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Labour Imperialism and India.

By C. P. Dutt.

_The British Labour Government has made its first contri-
lion towards policy in India since its accession to office. The
mouncement, made through the mouth of the Viceroy in
lia, follows a line fairly accurately forecast beforehand. x'l‘his
not surprising, for the foreign policy of the Labour Govern-
t, as already exemplified in the case of Egypt, the Middle
# and China, is bound within very narrow limits. The first
tor in the situation is the increasing development of mass dis-
ltent and revolutionary ferment inside India. The second
tor is that the Labour Government is pledged o maintain
1 continue the imperialist policy agreed upon jointly by all
t British Parliamentary parties and typified in the joint parti-
‘ation jn the Simon Commission. *
The Simon Commission, the report of which will not be
udy until 1930, was rejected and boycotted even by the bulk

ourgeois nationalists. The Indian National Congress pled-
d itself last year to take drastic action if the British Govern-
Mt does not offer Dominion Status to India by the end of

1929, Under the pressure of radical forces, growing stronger
along with the intensification of repression, the Congress has
selected the “left” nationalist leader Jawaharlal Nehru as Pre-
sident of the coming session in Lahore, Ghandi having declined
the responsibility. .

Under these circumstances, if the Labour Government made no
more concessions, the Congress would be bound to commit itself
to some form of action. Yet most of the bourgeois leaders would
be glad to find an excuse for retreating. Thus, the British La-
bour Government has its chance of appearing to do something
new which would be eagerly seized by those harbouring expec-
tations from a Labour Government, while at the same time it
would in no way alter the policy fixed by imperialism,

The Viceroy’s stafement does two things. Firstly, it makes a
new vague promise of Dominion Status which goes no further
than anything previously said:
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“] am authorized, on behalf of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment to state clearly that in theéir judgment it is implicit
in,the declaration of 1917 that the natural issue of India’s
constitutional progress, as there contemplated, is the attain-
ment of Dominion.Status.” . - . et w

Secondly, following a suggestion already made by Simes, .
it proposes a Round Table .Conference of “all parties and inte-
rests”. after the Simorn Commission has made its report and for
the purpose of discussing the findings of the Simon Commission.

There is nothing here which meets the Indian bourgeois
nationalist demand for a Reund Table Conierence empowered to
decide the future Constitution of India. The British Conser-
vative press emphasises that-the Viceroy’s statement contains
“no promises and no change of policy”, that the Simon Com-
mission fs stilt the sole channel for proposale on India and that
the British Parliament remains the final arbiter.

‘Nevertheless, as in the case of the Egyptian Treaty, all
sections of the Labour Party are busily extolling the new decla-
ration as the basis for a happy solution of the Indian problem,
as the L L. P, “New Leader” calls it. The “Daily Herald” says
there is now “complete unity of purpose” in Britain and India
and the path to co-operation is now open.

The Executive of the 1. L. P. in a resolution “congratulates the
Government in its re-affirmation of the justice of India’s claim for
self-government” and urges an amnesty for political prisoners to
create a favourable atmosphere of discussion.

Acceptance of this even by the bourgeois wing of the natio-
nalists is not such a foregone conclusion. If the Simon Com-
mission was boycotted why should its report be discussed?
Nevertheless, even Jawaharlal Nehru talks of a Conference being
acceptable if the present “war-like” policy of the government is
discontinued and the fundamental basis of the Conference is
satisfactory. The basis will probabli not prove satisfactory but
the immediate object of the British Labour Government will be
served if the attention of the Indian Congress is diverted to
these conditions for co-operation.

The Labour Government is turning from the Simon Com-
mission because it knows that this body is too compromised in
India. The Government, however, is carrying out precisely that
which the Simon Commission will propose.

POLITICS

The Formation of the Government
in Franee.
By J. Berlioz (Paris).

The Briand-Tardieu Cabinet was defeated in the Chamber
on a vote on a standing order question by 288 votes of all parties
of the Left and of the intransigent nationalist fraction of the
Right Marin group, against 277 votes of the Centre and of the
moderate Right. ‘

After Briand’s resignation it required nearly two weeks
before Tardieu was able to draw up his list of Ministers. This
shows that it is a difficult job for French capitalism to find for
the government a formula which reconciles the firm conduct
of its affairs by the big bourgeoisie with the absolute neces-
sity of taking into account the profound discontent of the petty
bourgeoisie and the unrest among the peasantry and also of
curbing the revolutionary spirit of the proletariat.

Aiter Daladier, the leader of the Radical Party, had tried
fi-st to form a purely “Left” Ministry with the inclusion of
the Socialists, and then a Ministry of the Centre and the Lefts,
Clémentel, another Radical. failed in the attempt to form a con-
centration Cabinet, in which the most important posts were to
be given to the Radicals. In all these attempts it was the resi-
siance of the big bourgeoisie which wrecked all the new com-
brnations, because it would not have had the kev positions in
its hands, Daladier’'s cecmbinations were not sufficiently to the
Right in the eves of the big bourgeoisie. Clementel's combination

- .. . .".
]
failed on account of Daladier’s demand that he. and nri
élse, should receive the past of Ministér of the Interior.
The parties of the Centre and of the moderate Righ
fo remain. the masters of the situatiom Consequemiv. iy
was entrusted with the formation of the New Ministiv. T:
was one of the first politicians to pronounce the formu:
“Repubiican Concentration” of “ait-parties of res ble p= {
His intention at first was to exclude the Republican-Den.
Union of Marin as being to@ much to the Right and - 3
himselt upon the parties of the Centre and the Left. wt.:: :‘

same time offering six or seven geovernmeni seats w %
dicals. In this maner he hoped, by means of some pr:-
personalities to split ‘the group of the radical socialists «:
obtain the majority. '

Confusion among the radicals seemed to be very dgm K]
parliamentary fraction met on the 2nd November and de

46 votes against 28 (out of 121 members) to prohibit ac. ..

of the ~1

cipation in the Tardieu Ministry. The Right win,
ardieu. |

party advocated a sort of co-operation with

+ the basis of a verﬁ demagogic minimum programme (d-
e

ment, great tax alleviation., amnesty, abandonment of ::
gretation bills etc.) which Tardieu was unable to acce

Left wing, which carried the day, declared collaboratior .-
personality so discredited before the toiling masses t x {
possible. Entry into such a Ministry would hopeless:
promise the “Left”.

The radical socialists submitted to this decision. B. °
dieu could not retreat, The admission of the failure of -- 1
sion would have meant a prolongation of the crisis. He z'-::}
turned again to the Right and opened the door for the :=
group of the Radicals, (Loucheur) while at the same n--1
viting the Marin group into the Ministry.

The new Cabinet comprises 16 Ministers and 12 '~
Secretaries of State, instead of the former 18 Ministers ia
Tardieu decided on such an extension of the Ministry. = §
so in order to replace the quality of his collabora=:: {
quantity.

With regard to foreign policy Tardieu wishes fo cov *
the “pacifism” of Briand, who is again entrusted with e I
reign Ministry, in order to secure the support of the L&w Ut
comedy of a “Great Ministry of peace” is to be played = -
finish whilst the repressive measures aga‘mst the Comr.
Party of France, which is exposing the leverish war peor. -
tions, are being increased.

But such a policy, which will also include concessions - ~
question of the evacuation of the Rhineland and in the g~ ¢
of the Saar district (a precondition of which is Germur: -
conditional accession to the anti-Soviet bloc). will cos: T: !
at least the abstention from voting of the Rights, who 1= -
sely linked up with the Comité de forges. The so-calle: "
the Radicals and the Socialists, wil be compelled to t:i- °
creasingly into account the pressure of the workers and ~ -
peasantry, and in their endeavour to obtain a leading r:- -
the bourgeois government which would enable them to 2~
these masses, will probably vote against Tardieu. Tardieu-
jority, resting chiefly on the Centre, will remain insecur: *
are therefore in an era of insecurity of the governments. =
in turn is the expression of the shakiness of French cap:

The Communist Party of course could not expect an-
from the various bargainings of the parties during the -
It has conducted an energetic campaign against the i
which again began to arise in broad sections of the «
regarding the possibilities of improvements and reforms ~
brought about by a *“Left” government. It has untiringly exr: =~
the imperialist role of the socialists and before all the demi:
of the Left wing of the Socialist Party of France, which rc
onlv on opportunist grounds to participate in the goverr
It has made use of the unrest of the people during the cr:-
order to develop a mass movement for the struggle agar-
conspiracy framed up by the bourgeoisie and for the lega:
the Party. : ‘ ' .
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elal Democracy Assisting in the
loption of the Fascist Constitution
in Austria. '
By Guido Zamis (Vienna).

The Heimwehr Jeader Steidle demanded at a Heimwehr
ting that the Bill on the change of the Constitution be passed
the National Council at express speed. The social democrats
e at once complied with this request. The first reading of

Bill was achieved in two sessions of the National Council;
general debate in the Constitutional Committee occupied only
» hours, and the bill is now with the sub-Committee,

Up to the present the chapters regarding the rights amd
vers of the Federal President have been settled.

In regard to the election of the President, the government
ties still insist on the procedure that first the people vote
| in the event of none of the camdidates obtaining an absolute
jority, the choice shall rest with the Federal Coumcil. As
linst this the social democrats are now demanding a real
ection by the people” i. e. with the exclusion of the Federal
uncil.

But the election is not by any means the most important
ng. Much more important are the -powers of the President.
e social democratic representatives have accepted all those
ragraphs under which the Federal Chancellor and the Federal
wernment are appointed and dismissed by the President, With
rard to the paragraphs concerning the emergency powers of
: President and of the police authorities, the social democratic
yresentatives declared that they reject the right of the President
proclaim a state of emergency but they would vote for such
right being given to the chief committee at such times when
irliament is prorogued. :

With this the acceptance by the social democrats of the
scist dictatorship is rendered clear beyond all doubt. The
ajority of the Chief Committee of the National Council con-
sts naturally of bourgeois deputies. The Federal President
ould never issue emergency decrees against the will of the
urgeois majority. ’

The bourgeois parties have agreed to these proposals of the
«cial democrats insofar as they proposed an amendment to the
iginal text, according to wh»icl?rthe Federal President, when
suing emergency decrees, must, on the demand of the Chief
ommittee, convene an extraordinary session of the National
ouncil within a week. :

The difference between the social-democratic and bourgeois
roposals is quite trifling, It is only a question of who has to
scuss and decide beforehand the emergency decrees: the Federal
wernment, who then proposes it to the President, or the Chief
ommittee.

That paragraph which deprives the National Council of the
ght to control the budget was partly adopted unanimously,
hile regard to the other part the bourgeois deputies made
servations fo the social-democratic proposal. This proposal
lates that the Government, one month after the expiration of
le financial year, if no grovisional budget has been passed, can
npose further taxes and duties according to the existing regu-
ttions, Of the other paragraphs which were adopted unani.
‘ously, mention should be made of paragraph 44, dealing with
he provincial and States council. With this paragraph the social-
lemocrats already accept the Provincial and States council.

_ But the social-democrats go even furiher in their agreement
vith the Schober government, without achieving any compro-
mse, without- even a-show of resistance. The dictatorial Con-
fitution is being passed by the Committee precisely in the form
xhober desired. Schober regarded it as a hindrance that accor-
ling to the existing Constitution the military could intervene
mlv on the special demand of the civil authorifies. And he there-
?re drew up Paragraph 46 of the new Cousfitution which
lates: . L
“Of course military intervention is permissible when
the proper authorifies are rendered incapable by superior
force of bringing about military intervention, or when it
18 a question of repelling attacks upon or resistance to a
part of the federal army”.

That is the original text of the Schober proposal. And the

lllowing is the form in which it has been adopted by all par-
MES unanimously:

|

“Of course military intervention i3 permissible when
either ' the proper authorities are rendered incapable by
superior forces of bringing about military intervention and
further delay would involve irreparable {larm to the com-
maunity, or when it is a question of repelling an actual
attack or of overcoming vielent resistance which is directed
against a section of the federal army”.

One sees that both paragraehs mean one and the same
thing. The social fascists invest Vaugoin and his officers with
powers to shoot down workers should a single private soldier
receive a push, or should workers demonstrating against the
Heimwehr parades not at once retire when faced with the
military. .

The right of the police to proclaim a state of emergency at
any time is contained in the following passage, which has also
been unanimously adopted by the Committee:

© “Until the issue of Federal legal provisions regarding

the powers of the authorifies in the sphere of the general
Security Police, the authorities enfrusted with such matters
for the protection of endangered bodily safety of persons,
or or property, within their sphere can adopt such measures
as are necessary to avert the danger, and declare non.
compliance with the same to be punishable. Such measures
must not violate existing legal provisions.”

This paragraph places full and absolute power in the hands
of the police and renders a state of emergency against the
working class a permament affair,

It must be stated that there already exists umity along the
whole line among all parties including the social democrats.

The Commmunist Party, on the other hand, calls upon the
proletariat to take up the most emergetic mass struggle. The
so-called Left wing press has been endeavouring of late, in
view of the circumstance that the rroposed law has so rapidly
reached the Committee stage, to talk of a certain “pacification”.
And Renner writes in the “Socialistische Monatshefte” of “the
biow which failed”. In actual fact the close collaboration of the
social-fascists and the bourgeois parties shows even more clearly
the greatness of the danger.

he proletariat must take up the fight for power against
the united front of Heimwehr fascism and social fascism,

Elements of Crinis in Hungarian
Faseism.
By Béla Kun.

The word revolution is once more in the mouths of all
political parties in Hungary. In his latest programmatic speech,
Prime Minister Count Bethlen spoke the following portentous
words:

“In this country no one may utter the threat of revo-
lution. We are afraid of no terrorism. Dissatisfaction is no
sufficient reason for revolution. A sufficient reason would
have to lie in the, conviction on the part of the public
that the Government is responsible for the situation that
has ensued in the economy of the country. And one other
presumption is requisite to make a revolution possible —
cowardice on the part of those responsible for the des-
tinies of the country. As regards us, we shall fulfil our duty
and no one need fear that cowardice on the part of the
Government will lead to an upheaval.” )

Though this inveterate counter-revolutionary speaks resolu-
tely enough, his words yet give proof of an increasing disinfe-
gration in the camp of the present Hungarian rulers. This dis-
integration is in the first place an outcome of the extraordi-
nary aggravation of the economic crisis. The extent ol the cri-
sis in industry may; e ., be seen by the fact that various
leading Huncarian enterprises are dismissing their workers
in masses, while numerous metal and textile works have intro-
ducei short-time operations, limited to no more than three
days a week. In connection with the economic depression. mo-
reover, the contradictions between the financial, industrial, and
agrarian capitaiists on the one hand and between the small
peasant holders and the impecunious elements of the city petty-
bourgeoisie on the other, have greatlv increased, and that just
at a timz when a frech rise of the revelutionary labeour 1nio-
vement and growing activity and a decided gravitation towards
the left on the part of the working masses have become ap-
parent.
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Bethlen also recognises that the social basis of the Fascist
rule is getting narrower from day to day. The illusions still
attached by certain sections of the city petty-bourgeoisie, of the
peasantry, and even of the working-class to ‘the apparent
struggle of the Hungarian Fascist Government for a revision
of the Treaty of Trianon (naturaly in the intérest of Magyar
imperialism), are rapidly being dispelled. The economic policy
of the Hungarian Government, which represemts a tremendous
encumbrance for the working masses, tends to accelerate this
process immneasurably. And since the economic means of the
Hungarian Fascists are altogether inadequate to permit of the
luxury of a “social” demagogy in the form of systematic eco-
nomic concessions to the leaders of the working class, they
have recourse to the tried method of a “democratic” deception
of the masses. sn a3 to s'rengthen the undermined and decaying
social foundation of the Fascist dictatorship.

Tt must be borne in mind that even a minimum of “demo-
‘cratic” measures must meet with a very serious obstacle in the
fact that there are in Hungary very considerable remnants of
feudalism. The Hungarian Fascist Government can therefore
only employ “democratic” manoeuvres in a very limited degree.
In criticising the a‘tempts of various “opnositional” groups to
put democratic phrases into circulation. Bethlen therefore de-
clared that he was natura'ly also in favour of “gradual pro-
gress” but-that it would be wrong for any one to think that
a result could be at‘ained by such catchwords in the economic
sphere. Whether juries existed or not, the price of bread would
rot h~ lower for th2t por the financial assets greater Disacree-
able as these declarations of an “ideoloaist of democracy” may
sound in the ears of the Huncarian Social Fascists. it cannot
be A~nia1 that Bathlen’s attitude is based on practical politics
In Hunmary  such, “demncratic” whiles can. in view of the
present economic conditions and of the acgrava‘ion of class
diff~rangag affand w0 cerious resistance to the revolutionary
offencive of the irdustrial and agricultural proletariat.

This naturally does not hinder the Bethlen Government from
atten~'inT a maro-uvre with the Social D mocrats with a view
to cni~ter acting the arowing revolutionisation of the industrial
and agricultural proletariat Even in its composition the Hun-
garian Social Demoacratic Parly is ¢rowing morz and more
bourgeois. while in its policy it has long been a Social Fascist
Partv Taday j* is iust as readv to betray the interests of
the discontented sections of ‘the petty-bourgeoisie as it formerly
was tn deceive the industrial a~d agricultural worvers There
is nn hasepess from ‘vhich the Secial Damocratic Tarty would
recnil The Bethlen Government has concluded a new alliance
wi‘h the Social Democratic leaders. which also extends ¢n the
leaders abroad who, though they were not in power during
the Hungarian Soviet Renublic. yet fled before the White Tor-
ror. Two of these Sncial Democratic leaders. the French govern-
ment avent Ernest Garami and the former Party secretarv Ema-
nuel Buchinger, have been granted an amnesty by Horthy,
alano  with  Jacob Weiltner who has already returned to
Huneary.

The new agreement between Bethlen and the Social Fascists
came at a mement when the working class was increasing its
strike campaign and even carrying its struggle into the streets.
The first to strike were the mining and timber workers; these
were followed bv the textile and leather workers in a whole
series of works These strikes were carried on over the heads
of the Socia! Fascist trade union bureaucrats and in the face
of a tremendous terrorism on the part of the autherities. In
characterisation of the growing revolutionary activity of the
working class mention should also be made of the unanimous
hunwer strike of the political prisoners in the Hungarian pri-
sons. Tt is obvious that the triumph of the Social Fascists at
the ni*iful amnesty extended to their colleagues by the buicher
Hanrthv wag under such circumstances accented by the working
class with very mixed feelings. The Social Democrats recently
held a meeting in honour of their comrades returning from
ahroad. Under the lead of the Communists, the working masses
turned this meeting into a demonstration against the ‘“home-
comers”. To the sound of the International and carrying red
flags. they marched through the streets, nor did they allow
themselves to be intimidated by repeated attacks by the police.

The millions of agricultural workers and almost half a
millicn of starving and unemployed proletarians in the villages
are likewise in a state of revolutionary fermentation. They de-
mand the distribution of the big landed property. The prole-
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remnants of feudalism in the country and the monopoly

i
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tariat and sani-g_roletlriat in the rural districts more and ovr|
openly oppose Fascist State power which supports both =
the big capital in the cities. , ’

In this connection the tasks of the Communist Party ¢
Hungary become more and more serious and complicated not ¢: :
from aay o day bui from hour 10 hour. Unforwnateiy tn: ..
tivity of the Party has hitherto fallen short of that of the =
ses, The Party must not content itself with unmasking -
common manoeuvres of the Fascists and Social Fascists, It m=
not limit itself to turning the meetings convoked by the Sou:
Fascists into assemblies of protest against the latter. It m
strive in every way at an independent conduct of the strug:
of the agricultural and industrial proletariat in the works 1~
s?lves and in the proletarian mass organisations. The fic -
aiter the defeat of the Hungarian proletarian revoluion -
Fascist dictators bound the working class hand and foo! -
practical'y decimated the cadres of the Communist Party, e
on the nart nf the latter a still greater activity and revotutioer
energy in the preparation of the impending decisive strux;:
of the Hungarian workers and small peasanfs agains |
Fascist dictatorship.

[
i

The Communist
Party of Germany against the

Young Plan,

Resolution of the C. C. of the C. P. G.

The following are the main contents o &'
resolution on the Young Plan adopted b ':
I'enary Session of the C, C. of the C. P. G. i
on October 24th and 25th. Ed.

L

The Young Plan which was adopted at the Hague
ference is the ‘expression of the fight over the repar: -
problem, in which the chief differences among the imper :
powers cross each other. The new settlement of the repx=r=
payments by the Young Plan in no way means, as & ©
fo-mists and the Right opportunists in our camp (Vi
maintain, a “bridging over” of theimverialistic antagoess~

‘'but the aggravation of these conflicts, the intensification ¢i -

fight of the imperialist groups and powers for sources of =
maferial and for the export of capital. The substitution o -
Dawes I'lan of 1924 by the Young Plan means for Gerrw
a considerable alteration of the reparations quesfion. -

IL »

While the Dawes Plan was adopted under the pressure -
the immediate danger of a proletarian revolution and of ~:
complete collapse of the capitalist economy in Germany. ~ *
adontion of the Young Plan followed as a result of a sh i
in the relation of forces of the big imperialist powers w* i
has entered on a process of relative capitalist stabilisa'!
German imperialism and its social-fascist agents in the Gos-
ment tried to obtain a reduction of their obligations to the vi~
States and to strengthen the positions of German capit:’~
on the world market. These efforts proved an absolute fai !
In the present situation of capitalist world economy, of shor::'
on the world capital market (raising of the discount rates)
intensified struggle for sales markets, the going over from :
Dawes Plan to the Young Plan does not mean an alleviation ™ -
a tremendous aggravation of the economic situation of Gmr»!
capitalism. The reduction of the annuities envisaged in ™~
Young Plan as comoared with the Dawes Plan is far ¢
weighed by the extreme worsening of the conditions and £~
of pavment (far-reaching abolition of transfer protection
far-reaching reolacement of deliveries in kind by obligat
to pav immediately in foreign currency, conversion of annc
pavments bv Germanv imto a fixed capital sum, prolonga:-
of period of payment from 37 to 59 years etc.).

The economic effects of the Young Plan render exceedin:
more difficult the struggle of German capital on the we
market, sharpen the competitive struggle of the capitalist wer
powers with each other and inevitably lead {o a further coll.™
of canitalist stabilisation in the most important indus:
countries.

|
|
|
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The Young Plan is a new and powerful instrument for
tlerating the imperialist intervention-war against the Soviet
ion.

The founding of an international® Reparations Bank under
hegemony of American finance capital increases the danger
financial blockade and, therefore, also of war against the
'iet Union. The ever firmer alignment of Germany in the
nt of anti-Soviet war policy is most strikingly shown in the
cial negotiations of the representatives of the Hermann
iller Government with the representatives of the French
vernment and the parallel agreements of the German and
:nch general staffs for the purpose of a Franco-German mili-
y alliance against the Soviet Union.

V.

The Young Plan increases the international interweaving of
: monopolistic agreements of finance capital (international car-
s, financial companies, world reparations bank). Within Ger-
in economy itself there is arising a new and powerful drive
- the formation of capitalist monopolies. Hillerding concludes
th the American-Swedish match trust a monopoly agreement
ith regard to Germany, which means a plundering of the
srman people on top of the Young Plan. The tobacco, beer
i1 cther mononolies leal to an exhorbitant increase of the
ices of all articles of mass consumption. A new wave of ra-
>nalisation-mergers has arisen, partly under the immediate
mirol of American finance capital. German big capital, united
1 a few gigantic banks, in powerful trusts and cartels is
ideavouring to squeeze still greater profits from the German
orkers in return for coolie wages, to reduce the costs of
‘ofuction and to meet more determinedly the capitalist com-
tition on the world market,

The Young Plan, as a plan of international capitalist offen-
ve against the working class, in place of all the burden which
ould be immediately borne by German capital (charge upon
«dustry of 300 million marks a year), places a direct burden
don the working masses.

The monopolisation of production and of sales within the
wntry itself, a result of the intensified competitive struggle,
ives rise to still fiercer competitive struggle among the mo-
opolist trust magnates. who are fighting for the biggest share
t the profit and whish to obtain specially priviliged oppor-
mities for sale and extortion in order to be able to increase
anital accumulation and capital export. At the same time the
lienation, the delivery over of numerous “national” under-
ikings of German capitalism to foreign finance capital is
toceeding at a great pace. The Dawes control has terminated
vith the coming into operation of the Young Plan, but depen-
lence upon American finance capital has increased. In a
wmber of important branches of indusiry (automobile and elec-
ric industry) American finance capital anpears immediately be-
ore the German working class as exploiter and organises with
he help of the bourgeois State power the robbery of the work-
ng class consumers.

V.

. The economic dictatorship of Finance capital is the founda-
tion for the erection of its open lascist dictatorship.

Hand in hand with the realisation of the Young Plan fi-
mance capital is fiercely striving for despotic political rule, and
it at the same time liquidates all the old forms of government
dt’mocracy, parliamentarism, right of DParliament to control
nance and the budget. self-administration of the municipalities
#lc) and ru'hlessly establishes a fascist form of government.

ntralised and firmly-welded finance capital immediately de-

rmines the actions of the State anparatus without consulting

Parliament. The fascisation of the capitalist State power is
roceeding at a most ranid pace. Bourgeois democracy is
rowing into fascism. All forces of reaction, from the National
cialists to the social democrats. are being brought into play
order to defeat the working class. The traditional bourgeois
rties, from the German Nationalists to the Democrats, are
re and more adopting the fascist ideologv and becoming
mediate auxiliary organs of fascist dictatorship.

VL

Under the control of American finance capital, in a
desperate struggle to increase capital accumulation and capital
export, in a fierce fight for a larger share of the world market,
the German bourgeoisie is launching its new general offensive
against the German workers,

All the economic and political effects of the Young Plan
in its tolality lead to depressing, monstrous, and unbearable
worsening of the living conditions of all workers, to the ab-
solute impoverishment of the proletariat. In ruihlessness and bru-
tality, in the squeezing dry of human labour nger, the new
wave of capitalist rationalisation puts in the shade everything
hitherlo experienced. The lengthening of the working day, the
refusal to grant any wage increases, the partial reduction of
existing wages, the abolition of all legal provisions for the
protection of women and juvenile labour, the abolition of all
social expenditure, the cutting down of unemployment benefit,
of the sickness and old age insurance, the unexampled increase
in the prices of articles of mass consumption by means of high
tariff walls, usurious monopolist prices — these are the first
effects of the Young Plan. At the same time the taxes on
fortunes, capital transactions, business profits and all other
taxes on property are being reduced. The sccial democracy, with
the aid of the new anti-Communist law “for the defence of the
Republic”, is endeavouring to destroy the workers right of
association, coalition, meeting and strike, and to achieve the
complete suppression and enslavement of the German proletariat.

VIL

The social democracy, which as the leading government
party concluded and signed the Young Plan, bears the full and
complete responsibility for this enormous crime of betrayal of
the people, for the misery and the deprival of rights of the
broad masses and for the fascist persecution of the German
proletariat.

The consequence of the unscrupulous social-fascist betrayal
of the people for the benefit of the native and foreign capitalist
magnates is the crisis of social democracy, its increasing un-
popularity, the embitterment of its followers, who have been
disappointed and deceived by eighteen months of coalition
policy. Now that the social democracy has concluded the Young
Plan and1 cut down unemployment benefit, the foundations of
the coalition government are shaken by the worsening of the
economic situation and the great growth of the class struggle.
As sncial fascism is losing its valu® to the bourgeoisie as
a coalition partner to the same extent that it is losing its in-
fluence upon the working class, the bourgeois parties are
raising the auestion of ousting the social democracy and breaking
up the coalition. The more acute the class struggle becomes,
the more the revolutionary crisis develops, the more the spe-
cific weight of open fascism increases in comparison with social
fascism.

VIIL

In Germany, as in all other capitalist countries, particularly
in Aus!ria, the treacherous policy of social democracy promo‘es
the advance of onen fascism. The armed fascist fighting organi-
sations. the Stahlhelm and the national socialists, are prepa-
ring. by systematic raids upon worlers centres, by terrorist
attacks by mudering workers, and street fights, for the establish-
ment of fascist dictatorship. In this fight they enioy not only the
benevolent neutrality but the active support of the bourgeois
Republican State apparatus.

IX.

The effects up to now of the Young Ian completely con-
firm the correctness of the political line of the Communist Party,
as expressed in the decisions of the Wedding Party Congress
and of the X. Plenum of the E.C.C.1. and of the August Ple-
num of the C.C. of the C. P.G.

The control of international finance capital over German
economy, the general offensive of the emplovers, the betraval
of the people by the social democrats, the advances of the fas-
cists, the unbounded political reaction. the imnoverishment of
the masses all this calls forth ever fresh and more determined
fighting actions of the revolutionary proletariat.

The counter-offensive and the direct offensive of the prole-
tariat against the bourgeoisie and social fascism is finding
successful exnression in a wave of economic struggles, in revo-
lutionary anti-fascist actions of the workers, in the first begin-
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nings of political mass strikes, in increased influence of the Com-
munist Tariy on the masses, in the growth of the revolutionary
trade union opposition, in the enhanced activity of the organised
and unorganised workers as well as of the young workers and
working women, -

: X

The Central Committee considers it necessary to declare be-
fore the whole Party, that the fight against the Young Plan
represents at present one of the most important tasks of the
Communists in the fight for winning the majority of tite wor-
king class, for the defence of the Soviet Union, for combating
fascism and social fascism and for the revolutionary emanci-
pation of the proletariat, ,

The Communist Party confronts both camps of the bour-
geois reaction with the same deadly enmity. It is conducting
an inexcrable fight against both the fascist Right bloc and the
social fascist coalition Bloc, for the only positive, revolutionary
proletarian solution of the reparations question: complete can-
cellation of debts, the Bolshevistic liquidation of the Versailles
Treaty and of the Young Plan by the overthrow of the German
bourgeoisie, the establishment of a Socialist Soviet Germany and
an altiance with the Soviet Union and with the revolutionary
workers of all countries.

From this political fundamental line of the Communist Party
in the reparations question the following praciical tasks arise
for the present activity of the Party:

1. Ruthless mass fight against the Young Plan and all its
effects.

2. To direct the main fight against the coalition government,
which has concluded the predatory Young Plan, in particular
against the party of the social fascists, which at present still
functions as the strongest force for the Young Plan within the
working class.

3. Fiercest mass fight against fascism, exposure of the ,Na-
tional“ demagogy of the Hugenberg Hitler bloc, which bears
just as much responsibility for the reparations slavery of the
German people as the coalition parties.

4. Comprehensive promulgation and propagation of the
Bolshevist solution of the reparations question to the fact that
the proletarian dictatorship in the Soviet Union, immediately
" after the October Revolution, annulled all debts to foreign capi-
talists, amounting to 30,000 million marks, and confiscated wit-
hout compensation all foreign factories and enterprises.

5. Subordination of the fight against the Young Ilan to the
fight for the defence of the Soviet Union. Carrying on of wide-
scale propaganda for the socialist construction of the Soviet
Union which is embodied in the splendid achievements of the
Five-Year Plan. .

6. Strengthening of the solidarity of the international prole-
tariat, especially of the revolutionary workers of the imperialist
victor States, with the toiling masses of Germany,

7. Continuation of the most broad and bold development of
the offensive of the proletariat against capitalist rationalisation
and the impoverishment of the masses. Fight for higher wages
and better working conditions by disregarding collective agree-
ments and by strikes. Building up of the system of revolutionary
funciionaries and of conferences of factory delegates. Mobili-
sation of the unemnloved. Linking up of the unemployed move-
ment with all the fights of the workers in the factories.

8. Building up and extension of all forms of proletarian
defence organisations against fascism, violent repulsion of all
fascist attacks on the workers, revolutionary liquidation of all
nests of fascist reaction in the working class centres.

9. Conducting of all fights of the proletariat against the
Young I'lan, against the emnlovers, the State Mower and social-
fascism into the channels of the political mass strike.

10. Greatest mass propaganda for the slogan of the nrole-
tarian dictatorship in the fight against the threatening fascist
rule,

11. Continuation of the consistent fight against all forms
of open and concealed onportunism in the Party, renewal of all
cadres and of leading DParty organs bv drawing in such party
members as have proved their worth in conducting mass
strugoles.

12. Fxtension of the growing mass inflvence of the Commu-
nist Partv by a radical alteration of its political and organisatio-
nal working methods, renlacemeni of obsolete methods of work
which prevent the extention of our mass influence bv forms of
struegle which develop to the highest extent all the forces of the

TwELFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

_OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The Twelve Years’ Triumph.

By J. T. Murphy (London).

It is now twelve years since the workers and peasar.
the Soviet Union showed the toiling masses of the whole v -
the way out from capitalist tyranny to sociatism. Every wo.-:
who to-day reads of the sweeping progress of the first works !
republics in the building of socialism via the five yea:s ; |
stands amazed at the new vistas opening out belfore the wori
But for us who have still to conquer power we must look b |
and after these memorable twelve yea.s. We have not on:
celebrate the constructive achievements of the present bu -
colossal destructive work which had to precede the triumgi-
construction.

Twelve years ago this November 7th, was the day of i::
when, after generations of terrible struggle, the party oi ~
letarian revolution seized the reins of power at the head o
millions of workers and peasants determined upon ending .

italism, We cannot forget that every bourgeois journalis, -
itician, and statesman, every faint-hearted reformist, every do..-
ful one prophesied defeat, proclaimed the inevitable defea: 4~
early termination of the new regime. And the defeat has : §
come. The dismal prophets have met with fiasco. The rev .|
tionary proletariat, headed by the Leninist party of the pr -
tarian revolution, has shattered their prophecies. We must -
forget in the enthusiasm of the marcﬁ forward with the -
years' plan those tremendously heroic days when in the ir
of unheard of difficulties, in the teeth of armed interves

civil war, famine, pestilence thousands upon thousands ot -
best of the proletariat and peasantry sacrificed their lives -
to-day and to-morrow might be possible as we know then

Not for a single moment would I suggest that to-day &« ¢
a day of struggle, that to-morrow has not its tremendous -
battles even greater than those of yesterday. These are :
inevitable as to-morrow’s sunrise. But we face them stronge: "~
the triumphs already achieved and more sure of our vic
To those who have cleaved the first great breach in the cu.:
of capitalism and have paid the price which no real rev:
tionary will ever be afraid o pay, we give due reverence s
remembrance. .

Twelve Years of proletarian dictatorship! To dwell ur .
these and think of the vast changes that have taken place alm j

leaves one breathless. It seems incredible that there can be fo.-
in the ranks of the working class those who can talk withan:-
of despondency about them. In the short space of twelve ye:~

what? — Four years’ imperialist war, — a sixth part of -
earth torn out of the grasp of capitalism — the rise of the G~
munist International — vast colonial uprisings. harbinzess i

vaster upheavals of the oppressed — a great general strike
oldest canitalist country in the world — socialist industrialisa=: |
of the Soviet Union at a rate which makes the hev day: - |
capitalist development look child’s play — the exposure of so:: !
demecracy on a world scale — a vast radicalisation of the ma- }
of all countries and the beginning of a new wave of revolut:
And there are still pessimists in our ranks!

There is the war danger ever with us and ever growr !
That is trre. We are never permitted to forget it. We must -
forget it. The stronger the forces of revolution the more —
carious the position of capitalism. This we know. The m -
precarious the position of cavitalism the more capitalism h:-
the Soviet Union where socialism marches forward with ¢ -
strides and the more the capitalists consnire {o shatter it u
war. This we know. There are other factors making for w
The more the cavitalists expand the forces of production a' -
expense of the working class the more they crash up aga=
the limitations of the market. intensify their auarrels and m
towards “settlement” with the sword. All these lactors shou
vs to be up and doing. to push on with the revolutionary we-
Rut theyv do more than that, Fverv one of these facinrs o
thundering at us the fact that the foundations of capiralism :
dailv becoming more precarious. It is thus the call to >
forces of revolution to advance,

The defence of the Soviet Union and the fight against

!
a
!
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r danger must be for us that work and fight in capitalist
ntries not the slogans of a retreating struggle but the slogans
in advancing army. The pessimists in the land of the soviets,
doubting people who cried “go slow”, have been confounded
the mighty response of the revolutionary workers in the work
industrialisation. The sceptics who thought the peasantry in-
able of responding to the new era of collective, socialist
iculture have been swept on one side by the veritable
lanche of the peasantry in the direction of socialist economy.
: same fate must meet the defenders of the “right tendency”
the ranks of the parties of the Comintern outside the land
the soviets. ‘

The war danger cannot be fought by those who are over-
elined with the idea of the strength of capitalism, or are
ibtiul of the speed of radicalisation of the workers or are
ctical of the competence and strength of the Communist Inter-
ional to lead the way in the class battles of the workers. The
riet Union cannot be ably defended by those who carry within
m the belief that war must come any way and are therefore
igned to its coming in the hope that out of the next war
olution will be born. The twelfth Anniversary of the Novem-

revolution proclaims to the whole world that the revolution

i come, is growing. and will grow. This is the answer to

war danger. It is the call to the parties of the International
advance as the leaders of the working class freed from all
dencies that hinder us in our tasks as the leaders of the pro-
rian revolution.

he Proletarian Revolution and the
Emancipation of the Working

Women.
By Moirova (Moscow).

The October Revolution has opened up to the proletarian
man of the Soviet Union a new life rich in content and
rrest, Misery, suppression, constant fear of unemployment,
loitation, complete lack of any rights — all these lie behind
are forgotten and, to the new generation which is growing
unknown. .
The revolutionary emancipation of the proletariat required
ny sacrifices, and also the workin% woman has brought many
rifices. The general struggle of the proletariat, however, in-
ded the struggle for equal rights of the woman in the factory,
the family, in public and in the State organs. The sacrifices
te not made in vain. Even the enemies of the Soviet Union
not dare to deny that the October Revolution has totally
iged the position of the working woman. :

Whilst in Tsarist Russia the term working woman meant
mething humiliating to the peity-bourgeois, whilst in this same
arist Russia the working woman represented only a cheap
our &)wer for the capitalist, today the mere fact that she is
member of the working class opens up to the woman the
eatest possibilities of generat educatiom, of acquiring pro-
iency in her profession, of her being appointed to the leading
sitions in economy, in the administration of the country.

The new rights which women acquired through the ober
wolution have enormously increased the activity of the masses
toiling women. They are mow participating in the construc-
n of the new life, in establishing socialist society.

The year 1928/1929 is especially rich in examples of this
‘W activity of the women. The new elections to the Soviets
oused great mew sections. 70,1 per cent. of all toiling women
trticipated in the elections to 205 town and village Soviets.

The activity of the organised toiling women did not lag
hind that of the men. 80,5 per cent. of the male trade union
embers and 80,5 per cent, of the women trade union members
irticipated in the elections to 147 town Soviets. With regard to
¢ unorganised town and rural population the election parti-
pation of the men in 121 town and rural districts amounted
1 636 per cent., that of the women to 58 per cent.

The working and peasant women were not only present in
'¢ election meetings, they also submitted valuable proposals,
hich were handed over to the elected Soviets as guiding lines
r their work,

The number of women members of the Soviets is growing
fOm year to year, In ihe above-mentioned 121 towns the percen-
3ge of women in the Soviets has grown from 22,1 per cent. (1927)

to 29,1 per cent. (1928/1929). Tn order to get an idea of the
importance of ‘these figures, it may be stateci that 145,220 pea-
aanst %v%mﬁn have. been elected to 41,394 village Soviets of the

In spite of -the complicated tasks devolving upon the chair-
men of the town and village soviets, the number of women
placed at the heads of the Soviets, is constantly increasing. In
the Ukraine three big districts are conducted by women; in the
R.S.F.S.R. women were elected as chairmen of Soviets in
numerous districts. Among the chairmen of the village Soviets
7,7 per cent. are women, whilst in 1927 the percentage was only
1,1, In the Soviet East 500 women (Turcomen, Bashkiren eic.)
are entrusted with the office of chairmen of village Soviets.

Still larger is the number of women occupying posts as
leaders of departments for people’s education, the protection of
health, social insurance. Thousands of proletarian women occupy
leading positions in the co-operatives and trade unioms. And
finally, the working woman is attracted to leading economic po-
sitions, as deputy manageresses and even manageresses of fac-
tories.

In order to promote the activity of women numerous mea-
sures have been adopted to increase their knowledge. Hundreds
of proletarians are attending the so-called workers’ faculties in
order to continue afterwards their studies at the universities and
technical high schools.

The People’s Commissariat for Education has decided that
the high schools must accept a certain number of working
women. Maintenance grants are provided in order 1o ensure
them a living. Further measures are adopted to guarantee that
the children of these working women are accepted into the
State institutions.

Although in the Soviet Union woman labour is much dearer
than man’s labour there is no tendency to reduce women’s
labour. Women receive the same wages as men, but their work
requires greater expenditure, as according to the provisions of
the State protection of women, the working women have two
months leave of absence with full pay both before and after
confinement as well as, nine months extraallowance to meet the
extraexpenses incurred while suckling the chield, and the pay-
ment of a lump sum for the baby’s layette. In addition, every
factory is obliged to establish creches for the children of wor-
king women engaged in the factory.

The Five.Year Plan provides for a further extension of
wormen’s wark in all spheres of production not injurious to the
health of the mother. Various measures are adopted to raise the
proficiency of women. The first steps in this direction have met
with great success. The woman as metal turner, filer, foreman is
not a chance occurrence in the factory but a permanent pheno-
menon. Such a comprehensive participation of the working
women in public and political life, presupposes of course, such
a change in the social relations as preclude unproductive waste
of time on the part of the women. It cannot yet be stated that
the working woman in the Soviet Union is completely freed
from all the chains of familv life. Nevertheless their position
cannot even be compared with that of the working woman in
any “civilised” country.

On all sides efforts are being made to change the old social
relations which are not in harmony with the gigantic socialist
construction in the Soviet Union. The Soviet authorities, the
economic organisations, the trade unions, the co-operatives, eac
of them are doing their share in the work of “socialising life”.
Children’s creches, Kindergartens, laundries, dining halls are
organised in the factories, Ever greater elasticity is observable
in the work of satisfiying the requirements of the proletarian
women’s masses. But the demands are growing much more
rapidly than the material possibilities of their realisation. Every
working woman realises that she profits much more by using
her leisure to attend lectures or read books, to go to the theatre,
to participate in public and trade union work than to do
washing and darning, to clean the floor and to cook the dinner.

Notwithstanding a number of defects, it can be stated that
in the 12th year of the October Revolution quite a new tvpe of
working woman has sprung up in the Soviet Union. The family
is no more the only resort of women. Economicallv emancipated.
materially independent of man. protected by the State as wor-
king woman and as mother, the woman in the Soviet Union
is rapidly develoning as a personality. Twelve vears of the
proletarian dictatorship have achieved enormous changes in the
position of the woman. Only the working class which keeps
power in its hands is capable of bringing about these changes.
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

‘The Kight of the Miners in
¢ zechorlovakia.
The Reformists as Organisers of Strikebreaking.
By Gustav Sobottka (Berlin).

On October 10, a strike of miners commenced in the Brux-
Komotau coliieries in West Bohemia which deserves the at-
tenuon of the workers, and especiailly of the miners in all
countries.

For the West Bohemian mining area, a collective agree-
ment fixes an average wage for the miners engaged on piece
work of 42 crowns (a little over five shillings) per shift. But
this average wage is paid in hardly any ol the pits, The
greater part of the miners receive 25 or 30 crowns per shift,
in spite of the fact that rationalisation is being continually in-
tensived and the ouiput of the whole cf the pits, as wal as
of the individual miners has greaily increased. All attempts of
the miners to terminate the wage agreemeant concluded by the
reformist unions, and thereby obtain the possibility of waging
a sauggle for a beiter wage agreenent, proved futile in lac2
of the passivity of the reformist bureaucracy.

Driven by these circumstances the miners of the “Anna”
and “Andreas” pits decided to take action. They submitted to
the management the demand that workers engaged on piece
work bz paid 44 crowns per shift, and in addition there be
half an hour’s pause every shift. The management of the
pits in question replied {o the demands by immediately dis-
missing a miner named Rezek, who had voiced the demands
of the miners at a pit meeting and had been appointed by
his workmates to submit their demands to the management.
This act of provocation had as a result that the miners imme-
diately downed tools and declared that they would not do
another stroke of work before Rezek was reinstated.

The cessation of work in the “Anna” and “Andreas” pits
was the signal for an outburst of the long-slumbering discon-
tent of the miners. Under the leadership of the “Industrial
Union of Miners”, a red {rade union, a conference, which
was held on Sunday October 13, in Bartelsdorf and was atten-
ded by miners from all the collieries of the Komotau area,
decid>d to strike for the demands of the miners.

The strike slogan cf the Bartelsdorf conference spread like
wildfire through the whole collirey area. Already on Monday
the 14th October a great number of pits went on strike. On
Tuesday they were followed by other pits in which the largest
number of workers are employed, On Friday of the same
week over 8000 miners, almost the whole of the Komotau coal-
fieid, were on strike for their rightful demands. The struggle
was taken up by all miners without distinction as to what
political party or trade union they belonged.

The reformist trade union bureaucracy of the “Union of
Miners” (the German reformist miners’ union) and that of the
“Svaz Horniku” (the Czech reformist miners’ organisation) had
up lt(o this moment not adopted any attitude with regard to the
strike.

On Friday 18th October, browever, the bureaucracy of the
two reformist unions issued an appeal in which they called
upon their members to resume work. The strike, as is usual
with the reformists, was described as a Communist election
manoeuvre, This same bureaucracy called a Conierence of the
two unions for October 20th in Briix. At this Conierence, to
which also the national-fascist miners’ union “Jednota” was
invited, it was decided fo call off the strike officially, and the
functionaries and members of the two organisations were in-
structed to resume work. In order to make the members less
disinclined to break off the strike, it was decided at the same
time to put forward some wage demands, and in the event
of these not being granted to give notice on the 10th of No-
vember to terminate the wage agreement. The strike-breaking
decisions were circulated in an appeal to all miners. ’

On the same Sunday there was held in Bruch. under the
leadership of the Red “iddustrial union of miners”, a confe-
rence of strike committees and pit delegates for the whole of
the Briix-Komotau area. Over 600 delegates were present and

it was decided to continue and extend the fight over the wia-
mining area.

As a result of the active black-legging role of the reforr -
the situation had now become quite different from wha
was in the first week of the strike. A section of the won-
followed the strikebreaking slogan, even if reluctantly. =
professional strike-breaking elements were officially recogz-
by the organisations; the police and gendarmerie, encour:.: :
by the social-lascist blacklegging, proceeded with the shi—: |
persecutions against the strikers. Pickets were arrested .
beaten, meetings of the strikers were broken up,

The revolutionary miners, under the leadership of 1:
dustrial union and their functionaries, exerted all their 1
in order to continue the struggle. The fight was conducied -
against the heavily armed ﬁ‘endarmerie, and everything -
done to keep the fascist strike-breaker bands away fro- -
pits. In the fight against the gendarmerie the fascist trade .
bureaucracy played the role of denouncers. Upon their d:-
dozens of revolutionary workers were imprisoned.

It is quite understandable that in these circumstancs -
miners did not succeed in extending the fight to any o+
rable extent. It is true, they succeeded in drawing new pi:
the fight, but fhe State power, along with the reformist b+
cracy, succzeded in their turn in forcing other pits 1o r:.
work.

The Czech miners will draw from this fight th: !-.
that only the red Industrial Union of the Miners can be .
ded as a fighting organisation, and that fights are possibz =
under its leadership and under strike committees elect::
themselves, not with, but against the reformists., For t&: -
ners of other countries, however. the Czech miners™ st~
has once again furnished proof that the reformists not -
refrain from wage fights, not only advocate strike-breakin:
at the decisive mement organise and carry it out w:f
aid of the State power.
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The Plumbers’ Ntrike in Berlis
' Broken off.

By Paul Peschke.
Berlin, October 30th. [u*

After a ten weeks’ heroic struggle, the Berlin plun>
have broken oft their strike unvanquished so as to carrv -
the fight on other lines. The strike-meeting on October
which was attended by record numbers, came to the foilow .
resolutions after a comprehensive study of all the given ¢
cumstances: . . . .

a) The strike for the recognition of the tariff agreer:
established by the Union of Plumbers and Plumbers’ M.« !
is to be broken ofi in organised manner. !

b) Prior to a resumption of work, the demand is adva~ |
in all the undertakings concerned, that all the strikers w.:»
exception be re-employed with consideration of their pre.:
term of employment, that there be no victimisation, and !
in particular, all apprentices’ agreements be taken up w: |
they were interrupted or suspended. In those enterprises w: !
these demands are not complied with and the presumntions
a continuation of the struggle obtain, the strike will be ¢
tinued pending compliance with the conditions in question ’

¢) In enterprises in which the strike situation is unt:
rable in view of a particularly great number of strike-bresi: '
the measures to be adopted must form the subject of seps: !
negotiations with the central strike committee, !

d) In enterprises in which the position of the strike is &
particularly favourable, the struggle may be carried on I
material demands on the strength of a resolution of the sin:-
enterprise, provided the demands are such as have been =
forward by the present meeting, :

The objective situation rendered this resolution nece:s.
seeing that the attack of the plumbers on the tariff — condl.:
against their will by the bureaucrats of the German M:
Workers’ Union — had caused all the class-enemies of the =
letariat to line up in one front. The strikers were in the -
place opposed by the entire authority of the State appari:
which declared the tariff to be- generally binding. n
trade-union bureaucracy with its entire appardtus of 800 r»
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ices and 1000 officials organised the breaking of the strike.
reby succeeding, in spite of the most heroic counter-measures
the part of the sirikers and building workers, in mobilising
mne 25C0 strike-breakers, mainly outsiders. )

‘Ihe employers were adequately supported with funds by
+ great emplovers’ federations, since the trust capitalists had
mediately. recognised the great political importance and the
rring efiect a victory ol the plumbers fighting under revolu-
nary leadership would have on the workers rallying to the
ht in all branches of industry. In this way, the employers
re enabled to hold out. When all these means failed to put
end to the strike, the State intervened by arresting the strike
ders.

Auainst this triple alliance of the capitalists, the State ap-
rasus. and the trade-union bureaucrats, the strength of the
atively small group of plumbers and their assistants did
t suifice to attain the purpose of establishing a tarifi of their
m. The plumbers have not been vanquished. They are not
urning to their work defeated. Their attack, which was a
irmish of outposis on the labour front, met with the concen-
tted forces of the enemy and was therefore repulsed. This
irmish furnishes the working class with an instructive example
what it may expect in future fights. If this relatively small
d locally restricted ficht called for the concentration of all
» forces of the enemy, how much greater efforts will the
ureeoisie and the Social Fascists have to make if they are
crush greater struggles in the future.

On the other hand, this instance shows the proletariat what
rces the workers are in a position to raise under revolutionary
wlership and how comparatively easy it should be for the
wkiny class to defeat its opponents under such leadership
it develops a concentrated frontal attack. The plumbers retire
their original positions. By their outpost skirmish they have
#e-l the strencth of the hostile front and shown the workers
strong and weak points, The ctronvest sectar of the hostile

mt iz that held by the Social Democratic trade-union bureau-
acy. On this sector the main attack of the revolutionary wor-
r: must be concentrated.” It must be bheaten and its strike-
eaking influence on the workers must be destroved. if a re-
‘ntionary united front of the workers a~ainst the canitolists
tn bz established. Su~h are the important lescons tauch( by
e heroic skirmish of the plumbers, as the shock troops of the
srhing class.
- The plumbers are neither beaten nor demoralised: they
turn to work undaunted and undivided with the determination
take up the ficht with redoubled vigour naxt year Yor the
m: they have this time only been able to put throuch in a
nlt number of instances,

'he Australian Working Class and
the Pan-Pacifiec Trade Union
SNecretariat.

~ Owing to the intervention of the British and Japanese
imperialist Governments, the Australian T, U. deiecation
arrived at Vladivostok a few days after the 2nd Pan-Pacific
Conference had concluded its deliberations. Immediately
upon their arrival. the three Australian delegates thoroughly
acquainted themselves with the work and decisions of the
Conference, and at a Plenary Session of the Secretariat, held
at Vladivostok on August 26th, 1029, the Australian deleya-
tion made an official declaration in written form in which
they fully approve and ratify the resolutions and decisions
of the Conference.

. We publish below the text of this declaration t{ogether
with the resolution thereon adopted by the Secretariat.

’ Editor.

'ECLARATION BY THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION TO
THE SECOND PAN-PACIFIC CONFERENCE.

We regret not having arrived in time to fake part in
the deliberations of the Conference owing to the action of
the imperialistic Government of Japan refusing to give us
transit through their country. We believe that their action
was inspired by the Bruce Government of Australia who
have joined hands with all other imperialistic Governments

in prevening the workers coming together to irame a cont-
mon policy acainst the I[mperialist offensive now operating
in the lacific against the workers in general and the
U. S. S. R. in particular.

However. after many difficulties, we are now with you
in Vladivostok in the land of the only free peoples. the
Russian proletariat. We join in expressing our appreciation
of the hospitality extended to us by our Russian comrades.

Having reviewed the resolutions adopted by the [an.
Pacific T. U. Conference, we feel that they are highly com-
mendable and meet with our full approval. On our return
to Australia we will give them our wholehearted sunport.
and we also feel sure that the A. C. T. U. will ratify your
decisions and do everything possible to carry them into
effect,

We avail ourselves of this opportunity of conveying to
you and the Delegates to the Conierence, the fraternal
greetings of the workers of Australia,

(Signed):
Fred Roels, F. Walsh, P, Geo. Hannett.

The Secretariat then unanimously adopted the following
Resolution:

1. The P. P, T. U. S. greets the Declaration of the
Australian delegation. in which they solidarize themselves
with the Decisions of our Second Conference.

2. The P. P. T. U. S. decides to include the Declara-
tion, as well as the written report of the Delegation, in the
Proceedings of the Conference.

3. Pending the final selection by the A, C. T. U, of its
two representatives on the Secretariat. the Delegation pre-
sent is invited to serve in that capacity.

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Meerut '.l‘rial‘ and the Indian
Workers.

By Clemens Dutt.

The hope of British imperialism that the trial of the l2aders
of the Indian militant working .class movement now proczeding
at Meerut would spread contusion and terror among the re-
bellious Indian workers shows no sign of being realised.

The Preliminary Enquiry., now in its eighth month, stiill
drags on interminably while the prosecution brings forward its
innumerable police spies wi.h reports ol public meetings and
intercepted letters. Among the two thousand documents are two
hundred speeches said to have been delivered during the strike
of the Girni Kamgar (Red Flag) textile union in Bombay. There
is no pretence ol proving acts ol violence or conspiracy to plan
insurrection. Leadership in the strike movement, speeches ad-
vocating class struggle ars considered sufficient.

The T'ublic Prosecutor. Mr. Langlord James, relies on the
crudest methods to prove his case. The Workers’ and Peazants’
Party proclaims that it is out to destroy imperialism. But is
not the head of the imperialistic British Government his Majesty
the King-Emperor? Belore the Soviet regime was established
in Russia did not they get rid ol their king? These are the
actual questions put to witnesses by Mr. Langiord James,

Meanwhile. it is hoped to break the spirit of the prisoners
by cruel treatment and peity tyrannies. Not only do they have
to undergo the usual gross hardships of under-trial prisoners in
the fever infested Meerut jail, but those who have fallen iil get
inadequate medical assistance. One of the prisoners, Muzaifar
Ahmad, is dving of consumption, but the authorities refuse to
release him on bail or even allow him fo be examined by a
Calcutta doclor. :

A glaring example of the interference with the defence that
goes on was the recent arrest of one of the assistants of the
defence counsel, who is to be charged with criminal trespass
because he entered the court premises alter the session was
ended but while the prisoners and their counsel were still being
detained there. This arbitrary action was taken by the Com-
plainant in the case who happens also to be the lessee of the
Court premises, and a petition of the prisoners to have the
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case removed to another Court on this ground was rejected
by the magistrate,

The only result achieved by the Prosecution 'so far is to
make known throughout India the cause for which the prisoners
are fighting and to popularise the slogans of militant class
struggle. Their cries of “Down with British imperialism” and
“Long live the Indian revolution” have been taken up by de-
monstrators in all N{)arts of India and have replaced everywhere
the old cries of “Mahatma Gandhi Kijai” etc.

The cynical defence of its action put forward by the Labour
Government through the mouth of the Under Secrelary of State
for India, Dr. Drummond Shiels, at the British Labour Party
Conference, has been received in India with derisive scorn.
Mr. Shiels acknowledged the responsibility of the Labour Go-
vernment for the conduct of the Meerut case, but he claimed that
they were not being tried merely because they were trade union
leaders. He said the Government would support “genuine” trade
unionism in India, and he boasted that the policy of the India
Office was in the interests of “the uninformed, humble people of
India”. The Calcutta Congress paper “Liberty” comments that
this speech “could not have been improved upon even by Lord
Birkenhead”.

In spite of the ferocious tide of persecution, the Indian work-
ing class movement refuses to be subdued. In Meerut itself, the
mass demonstrations outside the Court in support of the pri-
soners have led the authorities to prohibit the assembly of more
than five persons together.

The most ferocious attacks have been launched against the
Girni Kamgar Union in Bombay. The recently issued reports
of the Riots Enquiry Committee (appointed to enquire into the
communal riots in Bombay last February) and of the Strike
Enquiry Committee (appointed under the Trades Disputes Act
to enquire into the causes of the general strike in the textile
industry this year) both reveal themselves as representing nothing
more than a method of attacking the Girni Kamgar Union, The
Riots Enquiry Report even suggests that steps should be taken
to prevent “Communists” from occupying leading positions in
Indian trade unions. These Reports foreshadow an attempt to
declare the Girni Kamgar Union an illegal organisation.

Under the combined attack of the textile capitalists and the
British rulers, with the use of unlimited strike-breaking tactics,
prohibition of picketing and organised violence, the Girni Kam-
gar Union has been compelled to call off the textile strike un-
conditionally, which accordingly came to an end in October.
Nevertheless, the Union is still firmly established, based as it
is on the mill commitiees organised by the workers in the mills
themselves. The textile workers have been starved into surrender
for the moment, but their class spirit is unbroken.

New sirikes are breaking out in other parts of the country.
The tinplate workers of the Taka Company at Jamshedpur are
still on strike as solidly as ever, and the strike of the oil and
petrol workers in Calcutta has now lasted over two months.
These workers demand recognition of their union and a sub-
stantial increase in wages. The company has offered an insigni-
ficant wage increase which has been rejected by the men. In
Karachi, recently, the dock workers came out on strike and
boldly resisted the attempt to use strike-breakers against them.
As usual, the authorities quicklv had recourse to armed police
and savagely attacked the sirikers. Many smaller strikes are
faking place in various centres, and it is clear that the ferment
of industrial uprest is by no means subsiding.

The movement to boycott the Whitley Royal Commission on
Indian Labour, which arrived in India on October 11. has been
growing in strength. While the active leaders of the  working
class movement are in jail at Meerut. and workers on sirike are
being crushed by repressive legislation and police ferrorism.
it is impossible even for the reformist. elements to regard the
Commission as having come to assist Indian Labour. The Meerut
trial is the predominating issue which is causing important sec-
tions of the trade union movement fo decide to bovcott the Com-
mission. The Provincial Trade Union Federation of the United
Provinces, at a conference last September at which 6.000 people
were present. passed a resolution deciding to boycott the Com-
mission

“in view of the fact that the Whitley Commission was ap-

pointed at a time when the Meerut case was going on

acainst a number of labour leaders and has not been with-
drawn by the Government in spite of the repeated requests
af heowarkers.”?

A number of other labour organisations, such as ti %)
ers’ and Peasants’ Party, the Girni Kamgar Union. the 7
Indian Peninsula Railway Union, the Barabazar Laboar L1
the Bombay Port Trust Employees Union, the Bombay Tr:
waymen’s Union, etc. have decided to have nothing o &
the Commission.

The British “Manchester Guardian” in a leading - %
last August frankly exposed the real purpose of the W :-:
Commission. It declared:

“Experience of the past two years has shown z:
industrial workers in the biggest centres are pec. |
malleable material in the hands of unscrupulous Com='
organisers, and this is one of the circumstances which :
such importance to the recently appointed Commissi.c
Indian Labour.”

British imperialism, acting through the agency of the B-
Labour Government, is straining and striving to exorc: -
Communist specire. But do what it will, its measures fzil & -
intended effect. The Indian working class is advancing = -
heavy fire; but precisely the fact of its advance under thoe -
ditions makes it impossible to be stopped. The Indian rev.::
is gathering strength.

MacDonald’s Gallows and Knouti:

Palestine.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

“... From here you will be taken back to prison azd -~
to the place where you will be hanged by the neck unti} yoz .
dead. The High Commissioner will decide where you si1 :
buried. And God have ruercy on your soul.” Such is the -
passed in the name of the humane-socialist-pacifist-demo: .
progressive MacDonald Government upon three poor Arab !
sants, who were accused of taking part in the disturbas: !
Satied. It is the first sentence of a great number, for only 1<
portion of the trials have so far been concluded and alre:i:
assurance is given — in view of the:rising tide of Araber: "
ment — that no protest will prevent British “justice” fro7 &:
ting in Palestine as many gallows as possible.

But there is something peculiar about this “justice”. I -
of the numerous armoured cars, aircraft squadrons and 4.
noughts, which are maintaining order in the country. the ..
are the people, whom the whole of public opinion in Pz
tegard as solely to blame for the bloodshed. The accusers:
the British officers, who during the pogrom told the Jews ™
would be at hand “two minutes after they had been slaughe
And the wilnesses are people whom the Zionist Fascis: !
persvaded that the poor fellahin in the dock are solely res-
sible for the whole disaster. As a matter of fact, it is a que
of brutal, imperialist vengeance: MacDonald’s emissaries w1~
hide their own guilt and their own disgraceful acts behr:
forest of gallows with poor Arab peasants hanging on them

In view of the beginning of the bloody settlemen:. -
slowly dawning on the Arab masses who their real enem
They are beginning to understand how dastardly their le::
lied to them when they told them: “El Dola Maana (the goi:
ment is with us) and incited them against the Jews. Gro*
they are beginning to see through the game that has been p:
on them. and in similar measure the hatred of the masse
imperialisim is intensified. The leaders, who have long W
that the movement would die down. cannot help but fake =
step or other under the pressure of the masses; it is true
they tried to water down with semi-religious slogans the ¢
diose general strike, in which a hundred thousand participae:
October 10th; it is true that they took great care that the m
shonld not make a direct attack upon imperialism on that mo*:
tous dav; it is true that in regard to the imperialistic parlizr
tarv commission they displayed a pitiable irresolution — b
is clear that the mass movement is taking on a distincly &
imperialistic character. What the conservative Baldwin rei”
was not able to accomplish in five years has been achieve
scarcely two months by MacDonald’s gallows and knout.

It is no wonder that the excitement is continually [
wing. that in various corners of the country protest strikes -
demonstrations are breaking out spontaneously. No wonder !
everv Arab peasant, every worker is trying to sell whafever
has in order to buy arms. No wonder that the national moves
is snreading to wider and wider circles and extending to e’
bouring countries, 1

e et o
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No wonder that the slogans issued at the beginning by the
‘ommunist Party are now being echoed louder and louder. The
\rab executive committee, in which the bourgeois-feudal majority
s in favour of co-operation with the commission, is inundated
vith telegrams demanding the boycott of the comunission. The
reachery of the executive committee, its transition from the policy
{ non-co-operation to co-operation with the government (a tre-
chery, which the Communist Party was the first to discover and
tigimatise) is now being gradually recognised and critisised even
v enthusiastic supporters of the commitice. The workers also
nderstand now how necessary it is to organise for a political
ght (not only for an economic fight), and the activity of the
.orkers on their own initiative is increasing day by day.

As regards the peasantry, for whom the C.P. issued the
‘ogan: Take the land away from the big landowners and rich
‘ionists; do not pay any contributions; fight to the last against
mperialism — the embitterment among them against the govern-
nent is growing, and the attempts of the leaders to divert them
vith religious-national agitation is already meeting with some
esistance,

It should also be mentioned that a number of directives,
vhich up to the present have been used exclusively by the Com-
nenist Party, are also being used by the Zionist workers. For
n:iance, the leading writer of the trade-union paper “Davar”
nust now admit that Zionism has only strengthened Arab reac-
ion, but has brought nothing but sugi’ering to the Arabs, pea-
ants and students; Other leading Zionists demand — under the
pressure of the “transmutation of values” among the Jewish
nasses — concessions to the Arab parliamentary demand. sup-
wrt of the movement for freedom in other Arab countries, renun-
riation of the Balfour declaration, etc.

It will be seen that the preliminary conditions for a regrou-
nng of the relations of social forces, tor the leading role of the
vorkers and of the C.P. in the approaching stage of the anti-
miperialist fight are to hand. But this is, however, understood
mly too well by the colonial hangmen of MacDonald. Parti-
cularly because the actual state of affairs clearly confirms the
~ommunistic prognosis, because the radicalisation of the masses
hreatens in consequence of the events of the insurrection to deve-
op more rapidly than ever, the Communist Party must first of
dl be wiped out! MacDonald's police are working in concert
with the local section of the Il. International; this body (rein-
iorced by the rufifans from the so-called Leit PPoale-Zion Party)
is attending to the social agitation, the economic boycott of the
Communists, their exclusion from the trade unions.  The police
and justice “‘then complete” the work with mass arrests and mass
deportations.

Never before has the persecution of the revolutionary Labour
movement in Palestine been so intense. Never has the effort to
destroy completely the movement, which represents the interests
of the working Jewish and Arab masses. been so plain as during
the MacDonald-Henderson-Passfield epoch.
~Again, the prison regime in Palestine. with its methods of
inquisition, malireatment and floggings reminiscent of the Middle
Ages, has not changed one iota under MacDonald. Indeed, the
brutalities practised on the political prisoners have, on the con-
irary, become worse than ever and have forced more than forty
workers, interned in various prisons (chiefly in Jerusalem. Akko
and Haifa) to go on hunger strike. Although the demands made
are the most elementary: political regime, acceleration of trials
— they are still cynically refused.

Gallows, the knout, prison, torture of workers, murder and
bloodshed are the methods of the British “Labour” Government,
that bright ornament of the II. International, which is compelling
the Palestine working masses to fight against it, to take part in
a fight which is bound to gain sympathy and support from the
P;oletla_nan masses of Great Britain itself and of other capitalist
countries,

R T .

The treatment of India. Asia, and the subject races of
Africa by British Labour when in power. will be the acid test
whereby “history will judge us as a Democracy. Qur mission is
to prove to the world that without a catastrophic upheaval it is
possible by fair dealing. by treating each other as equals, to
transform an Imperialist Empire into a Commonwealth of Free
Nations,

p Georg Lansbury, in his Presidential Address to the Labour
arty Conference, Birmingham, October 1st, 1020,

Statement of the Arab Necretariat
of the League Against Imerialism.

In connection with the last Congress of the League at Frank-
fort and with its attitude during the last troubles in Palestine,
many statements and remarks were published in the press which
are not correct. We, therefore, have decided to publish the fol-
lowing statement:

1. The League Against Imperialism is not a “communist
branch” or an “agency of the Communist International”, The
truth is that the League Against Imperialism comiprises anti-
imperialist elements aiming at the national and social liberation
of the nations, without distinction of party, be they socialists,
communists, pacifists, syndicalists, national-revolutionaries or
belong to no party at all.

2. The attitude of the League towards the Arab countries
in general, and Palestine as part of them in particular, was
clearly defined during the Frankiort-Congress of the League.
This attitude rejects any national or religious chauvinism and
insists upon safeguarding the rights of every national or reli-
gious comnuuiity, and- is, in consequence, strictly opposed to
the excitation of national and religious hatred, condemning
every kind of national or religious collision. The masses ot
workers, peasants and intellectuals of many nations repre-
sented in the Leavue think, however, that the right to national
independence being an elementary right of the inhabitants of
Palestine and Transjordania cannot be denied to them. — as
it cannot be refused to India, Egypt, Syria or China. Thus, the
principal demand of the League is: establishment of an inde-
pendent union of Arab republics composed of all countries
where the majority of the population are Arabs, — abolishment
of all imperialist mandates or protectorates over those countrics.

3. 1t is an error to assume that the League — or the ex-
tremist Arab national-revolutionaries participating in it — are
apposed to Zionism because it has introduced (as the Zionists
argue) culture into the country, has built colonies, schools etc.
The anms of the League are as far froin any reactionary attitude,
from any opposition to progress, as they are from any justi-
fication of feudal oppression or exploitation of the workiny
class by a rich minority,

The canse of the League's struggle against Zionism is the
tac: that Zionism is the instrument by which the justified
2mand of the Arab masses for independence is rejecied, the
Balfour Declaration being the base of the British Mandate
which is contrarv to the principle of “seli-determination” of
the country’s inhabitants. A further cause is, that Zionism. while
adding to the wealih of a small section of the native population. i. e.
the big landlords who are selling their plots ‘to the Zionists for
miilions of pounds. destroys completely the economic position
ci the great majority of the native population, especially of
the Fellahs who are driven from the soil which they owned for
generations. Another cause is that Zionism created an abyss
betwzen the Jewish and the Arab workers, founding a national
Jewish labour association (where no Arab worker is admit-
ted as member with equal rights) which asks for “Jewish la-
botir to 100%”: the cause is, finally, that throucsh the activities
of Zionism, which is closely connected with the British man-
dafe, the economic. social and cultural progress of the country
is hindered. while the national antaconism created bv a decla-
ration which promised the establishment of a national hoine
for one nation in a country alreadv occupied by another without
consulting its inhabitants, but by application of an outside
force. is fatal to the peace of the countrv and shakes the stabi-
lity of its development.

The League therefore considers the struggle acainst impe-
rialism as inseparable from the struggle against Zionism. and
secs a possibilitv of an alliance between the Jewish and the
Arab masses only on the base of this common struggle.

4. At the same time the League rejects the point of view
according to which an abolishment of the Balicur Declaration
is possible while the mandate and British imperialism remain.
Only the fnll indenendence of the countrv within an independent
union of Arab countries is the aim of the League. “Palestine
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lor ithe Palestinians”, “The Arab countries for the Arabs” are
the slogans.

5. Hamdi effendi Husseini, the League’s Secretary for the
Arab countries, wzs arrested by the authorities on August 27,
because of his courageous opposition to national and religious
strife, when the national and religious excitation reached their cul-
mination; he proclaimed the necessity to employ all power
for the struggle for full independence of the country. This was
emphasized also in the mass meetings of the League abroad
and in its publications. Thus it was proved clearly that the

League has nothing in common with any reactionary movement.

6. The League believes that every honest inhabitant of Pa-
lestine —Arab or Jew — who is truly against imperialism
and imperialist methods, and who wants peace and fraternity
between the toiling masses of the two nations, who supports
development and progress in this country —— must agree with
the programme of the League and join its ranks.

Jaifa, October 15th 1929.

The Movement for Independence of
the Philippines from U. S.
Imperialism.

By Harry Gannes (Chicago).

Soon there will come to Washington another Independence
Commi-sion from the Philippine Islands. Since United States
imperialism established its rule in the Philippines this has been
a regular gesture on the part of the petty bourgeois politicians
in the islands. The present Commission is headed by Quezon.

The masses of the Philippine people want independence from
American imperialism. One of the main requisites for the success
of a politician is that_he espouse the cause of freedom from
American capitalism. Both major political parties declare in
their programme that they “demand immediate, absolute and
complete independence® from the United States.

At dirst the fight on the part of the petty bourgeois politi-
cians had a certain militancy about it. However, in recent years
the Philippine political leaders_have openly betrayed the inde-
pendence movement. When Governor-General Wood became
tnaster of the islands on behalf of Wall Street, he overlooked the
necessity of completely winning over these politicians in order
{0 tmislead the masses. As a result, they hali-heartedly resisted
his encroachments. They appealed to President Collidge against
Wood's domination. But Coolidge very politely informed Senaltor
Roxas thal General Wood's policy had the sanction of the United
Slates government,

Wood was followed bv Col. Stimsom, now Secretary of
State. under Hoover. Stimson was given the job as Governor-
General of the Philippines because of his success in bribing
Moncada in Nicaragua and for his work in the defeat of the
revolutionary Sandino movement. The Filipino politicians hailed
Syimson as a conquering hero and promised him full cooperation.

Quimeon made a speech forcasting his policy. it was an open
imperialist declaration: more United States capital 1o be invested
in the DPhilippines; greater economic development by Wall Street;
no independence; permanent U.S. retention of the Islands, and
a comtinuation of General Wood's policy of political and eco-
nemic domination, but with one difierence. the native petty bour-
geois politicians would be drawn into active co-operation; they
“ould be treated as advisers in the exploitation of the masses.
This was swallowed whole-heartedly by Quezon, Roxas, Osmena,
ete. Only one voice was raised in opposition, that of the Filipino
represemtative in the United States House of Representatives.
Gabaldon. In a final speech in Congress. Giabaldon protested
mildiv against further United Siates imperialist encroachment
and insisted on the right of the Filipino bourgeoisie to exploil
their own masses. He did not object to American imperialism's
comtinued investments, but he did think that Washington ought
to grant the Philippines independence as solemnly promised by
a United States in the Jones Law. When Gabaldon returned

Ne

for election as a Senator, his own party betrayed him iar dar o

to raise his voice against the conciliationist policy of tae -

ding politicians.

nited States imperialism, with the aid of the leaders -
the “independence” movement, is riveting its hold on thes: -
portant outposts in the Pacific. The Philippines, the large:

the United States colonies, is the spearhead of Wail Streel 7

tration into the British and Japanese markets in the oriem

These large, straggling islands, 700 miles from the ¢:-
of China, bring right to the door of Japanese and Brinsh -
perialism 700,085 square miles of United States territory v
a population of eleven million people. In American war prepe
tions, the Philippimes occupy a prominent place. The jortic
of the Philippines is second in importance 10 the militarisaua”
the Panama area.

Ninety per cent of the population is agricultural. X

farms prevail. The land laws limit estates to 2,500 acres. Az
can rubber trusts are now forcing a change in the land L1

permit them to acquire millions of acres for rubber gru. .

purposes, and in this they will get the support of the polit.c.
Governor-General Davis, who succeeds Stimson, 18 assured o
cooperation in the interest of American capitalism.

Industry is mainly American controlled. Trade wiiz"
Philippines grows by leaps and bounds. The lack of 1ariff he".
between the {wo countries favours commerce, and the Pl
bourgeoisie whenever it surreptitiously mentions independ: -
is threatened with an imposition of tariff restrictions.

The only serious independence movement can cowe
the working and peasant masses who have consistently &
against United States imperialism.

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET UNION

|

'
!

A New Threat to the Soviet Unien. .

Danzig as a Naval Base in the Anti-Soviet War.
By A.

Two reports, which have “chanced” to appear in the '
at the same {ime, should receive due attention from the i’
national working class, and before all from the proletar.z:
Germany and Doland, as they signalise the war diis
threttening the Soviet Union. While the seat of the Ger=:
Naval Command is being transferred from .Wilhelmshaver
Kiel, Polish imperialism is proceeding to complete the stri:
occupation of the mouth of the Vistula lying in the area of v
“free state” of Danzig.

Ever since it was founded the Polish State has been reg:’-
occupying the position of an outpost of the anti-Soviet fron’. |
political, financial and military support accorded Poland, a1 "
by France. and later particularly by England, was in ;})‘ursul
of the aim of systematically equipping Poland as the '’

. of the Baltic bloc of vassal states of imperialism against

Soviet Union.

Poland’s expenditure for military purposes accouniet
1929 for 41.3 per cent. of the fotal budget! The regular ar
which, it is true, is faced with the danger of disintegration’
unbridreable national and class antagonisms, nevertheless, "
as its equipment is concernad, leaves nothing to be desire]
has increased from 205,000 men in 1927 to 300,000 at the pre”’
time. In addition there are the military fascist and social-fas
(P. P. S. and B. B. S.) associations with 1,300,000 trained -
qualified members. Poland can, therefore, immediately after 3
bilisation place 1,000,000 men in the field. Poland possesse
all over 60 tanks. 10 armoured trains and 1500 to 1,600
planes, and is capable of turning out in ils own works 40 3¢
planes a month. The aerodromes are situated in the neightx:”
hood of the Soviet Russian frontier. Pilsudski’'s naval [
grammie envisages the construction of three cruisers, six light»
twelve squadron mine-layers, twelve submarines and thir:~
<maller mine-layers. Danzig and Gdynia are to be the base ¢!

fleet.
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In the preparations for the crusade against the Soviet Union
very imporiant and prominent part is to be Flagzed by the
‘e siate of Danzig. When, by the Paris treaty ot 1921, Poland
as entrusted with the “protection of Danzig in the event of
ar”, it meant in other words that she was charged with the
nstruction of the Baltic point of support of the anti-Soviet
>nt. After Danzig had been roped in and the railways delivered
‘er to Poland a halt was not made with the guaranteeing of
cess to the Baltic. Simultaneously with the building of armoured
uisers by the Miiller-Hilferding Government in Germany and
e cnormously increased armaments of Pilsudski. the Wrster-
atte, by a treaty concluded by the Danzig coalition Senate,
as delivered over, extended and developed in order to serve
. an unloading, storage and despatching centre for munitions
r lPoland coming from England and France. The Polish fleet
as given the free rith to use the harbour at any time.
anzig is thereby finallv destined to be a naval base for all
oops engaged in fighting against the Soviet Union.

The imperialists have thus fixed on Danzig as the basis of
teir war operations against the Soviet Union. At the same time,
pwever, they also reckon that the German bourgeoisie and the
rmoured cruviser democracy will raise no objection to the pas-
ige of anti-Soviet troops through German territory. The ex-
eriences of 1021, when the Danzig workers carried out in
ractice the slogan of “Hands off Soviet Russia!” by placing an
mbargo on the transport of arms and munitions for Pilsu-ski,
ave induced the warmongers to secure another military port in
ddition to Danzig. Thus the Frankfurter Zeitung of 25th Oc-
ober last wrole:

“Transvort via Gdvnia is o be kept in view as the
relativelv (!) safest way. which in the given case could pro-
ceed under the protection of light cruisers and submarines.”

These open war measures on the part of the imperialists
vere sealed this snring by the apnoinfment of the notorious
hief of the General Staff of the anti-Soviet armies, Le Rond,
o the position of General Director of the Danzig dock. Danzig
1as therebv become not onlv the centre of the gigantic espionage
ipparatus. but also the residence of the military commander of
he anti-Soviet forces.

The measvres which in part are planned and in part have
wen already carried out are intended to comnlete the militarisa-
ion of Danzig. The whole of the lower region of the Vistula is
o be develoned into a gigantic land and naval fortress The
nouth of the Vistula is to be occupied bv Po'and. Bv means
f dredging onerations the Vistula is fo be rendered navigable
ior warships as far as Dirschau, at which place a new Polish
military port is to be built.

_ The Polish social imnerialists. who are the most fierce and
bitter enemies of the Workers’ and Peasants’ State, will welcome
:he§e new war measures.

. In the carrving out of the nolicv of “Western oriemation”,
i. e. of joining the imperialist holv alliance against Communism.
the German armoured-cruiser “socialists” will increase s‘ill
further their incitement and active war prenmarations against the
masses of the Workers’ and DPeasants’ State who are success-
lully carrving out the task of building up Socialism.

The Danzig social fascists, in their role of “barrier against
Bolshaviam”  will continue to 4o evervthing in order to suonort
the prenarations for the crusade against the Soviet Union. The
more nressinelv urgent, therefore. becomes the duty of the inter-
natinnal working class to stav the arm of Le Rond, Pilsudski,
Miiller and the Danzig social fascists and to thwart their
Pernicious plans,

_ Under the leadership of the Communist Party the proletariat
will do everything in order to prevent the attack on the Soviet
nion,

Adiyg revolutionarv war against the warmongers — the
urgeoisie and the social-fascists!

Comversion of imperialist war into civil war!

THE WHITE TERROR

The Martyr Death of Alexander
Léwy.
By Weltner.

The hunger.strike in the Horthy prisons was carried on
for a week, For a week hundreds of Communist prisoners were
subjected to the most diabolical torture in order to compel
them to abandon the hunger strike.

All in vain!

The Hungarian Communists, who had already often furni-
shed heroic examples of contempt of death, on this occasion.
too, bore themselves bravely in face of all the cruelties of the
Bethlen jailers. Then the class rule of the hangmen played
its last card. It proceeded deliberately to murder the strike
leaders in order to st:ike fear into the hearts of the Communisis.

Alexander Lowy, the heroic leader of the Hungarian Young
Communist League, was murdered in the most bestial manner
in the Vacz prison under the pretext of being “artificially ied".

They thought that they would thereby intimidate the Com-
munists; but theK made a great mistake, for the Communists.
as soon as they heard the news of this shameful act of murder,
continued the fight with increased zeal and firmness and with
still greater endurance.

Cur Comrade Lowy fell in this battle. Fighting up to his
last breath, in the same way as he had devoted the whole ol
his valuable young life to the fight against the bourgeoisia.

He came from a poor petty bourgeois family. He lost his
mother at an early age; his father, a religious man, attempted
with the most brutal means to bring him UE in a conservative
religious spirit. The bright youngster, who had passed through
the difficult and painful years of the war and the revolution,
soon revolted against the paternal yoke. At the age of 12 years
he left his father’s house, became an apprentice in a leather
business and commenced the hard life of a proletarian child.
He soon came to Kaschau, where he changed his occupation
and worked in a bakery. Here the storm of the revolution
reached the clever, enthusiastic child, who had already become
praclically acquainted with the cruel lash of capital. Although
yet little more than a child, he took up with unbounded enthu-
siasm the revolutionary Communist ideas, which found in him
a fruitful soil. He was one of those few who after the over-
throw of the proletarian dictatorship remained faithful to their
convictions with undiminished enthusiasm. He was not yet 10
years old when he was imprisoned as one of the chief accused
in connection with the lglau putsch. In’ prison he was one of
the most courageous; during the hunger strike the heroic
youth struck for 12 days along with his adult fellow-prisoners.
On his release from prison, he worked unweariedly as the
district secretary of the Youth League until the end of 1025,
when the Czech bourgeoisie again sentenced him to 6 months’
imprisonment. He fled from the country.

He studied for a few months in Berlin, then in Vienna, and
after passing through the foreign agitators school of the C. .
of Hungary became one of the most gifted and best educated
members of the Communist Youth. He then voluntarily applied
for work in the illegal C.P. of Hungary. He proceeded iile-
gally to Budapest, took up the threads which had been dropped
on the arrest of Rakosi and Weinberger, and organised within

. the confines of the Hungarian Socialist Labour Party a big legal

mass movement of the young workers. He laid the foundation
for the illegal Young Communist League and extended the or-
ganisation of the Young Communist League of Hungary. As
secretary of this League he was arrested in 1927 along with
Comrade Zoltin Szanto.

At the police headquarters he displayed an unshakable
disregard of death; as a true bolshevik leader he did not betray
a word with regard to his fellow-workers or the organisations
of the C. P. of Hungary, in spite of blpody tortures which were
continued for three nights,

The behaviour of our Comrade Alexander Loéwy, this cour-
ageous young revolutionary before the bourgeois police and
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bourgeois judgs ‘will ‘for-ever serve the -Commminists as a
shining example, -

He was sentenced to 3!/y years’ imprisonment. In -prison he
devoted every free minute to study. He prepared himself in order
immediately after his release to take his pface again in the fight
against the class enemy, whom he fanatically hated in a way
only those great revolutionaries who love their class more than
their own lives know how to hate. In prison Léwy was among
the first who fought for human treatment.

Thus he took part in the present hunger strike, in which
he distinguished himself by his heroic courage. For this reason
the jailers vented their rage first on him. For this reason they
put an end to his valuable young life. But our Comrade Lowy

has not died in vain, for his spirit lives on in the continued

action of the proletariat.

The Young Communist League of Hungary and the Com-
munist Party of Hungary lower their draped red banner before
their great dead — the memory of the militant life and work of
this exemplary Communist is enshrined not only in the great
heart of ﬂrl)e Party but also in that of the whole working class.

The Bethlen system, based on the brotherly union of the
fascist robbers, big capital and the social traitors, is able to
secure its rule for yet a while by bloodily crushing the ever.
giowing Communist movement, But the miserable bourgeoisie
is deceiving itself. For the Communist movement in Hungary
can no longer be stifled, no matter how many comrades the
bourgeoisie imprisons and murders. This movement is marching

uninterruptedly forwards; it is growing; it is developing in .

order to realise the second, the glorious and unvanquishable
proletarian dictatorship.

It was in this fight that our Comrade Lowy fell.

The hunger strike is only an episode — a heroic episode
— in this fight.

The heroic action of our Communist Comrades will serve
to sustain the Hungarian proletariat, the proletariat of the whole
world until it attains final victory,

The wo kers of Hungary and of the whole world will
prevent the Hungarian bourgeoisie from murdering still further
victims after our heroic and beloved martyr Alexander Lowy.

VYerdiet of the Labour Jury in
Gastonia Clas« War Case.

The following report of the Verdict of the working-class
jury, elected at the Cleveland Convention of the Trade Union
Unity League to examine and makes its pronouncement on
the Gastonia case from the workers’ standpoint, is taken
from the “Daily Worker” of October 22nd, last.

We, the labour jury, find the defendants mot guilty of con-
spiracy to commit murder, as charged by the state. We find that
the seven defendants and other members of the union residing
in the tent colony at Gastonia on the night of June 7 fulfilled
their duty to the working class by defending themselves against
the murderous attack of the tools of mill owners, Chiel of Police
Aderholt and his associated thugs and gunmen.-

We find, on the other hand, that the governor of North
Carolina, C. Max Gardner, himself a mill owner and exploiter of
men. women and children, is the leading figure in a conspiracy
to destroy. through legal terror and fascist violence, every at-
tempt of the working class to create a militant organisation to
ticht against the horrible conditions prevailing in the newly
industrialised South. We find that Gardner, using the whole
power of the state as a tool of the mill bosses to keep the work-
ers enslaved, has as his principal associates in the conspiracy
legally to lynch the active leaders of the sirike or to shut them
up in prison where thev would rot awayv their lives. such people
as Judge M. V. Barnhill, Solicitor Carpenter, Claude Hoey and
a horde of special lawvers of the Manville-lenckes corporation.
Carnenter. the prosecuting attornev, alternately appeared during
the long conflict in and around Gastonia, in the role of fascist
gang leader and prosecutor.

In finding Governor Qardner, Judge Barnhill, Soliciur G- !
penter, the Manville-Jenckes Comipany, in short the entire a:s
of mill owners and their state officials and legal flunkeys goir. -
we indict the whole capitalist class and will pillory them be-:
the lworking class throughout the United States and the e
world.

One of the principal illusions of the legal system i
United States is that every man is entitled to a trial by 1 &
of his peers, If our brothers who faced trial in Charloue -
been tried by a jury of their peers it would have been a 11,
jury, a jury of workers who understood the nature of -
struggle and of labour’s struggle in general. It is the purpo:
the state in such cases not to secure a jury of peers of defer a-
but to secure a mercenary, servile jury that will convict rega:
less of the evidence presented. From the first day of our arr..

e |
|

we were subjected to all sorts of threats and a veritable camr .

of incitement to lynching launched by the mill owners’ press. 1~
composition of the jury itself was a smashing blow agains
race prejudices that the employing class of the South trie
foster in order to keep Negro and white workers dividec i
two camps, thereby siriving fo prevent their united class ax-
against industrial slavery. There were two Negroes on the -
and as soon as we entered the court room the court atteni.-
tried to divide the jury by forcing the Negro members to s.
the “jim crow” gallery. But we-refused to be divided and =3~
whole jury was “jim crowed”.

The Gastonia case was one of class against class. The fir
must and will continue, not only until these workers are zI' ~
free, but the workers must wage a direst fight against the wx:
system of cavoitalist exploitation and tfyranny untii the i~
comes that. instead of the workers appearing in canitalist c
before the Barnhills and their ilk, the situation will be rever«
and the mill owners. the Gardners, the Carpenters and the w"
array of consoirators to murder and enslave the working -
will ‘appear before working class tribunals to answer for 'x
crimes against us.

Hubert Carroll
Ida Simons

Daisy MacDonald
E. P. Cush, Foreman
Wes Williams
Charles Surmmmney
Taylor Shytle
Charles Frank
Joe Golden

Sol Harper

Leo Hoffbauer
Henry Buckley.

THE BALKANS

The Position in Yugoslavia and
the C. P.
By B. Boshkovitch.

Both economically and politically, all symoptoms po~
towards the enirance of Yugoslavia into a period of gre
convulsions, a period of mass movements on the part of
proletariat, the peasantry, and the onpressed nationalities aga:™

- the military-Fascist dictatorship. The situation in Yugosin:

fully and wholly confirms the prognosis of the 10th Plenum *
the' E. C. C. L., which established the. fact of a growing ¢
velopment of the revolutionary movement.

The most imporiant measure for a “restoration” of &~
nomy was to have consisted in a great foreign loan. But **
foreign bankers did not support the Government of Gener-
Zivkovitch, The failure of a foreign loan is forcing the Belgra:
dictators to increase the State budget and to impose new taxe:
which only tend to aggravate the crisis.

The proclamation of Yugoslavia in the place of the King:
dom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes and the division of 1™
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1try info ten banovinas have, far from’solving the national
stion, only tended fo accentuate the political crisis. The
ed of the Macedonian, Croation, Bosnian, Albanian, and
1tenegrin masses for the hegemony of the Qreat-Serbs was
:r so violent before. The Yugoslavian State threatens to break
at any moment.

The serious economic, financial, and political crisis cannot
v in consolidating the international position of Fascist Yugo-
in. By means of secret military treaties with Roumania and
choslovakia and a close military alliance with Poland, Ge-
11 Zivkovitch has endeavoured to strengthen the international
ition of his country. But even thus the murderous band of
ators could not succeed in procuring a foreign loan.

The hopeless position of the military-Fascist dictators causes

n on the one hand lo increase their barbaric regime of
or and on the other hand to seek salvation in military
entures. They now constilute one of the main factors makinz
war in Europe. King Alexander publicly received General
tepov, head of the White Guards. A troop of Wrangel’s
erents, expelled from Brussels, have been welcomed at
grade.

In view of the growing difficulties and contradictions of
cist stabilisation, the radicalisation of the masses is assuming
st revolutionary forms. This transition is reflected in a
nber of strikes, most of which were brought about by wage
putes, In some of the factories, the workers struck out of
idarity with their discharged comrades. This strike wave
. also carried with it masses of unorganised workers, hitherto
side the actual class struggle. The strikes of August 1st at
-ajevo and Drvar speak of the coming change of the struggle
m an economic to a political basis.

The profound revolutionary fermentation among the work-
r masses of the peasantery has also extended to the rural
tricts of Yugoslavia as is proved by the demonstrations and
» armed resistance of Serbian peasants to the police in
nection with the pavment of taxes, by the demands of the
asantry in Dalmatia to be released from usurious indebtedness,

the neasant agitation in Slovenia for the new distribution
the forest-land. by the increase of the partisan troons in
rbia, and by the searches and arrests made in the villages

account of the distribution of illegal pronaganda matter of

» C. P. of Yugoslavia before the 1st of May and the ist of
igust, respectively. The militarv-Fascist dictators attemnt in
in fo suooress this movement by means of severe reprisals.
eir terrorism only serves to accelerate the process of a
owing revolutionary situation.

The growth of this situation is also manifested by the ma-
riallv increased influence of the C. P. of Yugoslavia on the
srking masses. regardless of the terrorism experienced day by
Yy in the most violent form.

At the end of October, the enlarged Plenum of the C. C. of
e C. P. of Yugoslavia met to analyse the changes in the
dlitical and economic situation of the countrv during the last
n months and fo formulate the tasks of the Party accordingly.
i establishing the fact of the growing revolutionary develop-
ent. the Plenum declared the foremost task to be that of a
dlitical mobilisation of the proletariat, the neasantrv. the sup-
ressed nationalities. and the poor of the cities and their or-
anisation by our united-front oreans for a revolutionary over-
row of the military-Fascist dictatorshin. The Plenum pointed
nt that the presvmntion for the realisation of this task lay in
aining the maioritv of the working class. in the consolidation of
roletarian hegemony and of the leadershin of the C. P. Y. in
le revolutionarv peasant movement and the movement of na-
onal emancipation.
. The Plenum fully approved all the resolutions of the 10th
. C. C. 1. plenum and recognised the necessitv of purging the
arty of all onnortunist renegades and other liquidationary ele-
ten's, especially from the Right. Therefore, the Plenum pro-
ceded to expel from the Partv a comrade who was the main
enresemfative of all liavidationarv and onnortunist elemenis
n1 also of those comrades who had negotiated with organs
of the Gavernment as to the re-onmening of the independent trade
'mons.  Furthermore, the DPlenum confronted the conciliators
Vith an ylfimatum. calline upon them to ioin the Party in a
lecided and relentless action against the Right, in defauli of
vhich the Partv would be oblived to raise the question of their
urther membership of the C. P. of Yugoslavia.

At the present time, a ‘time of ‘growing revolutionary de-
velopment, when the Party is faced with the prospect of an
armed rising of the ‘workers and peasans, it must fight
strenuously against the Right deviations. Therefore the TDarty
is determined to carry on to the finish its struggle against the
danger threatening it from the Right. g

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
SOVIET UIIION

Niberia’s New Ocean Harbour.
By Otto Heller.

The Kara expedition, which has carried out regular jour-
neys with icebreakers and steamships to the mouths of the
rivers Ob, and Yenisei, was successfully concluded in the middle
of Ocober. The expeditions formerly bore a certain experimen-
tal character, bul ihe great expedition this year bore all the
marks of a regular shipping undertaking with a fixed time-table
and all those arrangements which characterise normal shipping.
The cenlury old idea of reaching the Norih Coast ol Asia ironi
Europe by the Sea has now been carried out after innumerable
altempts, heavy sacrifices and numerous successes, Siberia, which
was termed by Nansen in 1913 as the mysterious country of the
future, is now living in the present and experiencing tremendous
things. Where once the brave seamen sailed into the unknown,
there are now modern signals, radio stations and aufomatic
buoys, where the Tunguse fed his reindeer only a few months
ago, nydraulic rams are now at work. Electric lamps illuminate
the landscape at night, customs officials and controllers demand
passes and produce a mysterious siamp with the inscription
“Port Igarka”.

Since June, 1929, Siberia has possessed a regular ocean
harbour: Port Igarka. Siberia has become a maritime country.
Twentysix ships with a registered tonnage of 83,628 reached
Siberia this year, 12 ships going to the Ob and 15 going to

- the Yenisei, A year before only six ships sailed for Siberia,

hardly mmore than a year ago the Sea of Kara was considered
‘o be unnavigable, But the proof is now there. Large fleets can
sail through the Arctic Ocean to Siberia. It is only a technical
question of the icebreaking and radio service, the preparation
of charts and the protection of the coastal service and the num-
ber of ships can then be tremendously increased. The expedition
which was led this year by the icebreaker “Krassin” and which
worked for the first time with the sysiematic support of a hydro-
plane piloted by the famous Russian airman Tchuchnovsky, took
place without any serious mishap. The time-table of the great
fleet was adhered to almost completely. In the rivers, how-
ever, there was a not unimportant delay. The river flotillas
which carried the export commodities from the Trans-Siberian
Railway to the depots, suffered this year from bad = weather
conditions which held them up for days, particularly on the
Yenisei, and prevented them from passing the ranids. They also
suffered a number of misfortunes. On the river Yenisei a great
barge with valuable export timber was burned to the water’s
edge. Despite all these things, however, self-sacrificing work
succeeded in concluding the expedition in good time and all the
river and ocean going vessels left the Arctic coastal district be-
fore the commencement of the ice period.

The Kara expedition is intended fo onen up Siberia for the
export trade. The wealth of Siberia, which has been systemati-
cally explored only in recent years, and even then only to a
small extent, can only be transported to any great extent by
water. The Kara expcdition aims at exporting these valuable
commodities which are so difficult to transport They are mostly
timber and graphite, In the next few years fish and meat con-
serves will also be exnorted. These conserves will be manu-
factured in new faclories at the mouths of the two rivers. The
turn-over this year was 77.200 tons as against 29023 tons last
year. Imports grew from 11.200 {ons last year to 13200 tons
this vear. whilst exrorts grew from 16,733 tons to 64.000 tons.
An idea of the significance of the Kara expedition can be oh-
tained when one remembers that the Yenisei alone is capable
of providing 5,000,000 cubic metres of export timber annuxilv.



1362

lnterﬁational Press Correspondence

The opening up of Siberia will be considerably influenced
by the Kara expedition. Wonders hardly take place in the world
to-day, but they stil take place in Siberia. The new harbour
Port Igarka, 69.40 degrees, Northern latitude on the right bank
of the Yenisei, offers shelter to 50 large ships. The harbour is
about 400 kilometres south of the river mouth. Only at the end
of May this year did the work commence to make the district
usable. Two provisional quays will be replaced next year by
four moles. A sawmill with four frames will cut the logs borne
down by the river and a graphite factory will grind the Ku-
reika graphite. 1t is also planned to build a factory for veneer
wood. In the spring a reindeer meat packing factory will be
built and will work for the export trade, A power station will
also be built in Port Igarka despite great difficulties. This win-
ter 300 workers will remain in Port Igarka, and according to
the five-year plan the port will have 10,000 inhabitants,” club
buildings, schools, a hospilal, a metereological and a radio
station, This town will be stamped out of the primeval ground
on the coast of the Arctic. Further to the North, a commence-
ment is being made fo open up the tremendous coal minas.
Platinum, ccpper, cobalt and a numbér of other precious metals
are also there. Near Dudinsk these treasures can be seen in the
curface of the grourd. Next spring 300 workers will commence
to erect lactory buildings near Dudinsk and the basis for a rail-
way has already been laid. And all this in the eternal ice!

Two timber faclories will be erected on the Yenisei, a great
timber factory will be erected on the Ob, and a great paner
factory near Novosibirsk (the paper will be produced according
to a new process from the water plants of the Siberian rivers),
which will work for the export trade. At the mouth of the Ob
this year unloading was done withoul a harbour near Noviport.
Next year one*of {our projects will be chosen and then a har-
bour will be built at the mouth of the Ob. In May next year
Tchuchnovsky will take un the charting work again. In adi-
lion to the old wireless stations on Novaya Semlya and on Vai-
gaich Island. three new great stations are {o be erected on White

Island, on the Taimyr Peninsula and on the North Cape of

Novava Zemlya. The original inhabitants of Northern- Siberia,
the Samoyedes, the Tungusians, the Uraks and the Dolganians
will not be neglected by this tremendous procress. Schools.
doctors and teachers are already to be found in the tundra and
the taiga. The plan of the Soviet Government is to release
streams of minerals, furs, wood. meat and fish in tremenous
quantities into the economic system of the West and this plan
will be carried out,

The Latest Socialist Soviet
Republie.

Letter from Tadshikistan.
By Leo Gottiried, Stalinabad.

Even to the public of the Soviet Union little or nothing is
yet known concerning the recent proclamation of the latest in-
dependent Federal Republic of the Soviet Union, Tadshikistan.
Many people have very curious ideas concerning this most inter-
esting country, whose frontiers border on China and Afghanistan
for thousands of miles. Very few know that the Soviet-Pamir
belongs as an aulonomous district to the Republic of Tadshi-
kistan and is one of its seven districts. Very few know that in
Tadshikistan- the ferritory of the Soviet Union approaches very
near to the sphere of power of the King of England, to British
India. Finally, few know that Nothern India from Chatral and
Gilgita up to Peshawar is a territory of the Parsee language,
that the same language is spoken by the peoples of Afghanistan
and DPersia, that the Parsee language i also the language of
the inhabitants of Tadshikistan.

The Soviet Republic of Tadshikistan, a district which up to
the present has been unknown and unexploited country, already
has a railway.

It was only at the beginning of 1926 that the remainder of
the bands of Enver Pasha, Ibrahim Bey and Fusail Maksum
were destroyed and the work of reconstruction of the ruined
cconomy begun. Now, after a lapse of scarcely four years, tre-
mendous progress can be recorded. This progress can be seen
from the following few figures; in 1924/25 there was only 66,000
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hectares of land under the plough, while in 1927 there =

121,000 hectares, in 1928 160,000 hectares, in 1928:29 2iij..
hectares and next year there will probably be 240.000 hecar:
During the same period the area under cotton has incis:
from 2000 to about 60,000 hectares. At the end of the Eve
plan, namely, in three years’ time, 200,000 heciares w.i =
planted with cotton in Tadshikistan. It is, therefore, no ix:
a gradual growth but a rapid advance of the couniry i

spheres.

Whereas in pre-war times the native cotton was cniii:
with very little profit, the fields in Tadshikistan are now p:
with American and even Egyptian cotton plants with long -
fibres. Ine buyers are 10 longer specwating big dzasers -
employees of some capitalist or other, but the State, which g
credits in cash, grain, manures and agricultural machiners. -

In addition to the 225 kilometre-long railway between Tc~
and Sialinabad (formerly Djushambe), 500 kilcmetras cf ;. *
roads and country roads has been built, also 12 hospitat: =i
€0 clinics for outdoor patients, which in the past yer . !
treated 160,000 patients out of a population of one mmilo:

Tadshikistan is a country of the sharpest contras:. .-
sees there caravans of camels trudging along and long-&i-.
motor-buses flitting by them. The “Pravda Wostoka™, wh.-
published in Tadshikistan, is sent by aeroplane thouszn:
kilometres into the interior of the country, and, at the samz '~
leisurely teams of oxen are to be seen in the immediaie o
bourhood of the towns, labouriously drawing antediiu:izz
hicles on sleigh runners admist clouds of dust, the vehicles ;
high with sheaves of grain.

Superstition, the influence of the clergy, illiteracy, the ¢
alest imaginable comfrasts in the economic structure, in s !
life and also in the climatic conditions rendered and still r:r. 1
extremely difficult the conversion of Tadshikistan into a S>= '
Soviet Republic that shall serve as a model for the toter: !
neighbouring countries. ‘

|
1

While in July the thermometer in Stalinabad (Djushi
registered 70 to 80 degrees centigrade of heat, at the sam: -
the writer of these lines and the chairman of the Centrai.:" :
mittee of Tadshikistan got into a regular snow storm = ~
ggi[ihll)ourhood of the Indian frontier in the district of L -

rkul.

In Sarai-Kamar (right on the Afghanistan frontier) there -
Egy~tian cotton plantaions, and in Wachan (Pamir) it is ha2
ssible to grow mulberry trees, whose leaves serve as i :
or sitkworms, In Kangurt and Hisar the grain is threshel
July, while in districts which are only a few hundred «-
away the harvest is not gathered before September. I3 : |
eastern poriion of Pamir shortage of bread is unknown. %~ !
in the western portion a harvest which keeps the popul®
from starvation for six or seven months is regarded as -
cularly abundant and rare. In the fruitful disfrict of Ura-T:
a pound of luscious grapes costs less than a halipenny.

Precious rubies, iron, lead, gold, coal and naphtha are -
fo be found in this wonderful land of natural wealth. Hunc~
of thousands of head of cattle graze in tremendous pa
lands, along with the pride of Tadshikistan, the Hisar si=
which is known even in America. In the river valleys there: @
hundreds of thousands of acres of ground suitable for the =
vation of American and Egyptian cotton. The slopes of = |
extinct volcanos make excellent ground for the plantiny !
wheat, thousands of waggon leads of which could be sen
the cotton districts of Tadshikistan and Central Asia.

All achievements (irrigation, reconstruction of agricuis
modernisation of the means of transport, imporiation of i 1
cultural machinery and implements, etc.) are the result of - ‘
huge investments made by the proletariat of the Soviet Lr '
Within the last four years about 90 million roubles have b
invested in the economy of Tadshikistan, apart form the me
earmarked for the budget of the current year. !

In 1926 the budget of the Republic of Tadshikistan ame.
ted to 3.5 million roubles. To-day, in 1929, the budget amou’
to 40 million. Under no other system than that of the dt
torship of the proletariat, which is striving to eliminate -
difierences in development between the progressive disir”
of the Soviet Union and the former Tsarist colonies, wh-
have been converted into autonomous and independent re:
blics, is a national policy of this kind and investment to '
extent possible. ~
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In 1924 the fight of the native peasants in comjunciion
h the Red Army against the feudal landowners was still
ing. The ruined economy, the shortage of men for the cul-
al development at that time induced Tadshikistan to join
bekistan as an autonomous republic. Now, however, that
economy has been restored, that in the coming year 100,000
tares of land is to be planted with cotton, a further 50,000
‘tares is to be irrigated and grain is to be sown to an
ent of more than 500,000 hectares, Tadshikistan, at the
sh of the ‘workers, has been directly incorporated in the
ion as the seventh indevenient Feleral Republic. This cir-
nstance may accelerate still further the work of transforming
dshikistan into a model Soviet Republic for the millions
workers of Afghanistan. ersia and North India, all of
om speak a similar language.

he Noecilalist Competitive Scheme,

Fromi the Workers of the Leningrad Engineering Factory
“Karl Marx”. '

The facts and figures concerning our struggle io produce
viet textile machinerg defeat and disarm the right-wingers, the
nic makers. From the manufacture of dighters in 1922 up to
e manufaciure of the complicated Soviet machines last year,
ere was a long development. We are fighting energe.ically for
e slogan of our party: “Catch up with and pass the highly
veloped capitalist countries!”

When in 1926 the first “Northrope” auiomatic weaving
achine left the doors of our faciory, it was no foreign product
it a Soviet machine for work in the faclories of ‘the Soviet
:public. When our machine was put into operation in Ivanovo-
>ssnessensk, that was the beginning of the struggle between
ir Soviet machines and the machines of the Briiish ¢capi.alists.
ur first ¢ Northrope” cost 1,672 roubles to proluce To-ay
“Northrope” produced in our factory costs less than 900
ubles and is not more expensive than the British machines.

The first three carding machines which we produced in
26 cost 6.620 roubles each to proiuce. In the third quarter
. the economic year which has just concluded, we prouced
35 such machines at a cost of 4,626 roubles each. We hava thus
lanaged to reduce the cost of production by 25.7%. In our
forts to raise the quality of our machines, we have reachei .he
vel of the Briiish firm Howard & Bullough. The capitalist I'latt
‘ho supplied the whole of Russia with his machines before the
'ar, visited our factory a little while ago and made a careful
xamination in order to ensure himself thai we were not
winiling him, an1 was then compelled to admit that the carding
1achines of the “Karl Marx” factory were competing success-
illy with the machines of the capitalist Matt. First-class experts
dmit that our carding machines are at least up to the level of
reign machines.

In the first year of the Five-Year Plan we reached the
Adlowing figures: 773 “Northropes” 4/4; 1,915 “Northropes”
4 and 420 carding machines instead of the 345 provided for,
md 58 roving-frames instead of the 43 provided for in the
dan, We are a little behin1 with the production of the first
soviet spinning machines which will be concluded at the be-
finning of the next economic year. In the year 1927/28 our
aclory made a profit of 1,275,526 roubles and in this year a
nofit of 1,516,053 roubles.

The government set us the task of reducing the cost of pro-
luction by nine per cent. In the first three quarters of last year
ve reduced the cost of production bv 12% and by the end of
he year 13%. With regard to the individual machines, we ex-
eeded the programme and produced more than was provided
or in the plan,

On the 2nd September the factory adopted the seven-hour
fay. The workers declared 420 minutes work and not a minute
longer! The first results of the re-organisation are good. The
Protuctivity of labour has not sunk and in comparison with
August the slackness has been reduced by 50%.

The socialist competitive scheme increased the activity of
the working masses and drew them into the struggle against
slackness and for a new communist attitude towards work.

The socialist competifive scheme has become part and parcel
of our whole productive system. It has strengthened the will
of the working masses, The socialist competiiive scheme has
completely justified itself and has becomé a permanent factor
in the industrialisation of the couniry and a permanent method
to draw the masses in.o the socialist work.

We would not have had these successes without se'f-cri-
ticism and without the participation of the working masses in
the protuctive life of the factory. From the 1st April to the
1st September of this year the discussions on production brought
75 proposals from the workers for improving working methods.
33 of these proposals have alreadé been put into practice, Up
to the 1st April 132 such proposals were made and 93 of them
were carried out. 50 workers in our factory were promoted to
leading positions. We all subscribed a month’'s wages for the
industrialisation loan and thus our factory did its duty 100%
towards the third industrialisation loan. A whole series of
rationalisation measures were carried out and contributed in no
small measure to reducing the prices of our machines. On the
15th August a reorganisation was made in the workshops

‘producin> sninning machines which reduced the cost of pro-

duction from 581 to 389 roubles. In the iron foundry new me-
tho4s of moulding have been introduced which lower the price
of each mould from 5.30 to 385 roubles. In the foundry we have
made a saving of 22000 roubles a vear by previously sorting
out the iron and imoroving the smelting procedure.

The seconi mechanical workshon has undertaken to pro-
duce 45 carding machines a mon‘h, but as a matter of fact, it
is producing 50 a month and wi'l produce still more.

The first year of the Five-Year TI'lan has been concluded
with a great plus. According fo Ilan we should have protuced
machines to the valve of 9057.644 10ubles, but in fact our figure
was 9.900.263 roubles. We thus carried out our programme
almost to 109%.

Ovr workers still lack technical knowledge. In order to
catch uo with ani pass the capitalist corntries. ovr workers
must not. on'v learn all there is to be learnt about their own
work bench, but about their own wo-kshop, about their own
factory »nii abonrt the whole merhanism of production We ap-
neal {o the workers of all factories all over the Soviet Union to
fight to win technical knowledge

The first year of the Five-Year Plan was not simmle. And
the seron year of the Five-Year PMan with its great resron-
sibilities an1 tasks now stands before the door. Every worker
must know that in this vear 1920/30 we must raise our pro-
duction by 46%. the productivity of labour bv 18.8% an" the
number of workers emploved by 18%. Let evervy worker think
of the Five-Year Plan an1 remember that in 192030 we must
produce machinery to the value of 14.425576 roub'es in our
factorv and that in the fif'h year we must produce machinery
to the value of 20.860964 roubles, We give ou- prolefarian
promise to produce in the second year (1929/30) 1.724 automatic
weaving machines of the 9’4 tyne; ins‘ead of the 528 carding
marhines olanned we shall produce 650; and insteaa of the
pronosed 60 Waters machines we shall produce 125

By the end of the second vear we must have introduced the
uninterrunted working week for all the workers in our factory.
No single worker must remain in the background. No single
worker may remain outside the socialist competitive scheme,

IN THE INIERNATIONAL

The Situation of the Communist
Party of Great Britain.
By W. Tapsell

The “Closed Letter” of the C. 1. addressed to the British
Party following the 10th Party Congress sharply emphasised
the main characteristic of the Right tendencies as the under-
estimation of the radicalisation of the masses; the difference
between the critical attitude of the delegates to the Party Con-
gress and the leadership who tried to stifle all criticism; the
fatilure to campaign for a Party “Daily Paper”; the failure to
“carry over” the new line from the electoral sphere to all
spheres, and to operate it in the electoral sphere in a consistent
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and energetic manner; The Closed Lettes furthermore criticised
the composition, of the C. C. of the C. P. G. B, which was
almost entirely composed of functionaries, and condemned the
conciliatory and uncritical attitude of the - leadership, The
Closed Letter -had a good affect on the rank and file. For the
first time the rank and file Party members were to the requi-
sife extent drawn into Party life. The C. C, however, so far
from recognising its mistakes, passed a resolution by a large
majority “recognising the C. I. letter while not accepting all its
illustrations”” and promptly proceeded to draft a “statement”
which was a veiled “Reply”, The difierentiation on the C. C.
which had already become apparent now became clearer. The
C. C.of the Y. C. L. passed a resolution against the “Statement”
of the majority of the C C. Nothing was done to carry through
the undertakings of the C. C. to fight the Right tendencies. As
an indication of how seriously the C. C. took the C. L letter,
at its April meeting 5 members of the C. C. (including 3 mem-
bers of the Polit-Bureau) voted in favour of a motion that,
where no Party candidates were contesting, we should advise
the workers to vote for the Labour Party candidate!

Following the General Election, changes on the Political
Bureau were proposed and agreed on with representatives of
the C. 1, but on the return of the P, B. from its conference
abroad these decisions were overthrown and 2 “Left” and
“Critical” elements were removed from the P. B.

The E. C. of the Y. C. L. addressed a letter fo the P. B.
of the Party demanding a Party Congress, and the election
of a new leadership and accusing the Party C. C. majority of
accepting the Closed Letter in words in order to fight it in
deeds. The P. B. took a decision violating the constitution of
the C. I, refusing to forward the letter of the Y. C. L. E. C. {o the
C. I. However, the long suffering Party membership now began
to move Aggregate meetings of the Tyneside and London
membership condemned the Party leadership by enormous ma-
jorities and demanded an immediate Party Congress. Reso-
lutions on similar lines were also being discussed throughout
the Party. The return of the Delegation from the 10th Plenum
witnessed also a big change. 3 members of the P. B. were
removed, comrades from the factories were brought onto the
P. B. An early Party Congress was decided on and the main
resolution for the Congress was drafted, which while having
many weaknesses, was a big step forward. In this .resolution
the C. C. admit the main mistakes of which they were guilty
and outline the major tasks of the Party. :

The Political Situation.

The lpolitical situation with which the party is faced is
exceedingly favourable to the development of the C. P. G. B.
The advent of the Labour Government, so far from intro-
ducing an era of “democratic pacifism”, has seen the Labour
Government as the spear head of a series of ferocious attacks
on the workers, both at home and in the colonies. The cotton
textile lock-out and the heavy wage cut inflicted by the “Labour”
Arbitration Court, the treatment meeted out to the .Unemployed,
the imminent mass conflict in the woollen textile industry, the
ending of the Agreements in five mining districts involving over
300,000 misers, the blood-soaked imperialist policy of Mac-
Donald in India and the colonies, and the continued war pre-
parations all give unexampled opportunities for the develop-
ment of the Party' and its independent line of revolutionary
siruggle, . All .over the .country,. sirikes succeed one another. in
mining. transport, textiles, the steel industry, etc, at a rapid
rate. These strikes are largely spontaneous ‘and of necessity
directed both against the union officials and employers, who
stand - shoulder to shoulder, against the new fide.ot siruggle.
For example an employer was recently chairman of a Trade
Union recruiting .meeting! -

The weakness of the Party in the factories ard mines has
not only been illustrated in the Red Day Campaign, but also in
the lailure to imitiate and lead the strike wave (although good
work has been done in certain instances), the Party is most
decidedly not abreast of the forward mioving masses. At the
same time many mistakes have been made by the Party even
in recent weeks, For example, the failure to call clearly for
Strike Action in the Woollen Textile dispute, the coniusion of
Committees of Action with Factory Commiitiees; the slogan of
“County Strike” in the Cotton Textile dispute, failure to parti-
cipate aciively jn many strikes, confusion regarding the role
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of the Minority Movement and the Party in the Srike Mc-l
ments. But in spite of this there is a definite reawakese; -
the Party. The campaign for the Workers’ Delegation & .

{2. has had certain successes; the importance of Fao:
and Pit Group work is now coming to the fore. The member

takes a more responsible and critical attitude.

The Tasks of the Party. Congress.

The Party Congress has the fask above all of firmly p:: -
the whole Party on the line of the C. I., not by formal acce~:
of resolutions and theses, but by really understanding them
by a vigorous campaign against aﬁ Right and conc:-
elements who are by no means finished. It must make r::: |
changes in the Party leadership from’ top to bottom. Ther: .
be no half measures — the majority of the present C. C. -
go and their place be filled by new elements represent: -
the C. 1. line and the best types from the factories. These ;-
are essential to the raising of the main question, the buildr; -
a mass Communist Party in Great Britain.

The Party Congress must firmly imbue the whole -
with the consciousness of its revolutionary perspectives. it ;-
tasks and really splendid opportunities. It must show
Party how to link each and every action with the figh: a:
MacDonald and the plans of war and rationalisation, «:
are the keystone of the politics of British imperialism.

The launching of the Party Daily newspaper on the I
nuary 1930 knits the whole work of the Party around a “cer-
The task of bursting through the bulwarks of the new:~
trusts in Britain is a big one, but it is essential if the '.-
is to transform itself from a propaganda sect to the -
chamnion of the toilers of Britain. The campaign f»
“Daily” therefore assumes enormous significance.

The Party Congress has enormous tasks. The C. L 7 :
assist the C. P. G. B. by its support to carry those -
through and enable the C."P. G. B. firmly to base itsei ::
mass Party at the head of the masses in the fight fr
Revolutionary Workers’ Government,

Plenary Session of the C. C. of th
C. P. of Gclarmany. i
|

On 24th and 25th October the Central Committee ¢
German Communist Party held its plenary session. The -
dominant character of the Plenum, wﬁich was taken part it
the whole of the members of the C. C., and especially b
factory workers, with the most intense activity, was <

The main interest of the session centred round Com-
Thiilman’s speech on the fight of the C. P. G. against the Y
plan. Comrade Thidlmann analysed in detail the economic ¢ !
of the Young plan and its international background.

On the basis afforded by the Young plan a political :
centration of all reactionary forces, including those of the :»
Fascists, is taking place. Therefore, it is the first.duty o
Party to place the struggle against Fascism more than -
in the foreground. v

Proceeding from the problems of. the fight againsi-
Young plan, Comrade Thilmann examined the activities o
Party since the Wedding Congress. The general line of the p
of the Party has proved perfectly correct, but great siu:
omissions have been committed in the execution of the prac
tasks, The Party must make an abrupt change in iis mass
It must render its Bolshevist policy more popular. more o= !
tical, more capable of rapid transformation from mere c=r
theory to actual practice. The Tarty cadres must be &
rapidly and boldly replenished. especially by the organisx
of ihe tens of thousands of working women and youths a'=¢
tending towards the Party. The diseased and petrified ele:
must be expelled from the Party.

The illegality of the Party is to be expected. The I
must prepare jor this, but at the same time utilise 1w
utmost ail legal possibilities.
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_ The discussion ook -an expressly practical -form, dealing
ith the execution of practical Party- tasks,- the - problems of
inning over the masses, the development and dissemination of
'w fighting methods. : e e i

Comrade Neumann gave 'a detailed report on: the epoch-
akingr success of the five years' plam of socialist construction
i Soviet Russia, and on its far-reaching importance for the
iternational proletariat. o :

Comrade Remmele reported on the international situation,
rawing special attention to the threatening events in Austria.
‘e must reckon with decisive struggles between the Austrian
roletariat and the Fascist Home Defence League within a short
me. The Austrian comrades must place on their agenda the
emand for the formation of workers' councils, must organise
ie armed struggle against Fascism, and take up the practical
nd organisational problems of the proletarian dictatorship.

Comrade Remmele spoke of the cruel persecutions suffered
y the Yugoslavian communists under the reign of White Terror.
e reported on the Arab risings in Palestine, and dealt further
rith the problems of the French arnd Czech Communist Parties
nd with a number of other questions of the international revolu-
onary movement. . . .

_ After the dis_cdssion, participated in by representatives of the
oommunist Parties of Austria, France, and Poland, the Plenum

assed a number of important decisions definitely laying down

he activities ‘of the Party for the immediate future.

UNION_OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

Development of the Municipal

Workers’ Union in the U. 8. 8. R.

With the growth of municipal economy in the Soviet Union
‘he material and cultural level of the municipal employees is
ronstantly rising.

During 1928 the U. S. S. R. Municipal Workers Union
sromoted 724 of its members working in municipal enterprises
lo economic-administrative, Soviet and co-operative’ work. The
bulk of those promoted (43.5%) received exceedingly responsible
Kgsitions — general managers of the enterprises, managers of

unicipal Departments, chiefs of Fire Brigades and assistants;
while a considerable section (16.2%) were promoted to the
position of inspectors, controllers, and instructors. The rest of
the promoted workers were given various administrative po-
sitions, It should be said that 53% of those promofed were
women. :

Hand in hand with the general development of the muni-
cipal services, we find the economic position of the workers
and employees becoming increasingly better. We ‘see that for
the industry in general and in each of the various trades the
wages of the municipal workers are going up from year to year.

The following table makes clear the increase of the average
monthly wage of a worker in the municipal trades, the figures
applying to the whole of the U. S. S. R.: o

Aveérage Wage:

Year: Tramway- Plumbers Firemen Municipal
’ cmen- -~ - - - .~ Depis.

March 1926 . 6752 -~ 6631 - 5191 60.88 -
. March 1927 [ 73.08 60.97 56.52 73.59
March 19‘28 : 85.37

7954 © 7894 - 6045

We see, therefore, that since March 1926, wages have gone
up appreciably, the increase in percentages being for the tram-
wavmen — 17.87%; plumbers — 19%; firemen — 16.4%; in the
Municipal Depts. — 22.2%. o

During this period, the average day-wage of a worker in
these different trades was increased as follows:

Tramwaymen: Whereas the averave wage in March 1028
exceeded the wage for March 1020 by 17.87), the day-wage
went up for tram-drivers 10.1% conductors — 19.57;; switchmen
—199%. mechanics — 14.0%; blacksmiths — [3.97,; painters
‘>~4()()',’{,; labourers — 34.837;, and apprentices --- 00.3%.

‘ Plumbers: The average wage lor this calegory in March
1028 exceeded the March 1020 rates by 1047, The average

A

day-wage of 2 mechanic in comparison with: March 1926 was
18.9% higher, the increase for navvies beings 15%; labourers
— 1.7%; worker employed on town water-supply system — 62%.
- ~Firemen: The average wage for-this - category in March
1028 exceeded the March 1926 rates by 16.2%. During this
Beriod the avemgre day-wagt for -chiet firemen had increased
y 9.7%, for 1st firemey — 11.9%; blacksmiths — 16.7%; engine
drivers — 16.1% and ordinary firemen — 19.8%. :

Labour ‘conditions and wages are regulated by collec:ive
sAgreements concluded between the Union and the Economic
Organs, It is estimated that during the next five years the wages
of the municipal workers will show an increase of 35% in
nominal wages and 70% in real wages, which will be achieved
by reducing the prices of food products and articles in common
use.

The Union has undertaken several exhaustive investigations
into the labour processes of its members on its own account.
A careful study has already been made of the work laundry
of workers, conductors, tram-drivers, firemen and gas workers,
while an investigation into the work of categories employed on
the sewage system and in the incinerators (rubbish des:ructors),
is now being completed. Thanks to these investigations the
union is able to discover and eliminate unhealthy conditions
(leading to occupational diseases) by re-equiping the enterprises,
by introducing shorter hours, longer vacations, and by giving
out lEats and milk, etc. to neutralise the injurious effects of the
work.

The union is giving much attention to the labour protective
measures and the living conditions of the workers. During 1928
alone 20,880 members of the organisation passed through the
rest homes, sanatoria and health resorts. In comparison with
1927 the number of members sent to the rest homes, sanatoria
and health resorts had increased by 11.5%.

At the present time the union has commenced an inquiry
into the question of introducing the 7-hour day as rapidly as
possible in the municipal enterprises. By the end of the first
five-vear period (October 1,1933) all the enterprises will have
introduced the 7-hour day. )

Alreadv at the present time there are several categories
in the municipal trades who are working on a shorter day in
view of their unhealthy occupmations in accordance with the
ruling of the Labour Codex. For example, the gas workers, as
well as the labourers, work on a six-hour day basis. All repair
workers, night workers and those employed in harmful-occu-
pations (tinners emnloved on the hot process, eic.) work seven-
}l:ours. In all the municipal enterprises juniors work only six
ours.

Special welfare funds have been organised (consisting of
10% of the profits of enterprises on a selt-supporting basis and
one-quarter percent. of the pay-roll at enterprises onerating on
local subsidies) to improve the economic position of the workers.
These Workers’ Welfare Funds are used to promote the con-
struction of new houses, clubs, rest homes, dining rooms,
creches, etc.

All the cultural actiyities of the Union aim at realising in
a practical way the slogans aof the cultural revolution and to
prepare dll the members of the organisation to take active part
in tne work of socialist cons.ruction. These activiiies are con-
ducted through the clubs, Red Corners and libraries. At the
resent time the .union has 83 clubs, 1217 Red Corners, 292 li-
raries and 696 movable libraries. The Red Corners organised
at the enterprises, cater for 75% of the membership, Various
kinds of circles dealing "with political, trade union, industrial,
general educational  and art questions, eic, are organised in
the clubs and Red Corners. In 1928 there were 3191 circies
meeting regularly. In 1928, 30.8% of- the meinbers of the orga-
nisation were attending these eircles: ‘Of this number 7000
attended the rifle-clubs and 10.000 the military groups. The
Union is now making a special effort to train all its members
in trade union questions, and special T. U. schools and courses
have been organised for this purpose in the clubs and Red
Corners. In 1628, 184 ‘Trade umion circlea and courses were
organised and were attended by 5805 members. The Union haa
al:o orvanised 140 industrial circles attended by 3000 members,
According to the returns for 1023 there were 43 loud speakers
in the clubs run by the U, S. S. R. Municipal Workers’ Union.

> iTas PEm
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PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

War FPrepared.ess of the .
Bourgeois Women’s Organisations

in Ameriea.
By G. G. L. Alexander, ’

The organisation of the women in the bourgeois-camp in
America is very far advanced. The majority of the bourgeois
women’s organisations, if they are not absolutely reactionary,
are very pairiotic and are prepared to support more or less
openly the war policy of the imperialists.

So far we have been able to count 33 organisations with
about 15 million members, and the list is certainly not yet com-
pee. 1n the U. S. A., where the bourgecis women’s movement
bore a suffragette-political character right from the begiming,
where the suffrage fight assumed most violent forms from time
to time, we have an army, several millions strong, with many
widely scattered divisions, of women s organisations of mare or
less political-suffragette character, all united in the National
Council of Women with its membecship roll of 10 million. This
leading organisation corresponds to the leading national organi-
sations of similar nature in other countries, for instance, thz
Federation of German Women's' Societies in Germany, all of
them belonging to an “International Council of Women”, Na-
turally, the groups here are not only the old, original and ex-
clusively suffragette groups but also p:ofessional, charity and
other organisations. During the last decade of hard fightint for
the vote up to its introduction (1920) a special militant group
was formed, namely, the National Women's #arty unier tha
leadership of Lellen Paul, o whose demonsirative activily the
gaining of general suffrage is due. After this success had been
achieved the membership ro!l ani general activity diminished,
while iis present fight is for equality of rights. Upon the grouni
of this “democratic” demand they oppose the protection of
women workers. The society which specially devotes itsell !n
traininz women fo make use of their votes is the ‘‘Women’s
Natioual Voters League”.

The right wing of these more or less political organisations
of women is a most reactionary nationalist-pairiotic groun with
names which sound revolutionary, viz. Daughters of the Re-
volution, Daughters of the American Revolution, Daughters of
America. Daughters of 1912, Daugbters of the Union Veterans
of the Civil War. To these groups belong only the direct des-
cendants of those who took part in the war of indenendence in
1776, but in spite of this restriction, these grouns make a ra‘her
big argregate (380 000 members) and are spread throuchout the
U.S A. Most of the members belong to the upper middle class
and regard America as extremely democratic and do not want
any change.

A large number of these -women are the wives of Con-
oressmen and therefore have a certain amount of influence in
Congress. They work in oonosition to all Bills of a progressive
nature, for instance, relating to birth confrol and the pro-
tection of working women. They reiect all imorovement as
“Bolshevistic”. The “Daughters of the Revolution” are therefore
very reactionary and the name of their organisation is danger-
ously misleading.

The genuine factory proletariat of the textile and coal in-
dustries, most of them immigrants of all nationalities, Italians
Poles. Lithuanians. lews and Negroes. scarcelv has any con-
nection with these clubs and it is not surprising that in this
siratum we have a number of real proletarian women’s organi-
sations of revolutionary character.- The clubs hold the women
by means of entertainments, instruction and facilities for re-

- slavery) in regard {o the white well-to-do and efucated ~o-.s

creation of all kinds in summer and wiater. They proviat
courses and lectures, games, -sport, theatricals, comcers w!

‘summer holidays. They also train the women for profesio: '

and even grovnde employment for them in their own ogm-
sations and prepare them beforehand for this work. The ¢+
-clubs are of a similar nature. In summer they aflord possibi..e
of camping, and this is a great attraction especially for :»
ounger girls; indeed, there is a special society kmown 1 i»
‘Camp-fire Girls”, which is run on the lines of the Girl-Ge:s:
movement (130,000 members), though the military characer »
not so pronounced. But all these girls’ organisations, incai:;
the “Girls Friendly Society” and the.“Girls’ Service L 4
America” are of a military or semi-military characier hew
military drill, with camping, scouting and first aid.

- On the other hand, thé Fascist organisations of womer :
the United States, and especially the women’s section of ~
Ku Klux Klam, are not military organisations of this kini. I
Ku Klux Klan organisations are anti-Negro and anti-Catt .
ani the. womens sections are similar and also take pan -
lynchings, just as the men do. Acts of Terror against Negres
are part of the tradition of the Ku Kilux Clan, as their onz=
and specific purpose was the fight against the Negroes and
successful republican party. The Ku Klux Klan was four’
after the Civil War in 18%5. The partv policy of the succws
Northern States (the Free States which had already abol.x:

tion of the Southern (slave-holding) States drove the lar= -
violent rebellion. As the Nesroes were allowed the rish <
sufirage, while those who took part it the rebellion were -
aYowed the vote, enmitv was engeridered against the Neg:~
Ku K'ux Klan was therefore a raactionary organisation ::
true to this reactionarv tratilion they still commit acts of Te-
not only against Negroes but also against the Commun'ss v
protect the Negroes. . .

Natura'lv. the nrmber of religious o-ganisations in -

U. S. A. is very considerable. we need only mention the Yo
Women’s Christian Assnciation. which is half ohilaphr-

ha'f religiovs andi has about 62.000 members, including f+~
girls an1 other workirg girls. This association has houses =

own an1 hostels, where girls can lodpge at litle expense A--
f=anm rharitaWe ercin' fagl-3 which are financed by hir d~nav
‘he aceccia ina nravidey ennarlg and ovmrastics far g memt -

The Young Women’s FPebrew Association, with it 4
memb-rs is ron on similar lines. Tn America an im-ro
organisa‘ion has been formed to inves‘igate and decite o
recard to what nurposes are most deserving of donations. i ¢
which o-ganisations of humanitarian or scientific chary' <
should be sunnorted out of the big funis of “superfio:
moneys”, for instance, out of the Rockefeller Fund.

Naturallv, such donations are exnloited in respect of
elections. The fact that even the children in the schon's -
educated in the politics of ovarticular parties is proved by =
existence of numerous mothers’ clubs and the parents’ >
teachers’ association. which are organised .in every State. T
are, of course. backward and patriotic and they help to ir:-
the children to militaryv prowess. The proletarian women'’s :-
moﬂll(ers’ organisations try to counter-act them, but they are s
weak.,

That in tendency, character and purpose the Americy
women’s organisations are bourgeois class organisations. wh:"
capture and exvloit the broad working masses for the can:
ist State and its imverialist aims, is apparent from the fi
that the wife of a general is assigned to the Ministry of Wu
to surervise communication with the women’s organisations. ¥
that thev mav be mobilised immediately on the outbreak of wi
This illust-ates, at the same time, the degree to which the bou:
;Jeoisie and its women’s organisations are organised in readine:
Oor war.
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