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Victory of the Soviet Power inthe Far-East.

The Intervention of the Imperialists Frustrated.
By P. Braun (Berlin). .

The Mukden rulers have confirmed their capitulation by
their signature to the agreement concluded in Nikolks-Ussurijsk.
They have unconditionally accepted the demands submitted by
the Soviet Union: the restoration ol the statuz guo on the
Chinese Eastern railway. immediate cessation of military mea-
sures and immediate release of imprisoned citizens of the So-
viet Union. An agreement has also been arrived at in the
question ol who shall occupy the posts ol Directors of the
Chinese Eastern Railway. After Mukden had untertaken to recall
the Chinese director Liu, the Soviet vovernment, on its part,
declared itself ready. in the interest of the restoration of peace,
‘? appoint two other persons in place of the iormer Soviet
Russian directors Yemshanov and Eismont.

The Soviet government, of course, insisted on those obvious
conditions which it had already subinitted in the first Note
at the commencement of the Manchurian conflict, Regarding this
Hitude Comrade Litvinov declared in his speech on the foreign
bolicy of the Soviet Government delivered before the Central
-Necutive of the Soviet Union:

“The Soviet Government is now in a situaticn in which
the imperialist governments for the most part prefer not
to enter into negotiations but to dictate conditions. The
Soviet Government is not making use of the advantages
of its situation and is not compelling China to accept any
new conditions. The Soviet-Russian Manchurian protocol
signed in Nikolks-Ussurijsk proves ‘that the conditions sub-
mitted by the Soviet Union have remained the same as at
the beginning of the dispute.”

With the signing of the protocol of Nikolks-Urussijsk the
first phase of the peaceiul settleinent of the Manchurian con-
flict is concluded and the basis created for a lasting settlement
ol the Chinese-Eastern railway question. The protacol sels
the seal to the complete victory of the Soviet Power in the
Far-East and the shameful defeat of world imperialism and
its Chinese blood hounds, which it deliberately let loose in
order to provoke the Soviet Union to war and to deal a mortal
blow to the work of socialist construction. The events in Man-
churia, the annihilating blow with which the Red \rmv
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answered the continual provocative raids, the collapse in the
camp of the counter-revohution, the increasing upsurge of the
great Chinese workers’ and peasants’ revolution, the inter-
national storm of protest of the world proletariat against the
war preparations of world imperialism in the Far-East — all
these events have completely annihilated the hopes of the im-
perialists and of the Chinese generals.

The sudden capitulation of the Mukden government, caused
by the fear of the powerful military superiority of the Red
Army, by the complete economic decay in Manchuria and the
demoralisation of the Manchurian army, has had the effect of a
thunderbolt upon the imperialist powers. The recent attempt of
the imperialists to prevent a peaceful settlement of the conflict
over the Chinese-Eastern railway by an impudent interference,
and for this purpose making hypocritical references to the
Kellogg Pact, has come to grief as a result of the disunity
among the Powers themselves, the bankruptcy of the Chinese
counter-revolution and the rapid progress of the direct negotia-
tions between the Soviet Union and Manchuria in Nikolks-
Ussurijsk.

At the head of the imperialist Powers stood the imperialism
of the United States, which for the first time in history has
openly and actively taken up in the Far-East the fight against
its imperialist rivals for a redistribution of the world.

America, in the role of guardian of the Kellogg Pact
which it has taken on itself without a shadow of justification,
wished 1o liquidaie the victory of the Soviet Power, to wreck
the negotiations in Nikolks-Ussurijsk and to make use of the
expected new complications for the purpose of dealing a fresh
blow against the Soviet Union.

The Soviet Government has exposed this attempt at inter-
vention by America and repelled it with the sharpness it
deserves. Its Note in answer to the “reminders” from Washing-
fon is a historical document of far-reaching importance, a clas-
sical expression of the victorious Soviet Power which is
conscious of its strength.

In the meantime thers is to be observed also in the camp
of world imperialism signs of malicious joy at the way in
which the true character of the intervention attempts of the
American rival have been exposed. The Japanese press has only
scorn and ridicule for the discomforture of its inconvenient
neighbour on the other side of the Pacific. But also a part
of the CGrerman bourgeois press. which, unlike the “Vorwirts”
and the German Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, did not at once,
with flags flying. rally round the star-spangled banner. but
saw no immediate advantage for German imperialism to be
derived from a participation in the action of the White House
and therefore adopted a more or less wailing attitude, is highly
amused at the eagerness with which America brought its
“Kellogg idealism” into the field in order to serve as a cloak
for its very material aims.

Thus, for example, the “Kéolnische Zeitung” of the 5th of
December writes:

“«The fact that America, England and France undertook
the step but Japan expressly characterised it as a mistake
and did not join the Powers, shows that those Powers
constitute a definite group regarding which even the non-
Russian observer can assume that it is a political group
with definite and common interests in Eastern Asia, inter-
ests which are contrary to those of the Soviet Government.
It is also no longer a secret that the Chinese government
is inclined to give way to the American capitalist interests
which are striving for the internationalisation of the Chi-
nese Eastern railway. It is here not a step resulting solely
from the Kellogg idea; it is in the best case a mixture of
the material aims of the Powers and Kellogg idealism. And
for this very reason it could not reckon on meeting with
Epprgval in ‘Germany and in Japan nor upon acceptance in

ussia.”

The Soviet Government immediately saw through the hostile
and hypocritical character of the American peace action and
completely frustrated it. Its Note in answer, which "has called
torth fear and astonishment in the whole capitalist world, is a
<ign of the victorious upsurge of the world revolution. It is
an expression of the consciousness of power of the working
class of the whole world. lts language is the language of the
fighting and victorious worid proletariat. ‘

" POLITICS \

The New Anti-Socialist l.aw in

- Glermany.
The Split in the German National Party.
"By A. Norden {(Berlin).

The storm of protest by the Communists at the Reichsiy
eession of December 4th, by which the session was broker
up eight times and Severing prevented from speaking for st
veral hours, is merely a symptom of the excitemem wh<
seized upon the proletarian masses in view of the new Repe
blican Defence Law of the Coalition. As a matter of fact. ever
paragraph of the draft worked out by Severing is solely direcsd

against the Commumists and the organisations associating Wit

them. The first three paragraphs are enactments for the pr .

tection of Fascists and strike-breakers and threaten all “ve
lence” with severe penalties of imprisonment and hard labow

At least three months’ jmprisonment is the penalty for ani
one insulting the Republic, the national colours, and Presidet
and Ministers of the Republic, alive ar dead. Even the “glon
fication or express approval” of acts of high treason commitné
by others entails severe penalties of imprisonment.

Assemblies at which any of the above actions are <ow
mitted, must immediately be dissolved by the police. As a m:"
ter of fact, all Communist meetings thus come under this lav
We witness a revival of the times of Bismarck and Puttkamz
when at all Socialist meetings a policeman sat beside
chairman, ready to make any attack on capitalism an excuse fr
dissolving the meeting. ‘

The workers’ press is tremendously gagged by the 1
Repubtican Defence Law. For preparing acts of high trea
“propagating organisations hostile to the State”, “underminx

R

the Republican form of government”, and the like, daily paper .

may be forbidden to appear for four weeks and other pai-
cations for six months. 1f the subscribers to the prohibited o
are in receipt of another publication

during the suppressi® ¢ !

the first, the second publication in question may likewise & .

forbidden {o appear.

Most dangerous of all, as menacing the legality of the Cos-
munist Party, is Paragraph 5 of the haw, which envisages -
penalty of an indefinite term of imprisonment, of not less thr
three months. for any one who “takes part in or supports :
secret association hostile to the State and pursuing the aim &
undermining the Republican form of Government im the Reict
or any of its provinces”.

On the strength of this paragraph, the Communist P2
which is daily denounced by the Social Democrats to be h*
siile to the State and which has inscribed on its banners v
fight against the bourgeois-capitalist Republic, can at any ™
be_ prohibited and its functionaries and members thrown
prison.

Thus, at a closer glance, the Republican Defence Aa 2
the Coalition Government, allegedly created against reactionz”
circles, proves to be a sharp weapon against the Commun:
Party. That this law, the efficacy of which against the rex
tionaries has been completely annulled, should cancel both ¥
ban on the return of the ex-Kaiser, still contained in the ok
Republican Defence Law, and the possibility of dischargin
prominent Fascist officials, is also no matter of coinciden

A sudden rise of unemployment in Germany, which &
to-day affects two and a quarter millions of workers, the ¢
pressive burden of the Young Plan, the old and new faxat™
campaigns and usurious customs duties of the Social-Democri
Government of the Reich, evoke serious political crises '
make the danger of proletarian mass uprisings more and M
imminent. Hence the Republican Defence Act which aims &
political insurance of the exploition campaign of the bourse)
sie and whose function will be fulfiled when once, as in ju
and 1924, the Communist Party ie forbidden and -its cadre ©
functionaries buried in the prisons. :

The Communist Party is waging a broad Parliameni”
and extra-Parliamentary campaign of mass-mob#lisation ag?'™
this anti-Communis{ act of terrorism which is on the poi " {
being passed. In a number of enterprises the worker: b
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already spomtaneously expressed their will to fight. The Com-
munist Party calls upon the workers to organise big demon-
strations and to hold meetings in the streets in all parts of
Germany.

The characteristic of the present situation lies in the fact
that — in contradistinction to the year 1922, when the first
Republican Defence Law was passed — the Right and the “Leit”
wing of the Social-Democratic Party no longer appear as ad-
vocates and champions of merely a coalition with the petty-
bourgeois class, but unitedly co-operate to form a bloc against
the workers together with the enterprises of the heavy indu-
stries and the reactionary groups of financial capitalists.

Mention should also be made in this connection of the
sensational secession of the trade-union section, and parily also
of the agricuitural and industrial sections of the German Na-
tional People’s Party from their adherence to Hugenberg. Du-
ring the last few davs, no fewer than twelve deputies of the
Reichstag quitted the German National People’s Party, this
number including representatives of trade-union interests, such
as Lambach, Hartwig and Hiilser, and representatives of big
agrarian interests like Schlange-Schoningen, Lindeiner-Wildaum,
and Keudell. A number of industrialists, too, such as Lejeune-
Jung, Frowein, and the well-known West-German steel manu-
facturer Klonne, who during the Paris Young-Plan Conference
deliberated behind the scenes with Entente diplomats in regard
to an aHiance against the Soviet Union, have turned their backs
on the Party. Count Westarp, who sympathises with these se-
cessionists, ‘has laid down the chairmanship of the German
National fraction in the German Reichstag.

It must not be supposed, as the Democratic and Social-
Democratic press triumphantly declares, that the members who
nave now separated from the German National Party are ten-
ding towards the Left, merely because Klonne declared in the
“Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung” that in the given circumstances
the present. Republican, form of the State must be accepted.
That Klonne should just be the one to write this, though he
is known throughout Germany to be quite a merciless slave-
driver in his own concern, clearly shows what is really the
point at issue. :

It is not the German National Party that is femnding to-
wards the Left, but the whole bourgeois Republic that is ten-
ding towards the Right. The men just mentioned are practical
politicians from heavy-industrial and big-agrarian circles, who
see their political and economic wishes increasingly fulfilled
by the Coalition under the leadership of the Social Democrats.
Why should the former monarchists not come to the Republic,
it the Republic comes half way to meet them?

The Formation of the New

Government in Czechoslovakia.
By AL Hahn.
Prague, 9th December, 1929.

After six weeks' negotiations, a new Government has been
formed in Czechoslovakia. The concentration of the fascist forces
for the carrying out of the further preparations for war against
the Soviet {Jnion, for the fascist dictatorship and for an in-
creased exploitation of the whole of the working class is com-
pleted. The social-fascists have succeeded in bringing about a
government in which they constitute the decisive lorce, and
which embodies the will of the fascist Masaryk group. In this
“Cabinet of the strong hand” the social fascists have the posts
of Minister for Justice, for Education, Social Weliare, Food,
Post and Telegraphs, and Foreign Affairs. In the last hours
before the appointment of the Government Masaryk himsel
intervened in order to force the Agrarian Party on its part
1o appoint those elements belonging to the so-called “left”
wing of the Agrarian Party. The greatest excitement prevails
in the agrarian party as a result of this intervention. It is al-
"pe:?y announced that a bitter struggle will develop in the

rty,

The whole of the press receives the appointment of the
Government with reserve, yet all promise to support this
government so long as it lights for the interests of the State.

. The Stfibrny press declares that it does not except any-
thing from this government, The attitude of the open fascist
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press to the formation ol the government might cause onme tc
believe that profound differences exist here. It is obvious, how-
ever, that the “Burg” (Masaryk) fascism and the Stribrmy-
Qayda-fascists are working for a common aim — the realisa-
tion of the fascist dictatorship. .

During the course of the - negotiations on the lormation
of the government the Communist press pointed out day after
day that the social fascists are striving to place themselves
at the head of the movement for a lascist coup d’efat. The
Czechoslovakian social fascists however, just like the Austrian
social fascists, will create the. presumptions for the fascist dic-
tatorship by ‘*‘democratic and parliamentary” means. “Narodni
Osvosboseni”, which supports Masaryk, published in its num-
ber of 8th December a leading article openly setting forth
the aims of the “Burg” fascists. It states:

“Up to now we never had a government possessing
such a large majority. This majority is so strong nu-
merically that it can alter ‘even the Constitution.”

Here it is quite openly announced that the “Burg” wing
of the fascist bourgeoisie (not without the approval of the
rest of the fascist forces, but under the leadership of social
fascism, under the leadership of President Masaryk) is toying
with the idea of adapting the Constitution, after the Polish and
Austrian model, to the changed “inner and outer -political
sitnation”, o ’

In this alteration of the Constitution the social fascists will
not, as in Austria, merely play the part of a consenting party,
but will form the initiative force and come forward with the
proposal for a fascist reform of the Constitution, which can be

Change of Address.

, From the 23th December next the address of the “Inprecorr.”
will be

BERLIN, C 25, BARTELSTRASSE 1—5, IHl, GERMANY.

Al communications, both business and editorial, ‘intended
to reach us on or after that date should therefore be sent to
the above address. : ‘

adopted by the concentration majorit)y without difficulties by
“democratic and parliamentary means.” .

The German christian-socialists who have 'been pushed
out of the government, as well as the Hlinka party and the
Hungarian parties which stand aloof from the yvovernment, are
carrying on active negotiations in order to form a minority
bloc. Here also the role of social fascism is plainly to be seen.
The German christian-socialist party is thrown overboard and
its place taken by the German social democracy. which will be
supported by the German agrarians in the government. The
German social democracy ofiers a better guarantee for the
coalescence of the Czech with the German bourgeoisie for the
purpose of suppressing the working masses of the national
minorities, for the fascisation of the Czechoslovakian State, and
therefore German social fascism also must commence its go-
vernment activity for the realisation of the lascist dictatorship.

The fact that the Slovak People’s Party is excluded from
the government does not mean that the process of coalescence
of the Slovak and Czech bourgeoisie is being counter-acted.
The Slovak bourgeoisie is rejected only in so far as it is re-
presented by Pater Hlinka. The Slovak bourgeoisie is repre-
sented in the new government by the agrarian party and the
Czechoslovak social democracy. The Ministers Slavik (Agra-
rian) and Derer (social fascist) have the task of demonstrating
that the Czech bourgeoisie is drawing the Slovak bourgeoisie
into the work of realising the fascist dictatorship.

Hlinka and the Hungarian bourgeoisie. who right up to
the last moment hoped that they would be included in the
government, are now taking definite measures io create a bloc
of national minorities. The negotiations on the creation of the
bloc of autonomists in Czechoslovakia are being  continued.
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Hlinka declared the. othir day that it is necessary, alter pre-
liminary press discussion, to sit at a round table and con-
ter on the political platiorm of a ‘bloc of autonomists. Szen-
tivdnyi, the leader of the Hungarian national party, and Sziillo,
the leader of the Hungarian christian socialist party, welcomed
this declaration and expressed their readiness to found this
bloc of autonomists.

The government of the strong hand, which is preparing the
fascist dictatorship, will find itsell confronted by the revolu-
tionary working masses who are being mobilised by the C. P.
of Czechoslovakia for the fight for the proletarian dictatorship.

The Social Democratic Party of
Austria — Midwife of the Faseist
Diectatorship.

By R. Schiiller (Vienna).

On the 7th December the Fascist Dictatorship Constitution
was passed by the Austrian Parliament. The introduction of
this Fascist Constitution was the resull neither of a putch
nor a Coup d’état, but of a unanimous decision of the fascist
government parties with the agreement of the social
democracy. The social democratic party has acled as the mid-
wife of the fascist dictatorship, which is supported by the
Heimwehr and the legal apparatus of power, °

The social-democratic party of Austria has thereby com-
mited the most shameiful act of treachery in the history ol the
orking class. For the first time there has taken place a
fascist counter-revolution with the open collaboraticn of the
sovial democracy. For the adoption of the Schober constitution
is nothing but a lascist counter-revolution under the cloak of
legality.,

This constitution which has now been adopted means,
when all its provisions are applied, nothing else but a fascist
dictatorship, It is not at all necessary that all the clauses and
provisions of this constitution should be applied at the be-
ginning. The Mussolini Government did not in its early days
make use ol its arbitrary powers to the same extent that
it does to-day.

Ii the lascist bourgeoisie of Austria is able to-day to
carry through this constitution, it is only thanks o~ the
assistance rendered by the social democracy.” Without this the
Schober Government, in spite of all the Heimwehr, the police
and the army, would ncver have been able to overcome the
resistance of the working masses,

It "is characteristic that right up to the last moment the
workers still imagined that the Socialist party of Austria were
preparing for a decisive struggle against fascism.

Up to the 5th December the social-democratic press pre-
served complete silence regarding the agreement which had
already been arrived at with Schober; and on the 7th De-
cember the constitution was passed by Parliament on the
basis of this agreement. In order to cloak this treachery the
social-democrats had weapons distributed in the iactories and
workshops and called upon the workers io prepare lor the
General Strike, for the decisive fight. As a matter of fact by
means ol this “Left” demagogy, the social-democratic party of
Austria is succeeding evean now in deceiving the broad masses
regarding  the monstrous act ol treachery it has committed.
“left” social fascism is once again proving itseli to be the
most dangerous enemy of the working ctass and of Com-
munism. Otto Bauer’s way leads io social fascism i its purest
torm, and to lascism.

The Communist Party of Austria has carried on and is
carrying on the liercest fight against the fascist constitution and
againat the establishment of a fascis dictatorship. It called
upon the workers to enter on a protest strike and to demon-
“trate belore Parliament on the 7th of Docemboer,

Phis fight has wot ended with the adoption by Parliament
of the fascist Constitution. This Parliametary decision does
not solve the Austrian crisis. The matter will be decided in
the streets anid in the factories. I'he Ausirian working class

ret vanguished. and fascism is celebrating its success not

as a result of the defeat of the working class in a blondi
war, but as a consequence of the abysmal treachery o i~
social fascists.

The lascists and the social fascists who have co-oper.-
in the passing of this constitution will find it a harder job -
enfore it against the workers. At the same {ime the econcr
crisis is becoming more and more acute. Driven bv i
aggravation of the economic crisis the bourgeoisie is alre,.
proceeding to new attacks against the working masses.

The fascist constitution is now to be used for the -
pose of a tremendous economic offensive of the bourvec..
This is bound to lead to big struggles. The issue of ..
struggles depends upon how far the C. P. of Austria is capii-
by mtensive mass work and an offensive policy, to expo:
the masses the shameful treachery of the social fascists.

The Austrian working class has lost the first round ia -
fight against fascism, thanks to the treachery of the s
fascists. But the working class, under the leadership o
C. P. of Austria, will emerge victorious from the coss
fights against fascism and against social fascism.

AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR |

How the Conference on Naval
Disarmament is Being Prepared.
By P. Gabriel (Paris).

It appears that up to the present the Powers have n
rived at any understanding regarding the time of ani
main questions to be dealt with by the Conference on “\:.
Disarmament” to be held in London.

Originally it was intended that this Conference s>
mneet in London on January 21st. As, however, this date i
clash with the opening of the meeting of the League of Nati::
Council at Geneva, the ltalian Foreign Minister, Grand:
manded that the meeting of the League Council shouli :.-
place a week earlier.

Since Ramsay MacDonald’s return from his negotia:
with the President of the United States, Hoover, the comer
tions between the Governments of Great Britain and o
United States do not seem to have made any further progis
The only public demonstration which has been made in v
sphere was the speech of President Hoover to the Amer:.:
Legion on the Freedom of the Seas. This speech was rece::.
by the British Press with great reserve, not to say hosi:

The difierences between Great Britain and the Un:
States, therciore, have not lost anything of their sharpr«
At the same time however, the quarrel between France i
Italy has become tremendously aggravated, As is kmown. °
governments of France and Italy had decided to enter i-
special preliminary negotiations “before the “Naval Disar
ment” Conference. The Italian ambassador in Paris, Siun-
S. E. Manzoni, paid a visit to the French Foreign Mini--
M. Briand, 1o whom, it is said, he handed a Note setting i-.
“in a concise but very clear form” the standpoint of his Gove-
ment regarding the limitation of naval armaments,

Briand now maintains that no such Note was ever han.
to him,

In the meantime a United States newspaper has publisn:
the Nalian Note, and high official functionaries of the Fren:
Foreign Ministry assert that this Note was examined in 1
Ministry,

Whatever the case may be, the desires of fascist Italy - |
well known, Belore thev were communicated to M. Briand It
ltalians had iniormed the French ambassador in Rome, de Bea:
marchais, thereof.

ttalv demands naval parity, which will allow it the riv"
to build the same tonnace as France. Haly points out that -
equality of interests of France and Haly is more obvious .- -
real than that of Great Britain and the United States.
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I'rance had hoped 1o be able to rely on the assistance of
t:lv in order to be able to ofier resistance to the otiensive of
reat Britain and the United States against submarines. ltaly
a: not fallen into the trap. The ltalian newspapers announce
nat the Halian statesmen reserve the right to determine their
tiitude to the question of submarines according to circumstan-
ea. I France refuses naval parity, then Haly threatens to
emand ihe abolition of submarines.

France replied to this suspicious manoeuvre with two de-
i1onatrations, the provocative character of which is clear to
vervbody.

The reporter for the naval budget in France demanded
om the Chamber ol Deputies the construction ol eleven new
ruisers and submarines, work upon which is to be commen-
ed between the 1st of January and 3ist December 1930, and
Jhich are to cost 1300 million francs.

This reporter is not, perchance, a member of the Right or

the Centre, but i3 Jacques-Louis Dumesnil, formerly Naval
Ainister in the Radical Herriot government, a man who wonld
mdcubiedly enier a Ministry of the Radical Daladier side by
he side with the socialist Blum.

The second demon=tration was that the submarines “Smeli”
a1 +Osvetnik”, which were to be conveyed from the Toulon
locks to Yugoslavia, were to be escorted to their naval base in
he Adriatic by three French destrovers under the command
f the French Vice-Admiral. This would have been the nrst
weaston on which, in peace time, foreign and French wur-
hips have sailed under a united command. The original pro-
rraime, it is true, was altered somewhat in that the three
‘rench destroyers are first to proceed to Bizerta in the French
olony oi Tunis, which lies opposite to Italy, from whence they
vill catch up with Yugoslavian submarines in the Adriatic,
ollowing this a great Franco-Yugoslavian naval demonstration
s 10 tak2 place between the 5th and 10th of December in the
Yugoslavian harbour Sibenik.

~ These are some ol the preliminariez to the Conference on
“Naval Disarmament”,

" THE BALKANS

The 532 Accused from Sophia before
the KFaseist Court.
(Special Report to the Inprecor.)

Sophia, 3rd December 1029,

The monster trial of the 52 workers and workers' leaders
s sull proceeding. The examination of the accused Iasted uniil
e 23th November, and brought to light staggering facts re-
Zerding unheard of tortures upon which the whole case has
ccen constructed. One of the prisoners, Comrade Jordan Milev,
“or many vears a trade union functionary and general secre-
hary »o.i.!he Independent Trade Union Federation, described the
mquistion to which he had been subjected. Several of the
dccused graphically demonstrated to the court how they had
be?{l tortured, throwing themseives on the floor, climbing on
chairs, etc. All the accused denied the “statements” and “con-
lessions” extorted from them by inhuman tortwures during the
Preliminary examination by the police and the court of inquiry.

| On the motion of the public prosecutor. these “confessions”,
“f‘\e shame‘(ul proofs of the torturing ol human beings, were
read Aloud in court, and accepted as the basis for the juridical
eunhination,

Ihe hearmmg of the witiesses, numbering more than 104,
o on 20th November. All witnesses for the prosecution are
Pulice inspectors and detectives, the executioners and torturers
ﬁhtmsdves. Before the witnesses were examined, Comrade
lp\“"k‘_) Panov demanded that these witnesses should not he
“Mitted to give evidence. since these are precisely the per-
amd “confessions”

s who have extorted “statenments” from

the accused by means o ortere. Xund  the energetic protests
ol all the nccused, the court rejected this request.

One of the witnesses for ithe prosecution, the police physi-
cian Dr. Portarsky, tried to maintain that the prisoners nod
not been tortured. Comrade Yonko Pamov asked him whether
it was frue that when he was beimng tortured, and wien e,
Yonko Panov. lost consciousness, the physician Portarsky was
called. who felt the pulse of the victim and i1uformed the tor-
turers that he could sl stand further beating. To this state-
ment the physician rephied that it was not in accordance with
the trutih. Imnediately after this ancther prisoner. Schamovifch.
showed a wound on his foot, caused by niaitreatment. which
had been bandaged by the police physician Portarsky him-
seil. The witness could not but admit the tortures.

Fhe malireatment and tortures dezcribod before the court
have made a profornd impression on the whole population of
Sophia. This is compelling even the bourgeots newspaper
“Utro”, “Zname”, “Pladne”, etc.. 10 adiit the lacts and even
to “protest”. Thus the “Zname”, the organ of the Democratic
Party. writes as follows on 20th November, under the title of
“Mr. Liaptschev's Police':

oL It is a disgrace not only Tor Mi. Liaptschev's po-
lice, but a disgrace for Bulgaria. that at the trial i Alrene
(an  “assassin ol a nnnister”™ case) the accused actually
produced iragments of their own skin, which had iallen
off in consequence of the tortures. The Young Comuninists
are now on irial in the capital ol Bulgaria. The revels-
tions made during the juridical exanunation are frightial
Intelligent young people have been tortured untit some ol
them have lost their reason. Others have been thrown ont o
the windows of the police headguarters...”

The newspaper “Pladne” writes on ist December:

“Most characteristic of all is the Tact thai the accused
appear with irrefutable evidence fragments ol their own
skin — conbirming what is already known to all; ar the
sanie time the witnesses called by the public prosecmor
state that nobodv has been beaten I nwust be assumed
that the accused have tortured themselves.”

The press of the ruling Fascists and of the social Fasosts
(whose organ is the “Narod”) cymically deride the accused by
the assertion that they have never brven tortured at ail. The
government press goes even farther and is carrving on a cam-
paign denuinding the stricter applicanon of the death penalty
paragraphs ol the law for the defenve of the republic.

The mass protest movement against the irial and against
Fascism is spreading steadilv. The Central Committee for the
struggle against White Terror and Fascism has issued a Bul-
letin on the subject of the trial of the 52\ new daily nows-
paper, the “Rabotnitschesknovini™ (“Workers' News™), is also
befng published in convection with this trial; the three num-
bers which have appeared 0 far, contuning material on the
proceedings of the tricl. were confiscated by the police.

Profest mweetings are being held continually by the wor-
kers. The muass protest meeting called for 27th November was
brutally dispersed by the police. The Club of the Workers'
Party is kept under siege by the police; any gathering of the
workers in the Club is prohibited. and the workers visiting
the rooms are continually arrested and taken away. Among
others, the secrefary of the Workers” Partv. Petko Napetov. has
been arrested, as well as all thirty members of the Young Anti-
Fascist Committee of Sophia and the Sophia district. and nu-
merous members of the Workers’ Party and the Central Com-
wittee for the struggle against White Terror and Fascism.

In Philipopel the police prohibited the mass protest mee-
ting announced. The crowd of workers. numbering more than
1500, organised in spite of this a mighty demonstration. in
the 1own gardens “Zar Simeon™. ’

~ The court is flooded with a storm of protest telegranis
from the country itseli and from abroad. The protest action at
home and abroad is growing and infensiiying daily. This is
the more necessary now that the trial is enfering ifs devizive
phase. )
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Japan snd England in the World’s
' - Cotton Markets.
. ‘B_v U. -(London).

There appears to be some misunderstanding of the causes
ol the decline in British Colton exports, notably in an article
published in the August 23rd issue of Inprecorr. and in the
September issue of the Labour Monthly (same article). In this
article Comrade Lee writes: = -

" “The factor that has been responsible for reducing
Lancashires cotton export trade by 25% is the cotton ma-
nufacturing indus‘ries of America and Japan, where a
highly developed technique is lowering costs of production
far beyond the present level in Lancashire.” ... ,.This com-
petition (that of the U. S. A’s cotton industry, U.) has
broken 'Lancashire’s monopoly position in the world
markets.” ‘ L

T'his statement gives a totally false perspective ol the posi-
tion of the British Cotton Industry in the World Market, for
the competition of the U.S.A. has not as yet been felt by
Lancashire” in her principal markets, ‘viz: India and China. It
is Japan that has delivered the blow at the British cotton ma-
nufacturers; the U.S.A. actually exports far less to these
Eastern markets than before the War, viz: a mere million eq.
yards to China in 1927 as against 80 mullions in 1913 and
3'» millions to India as against 13/, millions in 1913. These
quantities are negligible as against Great Britain’s 1,550 mil.
linear yards {fo India and 130 mil. to China in 1927,

The decline of about 40% in Britain's total export of
cotton cloth on the pre-war figure is mainly accounted for,
as already staled, by the decline in exports to India and China.
These two markets between them accourt for 70% of the total
decline. Before the War India took 43% of all the cotton cloth
exported from Great Britain and China came second on the
kst of customers with 10%5. To-day India still comes first with
37%. but China only takes 5'2%, and S. America has assumed
second place with 10%.

Now it is precisely in S. America that American compe-
tition is met and S. America takes a larger percentage (though
a tofal 32% less than pre-war) than in pre-war days.

American competition against Great Britain is only felt
in such relatively minor markets as Canada.

The total value of all the U.S.A.s cotton piece goods
exports in 1027 was only about £ 16,000.000 as azrainst Great
Britain’s £ 110.000.000.

The following are the principal exfernal factors
for the decline in British exports of cotton goods:

China and

accounting

a) Japanese competition in India, other Far

Fastern Markets.
mills and

b) Increased production of the Indian cotton
per capita

even of Indian hand-looms, coupled with decreased
consumption of cloth by the Indian people.

cotton factories in China.
increasingly important Jdu-

) Increased production by the
This is a factor which will become
ring the next few vears.

[he following hWyures illustrate the position:

Exports of cotton piece goods from Great Britain.

1913 1028 2% decline
Million Linear Million Linear
Yards. Yards.
Total Exports . 7075 3908 41
Exports to India . 3057 1453 33
Exports to China . A 216 71
Fxports to Dutch E.Indies 539 300 13

(quantities)
Yarn. Piece Gds. Yarn. Piece Gc.
1913 192627
“Qreat Britain 0% 97 % 0% 8%
Japan . . . . . . 2% 03% 54% 104
g o/
Percentage of China’s imports of piece goods sapplied by Eu
land and Japan.
(quantities)
1913 1927
England 53% 27%
Japan 20% 67%

Percentage of India’s yarn and cloth imports supplied by Gre.
Britain and Japan.

The Japanese cotton industry had a free field during
War in these markets and it rapidly expanded, until in 191% -
it was supplying India with 71% of her yarn imports as ag.
25% from England. Although this position was not held. |:;.
has never receded from the strong grip she had obtained &
her industry has enjoyed large profits all the last ten e
many companies paying dividends of 25% and 359% each
as well as putting large sums to reserves. All during the i
decade the Japanese have been increasing their productive c:.
citly, improving their equipment and taking advantage oi &
new invention, enabled to do this by their strong reserve iwr.

For a long time Lancashire has gone on thinking
Japanese labour, though so badly paid is inefficient and r.
actual labour cost is as high as in England. This is emp™s
cally not the case at present.

The large majority of the Japanese cotton workers :-
young peasants girls, aged 14 to 18, who spend 2 or 3 ¢
living in the mills and then go home worn out. Of late ver
the big spinning companies (which also do weaving) b:
slightly improved the living condtiions for these girls. uf-
at the same time continually increasing the intensity o =
labour, The girls now get just enough food to enable i
to last out their 2 or 3 yvears in the mill working (till last }i
10 hours a day or night. They are housed in dorrhitories »
too overcrowded fo cause an uneconomical amount of disa*
for too many girls getting tuberculosis means a heavy c:. |
tor recruitment expenses to get fresh labour from the cour:”
The average space provided per girl now is 1!/, mats, 2 ©
being 6 ft. by 3 ft. and the day and night shifts now h::
separate dormitories. The food given consists almost wh
of rice and barlev: a little fish is given two or three tit~
a week and meai perhaps once a month. The rice is hel~
down usualy by pickled radish.

For this “board” the girls pay about 8/6d a month :-
the management provides an equal sum.

The average wage in spinning is 2/td a day. and -
weaving 1/10%»d This was the figure before last July, w:
late night work for women was abolished. It will be less n:
since the shifts are 8, hours and piece rates have not b=
raised.

It should also be noted that it is only the big com:
nies which have  improved conditions recently. In the I
numbers of small weaving sheds the girls sleep still in v¢
unhealthy crowded rooms, and, where there is omly ome st
work 11 or 12 or even more hours a day in spite of *
Factory Acts,

These little factorv slaves in Japan are made to attend
almost as many spindles and to as many looms as the Lv
cashire Workers. Wages for work done in weaving are X'
about one-third o! the Lancashire figure.

In weaving, for instance. with the machinery worked ¥
fast as in England, a ¢irl weaver attending to 4 looms g
2:1d a day and cn 6 looms 2/9d. In Lancashire 3 weaver ¢
4 looms working 8 hours a day would be earming about 0°
a day. -

In spiuning, the Japanese cannot yet, as a general 14
attend 1o as manv spindles as in Lancashire, but some &7
have been in the factories two or three years can do so. IW
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each year the number of workers per thousand spindles in
Japan grows less,

The English industry is, of course, weighed down by the
tremendous load of debt acquired in the boom of 1919 and
1920, when mills changed hands at prices ranging up {o seven
times their original value, the banks financing these transactions
and the new companies finding themselves, when the slump
came, with enormous debts to the banks which they could never
pay ofi. The following figures give a comparison of costs of
production of yarn in England and Japan and bring out clearly
both the burden of interest charges in Lancashire and the dit-
terence in labour cost between the two countries:

Cost of production in pence per 1b.
Japan. 40’'s Weit. England. 42’s Weft.

lLabour . 1.27 Wages 2.365
Other Expenses . 1.65 Interest 8 depreciation 2.000
Other Expenses . 1.894

Total . 2.92 Total . 6.259

‘The figures are, of course, not absolutely definite ones for
the whole industry, but they give a sufficient idea of the dii-
ference. The Japanese labour cost in spinning is generally
speaking about half the English one.

The leading cotton companies in Japan have recently been
establishing new cotton mills in China or extending their exi-
sting enterprises there., At present they have 1.3 million spind-
tes and 10,524 looms in China against 6.3 million spindles and
31,000 looms in Japan. (The total number of wide power looms
in Japan in 1926 was 145,825, but more than half of these did
not belong to the big companies, who are members of the
Japan Cotton Spinners Association.) Last year China suddenly
appeared as an important figure in India’s list of yarn imports.
China supplied 23% of India’s total last year, and most of
this yarn came from the Japanese-owned mills in Shanghai. The
yarns exported were coarse yarns, in the production of which
skul counts for lihle and cheap labour for much. It may con-
fidently be prophesied that Japan will now concentrate the pro-
duction of coarser yarns iin her Chinese mills, where a man
works 11 or 12 hours for about 1'— and women and children
for 9d and 5d.

In weaving the Japanese workers attend far more looms
than the Chinese workers, who usually attend to only 1 or 2,
although a few in the Japanese mills only, in Shanghai, can
attend to 3 or 4. The average in Japan is 55. The tendency
in Japan is to establish a larger number of automatic looms,
20—30 or even more, which can be attended to by one worker.
Since 1926 Japan has installed 20 to 25 thousand new automatic
looms. The leading companies have ample reserves to enable
them to follow the American example in every respect, and the
wages they pay are, of course, infinitely lower. When the U.S. A.
does try to establish herself in the Eeastern markets, she will
have little chance against Japan and against Japanese mills in
Cl]lilna, or for that matter against some of the Chinese-owned
mills,

Althcugh Japanese competition accounts for so large a
part of Britain’s decline in exports to India. the increased pro-
duction of the Indian mills is also a very important factor, The
Indian mills are now producing just about double the quantity
of cotton cloth they produced before the War, viz: 2,357 million
yards as against 1,164 million yards in 1913—14. Since India’s
tofal consumption has changed very little since the pre-war
period, it is therefore not surprising that her total imports of
colton piece goods have declined about 40%.

Wages in the Indian mills are about 10/— a week of 60
hours and labour is much worse housed and fed. and conse-
quently less efficient, than in Japan.

Many of the millions of India have omnly one loin cloth,
and many even of the women have cut down the size of the
rag thev wrap round themselves. whilst the age of nudity has
been' raised. ’

The position in India for Lancashire is that she has a
much smaler share of a much smaller trade than in pre-
war days.

. Under Capitalism, the position of the British Cotton Indu-
stry is absolutely hopeless, and this is the lesson we have got
to drive home to the cotion workers. No conceivable wage re-
ductions in Lancashire can bring Labour ocost down to the
Japanese figure, as can be seen from the figures given above.
The interest charges on the British industry are in many places
almost the equivalent of the wages cost. Above all, we must
make them see that under British rule the Indian masses are
progressively impoverished and cannot buy the cloth they de-
sperately require; that., on the other hand, if the Indian workers
aid peasanis could establish a Soviet Government and if Bri-
tain were a Soviet Republic, not all the spindles and looms ot
Lancashire working full time could meet the demand for cot-
ton manufactures.

We should bring home to them the significance to them
of the Meerut trial and make them realise that the men on
trial are leaders of the workers’ revolutionary movement
in India.

We must also drive home to the British cotton workers
that the 6!/, cut in their wages was only a beginning, and that
even their present low standard will soon be attacked again.
For although the British cotton capitalists cannot regain their
lost markets, they can by wage cuts get a little more profit on
the sales they make and with these profits instal awtomatic
looms and generally “rationalise” their industry. This will, of
course, lead to more aunemployment in Lancashire. Each wage
cut accepted by the cotton workers prepares the way for more
unemployment, not for more employment as the Trade Union
“leaders” try to make the workers believe.

If we can now bring home to the Lancashire workers
the utter hopelessness of their position under capitalism they
will repudiate their Trade Union leaders who are urging them
to help their masters to win back markets “from the foreigner”:
they will accept the leadership of the Communist Party and
join hands with the Indian workers to overthrow capitalism.

The Growing Economie Crisis in
the United States.

By Harry Gannes (New York).

The stock market crash of the past month dramatised a
long continued decline in production. President Hoover, reali-
sing the seriousness of the depression in the basic industries,
which the capitalist press at first strove to hide, began to mobi-
lise the leading imperialists in the country to attempt to quell
unemployment and complete shut-down in some important in-
dustries.

Steel production sagged considerably. Last May average
plant output in all the steel corporations was about % per
cent. of capacity. During the past six months there has been
a steady drop. In Pittsburgh, the centre of the steel trust, pro-
duction is down to 60 per cent, Finished steel plate production
is down to 39 per cent. Unemployment in the steel industry is
severe, and is steadily growing. Statements made by leading
capitalists in ths most important basic industry show that
here is an expectation that production will decline still further.

The automobile industry is undergoing a crisis. Production
in all plants is off 40 per cent. Unemployment is more wide-
spread in the automobile industry than in any other section
of production. The Ford Company has laid off over 40,000
workers. In Detroit every plant has fired thousands of auto-
mobile workers. Unemployment is so acute in Detroit that a
mass unemployment council has been organised by the Com-
munist Party, Young Communist League and the Trade Union
Unity League. This unemployment council is meeting with
enthusiastic response on the part of thousands unemployed
workers.

The Gencral Electric Company of Buffalo laid off 2,000
workers; Radio plants in New Jersey and Chicago have shat
down; others are cutting down on the number of workers
empioyed.



1462

International Press Correspondence

N

Building construction, which for years greatly accounted
for the sc-called prosperity, is suffering from severe depression.
There has heen a O per cent. drop in all construction work.
“The Journal of Commerce”, the leading expression of capi-
talisi industry in the United Stales says: “Anierican cities are
overbuilt,. We do not want more, but less buildings...” Wage-
cutting campaigns are planned by the building bosses.

On November 19, President Hoover issued a call to all
the leading capitalists in the country to come to Washington
{ior the purpose of speeding up production in every field in
arder to overcome the present crisis.

Ford, Lamont, Du Pont, Rosenwald, Barnes and a host of
leading imperialists were called to the conference. President
Hoaver adjourned a cabinet meeting in order to give his crisis
conference precedence. There was severe disagreement between
the assembled capitalists. The majority of them demanded im-
mediate wage-cutting campaigns. Ford issued a statenient say-
ing he favoured present wages. while at the same time he
closed down several of his plants and fired thousands of his
workers. The entire purpose of the conference was {0 initiate
drastic attacks on the standard of living of the workers.

Atier the leading imperialists had met with Hoover. a dele-
gation of presidents and ofiicers of the American Federation ot
Labour were called into conference with the President oi the
United States. Foremost in this delegation were William F.
Green, presidant ot the American Federation of Labour; Mathew
Woll, vice-president, and Frank Morrison, secretary. After the
Coniereitce with these misleaders oi labour, Hoover handed the
press a statement saying that the American Federation ol
Labour ofiicialzs had agreed “not to initiate any movement for
the increase of wages”. Green & Co. agreed to help the orga-
nised capitalists. most of whom represented blackleg organi-
sations, to stop all strikes and help the imperialist movemen:
to revive industry so that the capitalist's profits would not
be intericred with - - at the expense of a slashing attack on the
working class.

ot satishied with the temporary conferences. [resident
Hoover authorised Barnes and Butierworth, heads ol the United
States Chamber ol Commmerce. to call together 200 of the
leading capitalisis in the country for a permanent body to act
in the place ol the capitalist “demnocratic” state in an attenpt
to revive industry. The letter issued by the Chamber of Com-
merce, calling upon the capitalists to join this coulerence said:

*“The conlerence will be opened by President loover
and is the outgrowth of the conviction on his part that
American business is so organised as to be fully capable
of mobilising its forces in co-operation with the govern-
ment.”

In reality. the conlerence of 200 capitalists is to take over
imporfant govermment functions, It will be ol an outright
fascist nature and will direct the attacks on the entire working
class. it will deal with nroduction and unemployment, and will
stress vast exploitation of the world markets in added com-
petition with other imperialist powers. Hoover finds the usual
apparatus ol “capifalist” democracy too slow to meet the
growing severity of the crisis.

In this growing uttack on the entire working-class, the
Communist Party of the United States, the Young Communist
League and the Trade Union Unity league are the only organi-
sations fighting against the capitalist onslaughts. The A, F.
of L. has transicrimed itself completely into the labour strike-
breaking agents” of United States imperialism. The Lovesione
counter-revolutionary renegades go even further to the right
than the imperialist conferences in their “analysis™ of the pre-
sent crisis. “The panic in Wall Street”. says Lovestone., *“did
not come as a result of the decline of American capitalist
cconomy . The entire capitalist press freely announces that the
nreseni crisis is the result of overproduction and a distinct
aeciine in capitalist economy.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Southern Textile Battle front
in the United States.
By Alex G. Richman.

The struggle of the Southern textile workers continues w
decent working and living conditions, and for a miiux
union through which alone they can realise such condimse
In Gastonia and Marion, North Carolina, the battle go. -
the courts and in the factories. Throughout the coumry
workers, addressed by Gastonia ex-defendents and those o
victed. now out on bail are being mobilised by the Leir W
National Textile Workers Union, the International Lub.
Deience, the W. I. R. and the C. P., to prevent a Sout-
prison from entombing the convicted seven.

In Gastonia a farce is going on in the form of a -
“investigation” of the murder on Sept. 14 of Ella May Wiggix
Union and 1. L. D. organiser. The prosecution of 14 n
thugs for her murder is conducted by Solicitor Carpesie
The defence of these murderers is headed by Major Bt
winkle, chief Manville-Jenckes lawyer, and assistant to (-
penter in the Gastonia trial.

The purpose of this investigation is to save the “hon .
of the State, by going through the forms of a trial, which «:
either whitewash the accused mobsters, or at mast pid
scapegoat for light punishment,

The millowners have reached some of the former i
lawyers. Tom Jimison, local lawyer who participated it t
defence of the 7 convicied. has seized $ 15,000 of the t:
money, practically disappeired from Charlotte, the trial ¢
and ssued a statement depioring the fact that the Union o7
nisers exposed Carpenter and Bulwinkle as leaders oi »
lynch mobs. He is attacking the 1. L. D.s activities duri |
the recent trial, charging they hindered the defence. ::
threatening to get a restraining court order if they -contir:

To turn to the situation in Marion, where 6 striker «
the Right wing United Textile Workers of the A. F. ¢ L
were murdered and 20 wounded by the sheriff and
deputized mill thugs. The owner of the Marion mills, S
Baldwin cynically praised his gunmen for the murders: “Dam
gooa markmanship, | sayv. There were 3 tons of lead usad 1=
every enemy soldier killed in the world war, whiie Wednesi:
morning only 5 pounds of lead were shot and 5 were kil¢
and 20 wounded. li | ever organize an army I'll give tinx
Jdesutica a job. Theyv are damn good shots.”” This humaniiar:
conuinentary was made to newspaper reporters, not one ¢
whom quoted it.

Aiter the courts had whitewashed the murderers. i+
sheriti and his deputies continued their good work. b ¢
evicting the Dblacklisted strikers' families, while the State m:il::
sent in by the millowning governor, Gardner, stood by wi~
tixed bayoneis to aid. Many of those evicted are wido
and mothers of slain strikers. To date 30 families have ix:r
forced out of their mill-owned houses, 3 forcibly evicted. ir.
24 more being evicted Now that the dirty work is well
its way the governor has recalled the militia.

.\ further step was taken against the strikers when
pastor of the baptist church, an employee of the Marix
mill. excommunicated 100 strikers. tfo force them to give u:
their union or leave the church. Since religion still has gui~
a hold on these backward workers, this is a powerful wespo-
in the hands of the bosses.

How the American Federation of Labour union and -
tlites, the Sosialist followers ol Muste, aid in spreading 1+
religious dope may be seen from the funeral ceremon)
the murdered strikers. The 1500 workers gathered at the grave
listened to 5 preachers. cne of them the Rev. A. J. Muste
He praised Governor Gardner and called upon the ,State
“wipe out this stain upon ifs honour”. A banker, who own:
half the country and who had settled the first strike, for the
A. F.of L. also prayed for the dead — and for the A. F. of L.
tnon,
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From the beginning the A. F. ol L. and Socialists have
1sed religion on the workers to kill their miluancy. When the
drike began Hoffman, Musteite and United Textile Workers
»rganiser, urged the strikers to picket with Bibles instead of
>ullets. The mill thugs chose bullets.

President Green of the A. F. of L. has called 103 presi-
fents of his unions fo a conference in Washington on No-
‘ember 14 to “organise” the South, because, as the call states.
mrest there has “distracted the attention of the nation”. This
s an answer to “those extremiists among the employers in
he South who classify the A. F. of L. as Communist and
iestructionist”. He will show them — by an organised cam-
raign against the Communists in the South, and by systema-
ized betrayals of those Southern workers who show a desire
or militant struggle.

The Left wing National Textile Workers Union, is con-
inuing its organisation of the Southern textile workers, by
eading 200 workers on strike in the Leaksville Woollen Mills,
in Charlotte, and picketing. despite shooting by the mill thugs.
Leallets are being distributed and collections made at other
mill gates. The new offensive against the Marion workers
is in part- attributable to the activity of the N, T. W. U. in
the Leaksville strike.

THE WHITE TERROR

The Murder of Comrade Anka
Grzetitceh.
By Vera (Zagreb).

Aimnong the many vile murders of Communists and national
revolutionary fighters committed by the bloody military fascist
dictatorship in Yugoslavia, the murder of the textile worker
Anka Grzetitch is one of the most horrible.

In addition to “shocting while attempting to escape” and
“suicide by springing from a window”, the bloodthirsty hang-
men of General Zivkovitch have made a regular system of a
new method: the fact of the arrest of a person is denied by
the authorities; the victim is murdered; all papers which could
tead to his or her identitication are taken away. and the
mutilated corpse is leit at some place or other or thrown into
the river. It was in this way that Comrade Grzetitch was
murdered. after the failure ol the previously arranged “suicide”.

Comrade Grzetitch was among the numerous persons
arrested on the occasion ol International Red Day. The pohice
accused her, among others, of maintaining the connection with
Samobor, near Zagreb (wher¢ the functionaries of the Youny
Communist League, Janko Michitch and the brothers Oreski
were murdered by the government blcodhounds) and of having
journeyed there, as well as to Ossiek, on behali of the Com-
munist Party,

When the sadists of the Zagreb police did not succeed in
extracting from her the desired coniession which could serve
the military-fascist regime lor its further crimes, she was sub-
jected to the most cruel tortures. But all this proved vain
against the revolutionary steadiastness of our comrade and her
fidelity to the workiny “class. Although greatly enfechled phy-
sically by reason of the fact that. as a [emale member of a
large working class family, she had to bear the double buriden
of worker in the factory and as wife and mother in the home,
she withstood the bestial tortures.

The fascist blood-hounds saw their hopes of getting on
the track of fresh victims uniuliiled, and now proceeded to
carry out that law which. though not contained in any written
tnactment or code, is in force throughout Yugoslavia: death
1o anybody who does not unconditionally recognise the blood-
Stained dictatorship. The comrade was flung Ifrom the second
floor of the Zagreb police prison: She fell however upon a
heap of sawdust and thus escaped death although sustaining
evere internal injuries. Thus the authorities did not succeed
n getting rid of this “communist criminal” by means ol

swcide”. A fresh plan was hit upon. The police suddenly
considered it mecessary to have the severely injured comrade
onveyed to Ossijek, for the alleced purpose of beinu identiiied
DY Witnesses. On’ the way the Police officers accompanying her
:ﬂung_ her under the wheels of the train, which cut her body
» 10 pieces, ’
t
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In the well-knowa deciaraiion or the state press agency
“Avala”, which was imended partly to deny and partiv 1o
excuse the cruel deeds of the Yugoslivian hangmen. but which
in actual fact is an ummistakable confession and a  seli-
accusation, the case of Comrade Grzetitch was nentioned, It
is true the declaration did not say that she had been thrown
under the wheels ol the train, but that she had “ted”™ and
»disappeared without leaviny a trace”. But in order turther
to wipe out the traces of thiz appalling crime. the hirelings
emploved in the press agency have twisted the surname ol the
murdered comrade and altered her christian nama inty that
of a man, and referred to her as *thie escaped Anka Groretitch”
instead of the murdered Anka Grzetitch.

The working class of Yugoslavia loses in Comrade Anka
Grzetitch one ol its most faithful fellow Hhghters, who has
proved by her death her filelity to ihe cause of the proletariat
and of the international proletarian revoluici.

The Persecution of the C. P. of
New=Z.caland.

In New Zeaiind there is raging a wave ol suppreziion
ol &Il forms of working class aclivity, Strikes are illegal. tree
speech 1s not permitted, working class literature iz banned,
the workers’ figchting organisations are suppressed and the mi-
litant leaders arrested.

The present laws and regulations which govern the pro-
hibition ot free speech, the banning of literature, and the per-
secution of the militants, were introduced during the Great
War, Not only were these not repealed. but the powers of tiw
authorities uuder them have been increased and the regulu-
tians more rigidly eninrced. With the growth in the militancy
of the working cluss they realise that they are now faced with
a greater menace than during the war, and consequently we
witness the cynical casting aside of the mask, of “democracy”
and the revelation of capitalist dictatorship in all its nakeduess,

Recently, the police raided the Headguarters of the Com-
munist Party in Wellington. Books and literature of every des-
cription was taken away to be “examined”, Not content with
tins titey strippea the offices of the hope that by so doinyg
they could disorganise the Party and prevent it carrving on
the work.

Following the raid summonses were issued to s2ven mom-
bers ol the Communist Party, under the War Regulations \ct.
for possession of “illezal literature™. This “illecal™ literature
circulates freely in Britain and America. It is ciear that any
kind of literature which has the laintest trace of workine clas<s
sympathies is not permitted in New Zealand,

Persons lound selling prohibited liberature have beei de-
ported.

In addition to these repressive measures ol the capitnlisi
State, there 1s in existence a fascist organisation called the Wel-
iare League. F'his is led by the Chiel Justice and Deputv Go-
vernor, Sir. C. Skirrett. Thiz organisation is pledved to ruthless
struggle against the Communist Party, and thev are actively
preparing loi an atfack.

The authorities will not allow the Communist Partv 1o
mire halls lor meetings while the Alliance of Labour refuses
io grant the Trade Union Hall tor meetings, In this strucgle
ihe Labour Party has ranged itsell openly on the side of the
capitalist Srate. Its ofliicial organ has attempted to justity the
arrest and imprisonment ol Communists and declares its whole-
hearted agreement with the ban on all militant and Commu-
nizt literatire.

A Labour Defence organisation has been formed aml i<
alreadyv active in rallvine the workers in defence of the Cliss
War Prisoners. The ready support given to this organisation
is prool of the keen resentment of the workers at the repression
of the capifalists and at the attack upon the Communist Party.

The Communist Party ol New Zealand is not passiveh
accepting this omslaught, but is busily rallying its forces for
ihe defence of the prisoners. and is leading the ficht avains:
the open capitaliat dictatorship in New Zealand.
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Again the Electrie Chair!

Sound The Alarm — Accorsi Must Not Die!
By J. Louis Engdahl

Salvatore Accorsi was arrested in September, framed
up on the charge of killing Trooper John Downey who
died in the attempt of the Pennsylvania State police to crush
under their guns, their clubs and their horses’ hoofs the pro-
test demonstration of the Cheswick, Pennsylvania, coal miners
against the judicial lynching of Sacco and Vanzetti in August
1927. There is no doubt that the police thug, Downey, known
among the miners for his extreme brutality. died in the at-
tack on the coal miners.

Salvatore Accorsi is a ooal miner. At the time of the
August 1927 demonstration, he was four miles away at his
home. Everyone, including the State Police themselves, testified
at the inquest into the death of Downey that they did not
know who did the killing. The state policeman, Winnfred M.
Brown, was especially emphatic in voicing his ignorance. No
attempt was made to arrest Accorsi during the seven months
that he continued to live in the Cheswick mine fields. Un-
employment in the “sick” coal industry lorced him to leave the
district and find a job at Staten Island, New York, where he
moved with his family and continued to live lor 18 months
more before he was arrested and charged with Downey’'s death.

At the very moment that ‘Accorsi was being arrested and
brought to the Pittsburgh prison, the coal and iron police, the
private army of the Mellon and allied interests., at the Im-
perial Barracks of the Pittsburgh Coal Company, wantonly
beat to death the coal miner, John Barcoski. The policemen
accused of the murder, Walter J. Lyster, Harold Waggs and
Frank Slapikas, arc freed by a handpicked jury.

The International Labour Defence is organising the fight to
save Accorsi from the electric chair.

Accorsi must not die! The decision is in the hands of the
working class.

-REVOLUTIONARY COMPETITION IN THE
SOVIET UNION

The onrkers" Shock Troops of the
Soviet Union.
By D. Saslavsky.

“Shock-Troops”, this world is derived from the war, and
it contains a war cry. The shock-troops are the hopeful ex-
perienced vanguard. the incorporation of revolutionary devo-
tion, of bravery, of elan, of readiness for self-sacrifice. of ca-
pability to arouse the masses to follow.

There have been cases in history in which the classes
hostile to the proletariat have formed shock-troops to increase
the fighting capacity of their armies. But their “zone of in-
fluence”, has been bound in the nature of things to be extremely
limited. The essential class antagonisms have excluded the possi-
bility of a profound and lasting influence of the shock-troops
over the masses. Therefore, these shock-troops have been stig-
matised by history as the servants of capital.

The workers’ shock-troops in the Soviet Union, under the
dictatorship of the proletariat. are something very difierent.
Work in the Soviet Union is the class front against inter-
national capital. The success of the Soviet construction is the
victory over world capital. In this sense the peaceful work in
the Soviet Union is at the same time revolutionary war. This
is the reason of the military terminology. The term “shock-
troops” has been taken over by the working class of the Soviet
Union from the terminology of war. but has been purged of
all bourgeois patriotism and imperialistic militarism, In the
gigantic land of the Soviets the armies of the working class
are lighting lor the building up of the socialist state of societv.
Fheie weapon is the increased productivity of labour. On this

front. on which the imperative conumands of the officers are

replaced by the slogans of socialist competition, the shock-iru:.
of the workers are the expression of the voluntary urge
work, of the developed consciousness of proletarian duy.
unselfish love for socialism. This is the production-vmguar-.“

the working class. To take a simile from the old bourgeot: !
tionary, we may sav: These are the knights of socalis: 4

* o *

Strangely enough, the factory in which these new hni~
assemble resembles a knights’ castle even extermally. The rx
entrance is ornamented with pointed towers, the grea: g~
might decorate a Gothic cathedral of ancient Germany. -~ -
Russian capitalist had a strange taste in architecture; they «:
fond of the old styles of foreign countries. They built fact-:
which looked like fortresses, with towers and sentry ho

" This was perhaps not so much the aesthetics of capital 2

policy. The factory resembled a fortress, since in real:
was a prison for the workers.

Here, however, the antique Gothic facade is the only ves.
left of the capitalists. Here a well-known rubber factory -
at one time. On this site there now stands the new bui:.
of the Electric Factory, the young undertaking which is =
of the favourite children of proletarian Moscow. The fax
has only existed for four years, but it grows umnceasingly. .
is itself an unsurpassed example of the growth of the wr !
soviet industry. The Electric Factory has no capitalist heriz: |
it is not infected with the infirmities and diseases of the : |
It is a soviet factory through and through, and its maladie l
it has these) are the unvoidable infantile complainrts of a he:
and robust child. In this factory 7000 workers are now w:- |
ing. and fresh troops of the working class are streaming .. |
it daily, chiefly young people. New departments and works -
are being opened, nad when we go through the broad .:
passages, it still smells everywhere of mortar and fresh x- .
Last year about 7 millions were invested in this undertsi. :
in the current economic year over 10 millions. Within -
vear the production of the factory has been doubled. It -
however, be emphasised that this 100 per cent. grow: -
been attained with an increase in the number of worke: -,
27.7%. This means a heightened productivity of labou- *f'

technical development of the factory.

It must be added that among the workers of the fac> |
there are over 1000 members of the C. P. S. U. and - |
700 members of the Young Communist League. The soci
of the factory is comparatively highly developed. A grour
Electric Factorv workers recently controlled the work of "
People’s Commissary for Finance. It might be thought that
‘hicket of valuta and budget calculations would be impenetr23
for plain working men and women. But the workers of
Electric Factory accomplished their task very well. Proletz-
honesty and class-consciousness helped them to discover :
to expose some of the great bureaucrats of the People’s (.
missary. The whole soviet press is greatly intrested it
results of direct control over the leading institutions by
workers. The work of the shock-troops in the works and
fories is also worthy of specal attention. :

* ., *

The “knights” gathered together in the great diming r
of the factory. This hall is not inferior to the best restaur:
of any European capital as far as light and air are concers
It radiates cleanliness. Everything is simple and comfort:!
There are large tables for 40—50 persons, but those who pr:
to be alone can have small tables. The counter is resolen
with metal, everything is mechanised which can be mechan:

- About 300 workers attend the conference of the shock-tror:
They sit at the tables, lunching and drinking tea. The confere
looks like a friendly meeting — this makes the speeches sim
and unforced. Those assembled are the active elements of !
factory. communist and non-Party. All the workers in -
Soviet Union must and will soon become like these.

How do they look? Almost all of them have a very
appearance, at least they are decenily dressed. Shabby
torn sleeves, dirty hands are scarcely fo be seen any
The women workers are especially well and carefully d
though simplv. Technicians and engineers camnot always
distinguished from the workers at such a meeting. Almost
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of them speak well, in a free and almost literary language,
without seeking for words. Most of them are about middle age;
old people are scarcely to be seen, and very few young ones.
The reason for this is that the young workers of the factory
have called their own conference of shock-troops for the day
after tomorrow. Among the young people in general there is
a tendency towards independence and separation. The leader
of the young workers and the most energetic young men also
attend this adult conference.

* o .

The shock-troops call their leaders *‘the General Staff”. This
term_ tco, is derived from military terminology. These belli-
gerent words demand enthusiasm, energy, the ‘endeavour to
accomplish the work in the shortest possible time. The leader
of this working staff, Comrade Nikitin, has a dry and energetic
face, a quiet and convinced manner of speaking. He is the pre-
sident ot the production conferences in the factory. (According
to the latest directions of the Party hundreds of such worker
presidents of the production conferences are appointed Red
Directors.) Comrade Nikitin knows the whole lactory tho-
roughly; he himself has gone through every stage of work
in it. His first assistant is Comrade Martinov, a sturdy worker
of energetic appearance, obviously a general favourite. His
name is exiremely popular in the factory.

The report of the “Staff” outlines the history of the for-
mation and development of the shock-troops of the Electric Fac-
tory. The troops under the youthful Comrade Lukack have
volontarily undertaken to increase the productivity of labour,
to improve the quality of the products, to put a stop to
slacking, and to promote every form of the culture of labour.
This involves the careful treatment of tools, saving of material.
constant care for the rationalisation and technical perfecting of
the work. All this is done in the name of socialism, for the
most rapid realisation of the live-year plan, for the participation
of the working masses in the socialist competition. All egoistic
motives must be left outside the factory. The member of a shock
brigade is a knight of labour in the best sense of this word.

Not all the workers were in sympathy with the first shock
brigade. Some mistrusted it. and regarded it as a new artifice
on the part of the Bolshevists. Do they not threaten wages,
do they not require much miore intense work, do they not
“demand greater efiorts from the workers”, do they not put
a stop to “free” dawdling? The egoists and saboteurs (there
were still some of these here and there) were anxious. But these
elements did not take the lead in the factory, they did not even
venture to protest openly. The Electric Factory is no back-
ward undertaking, still employing old cadres of workers from
the villages. accustomed to work lazily under the capitalist
employer, and for whom wages are the most important point,
and everything else secondary. The Electric Factory is an
undertaking which has been built up on the sound foundations
of the Soviet order.

~ Over 70 shock brigades have sprung into being in the
lactory within a very short time. Their members are young and
old workers alike. men and women. Class-conscious workers
who are enthusiastic for socialist reconstruction, who grasp
the fact that the new soviet factory needs new workers. The
brigades have not proved a mere flash in the pan called forth
by a slogan thrown among the masses by the Party. Not one
of the brigades organised has dissolved; the number of their
members increased steadily, and the brigades have already
laid down the path to new forms for their work. This path
is already being trod by whole workshops. The whole of the
workers, in a workshop not wishing to lag behind the mem-
bers of shock-troops. undertake to promote the socialist compe-
tition in every direction. The new worker is springing into
being before our very eves. We give one example out of
many, The shock-troops of the house-painter Comrade Viktorov.
He has not contented himself with increasing the productivity
of his own labour and that of his group, but has controlled all
the other workers and the other brigades of the house-painters.
This aroused dissatisfaction among some of the backward
workers: why does he want to stick his nose into our business!
Bqt the Viktorov brigade exposed the machinations of the Kotov
bflkgde. This had made false calculations. worsening both the
quality and the quaniity of the work.Kotev acted as mauy
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workers still do wno are more concerned with their own pockets
than with the common interests of socialist production. The
newspaper printed by the Electric Factory itself drew the
attention of all the workers to this conflict between the shock
brigade and Kotov’s brigade, and the new socialist labour
morality was victorious over the old morality born of capi-
talist conditions.

What are the results of the activities of the shock-troops?
The figures speak for themselves. The production programume
of the factory, enlarged by 30 per cent. in the course of the
vear, has been exceeded by 4 per cent. The costs of production
have sunk considerably. At the same time, thanks to rationali-
sation, the wages of the workers have been raised. The wor-
kers of the shock brigades have also raised the general cul-
tural level of the factory, and have taken the lead in every
social enterprise. Thev have shown special efficency in the
organisation of technical continuation schooling.

But if you think that the workers of the shock brigades.
nieeting over a cup of tea, merely praise one another mutually.
boast of their successes. and retail the results gained, you are
much mistaken. At this meeting they criticised one another with
the utmost severity, especially their General Stafi, the leaders
of the shock brigades. The young communists took an especially
energetic stand. These pointed out that the broad masses of the
workers do not yet participate sufficiently, that there are still
many Party members holding aloof from the work of the shock
troops. that the speed of this work must be increased. The
technical and engineering staff especially take little part It is
not that the intelligenzia has litile sympathy with the activities
of the shock brigades, but in many cases the specialists have
not hbeen suitably approached; more attention must be devoted
to them.

The young workers complain that they are accorded too
little attention, and that their work is passed over. The adult
workers reproach the young communists with working spas-
modically, with letting themselves be carried away and then
soon tiring. The initiative in the factory has proceeded from
the young communists, but the leadership has passed entirely
into the hands of the older generation. Besides this, the youny
people are inclined to separate themselves, and wamt to do
“everything themselves...”

Many of the complaints and objections were justified. But
this very dissatisfaction shows that the workers of the shock
brigades are not resting on their laurels; that they are not
content with what they have attained — for they are shock
troops of the Bolshevists, And in this sense they reflect the
general frend of feeling in the leading stratum of the workiny
class of the Soviet Union. The incredibly great successes, which
strike the world surrounding the Soviet Union dumb with
amazement, appear insufficient in the eyes of the working class
of the Soviet Union itself. They want to do better, more quicklv.
and more! The Five Year Plan must be carried out in four
years, in 3'/; years! It was with this demand that the chairman.
Comrade Nikitin, closed the conference of the shock troops in
the Electric Factory, thereby linking up the fighting shock bri-
gade work with the problem of the Five-Year Plan. For indeed
the realisation of the Five-Year Plan is the shock troop work
ol the Soviet proletariat in the world revolution.

November Holidays in lvan;), the
Russian Textile Centre.

By Anise.

It was pale dawn when our train pulled into lvanovo. a
night’s ride from Moscow. The first snow of the carly northern
winter layv on the wide plains. a clear background against
which were etched sharply occasional groves of black pines.
Then suddenly, the town, dull and grey in November morning:
with buildings thickening as we neared the station.

Across this grayness struck the swift loud blare of a band.
Into our windows flared the terrific blaze of four movie “spot-
lights” focussed directly upon us. Already. it seemed, the No-
vember celebrations were beginning. We climb down the step~.
blinking; and stumble into the friendly darkness beyond where
workers of lvanovo, six deep, are massed to greet someoue.
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Whom, we wonder, have these crowds and this band and
motion pictures come to welcome? At last we discover ihem;
and the motion picture operater. discovering them also, turns
his lamps ahead on a group descending from a “hard seats”
car. Uzbeks from Central Asia are coming down the steps.
Iu smali velvet skoll-caps or great fur-edged head-gear, in long
khalats, striped blue, red, green. yellow. From anciemt Samar-
kind and from the sunny cotton fields of “empearled Fergana.
six days and nights they have journeyed to these snmowy plains
oi north Russia where they shiver and grin at the welcoming
textile workers. Among them are two women.

They have come to sign a treaty between Uzbek cotion-
growers and Russian textile-workers. a treaty of socialist ri-
valry. They have been elected for this purpose al mass-mee-
tings of poor peasants and farm labourers all over Uzbzkistan.
lhkey are pronusing the textile-workers to increase the area
sown fo cotton and the productivity per acre. so that Russia’s
inills may soon cease to depend on foreign imports, The textile
workers, in their turn. promise to send tractor columuns nd
brigades of skilled wearkers 10 show the use of modern ma-
ciinery to the Uzbeks; and to raise their own prodcution and
cat ensts of textile goods at the mill.

FTor three davs we went about with the Uzbeks. we three
vomen from America, two of us professors from a great uni-
versity and 1, a reporter. We from the modern industrial West
and they trom the ancient patriarchal East, -— we saw jvanovo
celebrations together.

Nor were we the only foreign guests in Ivanovo. Thirty
or lorty students and workers of various nationalities also
came over to see lvanovo and bring greetings to her factory
sssemblies.  English, French, Mexican, Chinese. — in all
tanguages were speesches. Delegations of peasants also caine.
- irom nearby wvillages which have also their special treaties
ot socialist rivalry with special tactories in Ivanovo, -— pro-
mising to increase wheat and hve-stock.

All the world seemed bringing greetings to lvanovo. This
was the first <ignificant thing 1 noticed. marking this “Red
Manchester” off from all the other Manchesters ol the world.
The textile towns of the earth are hidden away in dark corners.
like something the world is ashamed of.... And rightly..
Nobody visits themt from outside. except some merchant inspec-
fing goods or some strike agitator, driven off perhaps before
he arrives. What contact have workers in textile towns with
the life of the world? But the workers of Ivanovo heard wree-
tngs from three continents.

We breakiasted in the dining-room of the Nar-Piet, with
tis tactory-Kitchen which prepares daily 17.000 dinners, sending
more than hali of them out to lactory dining-halls. s manager
i~ a former weaver: | hear a waitress, perhaps a former fellow-
worker, call her the familiar *thee”... We pass through the
streets, overwhelmed by the number of new buildings. Over-
whelmed also, be it admitted. by the inud, which is wide and
deep. All the citizens apologise for it.... “But you see. we
have just put in a city water-works., and are putting in a
sewage system and the mains for light and telephone. We
cannot put down good surfaces on the streets till the under-
cround is finished” ... So the mud must be endured another
winter.

Here is a new Co-operative Department Store, with shining
plate-glass windows three stories in the air; and a new Tele-
phone Building and a new State Bank branch. A really splendid
new secondary school building attracts our gaze, and we
then whirl by the great white buildings of the Chemical Depart-
ment of the Workers University, — so new that they are not
vet open. A new four-story hotel is going up; we later learn
& mild scandal about it. The workers on this hotel had no
“socialist rivalry” among their vangs, and absences irom work
doubled during the summer. They will get panned lor it bv
‘he other building workers in a Dbig placard in tomorrow's
parade.

Still more workers’ apartiment houses_ sonie alreadv in-
Labited, others just fimished, others barelv bewun. For 170 Ia-
milies, for 240 families, for 400 lamilies. The American woman
riofessor looks disturbed: “Why do vou crowd so manv to-
cther” she says. And she points with more approval to the
Pirst Workers Seftlement, with detached villas, each for siv
tonties, These suit her better.

The First Workers Seidement is mdeed worihy of rzps
Several hundred large houses, painted white and biown an
yellow, set in a great field of green. Four or six aparmes-
i each house, - wide lawns between the houses. wide srees
b:tween the lawns, — the result is charming. But the pracn.
Ivancvo workers shake their heads: “These cost us more -
the big brick apartments.”

The [PPeoples House much impresses us, a migr:
vuilding with columns crnamenting its sides. The firs: of -~
Workers Clubs, it is still the largest, though now tikere »-
nine club buildings among textile workers alone in the r.:
of Ivanovo, and 200 in her whole textile district among ¥ »
icxtile workers. .

Ivanovo builds in a ferrific hurry. Every lew monn-
scems, she puts up a new factory. out in an open fieid a
miles from the city, surrounds it with workers’ houses =
‘hen the city moves out and takes it all in.

It was fitting Tat the centre of Ivanovo's holidays «
be the opening of a giant factory. — the Melange homb -
which when wnally finished in all its departments will x =
vigeest ol iis ki in the world. But that will not be for arv
four years; today there are not enough skilled worker
iussta to man it. It is hall built now, and will slowly «
Jdepartiments and a second and third shift, training wor-—
and two years from now the other hali will be starred @
the sante. 11 as already a mighty structure; the whole. w~
fimisited with woriers club and dwellings and machiner
place, will cost 30 million roubles.

Some of the departments have been working already »
mwvaiting the holidays Others would open later. All the wr
icrmally, the great Melange Kombinat opened on Nowerx
7th, when under a blaze of cameras and movie-spotlighs .
irng red ribbon barrier was solemny broken. and the -:
chinery started. and the representatives of the Textile Trus -
the Textile Union, and the Uzbeks, and the peasants delecie
and the deiegates from every factory in lvanovo, and al ~
rest of us, individually and collectively. poured forward
armiuls of raw cotton into the jaws of a cotton-cleaning =
chine, Who knew 1o what lar end of the land vie weave st
would be carried? It was the common afiair of all of u: «:
common property, our common celebration.

Then we passed in crowds through the long spinris
rooms, and the rooms whose dozen operations I do not .-
by name. and at st to the great weaving-sheds. through wh
scores of sloping sky-lights the last dusk of evening came do:
on acres oi Northrup looms. all made in the Soviet Un.
The skilled workers at the machines explained them tfo us ¢
answered questions as we passed; they were the hosts o
occasion. The head of the Textile Trust and the factory .-
nager were lost somewhere in the crowd.

Wheie else in the world is' the opening of a factory nu.s
ihe centre of a city’'s holiday? Ilsewhere when workers hi-
holidays, their first wish is to forget the factory. Forget.
idleness and drink. if need be. Such is the dualism which
dern capitalism has brought to men’s lives, destroving I~
vital counection between accomplished work and celebraiio:
which more primitive civilisations knew. Today in Ivanovo i
building of socialism already builds the unity of the worken
life; his collective achievement in work is the centre of ™
collective celebration.

Another old dualism is also abolished, - - that betweu
worker and owner. In the headquarters of the Textile Workers
Union tue two delegations mel, 10 consider the last deiails
their “Treatv of Socialist Rivalry”. The Uzbeks asked pur-
irating questions 2bout textile production; shrewd fellows tnhe
farm hands, though only oiie could read and write. They pri
mised increase in cofton production. The textile workers mui
their promises also, of tractor help and workers brigades, 1.
which would Dbe solemnlv ratified by great mass meetings ¢
textile workers that evening, with a band playing the Inwe:-
national as each signed the treaty. But here in this conferen
tilere was no representative of management, and none of g™
verumen!, merely two groups of workers, from cotfon fie'd
and textile mills, discussing their joint problem of clothing i
nation. Discussing it, like owners,
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SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
SOVIET UNION

Socialist Transformation of
Agriculture.

Yourkin, Manager of world's largest wheat farm, tells of year’s
work.

By S. Rubens,

Two million bushels of wheat from a single farm (50.000
tons) is a world’s record. It was made by the famous Gigant,
near Rostov, a soviet wheat farm which is the largest in the
world. The amazing thing about this farm is not merely its
size, but the fact that it was established in a single year by
nersons who have only recently had anything to do with
tarming. lts manager, Yourkin, was until the revolution. neither
a4 peasant nor a farm specialist, but a metal worker.

Large scale farming has today become an industry, re-
quiring rather skilled engineers and administrators -than the
old type of farm specialists. The first “industrial farm” to be
established was the Campbell farm in the United States of
America. Until last year it was the largest farm in the world.
But today the Soviei Union has a dozen farms of about the size
of Campbell’s, while its Gigant, is more than three fimes
Campbell’s.

Located in the dry farming region east of Rostov, on
soil hitherto used for livestock. and much of il never ploughed
before, it is not expected that the Gigant's record per acre
will be as high as in some parts of the Soviet Union Last
summer a dry spell brought poor crops to the entire region
around the Gigani, and the yrain was only partially saved
by a rain which came just beiore harvest. The Gigani record
of 60 poods to the hectare, (14 bushels to the acre) is not as
large as .in other soviet farms where the weather was better.
but is twice as large as the peasant holdings produced in the
same district. Moreover the grain was produced at a cost ol
% kopeks a pood (75 cents a hnshel). a quite reasonable cost.
This was in spite of the tremendous expenses incidental to
etting started, with tractors commandeered from every direc-
tion and by no means the best for the purpose, and with a
labour force organised out of wntrained peasants taught on the
job to run machinery.

Yourkin, the manager, rose during the revolution from his
job as metal-worker to work in shop-committees and in factory
management. A few years ago, he was sent by party orders
'o investigate the management of the Huterok farm which was
unsatisfactory. Yourkin stayed at his job of “efficiency expert”

on the Huterok farm for a year, after which he was made.

manager. His ability on this farm caused him to be chosen
manager of the great Gigant in 1928 when it was organised.
From this point on let Yourkin tell his own story, as he re-
ports it to the workers of the Gigant, in an article written
tor their own newspaper published at their own typography
on the farm. ’
. “The organisation of the largest grain farm in the world
15 only a first small step in our building of socialisin. The
lirst proposal of its organisation was niade ai a meeting  of
larm workers at the Department of Agriculture in May. 1028,
In July an emergency committee was organised and 1 was
called‘from the Huterok farm, and told (o begin immediate
organisation of the Gigant. Our orders were to plough 00,000

he}:taies (150,000 acres) and sow [5600 of them with winter
wheat,

“In July we began the survey of the land. and simultane-
vusly opened courses for fractorists and workers on various
'arm machinery. At the end of July came our {irst batch of
ractors, — 192 of small size. We orvanised 15 machines to a
‘ractor column and sent them out. The extremely dry autumn
and the small size of the fractors made slow “work on the
hitherto unbroken prairie soil.

“Work speeded up with the arrival of a second batch of
rge fractors. in Sepiember. We worked two shilts, and
Plonghed 60090 hectares by the end of October. After this we
were able v oploagh 2000 kictires tor the peasants at the

nearby town of Yegeriikskaia, who were organised iu a col-
fective farm. We also ploughed 5000 hectares for Soviet Farm
No. 2. Thus, without any buildings whatever, without any
trained gangs or general experience, we ploughed 67.000 hec-
tares the first autumn, — the largest ploughing under a single
management ever done in the history of the world. The cost
of our work was 8 roubles a hectare.

“Winter proceeded in feverish preparations. We must work
out production and accounting methods for the work ahead.
The difliculties here were enormous, for there was no previous
large farm on which we could base our systems. We had 1o
think out everything but the beginning. 'We organised the
teaching of 800 farm labourers, opened special courses for
tractor brigades, and courses in field-work. We received and
sent out to the fields 330.000 poods (over 6,000 tons) of seed
in readiness for spring. This severely taxed our workers. for
the coldest winter Europe has known for a generation gave us
30 degrees of frost, with many storms and our men were
literally freezing in the fields. Only by heroic euthusiasii waz
it done.

“In spring we had a time limit of 10 days in which to
seed 48,500 hectares ploughed the year before. We must also
disk it once and harrow twice. We used 600 tractors. 250
four-meter seeders, 2000 toothed harrows and 350 diskers. All
this inventory we received in February and March in the open
air. Spring came late; in place of Maich, we could bevin only
by mid-April. This made the organisation of our labour force
very diificult. Several times we began to collect it an:d were
forced to stop by bad weather., At last we sent out 1o the
fields 14 tractor columns of 28 to 50 tractors each: 30110
workers took part in the sowing, which was finished in
9, days. .

“In the period after sowing, we ploughed 28500 hecrares
for ourselves and 1.200 for the local peasants, in readinzss for
lall sowing. Then came the harvest days. We must fake the
grain from 59,500 hectares. We began July 12, and finished in
the first days of August. There worked  in the fields 7.000 men,
with 400 tractors, 25 combines, 30 threshers and others ma-
chinery in proportion, We cut grain, threshed at once and
carted to grain elevators which loaded it at once on cars.”

“This was the first use of combines in any amount on
soviet soil. They justified themselves fully, gave cleaner grain
and caused less trouble than the reapers and threshers. Alter
the harvest we continued ploughing for winter wheat and then
for the spring sowing. We seeded 35430 hectares to winter
wheat and ploughed 64,000 hectares for spring seeding .. .”
Thus next vears sown area will almost double this year's
world record,

* *

*

Filteen months have passed since the day of the Gigant's
organisation. Its work was carried forward in the midst of a
storm of attacking rumors, “The traclors won't come: the seed
won’t come; they won’t plough it; they won't sow it.” And
at last “They can’t harvest it”. When at las{ the harvest was
in, the whispers changed to “the crop has cost them 8 1o
10 roubles a pood!” These were all lies inspired by the class
enemies in the rural districts, and spread about by the doubting
and weak elements. The actual cost of grain, produced under
all these difliculties, was 85—90 kopeks a pood., (75 cents a
bushel). In this it must be remembered that land values play
no part. since land is state-owned and thercfore free in {he
Soviet Union. The land speculations which have raised the cost
of farms in the United States of America will seriously handi-
cap that nation in competing with Russia in the world's vrain
markets, as soon as the experience of the sovict giant farms
becomes standardized.

. “The cause of our success” says Manager Yourkin “lies
in the correct policy of the Comumunist Party, and in its atten-
tive leadership. The workers, office sialf and snecialists, united
in their trade union. showed {he ability fo build this ureat
socialist husbandry. Labour discipline, ‘enthusiasm. and con-
sclousness of our aim, were constantly present. Socialist rival-
ries between groups played a basic part in our speed,

“We have still many tasks ahead. Firs( 1o sow more than
100.000 hectares the coming vear. Then to rafse the quality o
our work. improve the care of machines, the oiling and re-
pairing ol eack small trouble. Al of us, tractorists, hook-
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keepers, chauifeurs, brigade leaders, must learn, and learn and
learn, as Lenin said, in order to improve our organisation. And
during the next year we must strengthen our aid to the sur-
rounding peasants, helping them to organise collective farms
and giving them machine help and also expert knowledge”...
Such is the task of the large soviet farms, of which the Gigant
is only one, the largest.

While this rapid production went ahead on the Gigant,
other gangs of workers were busy preparing the coming model
town for the Gigant’s workers, Cottages infinitely better than
the typical Russian village offers, went up around central club
building and cinema. Electric light and a water system was
also rapidly installed, for the working staff of the Gigant when
they should return from their work in the tractor brigades.
Never again will the Gigant employ such a disproportionate
number of seasonal workers; better mechanisation is reducing
this number, and making possible a cadre of year-round farm
workers, many of whom say, in the words of a young farmhand
in the 10th brigade, writing in the farm newspaper: “I promise
never to leave the soviet farm in all my life, and to carry
out all orders for socialist building.”

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The First General Congress of the
Revolutionary Trade Union
Opposition in Germany and its

' Significance. ,

By Paul Merker (Berlin).

The First National Congress of the Revolutionary Trade-
Union Opposition in Germany, which met in Berlin on No-
vember 30th and . December 1st, was very well attended,
1122 delegates and workers of both sexes, all elected in works,
employment exchanges and trade unions, taking part in it
The agenda of the Congress consisted in its attitude in regard
to the experiences of the latest period of the struggle and to
the tasks of the revolutionary trade-union opposition, Besides
the plenary sessions there were the meetings of industrial
groups and conferences of the unemployed, of women, and of
young workers, which were likewise well attended.

The strong international interest evinced in the Congress
was confirmed by the numerous telegrams of greetings sent
by the different revolutionary trade-union organisations and
minorities, Besides these, hundres of letters and telegrams were
received from factory meetings and meetings of unemployed
and other groups of workers.

It was the aim of the Congress to organise the fight against
the Young Plan and against Social and National Fascism by
impressing the forms and methods of fight on the mind of
the masses in keeping with the resolutions of the Red Inter-
national of Labour Unions, and to adopt a critical attitude
towards the mistakes and shortcomings in the activity of the
revolutionary opposition, while at the same time elaborating
and generalising the experiences and lessons of the sirikes orga-
nised of late by the said Opposition.

Both Comrade Thélmann, the representative of the Central
Committee of the C. P. G., and Comrade Merker, reporter to
the Congress, concentrated their speeches on these problems
and ‘insistently showed the mecessity of developing new forms
of fighting by means of revolutionary work councils, revolu-
tionary shop stewards, strike committees, meetings of dele-
vates, and the more compact comprehension and better orga-
nisation of the revolutionary trade-union opposition. )

By their lively and interesting speeches, the speakers in
the discussion proved that the resolutions of the IV, R. I. L. U.
Congress are taking more and more root among the prole-
tarian masses and that the presumptions increase for the orga-
nisation and efiectuation of further strike actions for higher
wages and shorter working hours, as also for greal political
actions on the par: of the masses.

The course of the Congress showed great unanimity and
steadfastness ol purpose on the part of the delegates.” Both
the report and the speeches vervy vehemently attacked the Right

liquidationists and the opportunist vacillations in the ru.
of the revolutionary opposition, expressed most pronounced;
in the activity of some of the revolutionary factory coundi
The radical phrases- of sectarian group-leaders lke Seiab-
macher, Kaiser, and Weyer, also met with the most umanimo:
opposition. The submitted resolution, representing a directiv
for the work of the revolutionary trade-union opposition dura
the next six months, was unanimously passed. )

At all stages of the Congress, the closest connection betwze
the revolution trade-union opposition and the Commu:
World Party or the C. P. G. respectively, lound utteruc
Comrade Thilmann, representing the  C. C. of the C. P. L
was received with vociferous acclamations.” More than 0
the non-Party workers ?resem joined the Communist P:-
duril%g the Congress itself. o :

he composition of the Congress and the fact tha: -
working masses have themselves -raised all the. means for . |
realisation are, in addition to ‘the significant political res:
of the Congress itself, very strong assets in the fight agar: |
the Social Fascist trade-union bureaucracy. which even dusir,
the preparation for the Congress opposed the worker: &
started excluding the delegates from the umions.

Of the 1122 delegates, sent by 816 works and num:
employment-exchanges and trade-union orgamisations. o= .
prising an aggregate of more than t{wo million work:.
754 were members of the C.. P. G., 53 members of the Youx .
Communist League, 3 Social-Democrats, and more ¥
300 members of no party at all. 822 of the total number we -
organised workers, the number including 152 who had -
expelled from their unions. The delegates had been electsd !
936 factory, trade-union, and unemploymen( meetings, Amx. !
them were 221 metal workers, 174 building workers, 33 &
or municipal employees, 77 traffic workers. 36 railwan
104 chemical worﬁers, 41 printers, 50 textile workers, 43 1w
workers, 8 agricultural workers, 61 miners, and 24 clerk
employees. The others were leather workers, workers em:
in the foodstuff industries, and the like. There were 81 fx
workers and 58 juveniles among the delegates

The Congress was a very effective preparation for >
fight against the Young Plan, for the purpose of initating ™
action, and for the elections of factory councillors and k-
administrative functionaries, It is the first real trade-umion o
gress that has taken place in Germany lor decades, in tha '
was really elected according to proletarian principles and |
that its delegates were realfy workers. The delegates returne
to their factories and labour-exchanges with increased cours
to work and consciousness of their strength. Therefore, I‘
Congress will be the starting-point for a material broadenr.
of the Partfr and for a more stable, firm, and active movem
of the revo utionarg opposition in Germany, which will acqui
the monopoly of the proletarian leadership under the guidz-
of the Communist Party. '

Where is the Minority in the
Revolutionary Trade Unions of
' Franece Going ?
B;' Berlioz (Paris).

The Congress of the C.G.T.U. (the revolutionary tri.
unions of France), held in September last. represemted an ¥
ortant stage in the strengthening of our struggle againsi ever
orm of opposition in the trade union movement. Although 1~
comprehensive discussion of the urgent problems of to-day. su-
as the character of the capitalist stabilisation, the radicalisat”
of the masses, and the leading role of the Communist Par
unfortunately reached no further than the trade unmion cadres
that is, it was not brought before the broad masses — still
produced the important result of forcing the opposition
adopt a definite political attitude, and to emerge from ™
customary reserve, thereby giving the workers the opportun
of seeing through the counter-revolutionary standpoint invar ‘
ably concealed behind demagogic phrases.

_The voting on the annual report (943 irade unions W~
l‘?IQ votes for and 148 trade unions with 214 votes agsizst
did not however bring any absolute clarity, inasmuch as num¢

rous Centrists voted with the majority, giving lip acknow'ed
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'ment te the communist line in a declaration of submission

fraction discipline made by some of them, whilst others, in
ew of the ronfusion prevailing at the Congress on the inter-
retation  of the “leading role*, believed themselves able to
and for the communist line.

The struggle against the open or secret Ri%ht, and against
1e conciliators, accelerates the differentiation of the tendencies.
he minority has developed rapidly o the counter-revolutionary
andpoint. It has striven for the organisational unification of
5 - various adherents. Waverers have had to make up their
inds and take their places with the Right. In the present
eriod of increased oppression of the proletariat by capitalism,
! embittered persecution, rendering the struggle according ta
e new methods increasingly difficult, no other solution could
:ry well be possible. All those who were not unreservedly in
greement with the resolutons of the X. Plenum of the E.C.C. 1.,
il those who have shown themselves to be fearful and anxious
+ face of the direct threat of state of emergency against the
rench -labour movement, pass over to-day from “reservation”
» complete opposition.

A typical example of this is the leading body of the
eachers’ Union, which is affiliated to the C.G.T.U. At the
nion conference in August the (communist) committee avoided
n exhaustive political discussion, in order to conceal its
rofound disunity with the Party behind the vague sentimental
itchword of “affiliation of the Union to the C.G. T.U.“ At
1e C. G. T.U. Congress these comrades preserved silence. The
vely discussion before and after the Congress, however, induced
1em to formulate their views in a document demonstrating their
nequivocally Right standpoint. Above all, they deny the revo-
tionary upsurge of the proletariat. They constantly oppose
1e trade union interest to the interest of the Party. and reject
e leading role of the Party in the whole labour movement.
hey have even gone so far that Aubert has congratulated them
ecause they “are determined to shake off the tyranny of the
‘arty”.

Since the Congress of the C.G.T.U. the struggle against
ae opposition has greatly increased in acuteness. The minorities
ot only continue their base campaign of calumination against
e Party and its leaders, but they have shown by their deeds
hat they actually injure the immediate interests of the prole-
ariat. The leaders of the dock labourers union, affiliated {0 the
> G.T.U., showed for instance their complete incapacity to
ead to a successful finish the strike of the dock workers at
Nantes, lasting over two months. The leaders of the Paris
raffic workers, by their persistent application of anarcho-syn-
licalist methods, caused the street demonmstration of the motor

ous and tram conductors to fail owing to insufficient prepara-
tion,

. The various fractional groups forming the minority, whilst
disagreeing with one another on the great international pro-
blems, are all at one when meeting on the anti-communist basis.
Attempts are being made to establish organic unity among the
leaders of Monatte’s Syndicalist League, which is a really anti-
communist party. The minorities have formed a committee for
the “independence of syndicalism”, with membership cards and
‘subscriptions, and announce the publication of a weekly periodi-
cal, “Le Cri du Peuple”, which is to appear shortly, and {0 be
developed into a mass organ. Those elements which have been
expelled from the Party, as for instance the six municipal coun-
cillors excluded in Paris as traitors, have joined the minority.
All these enemies of communism firaternise with one an-
other, and demonstrate by numerous actions their determination
to achieve an open split. They refuse to co-operate with the
central bodies of the C.G. T. U. They have prevented the inter-
vention of the delegates of the C.G. T.U. at the conferences of
the Food Workers, the Dock Workers, and the Railwaymen of
the state -railways. They further refuse to submit to the will of
the general meetings. The leaders of the Gas Workers in Paris,
when in the minority. did not resign their offices. The secre-
taries of the Glas Workers’ Union, disavowed by the national
‘ommittee of their organisation, refused to call the extraordinary
fonference demanded by the committee in accordance with the
Statufes. In the Paris organisation of the traffic workers a
comrade was expelled from lhe committee because he was set
Up as candidate to the executive commission on the list of the
Matority and elected.
It need not be said that the reformists in the C. G. T.
welcome this disruptive manoeuvre under the pretext of the

struggle for the “independence ol syndicalism”, and express
quite openly their hope to “unite the workers under their llag".

The fight against the opposition, agaihst the counter-revo-
lutionists, must be carried on inexorably. Opportunism finds its
foothold in the uniavourable social composition of the C. G. T. U.
and of the Communist Party. Its influence extends to the “upper”
and intermediate strata of the working class. With the aid of the
most exploited classes, which we have not yet been able to
gather uround us, we shail defeat opportunism. We shall defeat
it by a discussion on the basis of the broadest trade union de-
mocragy, by winning over the masses in the works and faciories
for our fighting methods. Above all we shall defeat jt in the
economic struggle, with the aid of the programme of immediate
demands drawn up by the Congress; in struggles the leadership
of which we undertake and the economic character of which we
shall know how to intensify. The dictatorial measures of the oppo-
sitional bosses will not save them from isolation; from this
they will only be secure in the arms of Jouhaux, their right

place. }
IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Struggle against Opportunism

in the C. P. of Canada.
By Steward Smii th (Toronto).

The right wing factionalists -of the 6th convention of our
Party, who organised their caucus on the basis of the so-called
language blocks, demonstrated to our Party the close connec-
tion between opportunist policies and social-democratic lede-
ralism. The “whole” convention including the right wing fac-
tionalists agreed to the line of the C.l. and the resolution on
Party organisation, calling for the liquidation of federalism and
the building of a Bolshevik Party. No sooner was the conven-

- tion over, than the right wing factionalists, who had organised

their secret caucus at the convention to ‘save” the Party, com-
menced a campaign of slander against the Communist Inter-
national by declaring that the struggle at the 6th convention
for the policy of the Communist International had been a

- “*squabble for power and control of the Party”.

The comrades, who had carried on the struggle against the
“saviours” of the Party, had declared time and time again that
the real struggle against opportunist tendencies in the Party
would take place in the carrying out of the “formal resolutions™
and not in the voting for them. The plenum of the Central Exe-
cutive and subsequent developments have demonstrated the basic
truth of this assertion.

The organisational proposals of the minority of the Central
Executive were accepted by the plenum. Comrade Popovich
refused to stand for the Political Committee on the grounds of
his “health”. No Ukrainian comrade on the C. E.C. which was
elected by the “saviours” at the national convention, had sup-
ported the line of the C.I. The Majority at the convention had
“punished” comrade Halpern for his alignment with the C. I
against their faction by defeating his election to the E.C. Thus
neither a *Jewish” or a “Ukrainian” “representative’” was elec-
ted to the Political Committee of the Party. This was a serious
blow to the right wing factionalists, and above all a serious
blow to the federalist traditions of the Canadian Party. In con-
nection with the Finnish “representative” on the Polcom of the
Party, the plenum of the C.E.C. decided to *“disobey” the
decisions of the Finuish fraction convention. which some months
before had already picked out Comrade Tom Hill to be the
Finnish member on the Political Committee. While recognising
that Comrade Hill had difterentiated himsel at the convention
from the right wing factionalists. the minority of the C.E.C.
considered that it was necessary to replace Comrade Hill on
the Political Committee by some comrade, who could betier
succeed in breaking down the federalist relations between the
Polcom and the E. C. of the Finnish Organisation. In searching
for such a comrade the minority found Comrade Vaara, whose
record of struggle for reorganisation, and whose training in the
Party seemed to fit him for this post. The election of the pol-
com, therefore, represented a first application of the organisa-
tional resolution of the 6th convention, which was written by
the minority but “supported” by the “whole” convention. The
Party leadership elected was as follows: M. Bruce, T. Ewan.
J. MacDonald, B. Buhay, T. Buck. A. Graves, S. Smith and
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A. Vaara. The polcom waus composed ol a majority ol long-
standing leaders oi . the Canadian labour movement and the
Communist Party, with several new comrades. The Political
Committee elected by the plenum of C.E.C. represented the
first polcom in the history of the Canadian Party which was
not “appointed” by the *language section caucuses”.

In carrying through the policy laid down in the letter of
the Communist International, the Central -Committee had
~violated” the decisions of the Finnish fraction meeting. The
Executive Committee of the Finnish Organisation . refused to
accept this decision, and decided upon a policy of splitting the
Party. Not only did they violate the-erganisational decisions
of the Party, but they came out openly with a programme ol

struggle against the Communist Party and’ the Communist -

International. - .

The time has come for the- Finnish workers of. Canada to
discard the policy of passivity pursued by the Executive of the
Finnish Organisation. The Finnish workers of Canada will
uphold the revolutionary traditions of the Finnish proletariat.

Expulsion of Roy from the
Comintern.

In accordance with the resolution of the X. Plenum of the
E.C.C.1. (On the International Situation and the tasks of the
Comnunist International, Par. 9.) and the decision of the Presi-
dium of the E.C.C.1. of 19, 12. 1928 according to which
adherents of the Brandler organisation cannot be members ot
the Communist International, the Presidium of the E.C.C.1.
declares. that Roy. by contributing to the Brandler press and
by supporting the Brandler organisation, has placed himszit
ouiside the ranks of the Communist International, and is to be
considered as expelled from the Comwnunist International.

WORKERS’ DELEGATIONS IN THE
SOVIET UNION

Conditions in Russian Textile
Factories.

Statements by Two English Textile Workers on their Impressions
in Russia.

I

On behali of the British Textile Workers Delegaticn, |
would like to give a few impressions of our recent visit to
Ivanovo-Voznesensk. In the first place lef me state that we
nave never before seen anything to compare with either of the
three [aclories we have visited, namely, Djerzensky Milatovi
Combine, and Krasnie-Talka. From what we could see the con-
dilions oi the workers are better than any other textile workers
we know of, including those of our own country. The things
that impressed us greatly were the lighting system. The modzrn
metho.is of producticn, the building itsell, where we found
fundreds of windows s0 placed as to catch the maximum amount
of sunshine, and the wonderful ventilating system. Compare
ihese with the conditions obtaining in the majority of fiac-
toriez in England. i. e. obsolete methods of production. bad
livhting, lack of sunshine and poor machinery, and you gyet
the reazon why, in aur opinicn. you will soon be mil¢s ihead
ot Enclish textile production, if you continue at the present
rate of progress. Another few things which impressed us: the
dininr rooms, the workers’ wardrobes, hours of work (7) and
the creches where vou are rearing vour future generation, a
wornideriul scheme this, and lastly the happiness of the workers.
I sav this only after careful and personal investigation.

F. Conroy (England).

I

I would just like to say how pleased 1 am with your,
rorking conditions in vour mills. 1 noticsd how spacious were
dreditievent departments and how  well lighted both by day
b by pieht Ttowounld be a pleasnre o owerk in such ‘mills.

Correspondence Ng, ‘
and everybody seems so pleased and so happy and azked ¢ '
we liked their mills. They seemed so delighted about it -
selves. | have never seen anything like them in our coer
I come irom Scoftand. I work in a jute mill and wsiin{
only too pleased if our mills were so well equipped ad -
such breathing space, brightly lighted. Also your kitchens.
have sampled those also, and it is wonderiul this comri:
kitchen way of getting good food and comiort for the were
at a cheap rate. Also your splendid clubs with concer «
cinema hall comnbined. Your creches are marvellous. we 1
have anything so well equipped. 1 shall be able to put
lies down the throats of those who try to condemn you
All power to the Soviet Union, the Workers Republc ¢
first workers' government in the world. I only wish other ¢
tries will follow your example.
E. Mackenzie (Scotlan:

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT |

The United Clothing Workers
Union and the Women Worker:
By S. F. Gows.

A militant Union for the Clothing industry has been o
at last, Out of all the unions catering for this industry — =
are about twenty of them — only of the “United Clothing ¥
xers Union” can it be said that the interests of the won
are looked after. Unlike the Tailors and Garment Worker: «
other such unionz. the Clothing Workers’ Union approach:
question ol organising the workers from all angles. aduh.
and womzn.

About 80% of the workers in the industry ar2z wae
These women in the past have been difficult to organise ™
are a numbes of reasons for this. One being lack of 1~
tant leadership and two, inabikity to retain thosz wome: .
did join. The hinportance of orgaunising these women
realised by the new union. It has set up a committee of wur
direct from factorv and workskop to assist it in this ¢
This Women's Commitiee. which has been in existencz <~
May, tackled the problem of organising women on the
wing lines: )

1. Personal contict by women speakers.

2. Literature dealing with women in the industry. Iz
special appeais to women efc.

3. Special work.

4. Women's Committee taking active part in general o7
aising work of the urion.

5. Drawing women into the general life of the union.

Alreadv the woinen are on the platiorm, and to further
work a speakers’ ciass has been set up. Again personal cor
has been obtained bv members of the committee attending »f
branch and section meetings.

A leaflet, pointing out that women are used as chea>
bour anid asking the women to organise with the men. iz tx
distributed along with general organising leaflets of the Us
by members of the committee. On the social side. work has by
very successful. Successiul dances have already been corgan:
and have proved an attraction both to the men and won
workers. For the coming winter months a number of dar.
are being arranged. In addition, the Women’s Committee
taking over a stail for the Sunday Worker’s Bazaar — nrov
for the Sunday Worker. All the members, but especially
women workers will he asked to help {o make the st
SHCcess.

Finarice and having no premises hamper the work oi
committee m everv direction. Special lectures, classes efc. *

our own women members are necessary. The educational w-

must not be neglected.

That women are taking an interest in the work of
union is proved by the attendance at members’ meetings. °
nne time not a single women member could be seen at &
meeting.

A beginning has been made, A great deal remains to ©
done. The Union has much to learn in the clothing indust
Pxperience will feach, )
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