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divided. The capitalism which controls Entent
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The contradiction, then, is this: capitalistic 
profits demand that the world be united; capi- 
talistic monopoly (the monopoly of any one na-

tries. . An electrical apparatus factory needs
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BRITAIN STILL SUPPORTING SOVIET ENEMIES
MUNITIONS SHIPPED FROM LIVERPOOL!

A Liverpool correspondent writes :—
For some time past, in fact, throughout the 

winter, a ship has been laid up in Liverpool, 
she had a crew of sailors from the Baltic pro- 
vinces of Russia, and was chartered under the 
British Ministry of Shipping; She was a store 
ship running to Archangel. We have been in 
touch with the crew for some time, and met 
them regularly until about ten days ago, when 
they disappeared. On Monday, 12th January, 
one of the crew, who spoke English, came up 
to us in a very excitable state. It appears that 
this ship and another (the Beothis and Belle 
Adventure) have been transferred to the Russian 
Ministry of Shipping (part of the White Gov-

The LABOUR PARTY
ON INTERVENTION.

Mr. Henderson has issued a statement to 
the Press in which he says that the Labour 
Party hasnever failed” to protest against the 
intervention in Russia.

Unfortunately, that is not true; if the Labour 
Party had made a vigorous protest at the outset: 
if it had shown that it was prepared to take the 
sort of action against the intervention which 

it has again and again declared the German 
"workers ought to have taken against the war 
with the Allies, perhaps the intervention would 
have been nipped in the bud.

When the intervention began George Barnes 
was representing the Labour Party in the Cab­
inet, Clynes was Assistant Food Minister, and 
several Labour Party men held posts in the 
tovernment. The Labour Party made no pro­
test in those days.

At the first conference of the re-constructed 
Labour Party in J une, 1918, we remember mov- 
ing to bring the Labour men out of the Gov- 
emnment, and pointing out that Prince Arthur 
of Connaught was then in Japan, arranging, 
on behalf of the British Government, for the 
invasion of Siberia by Japan. The Chairman 
of the Labour Conference, Mr. Purdy, literally 
shouted us down again and again, saying that 
we were out of order, although obviously the 
Government’s foreign policy was a question to 
be considered in connection with the proposal 
before the conference to end the political truce. 
We remember warning the Labour Party that if 
its representatives remained in the Government, 
they would be held responsible for the Russian 
invasion,and to-day they cannot shift their 
share of the responsibility for the inception of 
that crime.

How was it that Mr. Henderson failed to 
support us in our protest in June, 1918? How 
was it that instead he supported the retention 
of the Labour Members in the Government that 
was beginning the new war? How was it that he 
and all the Labour Tenders failed to protest, 
when, shortly afterwards, it was made known 
that the British Government and its Allies had 
invaded Russia on the Murman coast? The 
reason is clear; they were not opposed to an 
teryention that would crush the Soviets.
At that same Labour Party Conference Keren- 

Air' who had come from Russia to appeal for 
ied military intervention against the Soviets, 
"as invited by Henderson to address the con-

Continued on next page.

ernment), and this necessitates the crew sign- 
ing a new contract coming under new owners. 
The sailors refused, because they would be 
obliged to sail for Archangel, and they wished 
to go back to their homes in Esthonia, Latvia, 
etc..

"They were threatened with imprisonment, 
and were, as a matter of fact, confined to the 
ship, and left without food for eight days, their 
payand. subsistence being discontinued because 
they were not actually in the employ of the 
ship’s owners, the Russian Ministry of Ship- 
ping. The intention seems to have been to pro- 
voke the crew to violence, when they could 
have been arrested and deported as Bolsheviks.
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IN SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE
BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.

Communism is for the moment stopped on 
the Bessarabian border. But all the territory 
lying south and west of this line—Roumania, 
Bulgaria, Jugo-Slavia, Hungary, and German 
Austria—is in a state of economic collapse as a 
result of the inherent contradictions of capital- 
ism. Poland, Czecko-Slovakia, and Italy are 
in a more or less simil ar state. Unless capital­
ism can overcome one or the other of its contra- 
dictions, Communism must surely come over all 
this territory, to save it from such a dissolution 
as overtook the Roman Empire in the fifth cen- 
tury.

Capitalism has been seeking in this part of 
the world—which is economically the most de­
solated of all Europe-two things: to produce 
for profit, and to attain monopoly by strangling 

its rivals. Now to the capitalism of the Entente 
countries, which is momentarily controlling the 
situation, these two tendencies take the follow- 
ing forms: to maintain the capitalistic regime 
in each1 of these south- western countries, so 
that it may attain ever larger production and 
larger profit; and to keep each possible rival 
in a state of weakness or subjection. The last, 
is particularly the policy of France, who aspires 
to the hegemony of the European continent, 
just as. she did a century ago and two centuries 
ago. But France, being now too weak to main- 
tain her hegaonie position by military force, 
seeks to maintain it by keeping all her rivals _ _________ ( _poly v. vue uc- 
small, divided, weak and jealous. Thus, to off-, tional capitalism) demands that the world be 
set Germany she creates an imperialistic Po- divided. The capitalism which controls Entente 
land. To offset Italy she creates an imperial policies has as yet found no way out of this di- 
istie Jugo-Slavia. She refuses to permit Ger-_______________“

‘The men still refuse to sign, and have 
claimed repatriation. They are told they will be 
repatriated in due course when shipping is avail- 
able. The interpreter has discovered that the 
captain, a Lett, was to receive a bonus of $100 
if he got the crew signed on. The men had an 
idea that if they went with the ship they would 
be going inevitably to their death as they are 
Radical, or Red, by conviction. The "Beothic” 
and "Belle Adventure” are moored in mid- 
stream, and are taking cargo mid-stream—- 
store, explosives, and munitions. They sailed on 
Wednesday. The crew shipped aboard is a 
scratch Russian crew from the various white 
Russian Missions which are left from the Great 
War, and very likely some coloured seamen.”

The original crew has been left behind in 
England to await "repatriation.”

Order Now

man Austria to join with Germany. At the same 
time she creates a Czecko-Slovakia to offset Po- 
land, in case this country should become too 
strong. But lest Czecko-Slovakia should be too 
weak for its task, she fosters an alliance be 
tween it and Austria. All these countries are to 
be united against Bolshevik Russia, but each is 
to prevent the other from becoming unduly 
strong. Particularly she fears any great eco- 
nomic combination which could monopolize the 
natural resources and industry of this part of 
the world.

/ But now it happens that great economic com- 
bination is exactly the thing that capitalism 
needs to maintain itself in a going condition. 
The greater the surplus product, the more 
highly organised the industrial life must be. 
And the more highly organised industrial life 
is, the greater its dependence on other coun.

coal from one part of the world, steel from an- 
other, copper from another, platinum from an- 
other, and rubber from another. If any one of 
these materials is stopped, the whole factory 
must cease work. Only by steady economic 
arrangement between many countries can this 
production be maintained in a flourishing con­
dition.
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IN SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE. 
Continued from front Page. 

Hungary.
The muddle is perfectly illustrated in Hun­

gary. France is desperately eager to maintain 
the capitalistic system erect in Hungary. But 
France fears that Hungary may become a strong 
rival state, the nucleus of a new Austro-Hun- 
garian monarchy. So it attempts to weaken 
Hungary by drawing a new map. It gives Sun- 
gary s best grainland to J ugo-Slavia. ' Hence, 
Hungary, which can no longer wholly support 
itself by agriculture, must manufacture. But 
then i rance gives Hungary’s best raw materials 
to other countries. She gives the best coal lands 
to Czecko-Slo vakia, the best timber lands to 
Roumania, the minerals to one country or an- 
other. Now each of these countries has its own 
little national capitalism to nourish. So Czecko- 
Slovakia refuses to give Hungary coal; Rou- 
mania refuses to give her timber. And Hun- 
gary, not being able to manufacture, cannot 
buy these things. Neither can she buy food for 
her people. Hence, when there is not enough to 
go round, the Hungarian people must instal a 
Communist regime to ration what there is. Then 
the Entente sends the Roumanian armies in to 
overthrow the Communists, and the dismal 
story starts all over again.

Each of these little national capitalisms seeks 
to strangle its rival, and hence refuses to send 
to rival countries the raw materials it possesses. 
But each seeks to produce for profit, and hence 
tries to annex by force the raw materials of the 
rival countries. Thus, Poland recently con­
quered the oil wells of Ukrainia, and Roumania 
stole the railroad equipment of Hungary. Thus 
all these countries, including Italy, limp along 
on one economic leg. If their capitalisms be- 
«®me too strong, they lead to imperialism; if 
too weak, they lead to dissolution and Bolshe­
vism. Capitalism cannot solve the situation, 
because capitalism cannot deny its own nature.

In Hungary, the capitalistic regime is being 
maintained at the point of the sword. Or rather, 
a nominally capitalistic government, for pro- 
duction in Hungary is virtually at a standstill. 
The present coalition government was dictated 
by Sir George Clerk, representing the Entente, 
who stipulated that Social-Democrats should be 
included in the cabinet. But the real power lies 
in the reactionary army of Horthy, which im- 
prisons, beats, and assassinates citizens at will, 
commits or protects wholesale destruction of 
property, and maintains a white terror through- 
out the land. According to the latest reports 
which reach here, the population as a whole 
thoroughly hates Horthy and the ‘coalition’ 
severnment that shields him. Undoubtedly the 
people would rise against it, if they did not know 
that such a move would mean a new blockade 
by the Entente, like that which starved them 
last spring. The Communist current is strong, 
but the Communist movement is too disorgan- 
ised, because of exile, assassination and terro- 
ism, to take the reins at any early date. What 
may come, however, is a condition of general 
In wlessness, the anarchy of desperation, in 
which each man robs for himself, and which the 
foreign Press will doubtless call Bolshevism. ‘ ‘

VIENNA.
The situation in German Austria is desperate 

from everyone's point of view. Vienna, with 
two and a half million inhabitants, is in a coun- 
bry which contains a total of only eight millions. 
Vienna’s whole reason for existence has eeased. 
The country cannot support the city. The city 
cannot pay the country for its grain, or foreign 
nations for its imports, because it is in a state of 
virtual blockade, and because n was never an 
industrial city, but a bureaucratic one. The 
Entente cannot decide what to do about Austria. 
Is will not let the country join with Germany, 
for fear of increasing the Teuton power. It will 
not let it build itself up on an independent in- 
dustrial basis, for fear it may give the impetus 
to a new Austrian empire. It will not give Aus­
trian capitalism a chance to live; but threatens 
starvation if it should die. As a result, the 
suffering in Vienna this winter has been terrible. 
Men cutting up dead horses on the streets for 
feed, women breaking up their furniture for 

firewood, have been common sights in Vienna. 
The city is kept on the thin line of starvation by 
doles of grain and coal from the Entente, but 
these may cease at any time.

• The Social-Democrats fear to take any definite 
step, and the people still fear to follow the 
growing Communist party, led by Dr. Fried, 
iaender. For the people have the terrible ex- 
ample of Hungary s famine still in their me- 
mories. What is still more effective, the low 
morale of the people seems to preclude any vig- • 
orous action; The soul can starve along with 
the body. If things continue to get worse in 
Austria, the next step will not be Communism, 
w ith its stern discipline and efficient centralisa- 
tion, but a social chaos, with each man stealing 
what he can lay his hands on to feed or warm 
himself. The hope that the Social-Democrats ’ 
under the leadership of Fritz Adler, will adopt 
a revolutionary attitude, has completely van- 
ished. The one encouraging feature of the situ­
ation is the continued existence of the Workers ‘ 
and Soldiers’ Councils. These still retain a large 
measure of their original authority, and realise 
a large share of the effective administration of 
the country, and completely dominate the 
militia, or VGikswehr. Though they are con­
trolled by Social-Democratic policy, they are 
by no means party organs, and may adopt a 
Communist policy at any time, as the Soviets 
did in Russia after the Kornilof affair. On the 
other hand, the counter-revolutionists have been 
using the past year to stir up the peasants to 
a frenzy of hatred against Communism. Hence, 
a Vienna revolution would be starved within a 
week by the farm workers, unless adjacent 
countries had in the meantime become Com- 
munist and could come to the city’s aid.

BULGARIA.

Bulgaria is in much the same situation, ex­
cept in the matter of morale. The country is 
in a state of semi-blockade and economic ruin, 
similar to that of Hungary to-day. But the 
Communist movement here is stronger than in 
any other Balkan land. The autumn elections, 
it will be remembered, gave to the Communist 
party (the "narrow Social-Democrate” now 
allied with the Moscow International) 47 seats 
in the parliament, out of 240. The moderate 
Social-Democrats gained only 39 seats. The 
peasant party gained nearly 90 seats, and for­
mally took over the government, with Stambou- 
liski at its head. But already this party is dis­
credited. It staked its policy, as Karoly in Hun- 
gary did his, on the theory that the Entente 
would be generous to an anti-German regime. 
The Entente has given Bulgaria the kind of 
disastrous peace it gave to Hungary. The out­
come will probably be the same. The political 
trend is shown by the recent Municipal elec- 
tions, in which the Communist party defeated 
all its rivals, including the moderate Socialists, 
nearly everywhere. In the meantime, Bulgarian 
money, like Austrian, is fast becoming value­
less. Bulgarian capitalism cannot purchase the 
materials it needs in foreign lands, and is starv-

LABOUR PARTY ON INTERVENTION.
Continued from front page.

ference, and there voiced his infamous plea, 
amidst the plaudits of the British Labour offi­
cials.

Later on, in September, 1918, came the “In- 
ter-Allied Labour and Socialist Conference.”. 
It was packed by the British Labour Party, 
which, in organising it, had given itself a clear 
majority of votes over all the other national 
sections combined, and the British Labour 
Party cannot escape the main responsibility for 
the resolution on Russia, which was adopted by 
that Conference. This resolution stated that the 
intervention, which it described as an effort of 
the Allies to assist the Russian people, ” must 
be influenced by the desire "to preserve liberty 
and democracy.” . Thus, the intern Allied La- 
bout and Socialist, or, more correctly, “Social- 
patriotic” Conference, set the seal of its ap- 
prov al on the Russian Intervention.
. All this time Henderson was making most 
bitterly vindicative and untruthful speeches 
against the Soviets. Ramsay MacDonald, in 
the Labour Leader, also" stated, at one time. 

ing to death. Prices are rising, and discontent 
is growing. Reports received nere indicate that 
the situation is of a revolutionary character 
But readers should receive reports of an actual 
revolution in Bulgaria with reserve. The Bu. 
garians, too, fear a complete blockade. On the 
other hand, it may be taken for certain that if 
any adjacent country were to turn Communist 
Bulgaria would follow within a fortnight. ’

KOUMANIA.
It is very different, however, with the neigh, 

bouring states of Koumania and J ugo-Slavia 
Different, at least, in point of externals. Rou. 
mania, an old feudal country, has perhaps the 
most unjust land distribution in all Europe, and 
hence rejoices in a down-trodden peasantry and 
a desperate proletariat. But for the present 
Koumania is held in terror by the army, and 
the lower middle classes, under the spell of 
military victory, are supporting the reactionary 
regime. Koumania’s present position is further 
strengthened by the tact that she isnon -indus. 
trial and agriculturally self-supporting, and 
stands in relatively little need of the outside 
world. On the other hand, she lies next to Soviet 
Russia, and her soil is over-ripe for Communism. 
When the psychological moment arrives, Rou. 
mania may be expected to turn Communist with
a bang. J ugo-Slavia.

J ugo-Slavia is relatively little advanced in 1 
the direction of Communism. Indeed, even 
bourgeois Republicanism is scarcely represented 
in the Parliament. This nation, which, like 
Uzecko- Slovakia, lies under the special protec. 
tion of France, has not been permitted to ap- 
proach economic dissolution. Nationalist feel- 
ings are being kept alive by the rivalry with 
Italy and the possibility of an Italian war. It 
IS hardly possible as yet to speak of a strong 
Communist trend.

GREECE.
In Greece, which is pursuing a lively Asiatic 

imperialism of her own, the Socialist movement 
is just emerging froma vicious campaign of re­
pression and reaction carried out by the Veni­
zelos government.

The situation, then, is not one to lead Com­
munists to hope for a decisive revolution in the 
near future. The Entente has accomplished 
something, for the moment, with the terrible 
example it made of Hungary. But the En­
tente has utterly failed to achieve the resusci­
tation of capitalism. Every month carries these 
-countries more hopelessly toward bankruptcy, 
high prices and economic breakdown.

In the meantime, the example of triumphant 
Soviet Russia is teaching its lesson to the 
workers of all these lands. At present, with 
militarism still all-powerful, it is scarcely pos­
sible for any one of these countries to become 
Communist independently of the others. But 
unless the capitalism of the Entente can find a 
way to overcome its inherent contradictions. 
Communism must take up the reins. And when 
it comes again to this part of the world, it will 
probably come with a rush.

that the Allied intervention in Russia to estab­
lish a centrist government would not be an un- 
mixed evil.

Now that the Russian Workers’ Soviets have 
falsified all predictions by maintaining them- 
selves against every kind of attack, and are 
obviously growing stronger every day; now that 
Allied Generals and diplomatic representatives, 

1 and other-respectable bourgeois people, have 
taken up the defence of Soviet Russia; now 
that bye-elections are being contested; now 
that a General Election in Britain is thought to 
be approaching; now it seems that the Russian 
intervention may prove a good stick with which 
tobeat the Government. Therefore, the oppor- 
tunists who have so long misled the Labour 
Party endeavour to. climb into power by pre- 

' tending that they opposed intervention from the 
first.

Even how these poltroons are not protesting 
to organise action to stop the intervention : they 
merely try to snatch electoral successes by a 

i pretended opposition to it.
We hope that the workers will not be gulled 

by such pretences, but will drive these sosa 
from office:

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY
THE ARMENIAN ATROCITIES FILM.

We hope that no one witnessing the so-called 
I "Armenian Atrocities" film at the Albert Hall, 
I London, will be so mistaken as to imagine that 
I it represents anything more genuine than the 
I adventures of Charlie Chaplin. It is just the 
I work of a number of actors and artists under 
I the clever direction of one of those modern film 
I producers who have already wrought so many 
I marvels of illusion.

But what is the object of this film? It is 
I produced by the Society for the League of 
| Nations under the ominous presidency of that 
I quartet of war-makers—Viscount Grey and 
I Messrs. Lloyd George, Balfour and Asquith. 
I The League of Nations is represented by its 
I sponsors, as a sort of factory of international 
I good will; but the real purpose of the League 
| of Nations is to secure the predominent power 
I in world exploitation to the Allied capitalists, 
I and, above all, to fight the international Com- 
I mist movement of the working class.
I Needless to say, this "Armenian Atrocity" 

film is not produced in order to promote good 
will amongst the peoples! Its object is to

I blacken still further the reputation of the Turk 
I because, now that he is conquered, the Allied 

capitallists, wish to divide the greater part of
I his country amongst themselves. To accomplish 
I the complete dismemberment of Turkey, it may 

be n ecessary to call on the Allied working
I people to provide still more men and money. 
I "Public opinion" is th erefore being ‘ ‘ prepared ’ ’ 
I to meet all eventualities.
I The production of the "Armenian Atrocity ” 
I film at the Albert Hall is. in short, a public 
I scandal and a disgrace to the nation.
I We are glad to see that for once Scotland 
I Yard agrees with us in this!
I Does the Labour Party still believe that it 
I has a duty to help the Government in propa- 
cna for the League of Nations?

I THE IRISH MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

I SINN FEIN versus Labour.

I The Trish Municipal elections which have 
been carried out by proportional representation 
have yielded some important information. They

I show that whilst Sinn Fein still has the sup- 
I port of a larger proportion of voters than any 
I utlier party in Nationalist Ireland, it does not 

Possess a clear majority over all other parties. 
Has the influence of the Sinn Fein organisation 
waned, or do the voters consider its policy less 
applicable to Municipal than to Parliamen- 

ilary affairs? In Ulster, on the other hand, we 
have the important fact brought out that the 
supporters of Unionism are in a minority of 6 
t the Nationalist parties, yet Ulster’s alleged 
great opposition to Irish Independence is used 

the principal argument for maintaining the
Union. - •

In Nationalist Ireland the Labour Party has 
■ secured the second place on the poll with 324 

atsto Sinn Feins, 422; in Ulster Labour has
third place. In Nationalist Ireland Sinn 

I rein and Labour can together control all the 
I councils. Sum Fein and Labour are both out to 
‘ore the British Parliament, and to make 
the local bodies and the Irish Parliament the 
‘ring force in Ireland. The police remain 
‘der British control, and Britain maintains a

I age army of occupation in Ireland; neverthe- 
T8s, some very remarkable developments might 

take place in Ireland; developments which 
lead to a more serious popular struggle 

the Imperial Government than has yet
Iwitnessed. But Sinn Fein is not out for 
"aisation, and the Irish Labour Party has 
■ altogether freed itself from reformism. 
■ erefore, we must not look for very startling 

topments. The fact that the local elections
. v placed Sinn Fein and Labour, as two not 

far from equal rivals, in control of the local 
ides will greatly clarify the position in Ire- 
I ■ The essential difference between the 
sely national policy of Sinn Fein, and the

■ Cy of the working class gradually awaking
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to consciousness, will become apparent to all, 
and will greatly accelerate the development of 
Communism in Ireland.

LABOUR (MIS) LEADERS.
, J. R. Clynes, M.P., at Ashton-under-Lyne, on 
January, 17th. said: "Labour would have made 
peace with Russia 18 months ago.” That is a 
strange thing to say; he ought to have said: 
"Labour would never have broken the peace with 
Russia,"’ but the Labour Party had representatives 
in the Government when the British attack on 
Soviet Russia began; evidently the Labour repre- 
sentatives raised no objection. Clynes made 
another curious observation: "What folly it was to 
have this partial intervention!" Does that mean 
that Clynes would have approved a full interven­
tion; let Clynes explain himself.

Robert Wiliams, at Tonbridge, on January 18th, 
said the miners will take drastic action and per- 
haps promote a general strike if the Government 
does not. heed their demands. Will he move a 
general strike resolution at the Trades Union Con­
gress in February? Or shall we see him supporting 
the usual do-nothing bluff?

J. H. Thomas, at Liverpool, on January 18th, 
replied to the oft-repeated taunt that he is deter­
mined never to lead a strike, saving that it is a 
sounder policy to go for a principle that will 
reduce the cost of living than for increases of pay. 
No doubt Mr. Thomas is right, but if a strike is 
proposed ■to- secure the reduction in the cost of 
living, either by nationalisation or socialisation, 
by regulation of prices and profits, by Government 
subsidies or by any other possible expedient, Mr. 
Thomas will reply that this is a political question 
and that the strike weapon must not be used in 
connection with it.

It seems fairly evident that Mr. Thomas has 
fallen in with the view of the Government and 
the capitalists in general that strikes by the rail­
way workers are not justifiable, because they inter- 
fere with the organisation of the community as a

SOVIET RUSSIA.
SOVIET KINDERGARTENS.

"Under the Czar’s regime the education of child- 
ren under school age was practically non-existent 
in Russia; only a few large towns in addition to 
the two capitals could boast of Kindergartens for 
the children of the well-to-do.

"The Commissariat of Public Instruction took the 
question of infant instruction in hand, and the first 
year was spent on preparatory work: important 
results came later. The budget of the first half- 
yearly term in 1919 amounted to 120,000.000 roubles 
(nominal value of rouble about 2/-). and of the se- 
cond term to 330,000,000 roubles; this, however, is 
not considered sufficient. The investigations in 23 
provinces out of 33 show that we have at the pre­
sent time 1,021 Kindergartens. 7 homes, 375 open- 
air schools, and 2 colonies. These establishments 
cater for 180,315 children. This number is. of 
course, comparatively small when one realises that 
there are several millions of children under school 
age. Moreover, it is impossible at present to supply 
more detailed statistics, but it must be admitted 
that what has been accomplished is a great step 
forward compared with the past.

"Up to date, the Supreme Council of National 
Economy has supplied this pre-scolastic section of the Commissariat with 4,740,000 arshins (an arshin 
is about three-quarters of a yard) of materials. 
370,000 reels of thread, and 300,000 pairs of stock- 
ings. This shows that the six months’ clothing 

• allowance for each child consists of 6} arshins of 
material, and 3 pairs of stockings.

"According to its original plan, the pre-scholastic 
section has paid more attention to model gardens 
than to ordinary kindergartens. However, the 
needs of the population are forcing us to extend 
our work. While not abandoning the idea of model 
gardens as centres, the pre-scholastic section is 
opening hundreds of new and more primitive Kin 
dergartens of a provisional character. The pea­
sants are very enthusiastic about these kindergar­
tens. In many cases they open them at their own 
expense, and only come to us for headmistresses. 
The staffs whom we train at our provincial and 
central classes are far more devoted to the Soviet 
Government than the former teaching staffs. The 
Government intends to continue to develop this work 
without stint of energy or resources, for the children 
between the ages of 3 and 8 (which we call the pre- 
scholastic age), are at that stage when personality 
is formed, and it is precisely at that period that we 
want to instil into them the foundation of Socialist 
principles.".

LUNATOHARSKI,
• Commissary of Public Instruction

Nole.—Four Russian “Trade Unionists” are 
holding meetings in various districts against the 
Soviet Government under the auspices of the Peo- 
ple’s League. Bureau publications should be on 

whole. Mr. Thomas said that a strike would have 
been “disastrous to the railwaymen and ruineus to 
the country." There is no doubt that this is the 
view he will put forward whenever there is the 
possibility of a railway strike.
- But what do the railway workers think of this? 
Is it not time for them to discard the leadership 
of J. H. Thomas?

J. T. Brownlie chairman of the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers, on January 17th, said : “The 
workers must be prepared, if necessary, to work 
on under conditions which thev could never accept 
otherwise and which might involve hardship so that 
they might take their part in removing the evils 
which have arisen from still greater injustice in 
other parts of Europe.”

This is strange doctrine to come from the elected 
representative of intelligent working men. The 
way V to benefit the oppressed workers in 1 other
countries is not to submit to oppressive economic 
conditions here, but ’
of world oppression, 
establish Communism

to overturn that instrument 
the capitalist system, and to 
and the Soviets in Britain.

THE EVENING NEWS1 MAN’S RUSSIAN
FANTASIE.

The warning not to put faith in “travellers’ 
tales" is one that we must commend to any of our 
readers who mav read the funny Russian story of 
"Piermarini." which is apnearing in the Evening 
News: Arthur Ransome. Philips Price. Dr Riek- 
man, Reynolds Ball. Professor Goode. Douglas 
Young, Colonel Malone, Captain Sadoul. and the 
others who have testified for the Soviets, had much 
to lose br so doing: “Piermarini” is riving the 
Evening Neis the story it expects of him, and no 
donht he is well paid for it. We wonder whether 
"Piermarini" has the courage to call at our editorial 
office for cross-examination

ANOTHER INTEREST.
The Austrian Laend-rbank is being talen over n= 

a French concern. That means the creation of a 
strong French interest against a Communist Rev. 
Intion in Austria. This bank operates in Czeche- 
Slovakia. Roumania and parts of the Old Monarchy.

sale at such meetings: to help us in this kindly 
tell us when they are speaking in your district.

(People’s Russian Information Bureau.)

ANTI-BOLSHEVIK CAMPAIGN.
A comrade in Ashton-under-Lyne writes:— 

"Dear Comrade,—Much comment was caused 
in Ashton-under-Lyne by the appearance on the 
hoardings of posters announcing the visit of 
four escaped Russian Labour Leaders (?), their 

. object being, in the words of a local liberal or­
gan (The Ashton Reporter) “to tell the Lanca 
shire workman some truths about Bolshevism.” 
Two evening mass meetings were arranged in 
the Co-operative Hall, one on the Friday (2nd), 
the other on the Sunday (4th).

As it so happens that both Manchester and 
Ashton-under-Lyne have well organised local 
H.O.R. Committees, also the National Commit­
tee of the above movement is situated midway 
between Ashton and Manchester.

I attended both meetings at Ashton -under- 
Lyne, and the fact that both concluded with 
singing the "Red Flag" and three cheers for 
Lenin and Trotsky, augurs well for the future. 
On each occasion the platform was captured, 
and had it not been for the electric switches 
being in the hands of the enemy, the meeting 
on Sunday night would have been continued, 
for most of the packed audience remained seated 
until complete darkness prevented further pro­
cedure. However, a huge overflow meeting was 
held outside the building, when questions were 
asked. Speeches were delivered by Comrade 
Roberts, of the Openshaw B.S.P., and Comrade 
Webb, of the W.S.F.

Our message to the workers throughout the 
country is as follows:—

Follow these Russian counter-revolutionists 
wherever they go, harass them with all means 
at your disposal. Dispense with all the nicities 
of formal democracy.”

A Member of the Manchester COUNcII 
of the N.U.R.

t

04
A NEW MOVE.

At the request of the Powers; Roumania has con­
sented to give asylum to refugees from Denikin’s 
forces and to provide hutments for them. 
Roumania is doubtless to be used as a new training 
ground for anti-Bolshevik forces.

st
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PEACE WITH RUSSIA?
The Allied decision, to 

the Russian Co-operatives 
with very great reserve.

allow trade with 
must be received 
This move may 

are finding theindicate that the Allies - - — 
task of crushing the Soviets too great TIT 
them, and the need for grain, timber, oil, 
and other raw material from Russia, too 
serious to be denied; or this may be a 
mere pretence to betray the Communists 
into slackening their war effort and dis- 
bandingthe Red army to engage in peace
fol work.

The growing -opposition of the Allied 
working class, and the cost of hostilities 
are factors in the situation.

It must not be forgotten that the Gov­
ernment has repeatedly deceived the people 
of this country in regard to previous war 
commitments, and international. bargains, 
and that its statements on Russia have all 
been full of deception. To stave off action by 
Labour, or to win an election, this Govern; 
ment has shown, again and again, that it 
will not scruple to toll lie upon lie.. "

A large proportion of the Russian Co 
operatives was at first strongly opposed to 
the Soviets and to Communism. Consider 
the personnel of the Co-operatives in this 
country, and you will have no difficulty in 
realising that a large proportion of the Co- 
operatives here will also hang back from 
anything revolutionary or new, when the 
great upheaval comes in Britain.

They may also be slow to accept Com- 
munism in place of the little capitalism 
which bounds their outlook. But in time, 
and largely through the firmness and 
breadth of Lenin’s policy within the Bol­
shevik Party, the Russian Co-operatives 
were invited and, agreed to send represent­
atives to the Soviets, and they have grad- 
Tally come to act as the main distributing 
agencies of the Soviet community.

Doubtless some of the Mensheviki and 
counter-revolutionaries, who early flew to 
the Co-operatives as a refuge .from Com- 
munism, and who long tried to influence the 
Co-operatives against the Soviets, will now 
endeavour to make use of the Allied decision 
to trade with the Co-operatives, and not with 
the Soviet Government, in order to drive 
in another wedge between the Co-operatives 
and the Soviets.

Probably that is the intention of the 
Allied Governments. . The terms on which 
trading will be resumed are not disclosed: 
it is likely that the Allies will attempt to 
introduce conditions which would interfere 
with the internal affairs of Russia and to 
undermine her Communist organisation of 
Society.

On the other hand, it may be that the 
blockade, though nominally lifted, will act- 
ually continue, except in those now com­
paratively small districts where counter -rev- 
olutionary forces still remain. Perhaps the 
Allies only mean to trade with the Co-oper - 
atives in such district.,

There can be no doubt । that the hostility 
of the Allied Governments to Soviet Russia

is as great as ever. It is ominous that all 
the British warships that can be spared are 
being sent to the Black Sea. This does 
not seem like peace.

Moreover, the Conference continues at 
Helsingfors between the Allied represent­
atives and the border States of Russia. 
The reports of that Conference all indicate 
that it assumed Soviet Russia is to be " the 
enemy.” The Allies have recognised 
the independence of separate States on all 
the ice-free coasts of Russia; Russia also 
recognises their independence, but will they 
be used to blockade her? .

What is to happen regarding Poland, 
which has been compelled by the Allies to 
fight against Soviet Russia?

The Allies announce that their policy to­
wards Soviet Russia is unchanged ; it would 
be folly, therefore, for us to believe they 
have now abandoned their fight against the 
Workers’ Republic. ■

We must continue to press for a definite 
peace with Soviet Russia on the basis of 
no annexations, no indemnities, no inter­
ference in ‘Russia’s internal affairs.

ANTI PROFITEERING FAROE. .
Mr. C. A. McCurdy, M.P., Chairman of 

the Central Profiteering Committee, has re— 
ported on the work of the Committee; he 
says that there is no profiteering in to - 
bacco:

Tn its investigation of tobacco prices the Com- 
mittee found no evidence to suggest that the exis­
tence of the Imperial Tobacco Company (which was 
said to provide between 55. and 60 per cent, of all 
the tobacco consumed in this country), or its agree 
ments with the retailers, had caused any part of the 
rise in prices of about 110 per cent, since 1914. On 
the contrary, it appeared that the lower cost of 
Froduction of the company, as compared with that 
of manufacturers, exercised some influence on the 
Tobacco Control Board to prevent the controlled 
prices being raised. Since control had ceased the 
company were maintaining the last control price in 
spite of continued rises in the cost of production.

The Committee do not ignore the fact that the 
policy of the Imperial Tobacco Company, might be 
changed, nor do they overlook the ability of the 
company to secure the entire, or nearly the entire, 
monopoly of the tobacco trade: and they realise that 
in the event of the company securing the monopoly 
they would he able to raise prices almost to any ex­
tent desired. They suggest that the Government 
might well be armed with powers to take any steps 
that may become necessary to protect the public 
in the event of the monopoly being exercised to its 
detriment. . . '

The Times financial column of January 
17th, gave some further information on to- 
bacco, ' and with the open - hearted gen- 
erosity it always displays to the capitalists, 
it says:

BRISH AMERICAN TonAOCO EXPANSION:
Satisfaction over ■ the enlarged revenue of the 

British American Tobacco Company will be felt by 
a wider public than the shareholders, for the busi- 
ness is solely confined to that of export, and the 
company now ranks as one of the largest exporting 
houses in the Kingdom. Net profits for the finan- 
cial vear ended September 30th last, after vrovid, 
ino for all charges, for income-tax. and estimated 
excess profits dutv. amounted to €3.776,508. an in- 
crease of £636.334 on those of 1917-18. A factor 
that has probahly plaved an important part in swel- 
ling the profits has been the great rise in the silver 
exchanges, for the company does a big business with 
the East. By the payment of a final dividend or 
6 per cent, (free of tax) the distribution on the 
ordinary shares is brought up to 30 per cent. (tax 
free). The same rate was paid a tear azo, but it 
has to be remembered that while the last issue of
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American Tobacco Company are quoted at 73 cum 
rights, the offer of new shares in the proportion of 
one in two gives rights that are worth £2 5s. per 
share.”

Export and home prices act and react on each 1 
other; so capitalist fortunes are piled up and the 
workers pay the bill !

Van der Berghs, magazine manufacturers 
have paid a dividend of 25 percent, per 
annum.

The Central Profiteering Committee has 
decided that profits rising from 50 to over 
70 per cent, on chocolate are quite legit- I 
imate.

Woollen manufacturers are making profits 1 
amounting to 3.200 per cent: cotton profits 
are also inordinate. The manufacturers I 
protest that they cannot help it for:

“Buyers come to manufacturers whose order books 
are already full, and ask for supplies. To get ri 
of them nolitelv the manufacturer quotes what 
ought to be a prohibitive figure: but it is accepted. 
One effect certainly is an advance, in the price of 
cotton goods in the home market.'

This, the manufacturers admit, presses 
hardly upon the people at home, " but may 
it not be in the interest of the country as I 
a whole that these valuable exports should 
continue?”

From the manufacturers' standpoint this 
view of the situation is very -satisfactory, I 
but no worker can be so foolish as to be 
gulled by it.

Frank Hodges accuses the mine-owners of I 
starving domestic consumers of coal because 
they can get high prices for coal sold for 
export and industrial purposes. He fur- 
th er cal cul ates • that the ' or i co of industrial 
coal should be reduced by 9/4 per ton. I

MRS. WALKER PROTESTS.
G. H. Roberts, the Food Controller, at 

Grosvenor House, on January 19th, told 
a conference of Labour organisations that 

■•- sugar we used to buy at 2 cents per pound

canital. amounting to about 2% millions, was only 
paid up on August 15th. enabling the company to 
employ it for not more than six weeks out of the 
52. the year’s profits are bearing the cost of two 
dividends, each of 6 per cent., in respect of these 
new shares. The amount carried forward 
(£4 400.000) is £1.400.000 more than a year ago.

“The capital raised last autumn was made to the 
shareholders at par in the proportion of one in 
three. Now comes the announcement of another 
canital bonus, the shareholders being offered one 
new share at par in respect of every two held. The 
issue involves an increase in the authorised ordinary 
canital from €10.000.000 to £15.500.000. and an 
increase in the issued capital from approximately 
9) millions to 121 millions sterling, inchicling the 
£4.500.000 of existing preference shares the com- 
nany will thus control an issued share capital of 
£1 7.950 000. The company’s latest renuirements 
are both a tectimonv to expanding business and a 
reflection of the increase that has taken place in 
tobacco leaf and in production costs generally. As 
the existing £1 ordinary shares of the British

now costs 11 cents: when milk was "de- 
controlled ” the prices would fall.

Mrs. Walker, W.S.F.. said that as far 
as she was concerned, she hoped the prices 
rose much (higher, as-she was sure that the 
capitalist system would never be overthrown 
“ until the men’s stomachs were pinched." 
They did not buy the food; their wives were 
at present the ■ sufferers from the high 
prices, and they would make every sacrifice 
to prevent the pressure falling upon their 
husbands and children. When the women 
workers were no longer able to buy Tool 
for their children they would take it, and 
a crisis would be reached. When the Bryl 
olution once started it would not stop till 
capitalism was destroyed. The palliatives 
adopted by the Food Ministry to keep the 
people quiet were useless; she was out for 
the Revolution and the Soviets.

The ‘ Business Government" has just 
given another opportunity to its Business 
friends; first it sold. them the munition 
factories at a loss, then the national ship 
yard at Chepstow, now they have got the 
five national flax factories I J
BRITISH COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BREAN

COLOGNE STRIKE. I
The railway workers of Cologne. were about 1 

strike, but the British commander-in-chief orders 
them back to work. One hundred workers ar"C 
nevertheless. They were arrested, and broughta 
fore the British Summary Court. They were 0 
that if they would give an undertaking to go 
to work and stay there, they would not be Pus 
ished. Overawed by the force of the British 
tary, they obeyed. .I , .

British workers are paying for the Army on 
cupation, which thus uses its strength on the‘ 
of the German capitalist, against the Gcr « 
worker! ___

OIL STEALERS. . , J
The Polish weekly, The Swit, reports that 

Galician Petrol Association has been bought 
British capitalsts. In Bovyslaw Count Mores 
buying petrol sources on behalf of French rd 
German commercial papers express the, 
the entire petrol industry of Galicia wi be ‘1 
over by British capitalists. i

This is what the Coalition missionaries are I 
in Central Europe. They are simpe" 18 J 
capitalist exploiters. Whilst deceiving the 0201 
with talk.about a plebiscite and the right of Pen 
to self-determination they are stealing the n" j 
wealth of the country.

RAMSAY MACDONALD BANS BOLSHEVIK HERETICS
Dismayed by the growth of Communist feel- 

ing, and support of the Soviet idea within the 
I L.P., Ramsav MacDonald continues his open 
letters to I.L.P.ers who doubt the wisdom of 
his policy. In last week’s Labour Trader he 
wrote “to a Branch Secretary” advising him 
not to allow "heretics" to speak from the plat- 
form of the I.L.P. He complains that there is 
“a good deal of slackness upon this in some 
of the branches." "These branches,” he says 
"actually think that the I.L.P. has the duty of 
bringing to the notice of the public all sorts of 
theories about Socialism. Anarchism. or anv- 
thing else that proposes to re-create the world. 
But this is wrong, "savs Mr. MacDonald. “The 
I.L.P. is the I.L.P. it has a mission and prin- 
ciples, and first of all it is the custodian of 
these." f

We wonder what these special I.L.P. prin- 
ciples are: it would be so interesting if Mr. 
MacDonald would exactly define them, though, 
of course, if he does, we do not at all expect 
that anv other member of the I.L.P. will agree 
with MacDonald’s version of them. He goes on 
to argue that the purpose of a public meeting or. 
at least, of an I.L.P. public meeting, is not to 
impart knowledge, but to pronounce 
opinions:—

"The platform with the public in front of it is not 
the same thing at all as a desk with students in 
front of it. Opinion is the purpose of the first, know- 
ledire of the second, and though opinion is a wind- 
puff without knowledge, there is a rationale in oro- 
naganda and advocacy, apart from mere teaching. 
We need not be ashamed if we are propagandiots 
and advocates. We assume that men have intelli- 
gence and knowledge : we state our case in accord- 
ance with that assumption.’’

This is a curious statement: has Mr. Mac- 
Donald really thought out what it means ? Does 
he • eriously say that all the working masses of 
this country have knowledge of Socialist theory, 
and of the national and international working 
of Capitalism ? and that, therefore, it is unne- 
ces ary to give them “mere teaching" on these 
all-important subjects? Does he seriously say 
that the mission of the I.L.P. in the thon- 
sands of public meetings it holds throughout the 
country, is not to bring knowledge to the 
masses, but only to move’ them ?

If that is the policy of the approved I.L.P. 
speaker, we need not wonder that Mr. Mac- 
Donald should find, to his dismay: —

"In certain places, especially in South Wales, 
when a branch of the I.L.P. is successfully started, 
the critic swoops upon it, like a bird of prey, is wel- 
coined by it. kills it."

A party that does not endeavour to give 
knowledge is certain to find its adherents easily 
swayed from one opinion to another. Mac- 
Donald continues:—

"The fine victory at Spen Valley should hearten 
us in our work; we are moving the country.’’

Bub such elections as that of Spen Valley are 
not moving the country to Socialism; not So- 
cialism, but such palliatives as the capital levy, 
were the issues of the Spen Valley contest.

Finally, MacDonald argues that it is not in 
the interest of the working class movement or 
of Socialism to change I.L..P. tactics ‘from 
the defensive to the offensive" just when the 
I.L.P. defeats are being transformed into vic- 
lories and the walls of Capitali — are crack- 
ing. -as a)

Does Mr. MacDonald really thin., it possible 
for the workers to destroy Capitalism by merely 
remaining on the defensive, at. by making 
franetic efforts to plaster up the cracks and to 
hide them with paint, as was done at Berne?

Philip Snowden’s ANXIETY about "THE 
Eastern Peril.”

First, it was George Lansbury who became 
concerned by the capitalist scare-cries about 
the "Eastern Peril." Now Philip Snowden ex-' 
presses a like anxiety. In last week’s Labour 
beader he said;—

. "Very disquieting news comes from a British off- 
(ial source of an anti-British move on a large scale 
towards India.’

But why should Mr. Snowden distress him- 
self about that ? Surely he has not turned Im- 
perialist • surely he is not deluded by the fiction 
that the domination of any alien capitalist Gov-

ernment is a benefit to the oppressed masses of 
India! Can he speak of the blessings of British 
rule in face of Amritsar. Surely he has not 
read Kier Hardie’s book on India?
/ He should study it at once, and should speci- 

ally note the following passages:—
“The amount of taxes raised direct from the 

peasants is from 50 per cent, to 65 per cent, of the . 
value of the yield of the land, in addition to which 
they have to pay local cesses and various other small 
items, so that probably not less than 75 per cent, 
of the harvest goes in taxes. To most people this 
will seem incomprehensible. A 5 per cent, tax on 
income at home leads to heavy and continuous 
grumbling, and vet the 5 per cent, is assessed, not 
on the total produce of the land, but on the profits. 
What. then, must be the condition of a country in 
which the tax is not 5 per cent, on the profits, but 
75 per cent, on the harvest reaped? From time to 
time the revenue charges are revised .so that the 
Government may obtain the last penny that can 
be wrung from the over-weighted peasant. Increases 
of 30 per cent, are common, and there are many 
on record of 50 70 and even 100 per cent. It is 
this fact which keens the people of India in a con- 
dition of perpetual hopeless, grinding poverty. It 
is commonly alleged that the peasant under British 
rule pavs less than he formerly did under native 
rule. This statement can be refuted in a variety of 
wavs but here are some figures, which, at least, 
are fairly conclusive on the point. When the pro- 
vince of Rombav came under British dominion in 
1817. the revenue claimed bv its rulers from the 
peasants was estimated at 8.000.000 rupees. The 
method of assessment was to take one-fourth of the 
crop as it stood, good and bad alike. Thus in vears 
of nlentv Government and people alike benefited 
whilst in lean years both sufferer. Now a fixed 
vearly -sum is charged, be the crons good, had, or 
indifferent, Immediately after 1817 a process of 

- forcing up the revenns was begun, and in 1823 it 
had increased to 15,000,000 rupees, and in 1875 to 
43.000,000 rupees.’’
‘Mr. S S. Thorburn. Financial Commissioner of 

the Punianb, declared ‘that seventy millions of In- 
dian peasants aro in such a condition of honeless 
poverty that no reforms can do them any rood ’ ‘‘
‘The total number of children attending schools 

in the whole of India including the native states, 
is only about five millions, and the sum which the 
Government spends upon education works out at 
about 1}d. per head. The military expenditure. I 
might add in passing, averages 1/- per head of the 
population. Max Muller, on the strength of official 
documents and a missionary report concerning edu- 
cation in Bengal prior to the British occupation. 
asserts that there were then 80.000 native schools in 
Bengal, or one for every 400 of the population 
Ludlow, in his history of British India, savs that 

‘in every Hindoo village which retains its old form 
I am assured that the children generally are able 
to read, write and cipher, but where we have swept 
away the village system, as in Bengal, there the 
village school has also disappeared.’ ”

Not the Bolshevik peril in the East, but 
the Bolshevik hope in the East" should be 

the battle-cry of Socialists. Philips Price has 
told us how, with the abolition of landlordism 
and the . establishment of the Soviets, the 
Eastern peoples, who had long warred with 

• each other, settled down in brotherly harmony 
to manage together their communal affairs. The 
same thing will happen in all parts of Asia and 
India where Communism is established. Com- 
munism and the Soviets make an instant ap­
peal to the Eastern peoples, whose thoughts are 
less drilled to the tune of Capitalism than are 
those of the men and women who have enjoyed 
the benefits of an elementary education and the 
daily capitalistic press.

The East, awed by the modern machinery of 
Western civilisation, has long been held down 
by Western capitalists. Now that India and 
other parts of the East are being industrialised, 
the East will inevitably throw off the Western 
yoke when the situation is ripe. We gladly wel­
come the prospect, that instead of merely pass­
ing under the domination of Eastern capitalists 
the teeming masses of the East will arise and 

. establish Communism. Take the scales from 
your eyes, Comrade Snowden, brush the dusty 

old cobwebs from your brain, and rejoice with 
us at the great awakening of the Eastern world 
and the approaching of the golden age of Com- 
munism! *

The Indebtedness of EUROPE.
J. H. Thomas and J. R. Clynes have joined 

a number of Liberal and Tory politicians, in­
cluding Asquith and McKenna, Lord Robert 

_ Cecil, Lord Inchcape, and Sir Donald Maclean, 
in presenting a memorial to the Government.

This memorial asks for the summoning of a 
conference of international financial represen 
tativea. It calls for “decrease of excessive con- 
sumption, and increased production and taxa- 
tion” as the most hopeful/ remedies for the 
financial difficulties facing the nation,” and 
declares that unless these measures are applied 
anarchy will spread in Europe./It declares that 

no country is deserving of credit
which cannot bring its current expenditure 

. within the compass of its receipts from taxation 
and other regular income.”
. It is the old capitalist gospel of ‘pay or 
starve.’’ A strange one for Labour representa­
tives to preach I

The memorial further says that Germany and 
Austria “must bear the largest burden they , 
can possibly assume,” but that, to avoid revolt 
amongst their peoples, it may be necessary to 
extend the period of payment. The victorious 
nations also, it says, must take care not to make 
taxation so high as to create "social unrest.” 
It is emphatically urged that the countries 
where the trade balance and the exchanger are 
favourable, should not lend more money to the 
bankrupt nations than "is absolutely necessary 
to restore productive processes. It is

, only bv the real economic conditions pressing 
severely, as they must, on the individual that 
equilibrium can be restored.”

The “individual” means the Door individual, 
of course; the well-to-do people who signed 
the memorial will not go short.

Good terms to the private investors in the 
proposed loans and the freeing of "national and 
international trade from the restrictive control 
by government" are also recommended.

It is urged that the best minds in all coun- 
tries should co-operate in ‘‘the re-establishment 
of a willingness to work and to save.

What are Clynes and Thomas doing in the 
Labour Party, since this reactionary manifesto 
meets with their approval?

LANSBURY’S ADVICE
George Lansbury, in the Daily Herald, is 

urging that "an international commission be 
sent to Russia. ’ ’ He says: — j

“These are no days for choosing this one or the 
other for work of this kind. Any commission, how- 
ever made up, which went to Russia could come 
back with only one policy, and that peace."

Alas! that Lansbury should be BO guileless ! 
When he went to the Versailles Conference he 
came back believing that all the British and 
American representatives were striving for a 
people’s peace, and “trying to understand" the 
workers’ ease. He urged the Labour movement 
then to “back up” Lloyd George and President 
Wilson’s virtuous efforts. Now he understands 
how grievously he was deceived, but with the 
same guilelessness he declares that whatever 
commission goes to Russia it is certain to re- 
commend peace. But some people who have • 
been to Russia have come back as determined 
as ever to continue war! Does Lansbury think 
a Commission made up of men like John Ward 
and Winston Churchill would return with peace 
proposals? Why not face the fact that the war 
against Soviet Russia is the class war, the his- 
toric war of Capitalism, versus Socialism? And 
that some men will take one side in the contest, 
some the other?

Lansbury is still deprecating the alleged vio­
lence of the Communists, still recommending 
that another—a peaceful method—of settling 
matters with the Capitalist reaction should be 
found. Does he think that attendance at peace 
conferences and persuasive speeches and con 
versations would have served to -maintain the 
Workers’ Soviet Republic from Koltchak, Deni- 
kin, and the Allies if the Red Army had not 
been formed ?

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.

THE RAILWAY CRISIS.
By a majority of two the railway workers decided 

to accept the Government’s terms. The terms are 
bad and there is general dissatisfaction with them. 
The fact that they have been accepted shows we 
have a considerable distance to travel yet before the 
workers will insist on dethroning capitalism and 
replacing it by Communism. In the meantime 
every railway worker should bring Communist lit- 
erature before his or her fellows.
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The I.W.W. and the Centralia Lynching.
A TA1.K with GEORGE Hardy, I.W.W.

“We never forget." That is one of the 
mottoes of the American I.W.W., a motto that 
will ring through the ages telling of the long 
struggle for freedom of exploited workers in 
the wild and lawless west, in the land of the 
big trusts, where guns are used without much 
thought and life is very cheap.

In 1915 the I.W.W. began to make great 
headway among the workers in the lumber 
camps of the North West territory. The 
I.W.W. is the only union that has a hold in 
this region. To-dav there are probably more 
class c nscious workers in proportion to the 
population in that section of the country than 
in any part of the English speaking world. That 
territory is peopled with the discontented and 
adventurous , elements of the working class, 
which are constantly travelling westward in 
search of better conditions. The I.W.W. there 
has many lecturers who preach Marxian eco- 
nomics and the materialist conception of his- 
torv, clearly analysing the position of the 
workers in relation to the employers, and dis- 
cussing the methods by which the working class

conquer power. The I.W.W.
1 cturers seek to prove exactly and conclusively 
that capitalism does not perform any necessary 
function in industrial production: and that the 
State under capitalism is a machine, necessary 
to capitalism, for keeping the workers in , sub- 
jeetion. They draw proof from Russia in the 
massacres of workers under Czardom, under 
Kerensky, and from modern capitalist Britain: 
they take the Featherstone incident, the Clyde 
deportations, the attack on the workers during 
the 40 hours’ strike in Glasgow. They arene 
that the workers, organised as in the I.W.W., 
will create institutions of Communist society 
from amongst their midst, disregarding the 
institutions of capitalism: they declare the 
judiciary under Communism will be occupied 
with questions affecting man’s relationship to 
man, not as at present, with his relationship 
to private property.

From the first appearance of the I.W.W. 
in the North West territory the atti- 
tude towards it of the lumber trust, cen- 
tralised chiefly in the Western Pine Associa- 
tion, was one of bitter hostility. In 1917 the 
trust refused to deal with the I.W.W. As a 
result the I.W.W. organised a strike which 
lasted seven weeks. The eight hour day was 
one of the issues of the strike and when the 
other objects had been conceded, the workers 
decided to go back to their employment, and 
to take the eight hour day by working eight
hours and no longer.
one of workers

the workers in
3 dismissed for

this, they went on to another camp, and 
again worked eight hours only, whilst those 
who took their places in the old camp did as 
they had done.

The employers retaliated with a campaign of 
brutality and violence, in which they were sup- 
ported by Jingo hooligans, the war being in 
progress. and by the police and State 
authorities. I.W.W. men were waylaid and 
beaten and tarred and feathered by Jingo mobs 
Many times I.W.W. members were shot in cold 
blood. I.W.W. offices were broken into by 
hooligans who burnt their furniture and papers. 
I.W.W. members were arrested without charge
and kept in prison for long terms without 

In prison they were cruelly torturedtrial.
and in cases__  —-- many —— 
families of I.W.W.
home

driven insane. The 
men were driven from

The reign of terror fell on all who dared
to express opinions contrary to those dictated 
by the employing class. At Seattle two 
weeks before he left there, Hardy saw the 
police come up on motor cycles and club the 
people right and left without provocation.

. Nevertheless, the I.W.W. grew in strength 
and it gained a new impetus after the Armis- 
tice. In September, 1919, 75 per cent, of the 
men in the log wood camps were organised.

Juries now refused to convict workers for 
belonging to the I.W.W. , in Seattle the

I.W.W. obtained an injunction against the 
Chief of Police forcing him to take off the locks 
which he had placed on the I.W.W. halls and 
offices.

In the city of Centralia the I.W.W. hall was 
raided by Jingoes on Red Cross day, April, 
1918. The authorities used this as an oppor- 
tunity to close it.

After tlie Armistice the I.W.W. opened 
another hall some distance from the main busi- 
ness ' street of Centralia. Immediately the 
employers’ organ began declaring that the 
I.W.W. must be turned out and threatening 
that “the citizens" would do it if the police 
did not. The Chief of Police demanded that 
the owner of the building should evict the 
I.W.W., but the organisation had a lease for 
the premises and the owner refused to break it. 
The so-called “citizens” threatened the owner 
and a woman gave a verbal message to the 
I.W.W. secretary:— 1

‘ ‘Scales says you had better clear out of here, 
or the v will clear you out. ’ ’ '

William Scales is a well-known business man 
in Centralia.

November 11th was Armistice day and some 
of the lumber camps near Centralia closed 
down for the event, some of the lumbermen 
came down to the I.W.W. Hall to get news of 
their friends.

The Centralia Chamber of Commerce and 
American Legion had decided to have a proces- 
sion to celebrate the day. The members of the 
American Legion carried side arms in the pro- 
cession, which was unusual, and the procession 
did not take the usual route for processions, but 
marched past the I.W.W. hall. The head of 
the procession passed the hall, then turned, and 
marched back to it on the opposite side of the 
road, just as the rear of the procession. com- 
posed of ex-service men of the American Legion 
with officers in command, reached the hall.

Then an order was given: “Squad, halt I 
Americanism I Go, get ’em!"

The Legion halted; then dashed, howling, 
across the pavement to the I.W.W. hall.

There was a splintering of glass, the crash of 
a door being burst open, shots from the attack- 
ing party, and counter shots from the rear of 
the ball within.

Dr. Bickford, one of the attacking party, tes- 
tified at the inquest on those who were killed in 
the struggle, that someone had suggested a raid 
on the hall; then he said: “I spoke up and 
said 1 would lead if enough would follow, but 
before I could take the lead there were many 
ahead of me. Someone next to me put his foot 
against the door, and forced it open, after 
which a shower of bullets poured through the 
opening around us.”

Five men were killed, four of whom were 
invaders.

The front of the hall was torn down.
Wesley Everett, an ex-serviceman, a con- 

scripted member of the I.W.W., was caught as 
he was trying to escape, and dragged out of the 
hall with a rope round his neck. The rope had 
been brought in the parade by a prominent citi- 
zen. Everett had been terribly maltreated, and 
could scarcely walk.

There were cries of “ Lynch him. ” He an- 
swered: ‘They haven’t got the guts to lynch 
anyone in daylight."

The raiders handed Everett over to the po- 
licemen. But when night came they turned off 
the city lights and went in motor-cars to the 
prison, “held up"the gaolors by pointing loaded 
guns at them, dragged Everett from the stone 
floor where he lay in agony, and hanged him to 
the river bridge, then riddled his body with 
bullets. <

Afterwards the body was flung in the river. 
The next night it was taken out, tied by the 
rope round the neck to the back of a motor-car, 
and dragged along the roads to the gaol, where 
it was flung in amongst 30 I.W.W. men who 
were imprisoned there.

The Union Record, in recording these facts, 
added: "It will be taken some time to-day in a

motor truck to a lot at the outskirts of the city 
and thrown into a trench without burial ser- 
vice.”

This was done, and the I.W.W. prisoners, 
were made to bury the mutilated remains of 
their comrade.

Thus ignorant jingoism and greedy capitalism I 
visited their vulgar hatred upon the living and 
the dead, and the authorities allowed them to 
do as they pleased without let or hindrance.

Now followed a reign of terror. The I.W.W. 
was accused of being the cause of the fight on 
Armistice day. It was pretended that I.W.W. 
men had started the trouble by firing on the 
procession in cold blood.

The day after the Armistice, U.S. Attorney 
Robert Saunders, of Seattle, issued an order 
for the arrest of every I.W.W. "whether he 
has a card or is known to be affiliated with that 
organisation." All, I.W.W. letters were held 
up, and there was a heavy censorship on the 
mails. Workers began leaving their jobs in the 
woods to go into the towns because they got 
no word from their friends, and were anxious 
about them. The foremen and managers sent 
word to the police to arrest men leaving their 
jobs, as "Reds," and the workers from the 
camps were, therefore, cast into gaol when they 
reached the town. Soon 2,000 I.W.W. men 
were in prison, ten of them charged with the 
murder of those who were shot on Armistice 
dav. .

The lawyer who was to defend the I.W.W. 
men was placed under arrest. Attorney Pierce 
was sent for from Seattle to take his place, but 
the police took him back to the train, and drove 
him out of Centralia. A journalist who dared 
to write some of the truth was turned out of 
Centralia.

In the Centralia gaol the 70 prisoners were 
confined in what is called the big tank, and 
measures 25 by 40 feet. It was so crowded that 
there was scarcely room for them to stretch out 
on the concrete floor to sleep. ,

The I.W.W. prisoners were tortured and 
threatened with lynching to induce them to con 
fess that the shooting on Armistice day had 
been caused by the I.W.W.. and two boys and 
a man, in terror of their lives, made bogus con 
fessions. Such evidence has been overwhelm 
ingly refuted by well-known citizens who saw 
what took place. •

The persecution was not only concentrated 
against the I.W.W.; every labour organisation 
was made to feel it. This extract from the 
Business Chronicle of Seattle shows the spin 
which animated militant capitalism in the Nortl 
West:— -
“There is just one chance left—and by the Eter 

nal God. we must take it or we are lost.
"Real Americans must rise as one man in th 

righteous wrath of outraged patriotism. First, in 
voke such legal machinery as we have; and if t ha 
is not sufficient, then hastily construct somethin 
fool proof. We must smash every un-American an 
anti-American organisation in the land. We mus 
put to death the leaders in this gigantic conspira 
of murder, pillage, and revolution. We must im 
prison for life all its aiders and abettors of natiy 
birth. .We must deport the aliens.

The I.W.W.. the Ufon-vartisan .League, 
called Triple Alliance in the State, of Washmgtoi 
the pio-German SocialistSi the Closed Shop loom 
Unions, the agitators, malcontents. anarcuist) 
syndicalists, seditionists, traitors—the whole mo 
ley crew of Bolshevists and near-Bolshevists—mus 
be outlawed by public opinion and hunted down m 
hounded until driven beyond- the horizon 0 C"V"
decency. •

The above statement helps to convey an 
derstanding of the frame of mind of thosemil

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL v. THE THIRD
The Second International cannot be called a 

Socialist international. This is proved both by 
its composition and the decisions it came to at 

its recent meetings tn Berne in January— Feb- 
ruary, 1919, and in Amsterdam in April, 1919 

to the Second International adhere the "So- 
cial Patriotic Parties, which supported their 
capitalistic governments during the war. These 
include the British Labour Party, the Belgian 
socialist Party, which not only was represented 
in a capitalist coalition government auring the 
war, but is now taking part in a new capitalist 
coalition formed since the war; and tce So- 
val-democratic Party of Scheidemann and 

oske in Germany, which is upholding the cap­
italist system shaken by the first revolution, 
and which, in its struggle to prevent the revol 
lutionary workers from achieving Socialism, 
procured the murder of Rosa Luxemburg, Karl 
Liebknecht, Leo Yogelms, and large numbers 
i other devoted Socialists. The Russian Com- 
munists were not invited to the Berne meeting 
of the Second International, but the Russian 

called Socialists, who support armed inter- 
ration by capitalist governments to put down 
he Workers’ Soviets, were invited, and were 
present.

The Italian, Swiss, Serbian and Roumanian 
zocialist Parties refused to take part in the Con- 
erence of the Second .International at Berne 
he Norwegian: Socialist Party has now also 
eceded, as have the German independent So. 
ialists, leaving only the Noske and Scheide. 
nann Party to represent the Germans at Berne. 
The Second International fails to recognise 

le class war, and has a reformist, not a — 
alist programme.
Therefore, it decided for:— /
(1) The League of Nations.
(2) Free Trade and the “open door" in 
Dies.

So-

CO-
Because it fails to recognise the class-war, 

1d take its stand with the workers in that 
er, the Second International proposed to give 
the League of Nations the power to rectify 

ontiers at any time, and to control the pro. 
action and distribution of food stuffs and raw 
laterials throughout the world
Such powers, in the hands of a capitalist 
ergue of Nations, whether composed of re- 
resentatives of, governments or of capitalist 
avontieB in Parliament, would be used against 
e Workers Revolution in Russia and in every 
» country where it may appear.
5) - he Berne Conference also recommended 
festablishment of an International Labour 
Tarter by the League of Nations.
(hviouslyit is folly to place the framing of labour Charter in the hands of a League in "ch employers predominate. The policy of 
"recommendation is in line with that which mpsoyeae National Union of Employers and

RUSSIA.
DPussia three resolutions were before the 

International at Berne. One of these, 
p&French Communist Loriot, supported 

CPolsheviki, but it received no support. The Ition adopted, by the majority, and supe 
« bj the British section, declaredP 
J Against the Soviets.
RAainst the Dictatorship of the Prole-

l/Against the socialisation of industry with "Lo the industry by the workers in it. 
^° bourgeois democracy, including Par-derstanding of tnetrame On —P m. _5-emocracy, including Par- 

tant capitalists who planned the hideous frame with a government responsible to it 
--------1-’- a—idtino day organised th sleedom of speech, press and assembly. ’ 

o s nationalisation of industry “under the o. ana carried out une Supstyuyuy oeyMerm . .democracy, apparently throury 
The campaign against the I.W.W. is not con . ent, like the Post-office.
- — -- -1 w- — in womed furious") sand resolution supported by a minority 

tonal that the Conference had not sufficient 
sial to judge of the state of

• CAP-CP9P ‘YA L‘-E---s s soonoi -j 
up of Centralia’s Armistice day, organised [h 
raid on the I.W.W. hall, chose a leader for th 
job. and carried out the subsequent atrocities. 
• i .] .r. in. TTirm -r -ArAAT
fined to the North-West, it is waged furious! 
throughout the United States. Bass, a Shen 
of Pennsylvania, giving evidence at the trial, 
an I.W.W., admitted that he deliberately 2rV 
up orderly meetings of the organisation. A $" 
perintendent of one of the lumber company 
testified at a trial that he had ordered his e 
ployees to lock up in a railway carriage as 
he thought to be an I.W.W., and then had "

Continued on next Page, eol. 3.

affairs in

9 Th — LABOUR LEGISLATION.
Sst "eBerne Conference adopted a long re. 

iter andramme, • which it called a Labour .,‘22 which included the following pro-
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Compulsory primary education, free higher 
education. Chudren under i5 years not to be 
employed in industry.

Mignt hours working day, six hours for 
children between 15 and 18 years.

Wages Boards representing employers and 
employed to fix wages for home maustries.

A legal minimum to be fixed in sweated in- 
dustries by wages boards, equally represent­
ing employers and employed.

Unemployment to be reduced by linking up 
the Labour Exchanges, and by unemploy- 
ment insurance in each country.

A permanent Commission, consisting of an 
equal number of representatives of the Gov 
einments, which are members of the League 
of Nations, and of the International Trades 
Union Federation.
This Labour Charter, drawn up by the pseudo 

socialist Conference of the Second Interna- 
tional, formed the basis of the Labour Charter 
afterwards adopted by the Capitalist League of

-N ations.
The Permanent Commission of the Second 

international meeting in Amsterdam in April 
1919, issued further declarations.

(10) It made a point of demanding self-de. 
termination for Georgia, Esthonia and the Uk- 
raine, at a time when the revolutionary workers 
of those states were fighting to unite with So- 
vlet Russia and their capitalists were making 
war against Soviet Russia, which had granted 
the independence of those states.
(11) It said that it ‘welcomes the introduc- 
tion into the Covenant of the League of Na­
tions of the idea that peoples unable to stand on 
their own feet shall be placed as wards under 
the protecting care of the advanced states." 
• ‘ How blind is the Second International regard 
Ig the protecting care” of capitalist govern 
ments. •

(12) It declared that the "economic oppor- 
tunities of colonies should be open to all nations 
equally..

(13) It demanded that Germany should make 
reparation for the war losses of the Allies “as 
required by the Wilson programme, ” charac­
terising this as "both necessary and just.” ,

(14) It demanded “open diplomacy as em 
Ployed by President Wilson with regard to the 
diiferences between Italy and the Jugoslavs.” 

* - said as this method guarantees that the 
claims of the different nations shall be settled 
strictly on the justice of each case and in the 
on y way calculated to assist the permanency of 
a world peace/’ *

in that sentence is summed up by the Second 
international its disregard of the realities of capi- 
tali st diplomacy and imperialism, and of the 
fact that under capitalism international dis­

putes are settled according to the strength of 
contending parties.

(15) It declared that it was date-mined to 
oppose any peace which is in contradiction to 
President Wilson s 14 points, as those form the

basis which will ensure an enduring har- 
mony between all peaceful and free demo- 
cracies.

Thus, the Second International takes its 
stand with bourgeois politicians, and asks only 

reforms Within the capitalist system.
. . HE Third INTERNATIONAL.

—he Third International was inaugurated in 
Moscow in response to the call of the Russian 
Communists. To it the Italian, Spanish and 
Norwegian Socialist Parties, as well as Com. 
munist. Parties in France, Germany, Austria 
"Tolland, America, China, Japan, and every 
other country are affiliated. .

The Third International stands for ■ _ 
.The overthrow of capitalism and the sub- 

S"bution of socialism.
. (2) The abolition of the present Parliamen.

and Local Government system and the 
substitution of Soviets, which are composed of 
delegates from the workers in industry and on 

-the land, from the army and navy, from vl! 
lages and hamiets where the population is too 
sparse to be represented occupationally, and 
from women not employed in industry; the

/ delegates to be always subject to re-call by, and 
to receive instructions fro, and report to, those 
who elect them.

(8) The Dictatorship of the workers during 
the stage of transition from -capitalism into 
Communism. This means that only the persons 
engaged in productive vork, who do not employ 
others for private gain, may vote or be elected, 
or possess political power. This dictatorship is 
necessary to prevent the capitalists from re- 
establishing capitalism, and from committing 
sabotage against the Communist society. The 
dictatorship will last until capitalism is extinct 
and the ex-capitalists have settled down to 
work in the Communist community.

(4) The socialisation and workers’ control of 
the land and the industries. This means that 
the land and industries will become the pro- 
party of the nation as a whole, and that they 
will be administered by committees of the peo­
ple engaged in working them .

(5) Every member of the community should 
do useful work for the community, and is en­
titled to assured sustenance, whether well or 
ill, old or young, 0 accordance with the general 
standard of living.

(6) Thus, in Sov iet Russia, though complete 
Communism is not yet achieved, the people are 
moving towards equality of remuneration, and 
everyone is assured of the usual wages during 
illness, or in old age. Everything is free to the 
children. Education is free to all, and there is 
maintenance for students; the age for leaving 
school in 1S20 was fixed at 20 years of age, 
though it may be that war conditions have 
caused the postponement of this decree.

(7) Self-determination of peoples by a refer­
endum vote of all the men and women over 18 
years of age in disputed territories.

(8) Disarmament of the bourgeoisie in all 
countries, and arming of the workers to protect 
the socialist communities from capitalist at- 
tacks until capitalism has disappeared, when 
armaments will no longer be necessary.

(9) Abolition of all racial distinctions. Who- 
ever goes to live and work in Soviet Russia be­
comes a citizen of the Soviet State with full 
citizen rights, without 1 egard to his or her orig­
inal nationality.

(10) A world federation of Communist Re. 
publics.

(11) The Third International, recognising the 
capitalist nature of the war, voiced the demand 
that it should be ended on the basis of no an- 
nexations, no indemnities, the right of the peo- 
pies to decide their own destinies.

The Third International recognises the class, 
war. It calls: “Workers of all countries unite I 
fou have nothing to lose but your chains.” 
-he Third International struggles directly for 
socialism.

The Second International advises the workers 
to make the best of capitalism and to form coun- 
oils of employers and employed.

The I.W.W. and the Centralia Lynching.
Continued from page 1618.

brought out and tarred and feathered by soldiers 
in his employ. This superintendent stated in 
open court that he thought he had done the 
right thing.

Owing to the difficulty of securing convie. 
bans against members of the I.W.W. in the 
State of Washington, the Attorneys there had a 
conference, and decided to bring the men to 
trial as rapidly as possible, and simultaneously 
in the hope that the I.W.W. would not be able

find the money or the lawyers to defend 
their members in the various courts of the State 
on the same day.

During their imprisonment the I.W.W men 
have been tortured and ill-treated; some have 
been chained up to the bars of the cell with their 
hands above their heads all day long for five 
weeks at a time, and during this time they have 
been fed on bread and water. Some have been 
Kept in dark cells, some, beaten with clubs.

Do it,is that theI.W.W. say: “We never 
forget.

All this fighting, all this hardship and perse, 
cution to secure a few shillings a week more in 
wages. Why not change the capitalist system 
which makes these things pesmiblo? ■-

it

(
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THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT

BETWEEN OURSELVES. By L. A. Motier.

B

'‘Irish BLEND.
The other day I met the Irish Girl. Why - 

should meet her is writ on the .scrolls of Fate, 
which are kept in Davy Jones’ locker, and as 
Taffy is a Welshman, you may guess I have 
never set eyes on the book yet.

The Irish Girl has, of course, a name: ou. 
1 have such a memory for names, perhaps it 
was Mary McMurphy, but I have forgotten, and 
my Irish only goes as far as "Thaw thu an 
asal "which, as you may guess, means J.op ° 
the teamin' to ye." Try it on the next Irishman 
you meet, then run. , , ,

When 1 met Mary she looked—well, very 
Irish I remembered it was leap year, and 
handsome men being slightly sunburnt (which 
in my case is through daily contact with red 

, hot Bolsheviks), I made for the woods that., 
to say, the wood-pile. As I began industria.y 
—no, I mean industriously (blame it on Mary)

1 chopping up the wood. I rail over all the points
1 could put to her. I would say — ... ,

'' I am stone deaf in both feet, and bund. in 
one eye-tooth; I am a consistent Anarchist, 
and, as such, strongly object to legal marriage. 
I am also a fervid Mormon, and when I trunk of 
my seventeen wives, I simply couldn't imagine 
an eighteenth, no matter if her name was Mary 
McMurphy, and Irish at twenty. I am also a 
Bolshevik and I fry babies for breakfast, Irish 
ones for preference; my avuncular aunt 6 sev- 
enty-seventh cousin twenty-two times removed 
knew the man who carried the bag in which 
Crippen hid the Brides of the Bath. Mary 

, MeMurphy is your name, single is your station, 
happy is the man who makes the alteration-., 
provided his name doesn’t rhyme with mine.

But no. I was mistaken. Mary opened hos­
tilities by saying— Why don’t you Communists 
take more interest in the Irish ? You print 
yards about the Bolsheviks, and Denikin and 

’ Koltchak, but all Ireland is good for is a para­
graph tucked away in a corner.

Just imagine a girl, a very Irish girl, talking 
politics—and that to a slightly sunburnt man. 
These modern women—but it is no good telling 
them all that. Believe me, I have had some 
Although not married in the strict sense oi the 
word-—but here comes the censor.

I dissembled-.. I said: "Not take interest in 
the Irish, indeed I Why, I have noticed you for 
a long time, but I hadn’t the pleasure 

“Now none of your blarney, please, 1 really 
mean it. Couldn’t you just write something 
about Ireland, just for once, and let people take 
more interest in the great question?. After al, 
it must be remembered that what Ireland is 
suffering is entirely due to the apathy of the 
English people.. 1 am sure if they took more 
interest in the question, it would mean so much 
to poor Ireland.” , ,

1 took out my handkerchief and polished 
watch. "Mary, I said, tell, me first of al, 
what do you mean by Ireland? . .

You would not believe me, Henry, but the 
poor girl was quite cross. The Irish don t 
in the same way as donkeys don t dieul 1 
looked very near like it. And I had asked what 
1 considered a straight and simple question;,

Now, don’t break your heart, cushia, 1 
said. "I know that you would like to mean by 
the word Ireland, all that is good, the great; 
heartedness of the people, their courage against 
eight hundred years of tyranny, their desires to 
be free, and their resentment against the apathy 
of the English people. I understand all that. 
But for Ireland merely to be free would amount 
to very little at all. Poland is free. Czecho­
slovakia is free— but in what does their freedom 
consist? ’v, . .

"Seal freedom is impossible so long as one 18 
not economically free. For Ireland to receive 
her freedom to-morrow would merely be trans 
{erring the ownership of things to rich Irish­
men; and it has been proved by strikes in Ire­
land itself, that the Irish captains of industry

are not a whit better than capitalists of any 
other nationality. And it has to be remembered 
that those who control industry have their capi- 
tal in practically every country in the world. If j 
Ireland were to obtain freedom in these times, 
it merely means that her prosperity would have 
to be earned in the mills, the factories, the trus- 
tified industrial workshops that would spring ' 
up in an Ireland where political strife would 
have died down, and where industry could be 
stabilised. ’

‘ ‘The Irish ars idealists, who can see nothing 
beyond the ideal of freedom.; this is indeed a 
great thing in itself; but the English folk here 
are suffering from freedom, and it is because 
they can see beyond the mere chimera of freed 
dom that they remain indifferent to the clamour I 
in Ireland for political freedom. It is because I 
they see very little that is beneficial in the pre- 
sent freedom they possess beyond that, they 
think that if Ireland so seriously desires this 
freedom, it is for them to obtain it.

"The English workers—at least, a good ma I 
jority of them—are seeking real economic free I 
dom, by which alone they would be truly free. 
Shakespeare has had the wit to say, "He that 
holds the means whereby I live, holds my like." 
At least, so I have been told, but whosoever did 
write it, is a matter of little moment. The Eng- 
lish workers are beginning to realise that without 
the co-operation of other workers in all the coun- 
tries of the world, this economic freedom can- 
not be achieved. Yet the Irish cannot distin 
guish the English workers from the English 
Prussians who oppress both peoples. The Irish 
workers dislike the English workers as heartily 
as they dislike Lord French.

A social revolution in England would auto- 
matically mean the freedom of Ireland in the 
most real sense of the word. The Irish have 
therefore everything to gain by working not for 
a political revolution, but a social revolution 
that will sweep away all tyrants of all creeds, 
natonalities and colours. That is the real self 
determination.

aut 

cat 
ten 
the 
the 

the 

Wa 
soc 
put 
the 
lati 

soc 

gec 
mo
of

!4

aalohar

THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION.
For Rovsletczszz.SNsT!"ST?LSRSa.VzsaMa VO:N“$ as Sir "6.
LONDON MEETINGS— OUTDOOR.

Saturday, Jan. 21th. Great Push in Hammersmith 
for Communism and against Conscription and 
Intervention in Russia. Meetings at 3 p.m. and 
7 p.m. at The Grove, near railway stations. 
Speakers: Minnie Birch, Miss Grove, Melvina 
Walker, and P. A. Edmunds.

Sunday, Jan 25th. 11.45a.m.—Osborn Street,White- 
chapel, Melvina Walker and others.

Tuesday, Jan? 27 th. 7.30 p.m.—Grundy St., Poplar. 
Melvina Walker.

Friday, Jan. 30th. 7.30 p.m.—Dock Gates, Poplar 
Melvina Walker

Saturday, Jan. 31st. Great Bush in Poplar.

INDOOR.
Monday, Jan. 26th. 7.30 p.m.—20, Railway Street. 

Poplar. W.S.F. Business Meeting.
8.30 p.m W. S. F. Reading Girdle.

Thursday, Jan? 29th. 8 p.m.—20, Railway Street.
Mark Starr. 11th Lecture on Industrial His­
tory (The Latest Form of Capitalism.) .

Friday, Jan. 30th, 7—10 p.m.—400, Old F ord Road. 
Dancing.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.
Cast London Workers COMMITTEE.

Sunday.Jan.25th. 12 noon—Victoria Park. Walter 
Ponder and others.

Tuesday, Jan 27th. Queen's Road, Dalston Lane— 
7.30 p.m. Walter Ponder and others.

Thursday, Jan.29th. 7.30 p.m.—4 400, Old Ford Rd 
E.S. Business Meeting.

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY.
The Lectures on Industrial History will be fol­

lowed by a course of eight Lectures on Economics 
Lecturer, Mark Starr. Full particulars later.

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED
GENPRAL FUND.-Irene, per Mrs. Drake, *0i Hy. Bool, £5; Miss Stephenson, £1; Bow attome. 

Home 17/4; Miss L. Isaacs, 10/-; H. Hersey, 10/-; J. G. Phillips, 6/-; East Ham League of 
Rights, per Olive Beamish, 1/- COLLECTIONS- . 
Bow Club, £4 2s. 8d.; Mrs. Walker, £1 25. 4 ” 
OsgozTaE"WSakU"ISA..“TO“ "YFOzmA"esa,Nur*

Miss A coodan,?)- ‘Anon,,6/6; Miss, Field,.7s; Collections.—J. Watts and A. Zeital (re-n 3 
v.4) £1 12.. 8d.: L. S. A. Tool-room, £168. 70.3 MISS Burgis (self-denial), 13/21 Clothes, Miss Mo 
Combie.  .

THE TRUTH ABOUT RUSSIA.
MEETING AT POPLAR TOWN HALL 

Friday, February 6th, at 8 p.m.
Doors open 7 30 p.m. Speakers—

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST, 
Lieut. Col. MALONE. M.P.

' Chair : Melvina Walker.
Admission Free.

Questions Invited. Silver Collection

THINGS YOU OUGHT TO MAD.
FACTS ABOUT COMMUNIST HUNGARY 

by Alice Riggs Hunt (an eye witness.) Bel 
Kun is being tried for his life. Read abod 
his work in this pamphlet.

Price 4d, post free 44d.
CAPITALISM * THE COUNTER-REVOI 

UTION, by J. T. Walton Newbold, MA 
A Marxist examination of important isepe 
of immediate and practical significanee tha 
have been given all too little attention by th 
revolutionary elements in this country.

Price 3d, post free 32d.
THE FINNISH REVOLUTION, by 0.Kuus 

nen. A self-criticism that gives much "00 
for thought.

Price 3d, post free 32d.

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENT 
Classified advertisements : One penny per Nor 
Displayed advertisements : 7b. 6d. per inch. 

Pre-pay and send to Manager, '^^n 
Dreadnought," 152, Fleet Street, —"* ■—|

READ . d
“THE RED DAWN," a Monthly Magazine"Young Workers. Monthly, TWOREN__ I 

FAMILY Limitation DOCTRINE. Post free, 1d. 
Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, “estn— 
HOUSEKEEPER required, congenial post. APP

Box 61 Dreadnought Offices. __ __ _

Walthamstow LEAGUE or Rights. 
Tuesday. Jan. 27th. 3 P-m—William Morris 

Somers Road. Mrs Edmunds.
East Ham League of Rights.

Hall,

Tuesday,Jan. 27th. Old Public Offices, Wakefield Rd.
8 p.m. Mrs. Simpson.

IMPORTANT.
In addressing letters to 162, Fleet St., 

supporters and friends of the "W.D." are 
requested to write "WORKERS DREAD 
NOUGHT ‘ on the envelope. Letters ad- 
dressed vaguely to “The Manager" are 
liable to go to the various other offieee 
in the building

SUPPORTERS willing to distribute back numes of " W.D." should send in names and addr ■ ] 
Dreadnought, 152. Fleet Street, ~*--—

W F WATSON is open to book speaking engof 
“ments for Feb, March, Aprilandhesqrorgar 

paganda, for any Labour and Socialis" E. wats 
tion. For terms and subjects apply MPS N.g. | 
37, Inderwick Road, Hornsey, LondonDsc. 

prioteg Nz.TLs,Cosme.Pzqts.LoszdSubs#1s.w:ST"" r 162. Fleet Street, London—”′"
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