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INTRODUCTORY.

Fs. be. our readers’ leave for a few words in which to introduce to
pem ti s Socialist journal, THE CoMMONWEAL. In the first place we
Bk ther to understand that the Editor and Sub-Editor of THE
1IMO: WEAL are acting as delegates of the Socialist League, and under
dire-* - ontrol : any slip in principles, therefore, any mis-statement
-ms or tactics of the League, are liable to correction from the

‘tatives of that body.

the conduct of THE COMMONWEAL, it must be remembered
-as one aim—the propagation of Socialism. We shall not, there-
pre, 1 ke any excuses for what may be thought journalistic short-
oming , if we can but manage to attract attention to the study of our
incip: s from those who have not yet thought of Socialism, or who
f, 45 oficr happens, bitterly hostile to them through ignorance ; or if
a help those whose feelings are drawing them towards the cause
tl ¢ workers, but who need definite instruction as to its aims and
nds. To awaken the sluggish, to strengthen the waverers, to
uct the seekers after truth; these are high aims, yet not too high
2 journal that claims to be Socialistic, and we hope by patience

] zeal to accomplish them.

It is our duty to attack unsparingly the miserable system which
alct make all civilisation end in a society of rich and poor, of slaves
a#d siave-owners. In all its details we must attack it; but in doing
2@ ~e shall avoid mere personslitics, not fov the sake of escaping the
sions of bad taste and bitterness, which doubtless will in any
*be flung at us, but because it ‘is_illogical to attack. thase. men,
57 ous as Jtoir ‘posilion ‘is, who are themselves mere helples:
s in the terrible machine of rodemn commezce. To-attack such
90,5, . .iess they put themselves forward as the yepresentatives of
Feystem, implies the belief that the décency or bemevolence of their
0« - would usefully palliate the evils of that system; an implication

st wkich we protest from the outSet.\ R

HE CoMMONWEAL will only deal with ‘poi&al matters when they
ly affect the progress of the Cause. We assume as a matter of
s: that a government of privileged persons, hereditary and
mercial, cannot act usefully or rightly towards the community ;
t position forbids it ; their arrangements for the distribution of the
er of the workers, their struggles for the national ¥hare of the
tation of barbarous peoples are nothing to us except so far as
Inay give us an opportunity of instilling Socialism into men’s
g5, or of organizing discontent into Socialism.
e invite from all, Socialists or others, free discussion of any-
B8 we put forward, in the belief that even an uninstructed attack
pr eiicit useful information which might otherwise have lain
il
Qu articles will, for the most part, be of an educational nature :
will be a series on historical revolutions, expositions of the
fic hasis of Socialism, and contributions from men of various
gnalities,
Tastly, a word of appeal, to the workers chiefly. It is not ouly that
er we say is professedly directly in their interest : much more it
through them alone, through the slaves of society, we look for
eneration, for its elevation from its present corruption and
We cannot pretend to think that they, the workers, as yet
wch of the principles of the cause that rests upon them, of
n cause, in fact. We beseech them to help us in spreading
9% ¥dge of those principles amongst their fellows, that as we believe
hey.w  now find us honest, so their support may make us resolute,

atier:, ; and” hopeful—in a word, successful in our efforts for the

Vcahce of the cxuse we have at heart,
7 MORRIS.

WILLIAM

o “,’393962

THE MANIFESTO OF THE SOCIALIST LEA

FeLrow Crrizens, :
- - ... We come before you as a body advocating the principles
Revolutionary International Socialism ; that is, we seek a change
the basis of Society—a change which would destroy the dis
classes and nationalities. '
As the civilised world is at present constituted, there are two
of Society—the one possessing wealth and the instruments bf i
duction, the other producing wealth by means of those instru
but only by the leave and for the use of the possessing classes, :
These two classes are necessarily in antagonism to one'an
The possessing class, or non-producers, can only live as a clasg;on
unpaid labour of the producers—the more unpaid labour . the
wring out of them, the richer they will 'be ; therefore the prod
class—the workers—are driven to strive {0 better themselves
expense of the possessing class, and the conflict- between the ‘tw;
ceaseless. Sometimes it takes the form of -open rebellion, somé
of strikes, sometimes of mere widespread mendicancy and critee; 1§
it is always going on in ‘one form or other, though it may net alw
be obvious to the thoughtless looker-on. K .
We Bave spoken of unpaid lahour it is necessary to explain what
that means. 1ne sole possessim of -thg‘,_ producing class is the power |
of Jahony inherent in their boies ; but sipegyas we have already i
the rich classes possess all tie inst‘rumemss{ or ta\.l,qgur, that is, the
capital, and machinery, the producers or workets “atn forced to 3
thejr_soAz nostessiwry the power of labour, on such ternis as
’possessng class will grant them. ” \
" ‘Thee terms are, that after they have produced enough to keep t\h‘t
in woking order, and enable them to beget children to take th§
places when they are worn out, the surplus of their products sh
belon; to the possessors of property, which bargain is based on t
fact that every man working in a civilised community can produ
more -han he needs for his own sustenance. ) }
t,

Thi relation of the possessing class to the working class is
modem Society is founded. The way in which it works is as foflow

essential basis of the system of producing for a profit, on'which’
iy

The manufacturer produces to sell at a profit to the *proker or fact
who in his turn makes a profit out of his dealings with the mc?rch
who again sells for a profit to the retailer, who must make his P
out of the general public, aided by various degrees of fraud and adul{
teration and the ignorance of the value and quality of goods to which
this system has reduced the consumer, - . .
The profit-grinding system is quaispained. Ly competition, or veil
war, not only between the confifcting classes, but also within the cl. sl
themselves : there is’ #lways wap-among the workers fof bare subsi
ence, and among ‘their masters; the*emphy-rs and middle-men, |
the share of the profit wrnifg out of thgwofkﬂs, lnily\there is c@
pefiticn~a\gays,. and gometimes open War, smoug the
civilisedm r pheir share of the world-marks ,
all the rivalries d,/?ﬂatioas have be'en reduced to/this
struggle for thejqshare of ‘the spoils of barbarow
at home for ti¥n/purpase of increasing the riches™
overty of the p bor. . -
P For’yowihg t«f . the fact that good.s are made pm{}gr s tha
only secondarijyy for use, labour is wasted on al.l han, h"h :sm{tﬁlow
pursuit gf prof it compels the manufacturer comp?tmg with his ]
to force his ', es on the markets by means of their cheapness, whether
there it any 1 1 demand for them or not., ‘In the words of the Co

munist maniffsto of 1
“Cheap, dg' are

an X
by<s




o the tsiversl adoption o their fystem of |
+ reat approach to-Socialism.

ey fdr@ﬂ ‘natiens to gecept what’®s cafled  civilisation
e Bourgesie—and thus the middle-elass shapes’the world

;, the whele method of distributiom under this system is

“lves; in the terrible brutality so common among them. and
is indeed but the reflection of the cynical selfishness found
the well-to-do classes, a brutality as hideous as the other; and
it the crowd of criminals who are as much manufactures of our
pmercial system as the cheap and nasty wares which are made at
for the consumption and the enslavement of the poor.
at remedy, then, do we propose for this failure of our civilisation,
s now admitted by almost all thoughtful people ? )
e have already shown that the workers, although they produce
‘the wealth of -society, have no control over its production or distri-
: the gegple, who are the. only really organic part of society, are
ted as a mere appendage to capital—as a part of its machinery.
‘must be altered from the foundation: the land, the capital, the
jachinery, facteries, workshops, stores, means of transit, mines, banking,
means of production and distribution of wealth, mustbe Med
“treated as the common property of all ) A&
ive-the full value of his labors, wi o

cautty o ‘the-essential work of

, Mhe two or three hours daily;

have gbundamt Iisure for following int>llectual
1¢ Bis nature. 4

> ‘siethod of productior, and distribution would

ve decently, and free ﬁou‘hdg}%i& amwaties for ‘~W y

g od which at presznt weigh so hesaily on the qeatét pm
Kind. N B
./ Bat, moreover, men's social and moral rglutioms would be serously
gdified by this gain of economical freedom, and by the collaps of the
perstitions, moral and other, which necessarily accompany a state of
comomical slavery : the test of duty would now rest on the fulfiment
clear and well-defined obligations to the community rather thin on
goulding of the individual character and actions to some pre-
weived standard outside social responsibilities.
Om modern bourgeois property-marriage, maintained as it is oy its
ssary complement, universal venal prostitution, would give plzce to
dly and human relations between the sexes.
_’E&ucation freed from the trammels of commercialism on the one
@d and superstition on the other, would become a reasonable drawing
of men’s varied faculties in order to fit them for a life of social
ourse and happiness ; for mere work would no longer be proposed
@ the end of life, but happiness for each and all.
%by such fundamental changes in the life of man, only by the
formation of Civilisation into Socialism, can those miseries of the
before-mentioned bagmended. - )
fo mere politics, Absolutism, Constisutionalism, Republicanism,
entried in our day and under our- pfese\nt social sygtem, and
alike failed in dealing with the real evils oflife. / :
i fhe other hand, will certain incompleteMfnemes of social
‘Before the public solve the question.
- 2@on for profit—
ety increase the number of small joint-sfhock capitalists,
fhe mask of ereating an aristocracy of labour,

¥ are now preaching, would be useless so long 2
the ficecing of surplas value inevitable under |

_jealousy between the courts

pbsmi of all

polih;ca‘. poﬁé:, would ngki

The Socialist League therefore aime at the - realisation «f conlg
Revolutionary Socialism, and well knows that this cafr ne . = L. .
any one country without the help of the workers of all - v

. For us neither geographical boundaries, political history race, ]

creed makes rivals or enemies ; for us there are no nation but o
varied masses of workers and friends, whose mutual symf thies

checked or perverted by groups of masters and fleecers win 2 inter
it is to stir up rivalries and hatreds between the dwellers in diffe.2n ‘10,

It is clear that for all these oppressed and cheated masses f work
and their masters a great change is preparing: the dominaat clasdeg
are uneasy, anxious, touched in conscience even, as to the co1dition{gg
those they govern ; the markets of the world are being cometed
with an eagerness never before known ; everything points to the
that the great commercial system is becoming unmanageablz, aud’
slipping from the grasp of its present rulers.

The eone change possible out of all this is Socialism. As chat
slavery passed into serfdom, and serfdom into the so-called free-labopy
system, so most surely will this latter pass into social order. e

To the realisation of this change the Socialist League zJizs
itself with all earnestness. As a means thereto it will do all in its po
towards the education of the people in the principles of this gra
cause, and will strive to organise those who ‘will accept this educatief
so that when the crisis comes, which the march of events is prepari:
there may be a body of men ready to step into their due places «
deal with and direct the irresistible movement.

Close fellowship with each other, and steady purpose for the
vancement of the Cause, will naturally bring about the organisatio
and discipline amongst ourselves absolutely necessary to success; b
we shall look to it that there shall be no distinctions of rank or digri§
amongst us to give opportunities for the selfish ambition of les dersh
which has so often injured the cause of the workers. We are worki
for equality and brotherhood for all the world, and it is only #i7s
equality and brotherhood that we can make our work effective.

Let us all strive, then, towards this end of realising the (&3 by
towards social order, the only cause worthy the attention of; t@
workers of all that are proffered to them: let us work in that cau
patiently, yet hopefully, and not shrink from making sacrifices 10
Industry in learning its principles, industry in teaching them, are mdi
necessary to our progress; but to thess we must add, if we wish
avoid speedy failure, frankness and fraternal trust in each other, 2§
single-hearted devotion to the religion of Socialism, the only re'ig
which the Socialist League professes.

i

Signatures of the Provisional Council of the Socialist Leayue.

Rougr?. BANERR,
E. Brsorr Bax.
THOMAS BINNING,
E. CHARLES.
WiLniam J. CLARK.
J. CooPER.

. T. CralG.

HARLES J. FAULKNER,
W. Hubson.
Frank Kitz,
JosepH LANE.
FrEDERIC LESSNER.
Tromas Macuire (Leeds).
J. L. Ma=on.
S. MAINWARING.
James Mavor (Glasgow).
WiLLiAM MORRIS.
C. MOWBRAY.
AxprEas Scueu (Edinburgh).
EpwARD WATSON.

IMPERIALISM o SOCIALISM.

WE seem at the present time to have arrived at the acute stage of
colonial fever which during the past three or four years has affit
the various powers of Europe. Germany is vying with F’I;ance, Eq
land with both, in the haste to seize upon “unoccupied ” coun 8
and to establish * protectorates *—the cant dlplomanc for incomyM
annexation—over uncivilised peoples. “The rivalry among the
for their share of the world market” (to quote the words of our
festo) must now, one would think, have idiscovered itself t
the casual newspaper reader as the only meaning the
“diplomacy” and “foreign policy” any longer possess.
of Europe, once the sole ang
recently the main. cause Ofaxl natior;:alt enmit{hangt ::.tr, has 3
been superseded by the jealousy between the greal
various Prmiomulit:ies. The flunkey-patriot, zeakmid‘
honour, dances as readily to-day to the pipe: of cap
did before to that of royal intrigue, let it but soua

., To heth cases he - makes the ‘




e

But ‘where the interested patty is the wealthiest and
cowerful class, zble to pay for “patriotic” articles by the
@yard, :nd * patriotic” sp~eches by the hour, “patriotism” is apt
%0 assume ths formr Of a chronic endemic. Such it is to-day, and as
guch; rnocks the futileefforts of the well-meaning but singularly in-
Qmmus clique of middle-class. philanthropists, who are naive enough
¢ take the governmental ring at its word when it pretends its only
object in undertaking * expeditions ” to be the rescue of * Christian
“heroes ” or the relief of garrisons, which have no right to be in a
positior: to want relieving. War, jingoism—otherwise patriotism—are
indeed past cure while the economic basis of society remains un-
changcd, but only so far ; and hence we call on all sincere friends of
peace to leave their tinkering ¢ peace societies ” and join our Socialist
" League, remembering that all commercial wars—and what modern wars
are nc ~ “irectly or indirectly commercial >—are the necessary outcome of
the dominant civilisation. We conjure them to reflect that such wars
must necessarily increase in proportion to the concentration of capital
in private hands—i.e., in proportion as the commercial activitv of the
world /s intensified, and the need for markets becomes more pressing.
Markets, markets, markets! Who shall deny that this is the drone-
bass ever welling up from beneath the shrill bawling of “pioneers of
civilisation,” “avengers of national honour,” “ purveyors of gospel
light,” ¢ restorers of order,;” in short, beneath the hundred and one
cuckoo cries with which the “ market classes ” seek to smother it or to
vary its monotony ? It seems well-nigh impossible there can be men
so bliad as not to see through these sickening hypocrises of the
governing classes, so thin as they are.
But we would, above all, earnestly urge the workers in future to con-
“patriotism” from this point of view. The end of all foreign
icy, as of colonial extension, is to provide fields for the relief of
#ative surplus capital and merchandise, and to keep out the foreigner.
u* Low, we ask, does this benefit the workers at the best ? They are
gallowed, may be, the privilege of being shipped across the seas, there to
belp to make the capitalist and land-grabber rich. Some few here and
here o av, indeed, succeed, in a colony which is quite new, in becoming
2141y exploiters in their turn. But the immense majority remain
e-s] ves as }oefore. In proportion to the advancing prosperity of
y—as’. prosperity is conceived in the world of to-day—is its
ES pover'{y. Sydney, Melbourne, San Francisco, Chicago, and
ng Austfalian and new American cities generally, exhibit pre-
he same ctnditions as the cities of the Old World. And how
be otherwise, since the same causes are at work? To crown
encies like Iéz@ia, which are held unblushingly as magazines for

stocratic and iniddle clasges to plunider-at thedr will, it is only
jeasy to barely allude i s solinlist jour SR

C

o

. for pillage. - It matters not even that colonies g
stablishdu~could accommodate more than a hundred times:
®resent inhabitants ; still the vampire Imperialism sucks in fresh
pear by vear. Populations to rob and enslave; markets to $hoot bad
pares into ; lands to invest capital upon: to obtain these is‘the be-all
nd end-all of modern statesmanship. For this has the stock-jobbers’
public of France waged war successively on Tunis, Madagascar,
onquin, and China; for this does the congress sit at Berlin,
iitioning the plunder of Central Africa in advance; for this does
arck seize Angra Pequena, New Ireland, and Samoa ; for this tae
au. fanatic and heroic restorer of corrupt Chinese despotism re-
ctantly (?) consents to go to Khartoum on a pacific mission, colects
body of adventurers on his arrival, proceeds to attack the suround-
fno rribes, and then howls for British troops to protect him; for this,
stly, is Lord Wolseley sent with an expedition in response up te Nile.
Ar.d now a word as to the attitude of socialists towards tie im-
juestion. For the socialist the word frontier does not e:ist ;
love of country, as such, is no nobler sentiment than love of
. The blustering * patriot,” big with England’s glory, is precicely
a !¢ vel with the bloated plutocrat, proud to belong to that great |
mddle class,” which he assures youis *the backbone of the natiop."
pride and class-pride are, from the standpoint of socialism, in-
plved in the same condemnation. The establishment of socialism,
refore, on any national or race basis is out of the question. Tall
fk sbout the “Anglo-Saxon race,” or “the great democracies of
English-speaking peoples, in union with the more ancient democracy of
gland,” by combination and determined effort securing for them-
tves “the leadership in the social changes and reforms (siz) which
e ciose at hand,” can but disgust the socialist who is at once logical
d honest. - . . L
No, the foreign policy of the great internationalist socialist
must be to break up these hideous race monopolies called
pies, beginning in each case at home. Hence everything which
¢ for the disruption and disintegration of the empire to
he belongs must be welcomed by the socialist as an ally. "It is
B urge on any movement tending in any way to dislocate
rcial relations of the world, knowing that every shock the
pplex commercial system suffers weakens it and brings its
inearer. This is the negative side of the foreign policy of
."4 The Posigjge is embraced in a single sentence : to con-
g the union:of the several national sections on the basis of firm
£ friendship, steadfast adherance to definite- principle, and
RP to present a solid front to the enemy.

- . " E. BELFORT BAX. .*

t

r he

J

or the man.

noisome pool of modern society
Nearly half a column of that deco

of our principles,

sucking the life out of the h
Proletariat ?
imagery, workers !

of Printing House Square, he would make his worn-o
Worker, run to death by the greyhound Capital ; for his: i
whose foot rests on Profit, he would have Society itself ; ani th
sun, labelled Trade, would be the sun of International O

the working classes. .

word !) among the students of the classes under the University Settie
ment Scheme at Toynbee Hall, Cambridge Street, E. One is fo
Essay on Sir Thomas More. The other is on “The Possibili
Productive Co-operation as a Solution of the Labour Questiod
Among the books recommended to the competitors for the latter
Sedley Taylor’s “Profit Sharing,” Henry George’s ¢ Progress
Poverty,” Ferdinand Lassalle’s “ Working Men’s Programme ;’
Owen’s Report.

arrived at, he states, after a wide study of the habits and constitu
of aboriginal races, that the cause of the decadence and’ extinc

unnatural clothing forced upon them by the missionary and tra
Anearnest appeal is made in this connexion on behalf of the
Papuan, an appeal which we fear has little chance against the laws.
commercial greed and swindling which form “civilisation.” T%
cruelty which forces tropical and sub-tropical races to sheathe themséls
in European ‘“shoddy,” as the “ anthwapologist ” himself admits, is tH
necessary outcome of the ‘“openitg:ap” of their lands to that con
mercial enterprise o
exponent.

.‘, then, is the Wﬁf X ’ﬁOOA 9‘!”3 S’!\ﬁmﬁ-‘ wen werkes e |f dotand. ? STt Tk it

nandercd to zmintainy e, vitend. With room cnough and to | Lol lllg 1y, the I GG T ] organ ual fic Eng s Gy
in the/ﬂdtﬁbﬁmﬁl their inhabitants to live a com¢ | . qu%‘lé in its rights; that a “protectorate™ |
e 1o, ever fresh lands are sought for exploitation, ever . i:’e;cs?:g}y, ean amnexation, &c., &c. The project was one

| of all times and of all countries. It is now adopted by the .
Government which has hitherto professed a lofty superiority to sich:
ideas. o

in which our middle-class philanthropists are indulging. The
of the meetings of a few of these “friends ” of the
1gth is sorry reading.
without a word of comment on the frightful condition of things that
makes the distress existing “ usual.”
usual,” whisper others.

and, equally of course, and far more logically, 2 tendency to * conv
the penny dinners into meals provided gratis.”
apparently is that of the philanthropists.
social evolution,

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Or a man is caricatured, there is hepe g
Our cause has made enough stir ‘in, :l?e ‘
to have reached e
rously-dull periodical (:
ed to the unconscious ps

When a cause

ontaining one lonely joke, is devot

The same number contains a picture of the ¢ n;iddle#m'an

are "—what think you? ‘The

Nay, truly. The hare Free Trade, Think o

If Mr. Punch could read the signs ot hy other Times

Two prizes of £5 each have been offered for competition (lbathsome

“ An anthropologist,” writing in the Pall Mall, 1. s forward the vi

f such races lies not so much in zymotic diseases or alcohol as in‘#

f whick' the misMignary is but the  religious

JR— FoN :
= —i
Among thic_month’s ¥; rgteft»p«_’? % % js'bhe over the coast
g The%p” p,j".ﬂ

ne nearts of so many civilisers and Christianisers ” of savagl

¢ Self-supporting Penny Dinners” is one of the latest contra;

POor on Januagh%

“No unusual distress,” cry some of them, -

“ Distress decidedly greater: tiugs:

e

There is a desire to keep out the pauperisimg element, of cnurﬁe,v :

The *desine:
The “tendency” is that.of.

-Ot course all this is done in the interestof the poor themselves. The:
exploited classes, whilst declining to ~Ve the exploited capital, sho
inte®st in them. T~ S

Afte all this repot on the lines of that essentially bourgedis
instituion, the Chariy Organisation Society, it is refreshing to h
that aConference >n  How o Imprové the Condition of the Pagr
was heldsClerkqwell on January zoth. Resolutions strongly come’
demning tf;gkl”tijhs of the Society, whose name is its condemnation,
were passed. - _ )

« Fluctua%s of Trade ” isa fluid sort of phrase tl}at covers a £
tude of ignGinces. This is, according to the capitalistic pregs, the
phrase in-exjnation of the distress that is now stalking through the
land. '

-
—

Yet for 9, word ot warning from the user of’ this phrase:we:
be gratefy’ To say that the perennial distress, with its oecs
exdicerbathys, is even temporarily remediatle by the Gow
ﬁnging Wik for the people, is to mislead.

& ; — . . -
{ thiSocialistic dream is ever to be realised, it. b

Lz such a complete re !
ackig¥e/py-a long and

cInm

n of
laboritus provess.”— Wezkly
( Continued on page 6.)
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communications should be addressed to the Editor of THE
1, 27, Farringdon Street, E.C. They must bs accompanied
e and address of the writer, not necessarily for publicatien.

3 MSS. can only be returned if a stamped directed envelope
ded with them,

(hsmess ¢communications to be addressed to the Secretary of the
League, 27, Famngdon Street, E.C.

ons for "Tae COMMONWEAL, free by post : For 12 months,
ﬁd, -4 copies, 5s. 6d.; 8 copxes, 10s. 6d. ; 13 copies, 15s.
. he first number, for distribution, will be sent post free

who have already promised to contribute to THE

kAL aré the following : William Morris, E. Belfort Bax, E. T

#28. Stepniak, W. Sharman, Edward Aveling, Andreas Scheu,

%ﬁon, C. Mowbray, Friedrich Engels, Wilhelm Liebknecht,
lkner, Eleanor Marx Aveling, Paul Lafargue.

of weekly subscribers already promised: W. B. Adams,
ner; William Morris, Edward Aveling, Eleanor Aveling, F.
~J._ L Mahon, H. Charles, E. B. Bax, W. J. Clark,'S..
mg,T Gabriel, Edward Watson, Mrs. Morris, May Morris.

ournal can be obtained at 27, Farringdon Street, E.C. (offices
¢ Socialist League) ; Progressive Publishing Company, 28, Stone-
¢r-Street, E.C.; Edward Truelove, 256, High Holbom, W.C.;
hought Pubhshmg Company, 63, Fleet Street, E.C.; Cattell
€04, 84, Fleet Street.

THE SOCIALIST LEAGUE.

ho accept thé principles stated in- the Manifesto on pages 1
,-are asked to commumcate w1th the Secretary, J.. L. Mahon,
Famngdpn Street, Lon

¢ are given in the

péatise by aubscnbmg sums, however Ik weebly:
rds our expenses. Subscriptions will be aeknovrledced
OMMONWEAL, but initials only can be given if desired.

‘following have already promised to subscribe regularly every
J. Lane, S. Mainwaring, O. Lloyd, C. J. Faulkner, William
H. Sparling, Edward Aveling, Eleanor Aveling, .] Clark,
ner, J. Davies, E B. Bax, Joseph Lane, Friedrich Lessner,
Siahon, Ed. Watson, A. Brown, Mrs. Morris, May Morris,

jhcial correspondents will please forward copies of Papers which
dmatter referring to the movement.

‘. _advance.

' ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

R EISENGARTEN.—Glhd 0 hear of your efforts on behalf of the journal in
The leaders of tte German Socialists will contribute to our columas.

. SHARMAN.—It is certainly he hope of the Provisional Council of the Socialist

League that their journal.will preach what.y ¢“‘the pure doctrine.”
+Thaaks for your pro 1o ake twelw If our more for-
‘funate ¥ hat }hmlmal among the less

Leng'ne and frum other places ; see above.

G (Manchester).—As our Branches are only just MMW

ot yet one in’ Manchester. Can you help in xbe-fovay
IRibishire, 116, Lower Brompton Road, wxll e of gt
“indertakin

g

BEN.~We forward you two cop1c5 oi Mhﬁ nonghw.

are given above.

6TON.—See answer to T. Bl
» Cheetham Hill ; the other 29§
‘Sqnare, London.

T0 the tune of © John Brown.”

WHAT is this, the sound and rumour? What is this that all me‘\p”
Like the wind in hollow valleys when the storm is drAwing near, )
Like the rolling on of ocean in the eventide of fear?
*Tis the people marchingon. 3
Whither go they, and whence come they? What are these of whor
tell? . had
| In what country are they dwelling ’twixt the gates of heaven and h
Are they mine or thine for money? Will they serve a master well %
Still the rumour’s marchirg »n
" Chorus—Hark the rolling of the thunder!
Lo the sun ! and lo, thereunder
Riseth wrath, and hope, and wonder, :
And the host comes marching on.”

and mirth,
All the wide world is their dwelling,
Buy them, sell them for thy service ! Try the ,
For the days se#
These are they who build thy houses, weave thy‘r,aineﬂ,#ii thy wheat, *

every cornerﬁ:

Smooth the mwoﬂ, &m mm the, bitxer into, neet,

I? i} Chorus—Hark 'tﬁhe rollmg, &é 7

Many a hundred years, passed over, have they laboured deaf an
Blind ; ;
Never tidings reached their sorrow, never hope their toil might fiid.

[ Now at last ‘they've heard and hear it, and their cry comes dow thé .

wind, )
‘ And their feet are marching on.
Oye ncb men, hear and tremble ! for with words the sound is rife : g
£ Once fot‘you and death we laboured ; changed henceforward is th
Well!‘ m, and we shall battle for the world of men and life ;
And our host is marching ou ?

Chorus—Hark the rolling, &c.

“Is jt war, then? Will ye perish as the dry wood in the fire ?

Is it peace? Then be ye of .us, let your hope be our desire.

Come and live! for life awaketh, and the world shall never
And hope is marchi

“ On we march then, we the workers, and the rumour

Is the blended sound of battle and deliv’rance drawing‘

“For the hope of every creature is the banner that we bear.”

And the world is marching

Chorus—Hark the rolling, &c.




“ WEEKLY

lolly devoted
‘ “a leader on
: n. lhe article is apparent‘? #-1eader on the
W8sde .. - ;iliar as almost to bree ) Wd in the
; latin phrase “lucus a non lucends” - atticle is as
f:g alg‘ its writer is ignorant of the meaniny of Socialism.
the wtiter knows little, if anything, of Soc is shéwfi by his
of tve ‘“ big words and the tone of mysbeions “Tmportance
wapsadopted by a Socialist.” Whenever the writer or any one else
ay one in England using big words or afflicted with a tone “of
i us importance,” he may be sure that he has not met a Socialist.
vds are foolish if they are not endorsed by large numbers, and
sessarv if they are thus endorsed.
the Weekly Dispatch writer does not know our principles, his
ce s to the “actual work ” done is as natural as it is complete,
bos cvidently read not a line of any of the standard works on
sm. It is doubtful if he has even skimmed airily through a
let or two. Such papers as the Sozial-Demokrat, the Neu
Volkszeitung, Recht wor Allen, probably never meet his eye.
1d be interesting to know his views on the recent elections in
y, and the number of open-air East-End meetings he has
ed—as interesting as the study of any other non-existent
Rity is to mathematicians.
inay be fair, as the leader-writer hath it, to take the manifesto
Bhed in 70-Day of January as typical of Socialist views. It would
rer, in our opinion, if we may trouble our critic to read as many
bwo articles, were he to take “for a taste” the manifesto issued in
B journal. Init, to note but a single point, he will find that State
ated labour and distribution are not, in Socialistic ideas, labour
distribution regulated by the State as it is to-day. “The State”
. be as changed from what it now is and is not as events will be,
idea will come with a shock to our article-writer, who is clearly no
tionist. For he talks of *the probable course of events continu-
Tong the ol Yines.” Were he an evolutionist, he might be asked
here is any dom.in of Nature in which things do continue “along
Id lines.” Not Yeing an evolutionist, he might seriously maintain
thé principle whch governs alike the origin of worlds and the
ipe of a flower, doesmot hold in sociology. .
Extreme poverty ”% sometimes caused by idleness, intemperance,
ddence. Sometimes also by the greed of rich -*maployers, un-

ital, had in its issue d

“The schools; theatres.” he
Government®  Truly, Ig’uta?xgtthe
ever more .oughltl not to nd w
outcry against this arrangement j i
inconsistent supporter otg Board - cho ey ihat has been 3 pe

The lofty conception that our criti
guogue principle, it is to be feared, is eviden,
tence. *‘The highest ambition of a ¢
the longest in the public assembly,
grab his share of the national wealth while e
the national overseer.” He is,
ditions that are coming the competition-spirit anq
the natural outcome of the conditions now existe
with these.

The last paragraph is not without its sneer.
say two things as I end: (1) The League h
definite ‘shape, and is daily enrolling members and formi g
(2) That which we call “ with unintentional sarcasm scientif
ism” does actually exist. In evidence of this, the Socialist Lea
had the honour to forward to the writer of the article on B
Socialism in the Weekly Dispatch a ticket of admission to the I
to be given at South Place Institute, They will be an attempt'ts
down a part, and only a part, of the scientific basis of our belief," \"

EDWARD AVELING:

' like are ¢ to Be';up
the Government as it 5

dishonesty th:
nt, and that wall

LESSONS IN SOCIALISM.

Two Courses of Eight Lessons each, on “Capital,”
Place Institute, Moorgate Street, under the auspices of -the Socialist,
League. In thesk an attempt will be made to give an analysis of Karl:
Marx’ Das Kapital,

SvLLABUS OF FIrsT COURSE.

Lesson 1.—~Thurgday, Feb. 12, 1885.—Matter. Motion. Nafure
Product. %ommodity. Use-value:  Exchange-value, - Rela- ~
tive and equivalent forms. Accidental and rare exchange. Barter. -
General equivalent. Money. Price,

Lesson 2,—Thursday, Feb. 19.—Circulation of commodi
as a measure of value, As a standard of price,

will be given at South’

s

gislation, fluctuations:of trade. We should be grateful for that
Even a writer in the capitalistic press should know, nay, does
Y, that one of the six phraes used here is the mother of the rest,
& swarm of other P,\;}’gﬂjfhx en.  «“The greed OI Ticu °mployers,”
lust for surplus-lpour, is .the parent of tl_le who}e spawn., - -
2k also, the true c pitalistic whine, not without its note o1 «

énince of th. poor.” Not a word asto the emptying to-day, not -4
ts, tut of lives by the workers for the maintenance of the
&nd upper classes ; ne word as to the means by which to-day
ts have been filled ; no word as to the honest work to' be

the future by all not incapacitated by physical weakness -or

nctions now warping and marring the life of man, and the"
of those very hideous words ‘‘rich ” and “ poor.” . »

s it, alas ! or well a day?—at length we are in accord with oy
“ We believe that co-operation amongst the labourers and in-
ducation will gofar.” Socialists believe these will go further
Weckly Dispatch even dreams, and not fare worse. Co-operation
labourers—truly. But not for profit—for justice. Educatior
. 1ot that they may be the better tools for the capitalist, but that
ey may understand who and what they are, who and what their
Peature’ the capitalist is. Our accord is but brief. In the same
wience as ““ro-operation and education,” we have poor laws” and
arities.” When once the means of production are in ‘the hands of
p-preducers, and the producers are the whole community, poor laws
B charitie s will have vanished with the rest of the offspring of

Phe objectless objections are once again wearily revived. ¢ How
d we force men to save capital ?”  But capital is a means of pro-
Hon, and as such can never be the property of the individual, but
ke community. % How will the labourers be persuaded to work
if they cross their legs and talk Socialism, &c.” The host of
g5 lost ch of here! Noteone or two only. Labour will not then
e buruen it is, but the joy it should be, Crossing thelegs isonly
ant aft. the cnergies have been in action. Talking Socialism then
like ¢ ounting the number of respirations one makes per
e now  .ind the writer forgets that we exempt from our pro-
By as a nation, not only the sick, but the criminal, whose crime is
fis, for whom and his fellows, ever diminishing in numbers, for
ing time restriction will be needed.
$WPn our article-writer wants a guarantee that the des? goods are to
BN at the lowest prices, and with a delicious unconsciousness opens
b3 the infinite vistas of adulteration under the present system.
hereupon he sings his monotonous chant of individual freedom.
fartisan may now choose his favourite amusements as taste
¥ ad why, in the name of man, may he not under the
resvne ! Under this, the only differences will be, that not only
Wisangf: to-day, but the millions lower than he (save the mark 1)
be i position to' choose, and that the “taste” that is to
. B ¢ eighiene
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L T. s, “ the rict being compelled to empty their pockets for . i~ Dif
" 1 #sson .4—Thussday, March 5.—Labour-processis.

L idleness; no word as to the obliteration in the future of the. |'

circulation, The metamorphosis of commodities. -

lation. Coin. Paper-money. T ation.

ment. Tniversal money, . S
Lesson 3.—Thursday, Feb a6.amTabetamanion of shond

C—M—C' ormala. for « SIPle: Circtusir, -t %mm

* M—C—M" (general f Ormula for "capital). Comparison-

two formules, - M = M+A M, AM— surpisvalue, Capiital -
D des. Fhe cxpe (PUORA commodity needd. This commogdity ™ * B g
Yo ur-poy our. The labourer. Mans of subsistence

Primitive ‘ob-:
Mans of production.
Capitaist and labourer.:

_Jects  Raw material. Means of labour.
- ' Consumption,  Result of labour,
* Labour preserves and creates value. Use-vlue and value of *°
®rans o_f production, Surplus-value again. Constant and vari- o
- #ble capital. Surplus-product, Surplus-labout o
L sston 5.—Thursday, March 12.—The working-day, Its limits.
. hust for surpluc-labour, English industries under no limitation &
as to the length of the working-day. Day and night work. ..

i Iﬁ&;y system, The stxug'gle between capitalists and labourers up

to the end of the seventeenth century. Compulsory limitation,

Fact'ory Acts, 1833-64. Effect of English legislation on other
coumtries, ‘Rate of surplus-value

The

Lasson 6“"%“'5(137, March 19.—Necessary labour-time,  Surplus
. é Absolute surplus-value. = Relative surplus-value,
e ratign. . Early. forms, Capitalistic form. Manufacture.
8 cogwotker.  Heterogeneous manufacture. Serial manu-

fyetures mparison. Capitalistic character of manufacture

Lessom 2—Th » March 26.—Definitior., of machine. Motor,
- trangnitter] tool. Heterogeneyis machinery. Serial machinery.

‘Efféct 2u the product ; on t'ge labourer. Lengthening of working-

day. ‘ntéaification of ahour. Factories.
and agiculture, Facte,ry legislation.

Lessor 2.—Thursdy, Aprjl ;. Recapitulation of the subject-matter
dealt \ﬁ&e@ai iPrec eding lessons.

The SecondiCou - ¢ Fioht Lessons will commence on Thursday,
April 16. 'Ihej'm'f eal wiih the production of absolute and of rela--
tive surplus-valge,, éli’ages. Accumulation. The abstinence theory.
Over-population... Eiﬁpropriation and exploitation. The farmer cap-
italist. The i“d.‘m@al capitalist. The colonial system. .
The lessons will ¥ given by Edward Aveling, Fellow of Univ. Coll, .

Lond. |
On Saturday, Fel, 7, a Public Meeting will be held at South Place
Institute, at 8.30 P, to explain the objects of the lessons. William i
Morris, J. L. Maksp “Edward Aveling, S. Mainwaring, C. Mowbray,

Joseph Lane, and jthers will speak. )

Lectures fre¢ & members of the Sccialist T.eague; non-members, 3s.
per course of éigh: Jegsons ; 6d. one lesson. Apply to Edward Watson,
27, Farringdort' Lui n? :

All receipts, a® help of tu o — o expenses
of the feagge.,;ether, to wage Warﬁ)r(-_iry EXPE . 5

: .d but just previously called <,

The Grand industry . Z
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v i i Lond d what i§ worse,”
absolutely K people. The
rpétrators krows no bounds : if any one had

2%t he-woyld have been torh to pieces. .
tators? The Fenians, it is said. May be,
t Irish'hands laid down the-dynamite and lighted
owance made for 4.fanaticism kindled ‘by the
tment of Trgland and of Irish political prisoners, the
-is that this peculiar form of fanaticism-would Wave died out
n consequence of -the ridiculous djsproportion between the
ithe conspirators.and the effect of their deeds—unless there
Pne behind them, who follows.up a deliberate aim in these
aimless explosions, Is it likely that. people will be found
‘over and over again penal servitude for life, or evén hanging,
easure - of  blowing up -a portion of 3 railway tunnel, or of
mage:to the-value of a flea-bite on London Bridge, unless

pegble are the conscious or unconscious tools of other people,

use-them {or purposes of their own ?

(all Ga

know that for years Russia has been bombarding the British
with notes, memoirs, memorandums, and the iike, with
obtaining a treaty for the extradition of political refugees,

led regicidiés, &c. Now the present state of this affair is as
n the- 15th January, Madame Olga Novikoff, in the Pa/i
tZe, calls upon England to deliver up to Russia all those

people likg Hartmann, Kropotkine, and Stepniak, who were sheltered -
"in Eagland “all the whilé they plotted murder against us” (whoever

that

may be) “in ‘Russia.” If England were to hand them over to

ussia, she would only do what she now must ask America to do for
Her, namel§; to hand over the Frish dynamiters.

TV g

" On the rr'xgrnihg of the 24th January the London papers published

he

“On the afternoon

urpogt of an agreement arrived at between Russia and Prussia for
adifion of political @ngls—the very agreement Russia
® of England.

£ ey

agth’ January, at two o’clock, the
=~ interest of ‘Russiz  The.

; ? En Al iagap ropridte wathing of the
obn—sure tha %ﬂg Jobhn Bul

round!
mefeiy park these coincideniés.

Vs

of all, having alwaysa band of subordinate agents at its beck ampd. caliy,

3 " time that Russian dplomacy is well knowsrse bé the most unscmpubu[ﬂg
3
a

9
&

ready to commit aiy infamy, and at the same time held in-#mch
position that they an be sacrificed, when necessary, with the;m,

€ imity—agents too, who often exceed their precise orders,:
H?tiiinjobsyon fpecilatio’n. And regarding the strange coincidesige
above, is-there, indeed, no shadow 'of a suspicion falling upon:
hangers-en, recognised or, perhaps, unrecqgmsed, of ‘Russian ¢
macy? . A

oo — H

| “The detection of the dynamiteys is...reallya r.natt’?r whi
only -be- satisfastorily -dealt with by international action.” Thus
- Daily. News, the.most Governmertally-inspired organ, of Jangary 28

“Qur notes were written the day,

s 46 the officers. They ought to hivéfmes
Beftér - tendencies of to-day. The bettd*’?{t: ,

brave

Sym
those
deifying our cotin

fore.

.z exchange, and that until t

contact with the
English officers
g business,

They have come at least withil

feel something of the wickedness of*

been made by
ress in demi-
word of the

X

deﬁ:_nders of

falutiy is 16 the fore, let §
iy, M!er_a_dv. ;

" middle class havi

ecmb‘fat w6 ora€7 -

G

A; MT deal has,

- East. E&d -of Long
" advocates of temperagce od

» e"w s
a remedy for, the sai it is abdut time we,"
on the matter. Now, with regard to the poverty and d
any idea of it from newspaper articles, or from the Returp
told there is not any large amount of distress, or we should\
but we know they donot represent the condition of the 3
"made the conditions such in their workH
than prisons, The:poor have to pick great quantities of
house, break stones, and everything is done to make them drd g
diet is as'bad as or worse than prison fare ; man and wife are AN
doar relief refused. This is what the workers come to after a li{
wonder they prefer starvation in the streets, suicide, or even Ppriso;
under the control of these Guardians of the Foor ? g
If you want to know the condition of the workers-you mast live af
their home life, and see them in their search, for work. Go.to the a4
there by thousands. No pencan describe their condition, their pinchl
faces. They have scarcely a rag to cover tem as they wait shiveringy
from eight o’clock till three or four, on the chance of an hour’s work,
and tearing one another like wild beasts when the gates are opened fo
kands ; and this for a pittance of 3d. to-4d; per hour, Here is our beautilil
competition in full force, and as a result we see our fellow-men reduced to
of a pack of wolves. ' . \
Again, the cabinet-makers competé one against the other, w_orkin'g;h%!\
and in return getting just sufficient to keep body and soul together: .. The
making their goods at home, take themto the so-called manufacturessat
the week to sell, and perhaps, after going all round the shops, will have
for less than the material cost them, so that the may get the ne
It is a well-known fact that wages in this trade have been reduced
few years at least 25 per cent. In the boot trade, notwithstandin
Unions, men are making boots for 2s. 6d. per dozen, and finding the,
At the present time about 25 per cent. of the bootmakers are o
In the tailoring trade, by large firms in Whitechapel, coats are gi
at 6d. each ; vests, 3d. each; trousers, 4%d. ; and this to contraci
again sublet the work at even lower. prices, leaving the work
linen-thread at a cost of coats, 1d. ; vests, 3d.; trousers, 13d. ¥
statement the names and addresses can be furnished. Poli
or about 84d. per day of sixteen bours; men’s shirts, 10d. pardazéles
sockmaking, {d. each. We find one of our great land natfcmltiges
trade ; his.women at their work packed in an undergroud
barrel, and poor wretched creatures they look. We ha##
makers getting 23d. per gross, finding their own strin
something more than Royal Commissions oreven La
to this misery. It would do the ecomomists good
workers for a time ; they would soon fipd’ that w:
average anything approaching 32s. per week, and .
been reduced from 25 to 30 per cent. And whag
interest to the idlers ; to the workers misery,
Well might the Zzlegraph say, a few years
looked as though they were fed on gin  and

have been used as a reproach against th ,
¥ , O T

eyt they ought to have occurred | their

esstion” of exip)
, caused, not b
our surroundings. 7 i
Another result of this eompetitive system, this producing;fae
use, is a_tremendous amount of useless toil in the making of m
goods. The workers having their wages reduced over and over i
#re not able to take any pride in their work or do good work, -Tha
shoddy clothes, cardboard Dboots, matchwood furniture, and jerry-bui
; ¥gether so that they may last until they are sold, and then drop
.0 we are told things are so much cheaper than in our forefathers .
what is the remedy for all this misery and poverty? We are fold
emperacce, and industry. With all due respect for the advocates of| thesa
jithat under the present capitalist system, in which we are all competing
5t the other, they would be useless to the workers as a body. N
but not least, we have the so-called leaders of the working class, with

tinaé

- present, and future generations, that

de Leagues, Industrial conferences, and working men representati
The workers should be aware of these wolves in sheep’s clot
re prepared to advocate Free Trade or Fair Trade, tunnels or railways
XS OF 8eR,, Or even to the moon, if they can get money for sc. doing.
/o g of the so-called working men capdidates for Parliament is on
CImephata more effectually fill their own pockets while proffessing to be the fria
«of the'warkers. We workers should look upon every ome as enerny and
‘wilis to get a position for himself, Parliamentary or otherwise, .
#§. - We as workers believe that this chronic state of misery, starvatiol
ation for us, the producers of all wealth, is caused by the monopoly ofd
“land’ in the hands of a few used for sport and pleasure instead of grog
fgod for the people, and by the monopoly of the ‘means of production
ese monopolies are overthrown our mise Vi
servitude to the capitalists will continue, This is the social question—one;
affects every one of us, man, woman, and child. Itisa duty we owe to the g
we should, by our united efforts, master
problem; that we should hand in hand as brothers, with a fixed and bitter. det
nation, band ourselves together to put an end to this misery, and make. befter
ditions - for our children, leaving the politicians to fight over their politicg, I
we may rest assured that our cause will ‘have to be fought and won by and il
people themselves, and not-by either House of Parliament, Leavirg the philag
pists to organise their charity, we, not asking for their chgrity, ster 4 _ {2l
demand justice, N Jo

THE PETERLOQ. MASSACRE

ON the morning of the 16th August, 1819, the reformers began

respective rendezvous in Manchester. In the course of the: fore;

processions enter the town from Oldham, Roghdale, Ashton,.Sta

district: The people marched five ;.:)re:st. There were:man

years; haggard and carewomn ; but the maj - were yOUBE pe

many women aad children. “The &makior wete phce& 3
In the front of the Middleton branch were:t

a.branch of laurel “as a sign
thoes i tleuers“vﬁ




