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THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE.

e Lahour Party has decided to bring its

<ontatives out of the Coalition Government
iho close of the present Parliament. It has

i

he personally thought would be better out of
the movement : others, he said, “1 respect,
like my good friend Clynes.” He wanted to

were fairly certain to report agamst 1t. He
accused it of whining about the election being

taken at this juncture, though, he asserfed, 1t

. o resolution “demanding the release of
) Maclean, a resolution foreed on it by the
1rank and file. These were the only two
«ons Togistered at the Conference In the
biral Hall, Westminster, on November 14th,
oo decisions mark an advance. But the
i once hag once more failed to act as the
o demanded. It has failed to realise
roclaim by word and deed 1b8 solidarity
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i the Revolution of the workers in Germany,

e eei——

i, Bulgaria, Russia, and 11?7]1@_:‘11-11-::1'
+ries to which it is spreading. Robert

see a rapprochement hetween the Labour
members of the Government and the members
of the Shop Stewards’ Rank and File Movement.
(Mr. Williams should read the parable which
warns men not to put new wine into old
bottles !) He wanted an Independent Party
on the floor of the House of Commons to secure
the Party’s programme outlined in the pamphlet
called ‘The New Social Order.” We wonder
that such a revolutionary firebrand as Mr.
Williams sometimes seems to be in his speeches,
should trouble about that mild and wishywashy

had been the first of the Parties since the War,
to begin an independent political campaign, and
he twitted his colleagues in the Party for their
unwillingness to appeal to the people for a new
mandate after eight years. He was assured of
the support of his constituents and of the
support. of his organisation; without this
support ke would not be willing to retain his
place in the Government. When Clynes first
entered Parliament, as an 1.L.P. representative,
he did pledge himself not to mere obedience to
the voice of the majority, but to work for

e told the Conference that the French
.1ieis and Trade Unionists had met in
ierence and had passed a resolution con-
Llating the German workers on the estab-
went of their republic. He said : **This
wrence has not the courage to follow that
bonle.” and only a few vague voices an-
ol “ Why not ?* Smillie himself failed
nake an insistent demand that it should be
. Resolutions of congratulation mean very
. but even that mild token of solidarity
, withheld. How amazing indeed are the
,. who do not know and welcome the
Jesired Socialism when it appears !

Wy 4o ef the speoehes displayed an inde-
lent fichting spirit, a spivit in keeping with

palliative programme. If the workers could not
secure the reforms set out in that pamphlet, he
thought they would resort to insurrection, Was
Mr. Williams implying that that would be
regrettable? He did not “Bay 80, bub that
seemed to be the logical inference from his
words : a seat-upon the Executive is apt to
breed a sense of cautionm. s

Ammon (Postal Group), who seconded the
resolution, has also grown of late somewhat
careful,. He is a Parliamentary candidate, and
that too has a steadying influence, * Some ol
us in a few days are to meet our constituents."
No, no, Mr. Ammon, your would-be consti-
tuents—there is a world of difference there.
If candidates could only be sure of the votes
how very much belder their words would be !
Ammon declared that ¢ the work for which the
Labour Party entered the Comiitionis accom-
plished, since the autocrats of _Germany have
fallen.” But, Mr. Ammon, we thought that
you were against both the Coalition and the
War | He added a saving clause. The fall of
the autocrats was due as much to the German
Revolution as to the force of the Allied arms.
““ Having won victory on the battlefield ; having
overthrown Prusslanism., "—he” was at it
again, How these candidates interlard them

Socialism. Nevertheless, his words held a
sting ; there is always something contemptible
in the position of those who cling to office.
That is one of the great reasons why it 18 best
that men and women should be the directly
elected and instructed delegates of those they
profess to serve. Continuing his attack on
those who desired to withdraw from the Coalition
Government, Clynes said that he had watched,
“ with a good deal of lamentation at times,”” the
actions of the I.I.P. members of the Party
Executive. The Prime Minister in Irance had
told the American troops that the German
people could have peace on the terms of Presi-
dent Wilson’s fourteen points. He was inter-
rupted by cries of ** The Kaiser,”” and he cruelly
replied ; ‘ The Kaiser symbolised the purpose
of the German people at that time.” It was
most important, he said, that the Labour Paity
should have passed a resolution welcoming the
declaration of the Prime Minister and that that
resolution should have been sent to the German
“people. If that had been done he thought it
might have brought the War to an end soomner,
but the I.L.P. men would not agree. Curious
statement. this, from one of the men who have
opposed holding any converse with the German
Socialists during the War ! He, Clynes, was
speeches with catch phrases ! opposed to the mere drafting of resolutions ;
Ammon also le‘}(:ﬂlf}ﬁ (o) Cl}']if‘.ﬂ to come out, he wanted the I}:;h"l'.}' to do sfmml-hing. SOmeone
of the Uoalition. Then Clynes rose to speak and\ called : “ What is the programme ¢’ He tamely
was recelved with some applause—not with | replied that, of course, the D.O.R.A. must be
much enthusiasm, it is true, but still with/ abolished, but he continued, ‘‘free speech is
applause that would have been denied to\ exactly what I claim the working masses have
Barnes, Roberts, or Hodge. “ We might get \ enjoyed during this War.” Voice yelled :
someone worse at the Food Ministry,” is the Maclean,”” ‘ Wallhead,”” and other

(i ]‘]
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thought that tempers the wind of criticism ¥ prisoners’ names at him, but he went on: * So
where Clynes is concerned.

far as there has been intertference with free

The majority of the Labour members of speech, it has been on the part of working men

Parliament are opposed to coming out of the themselves,”” Was there ever hefore such a
(Coalition before the election. The Parlia-

bold-faced apologist for any government ?
mentary Party had tabled an amendment that : He sneered at Robert Williams for his sudden
“T'he Coalition Gavernment should be supported?

conversion to the cause of order and restraint ;
till the end of the War and on peace being signed'! only last week at the Albert Hall Williams had
the Party should resume 1ts- dom of aetion.’’-

\ called for the establishment of a Socialist
The speeches of those who supported the Republic and ‘““a notice *To Let ° at Bucking-
amendment clearly showed that in their view ham Palace.” ‘“Is that restraint ¢~ C]}rneﬂ
““ freedom of action ’’ by no means necessarily asked sanctimoniously, but there were no
meant that the Party should withdraw its cheers, only some angry interruptions, and one
members at any period. Indeed, the main “C

heard the murmur : *‘ Capitalist scab | ”’ Robert

- # e . . e —————— .

burden of their argument was that 1t 1s better Williams had appealed to Clynes and his
to be in any coalition at any time than to be

colleagues in the Government for loyal support
left outside.

_ of the Conference’s decisions: when had he
Clynes moved the amendment. He said that himself loyally supported them ? How had he
it was his own and represented a middle course

treated its decisions on the War and the.
which he had chosen hetween two extremes.
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fict that the world is at last entering upon
v period of its history in which Labour
| triumph over Capitalism. One of these
;ches was not delivered from the floor of the
nfeence, but came as an interruption from
, wllery and an abtempt was made
wmt out the man who made if, It
V. F. Watson calling to the delegates :
Jou are going to take & vote as 10
biher Clynes shall stay in the Government,
{what about John Maclean, who is golng to
jinprison 7 The other note of independence
struck by Gallagher from the Clyde, who
gly declared his desire for revelution.
fmothing has happened to the Labour Party
hicrenico, o disesydant critical spirit has
wed there. The_ atmosphere of Jeader-
bship has vanished. T Pagriotism,” 1n the
¢ of subservience to the Govermment, is at
fiscount, Henderson, who was the hero of
b hour when he left the Cabinet, who was
fred to as the principal Teader, the mamnm Wwho
i, and was cheered on. eyery appearance,
know fallen t0 the position of a mere nobody
| He made no speech last
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e Conference.
v, and contented himself withr Téading
L brief business announcemernts on the result
the voting and such formal matters. . The
aviews which he has been giving to the Fress
ate have lost him the Ii*l]i%@ﬁiﬁ

larity, Curiously enough, the only people
2 &

spoke of victory amd itsfruits-were some of
 pacifists, who, not realising the magnitude
the change that has taken place in the
wir Movement, again and again made use
ingo catch-phrases in order to placate the
Jidices of their war-time opponents.

-1'1'-]'1'-:'7- Williams, in moving, on behalf of
b Executive, the resolution to withdraw from
f’_lf.'mu]i[iun, adopted a tone of unwonted
“dess, The Executive, he said, had done
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Coalition 7 Clynes spoke now with a note of

EUist to maintain an honourable agreement
il the Labour members of the Government,
Ify-h" expressed his own desite to confinue
King with them on amicableiterms. There

ts0ome Labour members of the Government

He appeared to be playing an independent
hand, looking to his own posifion and not
troubling about the fortunes of any Party.
Knowi ng that the amendment would heldefeated,
he delivered a lateral attack upon the Party,
saying the sort of things the capitalist papers

bitterness ; he was feeling the turning of the
tide, knowing defeat. But he would not let
the case go by default ; he was making a fight
for it. He appealed to the pride of the dele-
gates: the War would end with the Peace Con-
Continued on page 112§

a o b 0 D Sy - ,.:-.
ol N TL ST |"_'!'_'t;.‘."'""-._.l-.,
L ‘I;__ o= _'1'_'.1'

i B4 Al .
. ik 15 & =
St I - - - N




—— k.
T S p— -

THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT 1131

THE WORKERS DREADNOUGHT : ..
BOLSHEVIK IDEALS AND THEIR FAILURE. vORKSHOP NOTES: By W. F. WATSON.

(1) Tt issued from the very heart of the peq P NEED F O_R A _HHE(EFP .STE’W%RDS
as guardian of the Revolution ; (2) while groyi M i,U'{_}-IL::-;_)]N_QTlN(_, BODY FOR LONDON.

it served as the pendulum, the interprete ! | et SN s
the Revolution ; (3) fully Hmtl-“'ﬂt% as purlig ;;;E}-lrifﬂlliﬁﬂzlhéﬁiig E.Ell?‘l]t?l(ﬂﬁa?}?] “ii
. w2 ; ' . ' wp VAL I L) it -
volitional and intellectual organ of its parq" 1 | ooard to industrially organising the
the people, it became the mstrument for reg)i -0~ with reg ' a y , _gf ‘ g th
] 1 E f ‘l.} I LD kars, and when we I'E]J]_}- that London 1is
the 1s8ues of the .

: 11 26 Lhere is no limit to its possibilities and poten-
tialities, and we urge every shop steward and
all committees to render service by making the
Council as widely known as possible and by
seeing fo it that every committee is represented
at the next conference. Further information
{:1&1}' be had from 7, Featherstone Buildings,
V.C.1.

A REAL WORKERS' MEETING.

As 1fully expected the politicians hawe so
arranged things that a general election is to take
place immediately, following the cessation of
hostilities, It would never do to have the people
united upon the declarationy of peace, so they
must be divided and nothing is caleulated to
divide the people more than a General Election.
And, of course, an oclection necessitates numerous
meetings of ‘all factions and parties, including the
Labour Party. I was at the Albert Hall on
Thursday, November 14th, and was struck by
the entire absence of workers amongst the speakers,
by the poverty of ideas expressed and by the
hostility to the Labour politicians on the part of a
large element of the vast audience. The speakers
were M.P.s, Trade Union officials, and middle-
class people who, not being of the workers, can
never, however good their intentions, give ade-
quate expression to the desires and aspirations of
the workers.

These people speak of *“ Labah' and the
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Woolwich Arsenal S.S. Committee, which at
present is a purely craft committee mainly
confined to the A.S.E. This committee 1s
extremely poweiful in the Arsenal, and as a-
consequence many of its members think it the
ideal form of organisation. Similarly with the
River Thames Ship Repaireis Committee and
the London Woodworkeis Council. Then there
is the W. London Engineer Workers Committee,
influential in the W. London area, the London
Workers, &ec., &e. It seems to me that these
committees represent varying degrees of con-
sciousness and what we have to do is to co-
ordinate their activities without In any way
interfering with the method of building up the
local or trade committee.

ment,”’ said Mr. Louis Edgar B]‘[Ll'ﬂ"[lf?,* is really
only the Executive Committee ol u_ru:at*nunli..u:*r
of local village, town and city Soviets I which
there oxists a real sound demoeratic idea of
majority rule ~.... .

The Russian Revolution, now occipying the
centre of the quaking world’s st age, allows 1111‘;
careful observer to catch a glimpse of what that
entity people really must be. The .l‘{.'lltifilill.ll‘
people, struggling to assert itself, has I 1 e
travail of the Revolution given birth to & new
creation, flexible, mobile, and yet ]"H‘I'thti"ﬂ;l.‘ as
are the thoughts and will it expresses. his
creation is the Soviet. The trumpets of the
March Revolution, 1917, lrl'mlg}_ﬂ._ down Huf
Jomanov dynasty, and the rejoicing ol th{:%
Russian people knew no bhounds. But ._Llw
events immediately following had a sobering
effect upon the masses. The frst l.mn"?:lﬁ
¢ estion arose : ““Is the

(Reprinled with omassions from an a.-rimlelf by
¥ . L 1
Dy. . HAGBERG WRIGHT 1 The Con-
: : : ry ] T I . ‘- 0 |
temporary Leview, November, 1918.)
that England
and thecefore
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Revolutionary Hus::i(::l thinks

11 as Immperialistic as Germany, an re
ﬁlﬁlﬁrﬂ:g ?um of its Revolution. We Hhil“, f—l.ﬁt
so much as begin to understand the Russian
problem until we recognise quite Imnkl;a_.* the‘;rl
England—like the rest of the world t_u_u‘inl(,l.f
Russia—does stand foc .concepulons :-..md met 10d4
in politics and industry which Revolutionary
Russia rejects utterly. e
The Bolsheviks are very much out of fav our
just now. Our writers and talkers _hfulu 0
emptied upon them a poor vocabulary of E{]_Hl.‘-lﬂ:h
and, hoping to drive suburban pieties into 11{1
incredulous hearts ot ]'L"-I]'ihi}'ll. t.n{'}'} r(JfL}r-;{]H]}]l'[;’
wave made of them a sort O Ogoy-man .
?[i::l.{ itmnm.a:t. he borne in mind : The Russian
roblem, the real Russian problem, 18 conyﬂn-
uted, not by the violence of the Bﬂlsyewﬂ_ si:
but by the constructive thought 1011 \;ir' -1*?!11
they stand, We must get rid, once and tor all,
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vevolution., . . 5 _ r” " Dagt - welats bold that et benighed
What shiould one say to all this ? One hi

: rp; simply hepeless. And gometimes we
seems quite clear—the Bolshevik Revoly@” = it is. When we think of the
was-not merely the wvictory “f. & destructf ~.L~J-‘.1E=1 organisation of our provincial
fovce ; it was also the viotory of & constryg; -"!L:.J-ulr--:: and when we cinsider that
idea. Think of that idea what you will, i¢ Eank
n milestone in human history, and for may

L canise similarly ILondon Workers has
. :u..ﬂl-.h heen the' despair of those who have
long day and in every part of the world mil|jj"
will see in it a signpost. . Iven it 1t be fallagjnf

onpted 1, Wwe Faztr.-nmi-im{!ﬂ wonder whether
‘ _ il ever be achieved ; but we have by no
it is & no worse case than some of the thougf s abandoned all hope. To my mind the
that have achieved, and to-day enjoy, . ‘
political credit, in circles quite respectalle.
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Revolution saie !
As the embodied answer to this question, :-apr:.h;;g.i
up the Soviet; a revolutionary creation, & child
of the people’s awakening consclOUSNOSS. City,
town and village, as well as each unit of the
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; _ It may be said that such a co-ordinating
bitake has been 1n not making due allowance
ps : © of those committees with a lesser degree of
: ocla ymoerat, yet 1t seers to me the e Sie i Ay B B TR AT ' : g
am no Social Demoerat, § ne thy gpeat to militate against the ?_nnldu;g up of a consciousness, but this can be saleguarded
l Eorful movement,
S o 3 (54 ; reasonec exmperima _ _ e s : , . :
]‘ﬂ“"l_“t.“;y ]iu m_];{.“il (ilk is true) ;ll'““”] [t is too often t.!luught tl}&t hnmulm a certain  ordinating body shall be consistent with the
towards Kreedom-—= i m of organisation is suited for the workers highest degree of consciousness. This has in
| £ 3 Slitie Unf ihe Clyde or any other big industrial centre,
'.i . ][- H"l ) !' 5' I ‘-Il]":]-l- :li. | I1I"+- 3 - i . § i . . :_. T i r : ' 4 v 1 - y . . "
TI” h:%ﬂn' 1111%:[!(; :1 1'11}1:'1? has never had f iI: ]*L L form of organisation is equally suited for Stewards and Workers’ Committees which met
1e HOovielh LxOVer 2 s ART S L 1l T8

‘ . body will tend to become re-actionary because
. local circumstances and factors which
Y y Soviet Government, the Russ : G : l
under b8 (SOYISY S ’ s y against by insisting that the basis of the co-
: ' ¢ profoundly interesting and JEEE" : AL ,
and aim, but proiot 7 and § fact been achieved. The conference of Shop
k
This is a fundamental error.
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of the misleading notion that the ]34;:1&-‘»'[11:11'11{
leaders are mere soum thrown up by & Vviclous
ferment. Happily, close to my hand thereé 18

o = . o x: " ‘ l- ; £ ‘
an authoritv....Un January Oth last Mr.
Hamilton Fyie wrot€ i—

‘e To begin with, we must not—as most 1}{-5}1_"10
here still do, I fancy—think of men like Lenin,
Trotsky and Chicherin as men of no m-umu.lt_,
mere mob-leaders, hooligans; lLenin 18 & stucdent,
thinker, writer. e

¢ Lmiin now has for many years been director
of the Bolshevik Party, chiefly m exile. A man
of highly oultivated mind but {ir:*lﬂ_rm'ﬂ.tni}y careless
in diess and personal appearance. Prefers to
look like a peasant or & town labourer. An lli_lIlL‘:.:t
idealist '

There lies before me also a Russian pamphlet
written bv Lenin before he became the head
of a Russian Government i—

“ Our duty, therefore, if we wish to remain
Sooinlists, is to go lower and deeper to the I‘Lﬁ*lﬂ
masses. Therein was the whole meaning of ﬂm
struggle with opportunism and ol tlln:jf s_uulg;i_:%e;
To explain to the masses the necessily an 1
- evitablenoss of & break with opportunism, 10
urge them to an inspiring :jt-rygg_:_ln with 1t, t0
teach them all the evil of National, 1_11;-:}:':1.] gu‘u.l
labour politics, that is the only Mnrxmn”lmu of
advance for the workers' world-movement.

The writer had
dictatorship of the
same pamphlet I translate
tences —

Sooial Democracy does not aim only at the
abolition of the division of humanity 1nto :-lmu_ll
governments and of all particularising of 11%}1-1“}15,
and not only at the coming tf.}g?;’blmr of nations—
it aims at the fusion of nations.

already envisaged ° the
Proletariat.” From the
a few other sen-

A new egeneral order of things, based upon &
world-wide integration, moral if not Imnstiti-
tional, of the workers—that is what Lenin 18
thinking of, or dreaming of....Lenn 1s not
merely an iconoclast. He has a constructive
thought ; beyond the destruetion he 111}::*11&5 he
gees a new polity, a new civilisation. The new
civilisation would be one based upon a new
order in industry : the new polity would be
one based upon the workers, upon those who
are now, but then would not be, the proletariat.
And neither the civilisation nor the polity
would be national. Bach would be the local
and non-particularising realisation of a thought

armyv . all formed their local Soviets to safeguard
the Revolution. Pk

These local organs, always functioning and
therefore always I:‘llf_‘ﬂiil1g the thoughts, desires,
and will of the small communities they represent,
send delegates to the capital, who iu'r_fn the
Central Executive Committee of all the Soviets
of Workmen’s, Soldiers’, and Peasants _[_Jn'.-lt.---
gates. The election to the ﬂl']li."f'ﬂ-l body 18
carried out on the basis of party lines, s0 that
the Central Execitive Committee has always
various currents and even
andercurrents of the Russian Revolution.

Soon after the overthrow ol 'J_'Hm‘dnl'{.]_. the
people felt that the mewly-forme {1..]_"i'{-‘.'lr.w'.lfﬁllll;l
Government ol Lvov-Rodzianko-Milyukov did
not intend to deviate from the general _]mlu_wi 8
of the old régime. This popular fecling 1m-
parted itself to the lecal Soviets, which rt-uulu_ﬁ
in the second question: *“ Who 1s f}'li nd and
who is foe 227 In other words, the Doviet was
forced to explain the sense of the Revolution.
The first answer was a fermentation within the
Soviets, reflecting the people’s quEsStIONNE
mind. and this fermentation ended In the
cleavage of the Soviet forces. .HTELH'*]‘ILLH}Z }lw
split manifested itsell hlf”lf’.‘- first °* coalition
government,”” headed by Kerensky.

This second question was made _
and insistent by the Korniloff uprising. 1t grew
more and nmri' obvious to the ]H'Hlb]{' that the
““ goalition government =° Was merely an ex-
pression of the old order under a new name.
In response to the growing pop ar 11111‘1;-.51.,_?‘11-:_:
vift in the Soviet deepened ; whatever elements
s esistibly tended to the right were pushed out
by pr-]'nll:l:!.' pressure upon the llt_:ft, :1.11:1_11._}.1{) I‘l.'HH“:
was the July insurrection. The Soviet thus
emphasised the popular interpretation {.11_ the
sonse of the Revolution. It 18 not I.‘IIE.!T{_.‘L‘\'. a
political revolution, but an L-Lfr;rryuum{_x-;ﬁnu:i:_ll'
revolution, and whoever thwarts 1ts course 18
the people’s enemy. e

But if indeed this is the historical sense of the
Revolution, then arises a third question . .B_"f
whom and how shall the issues of the Revolution
he promoted and realised in life ¢ (}f‘ nm%rh'.{.zi
by the people, and by the power 1}:111';:11 expresses
the people, by the Soviets. Such was t.]mf
categorical answer given by the November
uprising, which for ever put an end to the
policy of coalition and alliances of the real

represented all the

more vital

propaganda,
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wholly general.

The Soviet Republic intends such a ]:u:.:lii-_?:
The word °* doviet

beecome
those Councils of
Workers® and Soldiers’ delegates which were
established everywhere in Russia immediately
In the Constitution
Jussian State
‘ a Republic of Soviets ot Workers’,
Peasants’ Deputies,” :
referred to under the novel designation ** Russian

and such a civilisation,
means Counecil. It has .
England as the designation ol

after the fall of Tsardom.
decreed on Jily 10th last the
appears as -
Soldiers’ and

Socialist Federative Republic.™

“ The present day Rassian Soviet Govern-

o4l DN ¢
! r et
Lo 11.! E::i'l.ﬁ'\".'z'ﬁ lm!__,___. | :} g ,,__,,.*1 n-. : "E"_
ang : , wsaid that 1~ the Pensions Ministry
rnational ¢ 0 _ : I
que, o SlNegLpse of the machinery already
P e by “hore might be reason in the Bill,
 the meantime outtle right it had to claira more
 nnexations. sgition the Bill was read a

ndemniities. Y

‘right of the peoples (e (

!
5; o T Morattan qfi us that Mr. Borar
¢egnational Federatltn OX w—ar o e A 3
| ~“Never Endians
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Revolution with the representatives Ol ‘the
dying old order. Thus by & ]_?ll‘l_'H:-t;'H't-i‘f_:f elimina-
tion the Soviet was finally purified of the
elements leaning toward the fight ; a process
which showed that, as the individual hesitates
hefore making his choice and stamping as his
will one or the other of the ideas conflicting in
his mind, so the Russian people hesitat ed 1}&._’11;;:1':3
it found and expressed its conscious will. The
Soviet made this possible.

In brief. these are the three phases passed
throngh by the Soviet from birth to manhood :

familiar 1n

and 18
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* Oorrespondent in Russia of the Chicago Daily News.

1
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Had it heen recognised by the Allied Powd
and we had accredited to it a first-rate mif
there would have been no need for it to call
the sanguinary safeguard of the Red Terror,

Why did not England recognise the Sof
Government ? A }j‘ni*nllli:* that celelpd
France’s Day, glorifies Cromwell, and is prg
of 1688 cannot object to & Revolution me
hecause it s & Revolution. And as a maf
of fact, we did not object to the Russian Revd
tion. In England as in Russia, the Tsardf
was ° unwvl'ﬁ; unhonoured : 1n ]flnf]:n_.m 0
Russia, we praised the Russian Revolution, &
even when a continuing |
Kerensky a Minister—'° Kerensky the Red *
he called himself—our plaudits did nof
Indeed, we paid Kerensky & compliment w}
we then thought the highest :
OUr pPower— we called him ° the I:Iujnl (ien
of Russia.” Thus far we were coxdial, hut wi
the destructive character of the
Revolution became clear our thoughts reboung
to that palladium of the f-.umfc.r.rt:l.inlu Iy
order. and we withheld recognition.

mplingent

Shallow reasons have been put forwardg

justification of our Governments attitude.
L - L] : - - § - il n ';ﬂl
has been said, for instance, that the No

Government represented only & section of §

yussian people, and came into being b
violent usurpation. NO doubt 111}:. S0y
Goyvernment did represent only a section ol
Russian people, but an American on the s

writes : ¢ The Bolsheviks were extreme o] Ll'lr:ill
They perfected the organisation of a cend
clearing house for these 1-1_1::115.4&1‘111:% of Sovig
They used this organisation to spread tig

and won over to thelr point
view 95 per cent of the soldiers and 80 per of
of the peasant masses.” N
of the soldiers, 80 per, cent of the peasants;

are larger percentages than would have vo
in France for the restoration of le__i:‘.r.nm'h
after Napoleon’s first downfall. [ cant
however, bring myself to spend tme 9
percentages. Kngland did not. refuse to 1%
nise the Soviet Government solely because

Covernment was * sectional,” she refused §
because strong forees in England—commen
industrial, agraran, pnlitiuul—ftlt_ o Jiang
to things in Russia which the Soviet Governn
did not represent, and disliked very murh ‘1h[l
that which it did quite effectively represeiy

This brings me to the second objection

Qoviet Government = came intn' heing
violent usurpation.” 1 am inclined bo.!

“ What if it did 2’ But that would miss
real point. The real point should beé 5:-11:&3_?*!.1
the noun rather than In lh{}-' at}_}--f;‘ifi_l‘fltl
“ ysurpation >’ rather than 1in qub
Dominant powers in England dislike lew )
Revolution because, in the Hm'a_almmni.‘
“ People ”’ acted for themselves; i]li‘:},‘”iﬁ;“‘
the spontaneity of Freedom. A 5egWg

Continued at foot of next page
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JOHN ﬁ!;achN.

We now learn on goodl authority that sined 1ast
July” John Maclean has peen on hunger strike\ gnd
undergoing  foreible feeding. Is this country to
be the last in granting | reprieves. CGermany! ha;
shown the way by freeir}z Karl Liebknecht, w.qc<e
popularity  has been incyaased enormously’ byf the
unjust treatment meted nut to him. W‘rl"t%g Wi
going to have our pclivical Erisnne-rs resOls, o3

o of the ool iy, should pepdledtebcinds
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Ninety-five per C§

ndon workers,
b nust be remembered that London is Nort
ndustrial centre ; 1t 1s the seat of Commeroe
4 Finance. London is also the seat of
alty and government, in consequence of
boh it has a large and, with the growth of
aucrecy, an ever inereasing population of

and lackeys who hpve vested
in the perpetuation of Capitalism and
Again we must remeémber that

hants
ppllAnLs
il_'-l_"".i.

: satle.

bndon covers a very wide area and the great

« of the workers live miles from their work,
lwe don’t blame them, with the result that,
Laite of the travelling facilities, it is very
gult to get them together except under
mordinary circumstances. And, lastly, we
« not forget the thousand and one occupa-
s the London workers are engaged in, which
esatate dilferent modes of ofgarusation.
Vevertheless, four years of warfare have
st the London woirkers the value of work-
p organisation, with the result that shops
| workers’ Committees are springing up
vwhore.

Al these Committees came into existence
rihe same reagson—the failure of the ordinary
ol union movement—and all have the same
wi—to secure more and more control in

b vorkshop—bub by reason of varying cir-
Instances and trade condilions each takes a

kront  form.

for

"_:T; g -

There is, ingtance, the

i e

at Chandos Hall on Saturday, October 19th,
decided to accept the recommendation that a
London and District Council of ».S. and
Workers be formed, and it was further agreed
that the basis of the Council shall be the
organisation of the workers regardless of craft
or sex, with the avowed object of securing
control of the industries.

A further conference is to be held to draw up
the few rules that will be necessary, to draft a
constitution and t6 appoint necessary officers.
The value of such a council will be apparent
to all. Fach co-ordinated committee will be
free to develop its own organisation in its own
way and each will appoint its delegates to the
Council. If we ensure that the delegates
directly represent the men and women 1n the
shop, and if we have regular meetings, each
committee will be cognigant oi the stage ot
development of all other committees. Then,
should trouble arise in any one section, or
locality, the. industrial forces of all can be
quickly brought to bear upon the situation,
thereby enhancing the possibilities of success.
But that is only one of the advantages. By
extending operations infto every sphere of
industry impetus will be given to the formation
of more committees and by eliciting the active
support of the discharged soldiers and sailors
it may become the nucleus of the London
Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Wortkmen’s Council,

“Working Clarses  as though it was something
quite apart from themselves, and as though it
was some helpless infant that required a wet
nurse.  tThe two women speakers reminded one
of nothing so much as Charity Organisation dames
and the reference by one of them to a *tripe
shop ’ was particularly unfortunate. We may
not have the ability (if any is required) to run
guch a tl‘i}.u- :~lu,|]p as the Albert Hall I]l('{'til‘];L but
we have the ability and the moral courage to tell
the workers the correct way to organise to enable
them to achieve their emancipation even though
those ideas are unpopular with the politicians.

The London Workers’ Committee is somewhat
“fed up"” with these middle-class politicians
whatever their particular label might be, and
their references to ** Labah ' and the * Working
Clarses '’ and, with a view to outlining a practical
working policy, the members of the I.W.C. have
decided to hold a ma:s meeting of WORKERS
to be addressed by "S8RKFRS, The meoting
will take place on {, Liecember lst, 6 ».u.
The list of speakers and the hall will be announced
In next weelk's DREADNOUGHT and other workers’
papers. Some difficulty bas been experienced in
securing a suitable hall, and not having the
financial resources of a huge Trade Union, or a big
political party, and not being blessed (or cursed)
with wealthy friends we crave forgiveness if we
do not secure the Albert Hall. We appeal to the
workers of London to bear the date, December 1st,
in mind, and to roll up in their thousands to hear
what the Workersl Committeer Movement has to
say about the problems and difficulties that
immediately confront us,

LA Ie

VICTORY.

lh Monday, Nov. 1lth, immediately after
bers, the Prime Minister rose and read the
of the Armistice ; Mr. Asquith said a few
“n and non-committal wordsa, and, then, on
proposal of Mr. Speaker, the House adjourned
ughteen minutes past three and, with the
i, proceeded to the Church of St. Margaret,
tminster, to attend a Service of Thanksgiving
amighty God,
bapoleon, whose power, with the assistince of
Lermans, we broke at Waterloo, used'\to eay
i~ God 1s always on the side of the bighbatta-
- He was a bit of a sceptic, old * lony "
and we do not hold with that *“‘“-}’i“gjr We
istly joined in the prayer for Peace, spicially
¢ we cannot be guilty of the gross blasthemy
elieving that the Almighty God would oidain,
te same day, the right thing on the leftibank
o Khine and the wrong one on the rightlbank
it fateful river., He had, therefore, watake
Aiinger in the pie ”’ in setting up the Geman
¥ated Socialist Republie,

VN MACLEAN AND SOME MYSTERY,

" Munro, in answer to Mr. King, says hedid
¥¢ any advantage in receiving a deputaion
Bsgow, urging on him that Maclean shoul{ be
8d. In answer to Mr. Whitehouse, wheher
5 stil] foreibly fed, and if it is proposed to
0 him : “* T have nothing to add to reylies
ay miven,’' . . ‘“ except that as Maclean is 1ow
U2 lwo meals a day in the ordinary way, hijs
l':t-.'.-;;lly ied only once,’ a reply to our ay
) tather puzzling, unless it 18 suggestive of

PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT.

very bad health, About 130 petitions, protests
and resolutions against the continued imprison-
ment of John Maclean have reached the Secretary
for Scotland.

DEMOBILISATION.

Porsonally, we do not believe it will happen as
soon as many people think, but here you are:
Lectures are already being given at the front
dealing with the outlines of the procedure to be
adopted. The claims of married men to early
release have been recogniced, and, conditions
F_iﬁing equal, they will be selected in preference.
In view of the shortage of coal, coal-miners are
released from the Army in accordance with the
decision of the War Cabinet : as many as possible.
The question is also being considered of an early
demobilisation of officers and soldiers of like
standing whose education has been interrupted,
provided that it can be proved that is the case.

DEATH PENALTY.

“The answer is in the negative,”’ says the

Under Secretary of State for War, to Mr. Tre-
velyan,
armistice 1s signed, the death penalty will be
abolished in the British Army."

k

who asked *‘*whether, now that the

RECRUITING.

“ While recruiting under the Military Service

Acts has been suspended,'’ says Mr. Beck, *‘ those

Acts remain 1n force in case the necessity should

arise for bringing them again into operation.’
E 4

* K

A man, whose exemption has. expired, need not
make application for renéwal until public notice
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has been 1ssued. He that holds a conditional
exemptlion and ceases to falfil the conditions may
be called up for service, in the event of resumption
of recruiting.

SOVIET GOVERNMENT.

Now that armistices with all the enemy States
of Germany, the Dual Monarchy, Bulgaria,
Turkey, have been concluded, Mr. King is eager
to know whether the wmilitary expedition to
Russia will be pressed on. Mr. Bonar Law
diplomatically answers: “TI ean make no state-
ment.’ Well, we could, but we can’t, not in
print anyhow. Mr. Balfour “ understands '’ that
the Maximalist authorities in Russia have *in-
quired whether a neutral Government would
promote negotiations  between  them and the
Alhed Powers' but, he too, cannot make any
statement ‘‘as to the conditions under which
our hostile operations in Russia may be con-
cluded. °* Mum,” is the word, in other words,
even for M.P.s. Therefore, if you really want to
know something about the cessation of hostilities
in Russia, at Archangel, on the Murman Coast,
or the Black Sea you had better go down the
lidgware Road and =eek a palmist, & crystal-gazer
or a thought-reader on that point, it will be just
as good as Parliament.

WHAT'S A NATION ? “DUNNO!”
Candid Bonar Law confesses ignorance. No
{h:i‘ini_timn has been reached defining the term
“nation © as used in the fourteen points of
President Wilson. Are the Yugo-Slavs a nation
and the Irish and Scottish peoplé not ?
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LONDON MEETINGS.

OUT DOOR,

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd.

Castle Road, Kentish Town.—5.30 P.M., Miss
Price.

SATURDAY, NOVENMBER 23rd.

Great Push for a People’s Peace, Socialism and
Votes for All in Hoxton.—Meet at Whitmore
Head at 3 p.m. Speakers: Miss Price, Mrs.
Walker, Mrs. Clara Cole, Mr. Moscovitch.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBIER 24th.

Osborn Street, Whitechapel.—11.30 A, Miss
Price.

Finsbury Park.—3 P.M,,>John McLeah Demon-
stration.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th.

Clocktower, Burdett Road.—11.3
Price.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29th.

Haguoe Street, Bethnal Green.—11.30
Miss Price,

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30th.

Great Push in Leytonstone.

A.M,, Miss

A.M.,

INDOOR.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25th.

44, DMalden Road.—2.30 Pp.M., §St.
W.S.F. Business Meeting.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28th.

208, Lincoln's Inn Fields.—7.30 p.M., E. G. Smith

76, Whitechapel Road.—8 r.y., Rev. Ch, Wills,

Chair : Mr. Moscoviteh.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1st.

400, Old Ford Road.—7 r».Mm., Mrs. Rosa Hob-

house, Mr. G, A. K. Luhani (C.C.L.), ‘ Free-

Paneras

FEDERATION NOTES.

In spite of the fact that most people were
mafficking in the Albert Hall or elsewhere on
Thursday ; we had a small audience in Chandos
Hall, to hear Sylvia Pankhurst and David Ramsay,
anc though we froze, the speeches were worth
frecezing for. We should, however, adwvise all
voclalists to equip themselves with a *° winter
warmer = for meetings. We were able to hand
over 25s. 6d. profit to the General Fund. On
LThursday, November 28th, E. G. Smith is the
speaker at 298, Lincoln’'s Inn Fields on ¢ Dear
Brutus.” Come and hear a good lecture without
freezing.

SHALL TOM MOONEY HANG?
A Monster Protest Meeting

will be held at

The ORPHEUM Cinematograph Theatre, Croydon
On SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24th, I9I8, at 7 p.m.

ADMISSION FREE,

Collection,

Several well-known Speoakers will be present, amon
them being JOHN MOONEY, brother of TO
MOONIEY, Ex-Inspcctor SYME!, W. F. WATSON,
and other speakers.

TOM MOONEY, of the Moulders’ Union of San Francisco,
California, was sentenced to hang Augunst 23rd, 1918, but owing to
the intervention of Trades Unions {in America, Great 'Britain,
France and Ilaly, and also to the action of President Wilson, a
reprieve until December 13th was granted. The Governor of the
stnte of Californian has signified his Intention of relusing a further
repricve or a pardon. Strong effort is therefore necessary at onee
in order to save Mooney e life,

FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Pogt ¢,
—Malthusian Lesgue, 48, Broadway, Westmiuﬁtﬁ;B'
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To Dreadnoughi Readers in the Borough uf C;ﬂx .
Do you know Cjoydon’s own Socialist Weekly N*}‘*‘F‘i]i-'tp-a

THE EPISTLE (estab. 19(¢)

The Editor, Cnntrih'utms* Publishers and Printersare all ek
< 4l Socis)

Price 1d. webkly, delivered anywhere in Croydon
Send post cald 112, Woodville Road, Thornton HJ_M. '
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~ FOR SCRAMBLED EGGS, ETC., ysp
Greer’s
Agreeaile Whole Dried Egd

2 whole eggs 215(]“

D. W. Greex & Co., Camberwell, London, 8 @

GREAT DEMONSTRATIQ
FINSBURY PAREK.

Sunday, November 24th, at 3 pnm
To Demand the IMMEDIATE RELEASE of
JOHN McLEAN and all other POLITICAL PRISONS

Liebknecht and Adler are free, why not oY

Political Prisoners P :

John Arnall, L.LL.P. ; T. A. Bibby, Hackney T. & L.0. . w .
N.U.R.; E. C, Faitcbild, B.8.P.; V. L. McEntee, B.S. B.. Alos
NyA F.T.A. ;-Jacg Miils, A.S5.K.; Mirinm Price, Ws g . r!
Russell, N,C.F. ; Utouncillor J, J. Vaughan ; W. P. Watson LW
A. A. Watts, BS.P,; Mrs. Walker, W.S.F.; J. Andrews, 1'al
Comrades willing to distribute Bills at Albert Hall should e
C. Taylor putlside maln entrance on Saturday. nt 5 , .

Funds urgently peeded. Send a donation to G, A, P srititer

Treasursr, 38 Florence Road, Scuthall, Middlesex.
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dom.” Chair: Miss N, Smyth.
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Vote for
e — The Children’s Birthrig

LEANEY’S LTD., 7 shillings a week to eve
WHOLESALE NEWSAGENTS. child in our midst, as proud

| : welcomed citizens till th§
City Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought peach the age of 21 veaf

when | they will be able
vote for themselves.

A :
- . ®

OTHER ORGANISATIONS, TRADE UNIONISTS, COME IN YOUR THOUSANDS.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th. Y
Walthamstow League of Rights Williamn Morris
Hall, Somers Road.—2.30. r.m. Miss Horsfall
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ANTIQUES
Highest Prices given for Old China or Antique
Furniture in any condition,
MARY  CASEY,
o0 p Hlf ;'__ s \W.C. o Lt il

A" 26,

g and 10, ST. BRIDE’S AVENUE, E.C.4.

L abarban Pablishing Co.)
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T B e i DT W Thursday, December 5th, 3 to 10 p.m.
© -aj{giﬁﬁggﬁﬁﬂggﬁﬁ@a! nh“rs a}r ey 3 Mr:.mCEDAR PAUL

OCpener -
Chair s Mrs, DRAKH

Joys from the London College of Choristers will sing.
Children’s Dances.  Plerrots.

7
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Friday, December 6th, 2.30 to 10 p.m.
W. F. WATSON.

Miss PRICE,
Children’s Danced
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Opener -

Chair -
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Concert in aid of the Mothers’ Arms Day Nursery,
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Saturday, December 7th, 2.50 to 10 p.m.

GEORGE LANSBURY.
Mrs. WALKS
Concert—Madame Levinskaja, Madame Kontorovitch & other Artistes. Pie
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Chair -
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STALLS :
Vegetables and Fruit - Mrs. PASCO
Remnants - Mrs. THRING,
Books, Literature, etc. -/ Miss HENRIETTA LESLIE.
Children’s Garments - Miss BURGIS.
Garments & Christmas Tree - WALTHAMSTOW LEAGUE OF RIGE
Toys - Mrs. ELLIS. Fancy Goods - Mrs. PEARCE.
Chiristmas Presents - Mrs, JEWJON. Grocery - Mrs, LAURIIS
Tobacco - “BOB” & “ TANNER."
Refreshments - POPLAR BRANCH.
Psychic Delineators. Photographs While You Wait. Pearly King. Coc§
in Full Dress. Siecially Attractive Side Shows.

Curios - Mrs. CASEY.
Flowers - Miss CASEY.

Cantributions towards the Stalls wil be gratefully received by Mxs. JEWS
54 St. Charles Square, N. Kensingjon, W., and should be sent by Decembel
pried, if possible.

= S =

ADMISSION—2/6 (3 days), !/- (2 days), 1/3 (I day), 8d. after 6

(ijcluding Tax).
Apply early for Tickets t¢ Miss BUSH, 400 Old Ford Road, E.3.

—

e s ——

Printsd by J. H, Franois, 11 and 13 Breams' Buildings, London, 4.0,%, ««  Published by the Workers’ Boeialist Fedestion, at 162 Fleet Street, London, B..C.4.
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JOHN MACLEAN ; ' | 1. |
) v < . ] .
We now learmm on goodl authority that sinced last LEA“Q Y’S L D'r * |
Jllf}.‘ Ju?m Mﬂﬂh?ﬂ:‘l has neen on hunger strike\ and “Org '( |
undergoing forcible fEBf..1'|ng. Is this country to W!'.thNEWfSAGENT

reprieves. Germany! ha: than,

be the last in granting
shown the way by freeirlz Karl Liebknecht, wjacse
by/ the

po]_m’:'arit,y ‘}]EI.S been Gy aased Fnﬂrmnusly
unjust treatment meted put to him. When #ive wo
o 1) going fo have our pclitical prisoners  re<ohutyed
—Ee-statement. Al sections of the ecommifaity. should prodest aeinss: — = 7

alleg}, ey PN Sy et SR
Lo '1-!' Hhmﬁ}mﬁ_j_‘;—::jm‘#Et 'ur!_‘l.’.’rh e
anc, - otional 2 tpaid that if the Penmsions Ministry
"que, - LA ) use of the machinery already
¢SK ONIseives. *here might be reason in the Bill
the meantime outtle right it had to elaira more
B e ations) ~eifion the Bill was read g
ndemnities. 4
'right of the peoples Bt (
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