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THE WAGE SYSTEM.

In their plans for the reconstruction of society,

(ollectivists commit, in our opinion, a
Jouble error.  Whilst speaking of the abolition
of rule of capital, they wish, nevertheless,
ntain two institutiong which form the very
basis of that rule; namely, representative go-
ernment and the wage system.

the

to mal

As for representative government, it remains
absolutely incomprehensible to us, how intelli-
gent men (and they are not wanting amongst
the Collectivists) can eontinue to be the partisans
of National and Municipal Parliaments, after all
the lessons on this subject bestowed on us by
bistory, whether in- England or in France, in
Germany, Switzerland, or the United States,

The Failure of Parliament.

Whilst Parliamentary rule is to be seen every-
where falling Yo pieces; whilst its principles in
themselves—and no longer merely their appli-
ations—are being criticised in every direction,
how can intelligent men, calling themselves Re-
vlutionary Socialists, seek to maintain a system
dready condemned to death?

Representative government is a system which
was elaborated by the middle class to make head
against royalty and, at the same time, to main-
tain and augment their domination of the
\\{;l-l;:'rs. It is the characteristic form of the
middle-class rule. But even its most ardent ad-
mirers have mever seriously contended that a
Parliament or a Municipal body does actually
fepresent a natiom or a city ; the more intelligent
fre aware that this is impossible. By upholding
lm']mmvm:\ry rule, the middle class have been
smply seeking to oppose a dam betwixt them-
selves and royalty, or betwixt themselves and
the territorial aristooracy, without giving liberty
to the people.

It is moreover plain that, as the people be-
“mMe conscious of their interests, and as the

Variety ; A
@iety of those interests increases, the system

SPl"»nm:; unworkable, And 'this is why the
f:mm‘rames of all countries are seeking for dif-
arf:{(gpalhati\-es and cannot find them. 'They
) ying the Referendum, and discovering that

8 wosthless ; they prate of proportional repres

sentation, of the representation of
and other Parliamentary Utopias.

In a word, they are trying to discover the un-
discoverable ; that is to say, a method of dele-
gation which shall represent the myriad varied
interests of the nation; but they are being
forced to recognise that they are upon a false
track, and confidence in delegation is passing
away.,

It is only the Social Democrats and Collec-
tivists who are not losing this confidence, who
are attempting to maintain so-called national re-
presentation ; and this is what we cannot under-
stand.

If our Anarchist principles do not suit them,
if they think them inapplicable, they ought, at
least, as it seems to us, to try to discover what
other system of organisation could well
correspond to a society without capitalists or
landlords. But to take the middle-class
system—a system already in its decadence, a
vicious system, if ever there was one—and to
proclaim this system (with a few innocent cor-
rections, such as the imperative mandate, or the
Referendum, the uselessness of which has been
demonstrated already) good for a society that
has passed through the Social Revolution, is,
what seems to us, absolutely incomprehensible,
unless under the name of Social Revolution they
understand something very diflerent from Re-
volution, some petty botching of existing middle
class rule,

minorities,

Why Labour Notes?

The same with regard to the wage system.
After having proclaimed the abolition of private
property and the possession in common of the
instruments of production, how can they sanc-
tion the maintenance of the wage system under
any form? And yet that is what the Collectiv-
ists are doing when they praise the efficiency of
labour notes.

That the English Socialists of the early part
of this century ghould invent labour notes is in-
comprehensible. They were simply trying to
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reconcile Capital and Labour. They repudiated
all idea of laying violent hands upon the property
of the capitalists. They were so little of revo-
lutionaries that they declared themselves
ready to submit even to Imperial rule, if
that rule _would favour their co-operative
societies. They remained middle class men at
the bottom, if charitable ones; and this is why
(Engels has said so in his Preface to the Com-
munist Manifesto of 1848) the Socialists of that
period were to be found amongst the middle
class, whilst the advanced workmen were Com=
munists,

By Peter Kropotkin.

Proudhon’s Materialist System.

If, later, Proudhon took up this same idea,
that again is easy to understand. What was he
seeking in his Mutualis em, if not to render
Capital less offensive, despite the maintenance
of private property, which he detested to the
bottom of his heart, but which he believed

WHY NOT?

necessary to guarantee the individual against the
Stake? Further, if economists. belonging more
or less to the middle class, admit *heir
labour notes, it is not surprising.

also

To Save Private Property.

It matters little to them whether the worker
be paid in labour noted or in coin stamped with
the effigy of king or Republic. ~They want to
save, in the coming overthrow, private property
in inhabited houses, the soil. the mills; or, at
least, in inhabited houres and the capital neces-
sary for the production of manufactures. And
to maintain this property, labour mnotes will
answer very well.

If the labour note can be exchanged for jewels
and carriages, the owner of house property will
willingly accept it as rent. And as long as the
inhabited house, the field and the mill belong to
individual owners, so long will it be requisite to
pay them in some way before they allow you to
work in their mills, or to lodge in their houses.
And it will also be requisite to pay wages to the
worker, either in gold or in paper money, or in
labour notes exchangeable for all sorts of com-
modities.

But how can this new form of wages, the
labour note, be sanctioned by those who admit
that houses, fields, mills are no longer private
property—that they belong to the Commune or
the nation?

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.

A blue mark in this space
indicates that your subscrip-
tion is now due.

Increased Posta] rates and
the high cost of production %
of the psper necessitate prompt payment.




THE

WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

MEN AND STEEL.

Mary Heaton Vorse
called ** Men and S She
the steel the

as they

amilies,

steel towns,
and thei appear &
Serves eenly s she 18 hmpressed by the ook,
things, and she Tistens 1o the people as they

gation warks in

need the

ame of exploitation.  Yet shé bas
walls,

il are surounded by
off up and de

B8 o et L
great machines.  That is what you
vo )h, men are helping
s an after-thought.”

at the thought of men

50,000 -stecl workers in_ the
are not paid enough
by the U.S. C

subsistence

per cent
ent. 4 not earn enough
experts’

Government
et level for a

t
mmwmn e ks ot
amily of five

 Fifty per cent. of the U

S. Steel Corpora-
ber 101,000, work
cent, of these work

, walk with theic
jurch as with

two-sforey brick
some in blackened frame dwellings. One se
of houses faces the street, the other the
court. The courts are brieked and litered

b writien » vivid book

with p

had a touch of

I#ttle ol
strike
1w

sty i

my big

father was on strike in the
got. Vhistesn mébss for plckébing

couldn’t

The

everything from my Yo,
They took

Be o my T

iles of cans, piles of rubbish, bins of
hillocks of refuse—refuse and

filth and made ;
um”w was the railroad

tween Government in Austria and (

ment here. He say there Kaiscr rul,

makes a poo
iew for children_
ar after yea
wash out in
apron, sl ! et
1 splash w
a dry
clean here,

steel workers i

the Bdgar ther can have
v Braddock
1 Com

I
souls to keep in Braddock
it

* 5 Men and Steel,
The Labour Publishing

btained ot the

11 find there is no
although the

PAPER _TO

Still more sharply do the
forth for the

was. sirvorndedamith
d land
pasture upon it

s
ple were unempl

week from
the

Hid anid Loy \dle scood Hnm thes
inkeiploped would i

fruitful
, pigs and poultry

Mother

anoiher Gorg it it s,

might be ra
save that the landlords and capitalists

woman. and interest
xtreme age
with 1 and & bonr

pury ery
ld woman, who looked like everybody’s
other.’

tee the
ant my boys to gek a chance to read
shouldn’t
and ten

T want they 1d decide to

work fourteen hours. might to the wwmu\ and even t
work on the land sun
begin to work

ggs, poultry and
Authority would steive ta
Nevertheless, the desire for the well-b

he human instinct to escape privat
s on lo make be

nd,

girl v

boy you saw hool was born, all

father

had o the
prevent it

mines  these thin

We Authority which
our furniture paid for except fourteen
After they took father
pay They

away, 1 The they can

took away

rorkets arulkpovectal

any more when they will.

\n Mary Heaton \

A_FRIEND)

Minerd

A PANKHUS

{ROM CLASS W.

THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

R PRISONERS.
In Prison Cells.
Box 7,

strikes, Tt sets up a Court of three politicians
5 sdjedlsite Betvemn. (. hoen:nd

Leavenworth, Kansas.

Amnesty Imposture! Making Strikes

ake pleas ire
1 could fill
rikes, coming st

i Coppes Hiines with oo ivel
£ 50 cents a day, ete.; but I feel
unequal to the enormous task, and will
emarks to another matter which 1
thy of consideration.

tcome leter seceved : 1 ¢
o fow lnes in vetun

picket.
jud

has declared
btless aware that Debs and abo 1 trade t gal. One
s were extended clemency
Christmag Day; six of the
five of them
hers fro

entenced from  meeting to disc

n California.
Ashlcigh and Buidassi,
of b

The Amnesty Imposture.

long-advertised Christmas Amnesty

t proved a fizzle. Ouly
sentences

them

ten and

ST leie s
two Englishmen,

Williams,

eard that Lansbury

S e i
deported to. the
other countries must not

whether e T

TR e
re agreed upon, I would also s

sent to the New
g1 the Ciil Liberties Union, to b

message be
bail which would

have failed,
with the result
make the bail

Amnesty campaign =
oo M1 ki kR . Wi
il deport e a8 uickly &
keep me languishing
Jail: Tt wil be i
s arrested,
f eight days
in custody.

FROM FINLAND.

ond with . hght

W. write

s 1t borders on Soviet Russia, Finland is

unter-revolutionaries of all nationalities,

ull of
who are doing all in their power to hamper the
* Although
exity ofsaly

18172)  GEl be
to

reconstruction of Soviet Russia.
th e
White Guard bubdher-bands are
by i ettt Her and ik
vade Soviet Russi,

or Industrial \uhrhv Ly

seen Chres. (Regd. Jail No
working class papers please copy,
s War prisoners

to
Great protest demonstr
gainst. the and_ the
Government is
Butcher-hands,

“ On January

tions are being held
which the
giving to the

e secretly
d writes from a prison cell in
Kansas

Fort 16th & demontration of mere
in Helsingfors, but was broken
the

ons of workers are unemployed, and
s over here

sninst Labour
o breathe \mhu one has a special per

o some ¢ Pooh Bah !

Two of
are_bus n e etary of the
, and a member of the City

I the

alist Labour
Council were
1 other towns also, the police broke
i the entings
el are doing their best to  * The Social
ir master’s voice.  In Kansas they
what they call an ¢ Industrial Re-
e the obiast a whiek 1 b prevent

Democratic Party
vernment
¢ Socialist

has pledged
The Com.
Labour Party *

a5 & camouflage.””

[

PROGRESS.

the meat came in 8 copy of the
19

ted August 15

Royden's oss

es of

1 Tooked

nter-balan

another_man

don

For

ban

Smaller sizes, two

» and progress is

r Embroidery
SOVIET
ge size, 12 inches w

nerettes, cushion covers, ete

23 inches in width, 2d. a
Lacger or smaller sizes supp)

fason,

Exchange

It con-
A Opti Hel

of

e New

Huan
he Borc

Cottage,

Thaxted

6d.

ARMS TRANSFERS.

et
ach:

esigny on o shect, Cinches
Shee!




i
i

THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

\

February 95, 109, yebruary 95, 1022,

THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

Workers 2 Breatnought

Bditor: SYLVIA PANKHURST,

Al Matter tor Publication to bo Add
the Manager
Rea.
TeLerroNE: CENTRAL 7240,
mx owm (13w - Post Free 3/3
Sox Movrs (26 weeks) Aot
Oxe Yean (52 weeks)

Vol, VIIL. No. 50. Saturday, Feb

THE PRACTICE OF COMMUNISM.
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BovIETS OR PARLIANENT (Bukharin)
An explanation of the difference be
the Parliamentary and the B,
Council System.
Tar FINNISH REVOLUTION (0. Kuusinay)
Showing the fallacy of attempting to nb
tain Communism through Parliament,
THE REVOLUTION TO-MORROW (L. 4. Motje,
A worker’s view of how the Revolution w)']f
about. e
To BrrrisE WORKERS
Explaining the Boviet systom and what i
can do, with diagram.
Lloyd George Takes the Mask
Off (Sylvia Panlkhurst)
Housing and the Workers’ Re-
volution (Sylwia Pankhurst)
THE CoMMUNIST SoNG BooOK ..
A collection of Communist Songs whi.-g
every worker should know by heart,
TrutE W.LL OUT
An answer to cz
Facrs Asour ComMMmU

THE CHOICE OF J. H. THOMAS.
THE KING OR THE WORKERS?
J. H. Thomas declares that if the members of his Union decide that he shall not be, at the

same time. one of the King's Privy Councillors, and an official of the National Union of
Railwaymen, he will resign the position given to him by the workers, in order to retain the

vtwecn
oviet op

position given to him by the King. ; ; :

J. H. Thomas puts the King’s interest before the Workers® interest; that is clear, fellow-
worker. :

Do vou consider, fellow-worker, that Thomas can faithfully serve both the workers and the
King?

Read the oath he was forced to take when h became a Privy Councillor.
read that oath and understand its meaning. Show it to every worker in your shop:
ot all your friends to read it.

Let every worker
make a
point of that;
Here it is:—
The Privy Councillor’s Oatn.
I do swear by Almighty God to be a true and faithful Servant unto the
King’s Majesty, as one of His Majesty’s Privy Council. I will not know or Riggs Humt) .. &
understand of any manner of thing to be attempted against His Majesty’s An mt(rexelmng account of Communism jn
o3 e Fr TADY > > -5 ot g 3 sta 3 practice.
Person. Honour, Crown, or Dignity Royal but T will I}(t. and withstand the Tae ‘CosrNe RevoLumioN 1 BRimary (&, i
same to the uttermost of my Power, and either cause it 'to be revealed to His Bmory) ..o T
Majesty Himself, or to such of His Privy Council as shall advertise His Deals with “ Wha is Capitalism,” Wit
Majesty of the same, I will, in all things to be moved, treated, and debated is the State” ‘‘ What the Dictatorship
in Council, faithfully and truly declare my Mind and Opinion, according to "f] ‘:{‘; P{?lf‘fx‘“‘l"b YI\{FRDS, “Is a Re-
h B ) & v : 3 _ volution Necessary
my Heart and Conscience, and will keep sec ret all n?attt:r committed a_n\d re- SELF EDUOATION OF THE WORKERS (4. Lun-
vealed unto me, or that shall be treated of secretly in Council. And if any acharsky)
of the said Treaties or Counsels shall touch any of the Counsellors, I will not A pamphlet on proletarian education.
reveal it unto him, but will keep the same until such time as, by the Consent ’Iﬂnr(m\mu.\'rzz I;“.R", ,\)sn INDUBTRIAL
et el xine 3 kA T INIONISM (6. Zimoviev) ..................
of His Majesty, or of ll\‘r ‘( ouncil, Publication sllmll' h{}‘\hl]]ﬂfll \}h-“:d' [) \\.‘ll: The relationship necessary between Trads
to my uttermost bear Faith and ;‘s”calnm'c_ unto the King’s Majesty, and wi Unions and the Communish Party.
assist and defend al] Jurisdictions, Pre-eminences, and Authorities, granted THE
to His Majesty, and annexed to the Crown by Acts of Parliament, or other-
all Foreign Princes’ Persons, Prelates, States or Potentates. And

WORKING-CLASS AND THEIR CHILDREY
(Bdwin Hoernle)
lly in all things T will do as a faithful and true Servant ought to do
to His Majesty,

An appeal to Proletarian Parents.
THE MINERS’ CONFLICT WITH THE MiNg-
OWNERS (John Thomas, B.A.) .........
A short and clear account of the. coal
dispute.

A large Stock of Russian Literature.
Boviet Russia as I Baw it (Sylvia_Pank-
hurst)
Russia Before and After
(8. Carlyle Potter)
The Defence of Terrorism: A Reply to
Karl Kautsky (Z. Zrotsky) 3
Russian Workers' Republic (H.
Brailsford)
Red Europe (Frank Anstey) . o
Constitution of the Red International and
Labour Unions

So help me God.”

Observe. fellow-worker, that Thomas is compelled by that oath to confide to the King, any
private business that may belong to the workers; but the private business of the King he
must not confide to anyone. The King includes the Government, legally and actually in this
country to-day. unless there is a conflict between King and Parliament, in which case Thomas is
p'edged to the King.

If the King is opposing a Labour Government, Thomas has promised to stand by the
King. The

If the Government sends troops against the strilders, Thomas is pledged mot to tell the
danger threatening the workers. He must keep the secret that the troops are coming. He
must help the troops against the strikers, because they are the soldiers of the King and his
Government, for Thomas is a King’s Privy Councillor and hag sworn to uphold the King’s
authority and that of his Government, and he has sworn to maintain the Honour and Dignity

the - Revolntior

The “Reds" in Congress (/. 7.
Rusgia in 1921 (Tom Mann) .................
The International Labour Movement, Vol
Manifesto to Delegates of the XXXVI,
Indian National Congress
Novels, Poetry, etc., with a Communist Tenden
Cloth Covers.
Dreams (Olive Schreiner)
Looking Backward (Kdward Bellamy) J
stiff boards 3/
Beyond. A Sequel to *Looking
kward " (L. A. Geissler)
y ton Sinclair) ....

of the Crown,

net,
Murphy)

Thomas is not a Socialist : he has said so: Privy Councillors cannot be Socialists.

Thomas is not even much of a democrat or he would not object to letting the majority of
his Unicn decide whether their officials should, or should not, be King’s officials.

In spite of all this. we fancy. fellow-worker, that the N.U.R. will let Thomas keep a job
in the Union and be a Privy Councillor besides.

This is just one more proof of the urgent need for building up a Revolutionary Industrial
Union of workers pledged to overthrow Capitalism in favour of Communism.

THI".
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