteriorated
Ly the stupid clerical education which he received, and also by the large
quantities of alcohol which he has been in the habit of absorbing, fired two
shots from a revolver at our friend Louise Michel, while she was lecturing at
Le Havre in support of the Socialist paper L’Idée Ouvriére (The Worker’s
Ideas), which is published in that town. One of the bullets tore-her ear,
and the other entered her head and has not as yet been extracted. The
hole in the temporal bone is a large and ugly one, and should there be in-
ternal inflammation recovery ‘would in all probability become impossible.
As she is courageously battling against her wounds, and shows not the
slightest sign of depression but remains bright and lively as usual, we
earnestly hope that she will recover. In her magnanimity, Louise Michel
wrote to the wife of her would-be assassin that she would try to get him
out of trouble, and she is doing her best for him. The whole press (I mean
the bourgeois press) has been obliged to acknowledge the courage aund the
disinterestedness of Louise Michel, and it is quite true, as was stated, that
in point of sentiment, in pluck, in generosity, in fortitude, and tenderness
of heart, she is the greatest human being of her age. Again we express the
most hearty wishes for her complete recovery.

GERMANY.

At Hamburg, the police have lately burnt about twenty thousand kilo-
grammes of Socialistic literature, newspapers, leaflets, and pamphlets, seized
in the course of last year. Happily it is only the paper which has been
spoiled, the spirit remains among the comrades, and that’s all we want.

A} Freiberg, in Brisgau, five Socialists have been sentenced to eight, five,
four, three, and two month’s jail respectively, for haying received from
Switzerland and spread in various parts of Germany large quantities of
Der Sozialdemokrat, of Zurich.

A trade paper, Der Schneider (The Tailor) has been suppressed at Altona,
one of the blessed nooks of German soil held under state of siege by Bis-
mark,-the best promoter of Socialism in the country and even in Europe.
At Berlin, a pamphlet entitled _47n¢i-Sklaverer (Anti-Slavery) and a leaflet
entitled Zum 18 Januar (the 18th January), met with the same fate. Also
a paper called Pfiillzischen Freie Presse (The Palatinate Free Press).

Next week I shall have something to say upon the speeches made in the
German Reichstag by the Socialist deputies, Singers, Bebel, and others, on
the ugly business of the international blood-hounds, entertained and fed all
over Europe by the Iron Chancellor and Puttkammer, his faithful servant.

N 1

HOLLAND.

A new paper, entitled De dnarchist, has béen started at the Hague with-
out special editorship. Every one who cares to do so can write in it. I
fail-to understand this method of journalism, and although I have the best
wishes for the paper’s welfare, I fear it won’t last long ; at any rate, in that

V. D.

shape. :

S “We are all Socialists now.”

"The ‘word Socialiem is in the last degree ambiguous, or if my reader pleases,
clastic. In ope sense it includes not only all eritical investigations into:the
ptogress, the arrest, and the retrogression of civilisation, but any effort which
individuals, governments, or communities make in the direction of detecting
social mischief, and in providing remedies against that which they discover. It
is also possible to include under the Socialist hypothesis any religious movement
which has intended to benefit humanity generally, any theory of the philosopher
from Plato to Herbert Spencer, which disputes the excellence of present arrange-
mients, and propounds more or less drastic remedies for discovered and reputed
evils, and any effort which governments and legislators have attempted and
carried out with'a view to controlling and modifying individual action. 'In short,
all that people call Altruism may be called Socialist action.—Zhorold Rogers.

BLUNDELL are the Librarians.

LETTER FROM AMERICA.

.. A few more details about the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company.
This benevolent public carrier, for whose benefit Mayor Hewitt of New
York found it necessary to say a few words b#» declaring the Knights of
Labour to be a combination of highwaymen and robbers, belongs to-the
Coal Trust. The Coal Trust is a combination of the Philadelphia and Reading
Railroad Company, the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, the Delaware
Lackawanna and Western Railroad Company, the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company, the Pepnsylvania Coal
Company, and the New York, Lake Erie, and Western Railroad Company.
The anthracite coal regions of the State of Pensylvania are campletely under
the control of this combination. From time to time the presidents of the
different companies meet, and over a champagne lunch or a dinner deter-
mine how much coal shall be mined during the year, who shall be permitted
to mine it, and who shall carry it, and how high a price they might dare to
charge the public. - During the past year they decided to mine only 35 mil-
lion tons of coal to keep up the price. This decision involved the shutting
down of the mines for several months, thereby throwing thousands of men
out of work. But what does a miners’s happiness signify to a railroad presi-
dent? Plenty of men to be had at any price. Coal is sold in New York at
7 dols. a ton ; the miners get about 60 cents for producing it. Now a word
or two about the Labour organisation. In 1875 the working-men’s Benev-
olent Association, which at one time embraced nearly all the miners in the
Pennsylvania coal region, was broken up, after a five months’ struggle with
the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company. The men surrendered
unconditionally, and resumed work upon terms which they had scornfully
rejected months before. During the succeeding ten years there was no
miners’ organisation in the coal region. In the summer of 1883 George
Harris, now State president of the Amalgamated Association of Mincrs,
came into the coal region and made a fruitless effort to organise the men.
He returned early in the spring of 1885, and met with better success. In-
side of a month the miners of the wholé county were organised. Then the
sreorganisation of the Knights of Labour was begun, and in the course of a
year fully two-thirds of the miners became enrolled under its banners. A
new schedule of wages was adopted in April 18387. A strike was con-+
templated for May 1st, but postponed to more opportune time. Finally it
was agreed that a demand for a general advance of fifteen per cent. should
be be made on the 1st of September 1887. The Reading Company compro-
mised by granting an advance of 8 per cent. The Lehigh operators refused
to enter the agreement. The Lehigh miners went out on strike in Septem-
ber. The Reading Company agreed to pay the advanee:diéwing 1887, but
would do so no longer after new year. These are the two bodies now fight-
ing each other ; there is still the revolt of the employés of Reading Railroad,
the details of which I reported to you in previous letters. The strikers are
as buoyant as ever, and continue firm in the belief that the strike will
terminate in their favour.

The condition of the Lehigh strike is also unchanged. The Lehigh Valley
Coal and Navigation Company operates the ten collieries in the southern
coal-fields of Pennsylvania. With one small exception, every one of the
coilieries, employing about 30,000 men, is at present idle, and has been since
the 10th September last. For,years the-Lehigh miners as a rule have
worked and becn treated like slaves, and even where constantly employed
have been allowed to earn only enough to keep body and soul together.

The sentence of one year’s hard labour against Paul Grottkau, editor of
the Milwaukee Arbeiter-Zeitung, has been confirmed by the Supreme Court
of Wisconsin. Grottkau agitated for the eight hours movement and spoke-
on the 3rd May 1886 in Milwaukee, councilling moderation. Riots occurred
a few hours afterwards, in consequence of which: Grottkau was indicted.
The first jury disagreed ; the second about a year ago sentenced him to the
above term, Such is ever the fate of the moderates.

The strike in Louisville of printers, including the Journal office, will
necessitate another assessment from the printers of the country.

The International Bricklayers Convention, in session at Boston, decided
that hereafter bricklayers will refuse to lay bricks for any man who employs '
non-union men during a strike.

‘Work has been suspended indefinitely on the rail department of the Allen-
town, Pa., Rolling Mill, and 150 employés are idle in consequence.

Thousands of employés were thrown out of work in the shoe-shops of
North Adams, Mass., through the strike of the lasters.

Typographical Union 2 have ordered out all the job-printers in mixed
offices in Philadelphia.

The demands of the locomotive-engineers made upon the Santa Fé road
have with slight moditications been acceded to, putting an end to arLy
possibility of a strike.

There will be no general strike of the cigar-makers in New York. Most
of the firms are making arrangements with the workers.

The striking steam-pipe and boiler-felters met and reported that six more
of the men had formed a co-operative firm, and had plenty of work to attend
to.u This makes four of these firms organised since the strike, and all deing
well.

New York, January 18, 1888. Hexsry F. CHARLES.

THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE.

OrrFicEs: 13 FarriNepoN Roap, E.C.

Library.—The Library is open to members of the Socialist League and affiliated
bodies. LIBRARY CATALOGUE, containing the Rules, 2d. D. J. NicoLL and W. .

London Members,—On Monday next, Feb. 6, the usuul meeting of the
London Members will be held, on which occasion special business will be laid
before them.

M A d
Annual Conference.—The Fourth Annual Conference of the Socialist League
will be held at 13 Farringdon Road, on Whitsunday, May 20. The attention of
Branches is particularly referred to (1) Rule V. on the subject of the annual
conference, pp. 3 and 4 of Constitution and Rules; and (2) that all branches
wishing to be represented at the Conference must pay their subscription up to
the 31st of March by May 1st.

“COMMONWEAL” PRINTING FUND.
Weelly Subscriptions—C. J. F., 2. 6d. K. F.,1s. Langley, 2s. P. W., 6d.
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REPORTS.

BroomsBURY.—On Thursday, Jatk: 26, a successful
ssocial evening, when five new members were elected.

CLERKENWELL.—On Wednesday, Jan. 25, J. Lane
on ** Differett Schools of Socialistic Thought;” and
.on Sunday;, Jan. 29, W. B. Parker, on ‘‘ What the
Workers,want, and how to get it.” Good audiences
-and usefiil discussions.—B.

FoLgam. —Tuesday at 8, meeting at Fulham Cross,
" Tochatti and Smith spoke. Sunday morning, Walham
~Green meeting addressed by Catterson Smith. In
evening another meeting held by the Hammersmith
choir, Tochatti, and Day ; Kitz afterwards lectured

- in our rooms on *‘ The Irish Question from a Socialist
Standpoint.” Good audience. We intend during the
winter to give up our station at Fulham Cross, and to

--gpeak every Tuesday evening at 8 o’clock opposite the
Liberal Club, Walham Green.—S. B. G.

HoxtoN.—Pope and Parker held a good meeting
here last Sunday morning. Commonweal sold well.

Grascow.—Sunday-at 2 o’clock, Gilbert and Glasier
held meeting at St. George’s Cross. At 4 o'clock,
“Glasier lectured to the Young Ireland Society ; lively
discussion followed. Objectors were answered to en-
tire satisfaction of audience. At 7 o’clock a large
audience listened to the exposition of Socialism for
two hours by Pollock, Glasier, and Downie in the In-
-firmary Square; slight opposition. Good sale of
Commonweal.—S. D.

NorwicH.—We held one outdoor meeting on Sunday
“in Market Place, audience listening attentively for
-over an hour, notwithstanding weather; at Gordon
Hall in evening, Mowbray concluded series of lec-
tures on ‘“ Is Socialism Sound ?” Houghton in chair.
Fair sale of Commonweal.—S.

WaLsaLL.—On Monday, E. Guillemard lectured on
““A Workman’s Life in France,” dealing with the
subject in a most able manner.—J. T. D.

Dusrix.—At Saturday Club, Jan. 28. J. McConnell
lectured on_ ¢ Technical Education,” from the em-
ployers’ stindpoint. The Socialist view of the sub-
ject was ably put by Fitzpatrick; Schumann also
spoke.

EpINBURGH.—On 29th, James Mavor lectured on
¢ Schemes of Indéiimial Progress.”

NorrineHaM.—We were nearly boycotted Sunday
~last. When we went in the afterncon to the hall we
could not get in. It was only after a deal of talk
that they let us have the place at night, as we had
advertised the lectures. However, J. Sketchley spoke
to a_good audience upon ‘ Socialism the only efficient
remedy for existing social wrongs.”—W, D.

LECTURE DIARY.
LONDOX.

Blocmshury.—Athenmum Hall, 73 Tottenham Conrt
Road. Annic Besant (I'abian Society) will lecture
on ¢ Socialism, Old and New,” on Thursday Feb. 2,

~at Sp.m. Communist Club, 49 Tottenham Street,
Tettenvam Comrt Road.  Thursday Feb. 8, at 8.30,
Quarterly Business Mecting.

Clerkenweell.—Hall of the Socialist League, 13 Farring-
don Rd., .C. Busincss mecting every Sunday at 7.
Sun. Feb. 5, at 8.30, Iree Concert by Wm. Blundell
and Friends. Wednesday S, at 8.30, Aunic Besant
<« Communalisation of Industry.” Sun.12. H. A.
Barker, ““The Labour Struggle.” Wed. 15, H. H.
Sparling, a lecture.

Fulham.—8& iiflie Road, Walham Green.

Hackney.—28 Percy Terrace, Victoria Road, Hackuey
Wick.

Hammersmith. —Kclmscott House, Upper Mall, W,
Sunday February 5, at 8 p.m. Wm. Clarke (Fabian
Society), ““ Quack Solutiohs of the Land Problem.”

Hoxton (L.E.L.).—C. J. Young, 8 Dunloc Strecet,
Hackney Road, Secretary. C

HMitcham.—Corner of Merton Lane and Fountain Place.
Club Room open every evening from 7.30 till 11.
Sunday February 5, J. Lane, ¢ Different Schools of
Socialist Thought.” Feb. 12, W. B. Parker, ¢ Some

~Objections to Sdcialism.” Teb. 19, T. J. Dalziel,
“Why the People Starve.” Feb. 26, J. Turuer,
_“Co-operation.”
 *Mile-end and Bethnal Gireen.—95 Boston St., Hackney
Road.:a Business Meeting every Thursday 1t 9 p.m.
Debating Class for members after Busines: Meeting.

sy PROVINCES.

P ¥ .
. Aberdeen (Scottish Section).—Sunday night meetings
T in é:ke\‘ Strect Hall, at 6. Secretary, J. Leatham,
18 St.  Nicholas Strect.
. .éBirmingham.—Mectings at Summer Row Coffee House
every Saturday evening at S.
Bradford.—Morris’s Dining Rooms, 114 City Road.
Wednesdays, at 8.

_ Carnoustic (Scottish Section: Foufarshive),.—Meeting
every Wednesday, at 8 p.m., in the Carnoustie
Restaurant. H. M‘Cluskey, Millar Strect, Secy.

Cowdenbeath (Scot. Sec).—J. Duncan, 30 Arthur P1., sec

Dublin.—Saturday Club, Central Lecture Hall, 12
Westmorland Street. .

Dunlee (Scot. Sect.).—Meetings every Sunday in the
Trades Hall, opposite Tay Bridge Station, Political
Ecoiomy class, 2 p.m, Lecture at 6.30.

PR
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Edinburgh (Scottish Section).—4 Park .Street. Sun-
.day evening lectures, Frades Hall; High Street.
On Sunday February 5, at 6.30, Arnjdrew Dewar on
““Tradg Depressions : their Causé and their Cure.”
On February 12, «pH; Smith on ‘“The Payment of

Labour under Sociafsm..” #

Galashiels (Scot Sectié-J. Walker, 6 Victoria St., sec.

Gallatown and. Dysagt (Scottish Sectidh: Fife).—Meet
every Tyesday-ak? p.m. jn Ggllatown PubligSchool.
Secretary,"A. Pa¥grson, 152 yn St.

Qlasgow.— St. Reatigg#Mom open 10 a.m.
till 10 p.m. . ‘ fda Committee, Mon-
days at 8., iséussioft: §; Thursdays a$ 8.

Leeds.—Y7 ChedhanisSt,, Sweet St. Club open every

evenitgs Budfness meeting Weduesdays at 8 p.m.
Lesceste.—HosieepUnion; Horsefair St. Fridaysat 8.
Lochgelly (Seottish Section: Fife).—Secs. (pro tem.),

John grefg and Hugh Conway, The Square.
Norwich.—Gordon Hall, 5 Duke Street. Monday,

Concert at 8, Tuesday, Business meeting at 8.30.

Wednesday, Band gractice at 8. Thursday, Discus-

sion class, Gronlund’s * Co-operative Commonwealth.’

Friday, Rehearsal at 8.

from 8 until 10.30.
Nottingham.—Club and Reading Rooms, 1 Tokenhouse
 Yard, Bridlesmith Gate, open every evening. Lec-

tures and Discussions every Sunday.
Oxford.—Temperance Hall, 254 Pembroke Street.

Wednesdays, at 8.30 p.m.

Walsall.—Lecture Room, back of Temperance Hall.

Mondays at 8§ p.m.

West Calder (Scottish Section).—Sec., Robert Lindsay,

West Calder.

Saturday, Premises open

OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.
Loxpox—Sunday 5.

11 ...Acton Creen . ...Hammersmith Branch

11.15...Starch Green..... ....The Branch
11.30...Garrett—*¢ Ploug . .. The Branch
11.30...Hoxton Church, Pitfield St. ..Wade & Pope
11.30...Merton—Haydons Road.. ..The Branch
11.30...Mitcham Fair Green ..The Branch
11.30...Regent’s Park ........coooiiiiinieiinnciiiiiinnn, Nicoll
11.30...St. Pancras Arches . ..The Branch
11.30...Stamford Hill ...Parker
11.30...Walham Green . Fulbam Branch

3 ..Hyde Park Parker

PROVINCES.

Leeds.—Sunday: Vicar’s Croft, 11 a.m.
Norwich.—Market Place, at 3 every Sunday.

East Loxpox Soctauist CLve.—Speeial notice to
the members and delegates of the Hoxton, Hackney,
Mile-end, and Stoke Newington branches.—A meet-
ing will be held at the Commonceal Oftice on Friday
evening February 3rd, to consider very important
business—time, 8.:0 prompt.

Juxior Soctaristie EpreatioNan Soczery. —Meet-
ing held at 20 Newman Street, Saturday Jan. 233
Coras read a paper on ““ Socialism and Individuality.”
Discussion fellowed, and several new members made.
On Saturday Feb, 11, 8 o’cloek, Fry reads a paper at
64 Charlotte Strect.—H. W. I, Sec. pro tem.

SurrrieLn SoctaLists, Commonwealth Café, Seot-
land Street, Shetlicld.—Discussions or Lectures every
Sunday evening at 7 o’clock. I'ree.

P - S

SOCIAIZI,\‘,T CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION.—
 Mecting at Commonweal Office, 13 Farringdon
Road, on Sunday February 5, at 3.30 p.m.

THE -TABLES TURMED.
ENGAGEMENTS.
Brevee Sty CexryERcIAL Ro.

Februaary 4

Applications for engagements to be made to the
Manager. IT. A, Barkey

rThe Lamp

Ax ExtravAcanza by Hen A. Barker, will be
performed on Saturday February 18, at 13 Farringdon
Road. Admission by Prograxame—price Threepence.

InpoRTANT NOTICE.

Now received from New York—500 Copies of
the Special Edition of

SOCIAL SCIENCE

Containing splendid Portraits of the eight Chicago
Anarchists, with good Biographical Notices of cach.
Price 6d , post free 64, Ivery worker should procure
a copy.

The Irish Question.
pages, in Wrapper.
more copics post free.

The Workman’s Question: Wuy He 1s

Poor. 24 pp., in Wrapper. Price Twopence.
6 or more copies post free,

Third Edition. 32

Price Threepence. 6 or

Birmingham: J. Sketchley, S Arthur Place Parade.

- Chicago Martyrs.

THE HAYMARKET SPEECH OF ALBERT R.
Parsons. Delivered at the Haymarket on May
4, 1886, and repeated! by him before the julg
Paper, 6d. i

THE FACTS CONCERNING THE EIGHT CON-
DEMNED LEADERS. By Leon Lewis. Paper, 6d.

A CONCISE HISTORY Of" THE TRIAL. Taken"
from the Official Records By Dyer D. Lum.
Paper, 1s. 6d.

THE ACCUSED* THE ACCUSERS. Famous
Speeches of the Eighit- Anarchists at the Trial
Paper, 1s. 1d.

AUGUST SPIE®* AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Contain-
ing Portraits of August Spiesand Nina Van Zandt

Spies. Paper, ls.; cloti, 2s. 8d.
WAS IT A FAIR: TRIAL? By Gen. M. M. Trum-
bull. Paper, 6d.

PHOTOGRAPHS.

CABINET OF A. R. PARSONS as ¢ THE CARPEN- -
TER OE WAUKESHA.” (Parsons as he appeared::
while working as a carpenter at Waukesha, Wis., |
where he sojourned sewen weeks after his escapa.:
frors Chicago.) Each,. 1s.

CABINET COF «“OUR: MARTYRS.” Each, ls.,

GROUP OF THE “FIVE MARTYRS.” Eithar-
Bust or Full Length, tastefully arranged ; genuize

photographs, and' not lithographs. From 2s. 14/
to 4s. 2d.

Our Boazders, a. Pamphlet, by Lizzle M. Swank;.
is soon to be issued. Those who have read-the
writings of this-well-known and talented woman-
will appreciate the treat in store for them. In.
this forthcoming work will be contained many of -
her miscellaneous articles.

All the above sent post paid on receipt of price.

Address: Mrs. A, R. Parsons, Room 35, 169:Wash-.
ington. Street, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A.

Camelos Series.
VL‘)LSUNGA SAGA: THE STORY OF:
THE VOLSUNGS AND NIBLUNGS, WITH
CERTAIN SONGS FROM THE ELDE3 EDDA..
Editcd, with Netes and Introduction,

BY H. HALEIDAY SPARLING,

Kranslated from the Icefandic by Eirikr Macxyussos:
(Transiator of *Legends of 1celand’) and WILLLAM
Morrrs (Author o ¢ The Earthly Pazadise.’)

Cloth, eut or uncut, ls.

WALTER StoTT, 24 Warwick Lane, Pajernoster Bow..

ANTI-STATIST COMMUNIST MANIFESTO:

““There is a great kuck of literature from tais standpoint. We.
dn not agree with all the points, but at the semwe time recommend
it to all oue friendi: and also its translaticy into the Franch and
G lapgua FREIMETT.
1e Btate in every form is denounced:
desolation. Mr. Lancis cxtravagant in x
but his pamphlet is quite worth reading,

the aborrination of:
3 of his statements,,
OtRrR CORNER.

Price ONE Pexyy, or 8. per dozen,
Commomweal Office, 13 Farringdon Road,. E‘ﬁ‘f_i or
38 Ainsley Street, Bathnal Green.” . . -~

SOCIALIST LEAGUE LITERATURE. -

—C——

Chants for Socialists. By William Morris. . 1d.
Organised Labour: The Duty of the Trades'
nions in Relation to Socialism., By
Thomas Binning (Leadon Society of Composi-

tors). . . . . 1d,

The Aims of Art. By Wm. Morris.
Bijou edition, 3d.; Large paper, 6d.
The Tables Turned; or, Nupkins Awak-
ened. A 'Socialist Interlnde. By William
Morris. In Wrapper . . . . .
The Manifesto of the Sacialist League.
Annotated by E. Belfort Bax and William
Morris.  An exposition of the principles on
which-the League is founded. . . . 1d.
The Commune of Paris. By E. Belfort Bax
Victor Dave, and William Morris., . .
The Rights_of Labour according to Johm
Ruskin. By Thomas Barclay. .

Useful Work ». Useless Toil.

Morris. . . .

4d,

el
. . 1d
By William

“ A1l for the Cause!” Sorg. Words by William
Morris; Music by E. Belfort Bax, 4to, 4 pp. 6d.
per dozen, 4s, 6d

Mrs. Grundy (Cartoon). By Walter Crane,
Fine hand-made large paper. . . . .

6d.

Printed and Published by WiLLIiAM MORRIS and JosSkPH LANE
at 18 Farringdop Road, Lounden



