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(Continued from last week). 

„haven't described our Co-operative home 

to you. It is built round a square garden and 

there is another garden round it. There is 

also a garden on the roof. The dining-room 

and kitchen are on the top floor. The school 

nursery, créche, and children’s garden 1 at the 

end of the block of buildings. There are a 

tennis court, croquet lawn, a hall for meetings, 

concerts, dances, and so on, a sewing room, 

workshops for all sorts of crafts, a library and 
gymnasium, and two big summer houses in the 
garden, one of which is for the older children. 
„At the end of the week, our rooms were 

ready, and we moved in. The Secretary in- 
vited us to tea, but I told her I’d brought 
everything with me, and firmly declined her 
invitation. I felt rather rude for doing so, but 
I knew there’d be no end to it if I once allowed 
ug to get on friendly terms with the other 
inmates. A member of the House Committee 
was with the Secretary, and offered to help me 
to unpack, or to move anything I wanted 
changed. She looked ever ‘so charming; in- 
deed, she’s my best friend now; but I wouldn’t 
unbend in the least, and told her I was quite 
able to manage by myself. 
The children asked to go down to the gar- 

den, and Ethel said she had heard there was a 
gymnasium, and asked if she couldn’t go to see 
it. That's not for you, Ethel,’ I said, and I 

told the children I wanted them to help me to 
unpack. 
They were soon thoroughly enjoying that and 

admiring everything in our rooms. : 
We were all busy till bed time and they said 

no more about going out. 
Next morning, I told Ethel it was time she 

went back to school. I got breakfast in time 
for her to go, and then took Rene and Laura 
into the garden and told them not to zo out of 
sight of our windows, and to play quietly there 
till I came. 
„ had only just got upstairs again when there 

was a knock on aur door and some one called, 
Cleaners? ‘Not here,’ I said, and I heard 
them go on to the next door. Then I peeped 
out and saw some young men and women in 
blue overalls. They had all sorts of machines I 
ad never seen before with them, including 

a thing I recognised from pictures I had seen 
as a vacuum cleaner. I felt sorry I had missed 
the chance of seeing it work. But presently, 
one of the young women came back and said 
she thought my flat had been missed out by 
mistake. I just opened the door and let them 
come in with the vacuum cleaner and all the rest 
of their tackle, so that I could see how the 
cleaner worked. | 
Ethel, careless little minx, had made some 

nasty black marks on the new carpet, through 
not cleaning her muddy shoes when she came in. 
I had wiped up the mess as best I could, but 
the marks still showed, and I thought I should 
have to wash the corner of the carpet with soap 
and water. When the cleaner had passed over 
the place, the marks had quite disappeared. 
It — quite a miracle to me then. 

Was just beginning to wash up—I hate 
3 up—I loathe housework—when one 

oung w ee 2 a in blue said: ‘Look! we 

Before I could interpose, 
1 | 
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for. When sbe had put 
a tap that sent streams 

ThE a gust of hot air over the were 
“You can leave them in these until you want to 
use them again,’ she said, ‘but I should do as f i 
little as possible of that up here if I were 
it’s much nicer having meals in 
rooms.’ | 

„„I saw two of the young women going into 
my bedroom, I followed, and found them tear- ome, 
ing the sheets off the . Ba! aie 1 a 
Those sheets don't washing, Rene ; 

them, ‘they’ve only “slept in once. other children, who 
„Oh! don’t you know? . They’re asbestos. round and round on | 

We only use them once, then they’re burnt in on the floor, Rene | 
the furnace and come out perfectly clean and ancing along like a little 
sterilised. It's no trouble to do them every could see through: : day. n she was wearing ano 
Jou haven't lit the fire, one of them 

added. ‘You have three alternatives; electric 
the : , 80; hot 

+ 5 + 
8 

i 125 1171 15 34 turn that screw; 4 
first turn this handle tha 
As she turned it, the ogal 
the grate from a contain 
an automatic : 
into a container will come 

down into the fireplace required. 

be always kept in the fre the con- 
tainer is exhausted. It *hold last 48 

lighted, you will turn off. th 
which case it will burn*itgelf 
or you can hasten the prox 
handle. To light the firep you 
switch, and apply the ddt 
now glowing, raise the # 
lighter as soon as the 
course, you know these grates 
blacking; the polisher Prank 
them right.’ 7 
The windows were 

They are done inside | 

the laundry ; if you don’t nin i w 
down in the tub as they ard. 

tub into the trolley f 
the laundry. | 

electric cooker. has 
you. If you want to do them | 
time, just use the automat 
as soon as you’ve finished w 
on for a few seconds, so, 1 
that, so, so, and so—you'll find 
a few seconds—but really, I shouldn’t bother 
with cooking up here, if I were you.’ 

3 it 

„She banged the door, and then opened it for 
(Continua on page 5, ae 
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| ELECTIONS TO THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. — By N. LENIN. 

[ Conclusion. } 
v 

Let us proceed a step further. 
The proletariat may conquer political power, in- 

troduce the Soviet system, and satisfy the economic 
needs of the workers at the expense of the ex- 
ploiters. 

But is this sufficient for a complete and decisive 

0. 
Only the illusions of petty-bourgeois democrats, of 

“ Socialists,” and social-democrats and their most 
t leaders can create the belief that under 

the capitalist regime the mass of workers can at- 
tain a sufficient degree of consciousness, firmness of 
character, insight, and breadth of political outlook 
to decide solely by means of the vote, or decide by 
any means at all, except after a long experience of 
class war, to follow definitely any given party. 

It ig a simple delusion, a charming fable dear ta 
such pedants and gentle Socialists as Kautsky, Lon- 
guet, and Macdonald. | 

Capitalism would not be capitalism if it did not 

on the one hand condemn the masses to brutishness, 

timidity, diffuseness and ignorance, and on the othe., 
place at the disposal of the bourgeoisie a gigantic 

paratus of falsehood and deceit for duping and 
brutalising the masses of workers and pedsants, 

That is why the proletariat alone is capable of 
leading the masses to Socialism and Communism. It 
is inconceivable that the petty-bourgeois or semi- 
petty-bourgeois labouring masses can decide in ad- 
vance that most serious of econgmic problems; whe- . 
ther to side with the proletariat or with the bour- 

e. The vavcililations of the non-proletarian 
—— masses are inevitable; it is also inevitable 
that they should require their own practical experiance 
in order to compare the government of the bour- 
geosie with that of the proletariat. 

a Civil War Only Solution. 
The ese hy of “consistent democracy,” who 

imagine that the most important political problema 
can be solved by the method of the vote, constantly 
lose sight of this truth. As a matter of fact, if 
these problems become urgent and acute during the 
course of the struggle, it is only civil war that can 
finally solve them. The practical arperience of the 
non-proletarian labouring masses (above all, of the 

| ) is of tremendous importance ; they need. 
compare the power of the proletariat with that 

of the isie. ; : 
In Russia the elections to the Constituent Assembly, 

of November, 1917, = with a civil war of 
two years, are very edifying. : 

For in what regions did the Bolsheviki achieve 
least success? First in the East-Ural and in ‘ 
where they obtained 12 and 10 per cent. in 
the Ukraine, where they obtained 10 per cent. 
Of the other regions the smallest percentage was ob- 
tained in the peasant districts of Greater Russia, 
the Volga and the Steppes, but here the Bolsheviki 
vote reached 16 per cent. 

y in those districts, where the 
Bolshevik votes in 1917 were least, that we observe 
the most striking success of the counter-revolution- 
ary movements. It was precisely in these regions 
that the power of Koltchak and Denikin was sus- 
tained for so many months, 

Vacillation of Petty-Bourgeoisie. 
The hesitation of the petty-bourgeoisie in the re- 

gions where the influence of the proletariat was 
weakest betrayed itself in a most remarkable man- 

they consented to 
ee cee oe Soe 

ty-bourgeoisie, t patriotism, were injured. 
| | of the proletariat displeased the peasants 
. ~~ abundance of w was an 

for the Bolsheviki insisted with great firm- 
excess of cereals must be sold to the Stata 

at fixed, legal prices. Consequently, the t 
Ar of Siberia, and the — 
sided with Koltchak and Denikin. 

Then the experience of the democracy of Koltchak 
and Denikin, abundantly boomed in every number 
of every White journal of the two kingdoms, proved 
to the peasants that the eloquent phrases about de- 
mocracy and the constitution only served to conceal 
the dictatorship of the landed proprietor and the 
capitalist. 
A reaction in favour of the Bolsheviki commenced; 

nent in the rear of Kolt- 

by the peasants as liberators. 
In a word, it is precisely this hesitancy of the 

peasantry, that is, the most important part of the 
ag ga working masses, which is resolved by 

fate of the Government of the Soviets or of 
Koltchak and Denikin. But before this conclusion 
could be hed, Russia had to traverse a long 
— of : struggle and tragic experience, 

ng two years in Russia, and which is still pro- 
in Siberja and the Ukraine. No one can 

say when this period will definitely end, whether 
it will last another year, or even longer. pos 
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The partisans of consistent democracy have not 
‘meditated the significance of this historic fact. In- 
stead, they delude themselves with the childish fairy 
tale that the proletariat can, under capitalism, solid- 
ly attract the majority of the workers to its side 
by means of the vote, But the facts prove that 
only a long and cruel struggle can induce the vacil- 
lating petty-bourgeoisie to conclude from a compari- 
son of the dictatorship of the proletariat with that 
of the capitalist, that the first is preferable. . 

In theory, all Socialists who have studied Marxism 
and pay attention to the teachings of the political 
history of civilised countries during the nineteenth 
century, realise the inevitable vacillations of the 
petty-bourgeoisie between the proletariat and the capi- 
talist class. The economic roots of these vacilla- 
tions have been indicated by economic science, the 
elementary truths of which the Socialists of the Se- 
cond International have repeated in their journals, 
manifestoes and pamphlets a million times. 

The Class War. 
But these folk do not know how to apply these 

truths to the peculiar period of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. They substitute petty-bourgeois de- 
mocratic illusions and prejudices (concerning the 
equality of classes, pure, or consistent democracy, 
and the decision of great historical questions by means 
of the vote), for, the class war. They cannot under- 
stand that when the proletariat has conquered poli- 
tical power, he has not ended the war of the classes, 
but only continues it under another form and by 
other means. The dictatorship of the proletariat 
is the class war carried on by the proletariat with 
another weapon: the Deen of government; it is 
the class war, of which one of the functions is to 
rove to the non-proletarian working masses, by a 
ong experience and a series of practical examples, 
that it is better for him to declare for the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat than for the dictatorship of 
the capitalist, and that no middle course exists. 

The figures for the elections to the Constitwent As- 
sembly of November, 1917, constitute the back- 
ground for the — presented to us by two years 
of civil war. The principal forces in that war are 
already clearly perceptible during the elections: one 
can perceive the réles of the “shock troops” of the 
proletarian army, of the hesitating peasant class, and 
of the bourgeoisie. N. V. Sviatitsky says in his ar- 
ticle: The cadets had the greatest success in the 
same regione as the Bolsheviki,.the North and the 
industrial centres.” It is natural that in the most 
developed capitalist centres the intermediary ele- 
ments between the proletarian and the capitalist 
should be the most feeble. It is natural that in 
these centres the class war should reach, the maximum 
of acuteness. It is precisely here that we find the 
main forces of the capitalists, and it is precisely 
here, and nowhere else, that the proletariat can 
vanquish them. The proletariat alone can _ inflict 
a crushing defeat, and it is only after having in- 
flicted this defeat that the proletariat, making use 
of political power, can gain the sympathy and the 
support of the petty-bourgeois sections of the popu- 
lation. ) | 

These figures.of the elections to the Constituent 
Assembly, if one can read them profitably, once 
more demonstrate the essential truths of the Marxian 
teaching concerning the class war. 

The National Question. 
Among other things they demonstrate the röle and 

importance of the national question. Take the 
Ukraine. The author of these lines during the last, 
conferences on the Ukrainian question was accused 
of exaggerating the seriousness of the national ques- 
tion in this country. The figures of the elections to 
the Constituent Assembly show that in November, 
1917, the Ukrainian Social-Revolutionaries in that 
country obtained the majority (3.4 million votes to 
0.5 million—3.9 millions against 1.9 million for the 
Russian Social-Revolutionaries, out of a total Ukrain- 
ian vote of 7.6 millions). On the South-East front, 
and on the Roumanian front, the Ukrainian Sovijalists 
obtained 30 per cent. and 34 per cent. of the 
total votes, 40 per cent. and 59 per cent. being 
accorded to the Russian Social-Revolutionaries. 

In view of this situation, to ignore the national 
8 in the Ukraine, as is often done by the 
Great Russians —and, perhaps a little less often, by 
the Jews—is to commit a grave and serious error. 
The division in Ukrainia since 1917 between the Rus- 
sian Social-Revolutionaries and the Ukrainian Sociai- 
Revolutionaries cannot be the effect of chance. As 
internationalists, it is our duty, in the first place, 
to combat energetically the relics of Greater Rus- 
sian chauvinism the Russian Communists ; 
and, in the second place, to make concessions pre- 
cisely in this relatively unimportant matter of nation- 
ality (from the internationalist point of view the 
question of frontiers, if it is not of the tenth 
order, is always secondary). Other questions are 
important to us; the essential interests of the pro- 
letarian dictatorship are important; the unity and 
discipline of the Red army fighting against Deni- 
kin are important; the directing rifle played by the 
— ee ae to the peasant classes is 
mportant ; but the question as to whether the 
Ukraine will constitute an independent State or not 
is of much less importance. e must not betray 
arpriee or anxiety at the prospect of the workers 

peasants of the Ukraine experimenting in vari- 
ous systems, and during a Jong course of years, some- 
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times unite with the Russian Socialist Federative Re- 
public, sometimes separate to form a Ukrainian Social- 
ist Soviet Republic, or even experiment with some 
form or other of less intimate union, 

The attempt to solve this question in advance by 
„ firmness " and resolution would be to betray nar- 
rowness of spirit, or lack of comprehension, for 
this species of hesitation on the part of the non- 
proletarian working masses is altogether natural, and 
even jnevitable, and the proletariat has nothing to 
fear. The representative of the proletariat who ig 
truly an internationalist must, display the greatest 
circumspection and patience towards this hesitancy; 
he must leave it to the non-proletarian working masses 
themselves to outlive these hesitations by their own 
experience. It is upon other and more important 
questions, some of which were indicated above, that 
we must be impatient and pitiless, inflexible and 
unshakeable. 

Bourgeois Parliamentarism v. Proletarian 
Revolution. 

A comparison between the elections to the Con- 
stituent Assembly in November, 1917, and the de- 
velopment of the revolution in Russia from October, 
1917, to December, 1919, permits us to draw con- 
clusions applicable to bourgeois parliamentarism and 
the proletarian revolution in every capitalist state, 
Let us put them briefly :— 

1. Universal suffrage furnishes a means of measur- 
ing the extent to which the ‘classes comprehend 
their duties. It shows how they tend to resolve the 
questions presented to them. Decisions, however, are 
not mude by the vote, but by every form of the class- 
struggle up to, and including, civil war. 

2..The Socialists and the Social-Democrats of the 
Second International adopt the point of view of 
the petty-bourgeois democrats, sharing their preju- 
dices, and thinking with them that the fundamen- 
tal problems of the class war can be solved by 
means of the vote. 

3. Participation in the parliamentary struggles un- 
der the capitalist régime i¢ incumbent upon the re- 
volutionary proletarian parties for the purpose of 
propaganda among the masses, for which the elec- 
toral periods and the parliamentary debates furnish 
opportunities. But to limit the war of the classes 
to parliamentary action, or to consider this“ latter 
a superior form of the class-war to which all others 
must be subordinated, is, in practice, to take the 
part of the bourgeoisie against the proletariat. 

4. The accusation of siding with the bourgeoisie 
can, indeed, be levelled at all the representatives 
and defenders of the Second International, and all 
the leaders of the German Social-Democrats, called 
Independents,“ who, while proclaiming adhesion to 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in words, in deeds 
propagate the belief in the necessity of gaining, un- 
der the capitalist régime, the formal consent of the 
majority of the population (that is, a majority of 
votes in a bourgeois parliament) before political pow- 
er can be transferred to the proletariat. 

The jeremiads delivered by , the leaders of the 
German Independent Secial-Democrate and the 
other leaders of antiquated Socialism against the 
“dictatorship of the minority proves simply that 
they have never recognisel that a dictatorship of 
the bourgeoisie prevails even in the most democra- 
tic of republics, nor the conditions necessary for 
the destruction of that dictatorship by the class war 
of the proletariat. 

5. This lack of comprehension manifests itself 
above all in their ignorancé of the fact that the 
bourgeois parties owé their domination, to a large 
extent, to their ability to deceive the masses, thanks 
to capitalist oppression. The masses, in fact, wil- 
lingly düpe themselves with reference to capital- 
ism—a fact particularly noticeable among the petty- 
bourgeois parties, who habitually wish to replace 
the class war by class peace. 
The party of the proletariat cannot seize power 

under a system of private pröperty, that is, under 
capitalist oppression, until the majority of the popu- 
lation gives its consent’’—so say the petty-bourgeois 
democrats, who call themselves Socialists, but who 
in reality support the bourgeoisie. 
Jet the revolutionary proletariat first overthrow 

the bourgeoisie, throw off the yoke of capitalism, 
destroy the machinery of bourgeois government, and 
then it will be in a position to gain the support of 
the non-proletarian working masses by satisfying 
their needs at the expense of the exploiters '’—so 
we say. The contrary would be a rare historical 
exception, and even in that case thé bourgeoisie 
would resort to civil war, as the example of Fin- 
land proves. 

6. Or, again, 
Let us first proclaim the necessity of recognising 

the principles of equality—or that of consistent de- 
mocracy—by considering private property and tho 
yoke of capitalism (that is, equality in form, and 
equality in reality); then on this basis let us 
strive to gain the suffrages of the majority — 
say the bourgeoisie and the petty-bourgeois demo- 
crata, who call themselves Socialists and Social-De- 
mocrats. 

“The class war of the proletariat first destroys, 
by the conquest of political power, the bases of ac- 
tua} inequality and of consistent democracy; then 
the proletariat, having vahquished .the exploiters, 
leads the working masses on to the abolition of, classes, 
which is the sole form of Socialist equality "—s0 
say we. 

7. In every capitalist country is to be found side 
by side with the proletariat, or rather, that por- 
tion of the proletariat that is conscious of its re- 

volutionary aims and is capable of fighting on their 
behalf, large masses of unenlightened proletarians, 
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semi-proletarians, and semi-petty-bourgeois who fol- 
iow the lead of the bourgeois and petty -bourgeois 
democrats (especially the “Socialists” of the Se- 
cond International); deceived by the bourgeoisie, 
sceptical of their own strength and of the strength 
of the proletariat, they are not aware that it is 
possible to satisfy their own essential needs by the 
expropriation of the bourgeoisie. 
These sections of the working masses furnish al- 

lies for the vanguard of the proletariat; but the 
proletariat can only conquer these allies by the exer- 
cise of political power, that is, after it has overthrown 
the bourgeoisie and destroyed its machinery of gov- 
ernment. 

8. In every capitalist country the strength of the 
etariat is incomparably greater than its numeri- 

cal strength with reference to the whole population. 
The proletarjat economically dominates the nervous 
centres of the whole capitalist economic system. 
Economically and politically, it representa the true 
interests of the vast majority of the workers. 

It is because of this that the prdletariat, even 
when it is only a minority of the population (or 
even when the enlightened vanguard of the prole- 
tariat only constitutes a minority of the population) 
is able to overthrow the bourgeoisie and attract to 
its side numerous allies from the semi-proletariat 
and the semi-petty-bourgeoisie, who would never de- 
clare themselves for the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat (the conditions and objects of which they are 
unable to understand), unless they could convince 
themselves by their own experience of the inevitability, 
the legitimacy and the rectitude of the proletarian 
dictatorship. 

9. Finally, there exist in every capitalist country 
large sections of the petty-bourgeoisie that vacillate 
between capital and labour. In order to conquer these 
the proletariat must carefully choose his moment 
of attack against the bourgeoisie when the dissen- 
sion between the latter and the petty-bourgeoisie are 
great, or when the agreement between them is un- 
stable. After ite victory, the proletariat must study 
the hesitation of the petty-bourgeois in order to 
neutralise and prevent them ranging themselves on 
the side of the exploiters. 
A perpetuai, obstinate, and pitiless struggle against 

opportunism, reformism, social-chauvinism and all 
bourgeois influences and tendencies, which are in- 
evitable as long as the proletariat struggles within 
the framework of the capitalist system, is the neces- 
sary condition and preparation for final victory. 
Without this struggle, and without having first 

achieved a complete victory over the opportunist ten- 
dencies in the working-class movement, the dictator- 
ship of the ‘proletariat is impossible. Bolshevism 
would not have been triumphant in 1917-1919 if it 
had not during 1903-1917 defeated and mercilessly 
expelled from the proletarian vanguard the Menshe- 
viki—that is, the opportunists, reformists and social- 

chauviniste. 
We see the most dangerous form of self-deceit— 

or deceit of the workers—in the attitude of the Ger- 
man Independents and the French Longuetists, who, 
verbally, accept the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
but who, in deed, continue their habitual policy of 
small or large concessions to opportunism, of con- 
ciliation, and servile respect for democratic bour- 
geois prejudices (so-called consistent or pure 
democracy), bourgeois parliamentarism, etc. 

| (N. LENIN. 
December 16th, 1919. 
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BRANCH CIRCULAR No. 5. 

COMMUNIST PARTY. 
' (British Section of the Third International.) 

WORK THROUGH INDUSTRIAL AND NON- 
PARTY MASS ORGANISATIONS OF OUR CLASS. 

1, Branches should make the closest distinction 
between work through the non-Party organisations of 
the Proletariat and through the Party organisations. 

2. To the non-party mass organisations of our 
Class belong the Trade Unions, Stop Stewards and 
Workers’ ttees, National and International 
Unions of Ex-Servicemen, groups of unemployed 
workers and ex-servicemen, Co-operative Societies and 
Guilds, ete. anu baal 

The Communists should exert every possible influ- 
ence through all such organisations, and, in general, 
everywhere with workérs at the point of production. 

3. To the Party organisations belong national and 
local Labour Parties, etc. The Communist Party of- 
fers direct and unceasing opposition to all such poli- 
tical party organisations, though they are profes- 
sedly Labour. The Communist Party is opposed ta all 
other political parties, whether bourgeois or pseudo- 
proletarian parties. 

4. Party members will accept delegation from 
branches of their industrial organisations to all such 
bodies as Trade Union Congresses, Trade Union Exe- 
Cutives, Trades and Labour Conncils, or similar bod- 
ies, where such acceptance of delegation does not ne- 
Cessitate denial] of their Communist principles. Where 
industrial branches, through their special instructions 
issued to their delegates, necessitate denial of Com- 
manist principles, such positions of delegation must 
be refused, and Communist propaganda carried fur- 
ther until the branch in question realises the class 
Position 80 as to accept the Communist standpoint. 

5. Every branch of the Party shall make a list. 
of all Trade Union, Co-operative, Ex-Servicemen’s, 
and other non-party organisation branches, in its 
pee ean send a suitable letter (which will be sup- 

by headquarters ready for dispatch), offering 

+ 
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vl send 95 er to address the — om 
the princ aunism and their n 
in respect of Trades Unionigm (or the Co ve 
Movement, etc., as the case may be), and part 
Trades Unions (or Co-operatives, etc.) will play in 
the Communist State. Address of fifteen minutes 
to be followed by discussion. Headquarters will not 
supply speakers for such Local branches 
should develop suitable and efficient Communist speak - 
ers for such work. a 

6. In every case where Trades Union branches or 
Shop Stewards and Workers Committees are con- 
cerned, such Party speakers must be Trades Unionists 
themselves. 

7. In speaking at such a branch, the aim of the 
speaker will be— 

To attract the most class-conscious members of 
the audience to membership of the Party ; 

To expose the weakness of the present Trades 
Union organisations as weapons to secure eco- 
nomic emancipation for our class; 

To draw a sharp distinction between palliative ac- 
tion to secure wage increases or hours reduction, 
and action to secure complete economic emanci- 
pation. | ' 

To explain the meaning of Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat, and the necessity of force to secure 
and maintain it ; 

To dwell on the development of the Class Strug- 
gle through successive strikes, and mass demon- 
startions, leading to the revolutionary crisis. 

To preach the Class War. 
8. In making liste of Trades Union branches, etc., 

in the neighbourhood, the local Trades and Labour 
Council often has such lists. Headquarters a: give 
as much assistance as possible in this work. 

9. In addressing such branches, an effort should 
be made to get some branch member to undertake 
the sale of the Party organ, The Workers’ Dread- 
nought,” and act the part of Literature. Secretary, for 
the branch for Communist propaganda. 

10. All Party members whose occupation permits 
it, are to take a full and active part in building 
up Shop Steward and Workers’ Committee move- 
ments, and in all rank and file movements which 
weaken the power of officials, and lead to rank and 
file control, mass action, and the development of the 
class struggle. 

7 
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11. Co-operatives must on no account be be- the actual work of government i in 1 a} 2 
glected, as they are the distributors of the working gigantic army of bureaucrate, 
class, just as Trades Unioniste represent, in the mented through and throu 
main, the producers. In times of crisis the Co-opera- 
tives will have a special fanction in the rationing 
of foodstuffe for the class organisation. 

12, Party members should, endeavour. to 
the local Trades and Labou 3 in 
terests of Communism. The Communist branch should 
not affiliate direct to such bodies, but all individual 
Communists should endeavour to secure position on 
such bodies through their industrial organisations, 
Co-operatives, eto. 

When captured, as each Trades and Labour Coun- 
cil forms its own constitution, thie constitution can 
then be modified in the Communist interest, and all 
political parties such as I. L. P. branches, and local 
Labour Parties, should be excluded from such Coun- 
cils, transforming them into purely TRADES COUN- 
CILS. 

By introducing the ag oe of the RECALL OF 
DELEGATES into such Councils, their anisation 
then gg closely to the INDUSTRIAL 
SOVIET, and such an 4 is able to ; 
the part of a REVOLUTIONARY WOR ge : 
COUNCIL. Such developments have in actual fact to introduce 
already taken place in certain districts. riously to rx 

13. Co-operatives and Ex-Servicemen’s organisa- 
tions, where proletarian, should have representation 
on such Councils. | 

14. All members of the r e power 
and influence on the industrial , should refrain 
from outdoor propaganda work and confine them- 

15. The theory of organisation outlined above di- 
vides each branch of the P into two main spheres 
of activity in accordance with Communist theory for 
proletarian domination. First, the industrial side, lead- 
ee formation of Industrial Soviete and re- 
volutionary Workers’ Councils; secondly, the non- 
industrial side, working through open-air propaganda 
and house-to-house visits, concentra the for- 
mation of the HOUSEHOLD SOVIETS. 
16. Members of both sides of the branch may 
combine in all work that does not bring the indus- 
trial key members into the light of open publicity. 

On behalf of the Provisional Organising Council, 

EDGAR T. WHITEHEAD, 
Provisional Party Secretary. 

— . — 

FURTHER NOTES ON TACTICS. 
At the recent Conference one of our leaders, who 

is anxious to pit his brains against the master class 
grew very cheerful at the chance he might have of 
rising on the floor of the House of Commons and 
crying “You're a liar! You're a liar!! You're a 

I think I shall turn Prohibitionist ! 
What would such “busts up” result in? First 

of all, they would lull into inactivity the rank and 
file. The pacifist Labour Party men, by such “ busts 
up,” led the rank and file during the war to feel 
something was being done, and thus failed to 
use the more powerful weapon industrial. Secondl 
the effect on the non-elass- conscious worker — 

others do. 
unless we are bought, 
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dangers 
trict Councils will have to deal, and their function 
will be of an administrative nature, and not the 
political protest for which they are now being cleverly 
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gy of Direct Action. official Labour world 
the “Daily Herald” have always been the 

apologists of the Prime Minister. They have always 
insisted that the Cabinet is divided in its foreign 
policy. Now Mr. Lloyd George unqualifiedly en- 
dorses a most amazingly militaristic statement made 
by the War Minister, and puts himself upon reecord 
as being jointly nsible, for all the intrigue 
of Whitehall relative to the Russian Revolution. Why? 
For, as he said on August 10th, “The danger which 
is involved to the peace of Europe if you have an 
aggressive Soviet Empire co-terminous with Germany, 
is too great.” Who ever heard tell of an aggressive 
Soviet Empire by the Russian revolutionaries? They 
never one Czardom to set ap another 
in its place. But the die-hards of the vicious Eng- 
lish system of world empire will use any loose and 
false phraseclogy to make a point. It is therefore 
ready to save Germany from Bolshevism, that Ger- 
man militarism is invoked by Mr. Churchill to aid 
Poland. And German militarism was what our ex- 
servicemen, thousands of whom are now jobless, fought 
to end. English Capitalism is trying to set on its 
legs again what thousands of our fellow workers 
blindly 2 their lives to destroy. 

e game has been played so brazenly that 
we marvel at the workers swallowing all the subtle 
untruths that the Government has put out about 
Germany. On Angust 10th the Prime Minister sai 
“If the Allies had united upon the extinction 
German nationality, the wining out of German na- 
tional existence in the terms of the peace, the whole 
civilised world would have been outraged.” But 
it is because the Allies have done just this thing 
that the German Workers no 
ride themselves on their nationality. We 
ve taken 2,000,000 tons of German 

shipping, and France is to get 2, 000.000 tons of 
German coal every month. We have also deprived 
Germany of the best part of her rolling-stock and 
other productive material. The German workers are 
now in virtual slavery, and the German capitalists 
have become the paid overseers of Franco-British 
Capitalism. But as we have deprived the workers 
of the means of livelihood they have not the where- 
withal to provide themselves with food and cloth- 
ing to work for their masters. 

Five Million Pounds for Germany. 
Therefore the English workers are taxed, exploited 

to the tune of 45,000,000 to provide Germany with 
food to make profits for our masters. We have 
found the chains to enslave the German workers 
and ourselves. The national spirit is dead in Ger- 
many, and the English Government is 2 of 
the fact. Germany is ready to throw up sponge 
and become a Communist State, but the workers are 
held down by French bayonets. The military spirit 
that we fought to put n in Germany is dying, 
but the French and British imperialists are endeav- 
ouring to keep it alive. They are afraid that the 
German workers will scrap the old system of private 
ownership of property and working to make profits 
for a few, and institute the communal system that 
now exists in Russia. France is the little money 
shark of the capitalist world. The Czar had mort- 
gaged the Russian workers to her for a number of 
years. The Russian revolution compelled her to for- 
feit the bond, hence tha deadly hate of Bolshevism. 
She is afraid that what happened in Russia might 
also take place in Central Europe and Germany; 
therefore, protected by the British Navy, she main- 
tains coloured ae in Austria and Ger- 

ish workers must support by 
our toil, for France has not the industrial strength 
to enforce her imperialism. She cannot compete with 
the manufacturing output of England, America and 
Japan. She is a parasite of parasites, buying here 

selling there; making frantic effarte to maintain 
her position like a bankrupt bourgeois. Let not the 
workers be misled. In her present plight France is 
bound hand and foot to England, and a powerful 
financial clique in this country backs up all her 
military ventures. : 
Let us realise that we have gained but a short 

respite. There can be no peace: we ard merely 
on to the rocks. With the miners voting 

ON STRIKE. . 
in the city where 
, are chiefly patron- 

ised b have often thought if 
any and note shops, 
invariably polite, pleasant and neat the girls 7 
ever wonder by what economic means their high stan- 
dard of respectability is maintained. The weekly 
wage of the waitresses and kitchen staff is 30s. From 
this amount the firm deducts for food Is. 6d., in- 
surance 5d., sporting club (which most of the girls 
never make use of) 3d., and their laundry, for cuffs, 
collars and costs about 3s. These deductions 
bring the wage down to abopt 25s. The staff is 
provided with two itimate meals daily. An idea 
of the amount for person may be gained by this 
statement made by a waitress: “in one restaurant 
34 lbe. of meat is supplied for 22 girls and one 
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At the Scarborough Conference of the Labour Party 
a ghost appeared Camille Huysmans, Secretary of 
the Second International, who declared that the Se- 
cond International was about to remove its chattels 

London. Why this removal? 

From the Continent, one half of which is already 
in flames of the proletarian revolution, whilst: the 
other half ie already feeling the quaking of the 
earth beneath the tread of the Labour battalions— 
from this Continent of the rising sun Of the world- 
revolution, the Second International is obliged to 
flee. The Second International was founded with 
the object of furthering the cause of the revolution, 
but in the process of its development it has turned 
into an t of counter-revolution, and there- 
fore it has become the mortal enemy of the Revo- 
lution now unfolding. ; 

Workers Leaving Second International. 

8 

a 

small States, such as Holland for instance, only the 
party of blood-stained Noske, the executioner of the 
German is left. The old European Continent 
is lost for the Second International. For the bank- 
rupts of this counter-revolutionary organisation there 
was nothing left but to turn their eyes upon the 

dentre of capitalist counter-revolution. And just as 
all the Capitalist States of Europe, having lost their 
own strength, look to British and American capital- 
ism for help, so does Huysmans attempt to save 
himself in the Noah’s Ark of Messrs. Lioyd George 
and Wilson. They see in England and America 
the centre of a healthy Labour movement. because 
there the majority of the workers are not conscious 
yet of their own power, and they trust the leadem 
who betray the working class, selling their bodies 
to the capitalist governments. The Huysmans hops 
to find a safe shelter in countries where Labour 
leaders like Henderson, or the old knave of Gompers, 
still have influence. 

At the same time the bankrupt politicians of the 
Second International cast furtive looks at heroic 
Soviet Russia, at Petrograd, and Moscow, at the 
Congress of the Communist International. And no 
wonder, Whilst English capitalism is the prop of 
the counter-revolution of the world, the Russian pro- 
letariat represents the vanguard of the World Revo- 
lution, and Russia the spring of the future federation 
of European Soviet Republics, the main reservoir 
of —— power in the fight against the capitalist 

Russia, the Teacher of the Proletariat. 
History imposed upon the Russian proletariat the 

necessity of being the first to accomplish the 
proletarian revolution, and although it is younger 

and less experienced than the proletariat of other 
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countries, nevertheless, because it was the first to 
hoist the banner of revolution, the firet to carry it 
into effect, it had become the teacher of the prole- 
tariat of the world. It goes without saying that 
the word of the Russian proletariat is not the last 
word of the revolution, that the Russian proletariat 
will have much to learn from the proletariat of 
other, countries, when the latter will have taken up 
the fight against their“ ters; for the present, 
however, it has said the rst word from which the 
proletarians of other countries have to learn, and 
they hurry across land and sea to the Congress of 
the Communist International, and do not halt in 
the face of tremendous difficulties. Amongst the 
delegates of the Communist International there are 
comrades, who, upon their return from the First Con- 
gress, fell into the hands of the White Guards, 
sentenced to death, but miraculously made 
escape. There are amongst them workers, who, though 
not yet Communists, have overcome unheard 

Russian proletariat is , in order to 
what the Communist International can teach them. 
We are opposing the Communist International to 
the Second International: the Int of Ac- 
tion to the International of Phrases. 

Every delegate to the Communist Congress can prove 
by the experience of his own life, that in the midst 
of the old world now going under in madness, a 
new working class is rising, new leaders are being 
born, who are ready at any moment to lay down 
their life in the cause of the workers. 

Communist Influence Growing. 

We are firmly convinced that in this fight, the call 
of the European proletariat will be answered also 
by those workers on whom the ghosts of the Second 
International, the lackeys of the bourgeoisie, are pin- 
ning their faith. The, English and American en 
are taking their first step on the road to Revolu- 
tion, and they, too, are already in the grip of a 
wide fermentation, and their distrust of their leaders 
is growing. Equally the influence exercised upon 
them by Communism is growing. At the same Scar- 
borough Conference, which was addressed by Huys- 
mans, the workers have declared for the uncondi- 
tional liberation of India, Egypt and Ireland. What 
does this imply ? 
prehend that the policy of oppression, pursued by 
the ruling classes of England in the 8 is 
pregnant with the greatest misery for the Eng- 
lish workers, that it is drawing them into a new 
war, and will yet n —＋ 
and that it is driving to ion the ta 
the colonies, on which England is de t 
raw material and cereals. However, for the 
lish bourgeoisie to abandon the colonies would mean 
committing suicide, and it will never consent to 
such a course. The English workers will there- 

ee 

It implies that the workers com- 
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LYONS’ EMPLOYEES ON STRIKE.\Continued. 
man. After the afternoon dinner, nothing else is 
terved to the help—they may have à piece of bread 
though some restaurants are opened until late in 
the evening, others close at six or seven. Any deli- 
cacy needed must be paid for separately, and it can- 
not be obtained without special permission from the 

Naturally the girls, after their evening work is 
done, must buy food with their own money, and 
they put their weekly wage at the figure of about 
20s. There are tips, and these all go into a box, 
which is opened at the end of each month or fort- 
nightly. The girle get each abont 2s. 6d. at the 
highest; in some places it is as low as 7d. 

Strict Discipline. 
The discipline at Lyons’ is extremely severe. To 

afis. They are paid from 43 upwards, 
per day bonus, and better food than 

the file workers. The girls must always 
be very neat, their dresses are inspected, and they 
are often ordered to get new ones. The uniform 
costes 37s. 6d. They also wear a number provided 
by the Firm; this serves the purpose of reporting 
and recording. But the Firm has forbidden its 
employees to wear the button of the United Catering 
Trade Union, to which many of them belong. For 
wearing her button, Mrs. Sparkes, after 16 years’ 
service, was dismissed. On the 17th the Union called 
ite members out in a sympathetic strike, which Lyons 
and Oo. are, by using every weapon in their ar- 

Y, trying to break. The girls have shown a fine 
fighting spirit. Many of their fellow workers “have 

f to come out with them, and à few, growing 

faint-hearted have returned to work ; but there are 
still hundreds of them out. They have marched 
through the city, held several meetings, and a de- 
monstration at gar Square on Saturday after- 
noon. The firm has advertised in the Press for new 
hands at a minimum wage of 30s. per week. One of 

loying cards, which has come under our notice, 
17th inst., from 10-11, Piccadilly Mansions. 

carer, Miss —— 
rate 203.” ~ ‘ 

An old woman, after 17 years’ service, has been 

to train as Steam Hand, 
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a moment, smiling, and shaking her head at 
‘Now mind, I’m not coming in to tea!’ 

„„ was so much astonished, I just sat and 

but she’d gone scampering downstairs. 
„Another hour’s crying and nonsense 

Rene and Laura was too much for me, and I 
thought, after all, it was only sending them to 
school a few years earlier, and they’d soon get 
tired of it, anyway. So I washed their faces 
and brushed their hair, and let them run into the 
nursery school with a message: ‘Mother says 
we can come now.“ 

„After that, I felt very uncomfortable—every 
one else was working, and I had nothing to do. 
The children didn’t like coming home to meals, 
they kept running off to have their’s with the 
other chidren; the cleaners came in every morn- 
ing. I was still getting an allowance as a 
working housekeeper, but I felt I was getting 
it under false pretences, and I wondered whether 
it wouldn’t be stopped on that ground. 
One day, when a member of the House Com- 

mittee came to ask why I didn’t put out my 
basket of things for the mendery. I said that 
I'd done all my mending, but I'd help to mend 
some one else’s things in the mendery, if they’d 
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By TOM BARKER. 
According to communications just received from 

Buenos Aires, the Argentine ruling class are having 
another periodical attack of blue funk: In tha good 

ey seize all union officials upon whom 
hands, gaol them, and then seal up 

offices.  Working-class papers are sup- 
the editors thrown into gaol. During 
1919, the editors ok Bandera Roja ” 

Flag) w-workers Biondi Rosales 
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he whole of the 
in Buenos. " risoners in the National 

declared a hunger 

éderacién Obrera Maritima (Argentine Sea- 
is losing the strike against the power- 

Company, which has been on since 
of February. There are indications that 
ge cg the “ge sm — 

enth (Decimo * be 
— will be independent for a little while, net 

dications show that they will ultimately line up 
with the F. O. R. A. of the Fifth (Quinto and Comu- 

) Congress. * 

A big effort is now. being made by the Port 
Workers’ Federation to bring the Defensa section 
into the and to put an end to the squabbles 

been for several years the drawback ta 
88 of the Dutch 

F. O. R. A., 
Antwerp a «Tie 

e Chilean I.W.W. has now 

nd © as 
in the Navy. 

May, the Federal arrested fellow- 
. Pacheco, Eva Vivé, and closed 

ht, and fight hard, 
uncompromising and de- 

has been barbarously 
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WHY THE HUNGARIAN BOYCOTT 
FAILED. 

Le Populaire, of August 15th, has published corres- 
pondence from Vienna, which announces the lamen- 
table ending to the boycott of Hungary, which was 
raised just as the trial of the Hungarian People’s 
Commissaries is taking place. 

The Amsterdam Bureau of the Trades Union In- 
ternational had, as we know, ordered the boycott. 
It was incapable of making it effective. It was 
forced to raise‘ it. 

According to this correspondence, the failure of 
the boycott was due to two causes :— | 

Firat, the workers of the West were not unani- 
mous in carrying out the boycott. Secondly, a por- 
tion of the workers of Central Europe were not 
able to do it. We will add a third—not the least 
important—the failure of the Amsterdam International 
to obtain solidarity. 

The Terror Which Rages In Hungary. 
It was July 2let, 1919, don't forget it, when the 

terror which rages in Hungary could have been 
fought against. Holding back then means power- 
lessness now; is logical. 

Three Western countries had an important rdle 
to play in the boycott: Italy, England and Ger- 
many. The workers of Italy alone did their duty, 
especially the workers of Trieste. But the English 
and German workers, as Forstner (the most excel- 
lent organiser of the boycott and secretary of the 
Austrian transport workers), has just stated to the 
Council of the Austrian workers, did not carry 
out the boycott completely enough. The Danube 
could only be closed at Passau during the last few 
days. The railway stations on the Austrian frontier 
were blocked with wagons of coal, consigned to 
Hungary. 

The Admirable Austrian Effort. 
With regard to the workers of the States bor- 

dering on Hungary, the Austrian workers behaved 
splendidly. The Austrian workers, gnawed by famine, 
endured the lack of vegetables from Hungary, and 
their international duty exceeded their material in- 
terests of the moment. If thie boycott had only de- 
pended upon Austria, its success would have been 
assured. Some of the clerical employees wanted to 
| the boycott: their attempt failed because 
of the resistance of the Austrian workers. 

Unfortunately it was not so in Czecho-Siovakia, 
especially in that part of the Republic bordering up- 
on Hungary. Slovakia telegraphic communication with 
Vienna was stopped; it continued with Slovakia. 
It is true, it was specially due to the French officers 
enrolled in the Ozecho-Slovak army, who stopped at 
nothing to thwart the ; 

Pit props and salt, two articles the lack of which 
would have paralysed the whole of the economic 
life of Hungary, arrived in great quantities from 
Slovakia. The chief cause of this attitude of Slo- 
vakia was the bad organisation of the workers in 
this district. The 50 or 60 thousand organised work- 
ers in this small province belong to four kinds of 
Unions ; they are sectional from national and other 
reasons, which makes all concerted action impossible. 

The Jugo-Slav and Roumanian workers were not 
able to take an active part in the boycott, because 
they are under martial law. This was unimportant 
as regards Roumania, but it had dire consequences in 
Jugo-Slavia. The Jugo-Slav proletariat wanted to 
declare the boycott, but owing to the agreement 
existing between the Hungarian and  Jugo-Slav 
authorities, flour, Which was put on the train at 
Trieste for Vienna, and which had to go through 
Jugd-Slavia, was sent to Budapest, because the 
Trieste workers had refused all consignments to Buda- 
pest. 

Hungarian Anger. 
Hungary turned ite anger first of all against 

Austria, the 2 country which had carried out 
the boycott comple 
declared against Austria, and the issue of passporte 
was only restricted for journeys to Austria. 
What is the moral to be drawn from this failure? 

ropaganda. The Minister Benés declared 
the other day to the Czech Foreign Office Commission, 
that in France many people thought that Osecho- 
Slovakia was in Hungary, an observation. which he 
must have made when talking to iticians. How 
many of the workers amongst the Western proletariat 
have no conception of the reality of the Hungarian 
White Terror and of the international im ce of 
the Hungarian reaction?—‘‘La Vie Ouvriére,” August 
20th. lig Vit. Ube ht 

The Russian Soviet Government has intimated to 
the Hungarian Foreign Office that it will hold the 
ten Hungarian officers still in Russia, as hostages 
for the ten People's Commissaries, who are being tried 
at Budapest. They will suffer the same fate as 
that meted out to the Commissaries. 

GORKI REPLIES TO “THE TIMES.” 
The Communist International, No. 12, publishes a 

letter from Maxim Gorki to H. G. Wells, as fol- 
lows :— 

“On April 26th the Times published the ex- 
iences of an Englishman recently returned from 

ussia. Among other things, he relates that human 
fingers were swimming in the broth served in one 
of the communal kitchens of Petrograd. If this 
ghastly absurdity had been published in some ob- 
scure rag, whose object is to appeal to all the worst 
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instincts of the masses, I should not have paid any 
attention to the ravings of an embittered and certainly 
far from clever person, but as the Times saw fit to 
publish the story, I wish to inform you that the 
story is false. . . 

„Believe me, dear Wells, we Russians have not 
yet reached the stage of cannibalism, and it is my 
belief we shall not reach it, despite the endeavours 
of the highly civilised Western Powers to bring 
about conditions which would force the Russians to 
savagery and degeneration. 
“We are living in times when even the most 

erted and wicked imagination could not manu- 
acture a lie or a calumny which could be more aw- 
ful and more d g than the actual truth. One 
of these revolting truths is the hunting down of 
Russia—a country which is putting the whole of 
its creative into a social experiment of the 
greatest sig ce and importance to humanity at 
lar 4 

We Russians should have been left either to 
our own wisdom or to our own folly. In either 
case we would have provided Europe with an in- 
structive spectacle. However, Europe, as represented 
by Great Britain and France, ie endeavouring to 
strangle us. I do not think that Europe will suc- 
ceed in this, but it is just possible that her policy 
towards Russia will drive the Russians in the direc- 
tion of Asia. Do you not foresee in this possible 
union with the Asiatic nationalities a terrible 
threat to the culture of Europe? As far as I am 
concerned, this, question obsesses me like a night- 
mare. 

5 me in conclusion to say a few words 
about Lenin. It has been asserted in the Times that 
this man surrounds himself with Asiatic, semi-bar- 
baric splendour. This is a shameful fabrication. 
Lenin is devoid of any love of power. He is a 
puritan by nature and lives as simply and unpre- 
tentiously in the Kremlin as he did while an emigré 
in Paris. He is a big man and an honest man. His 
role in Russia is that of a colossal plough, which 
is indefatigably turning up a clogged and barren soil. 

Believe me, I do not shut my eyes to the 
negative manifestations produced by the war and 
the revolution, but at the same time I cannot help 
seeing within the Russian nation the birth of cre- 
ative will-power, which, step by step, transforms our 
st — oe active, 2 power. And to 
me the actual is the beginning all innings, as 
at the beginning there was action. 18 N 
With best 3 dear Wells, 

“I remain, yours etc., , 
„M. GORKI.” 

[People’s Russian Information Burean, 
152, Fleet Street, London, E. C. 4. 

IN THE LIBERATED POLISH TERRITORY. 
Berlin, August 17th.—Everywhere in the Polish re- 

gions occupied by the Red Army, it appears that it 
is only the fear of the Polish Schachta that 
compels the Polish workers to fight against Soviet 
Russia. Thus in the Smolensk territory, after a meet- 
ing in which 1,200 Polish prisoners of war took 
part, almost the whole of them joined the Bolshe- 
vik army. At military-revolutionary Councils, formed 
in many provinces, which had passed under the Rus- 
sian administration, they swore to obey at once every 
order of the new Polish Workers’ and Peasants’ 
Soviet. At Minsk, many hundreds of men asked 
to be sent immediately to the front; and they came 

in possession, The Polish proletariat recognised the 
Russians as their friends and saviours, and the Polish 
aristocracy as their mortal enemies. 

The Russians captured enormous quantities of raw 
material and machinery. The provision of raw ma- 
terial for the production sugar, geized in 
Vilna alone, was enough to provide work for six 
months in the local factories. At Bielostock, and in 
the industrial regions, the Polish troops, before aban- 

them, sabotaged some of the machinery in the 
locomotives, etc. They hid some of 
Red Army succeeded in discovering 
taking possession of them.—Avanti. 

Se > 

LUXURY FOR THE WORKERS. 
In a letter from Russia, G. M. Serrati, the editor 

of the Italian Socialist paper, Avanti, describes the 
villas in Petrograd, an island in the River Neva, 

i pee 

of air. pleasure re- 
sorts of the dissolute aristocracy and capitalists. They 
are surrounded with beautiful lawns, terraces and con- 
servatories, and are sumptuously decorated and fur- 
nished. In the entrance hall of one of them are 
magnificent tapestries, valued at 8, 000.000 francs. The 
men and women rest amidst the most splendid fux- 
ury, though formerly they lived as beasts of bur- 
den in the factories, They come in turns, as ar- 
ranged by the ion Committee, and they have 
about a month's holiday. They take the greatest 
care of this property, which has now become col- 
lective. “‘ Everywhene we went there was the great- 
est cleanliness, order and peace. All of them in 
their own rooms, or in the common rooms, dressed in 
their wor clothes, men and women, lived serene- 
ly in these on the divans, with the splendid 
pictures, mirrors, objects of art and luxury, as if 
they had always lived with them. I asked an old 
tobacco worker who had worked at the factory for 
forty years, How did you become accustomed to 
this life?” “Ah, comrade,” she replied, “when you 
are comfortable, you soon get accustomed to it!” 
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The Doctrine of Capitalist Force versus 
Workmen's Safety. 

For some time past there has been a dis- 

satisfaction among the men at Risca Collieries. This 
has been due to the accumulations of gas and a claim 
which was instituted for wages. It was agreed that 
an examination should be made by Mr. D. Edwards, 
the workmen’s examiner for the East Glamorgan dis- 
trict, but on presenting himself for the purpose, 
he was not allowed to act. ee 
Again at the Bedwas Collieries, where a dispute 

has been in existence over the question of root 
control, the management is fighting the men on the 
question of safety, i. e., the right of the workmen 
to determine what are safe conditions for them to 
work under. For twelve months this dispute has 
been going on, but we are no nearer a settlement. 
Caught between the capitalist boss and the compara- 
tive indifference of the Executive Council, the work- 
ers invariably get the worst of it. It has almost 
become impossible for any E. C. to take effective ac-. 
tion, because of the obsolete machinery of the Con- 
ciliation and Disputes Boards: they play the game 
for the boss, for an unnecessary amount of delay 
attaches to the setting of the ary in motion. 
A most hopeful sign of the times is the 

result A the Rhondda miners’ ballot—to take stop-days 
when summonses are issued against the men for 
stoppages. This is a spirit of revolt which must 
be fostered. At the Tredegar Collieries the summonses 
were answered by brass bands and ons, and 
the Court was held up to ridicule. Hail the day 
when the class-conscious working men will not only 
ridicule the parasites, but will sweep them out of 
existence 
During next month the South Wales Miners’ Con- 

ference will be beld, and resolutions will be voted 
upon to change some of the obsolete rules. It is 
time the unofficial elements were meeting to for- 
mulate a uniform policy for the Conference, if the 
forces of reaction are to be offset. All over the 
coal-fields, old and young men are eager to listen 
to our case, and at each meeting our point of view 
is acclaimed. 2 

— * 

MINERS’ DEMANDS. 
By J. T. WATKINS. 

The present policy of the Miners’ Federation, 
while exceedingly clever, shows a lack of knowledge 
of the essential facts or else these facts have been 
left out of account. Obsessed as they are with 
Nationalisation as a means for remedying all the ills 
of the mining ation, and in the hope of justi- 
fying all the air and money wasted on pro- 
paganda, their mertality is blurred to what are the 
only sound grounds for waging. this fight. 

The history of the M.F.G.B., like every other 
Trade Union, is one of compromise ; its com- 
position is its weakness, or, to put it paradoxically; : 
its greatness is its weakness. 

It is gor Bt of various coalfields, from Scotland 
to Kent South Wales, with outlooks and inter- 
ests as diverse as the , and a fundamental dif- 
ference in the cost of living. The only essential 
points on which unity has been made possible are: 
avoidable in the mining industry, and the 
need of uni action on matters relating thereto. 
This arises as a direct result from the capture of 
the Parliamentary machine by the capitalists, and the 
logic of the machine, namely, industrial growth and 
expansion, which makes possible the concentration 
of huge masses of workers, in very limited areas, 
and produces an atmosphere, or a sub-conscious feel- 
ing, that strength can only be gained by linking 
up with workers in kindred industries. From this 
Springs a class-consciousness, and our very weak- 
ness becomes our strength. 
_ Necessary points of difference to be dealt with 
in this article are those connected with the wage 
demand, and are as follows: 

Durham Coalfield: Here we find that house coal 
is part of the miner's wages, and on the surface 
he does not appear to pay for it. His rent is at 
a very low rate, never more than 4s. 6d. per week, 
the houses being owned by the colliery proprietors. 
What is true of Durham applies to most parts of 
Yorkshire and Northumberland. 

In Lancashire, we find that both the husband 
and wife are often w ners (no, wage-slaves, I 
mean), the women folk wor in the textile trade, 
and this contributes toward the upkeep of the home. 
What is true of Lancashire is also true of the 
Bristol Coalfield, with this addition: that, being in 
Close proximity to the agricultural areas, food-stuffa 
are cheaper. 

In the Forest of Dean we find a semi-industrial 
and agricultural area with large tracts of common 
land; this ig also the case in the 3 west 
of the South Wales Coalfield, namely Pembroke 
shire ; this accounts for the varying wage rates. 

In South Wales and Monmouthshire, we find that 
tents are higher than in almost any other part of 
the coalfields in the British Isles; we have to pay 
& varying sum for house coal, which makes a fun- 
damental difference in the cost of living. 
difference explains the various minimum wage awards 
under the - of 1912. In = to the dif- 

in cost of living, during the war the 
tendency was to unify demands, which tended to 
accentuate the difference in the real wages (pur- 
Chasing power) of those whose cost of living was low- 
er, and makes it possible for them to exist ona lower 
wage than in those coalfields where the cost of 
living is higher, This fact has never been taken 
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into account by our E. C. bosses, and they continue to 
maintain this difference in present wage de- 
mands. By thie very: Gileceines ‘we ese bow, enay 
it is for the capitalist boss 9 gry” the game of 
divide and conquer. First, our M.F.G.B. R. C., ob- 
sessed with the nationalisation stunt, makes a two- 
fold demand. Second, ite dual method of thinking, 
as shown in this cry of reducing the price of domes- 
tic coal by 14s.2d. ; dual, because it tries to separate 
the worker, as a worker, from himself as a consumer. 
Thirdly, the miners in one coalfield are prepared to 
accept „because of the difference in the cost of 
living. This was clearly manifested in our last bal- 
lot over the wages ion. 5 

If on this twofold d, the Government, should 
it choose, offers the miners the 2s. increase, it will 
then be able to play off the (so-called) public 
against us, on the false supposition that we are again 
trying to send up the cost of living. Then the 
Capitalist Press will pile on the agony. Point num- 
ber one for the master class. 

The miner will say: “ What care I for the price 
of domestic coal for this so-called public? I'll have 
the 2s. and damn the public, which will cause 
an effective split in the rank and file. Point num- 
ber two for the master class. 

Should they decide to take off the 14s. 84. om the 
domestic coal price, it would have the following 
effect: it will rob our E. C. of its big stunt, as it 
will give a momentary reduction in the cost of living 
to the domestic consumer, and create a division on 
this score. The miner will be bound to fight. With 
our E.C.’s big prop taken from under it, a division 
will begin to appear in the E.C. itself; thus 
playing the game for the master class. Secondly, 
this dual method of thinking is purely capitalistic 
in character. Who is this so-called public? Who 
is the consumer? Is it not the w man and 
his family? The workers are the mass of 
the consuming community, and they act always along 
the lines that their self-centred interest dic . 

of the home comforts in the most homely way.’ 
You can no more Separate them as workers and con- 
sumers, than you can separate their wages from 
their food bills. In a word: in their separation 
they are united, and in that unification lies the im- 
petus for action, when the contradiction between 
their wages and their pantry is so glaring, that no 
matter how ignorant they may appear, they must act 
to maintain life itself. This cry of public opin- 
ion is a false one, and is nothing more nor less than 
the cry of the Tory Press. Thus we see how once 
mare they play the game d the master class; by 
considering as a factor a non-existent matter. Clearly 
then, our friends are our most foes. 
Thirdly, owing to the varied wage rates and tha 
difference in the cost of living, whatever offer were 
made, compromise must follow as a sequence. No 
organisation can hope to carry to a successful issue 
on a divided plank a policy so involved as this one 
now before us as miners, Unity cannot be got 
along the lines suggested by the E.C. of the 
M.F.G.B. This endeavour to unite divided forces, 
without a concrete basis, is a waste of time and 
money, and is like chasing a will o' the wisp,” in 
the pretence that they are making these demands to 
absorb all the profits in the industry, and are trying 
to share the spoils between us as miners and the do- 
mestic coal consumers. 

To decrease the price of domestic coal ie to fight 
for a tise in the wages of other trade unionists, 
and so save their official oligarchy the trouble of 
going in for a further increase in wages; and some 
of them pose as the saviours of mankind, by flouting 
our action for striking, when production is 80 neces- 
sary for national security! . Never in the history 
of the working-class movement have we presented 
demands so of ibilities of defeat. If we win, 
it will be by accident, not by design; the tactics 
are the last word in compromise, and it will only 
be the utter ignorance of the Government and its 
blunderings that will save a débacle. 

Miners, the time is approaching when we shall have 
to take drastic measures to eneure our policy being 
framed by the rank and file ; for the Miners’ Federa- 
tion of Great Britain, with all its vaunted greatness, 
has failed to maintain the fodder standard of 1914; 
compared with other organisations it is far behind on 
this question. Our policy should ‘be a self-determin- 
ing one. Seeing that the cost of living varies, what- 
ever Scotland needs, the rest of the coalfield should 
fight for. What South Wales each part of 
the organisation should struggle to get for iteelf. 
Thus would our weakness become our strength, and 
class-consciousness be engendered. Without this basis, 
division and compromise is inevitable, and Capitalism 
is ensured a long lease of life. 

Fellow working miners, do not let us be carried 
away by names; do not let us be misled by nice 
phrases, because, while the master class holds power, 
the fight must be carried on without compromise, or 
toadying, having as a battle- cry: All wer to 
the working class and complete control of indus- 
tries by the workers themselyes.” 

— 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF SHOP-STEWARDS 
— 

A MASS MEETING 
of all Stewards and those interested will be held on 

SATURDAY, "AUG. 28th, 1920, at 3 p. m., 
in the Labour Exchange, Tavistock Street, Strand. 

Secretary: TOM WALSH, 

going to start a new paper.“ 
“Yes, and from what he says I understand ben 
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“ That's as be. 

However, about 
I'll read out a few extracts. 
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“ Er-gat-o-cra-cy. I thought you knew that.“ 
“No, It's new to me. What is it like when 

it's at home?” | 
“I thought you were a echolar. However, Im 

glad I am able to teach you something. It shows 
that you writers of comic articles who pretend to 
be so damn clever are a fraud. My idea is that 
you just write comic in order to hide your ignorance.” 

That's quite likely,” I remarked patiently. “But 
explicate.” 2 N 
The word is from ‘ ergato,’ workman, and ‘ cracy,' 
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All Members should make a special effort to see that our paper is of sale and posters displayed at local news 
agents, trade union branches, in the workshop and at all public meetings in their districts, 

COMMUNIST PARTY NOTES. 
New Branch: City of London. 

This branch was opened on Monday, August 16th, 
with a good nucleus of members, The Secretary is 
Comrade 8. Ginsberg, 28, East Road, City Road, 
N. 1. The branch meetings will be held at the 
International Socialist Club, and propaganda will be 
carried on mainly in Hoxton. The Group was formed 
on the true Communist basis that participation in 
Parliament, no matter for whatever ostensible reason, 
means assisting in the perpetuation of the chief 
function of that institution, which is to keep the 
workers divided.“ 

All local revolutionary Communists are requested 
to link up in this group for organised Communist 

propaganda. a 
New Brafich: Null. 

A new branch of the P was formed in Hull, 
commencing with a nucleus fifteen members, which 
is getting busy for Communism, digposing of 1 
“ Dreadnoughts ” wetkly, besides other literature. 
Will all unattached Communists in Hull communicate 
with the secretary of the new branch, Comrade F. 
Jackson, 62, Hawthorme Avenue, Hull. 

COMRADES |! * : 

In order that it may be possible to 
found a genuine, uncompromising Com- 
munist Party in Britain, all unattached 
groups of Communists have been invited 
to attend a Conference convened by the 
Communist Party—the DIRECT ACTION 

—to be held in Man- 
be 25th and 26th. 

mierence a success and, 
1 real, live Communist : 

Party—or call it whatever you will—an 
established fact, funds are urgently 
needed NOW. 

We ask for 1,000 Communists who will 
be willing to subscribe one shilling per 
week from when this meets the eye until 
the date of the Conference. Whatever 
the September Conference decides in the 
way of a Communist Party will be your 

munists in the country will have an effect 
in shaping revolutionary action. Make 

it your concern to provide the necessary 
4 wherewithal—in the shape of contributions 

—without delay, to :— 

PERCY WALLIS: Hon. Treasurer. 
18, Angel Road, Hammersmith, W.6. 

concern—a strong body of earnest Com- f 

Manchester. 
This branch reports that 59 Dreadnoughts were 

sold during the past week, and other literature to 
the value of 42 15s. Door-to-door campaigns took 
place on three rn last week at Openshaw, An- 
coats, and Salford. hat is the very best way to 

Communism, by going to talk with the work- 
ers in their homes, A good team of Reds working 
on these lines do more to educate their class than 
by confining themselves to the platform. All strength 
to the new tactics. Now that they have their new 
leaflets for distribution, we expect this work will 
go ahead. All unattached Manchester com- 
munists are asked to communicate with the Secretary, 

' Comrade Frank Elder, 36, Brunswick Road, Broad- 
heath, Cheshire. 

The sale of “ Dreadnoughts ‘ last week totalled 26. 
proletarians in Barking should get in- 

to touch with the local secretary, D. Roodzant, Glen- 
hurst, Ripple Road, Barking. It is organisation for 
Communism that counts. | 

Camberwell. 
Communist work parties have been 
the members on the Communist Saturday 

This new branch requires additions to 
to in the organised push for 

Two 
held b 

the Secretary, Miss A. L. Wylde Smith, 83, Clap- 
ham Road, 8.W.9. | 

Borough of London, S.E, 
Comrade A. Rook, 6, Borough Road, 8.E., desires 

to form a branch for his area, and has already 
a preliminary nucleus of members. Unattached Com- 
muniste in this proletarian area are asked to get 
into touch with him so that an inaugural meeting 
for a branch can be arranged. 5 

To Unattached Party Members. 
Comrades,—Communism and Sovietism require no- 

thing so much at this moment as the thorough or- 
ganisation of its propaganda. This is always done 
more efiectively through co-ordinated effort in nuclei 
or groups of members, which later develop into strong 
branches. Will all unattached members, therefore, 
in areas wheré a definite group does not exist, who 
are willing to assist in forming a group for Com- 
munism, communicate with me. The grewth of the 
pasty is regular and steady, but in place of thirty 
ranches, revolutionary Communism needs three hun- 

dred centres, and then three thousand. Will you 
help to form one of these? 

. 

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED. 
Donations to Communist Party Funds.—Mrs. Birch 

3s., Mr. Hod Is., Mr. Reason 2s,, J. Hill 1 
dollar, Exeter Guarantors 5s., Barking Guarantors 
5s., Camberwell Guarantors 6s. 
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(British Section of the Third International). 
Fellow Housecholders, We want to talk to you 

about Soviets. 3 
What is a Soviet? 

It is a Council of Workers’ Delegates. In the 
Soviet gystem, all workers will be grouped at the 
place where they work. Those who work in the 
home will be grouped’ where they live, and will 
form HOUSEHOLD SOVIETS. Those who work in 
the factory, mine, mill, ete., will be ped there, 
and will form INDUSTRIAL SOVIETS. Delegates 
from all these bodies will form DISTRICT SOVIETS, 
and so on. 13 8 

iy do We Want & 3? 
e eli tary en not based 

upon work; because Parliament represents the in- 
terests of the idle rich; because the Parliamentary 
machine is breaking down. WE WANT WORKERS’ 
RULE, workers’ administration. In the Soviet sys- 
tem, none but the workers will elect delegates to the 
Soviets, and these delegates can be recalled at any 
time. Non-workers have the Parliamentary vote, and, 
as you know, the votes of the non-workers really 
count much more than the votes of the workers. 
A member of Parliament is elected for many yemrs: 
Once elected, the electors have no control over him. 
You know that the Parliamentary machine is break- 
ing down, and that widespread disorder will result 
unless the workers have a new gystem to replace it. 

| What is the Communist Party? 
It is d party formed by workers, to prepare for 

working-class. rule, by means of the Soviet system. 
By that system, we shall be able to secure WORK- 
ING CLASS SOLIDARITY, to organise the workers 
as a Class against the oppression of the ruling class. 
The Communist Party aims at a new order of society, 
one in which the workers will have complete control, 
in which all men and women will have an equal 
chance, in which poverty and hunger will be un- 
known. 

Will You Talk If Over? 
A member of the local branch will be glad to 

visit you, in order to explain our ideas, and to 
hear your views. We want 

All Power to the Workers. No Power to the Idlers. 
WE think the only way to get these things is 

by the Soviet system. We want YOU to think the 
same. Let us talk it over. 

: Branch Address: 

(Here follows e of Branch Secretary). 

Copies of the above can be obtaineed at 15s. per 
1,000 from the Manager, 10, Wine Office Court, Fleet 
Street, London, E. C. 4. 
— 
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HANDS OFF RUSSIA 
DEMONSTRATION. 

IN 

VICTORIA PARK. 
Sunday, September 5th, at 4 p.m. 

For Speakers, see next week’s Dreadnought. 
— ~~” 

The DREADNOUGHT ” OFFICE has a few back 
numbers of the paper. Comrades willing to dis- 
tribute these in the workshop, etc., should apply 
to the Dreadnought Office, 152, Fleet Street. 

Printed at the da Press (T.U.), 10, Wine 
Office Court, London, E.C.4, and Published 1 the 
Communist Party at 152, Fleet Street, London. E. C. 4. 
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