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ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF TWO SOCIALIST MARTYRS.
By CLARA ZETKIN.

ROSA LUXEMBURG.
Rosa Luxemburg was a woman of indomitable 

will. Severe self-control put a curb on the 
mettlesome ardour of her temperament, veiling 
it beneath an outwardly reserved and calm de- 
meanour. Mistress of herself, she was able to . 
lead others. Her delicate sensitiveness had to 
be shielded from external influences. Her 
apparent coldness and strict reserve were 
the screen behind which was hidden a life 
of tender and deep feeling ; a wealth of sym- 
pathy which did not stop short at man, but em- 
braced all living beings, and encircled the world 
as a united whole. Once in a while Red Rosa, 
weary and worn with work, would turn out of her 
way to pick up a stray caterpillar and replace 't 
upon its appropriate leaf. Her compassionate 
heart warmed to human suffering and grew more 
tender as the years went by. Always did 
she find time to lend a willing ear to those 
who needed advice and help; often did she joy- 
fully give up her own pleasure in order to succour 
those who came to her in their need. A severe 
taskmistress to herself, she treated her friends 
w i th an instinctive indulgence; their woes and 
their troubles were more poignant to her than 
her own. As a friend she was a model of both 
loyalty and love, of self-effacement and gentle 
solicitude. With what rare qualities was she 
endowed, this “resolute fanatic”! How preg- 
nant with thought and vivacity was her inter- 
course with intimates! Her natural reserve and 
dignity had taught her to suffer in silence. No- 
thing unworthy had any existence for her. Small 
and delicate in body, Rosa was nevertheless con- 
sumed with an energy which was unrivalled. She 
made themost remorseless demands upon her 
own powers of work, and she achieved positively 
astounding results. When it seemed that she 
must succumb to the exhaustion consequent upon 
her labours, she would embark upon another 
task demanding yet greater expenditure of 
vitality. Such endeavours were undertaken “in 
order to give myself a rest.” Rarely was heard 
on her lips the phrase "I cannot"; more fre- 
quently were heard the words, "I must." Her 
frail health and the unfavourable circum- 
stances of her life did not lessen her vigour. 
Sorely tried by bodily infirmities, encompassed 
with difficulties, she remained true to herself.

Comrade Mehring was right in affirming that 
Rosa Luxemburg was one of Marx’s most per- 
spicuous and intelligent followers. Gifted 
with shrewdness and with complete indepen- 
denceof thought, she refused to accept any 
traditional formula on trust; she probed every 
idea, every fact, which thus acquired a special 
and personal value for her. She combined to 
a rare degree the power of logical deduction 
with an acute understanding of-everyday life 
and its development. Her dauntless mind was 
not content merely to know Marx’s teaching 
and to elucidate the master's doctrines. She 
undertook independent researches, and con­
tinued the work of creation which is the very 
essence of Marx's spirit. She possessed a very 
remarkable capacity of lucid exposition, and 
could always find the aptest words wherewith 
to express her thoughts in all their plenitude. 
Rosa Luxemburg was never satisfied with the 
insipid and dry theoretical disquisitions so dear 
to the heart of our erudite Socialists. Her 
speech was brilliantly simple; it sparkled with 
wit and was full of mordant humour | it seemed

The Russian Soviet Government has declared 
16th January a day of Mourning, with general 
stoppage of work, in remembrance of the 
murder of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht

to be the incarnation of enthusiasm, and 
revealed the breadth of her culture and the 
superabundant wealth of her inner life. She 
was a • splendid theoretician of scientific 
Socialism, but had nothing in common with 
the paltry pedants who cull their wisdom 
from a few scientific works. Her thirst for 
knowledge was insatiable. Her receptive 
mind, her intuitive understanding, turned to 
nature and to art as to a wellspring of happi- 
ness and moral perfection.

Socialism was for Rosa Luxemburg a dom- 
inating passion which absorbed her whole life, 
a passion at once intellectual and ethical. The 
passion consumed her and was transformed into 
creative work. This rare woman had but one 
ambition, one task in life—to prepare for the 
revolution which was to open the way to 
Socialism. Her greatest joy, her dream, was 
to live to see the revolution, to take her share 
in its struggles. Rosa Luxemburg gave to 
Socialism all she had to give; no words can 
ever express the strength of will, the disinter- 
estedness, and the devotion, with which she 
served the cause. She offered up her life on 
the altar of Socialism, not alone in death, but 
in the long days of her labour, in the hours, 
the weeks and the years consecrated to the fight. 
Thus had she acquired the right to demand of 
others that they; too, shall sacrifice their all 
for Socialism—everything, life not excepted. She 
was the sword, she was the fire, of the revolution. 
Rosa Luxemburg will remain one of the greatest 
figures in the history of International Soelaliam,

KARL LIEBKNECHT.
We should never forget that in Germany Karl 

Liebknecht was the first Social Democrat, and 
that for long he was the only Social Democrat 
who dared to throw off the disastrous yoke of 
party discipline—that party discipline which had 
ceased to be a mere secondary means for the 
furtherance of practical activities, and had be- 
come an end in itself, a great Huitzilopochtli, 

an idol to which everything was sacrifieced. We 
should never forget that he was the first, and for 
a long time the only Social Democrat to speak 
and act in the German Reichstag as an Inter- 
national Socialist, thus in very truth defending 
"German honour," the honour of German 
Socialism. The majority of the Social Democratic 
Parliamentary group voted war credits for the 
murder of their brothers; they darkened and 
poisoned the judgment of the masses through 
their reputation of Socialist ideals and their 
adoption of bourgeois watchwords. , The dissen- 
tient minority discreetly submitted and held its 
peace. Karl. Liebknecht alone, every inch a 
man, had the courage to hurl his invincible 
"No! in the face of Parliament and the world.

Scorched by the indignation of the bourgeois 
parties, reviled and calumniated by the Social 
Democratic majority, forsaken by the Social 
Democratic minority, he none the less made of 
the Reichstag a battlefield against Imperialism 
and Capitalism, missing no chance of unmasking 
these deadly enemies of the proletariat, and 
seizing every opportunity of arousing the ex- 
ploited masses against them. Thus did he con- 
tinue at work until the day when the Reichstag, 
to its everlasting disgrace, surrendering its own 
privileges, suspended Liebknecht's Parliamentary 
immunity, delivering over to the venomous bour- 
geois class-justice this man alleged to be guilty 
of high treason. New life, sprang from the 
brave and unceasing struggle. Through Lieb- 
knecht's example, popular confidence in 
Socialism flamed up vigorously once more, and 
the proletarians, their courage revivified, made 
ready for battle. Karl Liebknecht transferred 
the venue of the fight to the place where it has 
to be decided. By word and deed he wrestled 
with Imperialism for the soul of the masses. 
This continued down to the day when bourgeois 
society wreaked vengeance on the dreaded and 
detested foe—until the prison swallowed him. 
Why was he immured? Because he, soldier of 
the revolution, had in the open street urged the 
workers to make the first of May festival a for- 
midable demonstration, to repudiate the ‘‘truce 
of parties" in the name of International 
Socialism, to put an end to the slaughter of the 
peoples, to sweep away the Government of male- 
factors. The masses made no move to follow 
their far-sighted and Trusty leader. But this 
disappointment availed just as little as danger 
and persecution availed to shake Karl Lieb- 
knecht's convictions or to daunt his fighting 
spirit. This is evidenced by the brilliant and 
defiant speech he made at the court-martial, a 
speech that was a classical example of self-defence 
on the part of a political champion. Our con- 
viction that his courage was unabated was re- 
inforced by all his subsequent activities.

The Provisional (Red) ‘International Council of 
Russia has sent an invitation to British Industrial 
Unions to send delegates to the World .Congress 
of Trade and Industrial Union Organisations, convened 
for May 1st in Moscow;
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THE TRIAL OF THE MURDERERS 
OF ROSA LUXEMBURG AND 

KARL LIEBKNECHT.
We advise all those who wax indignant 

Bolshevik ‘atrocities,' all those who spak 
admiration of the splendid civilisation of the
democracies of Western Europe, to read the re­
port of the trial of Karl Liebknecht's and Rosa 
Luxemburg's murderers. These official records, 
colourless as they are, arouse deep emotion, burn- 
ing indignation. They appeal to the heart and 
to the mind far more strongly than do the most 
infamatory speeches, or the laborious writings 
of lawyers and politicians who aim at proving the 
beneficence and the justice of the bourgeois re­
gime of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

The military judges displayed the most con­
siderate attitude towards the accused, towards

Pf lug handed Peschel, the chauffeur, five hundred 
marks, and promised him as much more if he 
‘‘behaved well.’’ A comrade of the accused, 
Sander, a non-commissioned officer,' suggested to 
Judge Grutzner, at that time aconumnissioned 
officer—and the suggestion seemed to come well- 
nigh with the force of a command—that he 
should bring pressure to bear upon the soldiers 
who had been on sentry duty at the Eden Hotel 
to induce them to bear false witness.

If, further, we take into account I he coarse 
brutality of these “civilised Europeans’ (one 
of them, in private conversation, related that 
the insensible Rosa Luxemburg was "thrown into 
the motor as if she had been a sack' ; another, 
who was at the door of the hotel, cried out to 
the soldiers as he pointed at Liebknecht, ‘Strike 
down that swine!"), their mentality and the 
part they played in the crime become fully com-

leaders. These judges did their utmost to make 
it impossible for light to be thrown on the crime. 
The indefatigable energy of the president of the 
court kept at a distance all those who might have 
been able to elucidate the preparations for the

for these last, during the trial they lied shame- 
lessly in order to exculpate themselves, and in 
order to distort the significance of the crime 
by imputing it to an outburst of popular indig­
nation. With the aid of the suborned witnesses, 
they made it appear that as soon as Karl Lieb- 
knecht and Rosa Luxemburg, then under arrest, 
were seen in the street, a crowd of soldiers fell 
upon them and knocked them about. Subse­
quently, when they were being taken to prison, 
a mysterious "‘civilian’’ sprang upon the foot- 
board of the motor and killed Karl Liebknecht 
with a revolver shot. But all these monstrous 
fables vanished into smoke the instant the judges 
touched them—despite the extreme tenderness of
the touch. Indisputable 
the murders took place 
cumstances :—

following

For a time after their arrest, Karl Liebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburg were kept at the Eden 
Hotel. Thence, on the morning of the crime, 
they were to be transferred to the Moabit lock- 
up. Rosa Luxemburg was to be accompanied by 
First-Lieutenant Vogel, by another officer whose 
name was not divulged, and by three common

gards them, any psychological enigma. But how 
do we find Runge, the private, among these drugs 
of high society? The other privates appear to 
have obeyed orders passively, from feir of the 
consequences if they did otherwise. An unknown 
soldier on sentry duty near the hotel picked up 
one of Rosa Luxemburg's shoes which Lad fallen 
off, and hid it, saying he would keep it as a 
relic (evidence of Anna Vandenger, washer- 
woman). Private Runge, a carpenter by trade, 
is the most disheartening individual we encounter 
in the trial. In the report he is described as 
follows : large ears, heavy jowl, excessively large 
teeth, the general appearance of the face and the 
shape of the skull suggest a quite abnormal type. 
According to the medical evidence lie was only 
partially responsible. Returning home after the 
crime, he quietly went to bed. He detested the 
Communists because, so lie said, “they want to 
take away my little house in the suburbs of Ber- 
lin." One of his brothers is a Communist, and 
this brother was among the audience in court. 
Recognising him in the crowd, Runge ic apt from 
the dock, seized a hand grenade from a soldier, 
and was about to attack his brother as a "gaol- 
bird' and a "sans patrie,fJ

Worthy accomplice of Ebert and Scheidemann !

their name, any of them, would be better than th 
Soviet system.”

REVOLUTIONS FROM 1789 TO 1906.
(Documents selected and edited, with notes and i 

trod actions; by R. W. Postgate. Grant Richail 
Ltd., London. 18s. net.) -

Credit must be given to the, comps, of the Pen 
can Press for the excellent get-up of the book, mi 
author has worked hard and has given us in 1. 
than 400 pages many important documents — the 
monist Manifesto in full—that are as landmarks | 
the history of the political thought of Western pell 
ples. To each period an extensive Bibliography 
appended, with useful explanatory notes. There a 
lacuna, due, we assume, to limitation of spae. 
and also to the -fact that the author deals will 
events from a point of view that is chieflyr politic j 
and does not give enough importance to the purely 
economic tendencies. The work of Malatesta in th 
First International, of the French Syndicalists, of 
the early Russian Revolutionists is cither ignore 
or not adequately represented. Yet it is a book (a 
should be in the library of every Socialist Club 9 
organisation, and on the shelf, in a handy positi 
and ready for reference, of every social student.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR LEGISLATION. 
(By H. J. Hetherington, M.A., Professor of Philo­

sophy at the University. College, Cardiff. Methuen
• and Co., London.)
A short account of the International' Labour Con­

ference held at Washington in November, 1919, where 
Government, employers’ and workers’ delegates rat 
together. The full list of the delegation is given 
For England, next to the Right Hon. G. N. Barnes 
and Sir Malcolm Delevrigne (AssistantUnder-Seere. 
tary of State, for the Government), sat directors 
of Armstrong and Whitworth, Ltd., of Kynoch Loi 
of Brimsdown Lead Co., of the North and ’ Nori 
London Railways, for the employers 1 and G. II 
Stuart-Bunning. of the ParliamentaryCommitter, 
Trades Union Congress, with the assistance of N,isI3 
Mary MacArthur, Miss Margaret Bondiield, Messi, 
Onions, M.P., Shaw, M.P., Sexton, M.P., Bower- 
man. M.P., of the Labour Party.

This book should be borrowed and read by all 
Communists in order to realise once more the futili.y 
of this kind of Labour legislation, and also ilie 
lack of qlass-consciousness in our Labour Party.

soldiers. Directly Rosa Luxemburg emerged 
from the Hotel, the soldier Runge rushed at 
her and struck her twice with the butt end of 
his rifle. She fell insensible, bathed it. blood. 
The soldiers threw her body brutally into the

identified officer struck her violently on the head 
while she still lay unconscious; finally, First- 
Lieutenant Vogel pistolled her point-blank. The 
soldier seated beside her felt her last convulsive 
movement. The murderers then took the body

Liebknecht still remain obscure. This much is 
certain, that Captain von Pflug-Hartung, First- 
Lieutenants Stiege and Von Riitgen, together with
the non-commissioned Lippman and
Schultz, took him to an out of the way part of
the Tiergarten, was killed by three
shots, one in the head and two in the back. If 
seems probable that on the way thither he had 
been rendered insensible by blows from a rifle 
butt.

shudder at the thought of the wretches who basely 
perpetrated it. But let us consider the criminals 
more closely. With the exception of Private 
Runge, they were all members of the upper 
class. They belonged to the typical rift-raff of 
the drawing-rooms. Enough to-witness their non­
chalant air before the judges. * Von Rutgen, 
still little more than a boy, smiled all the while 
as he answered the president’s questions: during 
the proceedings, another of the accused read a 
newspaper with an affectation of intense boredom, 
so that the president had to call him to order; 
the third accused went on quietly eating sand­
wiches while one of the witnesses testified how 
he had thrown the victim’s body into the water. 
I have already referred to these gentlemen’s lies ;
I have previously explained that 
suborned some of the witnesses, 
soldiers who had been in charge of 
came back to the hotel, the officers

they had

murderers gave them wine and cigarette
among the
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SUPPORT THE FAMILIES 
of those who are in Prison.

IT’S THE WORKER’S PAPER.
Push along the Dreadnought, - 

Push with all your might;
It's the Worker's paper. 

Out for truth and right;
Out for Revolution-—

Cure for every ill—
Not for Boorjoy Plaster 

Or Reformist Pill!

The appeals of Comrades Harvey and Steele against 
their, sentences, of four months hard labour were 
heard on Friday, 7th -January, in Birmingham. We 
are, glad thatnow they are in the second division 
and that Comrade Steele has had his sentence re- 
duced to three months, though we had hoped that 
the sentences would have been remitted altogether,

Our comrades are now serving these harsh 
tences imposed for propaganda speeches. Their im-"
Disonment means that seven dependants are left 
without means of subsistence. We therefore appeal 
to al‘friends and fellow-workers to send along their 
donations, however small, to enable us to support 
these dependants. Contributions should be sent to 
fom Watkins. National Treasurer. 5, Pentre Hill 

Cilfrew, Neath, South Wales. ’
On behalf of the Executive

sen -

Push along the DreatLiwiight,,. "
Sell it at the works—

He's no true Communist
Who just dreams—and shirks.

Show your rebel mettle. 
Start revolt at home— .

Any ass can deal in
Gas, and froth and foam.

Push along the Dreadnought, 
Push it on your mates ;

You'll find Revolution
Round the corner waits; )

It won’t come from Moscow
At your whispering call ;

Revolution comes with
WORK—hard work-—for ALL !

THE GREAT TASK.
BY T. ISLWYN NICHOLAS.

Last week I promised my comrade readers 
of the "Dreadnought" to give them some 
' idea of the best method for the conducting 
of a Proletarian School. Timeswithout 
number I have been asked : " Do you supply 
teachers for the schools?” This is a most 
important question, and which I will an- 
swer at the outset. No, we do not supply 
teachers ; the Communist branch or the 
comrades who take upon themselves the 
great task of starting a school select a teach- 
er or teachers from amongst themselves. An 
important point which must be kept in mind 
when selecting a teacher is that he must be 
a Scientific Socialist. Ifa comrade is not 
a Revolutionary Socialist, how can one ex- 
pect him to teach the children of the work- 
ing-class Revolution. The children are 
taught such subjects as writing, reading, 
spelling, grammar, geography, drawing, 
painting, mathematics, music, etc., at the 
public schools, therefore we are not con- 
corned with the foregoing subjects. In re- 
gard to books, Tom Anderson says this : 
"Books! There is no end to the books that 
can be used by the Revolutionary Socialist ; 
in fact, every book of any importance can be 
used." From Grant Allen’s book, " The 
Evolution of the Idea of God," Tom gave 
a series of lessons extending over many 
months. A most strange thing done in the 
delivering of these lessons was that the 
lecture used as a companion book, to prove 
his subject, the Holy Bible. These lessons 
were brought down to the intelligence of 
boys and girls about seven to ten years of 
age. They were delivered as a story in most 
simple language. Other good handbooks for 
teachers are “Das Kapital,” "Anciant So- 
cicty," or the Sue Novels ; the children 
specially enjoy the lessons from Sue. We 
have published many little booklets by our 
worthy comrade, Tom Anderson. One of 
them, the story of " John Davidson," is a 
most interesting story illustrating the Class 
Struggle. Then we ahve published poems by 
him and other revolutionaries, along with a 
Proletarian Song-book. The following 
makes a splendid agenda for a complete 
session (that is from September till April): 
First Sunday: " The State," by William

Second Sunday : " The Origin of 
World," by McMillan.

the

Communist Party (B.S.T.I.), 
TOM WATKINS,

Committee of the

Treasurer.
EDGAR T. WHITEHEAD, Treasurer.

Push along the
Push it on

Push it at the
Push it at

Leave it under

Dregdiwught, 
the car, 

barber's, 
the bar ;
doorways.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
these short notices do not precludea more ex- 
haustive review in our next issues, by competent 
writers, according to the timely importance of 
the volumes here mentioned.)

WHAT IS WRONG WITH IRELAND ?
By John Hampden Bright.

A sober and well-informed pamphlet of thirty pages 
dealing with the present position of Ireland. The 
author concludes : " Save — "
us from our friends.”

GOVERNMENT
By Conratl

us from our enemies.' save

Gill, M.A.
(With the collaboration of C. W. Valentine, M.A. 

.Phil. Methuen and Co., Ltd., London.. 7s 64. 
net.)

The author believes" That in future every man 
and woman will be called upon to take some part 
in the government of the country" ; also “that our 
Government is in form truly democratic.” A well- 
indexed volume of 300 pages, quite safe and or- 
thodox. The authors think that as a system “ Bol- 
sheyism is not likely to endure long " coun-
7 . — eeYiets : -4— as a means of 
chousing a body which should represent public opin- 
ion. systems under which men voted according to 
the. "8Oi height" weight, 01 the initial letters of

Leave it in the trains ; 
Sell it when it freezes.

Hails or- snows or rains.

Push along the .Dreadiwught, 
Let the workers know

There's a paper for 'em
Full of push and go. — 

Then they il do the pushing
And with pleasant grin 

Kick old Fatman out and *
Show Revolution in.

. Comrade Malone's appeal is to be heard at the 
Surrey Sessions, on Friday, January 14th.

The following donations have been received for 
Comrade Pankhurst's -costs of appeal, which may 
amount to £80. Further donations should be sent 
as soon as possible to Norah Smyth, Workers* Dread­
nought, 152, Fleet Street, E.C4:—-

Mr. Mitchell, 5/-; Mr. and Mrs. Hart, 5/-; Mrs. 
Bouvier, 2/6; Misses Dorothea and Madeleine Rock, 
10/; Anon, with apologies, Sd. ; Anon, with all good 
wishes, 2/6; Mr. Thomas Wilson, £l • A Sympathiser 
(Liverpool), 2/-; A Sympathiser in Holloway,, 5/- : 
3: Howell, £1. (Total, £3 12s. 8d.).

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED.
Hammersmith Comrades, 13/4; Barking Comrades, 

10/-i Exeter Comrades, 6/-: Altrincham Comrades, 
14/5,

Third Sunday : " The Workshop.” 
Fourth Sunday : Musical Sunday.
Tom Anderson gives the following advice: 

"The State” gives a groundwork to the 
school, and educates your grown-ups as well 
as the children. A comrade should be se- 

Hlected at the beginning of the session to give 
ii series of lessons on " The State.”

" The Origin of the World " is a splendid- 
ly written little book for children ; the chap- 
iters are very short, taking about eight to 
ten minutes to read. Select two boys and 
two girls, aged from 10 to 14 years, and 
mark of an equal passage in the chapter 
for them to read.

is generally known as the Children's Day. 
The children take great interest in it, and 
they listen far more attentively to the young 
people reading, and they remember more 
about it than the best grown-up speaker you 
may have. Different books should be se- 

lected every session, both for the first and 
second Sunday lessons. On the third Sun- 
day the subject is " The Workshop.” This 
lesson should be given by a comrade of 
the kind of work at which he is engaged ; 
pr women comrades should also be invited 
to give these lessons; it should be a differ- 
lent speaker every time. These lessons have 
been proved to be of great educational value, 
and give the children the entire gamut of 
working- class. occupations. The comrades 

should always bear in mind when speaking 
that it is a Children’s School. The lesson 
should never occupy more than fifteen min- 
utes. On the fourth Sunday, a musical Sun-

should be held ; this is a great attrac- 
tion for the children. The children should

be trained to singsongs that breathe. 
spirit of Revolution; to learn and recite 
the Ten Proletarian Maxims and poems that 
inspire us to greater efforts and enthusiasm 
in the great proletarian cause. A boy and 
girl should be taught a real live, burning 
red-hot revolutionary speech, to take from 
five to ten minutes in delivering. How this 
shames the grown-ups ! Adult comrades 
should take advantage and develop the varied 
and wide talent of the youngsters for one 
purpose—for and on behalf of the revolu- 
tionary movement. In the " Young Work- 
er’s Book of Rebels,” by J. S. Clarke, and 
published by us, will be found a splendid 
series of stories for any teacher to select 
from. When there is an extra Sunday in 
the month, the lesson should be on some 
historical story which may be found in the 
above series. Tom Anderson tells us “ that 
in speaking to children you must be brave, 
bold, and resolute, that is if you wish to 
hold their attention. You must not speak 
too long ; the ideal time is ten minutes." 
The following is a model agenda for carry­
ing out the service of the school (by, Tom 
Anderson) :—

1. Opening song by school. A girl reads 
the first verse.

2. Minute of last school service. By a 
junior secretary.

3. Text. Children all repeat it together.
4. President’s remarks.
5. Song by school. _A boy reads the first 

verse.
6. Lesson. Speaker allowed 15 minutes.
7. Questions. The children are invited 

to ask questions.
8. Roll call, junior and senior. Optional.
9. Song by school. A senior girl reads 

the first verse.
10. Reading. Solo or musical selection 

by any member of the school.
11. Collection. Intimations.
12. Number of children and grown-ups 

present.
13. Closing song. One verse only. 

Grown-ups read. No books used.
14. President : ‘ Good afternoon, chil- 

dren.” Children respond : " Good afternoon 
Comrade.”

This service occupies about one hour, and 
is conducted like a big meeting, the chil- 
dren and grown-ups forming one class. If 
there is a very large school it is sometimes 
advisable to divide children into separate 
classes according to the different ages. In 
next week’s issue I hope to deal further 
on the important question of the organisa- 
tion of the International Proletarian School 
Movement. Later on I shall also deal with 
the work of the Young People’s Communist 
International in other lands. Comrades! 
We of the young movement, demand the 
complete surrender of the capitalist class ; 
we are working for the complete destruction 
of the Capitalist Class State, along with its 
E .0 .—Parliament. W e work towards the es- 
tablishment of the Communist Industrial 
Republic, through the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat.

Comrades of the. Communist movement, 
you must support us, because our movement 
is your movement. Revolutionary Youth 
has sounded the clarion call to the young 
workers of the world—Ours is the wo rich 
despite all. It is within your power to re- 
echo that militant call so that it may reach 
the youngsters who have not yet heard if 
by forming schools and by helping us finan- 
cially. It remains with you to show the 
boss class what you can do if you try.

An Appeal to the Young.
By JAMES STEWART. Post free 2 d.

Should be read by all interested in the 
Proletarian School Movement. Twenty-five 
per cent, reduction on quantities from the 
Communist Party. 400, Old Ford Road. E. 3.

The Coming Revolution in Britain.
By H. M. EMERY. Post free 1 id.

To be obtained from the Worherx' Dread­
nought Office, 152, Fleet Street, E.C. 4.

The Schooling of the Future.
By E. SYLVIA PAVKHURST. Price Id.

NEWS FROM SOVIET RUSSZ.
Tehitcherin. the People’s Commissary for Foreign 

Affairs, asked the Italian Government fora passport 
for Zinoviev and Bukharin, in order that they could 
attend the Congress of the Italian Socialist Party, 
shortly to be held at Livorno.

Private Theatres Closed Down in Russia.
All the private theatres which existed in Russia 

have been closed down as from January 1st. This 
measure is in connection with the abolition of an 
entrance fees for the performance. All theatres of 
artistic value will be nationalised. Every visit will be 
registered on personal cards.

The Russian Peasants Agree with the Soviet, 
Republic.

On December 21th, a meeting took place in the 
Kremlin, of the non-Party delegates to the Lighth 
Soviet Congress. Kalinin, Chairman of the Central 
Executive, was present. After a debate which lasted' 
over four hours, and in which the peasants’ delegates 
took a prominent part, the policy of the Soviet power 
towards the peasantry has been agreed to, and a drart 
of a Bill about the reconstruction of the agricultural 
production has been unanimously accepted.

Trot skij and the Russian Transport Crisis.
At a morning session of the Eighth All-Russian- 

Soviet Congress, Trotsky gave a thorough report of 
the Soviet transport system and of the valiant 
struggle of the Russian railwaymen for reconstruc­
tion-.- " Last winter, he said, “ the situation of our 
traffic was so hopeless that we could not look forward 
t any improvement in our general situation. The 
running of ruined engines and trucks gave small 
results. The People’s Commissary for icanic had 
even to give an order for the use of the engines 
which had been marked down for repair. That time 
our slogan was: ‘All for the Red I ront!' Now the 
position is changed; we have not the peril of Ceath 
before us now, as we had last winter, and we may look 
forward to great improvements.'

Trotsky communicated the following figures:
The number of locomotives repaired in 1920 were 

as follows : January. 259; February, 296 ; March, 
521; April, 603; May,769; June, 947; July, 
, 1.075 ; August, 1,012; September, 1,074; October, 
1,096.

Possible Deadlock in the Russian -American 
Neg olialions.

Tchiteherin instructed Martens, the Bolshevist re- 
presentative in New York, to leave the United 

States, with his whole stall, and to declare void all 
the contracts entered into with American firms.

Russia to Dictate Peace on the Rhine.
Bukharin writes in the Pravda, that the annihila- 

tion of Wrangel. Balachovich, and P'etlura, does not 
mean peace. The Bolshevists must break the Polish 
wall, shake hands with the German comrades, and 
dictate a Proletarian Peace on the Rhine.

1 rotsky has recently visited the Red troops at the 
Minsk-Smolensk front. He appealed to the troops 
to be ready to act for the liberation of the West- 
European proletariat.

The Fear of Communism.-
The number of Communists interned at Prague 

prison amounts, at present, to 730 persons.
Free Fuel in Kussia.

By a decree of the Council of Commissaries, be- 
ginning from January 1st, all workers, Sovietofficials, 
soldiers’ families, and invalids will receive free fuel 
rations. The same groups have also the free use of 
the post, the telephone, and the telegraph.

d New 0 niversity in Soviet Russia.
A University for workers and peasants has been 

opened in Kursk.
At the meeting of the Congress on December 29th, 

Mrs. Kollentay, the Commissary for Social Welfare, 
in a splendid speech, explained the position of women 
in Socialist development. She said;—

. " We must free the woman from that load of 
unproductive work in the household which has 
suppressed her for centuries. In this way we wi.. 
liberate new creative energy. Unfortunately, many 
of you still possess the old prejudices, but in our 
three years' work we have already passed the difli- 
cult point, and we are also approaching victory in 
the realm q^ the emancipation of women.” si

The Study of Electricity.
After a speech by Sosnouski, over the importance 

of electrification, the Eighth Congress unanimously 
decided that it should be the duty of all Soviet ad- 
ministrations to introduce the study of electrical 
subjects as widely as possible, and for this purpose, 
t make use of the co-operation of the Trade Unions.

The Anglo-Russian Negotiations.
Tchiteherin, Commissary for Foreign Affairs, 

makes the following statement in the Moscow press.
On the 30th June, 1920, the English Government 

proposed to the Soviet Government the following 
- four principles for negotiations :—

1. England and Soviet Russia refrain from all 
hostile acts.

2. Exchange of prisoners of war shall take place 
at once.

3. Both States to compensate the members of 
of the other States for personal and com- 
mercial loss.

4. Both States propose a treaty for the mutual 
resumption of trade.

As is known, theseconditions were accepted by 
the Soviet Government, and on July 10th, the 
English Government was informed of this. How- 
ever, the English Government, which until recently 
had recognised the July agreement, has now com- 
pletely changed its attitude. England wishes to 
back out from the undertakings which she herself 
proposed. On account of this open breach of the 

treaty, the Soviet Government has decided to re- 
call Krassin, the Russian representative in London, 
for the purpose of a conference in Moscow.



f.AUU11 2 . ------- ----------------------------- --------------------

SE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 
Published by the Communist Party. i 

(British Section of the Third International).
Editor: SYLVIA PANKHURST. 

Acting Editor: JACK O'SULLIVAN.

All Matter for Publication to be Addressed to the Editor: 
400. Old Ford Road. London,.3.

Telephone: East 1787.

THE COMMUNIST. PARTY DOES NOT HOLD 
ITSELF RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OPINIONS AP- 
PEARING OVER INDIVIDUAL SIGNATURES.

Business Communications to the Manager: 
Workers’ Dreadnought, 152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

SUBSCRIPTION:

Three MONTHS (13 weeks) ... Post Free 2/9 
Six MONTHS (26 weeks) ... „ » 5/5
One Year (52 weeks)......................, « 10/10

Registered cub the G.P.O. as a Newspaper.

Vol. VII. No. 43. Saturday, Jan. 15, 1921.

UNITY AND THE WORKERS’ 
DREADNOUGHT.

DEAR COMRADES—
On January 29th and 30th, a Conference of 

the. Communist Party (B.S.T.I.), the Communist 
Party of Great Britain, Scottish Communist 
Labour Party and others, will be held with the 
object of merging into a united Party.

If I were free to attend this Conference, I 
should advocate the formation of a United Party 
under the following conditions —

1. That the Left Wing elements keep to- 
gether and form a strong, compact Left block 
within the Party. Lenin advised this when I 
discussed the question with him in Moscow, 
and I think the advice is sound. The Left 
block should have its own conveners, and its 
own special sittings, pi ior to P arty confer. Wes, 
to decide its policy. In the Italian Socialist 
Party, the Right, Left, and Centre sections 
hold their special sittings each evening during 
the Party’s conference week, in order to form- 
ulate their policy for the next day’s session. 
The policy is thus classified and hammered 
out. The same procedure should be followed 
here by our Left block. The activities of the 
block will not be confined to Party confer- 
ences. Every district will have its Left block, 
working to mould the policy of the Party, to 
act as the ‘‘ ginger .‘ group and give the lead.

2. The Left elements should insist that the 
a constitution of the Party shall leave them free 

to propagate their policy in the Party and in 
the Third International as a whole.

3. The entire Executive of the Party, and 
all the officials, should be elected at the in- 
augural conference, and thereafter at Party 
Conferences. This is a question of vital im- 
portance. All officials and members of the 
Executive should be subject to recall by a 
special Party Conference, called on the initia- 

- tive of one-third of the branches. "
I believe that a united party ought to be 

formed. I have not changed my view that there 
are elements in the Communist Party of Great 
Britain (B.S.P.), which are not revolutionary, 
not Communist, and which belong in spirit to the 
Second International. In the Communist Party 
(B.S.T.I.), there are also, in my opinion, non- 
Communist elements.

I believe that the interests of Communism can 
be best served at this juncture, by forming a 
united Party and fighting to make it a genuine 
Communist Party, and to expel from office all 
those who are not Communist revolutionaries.

When the Communist Party (B.S.T.I.) 
merges in the new united Communist Party, as I 
believe it will, or if the Communist Party 
B.S.T.I. should split into separate factions, the 
conditions under which I placed the Wo■rl\'ers, 
Dreadnought at the disposal of the Party as its 
organ, will have ceased to operate.

The Workers9. Dreadnought will then become 
an independent organ,, giving an independent 
support to the Communist Party from the Left 
Wing standpoint. The paper will be run by the 
comrades who are now responsible for it, until 
my release from prison.

E. Sylvia Pankhurst.

THE EDITORSHIP OF 
COMMUNIST PARTY PAPERS.

There has been some discussion in the Com- 
munist Party (B.S.T.I.) about the democratic 
control of the Party organ.

When the W.S.F. merged in the Communist 
Party (B.S.T.I.), the editorship of the organ, the 
Workers3 Dreadh'oughty was an honorary office. 
The paper had only known one editor, to whose 
energy it owed its existence and maintenance. 
When libel actions and prosecutions threatened 
in the early days of the paper, the Treasurer in- 
sisted, and the Executive Committee agreed, that 
Sylvia Pankhurst, who was the editor, should be 
also the legal proprietor of the paper, in order that 
no one else should run any financial or other 
risks as a result- of the Dreadnoughts3 activities.

When the Communist Party was formed, this 
fact was disclosed to the new Party. No sugges- 
tion was made that the situation should be 
changed. The W.S.F. representatives present, 
and Sylvia Pankhurst herself, were asked whether 
the Dreadnought might be used as its organ. 
They replied in the affirmative, and suggested 
that the editor should be elected by the new 
Party. Sylvia Pankhurst was elected editor 
unopposed at the Manchester Conference in 
September; Sylvia Pankhurst then suggested 
that a financial committee should be appointed 
to assist in covering the deficit on the paper, but 
the suggestion was not taken up and she remained 
personally responsible for the liabilities. Later, 
when she was arrested in October, Sylvia Pank- 
burst asked for the appointment of a Dread- 
nought Finance Committee, butthough the 
members of the Executive were appointed to 
form a Dreadnought Committee, they took no 
steps towards raising funds or assisting the 
paper in any way.Nevertheless, the Editor 
repeatedly informed the Executive Committee 
of the Party that she was prepared to submit 
herself to its control in matters of policy, and 
though, the Committee only expressed desires 
on insignificant minor questions, these desires 
were complied with in every respect.

The Dreadnought has in fact, been an inde- 
pendent organ, lent to the Communist Party 
(B.S.T.I.). The Party has never made itself 
responsible for any part of the burden of main- 
taining it.

Therefore, in discussing theoretically, the 
conditions under which Communist Party papers 
should be edited, I will not take the Dread­
nought as a typical case in point.

Several propositions regarding editorship are 
at present under discussion in the British Com- 
niunist movement, and these have importance 
just now, since a new united Communist Party 
will shortly be formed.

Firstly, there is the question: Should the 
Editor be elected by the Party or by the Ex- 
ecutive?

To this, I reply emphatically that the Editor 
should be elected by the Party.

The editorial policy is, of paramount import­
ance to the Party; in fact the Party organ will 
largely make or mar the Party itself. It is the 
Party’s chief mouthpiece. The Editor should 
be known and held responsible for the editorial 
conduct and policy of the paper. At the same 
time, the Editor should not be left to bear the 
financial burden, for which the Party should 
hold itself responsible.

The Editor should be elected by the Party, 
and subjected to recall by a special conference of 
the Party, summoned on the requisition of one- 
third of its branches.

The Editor should be responsible to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Party and the Farty 
conferences? should see to it that the paper shall 
give a spirited and effective expression to that 
policy". This means that the general lines of 
policy should be under the constant supervision 
of the Executive and the Party as a whole, and 
that the Editor is bound to keep in line with 
the trend of thought in the Party.

But the Editor must also display initiative and 
assist in the development of i the policy. The 
Editor should indeed be chosen for the capacity 
to serve the Party in this manner.

The Editor shouldbe chosen also for literary 
and editorial competence.

Should an editorial committee or board de- 
cide everything that is to appear in the paper?

No! Such a proposition is absurd! To 
engage a competent, full-time Editor, and then 
to hold up the copy he has prepared and passed 
for the paper till three or four comrades, with- 
out journalistic experience, come jaded from 
work, to wade through the manuscripts with the 
object of discovering whether the Editor 
has made theoretical or journalistic mistakes, 
would be a farce, which would delay the I.ubli- 
cation of the paper and rob it of freshness and 
topicality.

If there is to be an editorial board, let it be 
an advisory committee of the editorial staff 
(providing the paper is large enough to have 
an editorial staff), and let the Editor have the 
final decision and responsibility.

Comrades should view with distrust the pro- 
posal to let little sub-committees of members of 
the Party who live in London, the most re­
actionary centre of the movement, put a brake 
on the policy of officials elected by the national 
movement as a whole. To do this is to distort 
the national policy of the movement and to force 
it to the Right.

I must add, most decidedly, that all the 
officials of the new Communist Party should be 
elected at the Party Conference^-

No, bargain should be tolerated, by which a 
certain proportion of the existing Executives or 
Unity, Committee are drafted without, election 
on to the new Committee^

No bargain should be permitted by which 
existing officials share out the official positions 
in the new Party. All the officials should be 
elected. ■

A. T.

COMMUNIST UNITY.
A further meeting was held at Leeds on Satur- 

day last of the committee appointed to organise the 
convention to establish a united Communist Party. 
Those present included A. Macmanus and A. Inkpin, 
representing the Communist Party of Great Britain ; 
J. V. Leckie and J. Maclean, representing the Com- 
munist Labour Party; and R. Beech and T. Wat- 
kins, representing the Communist Party (B.S.T.I.).

The Unity Convention was definitely fixed to be 
held at Leeds on Saturday and Sunday, January 
29th and 30th. Representation will be of branches 
of participating organisations, as well as of inde- 
pendent Communist groups willing to join the united 
party, on the basis of one delegate for the first 
25 members and one delegate for additional member- 
ship above 25. Voting at the conference will be 
on the basis of one vote for every 25 members T- 
presented. Notices convening the conference will be 
issed this week and all inquiries and applications 
for delegates’ credentials should be a dressed to Al­
bert Inkpin, 16, King Street, Covent Garden, Lou- 
don, W.C. 2. •

“HOPE IN THE HEARTS OF THOUSANDS"
January 2, 1921.

Dear Comrade Sylvia Pankhurst.—I hesitate to 
call you Comrade, for the term holds an assurance 
of equality, yet when you came to live at Bow you 
made yourself at one with the least, in which I, too, 
was included. I want to say, as facing that which 
faces you, " Be of good courage," for your name 
has become a symbol of courage and you have in­
scribed “ Dreadnought ” on the banner of your sacri- 
fice. I would wish you success, but success is yours 
whatever fate has in store for you. It cannot be 
otherwise. Your lines are set in heroism. And 
whether you will or no—consciously or unconsciously— 
the process of your experience holds hope or judg- 
ment into the hearts of thousands. I know prise 
is nothing to you, that you want yourself nothing, 
and that the Cause alone is great ; yet because 
you symbolise the Cause our earnest will is 10 
strengthen yours and buttress your purpose with our 
own. I am old, and my thought, language and labour 
differ from many you know more immediately, yet your 
brave witness has been a joy to me from the be- 
ginning. I know that it is only so that social sal- 
vation may come. I was with you when you testi­
fied for liberty outside the closed ' gates at ‘West- 
minster ; I shall be with you if once again you 
testify from within the prison walls. You have 
overcome again and again. I believe that you are 
strengthened for mighty work. My faith is to this 
issue. Do not trouble to make any reply to this. 
I know in whom and for what I have believed, 
and in such honourings remain, yours faithfully,

J. E. PHILLIS. 
135. Lavender Sweep, Clapham Junction.

Self Education of the Workers.
By LUNACHARSKY. Post free 2d.

January 15,

The struggle between the privileged class and 
organised workmen is changing its form. The 
old line of struggle is being quickly obscured; 
and the familiar forms no longer exist, or, if they 
exist,are nothing but empty shells. As the battle- 
lines of the old struggle on the prairie between 
the Red Indians and the scattered groups of the 
white-men scouts were lost and forgotten in 
modern warfare under the great system of steel 
and concrete trenches—so the scattered group 
formations of labour, craft unions that resembled 
social clubs, as well as the little intimate 
"radical groups” of personal friends that used to

J. STEELE.
Sentenced to four months and serving a sentence of 

three months (reduced).

talk with glistening eyes of imagined future 
societies built to their taste—all these are dis- 
appearing now, or will soon disappear. A new 
tremendous battle front is being flung across the 
earth, a fortified line of steel and concrete, so to 
speak, takes the place of the old scattered 
skirmish line.

Fast the little things are dissolving, whether 
the little things know it or not. Little gro" 
little cliques, little sects, are quickly melting into 
and crystalising in either one or the other of two 
giant forms. . Every little formation may still 
scream of its separateness, but the monster iron 
dividing line—the " front ”—is flungcalmly 
and silently through the multitude and divides 
all things and men whether they will or not, into 
two and only two hard-crystalising divisions. 
Fast all men and things line up for one struggle, 
one war—one world divided into two civilisations, 
with a vast gulf between them. On each side of 
the gulf is one organisation, and can be but 
one. Each side crystalises its own international 
organisation. Each'can have but one. It is an 
international world.

We hear a clamour of mobilisation. It is the 
one great capitalist class, which hurries together 
and talks no more of nationality. The flag in­
scribed ‘‘ La Patrie ” lies bloody and torn in 
the gutter with the bodies of the ten millions 
that were slain for nationality when nationality 
was the best lie. But Capitalism screams now 
that it was all a mistake, that we must not be 
loyal any more to "‘ our country/’ but that 
those of us that are not yet dead must reverse 
ourselves and be "loyal now to a hideous, 
mechanical internatianl League of wealthy classes 
which is the best lie of to-day. Every where’we 
hear the cry of the herders—monarchists, re- 
publicans, liberal-bourgeois, Catholic, atheist- 
bourgeois and Protestant, reformer-pacifist and 
military reactionist—all together the herders 
whip men into line of the new loyalty that will 
make men slaves—loyalty to the one great Cap­
italist International. The League of Nations, 
some call it, and others call it the Association of 
Governments.
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THEY ARE MAKING ONE 
By ROBERT MINOR.

FRONT.

The Capitalist International is what it is. It 
marches into the open, coolly taking its place in 
battle. We see it every where. In America it 
cynically announces its programme ; ‘ All 
Unionism to be destroyed ; workmen, you are 
commanded not to organise; we lied to you dur- 
ing the war, to keep you quiet; now we will 
break you on the wheel: the open shop.

The same throughout the world. The White 
Terror of the Capitalist International. You can 
see it in Finland, where a rifle-shot sends 
staggering the ragged form of a workman caught 
carrying a despatch to Russia, and you hear at 
the same moment the shot of the Baldwin-Felts’ 
detective in the West Virginia mountains as the 
American mountaineer falls to his death for bear­
ing a dispatch from the Union into a non-Union 
territory. The battle-front now between Labour 
and Capital is a huge girdle around the earth. 
And it knows no mercy, no relenting, and fast 
i: drops the last of its camouflage.

Workmen, who in the old days used to sit in 
back-rooms over a glass of beer, to d scuss an 
imagined future and to weigh the question as to 
‘ whether the struggle would take the form of 
violence or whether, on the other hand, the 
change would be voted in with peaceful ballots, ‘ 
are interrupted. ‘ Will it happen by means of 
peaceful------- .” But the voices are drowned 
under the rattle of rifle-fire, heavy and incessant 
and fast increasing, from all quarters of the 
globe. The question is answered.

Everywhere the working-class, too, is stirring, 
jolted and bruised, and rudely wakened from its 
day dreams. The cries of mobilising men come 
also from the depths, from the alleys and kennels 
where workmen live. Men who have been 
dreaming of this time, have dreamed of it being 
in a different way. Some are still dreaming. 
Here and there we see some brother-workman 
still in the midst of his dream, running out with 
a tea-pot full of water to put out the burning 
house; here and there a workman comes with a 
wooden lath to take his place in the concrete 
trench. He had got So used to his dream that 
he thinks it a dream battle. But the old methods 
are no good any more. The dangerous weapons 
of a generation ago are foolish toys to-day. Men 
find that their “ important organisations ” of 
yesterday are dolls’ houses to-day.

Dolls’ houses no more. It is a concrete dug- 
out now flung across the hundreds of miles, the 
thousands of miles; and the faces of intimate 
friends are lost in. a sea of men that we never 
saw before, and that are familiar only in this, 
that they carry the marks of labour. Do not be 
displeased by the strange faces. Do you not 
understand? It is at last the workers’ answer 
to your own cry; " Workers of the world, 
unite!” These are the workers of the world. 
Don’t you know them, now that they have 
come? The millions have answered and are com- 
ing into the trenches.

C. L’ESTRANGE MALONE.
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Labour, too, forms into one vast concrete- 
bound front, that stretches around the world as 
a girdle. It stretches out to meet Capital in 
battle.

An international world. An international 
fight. Two international organisations—only 
two—clashing in a combat that will end in the 
death of one—and after that, only one inter- 
national organisation—the administration of 
things by non-state -workers’ commune.

The mobilisation of each side has its tragedies, 
of old sentiments rooted up. No man can come

H. P. BURGESS. . 
Late Maiajer of the WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT. 
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into a new battle without shedding some part of 
his old equipment. Here they come, watch them, 
the variegated philosophers, this man with an 
“ ism ” and that one with an " ism ” and each 
" ism" having its own beauties of fancy and its 
own vanities of permanency in this world which 
is not even itself permanent. There in the 
corner, right over there, where you see the 
ashes and tin cans, that is the place for your 
dogmas. Don’t shed any tears About them; just 
drop them, and pass on.

One front. One international organisation.
What will the international organisation be?

I think it already is. It is the • Third Inter- 
national.” To many persons this is a bitter thing 
to hear. There is the smell of warfare in it, and 
there is the discipline of iron unity. But the 
soldiers entering the new battle line must sacri- 
fice, every one will have to sacrifice. And with 
some it hard. It is hard to concede anything to 
another man’s philosophy; but we have to do 
it. We hear Hillquit scream as he is forced to 
drop the saw-dust doll of Parliamentarism or be 
dropped himself. He is frightened with-being 
told to associate with strange fellows called 
Anarchists, or else to admit he is not fit for the 
fight. He screams in horror that the Third 
International is taking in " the Anarcho- 
Syndicalist groups and the groups that now and 
then simply call themselves’ Anarchists.” It 
doesn’t matter. One front. The past few years 
have settled many questions. One question is 
Parliamentarism, and it was settled to the ex- 
treme dislike of most Socialist lawyers. Another 
question is the question of a temporary military 
organisation resembling a State, and that was 
settled to the distaste of many Anarchists. But 
history has settled it. It has proven that the 
working-class, whether we like it or not, 
b going to win its fight by means of a temporary 
dictatorship, and we take our choice between 
being out of the fight or in the fight in the form 
which it takes, not in an imaginary form. The 
one front has been drawn by history, and no man 
can draw it otherwise. Whether we like it or 
not, there will be one front. And I think that 
one front is the Third International.
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A PERSONAL TRIBUTE TO SYLVIA PANKHURST.
A close friend of Comrade Pankhurst has communi- 

cated the following personal note that maybe read 
with interest by our comrades abroad and by those 
comrades who have recently joined the movement.

Comrade E. Sylvia Pankhurst: was born in Man- 
Chester. Her father was Richard Marsden Lank- 
hurst, barrister-at-law and author.

Since childhood, she worked in the I.LP which 
she jonied at the age of 16, the earliest age for 
joining the Party. - 5 .Si

Her father died when she was 15. She obtained 
a free studentship to the School of Art (Manchester);. _ : Whitworth Scholarship for the best 
woman student of the year. Also the Proctor Tail, " — “ling Studentship for the best student of 

She went to Venice for nine months to

then the Lady

day Travelling
the year.
study painting.

On her return to England, she decorated Pank­
hurst'Hall, erected by by the I.L.P. in Salford, to 
the memory of her father.

She won the National Scholarship to the Royal 
College of Art, being first on the list for the
dom.

She remained at the Royal College of Art 
(London) for two years, at the same time earning 
money to help her family.

During this period, she became lion. See, to the 
Women’s Social and Political Union for about a year, 
and for a while represented Fulham I • on the 
Metropolitan District Council of the Party.

In 1906 and 1907, she went to prison in the agita-

During

tion for Votes for Women.
Sylvia Pankhurst -then spent the best part of two 

years going to factories in various parts of the 
country, getting permission to paint workers while 
at work, and writing articles on political and eco­
nomic questions.

In 1908, during her sister’s imprisonment she took 
her place as Organising Secretary to the Y9 and 
went to many by-elections.

In 1909, she returned to her artistic avocation, 
and with eight assistants, executed the decorations 
for a Bazaar at the Prince’s Skating Rink, with 
figures 13 feet high.

In 1911, she decorated the Bazaar at the Portman 
Rooms, designed the stall-holders’ costumes, an 
imitation of an Old English market the merry go 
round, etc. She enjoyed her work thoroughly- The 
made several thousand friends for the Cause, at the 
same time earning fess than the people she em 
ployed.a i " —

In the same year she went to America on a three 
months: tour, returning there a second time in 1912, 
for a tour of the same length of time. •

. On her return to England, she wrote her first book : 
“The Suffragette—History of the Militant Move- 
ment."

In 1912, Sylvia Pankhurst went to the East End 
and organised branches of the W.S.P.U. in Bow, 
Poplar and Stepney; big demonstrations md depu­
tations to Lloyd George, and formed the East Lon­
don Federation of the Suffragettes, which soon 
developed a Socialistic tendency.

In the spring of 1913, she was arrested in East 
London, and was forcibly fed for five weeks in 
July, she was arrested again, for advising a Tyre 
Park audience to go to Downing Street to hoot the 
Prime Minister, and received a sentence of three 

• months. During her sentence, she did ten hunger 
and thirst strikes, and when let put for a week under 
the "Cat and Mouse” Act, she used to speak too 
or three times during that period, being sometimes 
carried to a meeting on a stretcher.

When her licence expired, she used to go disguised 
t meetings and leave amongst the crowd, who many 
times fought the police who had come in dozens to 
re-arrest her. Sometimes she managed to get. away, 
at other times she was arrested. The period of 
“ Cat and Mouse ” life, including the ten hunger 
and thirst strikes, laster about a year.

In 1913, she left the country, under disguise, and 
went to Denmark and Norway, where she addressed 
several meetings on the Voles for Women question.

In March, 1914, the Workers’ Dreadnought was 
started.

At Easter of that year, she again left England in 
disguise and spoke in Budapest, Vienna, Dresden, 
and Brussels, being forbidden by the German police 
to speak in Berlin.

In July, she demanded that the Premier. Mr. 
Asquith, should see a deputation of the East End 
women who wanted Adult Suffrage. Asquith refused 
five times, and finally Sylvia Pankhurst was arrested 
(when she was being carried on a stretcher), with a 
deputation to the House of Commons. She un­
announced that she would hunger and thirst strike 

. till the deputation was received. She was released 
after nine days of hunger and thirst strike in 
Holloway and brought home in a cab by a wardress. 
She immediately went to the House of' Commons, 
and being refused admission, she sat down on the 
doorstep, refusing to move. When the police came 
to arrest her, Keir Hardie,- came out of the House 
and announced that Asquith would see the deputation 
two days later. He (Asquith) then made the most 
sympathetic response yet made and showed the first

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST

THE LION AND THE HAIRPINS.
By G. BERNARD SHAW.

I am very sorry your appeal has not 
though, like all the sensible people in 
ment, I am furious with you for getting

succeeded; 
the move- 
into prison

quite unnecessarily. Why didn't you make up your 
mind to keep out of prison, instead of persistently 
breaking into it? The lion will let you put your 
head into his mouth, because the law says he must; 
but if you shake your hairpins - in his throat, he is 
only too glad to have an excuse for snapping. 
However, there is no use scolding you now; so keep 
up your spirits,, and look forward to the day of 
you r deli verance.

sign of climbing down from his position of host lity 
towards Woman Suffrage.

Then the war broke out. It was a period of great dis- 
tress in the East End. With a few enthusiastic friends, 

Miss Pankhurst opened two restaurants where 
2d. meals were given to grown-up people and for a 
penny to children; free tickets were distributed to 
the workless and people in distress. She started a 
workroom for women for the making of garments, 
and a toy factory; a minimum wage of £l a week 
was paid to the female workers, a wage which at 
that time was equivalent to. that of the unsk'lled 
labourer’s in that district. Queen Mary’s Workrooms 
started later under Government auspices, only paid 
10/- a week. An agitation was then set afoot to force 
these Queen Mary’s Workrooms to pay £1 also.

At the same time, she started four infant and 
maternity clinics with free milk in needy cases; also 
a day-nursery to which a Montessori class was later 
added. She worked to secure allowances and pen­
sions for soldiers and sailors' wives and families, 
formed the “ League of Rights," and went with 
many deputations of East End women to Government 
Departments, the Board of Trade, the Admiralty, 
the War Office, the Cabinet Committee on Distress, 
Food Control, etc.

Immediately on the outbreak of the war, she de­
manded the nationalisation of the food supply; a 
measure that would have saved much suffering and 
much profiteering. ‘ Whilst assisting distress, Sylvia 
Pankhurst always worked against the war. In 1915, 
she saw Conscription coming, and refused to register 
under the National Registration Act, steadily work- 
ing against Conscription, agitating during the week- 
end in the provinces, and in the evening of other 
days in London.

In 1916, she was arrested in Poplar, and fined for 
speaking against the war, and the Dreadnought offices j 
were raided many times.

In 1917, she took the responsibility of keeping | 
80 children that no one wanted, and maintained an 
Orphanage for them for two and a half years.

When the first Russian Revolution took place. 
Comrade Pankhurst supported the Bolsheviki before I 
they came to power, and addressed many meetings 
on that question. w*

She then started the People’s Russian Information 
Bureau in July 1918, and in October, was charged at 
Cresswell and fined £50, under D.O.R.A., for caus- 
ing disaffection amongst civilians and the troops.

In September 1919, she attended the Italian 
Socialist Party Congress at Bologna, where that party 
declared its adhesion to the Third International; 
she then crossed the Alps on Foot, without passport 
got into Switzerland, and then, still without passport, 
to Germany, a I

In January 1920, she attended the Amsterdam Con- 
gress, and once more went to Berlin to study the 
revolutionary movement there.

In August and September, 1920, without passport, 
she went to Russia, Petrograd and Moscow, attending 
the Second Congress of the Third International.

She has described her journey and her impressions 
of Soviet Russia in a book which will shortly be 
published, and which was written during the brief 
time she was out on a £2,000 bail, whilst awaiting 
her appeal against the sentence of six months, which 
she is now serving.

Cr. BERNARD SHAW.

KARL LIEBKNECHT SPEAKING IN BERLIN.

A NEW YEAR’S GIFT.
A special Dreadnought Fund was raised and given 
as a New Year’s gift to Comrade Pankhurst, as a| 
mark of appreciation of her work and devotion to the 
cause. She greatly appreciated the thought of those 
who started it, and those who contributed to it. Be- 
fore entering Holloway, she charged Norah Smyth 
to convey to them her gratitude, expressing the hope 
that whilst she is incapacitated from active propa- 
ganda, all who are outside, will keep the flag flying 
by assiduous work, each in his own own sphere, how- 
ever humble. The following is a list of the con-1 
tributions received, and if there are some who have 
not known of this Fund and would like to be associ-l 
ated with it, contributions may still be sent in to. 
the Dreadnought office and a list will be. given to 
Comrade Pankhurst on the first visit she is allowed! 
to receive:— —. -" .

Mrs. Ellis, £1; Mr. and Mrs. Durant, 8/6; 
O’Brien, 10/-; J. E. Phillips, £3; Anon, £1; H.0. 
Russell, 3/-; R. Pott, £1; F. Vickers, 10/-; Tomi 
Mann, 10/-; per W. T. Williams, 10/-; Mrs. Simple- 
ton, £1; J. Clarke, 1 -; R. Nathan, 10/-; S. Gar 
diner, 1/-; A. St. John, 10/-; C. V. L., £25; M 
Holdsworth, £1; M. E. Marsh, 2/-.; E. Palmer, 
£2 2s.; Mr. and Mrs. Hart, 5/-; Mrs. Hubbard Ellis,] 
£3: Mrs. Gilbert, 5/-; per Mrs. Drake, 10/- : — 
Nagiev, £1 ls.; J. Eich, 2/3; R.C. 26; A. J. Page 
10/-: Mrs. Westrope, 2/6; H. Morris, 10/; * * 
Sear, 5/; T. Pye, £1 10s.; E. M. Brett, £1 ; J. Staples, 
2/6; J. Tierney, 5/-; V. Lemmon, 5/-; W.-an“ 
A.H.H., 5/-; W. Carter, £1; Mrs. Moschewitz, 10 
Annie Longton and John Thomas, 5/-; A Friend: 
41; Mrs. Cahill, 6/2; Dr. Bramley Moore, 5* 
W. McIntosh, 10/-. (Total, £54 4s. 3d.).

MEETING OUTSIDE HOLLOWAY PRISON.
An enthusiastic and well-attended meeting was held 

outside Holloway Prison on Sunday last, at 4o C°E 
Comrade Smyth took the Chair, and Comrades Dire 
and Bishop spoke. Communist songs were sung 4e 
cheer, given for Comrade Pankhurst which we

must have penetrated the thick and dismal walls 
of the prison. Meetings will be held every Sunday 
at 40‛clock, and next Sunday we have been promised 
that a band will be in attendance.

Verbatim Report of Sylvia Pankhurst's Appeal.
Conviction and Sentence Upheld.

On Wednesday of last week the appeal of MissSylvia 
Pankhurst against the conviction and sentence passed 
upon her under the Defence of the Realm Act, 
for articles appearing in the Workers’ Dreadnought 
on the 16th October last, was heard at the Guild- 
ball in the City of London. The Court consisted 
of Sir John Bell (chairman), the City Recorder, and 
the following Aldermen :—Sir Vansittart Bowater, 
Sir Charles Hanson, Messrs. Moore, Pryke and Geo. 
Briggs, with Sir William Dunn, Sir John Badde- 
ley and Sir Louis Newton ; the last three being 
unable to find ■ room on the Bench. Mr. Travers 
Humphreys (instructed by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions) appeared on behalf of the Crown. With 
him was Mr. Ronald Pavell. Miss Pankhurst con­
ducted her case in person.

—you see it purports to come from H.M.S. Hunter
—" you will not find it. I anticipated a visit from

The Registrar having read out the particulars of 
the conviction and sentence, Mr. Travers Humphreys. . .. " He said . May it please theaddressed the Court. — -- .. ,
Court, I appear to support the conviction from
which the Appellant, Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, is ap- 
pealing. The Court has heard read the terms of 
conviction which set out, perhaps in rather more 
detail than is usual, the particulars which, in my 
submission, justify the conviction. The conviction 
is under Regulation 42 of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, and that regulation, so far as it is

7 ′ ′— ′′*- --, proceeds as follows : " If 
act calculated or likely to

the police, and you will not find anything of the 
sort kept here." Nqw, if I may just refer to the 
bottom paragraph on the left, that is the bottom of 
the first column, " Stand by your class. Men of 
the Lower Deck : Are you going to realise that the 
fight of the working class is your fight? Are you go- 
ing to see your class go under in the fight with 
the capitalist brutes who made millions out of your 
sacrifices during the war?"—and then, after a re- 
ference to various articles and memorandums by the 
Admiralty, this is how the article sums up the situa- 
tion : The heading is, " To win the Navy for Com- 
munism." It is on the right column of the paper. 
" Now then, Comrades, here is fertile ground for 
propaganda in accordance with Method B. of the 
Party’s Provisional Resolutions, viz. ‘To win the 
allegiance of the Army and Navy to the cause of 
the workers.’ Comrade Lenin especially stresses this 
point ; he says : ‘But a refusal to do such work 
would be equal to treason against the revolution­
ary cause, and is. inconsistent with their belonging 
to the Third International. ’ Seeing that the Army 
and Navy are recruited from the working class, it 
devolves upon the Communists to urge at Branch 
meetings and at Trade Union Branch meetings that 
all workers having relations or friends serving in

matter of opinion; his name is Leon Lopez. But 
what he says at the end of the article is this: having 
said that he does not see why the dockers should 
concern themselves with their sisters living with yel- 
low men—for that has nothing to do with • them—he 
says that what they should concern "themselves with 
is this ; I am now reading the last paragraph of 
the article : " The dockers instead of being unduly 
concerned about the presence of their coloured fel- 
lqw men, who, like themselves are the victims of 
Capitalism and Civilisation, should turn their at- 
tention to the huge stores of wealth along the water 
front. The country's riches are not in the West 
End, in the palatial houses of the suburbs ; they 
are stored in the East End, and the jobless should 
lead the attack on the bastilles, the bonded ware- 
houses along the docks to solve the question of un-
employment.' That is. understand it, and

material to this case.
any person does any
cause" sedition or disaffection among any of His 
Majesty’s forces, or among the civilian population, 
he shall be guilty of an offence against the Regu­
lations. " As the Court is aware, it is provided 
by other regulations, which I need not read in de- 
tail, that any person alleged to be guilty ofan 
offence against the regulations is in this position, 
that iti s left to the competent military or naval 
authority to decide whether the case is one which 
is properly try able at summary jurisdiction, or whe- 
ther it should be tried as an indictable offence, and
in this case the certificate of the competent naval 
authority will be produced to the effect that this 
was a proper case to be tried summarily. It was 
that certificate which gave the learned Alderman 
his jurisdiction to try the Appellant, and that was 
the charge which was made against her. The con­
viction states that the act which she did, which 
is said to be calculated, and likely to cause sedition 
and disaffection amongst His Majesty's Forces, to
wit in His Majesty’s or among the civil
population was publishing and causing to be pub­
lished an issue of a newspaper which contained 
articles which were alleged to be of this descrip- 
tion: that they advoca ted disloyalty and refusal 
to obey orders in His Majesty’s Navy the destruc­
tion of Parliament by force, and the looting of 
the docks of London ; and if the Court comes to 
the conclusion that these articles are reasonably cor- 
rectly described in the conviction, I venture to 
submit that the Court will not have much doubt 
as to whether these articles do not come within 
the, if indeed they do not go far beyond the lan­
guage of Regulation 42 as being likely to cause 
sedition or disaffection amongst either the forces 
of the Crown or the civilian population. Now the 
Appellant here is the editor of a publication which 
is called the Workers’ Dreadnought, and the issue 
of the 16th October, which is the issue in question, 
a copy of which I hold in my hand, shows that 
the Workers’ Dreadnought is " published by the 
Communist Party (British Section of the Third In- 
ternational). Editor, Sylvia Pankhurst. All mat­
ter for publication to be addressed to the Editor. 
. . . Business communications to the Manager, 
Workers’ Dreadnought, 152, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C. 4." It was at the printing office of the paper, 
in Wine Office Court, that the defendant was in 
fact found, and she there admitted that she was 
the editor and was responsible, as, of course she 
would be as editor, for all the articles which ap- 
peared in that copy of the Workers’ Dreadnought. 
The conviction sets out and refers to three arti­
cles which are to be found in that copy of that 
paper. I do not propose to read them in detail. 
I propose to read one or two extracts from them, 
but the Court will, of course, for itself, if it de- 
sires, read the whole of the newspaper ; and par- 
ticularly if there is any part which would seem 
to lead one to any opposite conclusion to that which 
I invite the Court to draw. The passages which I 
read, of course I will read, or the Appellant can 
read them for herself. - So far as I am aware, 
having glanced through the paper, there is nothing 
from beginning to end in it which detracts from 
the nature of the statements which are made in 
the three articles, parts of which I propose to read. 
The first is headed, " Discontent on the Lower Deck." 
My submission is that so far from doing anything 
to allay any discontent on the lower deck, the 
whole object • of this article is to. inflame it. It 
is saidto be by S. 000 (Gunner), H.M.S. Hunter. 
Perhaps I may here inform the Court that re- 
ference was made to that article when the De-
fendant was arrested. The police. going to the
place where she was, began to search, and, as the 
quite rightly anticipated, what they were search- 
ing for was to see whether they could find the 
manuscript of these articles, particularly this one, 
with a view to taking steps against the person 
who was responsible for the article—the writer. The 
Defendant, appreciating that, said at once to the 
officer, “ If you are looking for the Hunter letter ”

the forces, should make it 
to them from now onwards, 
class-conscious, and not let 
blackleg the working class,

their business to write 
urging them to become 
themselves be used to 
or to oppose them in

any way at all. Quite effective, work could be 
done in this manner, especially as it is very diffi- 
flicult for our comrades in the Navy to ‘bore from 
within.’ To the rank and file of the Navy I say : 
You are the sons’ of the working class, therefore 
it is your duty to stand by that class and not the. 
class and the Government which is - responsible for 
the starving of your ex-Service brothers. There­
fore, hail the formation of the Red Navy, which 
protects the interests of the working claess,"and re­
pudiate the dirty, financial interests which you are 
protecting now." My submission to the Court is that 
to ask men in the Navy to hail the formation of a 
Red Navy, as it is called—it means a revolution, 
ary navy—the whole object of it is not to obey the 
orders of the Government, which means, of course, 
the orders of their superiors—is calculated to cause 
disaffection amongst the Navy. That is that arti- 
cle, on the next page, is " Haw to get a . Labour 
Government.” A person calls himself H. Rubin- 
stein, and it is preceded by a note by the Editor.
I will just read the first paragraph of the note by 
the Editor, " The Unimportance of Parliament. Com- 
rade Rubinstein’s article, which we print below, leads 
off with a defence of the Communist use of Parlia- 
mentary action, but his article should really have 
been entitled, ′ The Unimportance of Parliament. ’ 
Its purpose is to demonstrate that the Revolution 
will most probably be brought about by action 
independent of and outside Parliament." That shows 
that the Editor of this paper has read this article 
with some care ; if she had not read it she could 
not have summed it up in that way. This is how 
the article begins : " Strikes and Parliamentary ac- 
tion. There seems to be much misunderstanding—and 
perhaps misrepresentation—in our own ranks, of the 
meaning of Communist Parliamentarism. Let us try 
to make it clear popularly, and then see whether 
and how it is applicable in this country. We shall 
soon have the scientific Thesis on this question, 
from the Moscow Conference. Parliament is an in- 
stitution of the Capitalist State for doping the 
workers, and it can never become anything else. The 
Parliamentary majority—whether the Government be 
Tory, Liberal or Labour—remains a part of the 
oppressive machinery of the bourgeois State. Con­
sequently, it is our mission, as Communists, to des­
troy it—and, perhaps as William Morris said, turn 
its building into a storehouse for manure. How are 
we going to destroy Parliament? Firstly, by des- 
troying the faith which millions of British work- 
ers still have in it." I draw the attention of the 
Court to this paragraph : " Secondly, when we have 
secured power enough, by dispersing it by the force 
of Red Guards in the street, and the force of para­
lysing strikes in industry. To destroy the faith of 
workers in Parliament requires an enormous amount 
of direct propaganda outside it. We must preach 
the futility and humbug of Parliament, unmask, re- 
veal, and denounce parliamentarians. That is ob- 
vious. To disperse Parliament by forceit is neces- 
sary to organise and prepare, also outside Parlia- 
meatfor the armed mass-revolt"—" the armed mass- 
revolt and the general industrial strike. This is 
equally obvious." I think that fairly summarises 
the whole of the article. That is the article, " How 
to get a Labour Government.” The third article 
which is referred to in the conviction is one which 
will be found upon page 5, called, “The Yellow 
Peril and the Dockers.” The article itself, which, 
is by a gentleman called Leon Lopez, I need not 
read, because I do not suggest that the substance 
of the article has anythingto do with the matter 
of this Conviction. - Just to summarise it, Mr. Leon 
Lopez takes the view that there is nothing unde- 
sirable in the connection of white women with yel- 
low men. Thatis substantially the substance of 
the article ; he does not. see why white women; 
whom he has . seen living perfectly happy with 
Chinamen down the East End, why they should not. 
He is certainly entitled to his opinion ; it is a

submit to the Court, a perfectly plain and simple 
invitation to the dockers to loot the docks. One 
must not lose sight of the fact of the suggestion be­
ing made in the days in which we are living. 
While it might be, in times gone by, that one 
might have afforded to perhaps treat with contempt 
that sort of thing—because the dockers of London 
were not in the least likely to do anything of the 
sort at the invitation of some unknown person called 
Leon Lopez—one cannot lose sight of the times 
through which we axe passing. The danger of a 
firebrand must always depend to some extent on the 
amount and the combustibility of the material into 
which it is thrown, and my submission is, that in 
these days, to suggest in an article, that the best 
thing the dockers could do is to loot the docks 
of London is about as serious a thing as anyone . 
could possibly put in a newspaper. Now, sir, the - 
appeal of the Appellant is on two grounds. She 
says "I am not guilty of the offence," and, in the 
alternative, " The sentence passed upon me was too " 
severe, having regard to the nature of the charge"; 
and I shall be glad of a ruling of the Court upon 
this matter. I rather propose, myself, to deal 
only with, the question of a conviction in the first 
place, because, if the Court is of opinion that the 
conviction in this case should be upheld, then there 
is something else I should have to say upon the 
question of whether the sentence against which she 
is also appealing is or is not a right sentence 
under the circumstances. I propose, subject to the 
ruling of the Court, to say nothing about that mat- 
ter at present ; but to ask the Court in the first 
instance to decide whether the conviction is a pro- 
per one, and then, if necessary, to allow me to 
call a witness on the question of whether the sen- 
tence was a proper one. But on that matter I
should be glad of 
I am entirely in

The Appellant : 
an observation oil 
concerns me.

Mr. Humphreys

a ruling of the Court. Of course 
the hands of the Court.
Is it in order for me to make
this question?

Of course.
Appellant were represented by

It is a case which

my Lord, if the 
counsel I ■ should

have had an opportunity of speaking to him, and 
found out whether this was really an appeal-against
conviction, or against sentence, or both.

The Appellant : These questions can hardly 
decided until I have had something to say ; 
have not heard my point of view yet.

The Chairman : Certainly.
The Appellant : I want to know, seeing that 

counsel is asking you to decide something, if I

be 
you

the 
lam

not to have an opportunity to reply to you? 1
The Chairman: Mr. Humphreys is endeavouring 

to ascertain the opinion of my brother magistrates on 
a question of procedure. We think we should deal 
with the whole question now.

Mr. Humphreys : If your Lordship pleases. 
Then the Court should know that quite apart from 
the seriousness of the articles themselves, the Al- 
derman who sentenced the defendant to six months 
imprisonment in the second division, had before him 
the fact that she had had a very serious warning 
administered to her as to the danger of contra­
vening the provisions of Regulation 42. That took 
the form of a conviction on the 28th October, 1918, 
when she was convicted of an offence against the 
same Regulation 42, and was fined £50 and costs.
Therefore it is not a case of a person who did 
not know quite well the seriousness of infringing
this Regulation. This all
the question now.

Counsel then proceeded to
Lionel Kirchnez was called 

examined by Mr. Humphreys.

I want to say upon

call witnesses.
and sworn, and then

You are an Inspector of theSpecial Branch of 
New Scotland Yard?—Yes, sir.

Do* you produce a certificate of the competent 
Naval authority dated the 18th October?—I do, sir.

Directing that proceedings should be taken against 
the Appellant if the case is of such a character 
that it can be adequately dealt with by a Court 
of Summary Jurisdiction?—Yes, sir.

On the 18th October did you visit the offices of 
the Communist Party, 152, Fleet Street?—I did.

And did you there : 
and documents?—I did,

seize 
. sir.

a quantity of papers

Amongst others, was there a copy of the Workers' 
Dreadnought, which is produced here, of the issue 
of the 16th October, 1920?—Yes, sir.
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT January 15, 1921.

Have you been in Court this morning?—No, sir..
You have not?— Only just now.
I will just.get the fact from you that the first

“Discontent on the Lower Dect," 
by S. 000 (Gunner), H.M.S. Hun-

that even should I be guilty the sentence is too 
severe. I want to deal with the second part first, 
because I have a witness I wish to call, and do not 

‘ " will put the
article is headed 
and is said to be 
ter?—Yes, sir. - ,

The Chairman : You put in the whole paper, of

wish to detain unnecessarily, and I 
witness in the box at once.
Doctor Ettie Sayer called.

The Recorder : What is the witness

1 course? ,
Mr. Humphreys : Certainly. The paper will speak 

for itself. (To witness) : Did you then 8° "0 
Wine Office Court?—Yes, sir. I did.

It is stated on the imprint to be the printing
office of the paper?—-Yes, sir.

The 
fence.

' The 
not?

The
The

Appellant : It is with regard
to prove?
to the sen-

Recorder: As to whether it is excessive or

And did you there see the Appellant writing in 
the composing-room?—Yes, sir. -

Did you show her a copy of the Workers’ pread- 
nought?—I showed her the copy of this Dreadnought 
and asked her whether she held herself responsi­
ble for the publication. She said, "Yes. certainly

Appellant: Yes. 
Recorder: That

for the Court to determine.
not admissible. That is

I thinkThe Appellant : May I question her? 
the facts I shall bring forth you will find material.

The Recorder : You see you are appealing, 
must be guided by us. >

You

I do.”
Did she tell you what position she held in re- 

gard to the paper ?—She said she was the Editor:
And did you then take possession of some other 

copies of that paper?—I took possession of a num­
ber of other copies.

And also some printer’s proofs?—Printer‘s proofs.
Were you then making a search for either prin- 

ter’s proofs or manuseripts?—Yes, sir, I was.
Well, continue ; did the Appellant say something 

to you?—She said, " If you are looking for Hun- 
ter’s letter you won’t find it, because 1 anticipated 
a visit from the police, and it is not likely that 
anything of that sort would be left on the pre" 
mises."

Did she tell you what was done with the copies 
of the paper printed at Wine Office Court’he 
said that all the, copies of the paper printed there 
were sent to 152, Fleet Street, for distribution.

Gross-examined by the Appellant :
I put it to you that I did not say the "Hunter" 

letter ; I said the "sailor’s" letter. The reason - 
put that to you is that I think you said it was 
the Hunter letter, because it is the Hunter let- 
ter; I said the "sailor’s" letter. I said, | "I don t 
want to suggest there is any man called Hunter: 
You won’t find the letter."

The Chairman: What is the question?
- The Appellant ; I put it to the witness that I did 
not say the "Hunter" letter ; I said the "sailor’s" 
letter.

The Chairman (to witness): What did she say?—. 
The Witness: I say that she said the "Hunter"

letter.
Inspector Smith, called and sworn, was then ex­

amined by Mr. Humphreys.
Hugo Smith, Detective Inspector, City Police, on 

the 19th October did you go to 10, Wine Office 
Court with a warrant for the arrest of the Appel- 
lant?—Yes, sir.

The Recorder ’ On what date?

The Appellant : May I explain. I wish to say 
that the sentence is particularly hard in my
owing 

The 
The

The

to my state of health.
Recorder : Oh, that is 
witness was sworn, and

Recorder: What is the

case

a different matter, 
questioned by the

lady’s name?—Dr.
Ettie Sayer.

Are you a doctor of medicine?—Yes.
M.D. I suppose?—No, M.B., B.S.

Examined by the Appellant.
You have been treating me for some time, have 

you not. Dr. Sayer?—Five weeks.
And you know that I was under the treatment of 

Dr. Vaughan some time ago for the same complaint? 
— Yes.

What is it I am suffering from?—Endometritis, an 
internal inflammation.

Mr. Ronald Pavell: Whiat is that ?

The Appellant: Perhaps you could explain to the 
Court what it is, as the Solicitor does not seem
to understand it.

Mr. Ronald Pavell .: It does not matter whether
the Solicitor understands it.

The Witness: It is an inflammation of internal 
organs, that I think in your case is secondary to 
inflammation of the intestines—which appears to have 
been chronic for many years—probably set up by 
repeated hunger striking.

The Recorder: Will you repeat that?—Jt is se-
condary to intestinal inflammation.

Caused by hunger striking ?—You can get chro- 
hunger striking, especially re- 
like those of Miss Pankhurst.

nic inflammation after 
peated hunger strikes 
I think she did nine

Then I am right ; 
of the causes of this

or ten.

Mr Humphreys : The 19th October, my Lord ; 
the day after the visit of the last witness. , (To 
witness): What did you say to her?—I +4131 
that I had a warrant for her arrest. I

told her

warrant to her and she said, "Are there 
more to come into this?"

The Recorder : Yes?
The Witness: That is all, sir.

। The Recorder (to Appellant): Do you 
ask this witness any question?

read this 
any more

in your opinion that is one 
complaint?—Yes. You get it 

through the thirst strike, the withholding of all 
fluids. The membranes become inflamed. I have 
been treating Miss Pankhurstfor five weeks. It 
seemed to me that she required several month’s treat- 
ment, during which she could follow her ordinary 
avocation ; but the point is that she tells me, this 
morning, that as a first division prisoner she would 
be able to continue her treatment and, as a set 
cond division prisoner, she would be subject to 
hardships in diet, and in want of water and want 
of exercise. That is why I am here.

make the matter as black against me as possible,! and 
so the prosecuting counsel has only readcertain 
sections ; and has taken the matter from its con- 
texts. I want to deal, first of all, with the “Yel- 
low Peril and theDockers," by . Leon Lopez, and 
I am going to say to you that the concluding sen­
tence of this article does not mean to me what 
is alleged by the prosecution ; and I was not aware 
that it bore that construction to other, people until 
1 heard the Lord Mayor say so in summing up the 
case finally—when I had not the opportunity to re- 
ply. If the article had borne the construction to 
me that it bears to some other people, the prosecu- 
tion, I should not have put it in ; because it is 
contrary to my policy, and to how I think things 
should be done. It is said that it means that the 
docks should be looted as a cure for unemployment. 
Well, now, I am a Communist, and my views are 
not confined to myself—it is a scientific doctrine— 
and therefore I say it is opposed to my views to 
say that unemployment could be cured by looting. 
What the article moans to me is that the workers 
should have control of the means of production, of 
these great productive and distributive concerns— 
that they should have control, and that things should 
not be organised under Capitalism but under .Com- 
munism, in which these things would belong to 
the nation ; and the workers who took part in the 
production of them would be the administrators of 
them. Just as we have in Soviet Russia, where I 
have been. It is not fully Communist yet, they 
have not had long enough for the change; but they 
are on the way to Communism. At the same time 
it is a change of system that I am out for, and I 
am going to prove to you by things I have writ- 
ten in the paper which, after all, express my views 
—and I am the person being tried here to-day— 
that that is my opinion. I do not think breaking 
into a few shops would cure unemployment. The 
article by Lopez was interesting to me because I 
know a good deal about the conditions in the East 
End. 1 have lived there since 1912, and had a 
great deal to do with coping with poverty and 
unemployment, and various evils down there. This 
article is a plea that the workers should not turn 
round and assail their coloured brethren—who are 
there because they are employed by the Capitallist 
class in this country and found by them to be pro- 
fitable—that they should look to deepen causes for 
the cure of unemployment. This is referred to in 
the article : " A few evenings after, a Harmsworth- 
Northcliffe news-sheet blazoned the remedy from its 
posters all over London —Chinatown scandal. White 
girls and yellow men. Poplar Council appeal to 
Home Office. There was some excitement in the
West India Dock Road.
News had turned the trick.

Mr. Cairns and the Evening
For the first time in

many hopeless weeks, the jobless dockers and sea- 
men would forget their hunger to vent their wrath 
on the Chinamen and the other coloured elements
in Poplar.” We know that is precisely what hap- 
pened. I was returning home one evening down 
East India Dock Road, and I found the place 
thronged. I asked " What is the matter?” and I 
was told, “They are stabbing coloured men."’ Some 
were killed that night, and for three nights the 
thing went-on in Poplar. Out-of-work soldiers and 

- other unemployed were stabbing the coloured men.
This is some time ago now, though it was since 
the war ; we have had it in other towns and docks

East London. The fact was that the

, something about that, and my old kinsman has giv- 
en me books to read about the strange game that

I they played there. Use them!Well, yes, they 
are used as a sort of - subsidiary market, and a

I storage place for manure, and they are handy for 
I that, being on the waterside." Here, again, it says: 

"Now, said I, ‘I have come to the point of asking 
questions which I suppose would be dry for you 

. to answer and difficult for you to explain ; but I 
have foreseen for some time past that I must ask 

: them will I nil’ I. What kind of government have 
I you? Has Republicanism finally triumphed? Or have 

you come to a mere -dictatorship, which some peo- 
ple in the nineteenth century used to prophesy as

I the ultimate outcome of democracy? Indeed, this 
last question does not seem so very unreasonable, 
since you have turned your Parliament House into

I a dung market. Or where do you house your pre 
sent Parliament? The old man answered my smile

I with a hearty laugh and said: ′ Well, well, dung 
is not the worst kind of corruption; fertility may 
come of that, whereas mere dearth came from the 

. other kind, of which those walls once held the 
I great supporters. Now, dear, guest, let me tell 
I you that our present parliament would be hard to 

house in one place,because the whole people is 
our parliament. ’ ′ I didn’t understand,’ said I. ‘ No, 
1 suppose not,’ said he. ′ I must now shock you
by telling you that we have no longer anything 
which you, a native of another planet,. would call 
a government.’ ′ I am not so shocked as you might 
think,’ said I. ‘as I know something about govern- 
ments. But tell me how do you manage, and how

I have you come to this state of things?’ Said he : 
I ′ It is true that we have tomake some arrange- 

ments about our, affairs, concerning which you can 
ask presently; and it is also true that everybody

I does not always, agree with the details of these 
I arrangements ; but, further, it is true that a kan 

no more needs an elaborate system of government,
I with its army, navy, and police, to force him to 

give way to the will of the majority of his equals
I than he wants a similar machinery to make him un- 
■ derstand that his head and a stone wall cannot 
I occupy the same space at the same moment. Do 
I you want further explanation?’ ‘ Well, yes, I do,’ 
I noth I. Old Hammond settled himself in his chair 
| with a look of enjoyment which rather alarmed 
| me, and made me dread a scientific disquisition : 
I so 1 sighed and abided and he said : ′ I suppose you 

ktcw pretty well what the process of government
I was in the bad old times?’ ” That means our. 
■ times—" ′ was not the Parliament on the one side 
■ a kind of watch committee sitting to see that the 
, interests of the upper classes took no hurt ; and 
I on the other side a sort of blind to delude the 
I people into supposing that they had some share 
■ in the management of their own allairs?’—History 
I seems to show us this.’—To what extent did tho 
I people manage their own affairs?’—′ I judge from I what I have heard that sometimes they forced Par- 
| liment to make a law to legalise some alteration I which had already taken place.’—‘Anything else?’

—I think not. As I am informed, if the people 
I made any attempt to deal with the cause of {heir 
■ grievances, the law stepped in and said, this is 
■ sedition, revolt or what not, and slew or tortured 
■ the ringleaders of such attempts.’— If Parliament 5 was not the government then, nor the people either, I what was the government?’— Can you tell me?’— 
■ I think we shall not be far wrong if we say the 
■ government was the Law Courts, backed up by. 
■ (he executive, which handled the brute, force that 
I the deluded people allowed them to use for their I own purposes; I mean the army, navy, and police.’” 
I The Chairman : Do I understand these statements 
■ are from your father that you are reading?
s The Appellant : I am reading a book. News fro-in I Xoirhere, a standard work quoted in this article. I It is not a seditious book ; neither is this paper. 
■ “ Li is a commonplace that even rich men looked g upon a law suit as a dire misfortune, even if they 6 gained the case; and, as for a poor one—why, it 
■ was considered a miracle of justice and beneficence I if a poor man who had once got into the clutches I ol the law escaped prison or utter rin.’." 
■ The Chairman : Miss Pankhurst, the Court have 
■ ruled that is wholly irrelevant.. Therefore we can- 
■ not allow you to go on reading the whole of that 
• book. 5

and these ideas are current in common use and 
practice. We have the same right to express those 
views, we think as any one else—those- who have

1 written in this paper. Here is ’ another work, the 
" Manifesto of the Communist Party ‘—not the 
Communist Party of to-day, but published long, 
ago; in 1872. We have here a much more violent 
statement, than anything I have in my paper, and 
the Government is not proceeding against this docu- 
ment, published in 1872 by Karl Marx and Fried- 
rich Engels. " The history of all hitherto exist- 
ing society is the history of class struggles. Free- 
man and slave, patrician and plebian, baron and 
serf, guild-master and journeyman "—and so on. He 
says it is a history of class struggle and • he says: 
"The bourgeoisie, sincethe establishment of modern 
industry and the world-market, has at last conquered 
exclusive political power in the modern representa- 
tive State." He says further : " The weapons with 
which the bourgeoisie conquered feudalism are now 
turned against the bourgeoisie itself. But the bour- 
geoisie has not only forged the weapons that bring 
death to itsell ; it has also produced the men who 
will wield these weapons—the modern workers, the 
proletarians . . , they are not only the slaves 
of the bourgeois class, the bourgeois State, they 
are daily and hourly enslaved by the individual 
bourgeois manufacturer himself. . . . ‘

The Chairman 5 What is the object of reading 
all this ?

The .Appellant : To prove that since these are 
standard works, circulated freely in the country, 
for me or others in my paper to express the same 
views is not illegal, s. - ;

The,Chairman : It does not follow, all we are 
concerned with is the actual publications you have 
issued ; the question is whether they infringe this 
Regulation. .

The Appellant : Now we are coming back to this 
question of Leon - Lopez, and whether it means that 
they are to loot the docks or control the docks. 
There is a little article by myself which has a 
bearingon the question, which I am going to read 
to you, because 1 want to prove to you that I want 
something much deeper and quite different from 
that, which is called " The Capitalist Checkmate 
Proves Revolution Necessary and Reform Impossi- 
ble." It says, " The refusal of capitalists to lend 
money to Queensland’s Labour Government and the 
barriers which they have raised against the opening 
of trade with Soviet Russia, reveal in a striking 
manner the fact that gradual and peaceful tran- 
sution from Capitalism to Communism is im possi- 
ble, because the Capitalists will fight against the 
change with all their power and with every weapon 
at their disposal—"

The Chairman: What we want to know is what 
you are reading from now. ,

The Appellant: I am reading from the issue of 
the " Workers’ Dreadnought,” page 4. -

The Chairman : The same as we have now?
The Appellant: The same one, a leading article 

by myself.
The Chairman : What page ?
The Appellant : Page 1, might in the middle of 

the paper : " The experience, of the Queensland 
Government will be the experience of the coming 
Labour Government in this country, should it make 
any inroads on capitalist interests. If it fails to 
attack the privileges of Capitalism, the coming La- 
bour Government will be overthrown by the work- 
ers on whom it will depend for support. Should 
it Attempt reforms which interfere with capitalist 
privileges it will have to engage in a life and 
deathstruggle with Capitalism, in which either the 
workers’ revolution will destroy the capitalist sys- 
tem, as in Russia; or victorious Capitalism will 
overwhelm the entire working-class movement : even 

its most moderate sections, in a blood bath of White 
Terror, as happened in Hungary and Poland. When 
the Queensland Labour Government . . . ‘

The Chairman : What is the purpose of this ?
The Appellant : I want to point out that you 

did not interrupt the solicitor for the prosecution 
when he was reading extracts from the paper. I 
wish to read extracts from it.

The Chairman ; I was trying to point out to 
you that you are not prosecuted for this particu­
lar article.

The Appellant : I believe I am entitled to prove 
the meaning of certain paragraphs by adding to 
them the context.

The Chairman : Certainly you are, but you are 
not prosecuted for this paragraph at all.

The Appellant : No, but I am proving the meaning 
of that paragraph by reading the context.

The Chairman : This is another article ; it can- 
not be the context of the paragraph.

The Appellant : The context is the entire paper. 
I am responsible for the entire paper. I wish to 
prove what I took this article to mean. The 
whole paper is an article to me. I am responsible 
for the whole. " When the Queensland Labour Gov- 
eminent desired to pass - an Act which, as Capital- 
ism complains, violated the contracts under which 
the Crown pastoral leases were held, it found the 
capitalists in the Upper House of the legislature 
lined up against it: It created additional mem- 
bers of the Upper House, only to find that the 
capitalists were holding a metaphorical pistol at the 
government’s head, by declaring that unless the 
provisions of the new Act were set at nought, Capi 
talism would prevent the Government from raising 
money. Mr. Theodore, the Prime Minister, himself

came to A London, attempting to raise £2,000,000, 
which, where governments are concerned, is a very 
little loan, but he found the door of every finan- 
cial house closed against him. He now declares 
that the money will be raised in Queensland, and 
indicates that, if necessary, the dividends which 
London capitalists draw from firms operating in 
Queensland will be tapped. The " Times,” in its 
financial columns, replies in threatening style: it 
declares that this is a policy of ‘ vengeance ‘ and 
says: ‘ We can assure the people of Queensland 
that such a policy will completely fail in its pur- 
pose.’ The naked truth is that this is a clash 
between the capitalists of the City of London and 
the people of Queensland, and that this is only 
the beginning of the struggle. To-day, the capi- 
talists only hold a metaphorical pistol, a very sub­
stantial weapon, nevertheless, in the shape of a 
financial boycott. To-morrow, if the capitalists con- 
sider it necessary to do so, they will use even more 
formidable and powerful weapons. Those who doubt 
should remember Carson’s Ulster Volunteers the 
reprisals ′ that Lloyd George is so proud ofin 

Ireland the attack on the Sociallist Movement in 
" inland. .In the negotiations for tradewith Soviet 
Russia——”

The Chairman : Miss Pankhurst, the Bench • are 
of opinion that you are wasting . the time of the 
Court ; it has no bearing on the case.

The Appellant : I respectfully submit that it has 
every bearing. I wish to put to you that I am not 
the person, and my paper is not h Imper advocating 
indiscriminate looting. We advocate an entire change 
of system. I want to put it to you, as gem lemon 
referred to in this article, city financiers and so 
on, that if you are so persistent in interrupting 
me when I am trying to explain my views, and to 
defend myself in this case, • people will say that 
you were interested parties and that you did not 
wish to have the fact of how you had set the Govern- 
ment at nought by your financial power, to be 
brought out in Court.

The Chairman : We are sitting here as magis­
trates.

The- Appellant : You don’t allow me to develop 
my case. It is most unfair to a person with no 
legal training.

The Chairman : We are not sitting here as city 
financiers.

The Appellant •’ We know you are the Bench of 
Aldermen, and they are city financiers. " The Bri- 
tish Government----- ′

The Chairman : We have already said that we 
cannot hear any more of this article.

The Appellant : Well, then, we shall have another 
article. ' -

The Chairman : I think you will do better to 
take the whole of it as read.

The Appellant: The next thing is for me to 
develop the fact that I am working on scientific 
Communist principles, and not on indiscriminate loot­
ing ; which could not displace the system but only 
put some men into gaol. It could not displace 
the capitalist system in the least .. respect. - Here 
is another article, not written by myseli; but it 
will do very well.

The Chairman : The Bench want to know what 
this is to prove.

The Appellant : It is to prove that there is no 
advocacy of indiscriminate looting in this paper 
but the advocacy of a change of system from) Capi" 
talism to Communism, a propajande which is not 
illegal in this country, and has been carried on 
by many other people before I was born.

The Chairman : The only question we have to 
determine is whether you have infringed the Recn- 
lal ion.

The Appellant : I am proving to you what the 
Regulations means to me. You are surely not go- 
ing to convict me of what it means to you if it 
does not mean that to me.

The Chairman : We have already heard you at a 
lengthwe shouldnot have thought of allowing if you 
had been represented by Counsel.

The Appellant: Am I not right to give, evidence?
The Recorder: In this class of cases, people ap- 

pear personally because they think they will be 
allowed a greater latitude than if represented by 
Counsel. AW.

The Appellant: That is not my "experience ; I 
always find Counsel get much more latitude.

The Recorder : That is not my experience, I am 
sorry to say, and I have fifty years experience 
nearly.

The Appellant: I again come back to the point 
that these views are current, and, if you wish to 
stop them, you cannot confine yourself to me and 
the “ Workers’ Dreadnought ” ; you will have to 
prosecute other people, because the ideas are cur- 
rent. Now we have a pamphlet here with articles 
from a book. “ Capital," by Karl Marx. In that 
you have, "Violence is the midwife of every old 
society about to give birth to a new. -Violence 
is an economic factor . . . material violence can 
only be abolished by material violence; theoreti- 
cal teaching itself becomes material violence as soon 
as it permeates the majority.’ And even if than 
is not yet sufficiently explicit, what shall we say 
of that quotation from Marx in the " Neue Rhein- 
ische Zeitung,’ " There is only one means of les- 
sening, of simplifying, of concentrating the fatally 
criminal sufferings of this old society, and is heart- 
rending pangs in bringing to birth the new and

69 ‘‘-*- =2er; Ne- — —
Trade Union was objecting to the employment of 
these coloured men. They were left here in this 
country, and the men out of work, seeing, they 
thought, they were going to get their jobs, took 
to stabbing them. A verysad affair it all . was. 
Leon Lopez, being himself a coloured man—who - is 
not a British subject, perhaps—felt this keenly, and 
he put his letter in this paper; and I, as editor, 
felt he had a right to put it there, and point out 
to the workers that unemployment is caused by 
deeper things than this. As a. Socialist and Com- 
munist I believe there are deeper causes. I be 
lieve that Communism is coming all over the world. 
It is beginning in Russia ; it is spreading west- 
ward ; we shall, have it here. I believe that is 
the solution of these evils. When this man made 
this plea in this paper, I felt that it was not 
only my right but my duty to put. it in ; and 
when he said they must lookto the docks and 
bonded warehouses, he meant they must look to 
the administration of the country—which I contend 
is built up by labour working on raw materials and 
soon. Thatis the purpose of the article. I want 
to say that other things in the paper are not 
things which I have invented. They are current 
ideas, which were current before I was born. My 
father brought me up from my early childhood as 
a Communist and Socialist. These ideas are cur- 
rent, legal, and circulated in this country.I am 
giving utterance to these ideas. - We have standard 
works here that refer to them. We have N^jrom 
Nowhere, a book anyone can buy and read, given 
to me by my father- when I was a little girl. Tt 15 
referred to here. Here we have this question o 
Parliament being used as a storehouse, and he says 
here, on page 34—this is at the time, you know, 
when a man woke up and found Communism was 
in this country—it tells exactly what happened, a".

•this is what is referred to in the article. It says: 
“We went on a little further, and I looked., 
the right again, and said, in rather a dounti" 
tone of voice, ‘ Why. there are the Houses of 
lament! Do you still use them?’ He burst outlaugh] 
ing and it was some time before he could contro 
himself; then he clapped me on the back aw 
said : ‘ I take you, neighbour ; you may won 
der at our keeping them standing, and I, .www

that
look afterwant to for this

danger?—

in an operation, which

ifof the diet. your

(Wit-

a question.I want to I was fined, 
public meeting.

I be- 
Was

kind of thing.
You think not?—I think not.

you a 
there

lieve, as the result of a 
that so?—I could not say.

of this kind-----  
nothing about the diet

would be serious.
Do you think that a diet 
The Recorder: We know

costs.
Mr. Humphreys: Will you hand that in. 

ness handed the document into Court).
■ Cross-examined by the Appellant :

The Appellant : Is there any special _ 
If you stopped your treatment in the middle you 
might very likely be landed

Mr. Humphreys : Dr. Sayer, may I ask 
question. Are you aware of the fact 
are very skilled doctors in prison who 
their patient?—There are not specialists

Mr. Humphreys: That is the date of the offence; 
the date of the conviction is 28th October? — 28th 
October, 1918, ait Eckington Petty Sessions in Derby, 
the Appellant was fined £50 and £8 5s. special

The Appellant: No, thank you.
Sergeant Albert Foster, called and sworn, was 

then put under examination by Mr. Humphreys.
Albert Foster, are you a Sergeant of the Special 

Branch of Scotland Yard?—Yes, sir.
Do you produce the certificate of a conviction, 

dated the 28th October, 1918, of the Appellant at 
Eckington, in the County of Derby, for an offence 
against Regulation 42, when she was fined €50 and 
costs ?—Yes, sir.

The Recorder : What is the date?—28th September,

yet. We have no evidence — —- 
condition is such as to require special diet, it is 
dealt with by the prison doctor in the usual way.

The Appellant : I must beg to state, after long 
experience of Holloway, that is incorrect. (To wit- 
ness): Doctor, you are of opinion that it would 
be very unsatisfactory to stop this cure on which you

The Appellant : I have nearly come to the end
defence is that these things

You did not know it was a meeting, of the local 
Labour Party?—I could not say.

You did not know that the Treasurer and Secrow 
tary of the local Miners’ Federation were there 
giving evidence against the charge?—I could not say; 
I heard you were found guilty.

You did not know • that the Miners’ Federation 
subscribed the money for my fine?—I think it ex- 
tremely probable, but I do not know.

The Appellant : That is so.
Mr, Humphreys : That willbe the case.

The Appellant: I am appealing against the sen­
tence, both because I say that the articles have 
been misconstrued, and it was not until the end 
and summing up that I realised the construction put 
on certain words which had been taken from their 
context; and I am also appeal ling on the ground

are a specialist?—Yes.
And that it might lead to an operation?—Yes.
Is it at all infectious?—Not exactly, no. No, it 

is not infectious—mot infectious to other people.
Is it likely to be caused by a chill, or any­

thing of that kind?—Chill and fermentation.
Do you think that, owing to the fact that I 

am suffering from this complaint, the prison treat­
ment would be more injurious to me than to other 
people, and cause greater hardship?—Yes.

Therefore you think the six months’ sentence—— 
Not the length, but the conditions under which 

you are.
Thank you very much, indeed ; I am sorry to 

have brought you from your work. (To the Court) 
I now think it is necessary to revert to the paper 
itself; which is, of course, the charge against sue. 
I want to point out that the articles in question 
are not written by me. They are written by other 
people. It is rather interesting to notice that though 
I am the Editor of the paper, and there are some 
articles signed by me in the paper, none of these 
have been brought up. It is only the things writ- 
ten by other people; and what I have written my- 
self lias not been brought into question. Now, of 
course, it was the business of the prosecution to

I do not infringe the current practice of free speech 
I in this country, and I am quoting from a stuudard 
I work to prove I am right. With regard to the 
I question, " How are we going to destroy Parlia- 
I ment?: Firstly, by destroying the faith which mil- 
I lions of British workers still have in it. Secondly 

when we have secured power enough, by dispersing it by
I the force of Red Guards in the street and the 
I force of paralysing strikes in industry." Now I 
lave, here "A Short History of the English Peo- 
I Ile," by John Richard Green—another standard work, 
I given to me when a child at school. In this book

in this country

applauds Cromwell first of all for having or- 
Enised Pride’s Purge—an which 150 Members of 
Aarliament were arrested quite illegally by the Army, 
and, secondly, for dissolving Parliament. Because 
carliament was doing wrong it was thought right 
for the Army to revolt. We think Parliament is 
not doing right to-day, and we say that in making 

these statements we are analysing scientific causrs 
iand scientific results ; and we are predicting what 
I" going to happen unless there is a change in 
"is country. We are allowed to express our opin- 

I Jons—ecause such opinions are expressed in stand- 
I and works which are given to children at school—



January 15, 1921. THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHTthat is Revolutionary Terrorism.’”. That is Karl 
Marx, and then we have Friedrich Engels —- 

Mr. Humphreys : Might I say a word.
The Appellant : I did not interrupt you. " The 

only possible solution is a violent revolution, whi ch 
cannot be much longeron the way. Itis too late 
now to hope for a peaceful solution. ‘ The classes 
are more antagonistic than ever, the spirit of re- 
volt is penetrating the heart of the workers-----".

Mr. Humphreys : I formally object—
The Appellant : I did not interrupt you, and I 

ask you to be sufficiently courteous not to inter- 
rupt me. ' ’ .

The Chairman : Miss Pankhurst, the Counsel is 
addressing the Court ; you must sit down until ho 
has finished. — V’

The Appellant ; Would it not be_more polite if 
he waited until I finished?

Mr. Humphreys: I formally object that an ar- 
tirle by Karl Marx arid some paper or document, 
cannot be admissible in this case. I ask the Court 
to rule. . .. . sell I

The Chairman : It clearly cannot be relevant.
" The Appellant : Therefore Karl Marx may be as 
seditious as he pleases------

The Chairman : You cannot read it.
The Appellant : I - am now reading from Fried- 

rich Engels.
TheChairman : You must not read it; it is not 

evidence. '
: The Appellant: “The spirit of revolt is pene- 
trating the heart of the workers, their bitterness 
is increasing, skirmishes are enlarging themselves in- 
to important combats, and soon but a little push 
will be needed to put everything in motion.” This 
pamphlet, which is an old pamphlet, was, of course, 
taken from standard works, which you can get in 
the public libraries of the L.C.O. and various pro- 
vincial towns. I come back to the " Workers’Dread- 
nought,” and quote from the article on the front 
page to which objection has been taken. Only 
the final clauses were quoted from. I want to put 
it to you that this article is dealing in a .scientific 
way with the causes of discontent, and giving facts 
to which I think no objection can be taken. "Some 
months later, the price of seamen’s clothing was 
substantially increased, some articles to 300 per. 
cent. . . . This unrest has now been accentu- 
ated by the sensational announcement that after Sep- 
tember 1920, all supplementary allowances are to 
cease altogether. All this comes at a time when 
the cost of living is still rising, when vents are 
being increased, when the fathers of naval men 
are under notice of discharge from their jobs, or are 
already unemployed. The prospect of a dreadful win- 
ter is before us. Is it possible that men in the rank 
and file in the Service, men who come from work- 
ing-class homes, will volunteer for strike-breaking 
duties that they will oppose the workers in their 
righteous struggle against this tyrannical system ?” 
You see here it is again ; it is the system that is 
attacked. " According to Article 6, of the Memor- 
andum issued by the Admiralty, single men under 
the age of 25 years, who marry, will not receive 
the Marriage Allowance. Why this distinction ? Be- 
cause the Capitalist Government is determined to 
economise at the expense of your wives, mothers, 
and dependants, and will continue to do so as long 
as you allow them to rob you like this." I shall 
not read any further extracts ; I shall address the 
Court on the general charge. The point is with 
regard to these articles is the information con- 
tamed in them true? This article " Discontent on 
the Lower Deck" is, as I believe—And I put it in 
in good faith as Editor—giving facts, and facte 
proved to me to be true by the fact that Admiralty 
documents were sent along with it ; which proved 
to me that the sailor who had written the article 
had given the facts of the case and sent docu- 
ments along. He was greatly incensed that the cut- 
ting down of the supplementary allowances, marriage 
allowances and so on, had come about at the time 
when the fathers of the men were unemployed ; 
and it was extra hard to have the extra burdens 
oust upon the men, so that they were unable to 
help their out-of-work fathers. And they were 
greatly incensed by the fact that the Government 
of this country—as we saw in the railway strike 
and on other occasions—had made use of the armed 
forces of the Crown and Police to take the part 
of the employers in the various struggles. He, as 
a member of the working class posted me, wrote 
me, and I, having great sympathy—because my poli- 
tical views were the same as his— felt it my duty to 
give ventillation to those views. I put it to you 
that the aimed forces of the Crown are things for 
which we all pay, and that we are entitled to say 
that we think it unfair for those forces to be used 
to fight the employers’ battle in trade disputes, and 
we are quite entitled to say that, on the other 
hand we should prefer to have those forces, which 
are mostly manned by the working class, used in 
the working class interests and not in the employ­
ers’ interests. We are entitled to express our views 
on that. The Government, being under the con- 
trol of the employers, and being the instrument of 
the capitalist class in power, has used these forces, 
which are manned by the working class, and paid 
for by all of us—it has used them in the interests 
of the employers, and we feel we should rather 
have them used on the other side. We are not 
doing very much in criticising you, and saying we 
should like to see them used on the other side. 
I am afraid that if you send me to prison for six 
months, as soon as T get out I shall return to 
advocating the abolition of the capitalist system and 

its class rule, and the overthrow of all classes except 
the working class, to which we ought all to ber 
long. I shall-return to this doctrine; I have 
preached it until now and shall preach it until 
I am dead. To those who suggested that the riosu 
which took place in Whitehall, with the breaking 
of windows, and so on, were caused by articles in 
this paper, I saythat my paper had not a large 
enough circulation to cause that. I wish it had 
such a large circulation. I say that the riots were 
caused by unemployment and the neglect of the 
Government. The riots were the effect of the capii 
talist class in power-only the minority of the peo- 
ple are in power. I think that even in the caso 
of libel you cannot convict a person unless a state- 
ment has had an effect and has been read ; and I 
say about that, that whilst I am prevented from 
doing any propaganda from the fact of being on 
bail, the unrest has increased. You have had seri­
ous trouble and riot not due to articles I wrote, 
but due to the fact that society is developing in 
that way. The have-nots, who are in the majority, - 
are not satisfied that the haves—the Capitalist Class 
—should possess the wealth of the country. The 
war was, we were told, a war for freedom ; and. it 
is as the result of that war that we have this strug- 
gle of unemployment; and we shall have more un- 
rest and more trouble until finally the capitalist 
system is overthrown in this country—as it has been 
in other countries. I submit that these are my 
views, the views of a large and growing number of 
people in this country. They • are gaining in cur- 
rency and will eventually triumph. You may send 
me to gaol. But you cannot stamp out the views ; 
they are current. They are in current works I 
could have brought Marx’s " Capital ” with me— 
you can get them in all the libraries. Everybody is 
learning. They have working-class education classes 
up and down the country, where they study scien- 
tifically those views of the overthrow of capital- 
ism, the overthrow of government., the abolition of 
Parliament and the substitution. of Soviets—as they 
have in Russia—which I have seen in working, and 
feel that great improvements have been made. You 
cannot stamp out views of this kind by sending me 
to prison. I submit I am perfectly entitled to 
express these views and give currency to them, and 
I think it most unfair that the prosecution could 
notfind anything I had written, but took it from 
the writings of other people. I prefer to suffer to 
letting others suffer—as you have seen in destroying 
the letter. Why? Because I know that a man in the 
Government service is under special lack of free- 
dom and iron discipline, which the rest of us are 
not suffering from so much. Therefore I preferred 
to bear the penalty. And that is why I do not 
disclose the names of other writers. I do not 
approve indiscriminate looting ; I do not think it 
does any good. I do not think the article the 
writer of the article meant that. Probably, if I 
had seen it I might have touched it up a little, 
and made the meaning come in clearly ; but, in 
point of fact, the article came in very late, and 
I had not the time to go into it. Had I had the 
article earlier I should have touched it up a lit- 
tle, and made the meaning come out more clearly. 
But, as I say, what I am out for is the complete 
overthrowof the system, and it is not illegal to 
be out for that. You know you people here are 
not interested in the Communist movement; you 
do not know anything about it—anything about the 
propaganda that is going on. You do not know 
that every night in the week there are meeting 
being held lip and down the country. You have 
an exceedingly big job on if you are going to 
stop it. Instead of preventing the revolution you 
will bring it about sooner. I want to say that in 
spite of going to prison—I have had one week, and 
1 shall ask if you sentence me again that that week 
shall count as part of the sentence—I am going to 
say if you send me to prison, that the fact of 
being prosecuted by Government has given a cur- 
rency to these views which my paper was unable 
to get. I was very pleased with the reports that 
the capitalist papers gave me, and I shall have 
them, I trust, again. It is worth while, in spite 
of the fact of its being very injurious to my health 
—I have not recovered from my imprisonment be- 
fore the war. You city men were brave to go into 
the war and use violence and force in any of their 
forms ; but I have gone into another war, and my 
life will be shortened. I have serious complaints 
which I shall never recover- from. You financial 
people have good brains and use them in looking 
after your own interests; but I have better brains 
than some of you. When I was not so active in 
the movement I was able to save £00 out of my 
exertions. My father died young without leaving 
any money, although he was L.L.D. ; because he 
cared for the work ing-people—al though he did not 
spring from them. He left us penniless, and I have 
had to work for my living since I was fifteen. 
Nevertheless, I left it all for the sake of the 
movement I care for, and I have lived in the 
East End and been clothed in clothes given to me 
by my friends. Then you say I shall have hospital 
treatment in prison. I have had hospital treat- 
ment and even the matron of the hospital said, 
" Noone should be put in this cold, damp place." 
That was when the coal strike was on, and I had 
to sleep in my clothes in order to get any sleep, 
at all. All the treatment I got was milk night 
and morning, which was sometimes forgotten ; all 
the diet I got was haricot beans, which give me 
acute pain. This may be a death sentence, I am 
in a delicate state ; and I have to be very careful 
what 1 eat. It may be a death sentence, but it will 
give currency to my views, and I am going .to 

take the risk.. My convictions have been bilken 
into me hard and deep by experience in the work- 
ing class. When the war brokeout you took the 
men, and for months in some cases the Govern- 
ment was not able to provide for the women, Be- . 
cause I had been a suffragette andhad fought 
for the cause of woman, the women came to me 
and asked me to help them. I had dying babies 
brought to me. I had to start clinics and find 
accommodation for people whose fathers were fight- 
ing for the capitalists’ Government of the country.
1 used to sit up all night writing, begging for 
money for these people. Then the unemployment. 
We had good families of people coming to my 
house without a penny, and with Six or seven chil- 
dren, and I opened twopenny restaurants where you 
could get twopenny meals. Those expenses used 
to pass through my hands; I used to spend 150 
a week on that. But I know it is all palliatives, 
it will not do any good really ; I want to change 
the system ; I am going to fight it if it kills me. 
It is wrong that people like you should be com- 
fortable and well while around you people are starv- 
ing. I say that you are prosecuting one who acts 
with more science and intelligence than others ; 
many people will act more violently than I, because 
they have been brought up without so much educa- 
tion. Perhaps I might be squeamish if it came to 
killing people,- and if you ruin the health ofsome 
of us, you may cause the movement to fall into 
rougher and ruder hands. So be it.Capitalism in 
its cruelties will have brought it upon i self. It is obvious 
to any student of social science that we are pass- 
ing from one form of society to another; we have 
done so ever since mankind was on the earth. We 
have passed from feudalism to capitalism; from 
that we shall pass to Socialism, if not Communism ; 
and then to something more perfect still. We shall 
pays into a society where there will be no rich or 
poor, no unemployment.. where money itself will 
disappear ; where we shall be all brothers and sis- 
ters ; where everyone will have enough. In Soviet 
Russia I have seen wonderful things, in a country 
that was barbarous in the days of the Czar. You 

• cannot hold back these ideas ; they are the ideas of 
the coming civilisation, they are the ideas which 
are going to triumph. We want to hasten it, be- 
cause we want to see the end of life as it is to-day. 
I was brought up as a Socialist, but did not feel 
it strongly and keenly as Ido now, since I have 
lived in the East End among the exploited people. 
It it the greatest thing in life for me. You will never 
crush it out of me, orkill it, and I am 
only one out of thousands or millions. They had 
the revolution in Russia ; they had a half revolu- 
tion in Germany ; in Hungary it was overthrown 
by the forces of this country—the might of British 
capitalism which Caused an amount of bloodshed, 
more terrible than in any other country. In Fin- 
land where the Socialists were trying to getinto 

- Parrliament, we had the capitalists massing against 
them. I tell you it is coming all over the world, 
and you know it. The Government is afraid of it 
coming. They think they can stop it coming by 
sending people like me to prrison, but we are 
merely voices. We explain what the changes mean. 
Not by indiscriminate looting, but by changing the 
system; making it possible to put into practice 
what we say in church that we should loveour 
neighbour as ourself. If you loved your neigh- 
bour as yourself you would be in the workhouse 
to-day. In the East End I have given plenty of 
things away, but if I loved my neighbour as myself 
I should be naked, because plenty are worse off 
than I. If you work against the propaganda you 
are standing with reaction against life, standing with 
the dead past against the coming civilisation ; which 
is going to change all this. We have come from 
the stage of the cavemen, and we are going on lto 
a time when things such as we have now will not 
be necessary. I have been in prison; most of the 
people there are there through poverty or drink— 
their wretched surroundings have made them take 
to drink. I know that in the East End good people 
go into the public-house for a little warmth ; peo- 
ple who have a little gas stove but no coal fire in 
winter cannot stop at home. They go to the public- 
house and get drunk, because they have to drink 
all, the time or they are not one of them. Other 
people are in prison because they have not paid 
their rates—old men and women who could not pay. 
Girls are in prison because they tried to commit 
suicide, because the ■ world was too hard forthem. 
You may put me in prison, but you cannot stop 
the cause, it is stronger than I. (Applause from 
the public in Court.) , . v

A Woman at the back of the Court : You and 
your wretched system are upheld by force.

The Chairman: You must be quiet or leave the 
Court. ‘

The Woman: I have made my protest, I will 
go. You are upheld by force. (Applause and other 
protests from the back . of the Court.)

The magistrates consulted together and the Chair- 
man gave judgment. The order of the Court was that 
the appeal be dismissed • with costs, and the con- 
viction and sentence be confirmed.

A request ofthe Appellant that she might serve 
her sentence in the first division so as to have 
facilities which are not given in the second, was 
not acceded to, and the sentence will beserved ae- 
cordingly in the second division.

A telegram from Berlin states that Lieutenant 
Vogel, who assassinated Rosa Luxembourg and af- 
terwards sought refuge in Holland. has now been 
amnestied by the judicial authorities.

NATIONAL SECRETARY’S NOTES.

The Red Industrial International.
We are glad to see that the British section of the 

Red Industrial. International is settling down to real 
work, and that ‘Solidarity,’ the organ of the British 
Syndicalists has - practically doubled its size, and 
halved its price with the new year.

In this country, the industrial side always was more 
promising of ultimate triumph than the political, but 
it is not everything. The experience of our Italian 
comrades, where the industrial side succeeded in 
seizing and forming blockhouses of the factories, 
decisively shows that the industrial side alone is not 
sufficient. Without the overthrow of the central seat 
of government, a modern capitalist government can 
withstand any purely industrial attack. In our

w.e trust

opinion, the Workers’ Committee movement did not 
pay nearly enough attention to direct attacks on 
overpaid Labour leaders. Lenin devotes .considerable 
space in his " State and Revolution" to the para- 
mount necessity of every one working in the Com­
munist movement being paid no more than the 
manual worker’s wage. This is the most vulnerable 
point on which to attack Labour fakirs. To trust 
every Party member in the workshops, mines, and 
factories, will give all the enthusiasm and work they 
are capable of, in helping to build up the British 
section of the Red Industrial International, just as 
we are confident that the Industrialists will

Y support to a united Communist Party 
ain. .

The New Year. 
Several Branches do not appear to have got 

( hristmas, to judge by the lower attendances . 
scarcity of reports. Others appear to be resting 
their oars, waiting for unity. This will not do. 
my be the atmosphere in sleepy, comfortable old 
England, to take things liesurely like this, but we 
must take wider views. Germany, with its Communist

over
and

,. on 
it

Party' of 570,000 members, is practically certain to 
I o Red before another Christmas is here; and we 
■ have got to be big enough and powerful enough to 

exercise decisive influence in the matter' of the atti- 
tide of our Government when this moment arrives. 

| Let us all buckle down then to the good old work 
of making two Communists where only one stood 

? before; talking about Communism, explaining Com- 
munism, exposing the evils of the present system; 
showing the only way out. It is only by this spade 

I work, day in and day out, of the whole of the mem- 
| hership, that real progress results. Communism 

atlopts no tactic that is not Mass Tactic. Communism 
has no faith in heaven-born leaders achieving miracle 
for us. Let the Party membership everywhere then 
settle down to work, building up the Branches, found- 
ing new groups, adding new members, so that when 

F unity comes, we may enter the united. Party, full of 
push and enthusiasm, with the maximum weight of 

I membership behind our tactical opinions.
The Manifesto of the “ Second.”

The letter signed by Henderson, Thomas, Gosling 
I and Macdonald, published in the past week, will cut 
[ little ice except amongst the lice that batten on the 
| Industrial Graft Pyramid in this country. Of the 

four signatories to this document, we do not think 
one really comes within the class of " proletarian,” 

I judging by their incomes and the manner of getting 
| 11 Two, at least, are rank capitalists, with enough 
| exploiting capital placed in their hands by 

lunatic workers every year, to live as the pigs live 
I in Mayfair. It is laughable the way this manifesto,

saying " What the Second has done,” omits what 
I the Second has not done, and specially omits to say 
i IoN completely and absolutely this same " Second ” 
| failed the international , proletariat at the outbreak 
ofwar, thus being indirectly responsible for the 

I millions of slaughtered. . It also omits to say what 
I steps the Second is taking to remedy this betrayal 
i 011 another occasion. This document possesses two 
yipurposes. Firstly, as a weapon for Third 
| Internationalists to put the quietus to the dying 
I be ond. Secondly, a purpose it hopes to serve, 
I namely, to keep the workers divided and split up, 
I and so make it impossible to achieve the domination 
| 0 their, class. This latter purpose is so transparent

I obviously the game of the capitalists, played by 
i their ever-ready sycophants the Labour leaders, that 
I it is not likely to succeed far.
I , ‘ The Scottish Communists.
I 1 hat old ond tried figliter, John McLean, M.A.

we believe, the S.L.P. as well, are in favour of 
IJ separate Communist Party for Scotland. It appears 

that this is a question that could best be de-
I by. the Scottish Communists themselves. In 
I he Syndicalist movement, the two countries always 
I had separate organisations, the S.W.C. andthe 
55 and W.C., and this division appeared to work 

idmirably and in complete harmony. It does
| to us that four Communist parties, one each 
I for Wales, Scotland; Ireland, and England, might says about-you and your brain-box? 

"rve the development of Communism better than a 2-1 ‘ P "‘ 4
"hF/e party, and the idea should not be rejected 

“thout thorough examination.
The London Builders’ Guild.

Lam disgusted to learn that the London Guild of 
I guilders are paying their Secretary. Mr. Malcolm 

kesno less a salary than EIGHT HUNDRED 
■ I always wondered what there was in 

| guild idea that proved so specially attractive to 
Aversity Socialists. Now I know. The Guild Idea 
—supposed to be very fine. Well, this part of it, 

that the Secretary wants three dinners and
I ice suits, three houses and possibly three wives; in 
1“ word three times the subsistence wage of the 
Enised manual worker, is damnably rotten. Laugh, 
told rii laugh!. its another rotten wangle. ' Swapping pan put y 

i. eeders for new. We hope all Communists will necessary, " either smash this sort of Guild or purge it of good hay.

its rottenness. Any organisation that starts off with 
the unbrotherly basis thatthe • economic needs of 
one man is three times those of his fellows is doomed 
to ultimate, rottenness. and disintegration, as surely 
as the capitalist system itself is doomed from the 
same cause. Mr. Lenin! If your eye catches this, 
please note that these wonderful Guilds Pa Lansbury 
spoke so enthusiastically about, pay their Secre- 
taries THREE TIMES THE WORKER’S WAGE. 
It’s all you’ll want to know about Guild Social’sm. 
Of course, the Guild will say they are getting a good 
bargain out of Comrade (pardon! “ Mr.”) Sparkes, 
and that his value in the open market is higher still. 
Ihats just the argument the fat, illiterate old 
Labour leaders try to use , is just the argument 
clothing manufacturers use when they pay their 
repair hands thirty bob on Fridays and drive them 
to prostitution. Its just the argument of any rotten 
old capitalist trying to grab a bigger portion than his 
fellow men. Its not the argument anybody working 
for the Co-operative Commonwealth ever thinks of. 
I am confident that if the London Guild of Builders 
will advertise in the Herald that they want a Secre- 
tary with sufficient technical building knowledge 
and sufficient secretarial ability, to work at the 
manual worker’s subsistence wage (£5 weekly), they 
will be overwhelmed with applications.

E.T.W.

give 
for

BETWEEN OURSELVES.

It has often been said, Henry, that you don’t 
do enough thinking. Our friend the Soglashatelist 
has often driven you crazy about it, I know. But 
you mustn’t mind him, really. It is only his play- 
ful humour. As a matter of fact the whole working 
class do a sight more thinking than is good for 
them. And my Uncle Fitzarthur has been up on 
his hind legs to say so. He is sure to know.

Uncle Fitzarthur—whose other name is M. F. 
Cahill—has been and blown the gaff. I don’t 
know exactly in what line Mr. Fitzy Cahill is, but 
he must be a near-capitalist. And this is what 
he says :

The children of the working classes were so 
well-educated that their hopes were raised far 
above anything they were likely to realise when 
they entered a trade, and this resulted in dis- 
content."
Are you hungry Henry? Are you out of work? 

Then it is all the fault of this free education. 
Most likely if you had never been to school, you 
might have been in a good job with lots of‘work 
attached to it and very little pay. Your lack of 
education would have left you -ignorant of such 
things as butter and cheese, college pudding and 

• toad-in-the-hole. You might have been hungrier 
Henry, but you would have been happier. ‘

And Uncle Fitzarthur Cahill goes on :
“Although he admitted that the educational 

standard should be higher than it was in the 
17th century, there were many subjects that might 
be dropped with advantage to the student and 
the saving of a lot of expense to the nation. Prac- 
tically everything beyond the average standard was 
unnecessary, as compared with physical training, 
which was of infinitely more value than mental 
training from the bread-and-butter standpoint."
It-is the curse of all this education. It only 

enables you to read the " Dreadnought ” and wonder 
why the rich should have all the nice things you 
make. It only causes you to ask why the rich 
are able to leave their businesses to look after them­
selves whilst they win a few thousands at Monte 
Carlo and spend it in winter sports in Switzerland, 
Ah, if only you had more muscle and less brain, 
we might all be a nation of Joe Becketts and 
other weight-lifting animals.
, Everyone, Uncle Fitzy added, did not possess brains. 
The capitalists have got them all, ‘tis evident. What 
Fitzy believes in is “a broad back, a healthy body 
and a habit of obedience.” This was really all a 
working-boy (or man) wanted. And perhaps the 
abolition of the factory acts, factory inspectors, the 
limitation of output and high wages.

And you perceive, Henry, what your bonny young 
Harry wants,especially is. a habit of obedience. The 
workers are far too apt to imagine they know as 
much about theirr trade as • their masters. Some 
of them even go so far as to want a share in the 
control of the factories. Others, worse still, (and 
here Uncle Cahill might well shed a tear), actually 
imagine they can run the whole industry without the 
brains of their good, kind masters.

Now you know what harm education does, Henry. 
It even enables you to read all that Uncle Fitzy 
soyehont you and your brain box. And I don’t 
doubt that it may make you feel like doing some- 
thing. Not telling Cahill, Esq., that you have an 
eye on him and mean to show him -what’s what, 
but taking away those Young Communist pamphlets 
and papers that young Harry reads. You might 
also with advantage stop the morning papers you 
take in, and ask your kind-hearted capitalist mas­
ter to dock your wages sixpence a week, as being 
the amount you don’t need on these papers. And 
another tuppence off for the" Dreadnought."
And then, with a little patience, a little less 

education, and a little more brawn, you will be 
an ideal worker. You will then be able to do without 
that house you need, and if it isn’t convenient for 

nele Fitzy to chain you to your work-bench, he 
pan put you up in the new stables that will be

, And let’s hope ‘ f^ will be lota of

INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

ERRICO
MALATESTA.

Editor of
"Umanita Nova ” 
a daily Anarchist
Paper of Milan, 
imprisoned with­
out trial in Italy.

The Persecution of Communists in
Roumania.

White Terror becomes daily more unbearable, —is now impossible for the Socialists to be legally 
active, while the illegal activity of |.l, e revolutionary Proletariat is very difficult. With one blow a war with 1Mi°00 a^ttbin> and a Trade Unon d.Part 

ration of over 200,000 has become powerless. The

Appeal oj the Roumanian Communists to the
. World Proletariat.

Executive Committee of the Communist grou 
Rafleeskovmnnien Socialist Party issues the followi.

(I -, —=---= — - —U--..L ।COMRADES I ■
Our proletariat is exploited and terrorised bv , 

bourgeoisie just as cruel as that of Horthv. The 
Roumanian, bourgeoisie, led by the government of 
Averesco.Argentionu applies the cruellest terror the pocialist workers.

Like Hungary, Roumania is the centre of world 
reaction. The conceptions of liberty and IaV exist in this country, only on paper. The agent of the Roumanian Government deceived the public 
opinion of foreign countries so as to be able 
obtain better loans from the foreign capitalist.. 
Loans which the Roumanian state will never 
back, because all that comes into Rolmania < stolen by those who hold places in the Government and by the police administration.

Freedom of meeting and the press no more ' 
than Parliamentary freedom. Members who are 

acceptable to the militarist Government, are 
arrested and sentenced to imprisonment. The first 
victims were naturally Socialists. Comrade Dr 
Aroneano of Baou was killed by a masked min 
-I hours after he was arrested. This crime Wal 
inspired by the City Prefect and the Commandant of the garrison. Throughout the whole of the 
country. Socialist workers and intellectuals were 
611-!"", " then sentenced by ile

Two montims have passed, since a bis strike 
against the State policy was defeated. Up to the 
present, the courts have sentenced the strikers to 
A.totalof more than 200 years' imprisonment. 
Amongst those arrested are six Members of Parlia- 
ment. The Secretary of a Socialist section in Sipbenburgen was sentenced to death becau 
he ordered a protest strike of one hour. " 

—The, terror in Roumania can only be compared with the Tsarist terror before the year 1905.
Anybody who has the courage to acknowl.dg. 

himself as a Communist should make his will Le,a 
Communist parties such as those in Turkey, Eng­land, India, and America are not tolerated in the 

Great Democratic Roumania ” of to-das.
«On the 17th November, two Senators and a 

minister, were assassinated by persons unknown, his gave the Government a new excuse to proceed 
against the workers, in the most brutal manner. 
TheGovernment police were busy day and niglit. 
Al those who had the misfortune to fall into the hands of the police were beaten and terrorised 
7 he fol lowing notice which the police published is 

illuminating: "Some of the persons who were arrested, were liberated because they were not in 
possession of Communist literature.”

The houses of the Socialist Party and the Trade 
Unions have been burned down or converted int, 
sales for officers and war profiteers. The prisons 

.civil and military, are filled to overflowing, 
housands. of people have fled into the provinces 

or are hiding, in the woods to escape the cruel dies 
tutorship of the military.

Comrade ! do. What you can to help us. In . 
newspapers and at your meetings, let the appeal 
of the Roumanian proletariat be heard Be ka 
picious of the political agents of the Avaresco Go. 
eminent, and King Ferdinand. The Roumanian 
proletariat, believing fully in its mission, will still 

light for the victory of the World Revolution. Lon. 
live the Communist International! Long live the 
World Republic of Soviets!

Jadependent Working-Class Education, 
By F. and C PAUL Post fren 3H.
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Man

Sheffield.
BRANCH NOTES.

decided to take part in the Unit
rence, providing this is not binding. The 
ill also agrees unanimously that the whole of 
C .of the Communist Party (B.S.1.1.), is put 

r election in the new E.C. of the United ‘arty- 
cal enquiries to A. Carford, 183, West Street,

Birmingham.
Branch meets on

and

it 7.30 p.m., at 
Bull Ring. Com- 
be members, rally

. Webb (Secretary).

This Branch very much resents the action of the 
E.C. in only sending Theses to Branches with more 
than ten members, and say they have a righlto the

Broadheath, Cheshire.

sufficient copies of the Theses 
Branches). All local enquiries 
Jhinfield, -62, Brunswick Road,

Staines.
This Branch unanimously the acceptanceS-LFIILLt. C-----22 S2)l - —.. ....2+ _ 

e whole of the Theses and Statutes of the Com- 
I International without further referendum.

SOYIE240 i-‘I-61 llu-e 22-4 ---------- ------ mal.o-- , 
the following two meetings. All local enquiries to 
Comrade J Silvester, 4, Factory Path, Staines,

Portsmouth.
At a specially 

mouth Branch 1
y summoned meeting of the Ports- 
on January 2nd, a resolution was 
or a referendum on the question of

L:1C eletllllell.y ------2 ----- i --aholin 1 15 .
referendum, ballot papers for individual members, 
not one ballot paper to the Branch, as was done in 
the referendum for Secretary. We also desire to 
protest against the action of the Executive ince- 
cidine that half the Branches must ask for a refer- 
endum, seeing the numerical difference between 
Branch and Branch. Surely, if we believe in the 
principle of Soviet rule, we should apply it to our 
own Party? The membership of our Branch a

All local enquirie
St. John’s 
Soho.

Fratton, Portsmouth.

the

COMMUNIST
British Section or the Third International.

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP. - The acceptance ofathesseuexins zgints Me-abesmp”Jrtovrsletaw.t 
S^neTo^i SlFzesunuttshus"worarp-eousm ««««• W *««>•»•- i «“ Tira internattonal. to) Hern..! to engage I. Partiammentary ^’^SS“ Ihsrcepoxee. "x. Entry Fee : One shilling..,ProvisNSINMSErMXEFSE»&AK T- WAITEUEAD, »• Sinclair Gardens, west Hensington. London, W.14.

Road. Hz:EWollKRKS-BREABRoOcm".dy"GzoEt.WATSFtzneaS"‘pOPEunre(26copics).UsualTraderalea for 
wholesAl: sehFgtni 2M a special effort to see that our paper is on sale and posters displayed at local news- 
agents, trade union branches, in the workshop and at all public meetings m their districts.

and will be of the utmost disservice to anti-Parlia- 
mentarian Communism in Britain.

All localenquiries to the Secretary, Soho Branch ommunist Party, c/o 58, Old Compton Street, boho;
W.

C.W.

LONDON MEETINGS: OUTDOOR.
Whitechapel.
Osborne Street, Sundays, 
Poplar.
Dock Gates, Sundays, at 
Camberwell.

at 11.45 a.m.

Saturdays, at Hanover

OGMORE VALLEY NOTES.
BY

.S.'s Finance.
“ SOCRATES."

Sundays, Peckham 
Birmingham.
Bull Ring. Every

at 7 p.m.
Barking.

Rye,
Park, Rye Lane, at 7.30.

Friday at 7.30. Every Sunday

the country by the Co-operative Wholesale, pogiety, 
for the specific purpose of getting members or o 
operative Societies to invest capital in the 
Bank, in order to further enhance the building 
productive works, which are essential to the advance- 
ment of the Co-operative movement in general. In 
January will and 20th, Mr. Burt Williams of the

above at both Halls in the Valley, and we trust that 
the meetings will be well attended by all professing

Near Barking Station. Sundays, at 6.30 p.m. Com-
- munist speakers.

INDOOR BRANCH MEETINGS.
Soho International. " —
58, Old Compton Street, Soho, W. Every Wednes­

day at 8.30 p.m. prompt.
Bow.
400, Old Ford Road.
Poplar.
20, Railway Street.

Every Wednesday at 8 p.m.

Every Thursday at

A well-attended Branch meeting was held on 
5th inst. We regret that our Secretary, Comrade 
Cornwallis, had to go to hospital, and hope that he 
will soon be up and among us again and continue 
the good work he has done for the Party. , ,

After a long discussion, it was decided to send the 
following letter to our Manchester comrades

in Ogmore Valley, during the coming week, to make 
the above campaign a complete succes and let the 
motto of Co-operation again resound, Each for All, 
and All for Each." -

Sunday Cinemas.
Controversv on the above subject is still raging in 

the Valley, and not a few letters have been written in 
our local weekly, the Glamorgan Gazette. The re-
ligious element seems to be rather annoyed overthe 
matter, inasmuch as the the introduction of films 
t > illustrate different scientific lectures will be 
desecrating the Sabbath, and as such, will tend, to 
make people 5 irreligious. ....... - -
catastrophe! Assuming for a moment that practe

terrible

DEAR COMRADES— :
We thank you for your letter and note your re- 

marks contained therein..
We have given the matter very careful consider- 

ation, and have weighed up the pros and cons from 
v conceivable standpoint.
e would like it to be clearly understood that

action," bu 
Theses, we can i 
Parliamentarians.

! we understand the 
and yet remain anti-

in order to explain our position, we summarise 
herewith the clauses of the Thesis dealing with 
Parliamentarism:— , , ,

§ 17. Summary." The formal acknowledg- 
ment that the participation in Parliamentary 
elections and in the sittings' of Parliament is 
desirable for Communists in certain. countries, 
at certain times, and under certain conditions, does 
not imply that Communists in all countries, and at

times

mentary work

d under all conditions are to 
Parliamentary elections and Parlia-

ary.—“ The Communist Party must
DECIDE the question according to the specific 
conditions of the given moment. Boycotting the 
elections or Parliament are permissible."

In our opinion, this leaves it open to any Com- 
munist Party which may be formed in Britain to 
refuse here and now to participate in Parliamentary

D. Summary.—Since the question of Parlia- 
ry action is comparatively unimportant, and 
the difference of opinion upon this tactical 

question are the only differences among revolution­
ary Communists all revolutionary Communists, 
whether Parliamentarian or anti-Parliamentarian. 
are urged to unite on behalf of direct action and 
the DiO.P.

is is a direct invitation to anti- 
Communists to join the Third

International, without abandoning their anti-

if we choose, as a united Communist Party 
tain, to take no part in Parliamentary ac- 
It rests with us in the B.S.T.I., convinced 

anti-Parliamentarians as far as Britain is concerned, 
to have our full voting strength,' including that 
of the Manchester Groups, represented at the 
Leeds Conference.

We should then, in conjunction with the contin- 
cents from Scotland and South Wales, and with 
the anti-Parliamentarian elements in the existing 
Communist - Party of Great Britain, Ir able to 
enforce our own interpretation of the Thesis.

It was because we interpreted the Thesis as put 
before you in this letter, that we of the Soho 
Branch, after careful study and prolonged dis­
cussion, instructed our delegate at the Cardiff 
Conference, to vote in favour of participation in 
the Unity Movement. We feel that the Man- 
chester comrades' withdrawal from the Unity

Camberwell.
16, Peckham Road, Mondays, at 7.45 p.m.
Hall. -----
Argyle House, Anlaby Road. Every Wednesday night 

at 8 p.m.
Hammersmith. .
Branch meetings held Fridays, at 8 p.m., at 151, 

Goldhawk Road, Shepherds Bush, W.

ally all our young men and women are such sincere 
Christians as our deacons will have us believe, are 
they absolutely afraid of Cinema Houses competing 
with that deeply-rooted, intense religious feeling: 
which they maintain, grips so many of our young 
men antl women? The answer is obvious, friends; 
religious teaching is losing its hold on the masses, 
especially the young element. That is why our 
deacons are sore afraid. To the religious element. I 
say, take a vote of all young men and women of the 
Valley to-day, as to whether lectures shall be held 
on Sunday evenings or otherwise, and I’ll guarantee 
a tremendous majority for the continuation of the 
said lectures. Why not try it, my religious friends:

Half-Day Saturday.
The weekly half-holiday, namely, Saturday after- 

noon, is now being introduced by a good many Co­
operative Societies throughout the country. In. 
South Wales, it is practically accomplished, with a 
few exceptions. We had it in Ogmore Valley,with] 
very little opposition, and we are hoping to see it 
become general throughout the Valley, among the 
private traders who are behind in this matter. It 
is up to us as fellow employees to agitate during the 
next few months, in order to make. Saturday after 
noon the weekly half-holiday, and in so doing, to 
extend the agitation right throughout the country. 
Practically all sport in the district is confined to 
Saturday, so why not agitate on behalf of the shop- 
assistants in South Wales, in order to make it a 
reality. Hurry up, friends, and re-commence the 
agitation. With the amalgamation that has taken 
place recently among us as shop-workers,'and with 
the help of other unions, it should be easily overcome. 
The Miners have an " Unofficial Reform Move­
ment,” why not the Shop Assistants? Prepare, 
sooner we make a move, the better. Let us get a 
move on.
MAKE PROPAGANDA AND ASSIST OUR PAPER.

In response to my appeal to sympathisers to take 
out ‘ subscriptions for four weeks, for friends likely 
to be interested in the paper, I have received I/- from 
Miss Causton, and 2/- from Mrs. Cahill. I hope 
others will follow their example.

Smyth.

Barking.
Thursdays, at 8 p.m.

Barking, E.
Stepney.
Branch meetings held

I.S.C., 28, East 
Central London. 
Branch Meeting. Mon

At " Glenhurst," Ripple Road,

Thursdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Road, City Road, N.1.

at 8 p.m., at the Inter- 
28, East Road, City Road,

HYDE PARK PROPAGANDA GROUP.
Sundays. 4 to 10 p.m. liyde Park, Marble

Thursdays. 
Laurie

Branch meets at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Arms, Crawford Place, Edgware

Road, W.
Saturdays. 6 to 10 p.m. Hyde Park, Marble Arch

EAST LONDON LECTURES.
(Organised by the Union of Post Oflice Workers), 

R. BROWN, Hon. Sec.
You are cordially invited to attend the following 

FREE LECTURE, to be held at the 

“INSTITUTE,” 27 Romford Road, 
STRATFORD,

January 16th, 1921.—Mr. J. TooramTI 
and Problems for Workers.

Social Fael

STEELE AND HARVEY MAINTENANCE FUND.
Irs. Solovitch, 10/-; Working Lady Sympathiser

Edinburgh

J.W 
M; H.H

, £1; Comrade Richardson, Leeds, 1/5 
ean, M.A., 5/-; South Shields Comrades 
Beadham, £1, made up as follows 
; T.D., 5/- J.B., 2/-; Friend, 6d.; J. 
. 2/-: J. Lawson, 1; G. Harvey, 1/- 
J.H.P., 1/-; E.H.W., 6/-; J.T.D., I-

Jolson (Total, £2 16s.).

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS—Id. a Word-
RUSSIAN CLASS (in Olive Beamish’s Office), 93

Bishopsgate, on Fridays, 7—8 p.m. For 
apply Mrs. BOUVIER, 32, Mount Pleasant Bond 
Lewisham._________ ______ ___________Jr-------- -

WILLESDEN UNEMPLOYED COMMITTEE.
The Willesden Unemployed Committe sent a depu­

tation to the local Council of Action on Wednesday,
January 5th. - 5 . - . ,

The Council of Action has agreed to send a circular 
to every local T.U. Branch, instructing them to call 
a special general meeting to discuss the unemploy­
ment question. Each Branch to appoint a delegate, 
armed with a majority minority mandate in favour 
of a general strike for peace with Russia, as a means 
of ending unemployment and short time. Other 
Unemployed Committees are asked to follow suit.

The continuation of the " Immediate
_ __ _ _ _ _ — .. . . . . . . . . . . . . - ...... Eeonerio Construction ” will ApPCRF 

Movement At this atnge will he a ErleYeuA -»Wi iosuo, '

follow suit.

Problems of 
in the next

GRAMOPHONES FOR SALE, splendid Xma 
presents; first class quality; new; 600 

Records. i J
Buy direct from the Maker, who is giving

She opportunity of purchasing at first hd" 
and at the lowest possible prices. 1

Sixpence allowed on any old or broken recor" 
upon purchasing a new one. One new recor 
given for six old ones.

Bring a copy of the Dreadnought as a coupe 
for extra reduction.

“RACHOPHONE "
152, ROMAN ROAD. BOW. E —

Published by E. Sylvia. Pankhurst-for the Comm 
nist Party at 152, Fleet Street, London. E.C" 
printed at the Agonda Press, 10, Wipe 99 
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