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From u Prisoner in Knock doe internment Camp, 
Isle of Man. : 

On Bank Holiday about a thousand people 
visited the Alexandra Palace Internment Camp: 
Toiling up the hill in the bitter wind, their eyes 
wandered over the wide country stretched out 
beneath them, beautiful in its far undulations, in 
spite of the grey frost and leaden sky. 
Not a bad place to have to stay in, a visitor 

said to one of the trusted prisoners going up from 
the gate with some message. 
We who have come from the Isle of Man find 

this much better, the prisoner answered. 
But the country is lovely there, said the 

visitor, 
One does not see much of the country, and 

the accommodation is bad; one’s friends cannot 
afford to come,’’ said the prisoner. 

On the top of the hill, behind the second 
barrier, crowds of men and women seethed in 
and out of the entrance to the main exhibition 
building, the palace of the old days, and 
across to the new temporary structures which 
have been erected to the right of it. 

Passing in with the throng, one found oneself 
in a hall of strange Chinese pagodas and glass 
cases containing toys and trinkets; carved, 
painted, stained and inlaid wood; rings, lions, 
goats, dogs, and other little animals made out of 
silver paper; toy trains and aeroplanes, dolls, 
cupboards and trays, drawings, etchings and 
paintings,—the work of the interned men, 

In the moving throng that circulated perpetu- 
ally, few paused to glance at these exhibits ; the 
majority were engrossed with their friends. Arms 
were entwined ;..glances eagerly exchanged. A 
well-known musician sold toys and trifles. at the 
stall. Rocker, the editor of Freedom, was the 
centre of a group of Russian revolutionaries. A 
frail little old Englishman clung to the arm of 
a tall young Austrian, his adopted son, described 
by a fellow-prisoner as : ‘‘A very religious boy and 
quite harmless. Many of the sons who had 
come to visit interned fathers were wearing Bri- 
tish khaki. 

The way into what was once the next exhibi- 
tion pavilion was barred and shrouded, but those 
who peered through the holes in the covering dis- 
covered the interior to be the sleeping quarters of 
some of the interned men. Row on row of plank 
beds filled the pavilion, with only a narrow pas- 
sage-way between. A plank bed, a miserable, 
impromptu-looking mattress, which scarce covers 
it, and four dull-brown blankets—such is the bed- 
room equipment of each inmate—no sheets, and 
the blankets are never washed. The majority of 
the inmates had hung some of their bila 
around their beds to make a tent-like screen. 
Such attempts at securing privacy have only been 
allowed of late, and the blankets must be taken 
down at inspection each day. Some of the 
crowded wards are used also as mess-rooms, 
though some pavilions have a separate mess- 
room, 

Sitting dejectedly upon their beds were the 
poor fellows who had no visitors to-day, and who 

had probably had no visitors during their long 
internment, for the friends of any who had 
friends would make an effort to come to-day. 
Their faces looked dull and sad, almost 
earthen in colour, like the old ‘brown blankets. 
Sometimes one of them rose and looked. through 
the rents in the door - covering at the moving 
throng of other people s visitors outside. 

In the temporary buildings most of the family 
parties gathered. There were benches and tables 
where friends could buy tea and take c together. 
The interned men had hung the place with 

A CHRISTMAS IN EXILE 
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THE RUSSIAN PEACE 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

In every country the interests which are striving 
to benefit by the War are concentrating their 

forces to k it going till it shall turn in their 
favour. Such forces in Germany appear to have 
caused a hitch in the peace negotiations between 
Russia and the Central Powers by refusing to 
agree to the removal of the meeting-place to 
Stockholm, but still more by attempts to secure 
for Germany the Baltic Provinces of Russia b 
mancuvring the Russian principle that the inhabi- 
tants of disputed territories shall decide their own 
destiny. The nobility in the Baltic Provinges are 
largely German. In the days of the Czardom, 

} notably during the years of 1905-6, the 
German nobility and the autocratic Russian 
Government su each other against the 

Now that Russia has a Socialist 
Goyernment the German nobility would probably 
oer to place themselves under German rule. 
t now appears that in the course of the ia- 

tions at Brest the German delegates have said, that 
when early in the War Russian Poland was in- 
vaded by the troops of the Central Powers, certain 
Polish groups declared their preference for the rule 
of the ‘Central Powers to that of Russian Czar- 
dom, and Pilsudsky, a Polish leader, formed a 
company to fight with the Central Powers. 

On the strength of such manifestations it would 

tions the Germans expressed the view that 
at the close of hostilities it would be unnecessary 
to rémove German troops from Poland and the 
Baltic Proyinces because the inhabitants of these 
territories had already expressed their desire to 
remain under German rule. 

he Russians at once replied that the decision 
as to the future destiny of Poland and the Baltic 
Provinces, as of other territories, must be made 
by referendum vote of the whole population con- 
cerned taken after the withdrawal of foreign 
troops. 

The British papers would have us believe that 
as a result of the firm stand by Russia in sup- 
port of principle, negotiations have been broken 
‘off, but in spite of headlines and leading articles 
to this effect, it has to be. admitted that negotia- 
tions are still going on, and it is probable that 
Russia will win her way on this as on other 
2 Undoubtedly there is a strong popular 
Peace movement in Germany which causes great 
anxiety to the German capitalists, and the Russian 
3 that 25,000 German soldiers have 
dug ves into trenches and are prepared 
to defend themselves with the ammunition at 
their disposal against being sent by their German 
rulers to fight on any front. The Russians are 
‘continuing a vigorous Peace propaganda amongst 
the German soldiers. 
But another consideration beside fear of the 
German populace draws certain sections of Ger- 
man capitalist opinion towards Peace with 
Russia—that_ is the hope of cementing an 
‘economic f ip with Russia which will en- 
‘able German capital to exploit undeveloped 
Russia. | 

This desire animates the- breasts of British 
capitalists also, and it is at the same time shame- 
‘ful and ludicrous to observe the anxiety and the 
cynical, unblushing frankness with which their 

that during the course of the Brest peace 

that the Bols 
claim to Poland and the Baltic Provinces.. 

EUROPEAN CAPITAL v. SOCIALIST RUSSIA 

Whilst some capitalist sections would endeavour 
to cajole the Russian Socialists, others would 
coerce them, The attempt to secure the coercion 
of Russia by Japan appears to have failed. The 
Manchester Guardian’’ of January sth, giving 
Japanese newspapers as its authority, says that 
‘tall the Japanese publicists’’ condemn the sug- 
gestion of sending Japanese troops to Europe. 
The ‘‘Guardian’’ quotes Dr. Takuzo, who de- 
clares that ‘‘the greatest autocrat to-day is not 
the Kaiser, but Lloyd George, or perhaps Wilson, 
and Mr. Shintaro, who says: “‘If every inhuman 
Power must be chastised, Japan would have to. 
declare war against the Allies, as well as the 
Central Powers. Can it be that the Japanese 
are going to set the Western nations an example 
in commonsense and humanity? But The 
Times, January 7th, reports: 

The Chinese and French Commission is about to con- 
sider the question of Chinese troops proceeding to Europe. 

This probably signifies another attempt to 
coerce the Russian democracy by means of an 
Eastern invasion, or by the threat of such an 
invasion! Meanwhile, the ‘‘Daily Chronicle,’’ 
January 8th, publishes a rumour from Petrograd 
that secret negotiations have been going on be- 
tween the Allies and the Central Powers, and that 
the Allies have proposed to the Central Powers 
‘ta Peace after which they would together take 
over the economical domination of Russia. The 
rumour appears not improbable if considered in 
conjunction with the secret treaties and under- 
standings between the various Powers which we 
published last week. 

PRESIDENT WILSON AND RUSSIA. 

President Wilson’s references to Russia in his 
speech to Congress on January 7th certainly 
lends colour to this suggestion. We give below 
his words, as they are quoted in The Times“: 

The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settle- 
ment of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the 
best and freest co-operation of the other nations of the 
world in obtaining. for her an and un- 
embarrassed opportunity for the i determina- 
tion of her own political development and national policy, 
and assure her of a sincere weltome into the society of free 
nations under institutions of her own choosing; and more 
than a welcome assistance of every kind that she may need 
and she herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by 
her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid 
test of their goodwill, and their, comprehension of her 
needs, as distinguished from im own interests and of 
their intelligent and unselfish pathy. 

It is true that President Wilson promises 
Russia institutions of her own choosing'; it is 
not his to make such promises to a free nation, 
and this is not the language which Britain, France, 
Italy, and America employ towards each other. 
This thas a note of patronage and condescension 
which usually bodes ill when Great Powers em- 
ploy it towards lesser Powers. But Russia is not 
a lesser Power, and the Russian Socialists are 
proving themselves a match for all the diplomats 
of the world. If the Allied democracies will but 
support them they will certainly secure the just 
peace terms for which they are contending, and 
will maintain the Russian Revolution in spite of 
the attacks of the capitalists without and within. 
Even should the Allied democracies fail to support 
them, we still hope that the Russian Socialists will 
win through. 

THE PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH. 

Mr. Lloyd George’s speech to the Labour Con- 
ference is said to be an improvement on his pre- 
vious bellicose utterances. It may be a trifle less 
bombastic in form, but in essentials we regret to 
record no real improvement. It should be read in 
the light of his own comment on Count Czernin’s 
reply to the Russian proposals given at Brest on 
December 25th. Mr. Lloyd George says :— 
We are told that it is not the intention“ of the Central 

Powers to appropriate ſorcibly any occupied territories or 
to rob of its i dence any nation which has lost its 
„political independence during the War. It is obvious 
that almost any scheme of conquest and annexation could 
be perpetrated within the literal interpretation of euch a 
pledge. | 

It would appear to us that the words quoted 
are perfectly plain and rule out all possibility of 
conquest or annexation to honest minds. But 
we cannot stand surety for Count Czernin any 
more than for Mr. Lloyd George. They pro- 
bably understand each other’s methods, and Mr. 
Lloyd George's key to Count Czernin's meaning 
is a useful key to his own when he says: 

eviks had spurned the German 

principle of national 

74 

An ominous phrase of Mr, Lloyd 
Apart from this, whatever settlement is 

ment will be called for. 

This, good innocent people, means, in diplo- 
macy, Grab what you can!“ It proves that in 
Mr. Lloyd George's mind the peace conditions are 
by no means based on immutable principles. 

The settlement which Mr. Lloyd George con- 
siders the position at present calls for includes the 
following points :— 

DENIAL OF “‘NO INDEMNITIES.” 
Evacuation of territories invaded by the Central 

Powers and the payment by them of indemnities, 
disguised under the title ‘‘reparatioi’’) to 

lgium, France, Serbia, Montenegro. The 
Russian formula no indemnities is thus denied. 
Also reparation“ (i. e., indemnities) for injuries 
done in violation of international law. Will Mr. 
Lloyd George apply that to all sides? 

DENIAL OF THE PRINCIPLE OF 
“NO ANNEXATIONS.” 

German Colonies to be retained for the isposal 
Peace Conference. : = 

Dardanelles to be taken from Turkey and inter- 
nationalised (why not internationalise other Straits 7). 

Arabia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Armenia, and Palesti 
be taken from Turkey. a am 

Alsace-Lorraine to be taken from Germany. 
Territory to be given to Italy. 
Territory to be given to Roumania. 

RIGHT OF THE PEOPLES TO DECIDE 
THEIR OWN DESTINY TO BE PARTIALLY 

AND FORCIBLY APPLIED. 
Mr. Lloyd George insists that the disposal of 

the German colonies in Africa shall depend on the 
wishes of the natives. He says, the general 

self-determination is as 
applicable in their cases as in those of occupied 
European territories. 
We gladly note the admission. Will he apply 

the principle to all African’ colonies? Will he 
agree to the Russian stipulation that foreign 
occupation shall be withdrawn while the vote is 
taken? If so, we are confident that Africa will 
return to the rule of the African and that European 
domination will disappear. aoe 

The nationality of Arabia, Armenia, Meso- 
potamia, Syria, and Palestine, when they are 
taken from the Turks is to be recognised, But ‘‘the 
exact form of that recognition ‘‘need not here be 
discussed, says Mr. Lloyd George. We fancy 
the nationalities in question will feel the desir- 
ability of obtaining guarantees. 

Poland is to be free. Genuine self-govern- 
ment“ is to be granted to nationalities within the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. As Trotsky aptly in- 
quires : Is this to apply to Ireland, Egypt, India, 
Madagascar, Indo-China? The Russians have 
proved their faith by granting the opportunity of 
freedom to Finland, Ukrania, White Russia, and 
other districts. Will the British Government 
prove equally disinterested ? 

Mr. Lloyd George assumes the defeat of the 
Bolsheviks in their negotiations with the Central 
Powers and declares that the invaded portions of 
Russia ‘‘will henceforth be ruled by the Prussian 
sword in the interests of Prussian autocracy, and 
that the whole of Russia will be partly enticed“ 
„partly bullied’’ into complete economic and 
ultimate political enslavement to Germany. 

If Mr. Lloyd George really believes that, in- 
stead of shedding crocodile tears over the freedom 
of Poland, Lithuania and Courland, he should 
bestir himself to secure the sending of Allied peace 
negotiators to Brest-Litovsk to back up the 
Russian effort to secure a People’s Peace. His 
statement that Britain’s aid has not been invoked 
is false, since all the Allies were invited to join the 
negotiations. Trotsky asserts that the Allied 
capitalists desire Germany to secure an advan- 
tageous peace with Russia, in order that she will 
agree to surrender what the Allies want in the 
West. Be that as it may, we have reason to 
trust neither Mr. Lloyd George nor his Govern- 
ment. Our sense of security is not enhanced by 
the knowledge that he has consulted Mr. Asquith 
and Viscount Grey, and that Lord Northcliffe 

(occupying Crewe House as the head of the 
American Mission, which seems to have become a 
permanent institution) is virtually a memBer of the 
Cabinet. 

The only way to a people's peace is to support 
the efforts of the Russian Socialist Government 
and to put no trust in capitalist politicians. 

. E. SyI VIA PANKHURST. 
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pee THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 
QUESTIONS OF THE DAY 

FOOD AND PEACE 
_ OUR . DEMANDS. 

4 ne e ur erf of the food 
suppty, entire elimination of private 
in food, whether imported or home coos 

(2) Production on a large scale, manufacture 
and preparation of food and distribution to be 
managed by Workers’ Committees appointed by 
the Trade Union Congress and the local Trades 
Councils; half these committees to be composed 
of women, . 

(3) Equal rationing whilst the food scarcity con- 
tinues, to be organised by the Workers’ Com- 
mittees on a practical and scientific basis, so that, 
for instance, the butter ration shall include all sub- 
stitutes, and the bread ration shall cover and 
include all breadstuffs, biscuits, buns, etc. 

(4) Food to be supplied free, and paid for by a 
per capita levy in the rates, in order that the poor 
may not suffer more than the well-to-do. 

RATIONING BY ORDER OF U.S. A. 
Food rationing is coming: The Food Control 

department has long threatened us with it, and 
newspaper leaders, more in sorrow than in anger, 
have warned the public that the measure of its 
dietetic self-sacrifice is not yet great enough to 
stave off compulsory rations. But all this is 
merely to prepare our minds, for the matter is 
decided. During the Inter-Allied Conference in 
Paris the American Government exacted a pledge 
from the Governments of Britain, France, and 
Italy to put into effect what the Washington 
Statement Press summary describes as the 
legalised compulsory control of foodstuffs in their 
respective countries. This undoubtedly means 
the compulsory rationing of the people, whose 
food supplies are to be systematically reduced in 
order to save shipping for the carriage to Europe 
of American soldiers and military equipment. 

‘ONLY the WORKERS can be TRUSTED 
The management of the food supply must be put 

into the hands of organised labour; the Trade 
Union Congress and local Trades Councils may 
lack the tremendous courage, imagination, and 
experience that is desirable for the gigantic task, 
but no other large organisation exists which pos- 
Sesses a greater measure of those qualities. 
Moreover, none but the workers can be trusted to 
deal with any approach to fairness in this matter. 
Lord Rhondda and Mr. Clynes have repeatedly 
warned us all that compulsory rationing will bear 
most hardly upon the poor—and so it will if it is 
organised by a Government which represents the 
upper and middle classes, because th well-to-do 
are practically unable to divest themselves of the 
wicked, but to them comfortable, prejudice that 
working people need less of food, warmth, and 
comfort than leisured and professional people, and 
that those whose physique has been impaired by 
pre-natal hardship and want in early childhood are 
able to maintain their working efficiency in later 
life on a lower basis of comfort than that required 
by those on whom every care has been lavished. 
„For he that hath to him shall be given, and he 
that hath not from him shall be taken away, even 
that which he hath’’ is the doctrine planted deep 
in the heart of the average man and woman who 
is well-to-do. The mass of the people are 
workers; the fate of the masses must not be left 
in the hands of the well-to-do! 

Under present conditions, chaos and exploita- 
tion grow apace. The Government cynically 
allows the farmers, shippers, traders, and manu- 
facturers to exploit the people. As they held up 
potatoes to secure higher prices, the farmers are 
now holding up meat supplies because the com- 
pulsory prices are not high enough to suit them. 
Mr. T. F. Boys, Director of Meat Supplies, told 
the Manchester Guardian“ that: 

sanctioned it we shall put chat scheme into operation as 
quickly as we can. 

That is, plain enough, rationing which will be 
unfair; rationing, harsh to the poor, tender to the 
rich, is to be introduced; the Cabinet will force it 
upon the people without asking their consent. The 
people will groan in their misery—but let them 
not groan against equal distribution, but against 
those who enforce unequal distribution! Let the 
workers insist on managing the business them- 
selves. Let them not shrink from the story that 
experts are needed for the affair; let them observe 
that under this business Government the military 
authorities (according to the Times, January 
7th) allege that Government departments, more 
or less closely connected with the food problem, 
represented to the Army authorities that there 
was a big surplus of cattle in the United Kingdom, 
and urged them to buy 200,000 beasts. The mili- 
tary authorities could only buy 70,000 beasts, 
because the Food Controller fixed prices for the 
Army and private buyers, so that the private 
buyer could outbid the Army. Nevertheless, the 
Food Department now cites the Army purchase of 
70,000 beasts as one of the causes of the meat 
shortage! At a Liverpool meeting of dealers in 
feeding stuffs reported in the Manchester 
Guardian, Mr. Piggot, a Liverpool dealer, com- 
plained that American and Egyptian cattle foods 
cannot be imported because the controlled selling 
price in this country is lower than the price at 
which American and Egyptian exporters are 
willing to sell. An American firm wrote :— 

“It is absolutely useless to waste money on cables till 
your Government raises the maximum price. 

Inter-Allied Conferences decide to ration the 
people, but they fail to fix inter-Allied prices to 
prevent the machinations of the profiteer. The 
Ministry of Food has invited the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Trade Union Congress, the 
Workers’ War Emergency Committee, and the 
Co-operative movement to assist him by forming 
a Consumers’ Council, but the workers should not 
be content to exercise merely advisory functions 
and to facilitate the coming of food rationing on 
the old profiteering basis. They should demand 
the complete control of the food supply, which 
they should manage on a Socialist basis. Special 
conferences should be called to elect representa- 
tives of organised Labour to undertake this 
8 work. 

hose who accept the view that the workers 
should manage the food supply should see that 
resolutions embodying the demands set forth 
above are discussed with all the working-class 
organisations with which they can get in touch. 

This is the people's way to deal with the food 
supply. Men and women, insist on these things 
being done; do not be parties to the slow starva- 
tion of your children which the Government reck- 
leSsly contemplates in order to win the War! 

THE BRITISH MUSEUM 
There is a 1 humour in the spectacle of the old men 

of the Society of Antiquaries, and the rest, who are raising 
their voices against the rough removal by furniture men 
and the cramming away in cellars of the pri historical 
and natural history collections of the British Museum to 
make way for the Air Board. These old men to the 
honour and dignity of the nation in their 2 4 for the 
preservation of the record of ages of human 8 
effort and for the saving of the result of many years spent 
in careful classification. submit that the very cause 
of civilisation is at stake. Did these old men plead for the 
saving of the nation’s youth; have they tho of the set 
back which the War is causing to the long 3 
of the race in character building? Alas, no, for the most 
part, they are only jealous for their inanimate specimens. 
But they have made a protest which ought to have been 
made by the parents of the nation on behalf of their sons. 
It is in keeping with the unbridled commercialism which 
dominates the Government and enforces the continuance of 
the War that the antiquarians should be beaten by the Air 
Board. What concern have the Rothermeres and North- 
cliffs for records that are older than their titles? How can 

The farmers are not deliberately holding back their fat 
‘cattle because of their dissatisfaction with the new 
tions,” but it is thought that they are showing their 
characteristic caution until they see how the new prices 
and regulations will affect the trade. | 

A distinction without a difference this! But it 
is the duty of the Food Control Department to 
commandeer stocks which are deliberately held up 
to secure enhanced prices; and this the Food 
Control Department does not desire to do, for 
many influential persons are concerned, Presently, 
therefore, we shall see the profiteers win again, 
and the Control Department will offer them a 
higher price. But what else can be expected? 
Lord Rhondda brutally puts the position :— 
“You have only to tighten your belt. 
Don't think that when compulsory rationing has come 

the queues are going to be done away with. 
**Don’t think there is going to be an absolutely fair dis- 

tribution. .... 
*in Germany there are queues and in Germany there is a 

tremendous outcry a yee the fact that, notwithstanding a 
rationing system and tickets, the rich are getting a good 
deal more than their share, with the result that the poor 
are not getting what they ought to receive. 
“We are engaged at the present time in completing a 

scheme for compulsory rationing. It will have to be sub- 
mitted to the Cabinet and when the Cabinet has 

FRANCHISE IN HUNGARY 
“In Hungary the Esterhazy bill for a reform of the 

Hungarian franchise is bei forward by the ne‘ 
Wekerle Ministry. This b 
30 to 24, and all men 

r ̃ — 22 ß 5 
urt , men in medal bravery 

the Karl Cross, all We who hav 3 e served two 
army, and all who have attained 9 9 i 
whatever their ages, receive a vote, as does also any man 
who is carrying on a trade or business of his own. 
According to these new i 000 men will 
receive votes, 443,000 of whom of age. 
“The voting age for women is 24. The 

main qualification. for a woman is passed the 
fourth standard in a secondary wives of 
men who have been killed at the front or discharged through 
sickness or wounds since the of the war (pro- 
vided there is issue of the receive a vote. 
Further, all women who have been for two years active 
members of a scientific, literary, or artistic are 
entitled to a vote. Secret voting, which —— 
in only 66 constituencies, is to 
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ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY 
91 BURDETT ROAD, MILE END 

W. WOODS 6 ‘SONS, 
Family Bakers. 
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924 THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 1 3 — — 

8· Flag.” An y sympathiser with the 19s. ; Experimental Shop, per Mr. F _ 
be ig ON? who had — to =o have * i new e man, 16s.; Misses Vine and , Os. -> Mr. 

IN DOOR. a’ most in ng scene. 1 85 as te 3s. 5id.; Mrs. Pascoe, 5s. Id.; Miss M. Schaub, 3s.; 
SATURDAY, JANUARY — children ihe 9 Socialist Sunday School celebrating : . 
Bow Women’s Hall, 7.80 p. m., Joint Social (Bow and 

WEDNES bay, ANUARY 16th. 
Bow mg 0 8 p. m., Speakers’ Class. Instructor: 

Mr. 
FRIDAY, AY, JAN ARY 18th. 
W Hall, 51 Grove Street, Commercial Road, 
0 p.m., Mrs. Bouvier, The M ol the Russian 

to the Democracies “of the World.” 
Bow Women's Hall, 8 p.m., General Meeting (London 
Section), Monday, po 21st 

R. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12th. 
Great Push for Peace, Socialism and Votes for All in 

Stratford. Meet at 2.30 a 2 73 Calderon Road, 
; meeting at ers: Mrs. 

Bouvier, Mrs. Walker, and 25. 5 H 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th. 
Osborn Street, Whitechapel, 11.45 sa Miss Price. 
Club Row, Bethnal Green, 11.46 a 

aff, H ead, 3 p.m., Mrs. Walker. 
Park, m., Mrs, Bouvier. 

* a Marble Arch, 3.30 2 Miss P. Rickards, 

SATURDAY.  TANUARY 19th. 
Great Push for Peace, Socialism, and Votes for All in 
Walthamstow. Speakers: Mrs. Bouvier, Miss Price, 
Mrs. Walker, and Mr. L. Hogben. Full particulars 
next week 

FEDERATION NOTES 
NEW MID-RHONDDA BRANCH. 

When Miss Pankhurst recently visited Rhondda it was 
decided to form a branch of the Federation there. Two 
branch meetings have since been held at which Miss Given 
Fay, 40 Blanche Terrace, Williamstown, Glam., was elected 
Secretary, Mrs. Mainwaring Chairman, and Mrs. Morgans 
Treasurer. The branch has decided to hold a public meet- 
ing as soon as possible. The following r utions were 
passed: 

— In view of the scarcity and high price of milk 
the “Mid-Rhondda Branch of the W.S.F. urges the 

il to provide immediately 
expectant mothers can obtain 

of milk at a low price for 
children. 

the Mid-Rhondda Branch ** the 

Conamites to carry out the werk of registéridg the citizens 

11515 J. rang — At the us : t next 

The Cle rating pox, t8 
N eee aire tnd ag: ge. All members and 

invited. * class. For further par- 
ticulars epely 00 Mise P. Lynch, 400 Old Ford Road, 
Bow, 

BOW AND BROMLEY JOINT SOCIAL. 
Members who have taken tickets for the above to-day 

(Saturday) are asked to return all and unsold tickets 
as soon as possible to Miss P. Lynch, Old Ford Road, 

POPLAR ALIST SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
20 RAILWAY ST. POPLAR. 

On the last * — pon t even the outgoing year 1917, 
pedestrians a e ti, She Ph beer 
way Street, a dismal 

» must place of have 
of ue ‘caging lustily the “‘Marseillaise” 3 the Red 

ouse in Rail- 

the coming New Vear with the heaps that: it t would be the 
year of Peace and better conditions. A very pleasant party 
was After the children had finished a 
lorious tea, supervised by Mrs. Fleming, of the Poplar 
S. P., assisted by extremely willing helpers, we all passed 

into the concert room. This in the old days must have 
been so known oe the ive EA. ews 8 
Here Miss Lagsding played a cyc popular songs, whi 
were greatly ed and sung hearti " the children. 
Then followed some jolly games, in whic adults took 
part, all of them looking as happy as the children. After 
this, Miss Smyth add the children and adults, explain- 
ing the importance of educating the young in Socialistic 
principles and also pointing out clearly the value of an early 
training in co-operation. This point was further 
emphasised by the superintendent who explained that this 
spirit was already so well devel in the school that the 
children had themselves without any adult help, 
arranged a fairy play for the And this was much 

ed when played later in the evening. Miss Horsfall, 
ts. Wood, and P Miss Nellie Searle, one of the scholars, then 

won the admiration of the children by their charming and 
appropriate songs. Miss Isaacs, with winning smiles, pre- 
sided over a 9 dip. This was good fun for all. Some 
useful games and books were then raffled for by the elder 
scholars. The children were at all times the heart and 
soul of a very pleasant evening, the older scholars were 
on the Committee for organising the party, and the very 
useful help they willingly gave in every possible way 
showed again the value of democratic cooperation in 
schools. Mr. Russell, Mr. Fleming, and many others 
kindly assisted in various useful and cheerful ways. Miss 
Stiff sound a 

A. A. W. 

OUR FUNDS 
Donations te be sent to the Hon. Finanelal Secretary 

Mise . L. Smyth, 400 Old Ford Road, Bow, E.3. 
All ‘parcels to 400 Old Ford Road, Sew, E.3. 
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED (TWO WEEKS). 
GENERAL FUND.—Mr. Rowett, £5; Irene, per Mrs. 

Drake (20s. weekly), £5; W. J. Woods, ©: 5 
£2; Miss Rae, £1; Miss E. Lowy, £1; Mrs 
£1; Miss E. Billing (half-yearly), 6s. ; Miss L. pees 
(monthly), 5s.; Mr. J. Woods, 5s.; Mrs. A. Clarke, 2s. 6d. ; 

Eglinton, 2s. Gd. ; Poplar Socialist Sunday School, 
2. "6d. 5 Miss Le Pla, 2s. COLLECTION : Bow Women’s 
Hall, 6s. 10d. 
PEACE CAMPAIGN.—Miss Mary Tighe, 10s.; Miss M. 

Gonne Sees, Oe Miss I.. Isaacs (5s. weekly), 10s.; Mr. 
ae i 
“DREADNOUGHT” FUND. - Arnold Lupton, Esq., 

£20; Wm. A. Albright, Esq., £10; Dennis 
— Ber. rs Miss { oan Beauchamp, £5 ; 8 

bes Eg es J. Polishuk lone . Mrs 
— (card), 271 C. Conybeare, Esq., £ Mes A. M. 
Burke (card), . J. Hart (card), "10s. ; „ 
1 er the Richmond 

te Mr. rem Bak Miss M. L. Brett, 30 6d. ; 

er Be Os ; Mr. 
— 18. 34. ; Miss He ä is. 3d. ; Miss 
Kathleen Lee, 18. 3d. ; Mr. Beamish (card), 1s. ; Pte. J. W. 
Marchant, 18. 

W eat nate GUARANTEE FUND.—Pre- 
1 5 ), £2 15s. 7d. 
MILK AND GENERAL DISTRESS.—Messrs. J. 

Gliksten and Sons, £10 10s.; Miss K. Woodward, £5; 
Misses Gulland, £3 3s. ; Mrs. Warin Smyth, £3; central 
Foundation School, £2; Miss M. Hodge, £2; Miss 
Udny (monthly), £1 2s. 5d.; M iss Case, £1 is.; Miss 
Nellie Young, £1; Miss Harriet . Newcomb, £1; Miss 
M. Mc Carthy, £1; Anon, £1; Mr. and Mrs. Tresaden, £1; 
Miss Weir, £1; Contessa. Tomasi Ieolani (monthly), £1; 
Miss Grainger Kerr, 16s. d.; Nurse Hebbes (10s. weekly), 
1; Miss Gamman, 10s. ; A. E. Burberry, Esq., 10s. ; 
— Holmes, Esq., 10s.; Misses Grant, 10s.; Mrs. Rich- 
ag tage ced 10s.; Mrs. Guest, Bs. ; Miss Thomas, 

ay Clutterbuck, 6s. ; Mr. J. Woods, 5s.; Mrs. 
Gillies, 4s.; Miss Crabb (monthly), 3s. 6d. ; Winifred 
Martin, 3d. COLLECT e L. S. A. Tool-room, £2 4s. 5d. ; 
Misses E. and K. ing, T. Watts, and Mrs. Bertram 
(Green's Yard and Cubitt Town), £1 9s. 64d.; Miss H. 

in its den 

Trevelyan, Anon, Miss E. E. W hite, 
Miss McCombie, Anon, Mrs. W. J. Brown. 

;. = 
— 

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS 
FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post free, lid. 

—Malthusian League, Queen Anne’s Chambers, West- 
minster. 

SUFFRAGE WORKERS should spend their holidays 

Turner. 
at Sea View, Victoria Road, Brighton. Hostess, Miss 

* 

TYPEWRITING REQUIRED at home; MSS. and 
Plays; Duplicating accurately done. Terms on applica- 
tion. Apply Miss A. O. Beamish, 85 Hoxton Street. 

~ WORKING HOUSEKEEPER (live in) REQUIRED 
by Lady! ten-roomed house near Baker Street Station; 
no meals required to be prepared beyond breakfast; salary 
by ar nt; accommodation could be provided for 
friend; suitable for mother and daughter, two sisters.— 
Apply Box 400. 

PRODUCE FROM A CO-OPERATIVE GARDEN.— 
To assist in working this you are invited to buy fruit and—-— 
vegetables now to be supplied in season at market rates.— 
Apply Box 100. 

sor — — — 

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS. 

Dezirante al vi feliéan novjaro kaj ss. po semajno por 
eiu infano, de la stato, por ke infaneco kaj maljuneco estu 
plena de gojo, en la feliéaj estonaj novjaroj. 

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS. 
Dear Friends of Humanity,—Before the storm bursts 

let us endeavour to place the children and all those who 
are helpless in comparative safety by securing «SEVEN 
SHILLINGS Aa each for them from the State, that 
we may be free to work for other reforms. At “on gym 
whilst they are exposed to cold, poverty and hun 
can think of nothing else. 7s. a week would ENABLE BLE 
FAMILIES TO MOVE AT ONCE INTO BETTER 
HOUSES, and to obtain better milk and food. This 
would stimulate local trade and reducg expenses of WORK- 
HOUSES, HOSPITALS, PRISONS and LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS, and do away with all poor rates to such an 
extent as to be A GREAT SAVING to the taxpayers, and 
would enable sensible girls to marry where they would 
otherwise not dare to do so, and to bring up healthy 
happy children to become stalwart citizens and parents in 
their turn, besides relieving untold pain and suffering, and 
being an estimable benefit to the State. 

The fact of a married man becoming automatically 
POORER at the birth of each child constitutes a cruel 
3 and until each child has 7s. a week 

war, disease, and poverty can never be abolished. Let us 
= 3 nd this from the Government now before it may 

too late.— 

S. MACKENZIE KENNEDY. 

ANTIQUES. 

For Genuine Old English Furniture and China 

MARY CASEY, 
29b Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2 

Established 

87 Theobalds Road, London, W.C. 
Sele Manufacturers of 

Banners and Flags for Demonstrations 
Metal and Enamelied Badges for all Societies. 

WRITE for CATALOGUE, DESIGN & QUOTATION 

AY TO PEACE 

SOLIDARITY Serril WUSKIRIE COMRADES. 
The Sheffield strikers met yesterday, under the 

direction of the Workers’ Union. Mr. Arthur Bell 
presided, Chairman declared that they had no 
quarrel with the workers of Germany or any in the 
known world, but it was up to them to set them- 
selves to give the Government departments and 
the War Cabinet marching orders. A resolu- 
tion ee. against a further comb-out being 
re the Government gives a guarantee of 
intention not to continue the War longer than 

necessary to secure the policy laid down by their 
brother democrats in Russia.“ — „Manchester 

*solutic of the Shefiield strikers is the 
1 1 1 0 7 
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von announced on December 4th, 
as some of these concessions are worthless and 
some impossible to poor men. 
(1) Allows a prisoner to wear his own clothing. [Men 

on their own exertions for a living cannot pro- 
oe when their power to earn ‘s 

A prisoner may have his cell cleaned for him at the 
rate of [Again a costly and withal a 
snobbish proposition 1] 

in the British Labour 

(3) Two exercises a day with permission to converse 
during exercise time. [Those who have been long in prison 
will ‘less pleasure and benefit from this than sew- 
comers; poor feeding and confinement make men and 
women after a time too tired to desire exercise and their 
vitality will in many cases be too low to enable them to keep 
warm in the winter. ] 

(4) One visit of a quarter of an hour per month — 
of half an hour. [It is said that in some prisons the men 
have protested and secured half-hour visits as before.] 

(5) One short letter a fortnight instead of one long letter 
a month. [A petty half measure! Why not two long 
letters a month 7] 

(6) A prisoner may have his own books sent to the 
library and may be allowed two of these a month his 
cell. He can bring these books out of prison on his dis- 
charge. 

Seven C. O.s. have now been released ‘‘as be- 
ing in a poor state of health,’’ in accordance with 
Lord Curron's promise of December 4th. Four 
of these men are completely discharged, three 
transferred to Army Reserve W. 

TORTURE IN THE ARMY 
Torture in the Army is by no means confined 
to C. O.s. On December 28th, Private C. F. 
Davey, aged 51, cut his throat at Chelsea Bar- 
racks because he could not endure the punish- 
ment heaped upon him for being ill. The post- 
mortem showed that he had disease of the heart 
muscle, fatty degeneration and atrophy, chronic 
bronchitis and early cirrhosis of the liver, He 
had complained a touch of diarrhcea, was 
called a malingerer, and was given two days 
C.B., and made to march carrying a weight of 
20 Ibs. for two hours, with a halt of ten minutes 
per hour. The King’s Regulations prescribe an 
interval of three-quarters of an hour, but the Drill 
Sergeant said it was not customary to allow it. 

The Regulations are brutal; their administration 
is still more brutal. When men have learnt 
solidarity such brutalities will cease. ~ 

CRITICISM, AND A REPLY 
Dear Editor,—I hope you will excuse my sayi 

) that 
55 they pro- 

mised, would, in my 2 very cruel and a 
of faith. —Yours, etc., E. J. Mouerr. 

CALENDAR 
1918 

With (Hustrations by Herbert Cote and Hilda Jefferies. 
Single Copies, post free, gd. Trade terms to W. S. F. 

Branches and Newsagents. 

W.S. F. 

Printed by the National Labour Press La. 6 & 9 Johnzea's Court, Flect St. 
E.C4 and Published the Workers Suirade Foderstion. 2 
400 Old Ford Rd. Bow, K Printed by T.U. tabour 
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right, as an infant eitisen, suffering, ~ 

that 
number you find fault with Mr. 
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