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plays like ° Birthright.” In ,medieval England
Piers Plowman gives grim vignettes of rural life
that any modern realist might envy, and it is city
life, with its gold-paved streets and its Dick
Whittington’s career that is food for romances.

Schemes for settling discharged soldiers on }hﬂ
land are just now as plentiful as i:]i‘lf.‘.'-ﬁ‘l'lf‘l']‘lij’_'iﬁi.
They are the latest manifestation of that itch _1{1_1:
rural reconstrietion which has afflicted the ** old *
pulilit-nl parties for the last thirty years or so.

of his own life—are myths made not without e
purpose. In truth he s the servant—all but the
serf—of some stronger economic group. And,
indeed, it must be so ; for it is sheer impossibility
for an individual with small economic resources to

ty o And so far they are meeting witl® the same fate But to-day we keep our sentimentalising for the maintain singluhf}nldedly a successful struggle in a
E; | that has attended so many schemes since Mr. Jesse land z_mt[ our common sense for the towns. And 11'(}1'}(1 of competition. . -
o, Collings preached 11}}: gospel of three acres and a Iha.l_ls ]wr]fu.p:-; the chief reason why _111L- small- Nor, of course, was it really expected of him
if: : COW.- The schemes are there, but the men are not ]1c1|{1|1ng notion EEELI:{'(."I}' (*\.'r_w: gets alp]]]w{l .T“ the ihﬂ} he should hecome ]-[:.ﬂ[]}- ill(l(‘-])(‘-!l(l{*iji._ From
) forthcoming. One-gentleman who achieved great other and unromantic industries. A few r:-mii:xnu.*:ltl, Stein to Sh‘.vl}'}.rin the statesmén who dizing the
?éf publicity for am ambitious .‘-‘L'.ill‘lll['l(r[ employing indeed, urge a return to hand manufacture In nineteenth century created the peasant le:-:;mn'nf
A and training ex-soldiers laments in ’f’Fr_F f:!mfy (TE“I“H]] trades ; hut that is quite a different story. Iurope were far less concerned with the “-'E_‘li~:i.‘f'{llg
ey Erpress that he has only had a dozen applications. ’]I}{_j one-man lm:.a-'.mrfsﬁ got a liftle hoom over %llf‘ of the peasantry than with the security of existing
ip.gi :‘i.HHIH' Hll]ll‘.]' t-hﬂ-n :\h I'JIH{]_E'['! E]_.f],]ﬂi‘lt':i l]']ﬂ,i lll[,'. hrllliiﬂ'}' S['*-]'Tl[:'-{‘ P\["I_? !-‘rHt 111”..1 WwWas 4 I?ﬂ.‘-:."'-]ng l.]]f"'n[ii_.‘“i,jq_,]jf-_; ;]_,n.[]_ ‘['h[-_ ]]]i]ifiﬂ'}' Pr;.“*pr {',f states.

to 8 «oldiers are not attracted to life on the land, and matter, and-when the Government pletiges had been So it comes that while in England small-holdings
e attributes it all to the dulness of rural life : no duly given and duly broken, it ceased fo interest are advocated as the remedy for agricultural
[’;.ié cinenias, }'nullgnnu', and all that sort rulf thing. st Imf:r_r]r[}r. ("[lq"tainlj.' there is no {:Igmf_nn' for troubles. on the Continent—and in Ireland—men
_'ﬁ:i Now, Mr. Hodge is not quite so simple as he reconstruction of industry on a basis of one-man are seeking remedies for the evils of the peasani

sometimes sounds. And he probably realises quite businesses.
clearly that the true reason is that, in plain terms,
= the thing 1s not geod enough. It is not a question
| of cinemas : it is a question of arduous work and
n. 3§ long hours for—in many counties—a wage of
30s. a week. It 1s not theskind of job you would
jump at when there was any chance of something
hetter turning up. * Only, of course, the Right Hon.
the Minister of Pensions cannot admit. this,
hecause—unless I am much mistaken—he voted
ly  § b nrainst even a 208, statutory minimum, and so
committed himself to the view that a man ought
to work, and can keep a family décently, on 25s.
(say 12s. at pre-war standard) a week.
E : * Oh, but,” you are saying, ““no one expects
| the soldiers to go back permdnently as labourers.
We're going to turn them into small-holders ! *’
And there we are. in the middle of it. Small-
B holdings : thdf is the beginning and the end of
00 per cent of land reform schemes, Liberal or
Tory. The*Tory, with his land-owning traditions.
favours small ownership : the Liberal feels most
trighttully daring and progressive when he insists
that the land must belong to the County: Councils
and the holder be a tenant from them : the Land
Taxer abhors stch schemes, but hastens to assure
vou that, for some reason I have never been able
to track down, taxation of land values will produce
a plentitnl erop of small-holdings.
& Now, why this passionate helief in the small-
ON B holding. hoth as offering an attractive career and
‘3 as affording a means of reviving agriculture ?
— - Largely, of course, it is a matter of sentimentality—
| . vague town folkish ideas of sturdy yeomanry,
mingled with some vague Felieb in Arthur Young's

Let alone such trades as mining and
textiles and engireering, you never even heard of
a Bill to help shop assistants to set 1:p on their own
by providing them with cheap capital or with shops
on easy terms. ;

But for the agricultural labourer there has been
Bill after Bill, scheme after scheme, to assist him—
or some of him—to turn into ** sturdy yeomen.”
Every one of them has been trumpeted as the
dawn of a new era; every one of them has heen,
in slightly varying degrees, a failire. You will
hear all kinds of explanations from the politicians,
but very seldom the true one, which is simply this :
that on the whole the agricultural labourer has no
particular desire to he a small-holder.

You see, he happens really to khow something
about his own trade. He knows that the life of
the small-holder, except in very special circum-
stances, 1s by no means an enviable one ; that,
produeing as he dees on a hopelessly uneconomic
scale, it is only by the hardest toil and privation
that he can hope to compete with his larger
neighbours ; and that any stroke of ill-fortune—a
bad harvest or a serious illness—will probably drive
him off his holding or into irredeentable debt.

Half the romance of*the peasant, half the legend
of his sturdy independence is the outcome of a
deliberate blindness to reality behind the cutward
appearance. Kverywhere that a peasantry exists
It 18 I greater measure or less in the grip of the
moneylender. The gombeen-man of Ireland has
his. Indian counterpart. The bankers of France
and Germany and Austria could throw ecurious
light on the status of the peasantry there.

system. And they are seeking them precisely in
those methods of co-operation which are at hottom
the very negation and antithesis of small-holdings.
For co-operation is hased on the recognition of the
economic 1mpotence cof the singlé individual.
And the logical and inevitable sequence of co-
operation between small-scale producers will e
co-operation in large scale production. The fate
of the peasant is the fate of the proletarian :
either he will sink to hecome again a mere serf of
a triumphant capitalism, or he will become a free
partner In a democratic association—in an agri-
cultural guild. There is neither a third nor a
middle course possible for him.

And the moral of it all : simply this, that it is
scarcely logical or wise for a Labour Movement
which is based upon the recessity for co-operation,
to lapse in agricultural affairs into a ciude
individualism ; that we ought to work, not for a
system which will give nothing we want and which
18 foredoomed to failure, but directly and con-
selously towards a system of democratic assceiation
in which—and .in which alone—the agrieultural
worker, like his mdustrial counterpart, can hoye to
find a real economic security and a real personal.
liberty—the liberty not of a visionary afid im-
possible independence, but of a free interdepen-
dence with his fellows.

Note.—Just after writing this T see from N.
Meshtcheriakoft's article in 7The Herald of
Aungust 31st that in Russia, © having obtaijned the
land of the big awners, in many cases the peasants
do not want to divide it into small holdings, so as
Even not to impair the productivity of the whole

508,

m Belgium—rFEefore the war the admired model of concern. Tn  those cases the management 1S

. " magice of ]Jl“l'a]wl'f}.’ that can turn sand into Hn]fl.” farnﬁll-hnhling_ adveoecates—it is Hi,t‘llifil"{uri that the conducted on the undivided '[‘!rfi]ﬁf*!‘i}*.” That 1s
rtor B8 It 1s notable by the way, that agriculture is the one small proprietor was gradually being converted into very eloquent of what. the peasant himself thinks
ort S ndustry over which our predominantly urban- a small tenant—a change that makes one suspect about it. and he is a Fetter jdee than the
can people sentimentalise. In France people write mortgages and preclosures. doctrinaire statesman. or well-intentioned poli-
1cer novels like La Terre ’: in Ireland they write The peasant’s lordship of the soil—his mastery {ician.
O~ S . e — = e —— —_— > =z _ —
[INZ ..
o i THE WORKERS’ COMMITTE '
o RKERS COM) E CONGRESS. By W. F. Watson.
med &
thly S The Conterence of Shop Stewards and Workers” in the rooms of the N.F.W.W. at Temple Row. mittees had cast the votes of the whole of the
Diks Committees held in Birmingham on Saturday  Birmingham. Arthur McManns made a fine associate memkbership for selected candidates.
pad, S amd Sunday, September 7th and 8th, was as Chairman, strivine all he could to avoid anta- The following committee and officers had IFeen
fter encovraging ancd i]].‘i]'ni‘t'ing as the ;‘\p[‘il Conference grmi:ﬂﬂﬁ. The Hfil‘s-‘ (L[‘[t-;el't'r& E}l'(‘:ﬂ'!li‘ I‘f‘]“ﬂ'i"*:’ﬂ_*l‘ii['“. {‘]{_'{"1['[1, but he thoveht the Conference should
?i‘h ; was !Hb.{*n{?t‘ﬂgil'lﬂ' and depressing. 'l']u;:‘ fi]nil:'rr- J.,?ﬂi't'r.ruy .Fi]']ﬁtﬁnlwml, Birmingham, Bolton. either ratify or reject them :—
ol e o T e i e Govntny, Croond: Do, nvergorln, et oviona! Socrtam, G Pt (Moncheten)
pass ."Llrr-il :Iw"'--{‘:'11':1'{~;'r-11(‘(‘-. was by no i:r*-n-*nkm E-‘i‘v'u: .'1*; to -Tn’inunr if"‘w(-l]{.ﬁlnr "z{;-\!'f‘ 0 'I--U”il Q] ~ﬂ:‘ ]I Ttmtlr-nnlliprpsn:]en_t, 2 ﬁ-.fﬂmmm mh-ﬁgnwj ; 4%;{:]#?”
_ ALl ThE - as I LCalls clear as - y arlall SLEL, Ahewion-ic-y/1llows, wshetnelt,  Seeretary, J. T. Murphy (Sheffield): Treasurer,
1:-‘“*-'11 s tunetions and p[-lif{i.'. In September ghe f.‘.‘;{;}lll_h}}n!'i.Hnlll]‘u‘lm]m'-n', Stoke-on-Trent, Warring- D. Ramsay (Dartford) ; National Administrative
L fl“]-"_-':m_*:‘-'a'“;. had npgade up® their minds on both. ton. The number of delecates was limited hy the Council,. Scotland (two members), A. MeManus
L 13 lhe emphatic w:g'] in which the Liverpool scheme faet that instead of there being a steward for each (Glasgow), Frank Smith (Invergordon); North of
CVOS vas turned down and the resclution demanding union in a department there is now only one Lngland (three members), Geo. Taylor {R:ITI"'”“']_-'
nd 84 the withdrawal of Allied troops from Russia was steward representing the shop. This is asg it Eﬂsl‘[}fﬁjﬂizﬂf}’ -!T T&EW%‘?ETI{.H.:'NIEEEH;i.[f}l}“ll}r}::]!:
nﬂ;;ﬁ '1';‘:[ :‘_fi‘_"”;_h_’-l‘“;f;: I-:i"i‘i"'.f“_;f_llhf' J'f'g{nﬂf"21211]“";1:{_‘25 Hh'{fim‘]}f' s, _']' el farid e e Dingley ({_.‘t‘}".'('l'lf".l"}'}: : South of j..::l'lﬂ!_ﬂ'l.ld (two. mem-
eaTil 1»-,1}1-11. _I_f_":.'ﬂ““‘ s A RS '“ﬂ‘v Tm 148, ‘ ;"_' ”'“.‘ “1?"5'1””5 "]T[_{ SR e B 11‘5’1 hﬁ_.".r:“i}g Frnnk Dickie and W. F. Watson (both of

o ‘ather sionificant that within a few hours of the character of the mavement had completely ILondon).
W?ﬁ . tade Union Congress dissembling the Workers’® changed. To-day we represented a definite idea. '
&f;ﬂ_: T';-n.r'nljiiifftt- commenced n]_n:--:ﬂl'jn‘n_::, m‘-‘rl_ i.n spite of ngum*h-’, _wor ;s]'ln]j Cr-}‘111'f'1[. ’.["lu._* 11:-.]1i{=*f business THE LIVERPOOI- SCHEME.
goes *-.:.n:-::ﬁ Lht_ hiﬂf;;- 'é'};EPfITi'f{i{t?]1t=I lll-lla;-]ci! i{;m‘:wz’"’; *hﬂi;j “L'ﬂtm r] ltlm..lfe 1{_'11:1(}]1 flt LI]*gITF;S“ _]m_‘llf]_f'f'”_ ”]1_0 ap)- J, F'inigﬂn moved a resolution to adopt natiorally
Nowil e '1‘]1..:{1[, i’:nil;m C“nn;req%,j T(‘I.ﬂ].l.r_o EO ;:Tf thin t}“”;c:ln th.;ﬂ- miqnﬂt lE‘l[;fﬂLT]-JH T{ ]n-.”':.-]-l : 15;;0 ].n Ll‘m'{.*]-]‘mn]. I'he ‘TJl'»."E%‘:' hirr}] (l“.*'!f!i?‘[’!l“(-'lf‘__i':-l'_L’}"l!"]l:-}
froiss the -U.l'r- F o C e R SO Ll DT <y J aiibwaat they Sald ;. b 1€ Ing regardless of craft or sex, had formed Workshop
wkers’  Committee Conference with its

AR

111y representatives, each ore directly representing
the men in the shop, was of far greater importance.
everal times during the Conference when a
'tsolution was Leing debated iteywas asked : ©“ Have
We the power to put the resolution into effect ?

memlers appointed to the Committee of Inquiry
were quite reactionary, and we could not hope for
much from them. A delegate to the Trade Union
Congress had frankly said that if the Trade Union
Congress did not set about amalcamation the
Workers® Corpmittee would.

Committees and issred rules on a red ecard. It
then approached the Local Federation, offering <.
throw In its lot with it if the Federation would
organise on the lines of the red card. The two
committees had met and framed a scheme for

Jp o s e e o S : Yor d. The Slufp_ﬂtfjwm*dss* Local Engineering Councils to Ee compesed of two

‘I not; what is the use of passing it ?. We don’t Movement had repeatedly stated that it was not: gelecates from each scoietv and an eqral number
; & "t to pass pious resolutions like the Trade out to smash the Trade Union movement, but f ﬁ;presenmtiwﬁ drawn from the shop, who must
ight.8 tl~glh1lll Congress ™ ! | g Tlle T.U.C. is overcentra-- apparently, that must happen. McManus ended }, shop stewards. The Council would assume
ol ]L::L F;;HT.‘I_. 1*1% :Iack_ B:h‘liis_ 1‘.9]1;«.._-. me, * the whole job by emphasising the necessity of vesting control of responsihility on all questions of wages and would

& n ]m 't he sfﬂls .m d 1‘1‘10 delegates from the policy a.an action in the workshop. negotiate on all questions with the employers an
s ti[.;_: }mx-falhuh a Emnﬁrchﬁliﬁg of making them- The National Secreim_'}*, Geo. Peet of Man- Governmem#. The plan had worked well in
 B.0.4) e neard. As the Workers' Committge Move- chester, then submitted his report, saying that the Liverpool. H. King (Coventry) supported the
4 Pord nt grows 1n importarce and influence the voting for national office bearew” had Feen Very

M;.C. hecomes less important and influential.
The Workers’ Committee Conference was held

unsatisfactory, only three committees
conducted the ballot propérly. The other com-

having

Liverpool proposal.

(Continued on page 1083).
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that this Memorandum, greatly influenged as it is  partyin the German Reichstag, says : “ If the war R i, "H'Tlfsi:;lﬁmt l}:ﬂ‘dq{;{”m“m‘l ated around organisa- Committee.
by the utterances of capitalist politieians, was lasts much longer no single couniry can escape CONSCIENCE AT EIGHTEEN. i ] 'i*j”f-'3~5mi;1,c} ﬁ]iﬂ]' ;’ 3 Eljnf_“FIIETE‘ﬂ-S we should be of the changed mental ontlook on the va S of 4] Russia.”
(ITELWH up at a ﬂ{:nfermlﬂﬂ at wlllc‘.h t-hE- ]"l(’:nplfBS 1‘(31'{;111{1{;]1_” “"hen 1.1*1]1 the g]‘{::a,t awnkunmg SHI&]}’ it 18 self-evident that 1f‘ﬂ. buy .Gf Ir_ElghtEE‘ . (;1__‘“ W’il"—r 1 Cl’lgﬂ:l-lﬂﬂ.lnn. 66 IH'J}"B 5 hlue.” - > part or the :
dwelling- in .the greater part of Europe were come ? entious objection 0O ¢ | son (Crayford) moved that the scheme The second resolution was : Glasgow was selected for the next Annual
4s unanimously adopted, Conference. McManus wound up with a stirring

is too young to have & CONscCle itlined §
- : - ) N !, - - - = :| " E : Ll ]\F ;&‘I{.E £ . - ]
'uﬂmpresemed‘ E. SyLviA PANKHURST. war, he is too young to fightin it 7 i . lanus be adopted. George Peet with very little diseiission, and the third was appeal to the delecat to be loval ]
- cal 10 1 gates 10 be loy he findir
| } 2 of the Cnnference.g Y&’ 50 the Budings

I. That this conference requests the British and

{ r 1
- "ewould oppose the Liverpool scheme hecamnse referred back to the N.A.C
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 WORKERS’

LONDON MEETINGS,

OUT DOOR,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th.

Cobden Statue.—6.30 P.M., Miss Price.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER Zlst.

Great Push for Peace, Socialism and Votes for All
= in the Helloway District.—Meet at 3 P.M. and

6.15 p.m. outside Nag's Head (corner of Seven
Sisters’ Road and Holloway Road). Speakers :
Miss Price, Mrs. Walker, and Mr. A. Mackinlay.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd. :
Osborn Street, Whitechapel.—11.45
Y'\'?ﬂ“-:l;‘l'.

Finsbury Park.—3.3@-P.n., Miss Price.
' MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd.

Hoe Street, Walthamstow.—7 .M., Miss Lambie.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th.
" Rathbone Street,- Canning Town.—11.30

Miss Price.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th.

Hague Street, Rethnal Green.—11,30° A.m., Miss
. Price.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th.

Gireat Push in the S.1. District.

INDOOR.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd.
44, Malden Road, St. Pancras W.S.F.
Business Meeting.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th.
298, Lincoln's Inn Fields.—7.30 p.y. D. Teignmouth
Sll“l'l:'.

A.M., Mrs.

.i."‘i.l‘ :.'[l ,

_"".2-.:-{[\} Pr I‘F.In,

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th.
Walthamstow League of Rights, William Morris
Hall, Somers Road.—2.30 p.M., Miss Horsfall,

N FEDERATIQN NOTES.

CENTRAL BRANCH.—The weekly meetings were
resumed on Thursday, when Sylvia Pankhurst
spoke on °The Revolution.” On Thursday, Sep-
tember 26th D. Teignmouth Shore will speak on
¢ Real Freedom.” We want larger audiences at
these meetings

as we have a particularly good
autumn syllabus.

On :ﬁf‘lﬁtﬁlnbt:r 27th W. F.
Chandos Hall on ° 1s Political Action of any Value ?
Tickets 6d. each. The hall must be full, so will any
one willing to sell tickets, please communicate with

The Secretary, 298, Lincoln’s Inn Fields ?

Watson will lecture at

1

SOCIALIST FEDERATION.

HOXTON, 85, Hoxton Street.—On Wednesday,
September 11th,*#® members’ meeting was held when
it was decided to6 re-organise the Branch under the
name of the Shoreditch Branch, Mr. Cave, 2, Clifton
Terrace, Finsbury Park, N.4, and Mr. Cox, 67, De
Beauvoir Road, Kingsland Road, N., being elected
to act as joint secretaries pro. tem. Next Branch
meeting, Thursday, September 26th, at 7.45. It 1s
hoped that all members will-attend.

BOW.—Hon. Secretary : N. L. Smyth, 400, Old
Ford Road. Members are asked to come to the
Branch meeting, on- Tuesday, *September 24th at
8 p.M. . Important business.

COCKNEY FAIR.—All members and friends are
asked to work hard for the Cockney Fair on Dec. 5th,
6th and 7th at Holborn Hall. Subseriptions towards
preliminary expenses, materials to make up, goods
for stalls, offers to stock and equip stalls are needed.
Save up groceries, money, &c., every week to help
to make it & big success. Last years’ balancesheet :—

Cockngey Fair, 1917.

Sale of Tickets, £39 6s. 10d. ; Donations, £33 2s. 11d.
Nursery stall, £17 1ls. 8%d.; 'Litgrature stall,
€16 19s. 4d. : Curio stall, £12 4s. ; Poplar stall, £12 ;
Toys, £8 8s. od. ; Hat stall, £6 18s. 33id.; Tobacco
stall, £6 17s. 114d. ; Fancy stall, £6 11s. 93d. ; Children’s
plays, £5 3s. 104d. ; Games, £4 17s. 411d. ; Refresh-
ments., £4 7s. 2d. : Fruit and Vegetable stall, £4 4s. Od..
Grocery stall, £4 4s5. 83d. % Second-hand stall, £3 10s. ld
Bran Pie. £3 9s. 8d.: Collections, £2 12s. 8d.; Odd
sales, £2 3s. 21d" ; Raflles, £2 2s5. 5d. ; Entertainment
tax (returned), £1 10s. ; Fortunes, £1 8s. 2d. : Bags,
£1 5s. 101d.; Brush stall, £1; Peace campgaign,
15s. 9d.: Adverts.; 15s.: Flower stall, 14s. 5d. ;
Whelk stall, 8s. 4id. ; Programmes, 6s. 10d. ; Smoking
Gnes, ls, 7i.d; Electric battery, ls. 6d. Total,
£205 4s. T3d., less Expenses, £72 8s. 4id., leaving
Profit, £132 16s. 31d. '

- o

m— —_

Workers’' Socialist Federation.

A LECTURE:

““ Tg Political Acticn of Any Value?”
will be delivered by &

W. F. WATSON,
AT CHANDOS HALL, MAIDEN LANE, STRAND,
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th, at 7 30 p.m.

Chair, NORAH L. SMYTH,

Central

Admission Gd. Discussion Invited.

T———
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MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS

FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post free, 134
—Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminster. '

e

WOMEN WORKERS should spend their holidays gat
¢ Sea View,” Viotoria TRoad, Brighton.—Hostess, Migs

Turner. '

FOR SCRAMBLED EGGS, ETC,,

- Greer’s
Agreeable Whole Dried Eggs,

2 whole eggs 21§d.

wholesale only,

D. W. Greer & Co., Camberwell, London, S.E.5.

USE

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS,

Dear Friends of Humanity,—In order to relieve the terrible poveptv
and suffering that is devastating Europe, let us endeavour to [}Lwe th}-
children and all those who are helpless in comparative H:tfﬂﬁ- }Lr
securing SEVEN SHILLINGS A WEEK each for them from the thﬁ
that we may be free to work for other reforms. At present wﬁnc'
they are exposed to cold, poverty and hunger, we can think of ;;mthi]ht
olne 75, u week would ENABLE FAMILIES TO MOVE AT ONQ
INTO BETTER HOUSES, and to obtain better milk and faod. Thj
would stimulate loeal trade and reduce expenses of “"'*RKHUUSESE
HOSPITALS, PRISONS and LUNATIO ASYLUMS, and do awav
with all poor rates to such an extent as to be A GREAT SAVING ,;‘1’1
the taxpayers, and would enable sensible girls to marry where Hm:;;
would otherwise not dare to do so, and to bring up healthy hn. =
children to become stalwart citizens and parents in their turn, heﬁrﬂr.;s;
relieving nntold pain and suffering, and being an estimable benefit trr
the State. :
The fact of a married man becoming antomatically POORER at t);
virth of each child constitutes a eruel wrong to all ehildren, and unt'EI.
each child has 7s, a week in its own individual right, as an iu[un]i_
oitizen, suffering, war, disease, and poverty can never be abolished
Let us all demand this from our different Governments now, hel‘hrﬁ h‘:
may be too late, S. MACKENZIE KENNEDY.

[Advt

To Dreadnought Readers in the Borough of Croydon.

Do you know Croydon’s own Socialist Weekly Newspaper |

THE EPISTLE (estab. 1916).

The Editor, Contributors, Publishers and Printers are all Socialists
Price 1d. weekly, delivered anywhere in Croydon,

Send post card 112, Woodville Road, Thornton Heath, for weekly
(lelivery. ' 2
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QUESTIONS OF THE DAY -

THE INTER-ALLIED CONFERENCE.

The People’s Russian Information Bureau draws
our attention to the question of therepresentatives of
the Russian ‘‘ labouring classes © at the Inter-Allied
Labour Conference. According to a Reuter message
M. Roussanoff, Gavronsky and M. and Mme. Souk-
homline (Mensheviks) have received passports by
the aid of the British Government—hitherto the
Bolshevik Government was supposed to have denied
these passports for the Inter-Allied Conference.

The Bolshevik Government was never in a position
to deny these passports for M. Roussanofi and
M. and Mme. Soukhomline hgve been living in Stock-
holm for more than twelve months ; further these
delegates are not Mensheviks but Social-Revolu-
tionaries of the ‘‘ Right' wing. They represent
nobody but themselves and have been guilty of
terroristic acts during the first phase of the Revolu-
tion- under Kerensky. Their pervty was guilty of
restoring the death penalty in the army.

At Mrs. CARFORD'S, °

183, WEST STREET, SHEFFIELD,
Wholesale and Retail.
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RUSSIA.

Woe and destruction to the Russian Workers’
Soviets is day by day predicted, but we remain
hopeful of their trinmphant survival. Stories of
massacres and executions must all be discounted,
and thouch undoubtedly there is hunger the tale of
it 1s E{?r{ﬁi.nl}-' vxn.ggl:rmwd and there is evidence
that the attempt alike of the Germans, the Allies.,
and the Russian. counter-revolutionaries to cut
oft from supplies of food and raw material Central
Russia, the seat of the Bolshevik.Government, 1S
being frustrated. Arthur Ransome reports 1n
The Daily News — |

“ The most important news from Russia 18 the
summoning of the General Assembly of Don Cossacks
with the object of ¢ putting an end. to the treachery
of Gen. Krasnoff and his followers, and the re-
establishment of firm democratic rule m the Don
country. The Central Soviet Government, 1n an
order siened by Trotsky and other Ministers, have
declared that there shall be a general War Council
of Don Cossacks, which shall hgve full power and be
CD]TJ[‘H‘}:‘-H"_M ot I'(‘['Jl"l‘.‘-'i'lll_-‘.]ii"-.'l“.‘-t UE lhi‘ wm*]{ing f.'lﬂ-‘.‘;r-'rl?b*
of the town and country distriets, exeluding officers
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ANTIQUES.

For Genuine Old English Furniture and China
MARY CASEY,
20b Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2.
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An appeal from Bishop Weldon is published
simultaneously with this West African Blue-Book.
He says: ‘‘ There is a growing convicbion....that
the colonies wrested from Germany in the War
should not be rostored to her when the War 1sover. . ..
But in one respect, if in one only, 7.e., in relation to
the liquor trade, has Great DBritain adopted or
allowed a Colorial policy hardly less unserupulous
than the German, for, if it is a sin to flog the guiltless

o
-
ol

THE REWARD OF LOYALTY.

We take the following from The
September 11th—it spealks for 1tsell :—

Daily News,

This is taken—in econnection with
the secession of four Cossack regiments to the Soviet
side—as indicating that the tide has turned 1 the
south, and that the Soviet will once more find friendly

i I 1

States between itself and the Caucasus.”

and landowners. '

From variols Sources News Cones that Kazan
is acain in the hands of the Soviet and that
Samara. in the heart of the great corngrowing

district, will shortly I'n_th'.'*

“SLANDERING LENIN AND TROTSKY.

““ Tn England, France, antl America there are at
the present time a large number of Russians who are
suffering privation and hardship, due to the strong
feeling of prejudice against them. Many of these
in England came over under the old régime as naval
and military attachés, or technical experts, in .the
engineering and textile trades, but the Bolshevik
coup d’état took away their occupation and left them
stranded. In some cases the more slkilled men tound
work, but the men and girls who were working as
clerks and typists in the Russian offices have found
great difficulty in getfing anyone to give them work,

““ A large number of Russian girls of good position

African people with sjamboks, it must be equally &
sin to destroy. them by strong drink.” :

In pursuit of trade men would sell their very souls,
it appears, if they were marketable !

PASSPORTS TO “ WOMEN AND CHILDREN."

When Miss Bondfield was appointed to the Parlia-
mentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress as
a delegate to America, Mr. Lloyd George stated that
overseas passports are not being granted now 1o
«« women and _children.” Yet the torpedoing of the
Galway Castlé bound from  this country 10 South
Africa has revealed the fact that of the 749) passengers

The Times.of September 16th republishes state-
ments which have appeared in the American press,
and are intended to diseredit Lenin and Trotsky and
to prove that they are the tools of the German
Government. In considering such articles 1t 1s
well to remember that the unreliability of the Ameri-
can press is a by-word in America, and that one 1s
constantly being assured there that “no one beligves
the Press.” Some seventy documents are said by
the American press to have been collected in Russia
by a Mr. Edward Sisson. The Times gives an
extract from one of them, a communication from the
German Reichsbank giving the resolutions ,of a
conference of bankers. These resolutions demand
from Russia certain financial privileges for Germans.
The answer made by the Russian Government to the
document or whether it was ever answered at all
is not known, but The Times says the answer does
not matter. On that basis we conclude that if the
W.S.F. or some other Socialist organisation were to
send a Republican resolution to King George, the

and education employed In the Postal C(Censor's
[_){_';jnu'llru_-ut were discharged after the Bolsheviks
made peace with Germany, and have had ever since
to live on their small savings.

““ An official of & committee which has been set up.
in London, under Sir George Buchanan, the former
British Ambassador in Petrograd, told a Daily News
representative yesterday that eflorts were being
made to find employment for these people. ° They
are all patriotic people and pro-Ally in their feelings,’
he said. “And to let them starve in England, and
penalise them for being of Russian nationality, when
they hate the Bolsheviks and the Germans, 1s not the
way to retain the sympathy of those Russians who
are friendly to us.” *

‘ the great majority were women and children. :
How is this to be accounted for ¥
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In Our Next [ssue
we shall publish
Catherine Breshkovsky’s
Life Story.
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GERMANS IN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA.

The new Blue-Book on German cruelty to the
natives of South-West Africa probably is, of course,
from our point of view, a biassed doeument prepared
I'ﬂh'}.
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King might be successl

fully charged with plotting
against the throne ! *

MAXIM GORKY.

Maxim Gorky, like so many other famous Russians,
was reported to have been murdered ; but now it 18
announced that he has taken service.in the Soviet
Government Literary ° Pubilcations Department,
which is issuing Russian classics at cost price. How

Russian to be publishing classics instead of atrocity

reports in the midst of a war ! 1t has always seemed
to us that Gorky's place was with the Soviets; we
are glad that he has realised 1t !

~ for the purpose of discrediting the German

Nevertheless, it probably contains many authentic
oruclties and instances of oppressive cruelty ; for
cruelty towards the subjugated native has been
used by some members of every European nationality
that has colonised, or has imported the peoples of
another type of civilisation as workers. . Individual
atrocities are certain to be perpetrated as soon as
one race has power to dominate another. °Uncle
Tom's Cabin’® and ¢ Red Rubber’ were not written
about Germany. And what of the massacres in
Ce ylon in 1915 ?

LEANEY’S LTD,,
WHOLESALE NEWSAGENTS.

City Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought.
g and 10, ST. BRIDE’S AVENUE, E.C.4.

(Late Oity and Suburban Publishing: Co.).
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