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THE WAGE SYSTEM. 
In their plans for the reconstruction of society, 

Collectivists commit, in our opinion, a 

double error. Whilst speaking of the abolition 
of rule of capital, they wish, nevertheless, 

ntain two institutions which form the very 

basis of that rule; namely, representative go- 

yerament and the wage system. 

the 

to mal 

As for representative government, it remains 

absolutely incomprehensible ta us, how intelli- 
gent men (and they are not wanting amongst 
the Collectivists) can continue to be the partisans 
of National and Municipal Parliaments, after all 
the lessons on thig subject bestowed on us by 
history, whether in England or in France, in 
Germany, Switzerland, or the United States, 

The Failure of Parliament. 

Whilst Parliamentary rule is to be seen every- 
where falling to pieces; whilst its principles in 
themselves—and no longer merely their appli- 
cations—are being oriticised in every direction, 
how can intelligent men, calling themselves Re- 

Volutionary Socialists, seek to maintain a system 
already condemned to death? 

Representative government is a system which 
was elaborated by the middle class to make head 
against royalty and, at the same time, to main- 
fain and augment their domination of the 
Workers, It is the characteristic form of the 
middle-class rule. But even its most ardent ad- 
mirers have never seriously contended that a 
Parliament or a Municipal body does actually 
Tepresent a nation or a city ; the more intelligent 
tre aware that this is impossible. By upholding 
Parliamentary rule, the middle class have been 
‘imply seeking to oppose a dam betwixt them- 
Selves and royalty, or betwixt themselves and 
the territorial aristocracy, without giving liberty 
to the people, 

It is Moreover plain that, as the people be- 
“me conscious of their interests, and as the Variety ; A aiety of those interests imereases, the system 
Pecos unworkable, And ‘this is why the 
petals of all countries are seeking for dif- 
ate ee eliatives and cannot find them, They 
Waa the Referendum, and discovering that 

8 Worthless; they prate of proportional repre 

sentation, of the representation of 
and other Parliamentary Utopias. 

In a word, they are trying to discover the un- 
discoverable; that is to say, a method of dele- 
gation which shall represent the myriad varied 
interests of the nation; but they are being 
foreed to recognise that they are upon a false 
track, and confidence in delegation is passing 
away. 

It is only the Social Democrats and Collec- 
tivists who are not losing this confidence, who 

are attempting to maintain so-called national re- 
presentation ; and this is what we cannot under- 
stand. 

If our Anarchist principles do not suit them, 
if they think them inapplicable, they ought, at 
leavt, as it seems to us, to try to discover what 
other system of organisation could well 
correspond to a society without capitalists or 
landlords. But to take the middle-class 
system—a system already in its decadence, a 
vicious system, if ever there was one—and to 

proclaim this system (with a few innocent cor- 
rections, such as the imperative mandate, or the 

Referendum, the uselessness of which has been 
demonstrated already) good for a society that 
has passed through the Social Revolution, is, 
what seems to us, absolutely incomprehensible, 
unless under the name of Social Revolution they 
understand something very diflerent from Re- 
volution, some petty botching of existing middle 
class rule. 

minorities, 

Why Labour Notes? 
The same with regard to the wage system. 

After having proclaimed the abolition of private 
property and the possession in common of the 
instruments of production, how can they sanc- 

tion the maintenance of the wage system under 

any form? And yet that is what the Collectiv- 
ists are doing when they praise the efficiency of 
labour notes. 

That the English Socialists of the early part 
of this century should invent labour notes is in- 

comprehensible. They were simply trying to 
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reconcile Capital and Labour. They repudiated 
all idea of laying violent hands upon the property 
of the capitalists. They were so little of revo- 
lutionaries that they declared _ themselves 
ready to submit even to Imperial rule, if 
that rule would favour their co-operative 
societies. They remained middle class men at 
the bottom, if charitable ones; and this is why 
(Engels has said so in his Preface to the Com- 
munist Manifesto of 1848) the Socialists of that 
period were to be found amongst the middle 
class, whilst the advanced workmen were Com 
munists, 

By Peter Kropotkin. 

Proudhon’s Materialist System. 
If, later, Proudhon took up this same idea, 

that again is easy to understand. What was he 
seeking in his Mutualis' em, if not to render 
Capital less offensive, despite the maintenance 
of private property, which he detested to the 
bottom of his heart, but which he believed 

WHY NOT? 

necessary to guarantee the individual against the 
Stake? Further, if economists, belonging more 
or less to the middle class, admit +*heir 

labour notes, it is not surprising. 
also 

To Save Private Property. 

It matterg little to them whether the worker 
be paid in labour noted or in coin stamped with 

the effigy of king or Republic. They want to 
save, in the coming overthrow, private property 

in inhabited houses, the soil, the mills; or, at 
least, in inhabited houses and the capital neces- 
sary for the production of manufactures. And 
to maintain this property, labour notes will 
answer very well. 

If the labour note can be exchanged for jewels 
and carriages, the owner of house property will 
willingly aecept it as rent. And as long as the 
inhabited house, the field and the mill belong to 
individual owners, so long will it be requisite to 
pay them in some way before they allow you to 
work in their mills, or to lodge in their houses. 
And it will also be requisite to pay wages to the 
worker, either in gold or in paper money, or in 
labour notes exchangeable for all sorts of com- 
modities. 

But how ean this new form of wages, the 
labour note, be sanctioned by those who admit 
that houses, fields, mills are no longer private 

property—that they belong to the Commune or 
the nation? 
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THE PRACTICE OF COMMUNISM. 
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REVIEW. 
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CAPITAL TO-DAY. 

By Herman Cann. 108. 
Briefly states the Marxian Theory of Value 

cycle of industrial capita, et 
A valuable study. 
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THE CHOICE OF J. H. THOMAS. 
THE KING OR THE WORKERS? 

J. H. Thomas declares that if the members of his Union decide that he shall not be, at the 

same time, one of the King’s Privy Councillors, and an official of the National Union of 

Railwaymen, he will resign the position given to him by the workers, in order to retain the 

etween 

OViet or 

Tue Finnish REvOLUTION (0, Kuusinan) 
Showing the fallacy of attempting to oh. 

tain Communism through Parliament, _ 
THE REVOLUTION To-MoRROW (DZ. A. Motlor| 

A worker's view of how the Reyol } 
about. 

To British WORKERS 

position given to him by the King. E 4 ; : nition me 

J. H. Thomas puts the King’s interest before the Workers’ interest; that is clear, fellow- 

worker. : 
Do you consider, fellow-worker, that Thomas can faithfully serve both the workers and the 

King? 4 Lloyd George Takes the Mask 

; 5 5 , ; Of (Sylvia Pankhurst 
Read the oath he was forced to take when h became a Privy Councillor. Let every worker aoa fee ine Aa 

read that oath and understand its meaning. Show it to every worker in your shop: make a yolution (Sylvia Pankhurst) 

point of that; get all your friends to read it. THE CoMMUNIST Sona Boor .. am 

Here it is:— A coneeHon of Communist Songs which 
i every worker should’ know by heart, 

The Privy Councillor’s Oatn. TrurH W.LL Our 

I do swear by Almighty God to be a true and faithful Servant unto the 
King’s Majesty, as one of His Majesty’s Privy Council. I will not know or 
understand of any manner of thing to be attempted against His Majesty’s 
Person, Honour, Crown, or Dignity Royal but I will let and withstand the 
same to the uttermost of my Power, and either cause it 'to be revealed to His 
Majesty Himself, or to such of His Privy Council as shall advertise His 

Majesty of the same, I will, in all things to be moved, treated, and debated 

in Council, faithfully and truly declare my Mind and Opinion, according to 
my Heart and Conscience, and will keep secret all matter committed and re- 

vealed unto me, or that shall be treated of secretly in Council. And if any 
of the said Treaties or Counsels shall touch any of the Counsellors, I will not 
reveal it unto him, but will keep the same until such time as, by the Consent 
of His Majesty, or of the Council, Publication shall be made thereof. I will 

to my uttermost bear Faith and Allegiance unto the King’s Majesty, and will 
3 defend al] Jurisdictions, Pre-eminences, and Authorities, granted 

jesty, and annexed to the Crown by Acts of Parliament, or other- 
é all Foreign Princes’ Persons, Prelates, States or Potentates. And 
ally in all things I will do as a faithful and true Servant ought to do 

to His Majesty,—So help me God.’’ 

Tue Cominc REVOLUTION IN BRITAIN (a. M. 

Emery) ... eA ‘ 
Deals with “ What 

is the State,” hip 
of the Proletariat Means,” “Is a Re- 
volution Necessary ? ” 

Seir EpvoaTion oF THE WORKERS (A, Ly 
acharsky) 

A pamphlet on proletarian education. 
Tue ComMUNIsStT Party AND Inpustara, 

UnionisM (G4. Zimoviev) 2.0.00... 
The relationship necessary between Trado 

Unions and the Comnrunist Party. 
WORKING-CLASS AND THEIR CHILDREY 

(Edwin Hoernle) 
An appeal to Proletarian Parents. 

THrk MINERS’ CONFLICT WITH THE Munn- 
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Observe, fellow-worker, that Thomas is compelled by that oath to confide to the King, any 
private business that may belong to the workers; but the private business of the King he 
must not confide to anyone. The King includes the Government, legally and actually in this 
eountry to-day. unless there is a conflict between King and Parliament, in which case Thomas is 
p'edged to the King. 

If the King is opposing a Labour Government, Thomas has promised to stand by the 

King. 
If the Government sends troops against the strilders, Thomas is pledged not to tell the 

danger threatening the workers. He must keep the secret that the troops are coming. He 

must help the troops against the strikers, because they are the soldiers of the King and his 
Government, for Thomas is a King’s Privy Councillor and has sworn to uphold the King’s 
authority and that of his Government, and he has sworn to maintain the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown. 
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Thomas is not a Socialist: he has said so: Privy Councillors cannot be Socialists. 
Thomas is not even much of a democrat or he would not object to letting the majority of 

his Unien decide whether their officials should, or should not, be King’s officials. 

In spite of all this. we fancy. fellow-worker, that the N.U.R. will let Thomas keep a job 
in the Union and be a Privy Councillor besides. 

This is just one more proof of the urgent need for building up a Revolutionary Industrial 

Union of workers pledged to overthrow Capitalism in favour of Communism. 
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