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HALL LABOUR PARTY CUT WAGES ? 

The miners ha, c been starvi11g for three . 
10uths i11 their grcal struggle ao-.ainst I he 
mrcrtcd attempl of liu;:,... coal-ow�er to 1e-
lll'l' wages. 
.Ill l'omrnunisls, f;iociaUsts and Laboudsts 

uik in apJ)lauding the miners for theil· hm·oic 
ghl . 

The ulLuck 011 lh� miuers, we, and t hey, all 
grct.>, is nol au isolated blow ; it b; 1Jart of a 
em·nil co11ccrted mo, emcnl--tSometl1ing t l1at 
I sectioJts of l i te working-class, from lie 

1�l U1oclcralc lo t he extreme, must E:;land 
ogclher lo resist. Even the honest bourg�ois 

ormi:;ls agree with that, and senc.l donations 
o lhc fund for• the miners' chilt.lren. 
abourists , Socialists, Co J: mooists, helping 

Employers to cot wages. 

Bui yeL "c fiud one section of Labourist.s, 
'odalisls, Communists, which has gone over 
o the employers' side, uud is he·lping them in 
heir 11t lack on the worker's wage, on the 
orking-dass standard of liviJ1g. 
That is an ex'LraorclinarJ stalernent to make, 

ut, unforlunalcly, it is  a true one. • 

The Labou1·isls, Sociulisls, and CommunisOO, 
ho arc laking part in the great attack of the 
mploying classes upon .a.Jie wol'kers' li\'elihood 
re the dt'cled Labour, Socialist, and Com­
Hllli!-.t mem bcJt':i of focal gove, ning bodies which 

mrf' <tssented lo rec.l 11elions in the wages paid 
1 those bodie:; lo workers in a.II sorts of in­
;1slrits a1Hl lo Lhc reductions in Llie scale of 
llk•f gi\ en to t l 1e poor people wh; c_omc before 
he Boards of Guardians. 
1.1 '1 11s consider a case in point. 
On tl1c Poplar Board of ( ; uardians Ll1cre are 

b L:il,our, '.I Liberal, J l udepcmlent, aud ;J 
'onsl'n·ati,·c membe1·s. 
The babour Pnrly has lherefore a great 

1:1.jori t_r  011 tl1c Iloard, an<l amongst the Laboui· 
itmbt:rs, at. least lwo are members of lhe C'om­
Hlllist Pnrl_r of Greal Britai n :  · A .  A. Watt!i, 
mcmhe1· of llie Comnrnnrst Part\· Exe,·u Uve, 
id l•:dgar Lansb111·y, son of the Itdilor of the 
lnilu Ilemld. 

> 
On Jt� nc 2,�nd, al a Board l\1eeting of thl· 

oplar ( qia 1·t.l ians, u l'f'J)orl was presented from 
l�e sub-committee, signccJ hy Comra<le A. A .
\ ai ls, the Chairman, i-ecorumending lhul relief 
u lhc poor (with th� except ion of widows and 
ged persons) be rccluced by JO  per cent. 

Tl11s recomrnendulion was agreed Lo without 
\1 ord of opposi Lion. 

abour and Communist Guardians reduce 
Wages. 

The C:cncral P11rpos1..•s Committee , of " h ich 
Mr. ,\ . H .  Adams, Independcnl ;t'  is Chairman ,  

1rlher reported :-
l'our Com111illee /i11d lliat a /urll,cr reduc­

tion of Jd .  Jler 1,our is dt1e in th e wages ·of 
labou rers eniplo.yed iu the building trades from 
Ll,e hl J 11/y . IV e there/om recommend lhal 
ll1e /ollowin� 1'etluclions be wade :-

POPLAR INSTITUTION. - J. Ilarnwell, 
Painter's Laboure r, from £,1 4s. 4cl. lo 
.£·1 0,: Bd. per weeh ; E. Gu1111 , Bric/,_ 
layer ., Labo urer, from £4 •h. 4d. lo 
£,1 Os. Bel. per wee/,· ; J. Priest, 
Labcmrer, /ro11, £4 4s. •td. lo 
.£,t Os. Bel. per wee!.. 

SrnoOLS.-T. Ilarre, Painter's Labou·rer, 
f-,om .£3 14s. 5cl. to £3 IOs. 9el. per 
wee/, ; E. Gil.!, Painter's Labourer, from 

'· l'UJ,L 'l'Ol/Jo:'J'J Urn. " 
" Al y  <JOO I \Vl!A'.r A Js.�'J'fO� OF JI rrnug� \\'F. 

All �. " 

£ti Us. 5d. lo .£3 !Os .  9d. per week ; 
11'. Bradley, Painter's Labou rer, /ro111 
£� I ts. 5d. lo £3 !Os. 9d. JJCr week. 

LANGU:Y HousE.-C. Harper, Gen e ml 
ilssisl,rnl, /rum £1 4s. 4d. lu 
.£,t Os. Sd. per wee/,. 

NouTH STREET On·1c;Es.-J. Hill, Lal oure r, 
/r<>m £,t 1s. ,J.</ . tu £1, Os. Bd. per 
'li1eclc. 

This recommendolion also was approved wi th­
out opposition from an.v quarlcr. 
Wages of Woman Sewing Macblnisls Reduced. 

Further reductions followed quiekly , with 
general Uored liltll'IUurs of assent. 

'/'lwl 1/,e wage., of F. Carey u11d 
:I ;· Slie1ihcrd, Machi11isl-', be reduced to •13.,. 
JH'r weelr, i .e . , 11'8 hours al I0¾d. per ltour, l lwl  
being J, lic present rate of watres. J,i,red b!J ili e 

:J;�:;r
whing mul lT'omen's Light Clothing 

Baker,11' Wages Reduced 
• • Your Committee lwl'e cousiclcred a lette r of 

lhe ii malgamated U 11ion of o,,e,ative Bllkc .. 
fun.CJnr£ling a rnvised scClle of u:agc,"i for lit e  

lmhry trades depe11den t  on llic i11dc.r figure of 
lite cost �/ living, which came into operatio n  

on . lhe _  1 s t  S�t,mlay i 1 1  A wil. 
. 

'J'le e COS•t of 
1111mg J 11de.c f'.J!Ure /or the Is l  May w,rn 128, 
and 101,l,I ll1e,· J11de.t figure Jails below 1 20, llw 
1.c1ages payable are as follorVs :-

Lcs::i l hi.111 4. aud lr�s 
4 tban 6 

employed. employed. 
:£. s. cl. £ s. d. 

J•'ol'Cwan-p<:r week 3 18 O •1 2 o 
Second HaJ'ICb-1�r week 3 1:3 O 3 16 O 

We luwe i11$tructed the 1nasler to reduce 

the wages of llie following office r., 011 Salur­
<lay ne.rl, th� 18th inst . ,  accordinJdy, viz . :  

Less lhau 4 <. m ployed. 
from to 

W. Batchelor, foremail baker : 
6
5 g· ; 18 

d
o 

T. WJ!ey, assistant baker .. . 8 19 o a 12 ' o  
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1 ·to 6 employed. 
from to 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
W. Bato\1clor, Jorcmaa baker ·1 9 0 1 2 0 
'r. Wiley, as�iskmt baker 1 3 0 3 16 0 

Then followed (he recommendation :-
" 1. That our aclio,i be app·roved and co11-

/irm ed, and that the wages of the 
. above-11ie11lionecl officers be. further 
reduced by 2/6  per week each for 
every fall of IO points in tl,e cost 
of livi11g i11cle.t figures below 120. 

" !B. That nJUges of all teni1)0-rary em­
pl<>yee,; be reduced i n accordance 
wi-th the foregoing scale." 

" I am not Opposing the Reduction," 
says Edgar Lansbury. 

Comrad<l Edgat· Lansbury rose slowly to his 
feet, perhaps he rem cm bered the Daily Herald 
headlines. 

�, l 'rn not opposing the reduction," he 
asid. We've already agreed lo it, but I 
clon ·t like us pledging our�lves to <lo it i n  
lhc fulure. There's a movement going o n  all 
01 er the c'buntry t.o stop l hese reductions of 
wages down lo the pL'e-war, it  may go below 
the pre-wai· '1¥vel. That movement may get 
stronger. We oughln"t lo bind ourselves in 
advance ." 

Comrade Lansbury should guard against laying 
himself open to the impulation that he is content 
lo wait to act in support of that movement till 
i t  string enough to act for itself. 

Mr. Boddcly , lhe crusted Tor_y , ingratiatingly 
remarked that these reductions in wages were 
in ac(.,-ordance with the agreements made with Lhe 
Trade Unions. 

Councillor Charlie Sumner, Chairman of the 
Board ancl a burly Traclc Unionist and Labour 
man, long admiri,d in  Poplar for his genial dass­
consciousness, interposed b]an<ll.v : 

" Yes, but d'you see, the baking lrade has 
alwavs been a terr ibly sweated tracle, and i t  
isn't

. 
ta say that we  sh

.
ould join in ,  just because 

everyone else is coining down on them . ' '  
But in spite o f  these ,s>ords, Coul)cil lor Sum­

ner did nol oppose Lhe present decrease. 
Il was agreed, wil h the complete assent of the 

Libera'ls ancl the Tories. Lhat Com1·ade Lansbury's 
su�estio:i. to leave the future to take care of 
itself, resling c-ontenl with the present wages 
(·ut in respect of these particular 1nen, and 
waiting lill the cost of l i1•i111 fell to cut at ,them 
again. Thjs was effected by deleting the 
oassagc fol lowing " confirmed."  On Comrade 
Edgar Lansbury's motion iL was further agreed 
lo insert tl1e words " in the bakehouse " after 
the words ' temporary employees," so that if 
anv other kind of temporary employees were to 
ha�•e their wages reduced, the Board would l1ear 
of it .  This, of course, was locking the stable 
door after the horse was stolen for the 

* As the- Por.ilar L:1bonr Party has an absolute 
majorit.y, why doc& it. , al�ow an_ Inde�Jeudout t.o 
inooopolisc one .of t.ho Chnirmnnsh.ips ? 
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