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The Main Features of the Draft Fascist
Constitution in Austria.

By G. Zamis (Vienna).

.. One can safely assume that this draft Constitution, which
dtober submitted” to the National Council, contains far more
wactionary pitfalls than any of the previously announced pro-
sfammes, even the most far-reaching which was recently an-
iounced announced by Minister Schumy in Carinthia. It is most
i)tnkmg how impudent fascism has become since the recent
“arty Congress of the Social Democratic Party of Austria. As
! matter of fact the leaders of the Heimwehr had an interview
with Schober immediately before the draft law was handed over
0 the printers, and there undertook a final revision. The draft
omtains the following provisions.

. LThe age at which citizens are entitled to the vote has been
raised from 20 to 21, and qualifying ayve for election from 24
'0‘29- For the elections to municipal bodies it is necessary to
reside in a given district one vear in order to be entitled to

vote. For all elections and referendums compulsory voting is
introduced.

The Federal President receives the right to convene the Na-
tional Council and to dissolve it at will. This means in prac-
tice that the Federal government is under no obligation to call
new elections. as this Constitution gives it sufficient powers to
govern as long as it likes without the National Council. Thus,
for example, it can at any time itself approve a provisional bud-
get, if the budget has not been passed in time by the National
Council. It can also impose taxes without any special legal
powers. The Federal President has the right to appoint and
dismiss the government.

The right to issue emergency orders goes far beyond the
provisions of the old Hapsburg Constitution of 1867. “There is
thereiore, as was planned. a restoration of the absolutist police
State of the Metternich period.
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The Federal President is to receive power to issue orders
amending the laws at any time when it is impossible to wait
for the decisions of the National Council “without entailing
irreparable harm.to the community”. These orders require the
counter-signature of the Federal government and are to be
immediately submitted to the National Council.

The immunity for members of the National Council on
account of punishable actions consisting in the publication cf
printed matter is quite openly abolished.

The Federal President is not, as was originally announced,
to be elected by the people, but by the “National Assembly”,
in which the fascist cliques of provincial and states councils
will predominate. The election takes place in the following
manner. First the people will vote. II no presidential candidate
obtains an absolute majority (which will probably always be
the case) the National Assembly will be convened, consisting
of the National Council, the states and provincial councils, all
members of the provincial governments, and the Vienuna town
senate. This body will then chose one of the three candidates
who have received the most votes. This of course means that
a candidate can be elected who at the first ballot received fewer
votes than the others.

The provincial and states council consists of representatives
of the various professions and the representatives of the pro-
vinces. Both the provincial council as well as the states council
have the right to veto all decisions of the National Council. A
very important provision of this new Constitution is that alte-
rations ¢i the Constitutions are no longer to require a two
thirds majority. A constitutional decision of the National Coun-
cil for which more than hali of the members present have
voted, needs only to be submitted by the Federal President to a
plebiscite in order by a simple majority vote to come into force.
In addition, the Federal President can submit to a plebiscite
any decision of the National Council to which he does not agree.

Most characteristic of this “Constitution” are, however, the
powers which the police receive under it. The clause in this
connection says:

The authorities entrusted with the conduct of matters
of public safety can in these matters which come .within
their sphere, so far as there do not exist special legal
regulations, in the event of threatening disturbance of public
law and order or for the delence of endangered bodily
salety or pronerty, adopt such measures necessary for the
avertion of this danger and declare non-compliance with the
zame to be punishable.

By a simple order of the government federal police autho-
rities will be set up where they no not yet exist, following which
the local police will be dissolved.  This is particularly impor-
tant, because the police will now control the lists of electors.

In addition, the police authorities are no longer subordi-
nate to the provincial authorities but directly to the Federal
Minister. Further, the police receive full and uncontrolled
power to expel aliens.

The police also receive the right to carry out house-
searches without a magistrate’s order. For the press a preli-
minary police censorship is introduced which can suppress
newspapers and prohibit the publication of any printed matter,
and in fact can close down printing works. The police also
take over the reintroduced censorship of theatres and cinemas.

The Federal government can at any time, when it is of opi-
nion that public order and salety are considerably disturbed
or endangered, proclaim by special order the old-Hapsburg
state of emergency.

But even without a state of emergency an independent mili-
tary intervention shall be permissible “when the authorities
are rendered incapable by superior force to bring about mili-
tary intervention or when it is necessary to repel attacks or in
the event of resistance to a part of the Federal army”. That
is {o say, when the commander of any body of troops gives
demonstrating workers the order to disperse and the latter
ofier resistance, he is empowered to shoot them down to his
heart’s content.

The Constitutional Court, which was hitherto elected by the
National Council. shall from now on be nominated by the
government, the Federal Council. the Administrative Court and
the Supreme Court. The right of citizens to bring complaints
beiore the Constitutional Court on account of violation of civil
righis, a right which existed at the time of the monarchy, is
now abalished.

The law on the abolition of the mobility is mow remm-!
irom the Constitutional code in order to enabie the nopiit. ¥
be introduced at any time. The same applies to the L
garding the Hapsburg coat of arms.

The position of Vienna as an independent prov.nce
abolished. Vienna becomes a town immediately subject to t:
Federal Government. The Mayor of Vienna receives aoou: "
same powers as a district prefect.

In conclusion a very important provision should be n
tioned. In addition to the police and gendarmerie. the fec::
government can establish and organise, other bodies to mainn:
law and order, and can arm the same. A blind man can - °
that this refers to the Heimwehr.

We can only emphasis what the “Rote Fahme” wries
this Constitutional Reform:

“Every worker can be sure that the draft law m.-
nothing else but a legalised fascist reign of terror.

If the Austrian workers, small peasants and tc -
were to accept such a Constitution, then they would - |
deserve to be treated as slaves of the fascist dictato-s’

This Constitution is nothing else but the disgu~
fascist coup d’etat carried out by legal means.

And the social-democrats? They have already delirat
that they are for the alteration of the Constitution. It
will also agree to an alteration of the Constitution w &
a two-thirds majority provided it is carried out under
necessary democratic guise of a plebiscite majorin
tained under fascist terror.

A mass storm of enormous force must arise in order .
sweep away these fascist Constitution proposals. The u-
king class must proclaim their determination to g1 -
mass meetings and in great demonstrations in the ste-
and at factory meetings.

The moment is approaching when the working ¢ -
will have to create workers' councils to lead them in
fight.”

|

POLITICS

The Petition for a Plebiscite in
Giermany.
Who Shall serve the Master? Severing or Hugenberg®
By M. Krause (Berlin). 4

On the 16th October the petition lists for the Hugenx. |
Plebiscite were opened for signature, but the “struggie” =
ween the parties of the “National Opposition” and the cx -
tion perties commenced earlier and resulted in the lasi it |
days in numerous meetings, in activity in the various par
ments and in the columns of the various bourgeois and o0 -
democratic newspapers, and in a wave of speeches, appeals -
articles. The representatives of the bourgeois right-wing o |
ties accuse the spokesmen jor the Young Plan of treason. - |
offence punishable with hard labour. The so-called lefi-w-.
parties style the Hugenberg Plebiscite as an “attack upon *
vital interests of the German people”. -

All this is onlvy a demagogic game. The German n: -
nalists, who are now all in favour of the Plebiscite, themsel-
voted in favour of the Dawes Plan and assisted in securing ™
acceptance by the Reichstag. Their representatives have rex
tedly met the representatives of the “arch enemy” and dis-
sed, besides the question of a military alliance between Fraiw
and Germany against the Soviet Union, also the carrying <
of the Young Plan. The bourgeois right-wing parties are :
as much in favour of the acceptance and carrying out of ¥
Young Plan as are the coalition parties. The most loud-m-
thed representatives of the coalition parties are also aware -
this. Their “struggle” against the right-wing parties in '~
question of the acceptance of the Young Plan is only a co¢
for inner-political difierences which, compared with the wh -
development of Germany, are of minor significance, ‘

What is the object of the struggle? In the past. and p.
ticularly in the recent past. the German social democracy b
proved that in the service of the bourgeoisie it finds no mer |
too bad in order to hold down the working class. It fic*" -
against the workers struggles with the compulsory arbitraii’ |
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wein, by organising strike-breaking and with open police
fence. It builds armoured cruisers. It taxes the mass articles
consumption needed by the workers. It cuts down the wor-
s’ unemployment benent. It dissolves the defence organisa-
13 oi the revolutionary workers and, if necessary, 1t does
hesitate at organising bloodbaths a la Zoergiebel. The May
vs in Berlin represented a loretaste of what the social de-
cracy is capable of in the service of the bourgeoisie.

But appetite grows from what it feeds upon. The most influ.
al section of the bourgeoisie is not yet satistied. If fascism,
n not social fascism but real fascism! Since the May days, the
hlhelm fascists, under the leadership of the German Natio-
ist Hugenberg, are becoming more and more aggressive.
¢ acceptance of the Young Plan offered them a favourable
sortunity for a thrust forward. The question is, who shall
ve the master? Braun, Grezinski, Miiller. Severing and the
ure Party on the one hand, or Hitler and Seldte on the other.

How far have things developed? Very characteristic of the
1ation is an article of one of the leaders of the People’s Party,
rdorfi: *“The Need of the Hour”, published in the “Berliner
rienzeitung”. In this article Kardorft demands a radical reform
the whole finance system, and at the same time a Reichs
orm. He declares that it is the duty and task of the German
ople’s Party to unite all bourgeois who are willing to carry

positive work to this end, in close co-operation in the
ichstag. The German DPeople’s Party, however, the party of
esemnann, is the key-stone of the whole coalition.

The chairman of the Centre Party, the Prelate Kaas, made
speech in Dortmund in which he demanded that “the present
certain situation should be abolished by the formation of a
mer coalition in order that a greater independence should be
ablished from the incalculable hazards of parliamentary
ange . Kaas then said very cleary what was in his mind:
he happenings in Austria should be a sign for every objec-
‘e observer that there are limits to the patience of a people”.

The democratic press comments upon Kaas' speech with
proval. The “Berliner Tageblatt” of the 18th October writes
at “the speech should receive close attention in all camps”.

The proclamation of the Reichspresident Hindenburg which
ok the form of a letter to the Reichskanzler Miiller, published
i the day of the opening of the lists for the plebiscite, is
Il more characteristic of the situation. Hindenburg protested
winst his name being drawn into the struggle of the parties
connectton with the petition for a plebiscite.

The proclamation reads inter alia as follows:

*With increasing disapproval | have been compelled to
observe that my person and my supposed personal opinion
with regard to the question of the so.called Young Plan is
being drawn into the agitation in connection with the petition
for a plebiscite both by the committee for the plebiscite and
by the parties and groups which oppose the plebiscite”.

Hindenburg declares that he gave no one power to an-
nce his opinion with regard to this problem and that there
as no occasion for assumiing his opinion. He declares with
wcial sharpness:

“On the contrary. I have alwavs declared that 1 reserve
my final attitude to the Young Plan up to that moment when
this very important question is ready for settlement and is
placed before me acoording to articles 70, 72 and 73 of the
Reichs Constitution for a decision concerning the promul-
gation or quashing of a law arrived at upon the basis of the
Constitution, and I maintain this attitude now as before.”
This proclamation is clearly directed against the so-called

ft-wing parties which have inscribed Hindenburg's name upon
®ir banner in the “struggle” against the plebiscite. Hindenburg
forms public opinion that he is not in agreement with “the
iries and groups which oppose the plebiscite”. These “parties
h groups”, however, are the Reichs Government apointed by
Indenburg and the coalition parties themselves.

. The politically most important point in Hindenburg's pro-
mation is the declaration that he does not intend to under-
%¢ to sign the Hague Trealy. He bases his standpoint upon
Wose articles of the Reichs Constitution which give the Reichs-
fesident a right of veto upon all “laws arrived at upon the
Msis of the Constitution".

. This is, of course, no abandonment of the Young Plan by
3 de“bllrg. Hindenburg, who congratulated the Hague delega-

upon the acceptance ol the Young Plan, is no more an
ment of this Plan than is the social democracy. He is

determined now as before, to carry out the imperialist Young
Plan, but he considers it necessary to draw the attention of
the coalition parties, and above all of the social democracy, very
energetically to the fact that they must limit their demagogic
agitation against the fascists and that they niust submit in all
questions.

Outwardly regarded, Hindenburg takes up a “neutral” aui-
tude in his proclamation between the parties of the “national
opposition’”, who want to overthrow Hermann Miiller, and the
coalition government, which repeatedly used Hindenburg's name
in its “struggle” against the plebiscite. This “neutrality” is,
however, in reality a challenge to the Hermann Miiller Govern-
ment and an open support of the plebiscite. This “neutrality™ is a
sign to the fascist organisations to commence their attack upon
the coalition government; it is a demonstrative support for the
fascist bloc. ’

The object of the “struggle” in connection with the petition
for a plebiscite is not the acceptance or rejection of the Young
Plan, but the final formation of a united front in the camp of
the bourgeoisie against the working class. The petition for a
referendum is intenled only as a jumping ofi board for further
attacks of the fascist forces on the revolutionary working class.
It is only a link in the chain of the increasing fascist oliensive
in Germany. expressed in Stahlhelm parades, in national-socialist
terrorism all over Germany, in attacks upon the workers, etc.

The Communist Party opposes both camps of the bourgeois
reaction with the same deadly enmity. It has always said to the
masses that the reparations problem could only be solved in a
revolutionary fashion by the overthrow of the German bour-
geoisie. It has appealed to the whole working people for a real
struggle against the Young Plan, and declared in its recent
appeal that the petition for a plebiscite inaugurated by the bour-
geois right-wing parties against the Young Plan, canuot prevent
the carrying out of this Plan and is only intended as a prepa-
ration for the open fascist dictatorship.

The political proclamation of Hindenburg confirms as a
whole the correctness of the communist attitude to the plebiscite.

The New Crisis in the British
Coal Industry.

By G. Alli.son (London).

The Coal Industry in Britain is rapidly running into a
new crisis comparable almost with that which led to the General
Strike and Miners’ Lockout of 1920. There are, however, big
changes in the relation of forces as compared with the earlier
struggle, since in the present situation the whole of the Trade
Union Bureaucracy including that of the Miners Federation of
Great Britain, is now openly on the side of the emplovers,
Moreover the Labour Government is in Oifice, pledged 1o a
mining programme, that cannot be put through because of the
anti-working class policy of the Government.

Economically the industry remains stagnant. The end of the
lockout in 1920 witnessed an all round increase in the working
day. and in most districts. wage reductions. Since that time the

‘/ olication of Rationalisation to the Industry has cheapened the

'cost of production, primarily by increasing output per man shift.

Costs of production per ton have decreased from 22/10 in
1021 to 18/1':» in 1026, and 13/4 in 1020, (first quarter). Simul-
taneously. output per man shift has increased from 18.16 cwt.
in 1022 to 1849 in 1920, and 22.13 cwt. in the first quarter
of 1020,

These economies have not however, had the effect of im-
proving the state of the Industry. Total output of coal and
exports shows no increase except for a brief period at the
beginning of 1620, The man power emploved in and about the
mines has decreased from 1,230,246 in 1924 10 1,037,391 in 1927,
051,032 in 19028 and 935400 in Sept. 1929,

. The proposals of the Coal Owners are in brief, No change
in wages. hours, and district agreements. and the adoption of
District marketing schemes for the regulation of output and
prices, coupled with more intensive application of rationalisation.
The Labour Government are behind the marketing schemes. and
a Special Cabinet Coal Committee is preparing legislation on
this and the hours problem. It is proposed thaf the 7%s hours
day be introduced early next year, and provisions be made for
the seven-hour day. when the state of the Industry can stand if.

& s
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The assurance given by the Jabour Government that wages are
not to be reduced “in spite” of the shortening of the working
day i3, however, an empty promise, as the owners are interested
in a certain temporary limitation of production by reducing the
working hours only if wages are likewise reduced.

While large masses of the miners are losing faith in the
Labour Government and acting contrary to the industrial peace
policy of the M. F. G. B.. the nced for a new and militant
leadership is made apparent.

It is in this situation that the Party and the Minority Move-
men; has initiated a mining campaign aroun: the demand for:

1. The 7-hour Day.

2. A guaranteed daily wage of 12—, 11/—, and 10/— for
the different grades of workers, and a guaranteed weekly
minimum ot 250 £20 15, 0. and £2.

3. Adequate protection of young workers and equal pay for
equal work.

On the basis of this programme the Party and the M. M.
works for the creation of all-inclusive Committees of Action at
the DPits, linked up in a Council of Action in the respective
districts and leading up to a National Council of Action tha:
will lead the struggle against the Coal owners. the Labour
Government and the T. U. Bureaucracy. The existence of the
revolutionary Miners” Union in Scotland provides the revolu-
tionary working class with the possibility of demonstrating
practically how the fight for all the demands of the miners is to
be conducted. Technically the fight is due to start with the
automatic termination of the South Wales agreement at the end
of the year, but the miners must be readv for action at any
moment.

Already Committees of Action are in the process of for-
mation in the S. Wales and Scotland, and the movement is
gaining in other districts. Through the persistent exposure of
the role of the Labour Government and the M. F. G. B. leaders,
by taking the leadership of the local struggles and by preparing
for mass action on the vital question of wages and hours, our
Party and the M. M. can make a real advance in the struggle
for the independent leadership ol the masses. the more so as
the reintroduction of the seven-hour dav was one of the most
important election promises with which the Labour DParty at
the last election won the votes of thousands and thousands of
workers who are now beginning to rcalise the deception which
has been practised upon them.

A Kresh Attack on the Latvian
Working Class.

By Valentin Olberg.

The intensification of class struggles in Latvia has brought
a new offensive of the bourgeoisie and. as an answer thereto,
the general strike of the workers.

The parties of the Right have introduced a measure to amend
the law on the progressive tax. At the same time they are
endeavouring to bring about an alteration of the customs duties.
The heaviest import duties are to be placed on corn and rubber.
Not content with this the reaction is endeavouring to prolong
the working hours of the civil servants without granting any
increase of wages. It is hoped by this means to obtain the pos-
sibility to discharge about ten per cent. of the civil service staff
and thus to get rid of the oppositional elements. The Govern-
ment is diligently working at the preparation of a Bill according
to which the employers will be under no obligation to pay for
overtime or for ho'idays. All these projects have aroused the
greatest exitement among the workers of Latvia. It is just at
this moment that the Government. which fails completely to
realice the true state of alfairs and feels assured by the peaceful
declarations of the social democrats. has decided 1o carry out
a reform of the Sickness Insurance Funds.

The Latvian bourgeoisie has long wanted to exclude the
«xpenditure for the sick-insurance from its budget, to reduce
the emplovers’ contributions and to cut down the amount of
~ick-benctit. The sickness insurance funds are 10 be deprived of
¢ hird of their means. The administration of the funds by the

International Press Correspondence N

workers is 10 be liquidated and the funds are to be plasec - -
the control of the employers. The bourgeoisie desigrie -
reform as an “improvement of the control”. Accordrz -
proposed law the heading “expediture for public healn” i
be struck out and the workers will have to pay all costs oo
their own pockets.

The law is demanded by fascist circles. Arved Berg
Reinhard, the leaders of the fascists, submitted these dem.: ..
the Minister .for Labour Rubuls. The Minister expres
agreement thereto and now the axe is being applied w i
surance funds.

Neverthcless, there still exists fear of the working ¢'z+. ™
democratic constitution has foreseen such an eventua':
cleverly left a loophole for fascist actions. Paragraph $! -
Latvian Constitution provides that in exceptionally imp
cases the government has the right to issue laws durin.
Parliamentary recess. The fascist government is making :
this clause and thus the new reform is to be proclaimec v
paragraph 81.

The social democratic leaders have now got a tougr i:
is not so easy to damp down the indignation of the worie
a country with good revolutionary traditions. The socizl .-
cratic press is publishing long articles on the new dan:
the working class and advising the workers to wait unil!| -
liament meets. They have not issued a single fighting s
The central organ of the social democratic party of Lawii: -
Social Democrat” only advised the workers to give express::
their discontent, But how? In what way? That is left unta:
the same time they warn the workers against possible -
vention of the Communists. At the protest meetings wiir
social democracy called as a result of the powerful pres.:~
the workers, the party leaders spoke of the necessity of re:--
able action. They attempted by all means to prevent a s:i-
was all in vain. The discontent of the workers is too gres
spite of the sabotage of the social democracy. the Latviar
kers have entered on a general strike.

* * *

Riga, 20th October i-.

The one-day protest strike of the Lettish workers orz:
tions against the new law regulating workers health in.~"
was carried out everywhere. In Riga harbour the tramu:
the municipal workers and up to 70% of the factory w v
took part in the strike. The governmental buildings, 2 -
and telegraph offices, the gas, water. and electricity wor -
guarded by detachments of the armed fascist organisaticr. -~
sargen”. 80 persons were arrested in Riga. Despite the it
of the social democrats and despite the furious terror o ¥
authorities. 1.500 workers took part in a demonstration "
flags and placards bearing communist slogans, The demo:
tion was finally dispersed by the police who proceeded ::
the workers with the utmost brutality.

* *

»

Riga, October 20th. 14

The Left trade unions have called upon the workers 10 °
ofi the protest strike against the new sickness Insurance
The most important trade unions influenced by the soci:
niocrats, such as the railwaymen’s union, the unions of the ~
und telegraph workers, of the civil servants and the te::
have not taken part in the strike. The breaking off of the
is due to the treacherous manoeuvres of the social dem.’
who claimed to be for the strike but in actual fact inst
the members of their trade unions not to join in the
They hoped thercby to weaken the position of the Left -
unions and deliver over revolutionary strikers to police
cution. In Riga alone about 150 strikers were arrested yes:
and handed over to the court. 60 railway workers wert
charged.

In spite of the treachery of the social democracy. in sp
the savage police terror, the strike shows the strength of
revolutionary proletariat, and this may welt be a warmn:
the social fascists.
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THE BALKANS

The FPolitical Significance of the
New Administrative Division of
Yugoslavia.

By P, Dragashevatz

Now that the new muap ol Yugoslavia and the statistic
sures regarding the new administrative distribution have been
iblished, this blow of the Great-Serbian dictatorship aguainst
e oppressed nationalities in Yugoslavia is apparent m all
; brutality and ruthlessness.

Lhe adnmnistrative re-distribution of the country has done
vay with all the old national frontiers. Croatia, which ro
aune hitherio dared to ignore and which posscsses national
whtions of a thousand vears’ standing and a national culture

its cwn, has simply been extinguished as a state by the
‘w regulations. Montenegro, which tor centuries preserved its
Jependence and liberty ayainst the attacks ol the Tarks and

Western Powers, has now been eliminated trom the mup
the world. Kosovo, a purely Albanian province witich after
¢ Balkan wars was violenily scparated from the rest oi Al-
.tia, has now been divided into three fractions so as to faci-
1e the work of ousting and exterminating the Albanians.
osma with its century-old traditions has ceascd to exist.

fhe main object the dictatcrs have in view in this con-
wtion is the arbitrary establishmeont ol a Serbian majority in
ost of the provinces. This object has been atiained in five
ovinces out of nine, viz. in the Danube, Drina, Morava,
rbas, and Zeta areas. To attain this end, reccurse was had
- the most arbitrary combinations.

The Danube province has been made to embrace (he Voy-
wina and a large part of Serbia, s0 as to eatablish the pro-
rtion of the Serbs, Germans, Magvars, Rumanians, Croa-
s, and other non-Serbian nationalities inhabiting the Voy-
sdina. Banat, Batchka, and Barania in great numbers in a
nse favourable to the first-named. Official statistics show
e 1380413 inhabitants of the Vovvodina to hive consisted
514,124 Serbs and Croats and 266230, or about 78 per cent.,
her naiionals  (32R.123 Germans, 332,070 Magvars, 74.004
mmenians, 67.836 other Slavs. etc.).

Fhe Drina province. which has a Serbian majority, has
2n made to include the purely Croatian district of Vukovar.
hich is too small to disturb the <aid proportion. This district
@i had been wrenched Ifrom the province of Vrbas, which
nght have influenced in such a way 2s to give it a2 Croa-
an-Moslem character. Parts of Bosnia and Croatia have been
ey cleverly pieced together to form the Vrbas province and
) uive it a Serbian majority of 406300 against 304000 Crosts
nd Moslems, Th's province has also been deprived of the
Toatian district of Fravnik. which has been replaced by the
iltiion of the purely Serbian district of Dvor, 50 as to streny-
€ tiie Serbian majority,

The purely Croatian district of Travnik, eliminated so that
tshould not disturb the Serbian majority, has been alded to
e Litoral province which is a purely Croation area the cha-
acier ot which was in any case not to be altered.

$9 as to destroy the Albanian majority in Kosovo and at
fle same time paralyse Mon‘enecro, the province of Zeta has
een formed of part ot Kosovo und the whole of Montencgro,
0 at the Serbo-Montenegrin element should be in the ma-
oriv. S0 23 to enhance this effect, the Albanian districts of
wchitrn and Podaievo were excluded and added to the Mo-
ava province, which is purely Serbian and cannot be harmed
¥ such an addition.

; The historical desivnation of “Banovina” which has been
Jven to the new provinces is in iself a trick to dupe ‘he
08 Croaua having while under Austrian rule for centu-
ies been divided into “Banovinas” and governed by “Banu-
v“-‘".'Bu‘. while this expression in former times stcod for so-
eSung typically Croatian, nav. for Croatia itseli, the present
E“‘HVO\'x_nns” are nothing but administrative districts in which
\M:anonal Croaizun characteristics have been obliterated,

te the “Banuses” are adnunistrative officials subject to the

Miiistry oi the Interior, ol which, like the prelects, they are
merely executive organs.

By this division ol Yugocslavia, the dictatorship has not
only abolisied national territories; in the artificially tormed
Serbian provinces 1t has managed to comprehend the most 1n-
portant econom.c regions ol ihe couniry. These five Serbian
“Banovinas” comprise the most important mining areis and
the largest timber industries and are also the most fertile ayri-
cultural regions. Besides this, they are linked up by the strategi-
cally valuable ralway hine trom the Danube to the Aditatic,

The outcome o1 this administrative retorin o tie dictators
may be summed up as follows: Croatia has bean deprived o
mere than hali of the purely Croaiian territory, which has gone
to make up “Serbian”™ provinces. Montenegro, the Voyvolina,
and Albaman Koscvo have bean natoanally descroycd. Mace-
donia has been united with part of Kosovo and with the Scr-
bian district of Vranye, the whole making up the “Serbian”
province of Vardar,

Satistics in revard 'o area and population bost serve 1o
show the Serbian depradations. The live provinces with a S.r-
bian majority form a towal area ol 130034 square kilometres,
with about 6200000 inhabitants; together wiih the province
of Vardar, which the dictators have proclaimed to be Serbiun
and which they are determined to render Serbian by force )
needs be, the Serbian provinces aggregate 173.000 square kilo-
metres. with 7.003000 irhabitants. The non-Serb provinces in-
cluding the province of Vardar, have 111,810 square kilometres
and 3503600 inhabitants: without Vardar thev fivure at 72.250
square kilometres and 4.100.000 inhabitanes. The trus propor-
tion cf natinnalities in the country, however, is 4,430 000 Scrbs
to 3000600 non-Serbs,

So as to wipe out the last traces of the indivi:dual nationa-
lities, the hoisting ol national (Croatian or Slovene) Hlarss, which
were hitherto used side-by-side with the official Serbian colours,
has been prohibited.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Struggle of the Berlin
Plumbers.
By Paul Peschke (Berlin).

The suuggle of the Berlin plumbers and plumbers la-
bourers has already lasted eight weeks. This sirike has revea-
led solendid examples of proletarian solidarity and heroic seli-
sacrifice. The emplovers would long have granted all the de-
manis, because iliev realised in the moeanume that the strike-
breaking action of the iree trade union metal workers' union
is not helping them at all. In spite of the fact that the German
Metal Workers' IFederation Fxecutive recruited sirike breakers
from all parts of the country at the cost of their members, they
did not succeed in breaking the strike front.

The emplovers in the plumbing. gas and hot water fitting
trade can onlv hold out because the great federations of the
emplovers. such as the federation of the Berlin metal industria-
lists. the federation of Berlin building firms have placed millions
at their disposal. These emslovers' unions recognise quite
clearlv that if the strike ol the plumbers which iz under oppo-
sitional leadership, scores a complete victorv, this will b2 a
signil for the whole of the working class to follow the example
of the plumbers. The workers are alreadv bevinning to siir in
the inctories of the Berlin meial industrv, in the firms of Lorenz
and Bamag in order. relving on their own strength and against
the will of the trade union bureancracv. o repel the anacks of
the emplovers and 1o carry out their demands in spite of the
existing tarifi which does not expire uatil the end of Sep-
tembor 10300 The example of a successtul strike ol the phuanbers
must therefore be hindered in any circumstances, The emnlovers
federations are thercfore mobilising their financial recerves and
are prepared o let the building works lie idle over the winter.
For the same reason the trade union bureaucracy. acting together
with the emplovers. is making everv effort to break the
struggle by organised blackleggine. And lor the same reaon
there is let loose every day in the social-demorcatic press a
flood of filthy lies regarding the striking workers. Ivervthing
has hitherto availed nothing, the strike front remains firm.
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The bureaucracy of the German Metal Workers' Union is
now setting the State apparatus in motion, Aiready at the be-
ginning of the strike the social-democratic Minister for Labour,
Wissel, hastened to its aid by declaring to pe binding the
tarifi agreement which has been concluded against the will of
nine-tenths of the plumbers. This action of the State apparatus
against the strikers is now being continued in a sharper form.
On Sunday 19th October, the social-democratic police president
Zirgiebel had the Executive of the Union of plumbers and
plumbers assistants and five members of the central strike com-
mittee dragged out of their beds, arrested and placed in solitary
confinement in the police headquarters.

This act of the State apparatus, which is controlled by the
social-democrats, aroused great excitement among the working
class. The State apparatus openly comes to the aid of the
employers and of the trade union bureaucracy. The hope to shat-
ter the strike front by arresting the leaders was brought to
naught on the very same day. The Central strike commitiee,
which still consists of 21 workers, immediately organised, with
the aid of the Communist Party, a meeting of the strikers which
was splendidly attended. Here 2000 strikers pledged themselves
again to continue the fight and not to resume work until the
employers give way and their arrested fellow workers are
released. In a powerful demonstration, with cries of “Down with
the social-fascist police regime”. the strikers marched {o the
police headquarters and demanded the immediate release of
their fellow comrades. The intervention of the State apparatus
in this economic strike proves to the working class with all
clearness the connection existing between the employers and
the trade union bureaucracy, which in the fight against the
revolutionary working class makes use of the police in
crder to crush the strike, It also proves, however,
that the Opposition is absolutely right when it proceeds to
organise the struggles of the workers independently and against
the will of the bureaucracy. The strike of the plumbers is not
yet ended. The social fascists are greatly mistaken if they be-
lieve that they can crush it bv means of the police. The step
taken by the notorious Zorgiebel will have the contrary efiect.
The Berlin workers, and with them the workers in the whole
country, will stand like one man behind the plumbers and,
together with the revolutionary trade union opposition, conduct
the fight until all social fascists have been driven out of the
workers organisations,

The Revolutionary Miners and the

International Coal Agreement.
Bv G. Sobottka (Berlin).

The annual congress of the revolutionary miners federation
of France took place from the 7th to the 11th October in Lens
in the North of France. Following this congress, a discussion
took place between French. Belgian, German, Saar and British
miners. In this discussion, the representatives of the revolu-
tionary miners of the countries mentioned dealt with the present
mining situation and with the efforts of the reformist bureau-
crats and of the mineowners to bring about a so-called coal
agreement,

It was unanimously agreed that no agreemen{ upon syste-
matic production was possible under capitalism. That which
the reformists and the mincowners are aiming at under the
cover of an agreement is nothing but the formation of a syn-
dicate, and thus the formation of an international monopoly
for the British, French and German capitalists against a num-
ber of lesser coal-producing countries and in particular the
Soviet Union. The formation. of such a monopolist svndicate
depends upon the conclusion of a political agreeinent of the
capitalist powers in question for a military alliance against the
Soviet Union.

The conference was unaninously of the opinson that a sharp
strugule should be conducted in all countries against the re-
formist theory of harmony and the creation of an international
svndicate. particularly because attempts are being made to
console the workers with an alleged agreement and planned eco-
nomy and to detract their attention from the struggle for im-
provements of wages and working conditions,

The miners of all couniries must set a struggle for wage
rases and shorter working hours against the capitalist ra-

T

tionalisation and the syndicate and monopoly geans. The g+ .
tion of the struggle for shorter working Egurs is of pari>
importance for the British miners, who must compel the !,
Donald Government to keep its promise to introduce the s
hour day. !

The revolutionary miners conference therefore decl:re f
to be the most imporiant task of the miners to organiv |
struggle for wage and working hour improvements in all c;. |
tries and to organise a struggle to abolish capitalism a1 |
take over production by the workers, as against the rein=
plans for a coal agreement. In order to mobilise the mim: |
all countries for these aims, it was decided to call an -
national miners congress. not consisting of officials Lk -
reformist congress, but of delegates from the pits.

RGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION }l

The Situation in Egypt. !

The Termination of the Mahmoud Dictatorship.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

The dictatorship of Mohammed Mahmoud Pacha in fr-°
has come to an inglorious termination. It was in vain thx -
Egyptian dictator by the grace of Lord Lloyd endeavourai :-
his return from London to retain his position. He had done *
duty in the service of British imperialism and the Briush ¢ -
vernment had no further reason to suEport him. The ingen:
policy of the Labour-imperialists in Egypt needs more st~
allies than a man like Mahmoud; it aims at an alliance wi% -
majority of the Egyptian landowners and capitalists: t
seeks to clear the way for direct co-operation with the Wi
Party.

‘It would, however, be a mistake to believe that the Lib: -
Party disdained to leave the dictator Mahmoud (the insin™
bequeathed them by their Conservative predecessors) in hi 1‘-!
sition as long as they well could. Up to the last moment. ate -}
were made under the patronage of the Labour politiciar: ©
make up a kind of coalition ministry with the participats -
Mahmoud. The Waid Party, it is true, could not veni::"
carry its treachery to the lengths of forming a bloc wir
anti-constitutional Mohammed Mahmoud. Seeing that in th -
future the Wafd Party will, by accepting the draft of the A
Egyptian treaty, considerably strain its popularity, it waso¥
to keep up the appearance of an irreconcilable attitude a
in regard to home politics. )

The situation that results is favourable both for the V.-
leaders and for the British imperialists. The abdicaricr *
Mahmoud was the immediate outcome of a secret discis’
between Mustapha Nahas Pacha, chairman of the Waid. :~
Sir Percy Loraine, the new British High Commissioner in ¢
At this discussion the Wafd leader agreed to adopt the Her::
son-Mahmoud draft as soon as the Wafd Party has success
issued from the Parliamentary elections. Thus the Waid *
apparently been the means of putting an end to the dictate+'"§
and will consequently enjov the increased prestige it rec ™
for the elections, while Henderson has the prospect of agree™
to his treaty “in the name of the Egvptian people.” o

The fact that the Mahmoud-Henderson agreement shouil
ratified by none other than a victorious Watd Party is of tre™
dous importance from the British imperialist standpoint I
well known that there is in Egypt a growing resistance i °
agreement, nay, even an agitation for its repudiation. The I~
closely we examine the individual diplomatically worke:-
points of the agreement and in particular the annexes reguii -
its execution, the more obvious it becomes that it repres
a confirmation, “glossed-over” with phrases, of the status ¢ &
in Egypt and not a realisation of Egyptian independence.

Dissatisfaction with the agreement reaches far into the 7
of the pettv-bourgeois adherents of the Wafd. When the 2™~
ment has been signed and as soon as it is apparent
entails no improvement in the position of the broad mas
fellahs, dissatisfaction is likely to find fairly vehement uferi:®
The position in the neighbouring countries (Palestine and Tr2™
Jordania on the one hand and the Sudan on the other) i ¢°
far from reassuring. Therefore, there would be no sense if
entire agreement if it did not bear the signature of the 1'%
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of the Egyptian People” — and this signature. which binds it
to a further sanguinary suppression of all popular movements,
the Ebgyrptian bourgeoisie desires to sell at as high a price as
ssible.

P So as to facilitate the transition from the hated dictatorship
to a “popular Ministry”, which will in reality pursue exactly the
same policy as the dictatorship did, a provisional Ministry
under Adli Pacha has been formed with the consent of the Waid;
its main task will be that of preparing the elections. This con-
sent again proves how little the Wafd essentially differs from
the other bourgeois-Feudal groups.

As regards the balance of the sixteen months during which
Mahmoud’s clique “dictated” in Egypt, there is not much to be
said for it. Nonme of his many promises did Mahmoud keep,
save of course the elaboration oF the new plans of irrigation,
which amounted to a surrender of the control of the Nile to
Great Britain.

In one respect, however, this period of dictatorship may
have serious consequences. In his search for popularity,
Mahmoud was forced to have recourse to measures of social
demagogy: he promised to the peasants the division among them
of large estates and to the workers a workers' protection law,
extensive hospital constructions, drinking-water for the rural
districts, and the like. He kept none of these promises, but still
he caused the working class to realise what they could demand
of the Government and what was being withheld from them.
Fven now, the Wafd papers are attempting to designate social
reforms as out of keeping with the-times and to prove that their
reajisation is impossible for financial reasons. But in whatever
hands authority lies, the workers and peasants, whose situation
is going from bad to worse, are beginning to fight for the
realisation of their class demands.

THE WHITE TERROR

The Terrorist Sentence of the

Faseist Tribunal.
Viadimir Gortan Already Executed,
By A. Rosso.
From the Italian Frontier, 17th October 1929.

Five workers from Vermo, Istria: Vladimir Gortan, Vittorio
Bacchiaz, Dusiano Ladavaz, Luigi Ladavaz and Vitale Gortan
have been condemned by the Mussolini tribunal. The indictment,
which is a mockery of every idea of law or justice, accused them
of being responsible for the bloody events which took place on
the 24th of May last, the day of the fascist ‘“elections” to
Parliament. Vladimiro Gortan was condemned to death; the
four other accused were each condemned to 30 years’ imprison-
ment. Vladimiro Gortan was executed this morning.

By its sentence the Special Tribunal has only carried out
an order of Mussolini, who announced in his speech last month
that “some fromtier districts require an example”. An example
had to be given, revolutionary workers had to be condemned to
death and 120 years' imprisonment; the mass movement of
proletarian amti-fascism is to be again terrorised by this bloody
Sentence.

The Special Tribunal, which was set up at the end of
1926 by a decree of Mussolini in order to settle “all political
trials of any importance”, has shown itself to be quite capable
of carrying out the behests of the Duce. It functions as a military
court; there is no appeal against 1ts sentences, The lirst trial held
bv the special tribunal took place on the 1st of February 1927.
By the end of 1927 it had condemned 207 accused to 2 total
of 1243 years’ imprisonment. In the year 1928 the number of
the condemned amounted to 732, who received sentences to-
falling 3522 years’ imprisonment. In the first six months of
1929, 150 accused were tried by this tribunal and were con-
demned 1o 700 years’' imprisonment, The lascist special
fribunal has in the first 2'/s years of its existence sentenced
1089 politically accused to a total of 5465 years’ hard labour.

[stria is one of those districts of Haly which, in addition
to the general unbearable exploitation and suppression by the
the fascist regime, there is added the most brutal terrorisation
of the Yugoslavian population. Since 1020 this district has been
the scene of uninterrupted civil war and unceasing acts of

violence, incendiarism and vile murders of the working people.
tn the towns pogroms were again and again carried out against
co-operative premises and editorial offices of workers papers.
The labour movement is exposed to the most cruel persecution,
and innumerable revolutionary proletarians have fallen victim
to the daggers and revolvers of the black-shirts. Whole viilages
in Istria have again and again been visited by punitive expedi-
tions who have decimated the population. This terror has not,
however, succeeded in breaking the resistance 10 the fascist
regime. The toiling masses of Istria stood and still stand irre-
concilably opposed both to the fascism of Mussolini and to
the rule of the Belgrade hangmen. They know that their eman-
cipation is only to be achieved by the revolutionary fight. This
is also shown by the plebiscite which in Istria, in spite of the
raging terror, resulted in 1300 ballot papers with a “no"” being
handed in. At these elections the fascists fired continually upon
numerous villages in order to terrorise the population. In Villa
Treviso Tuchtan, a Slav, was mortally wounded. Five Slav
workers have now been condemned on “suspicion” (!) of having
fired shots from an ambush.

On the 18th October, 1928, the worker Della Maggiore was
executed. Now the worker Viadimiro Gortan has been executed
and his four fellow-accused each condemned to 30 years' im-
prisonment.

This fresh brutal act of the fascist murder-regime will still
further increase the hatred of the international proletariat against
fascism. The international working class demands the release

.of all imprisoned victims of fascism. It will fight with all its

forces until the blood-stained fascist regime has been annihilated
and the working class emancipated.

The Carrying out of an
International Campaign against the
Military-Fascist Dictatorship in
Yugoslavia.

Resolution of the Constance Conference.

The terror of the Yugoslavian fascist dictatorship aimed
at the extermination of the active cadres of the C. P. of Yugo-
slavia, which culminates in the bestial murder of arrested labour
leaders, imposes upon the international proletariat the duty
to conduct the most active counter-campaign.

The Constance Conference of the Communist Parties
declares that the Great Servian military-fascist dictatorship in
Yugoslavia is not only conducting civi{ war against the pro-
letariat, the toiling peasantry and the suppressed nationalities,
but is also making increased preparations for imperialist war
against the Soviet Union. Therefore, the struggle against the
military-fascist dictatorship in Yugoslavia must be an inter-
national s'ruggle; it must be conducted as a struggle against
an outpost of the international imperialists, which is pushed
forward against the Soviet Union. :

The international imperialists do not stop at the fascisation
of Yugoslavia. With the support of international imperialism
the Austrian bourgeoisie is feverishly preparing the fascist
upheaval also in Austria. The conclusion of a new war alliance
between the States of the Little Entente signalises the prepara-
tion of the fascisation of Czechoslovakia.

The Communist Party of Yugoslavia, driven into illegality
and subjected to heavy blows, is nevertheless leading the
working and peasant masses in the struggle and gives heroic
examples of revolutionary resistance to the fascist murderers.
In the fight against the criminal military-fascist dictatorship
the C. P. of Yugoslavia is mobilising the broad masses. is
organising the scli-defence of the masses against the fascist
murderers.

In this tremendously hard struggle, which is of enormous
international importance, the C. P. of Yugoslavia and the
toiling masses of Yugoslavia have the right to expec! the most
active support of all the Communist Parties and of the whole
revolutionary proletariat and the revolutionary peasantry.

The Conference resolves to launch an active international
campaign against the military-fascist dictatorship in Yugoslavia.

The Parties must always emphasise the close connection
between the bloodv terror in Yugoslavia and the war pre-
parations against the Soviet Union. The working class in all
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countries must be made to realise that the Yugoslavian bourgeoi-
sie is conducting a ruthless annihilation struggle against the
toiling masses in order to be able to prepare to participate
undisturbed in the imperialist war against the Soviet Union,
and in case of its outbreak not to have to fear a revolutionary
hinterland.

For the succestul carrying cut of the campaign the following
is necessary:

1. The Press campaign against the military-fascist dictator-
ship must be reinforced.

2, The following organisations must be drawn into the
campaign: the trade unions, the International Red Aid, the
League against Imperialism, the Anti-fascist committes, the
Anti-fascist committees, the International League of Ex-Service-
men, League of the Friends of Soviet Russia and others.

3. In the carrying out of the campaign, special attention
must be directed. apart from the proletariat, to the mobilisation
of the toiling masses of the peasantry and suppressed nationali-
ties. The struggle against the national oppression in Yugoslavia
must be linked up with the struggle against international and
Balkan imperialism, against fascism and for the Balkan Fede-
ration of workers’ and peasants’ Republics.

The Parliamentary tribunes in Czechoslovakia. Gzrmany
and France must be used for exposing the military-fascist
dictatorship and its war-preparations against the Soviet Union.

5. Special forms of the campaign must be: a) adoption
of protest resolutions at workers’ and mass meetings, and election
ol delegations at these meetings who will be entrusted with the
handing over of these resolutions to the responsible represen-
tatives of the criminal government; street demonstrations before
the buildings of the Yugoslavian Cansulates and Embassies
(especially in Paris, Prague. London, Brussels eic.); b) for-
mation of anti-fascist committees for the organisation and
leadership of this action: c) the organisation of an exhibition
to expose the bloody terror of Yugoslavian fascism.

6. The railwaymen and transport workers of Austria.
France and Czechoslovakia are to be drawn in this struggle
with a view to organising a boycott of fascist Yugoslavia. The
workers in the war industries of France and Czechoslovakia
are to be mobilisied in order to sabotage and to prevent the
production of war material and its transport to the Yugoslavian
war-mongers,
7. The Communist Parties of America. Australia, France,
Argentina and Belgium, in whose countries there are Yugon-
slavian toiling masses, are faced with the task ol drawing the
Yugoslavian workers into this campaign. A special agitation
must be developed among the Yugoslavians "in order to induce
them not to send their savings to the agrarian or other banks
in Yugoslavia, the funds of which are used by the fascist
dictatorship for the strengthening of its power. The Communist
Parties of these immigration countries must promoie the
active support of the C. P. of Yugoslavia on the part of the
emigrated Yngoslavian working masses.

2. Exposure of the abominable role which is plaved bv the
Yugoslavian social-democratic partv. with the full support of
the I1. International. in the carrving out of the bloody regime
of the military-fascist dictatorship (). Topalovitch. the brothers
lil\(hl'(h D. Lapchevitch etc.).

). The proletariat of Austria, Czechoslovakia and of other
conn!ries must learn from the examnrle of Yugoslavia, that their
own bourgeoisie and international imperialism are nmmking
everv eflort, before starting the war against the Soviet Union,
to destroy and decapitate the revolutionary movement in the
respective countries. The Great-Servian and Anglo-French im-
perialists are continuing their svstematic advance against tie
Soviet Union bv the establishment of the militarv-fascist
dictatorship in Yugoslavia. Therefore, all the Communist Parties
are conironted with the task of a ruthless struggle against
fascism in the spheres of agitation, propaganda and organisa-
tion. This siruggle -cannot be conducted isolated, it must bear
an international. systematic character. The Yuvegoslavian prole-
tariat, led bv the C. P. of Yugoslavia, at the head oi the
foiting peasantry and of the suppressed nationalities. will put
an end to the bloodv regime of the military-fascist dictatorship
onlv when it is actively supported by the revolutionary prole-
tariat of al' countries.

Reaction in Canada.
By Alex G. Richman (New York).

With labour “socialism” rampant in Great Britain, ..
tion in Canada has taken a new lease on life. A campai¢
terrorism now raging aims to suppress the Communist Po.
and the other miiitant workers organisations. As evidenc =
this, 5 American and 2 Canadian Communist papers have bx
declared illegal in Canada recently and suppressed. These =
clude the “Radnik”, organ of the Jugoslav fractions m '
C.P.U.S. A,, published in Chicago; the “Freiheit”, its Jew::
organ, publlshed in New York; “ll Lavoratore”, its Italian u
gan, published in New York; “Sazname” its Bulgarian ory::
published in Detroit; “Uj Elore” its Hunganan paper. p.L
shed in New York: “The Worker”, official English organ .
the C.P.Can., and “Vapaus”, Finnish Communist papar put
shed in Sudbury, Canada.

In Toronto the city ordinances prohibit the delivery = ‘
speeches in any language other than English. Hall owner: =
tomatically lose their licenses if they rent their halls for C
munist mectings, Street meetings are interfered with by =
police and the participants arrested, il under the auspica ©
the Comparty or Canadian Labour Defence.

The most recent raid was that against the Canadian “Worke'.
when the police raided the printing plant where the “Worse”
is printed, and conliscated every issue. The printer, thraaten:.
with deportation proceedings. was forced to refuse to print
paper in the future

Another printer laces sedition charges for printing 2 b
flet demanding freedom of speech and a~>embh A number -
workers were arrested at mass demonstrations and face .
terms, and others are threatened with sedition charwes ani J
portation, Demonstrations in Queens Park, Toronto. are :-
tacked with savage brutality by foot and mounted police. Tt
social-democrats in the trade unions pretend to plead for ¢ret
ter lenience for Communists, on the ground that they should &
allowed to “let off steam™.

The international character of the united front against m-
litant workers organisations is shown by the compliance ¥
the U.S. postal authorities with the demands of the Buli:-=
dictatorship, and of the Yugoslav and British alliance ag:*
the Canadians. “Sasnanie” was notified by the Detroit |
officials that the Canadian government had barred its
lation and the post ofiice therefore would not mail the
Or, to take the case of “Radnik”, an American capitalist par.
the Chicago Tribune, announced at the beginning ol Acot
that “Raduik” was being suppressed in Canada. A 1ew Ji
later “Srobran”, a fascist Yugoslav paper published in P.-
burgh. printed a statement by a Yugoslav consul in Car::
:mnouncinq the suppression ol “Radnik” and threatening
arrest and deportation of anv worker caught reading the pa~e
in Canada. Some davs thereafler the management of “Radn¥
was officially notified of its suppression by the Canadian o
stoms authorities, with no cause given. ’

i

The MacDonald government encouraged and aided -
suppression. Since the delegates of the bloody Yugoslav
tatorship supperted the British at the Young Plan conferz:
at the Hague, MacDonald. acting through the Canadian govet
ment, co-operated wik the agents and spies of King Aleur
der’s military dictatorship. British impeiialism beneiits by it
action, since it helps to round cut its anti-Soviet front in pre
paration for the coming world war. and is an essential p"'
of the international campaign avainst the Conmnunist movem®’

Arov Vaara, editor of *Vapaus”, Finnish Communist p2°¢
issued in the midst of the Mond barony in the nickel mx
ficlds, was fined $ 1,000 and jailed for six months. Here 21
the British labour government undoubtedly had a hand.

The Canadian proletariat. led by the C.P. and the Lab‘t"
Defence. is resisting these attacks and organising the na
and foreign-born masses against them, The American foreil
born workers are also I)emu rallied to their support, and m?
of their oreanisations are holding meetings and sending res
lutions to the Canadian Ambassador in Washington and 10 Ui
Leit wing press.
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SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
SOVIET UNION

The “Turksib® Railway.
By R. O.

I'he Turkestan-Siberian Railway, termed “Turksib” for short,
hich was commenced in 1920, will probably be concluded
yout the middle ot 1930. The new railway, which will link up
beria with Soviet Central Asia and which, economically con-
dered, ranks with the other great Soviet economic and indu-
rial projects, the Dnieprostroi, the Volga-Don Canal etc., was
‘iginally planned to be completed in 1931. That the railway
ill be completed before the time fixed is a sign of the organi-
tonal capacity of the Soviet economic system which is in
neral exceeding the plans laid down for the new projects.
14 a prool that these plans are based upon sober calculation.
:spite the enormity of the tasks contained in them and despite
eir class struggle character. :

From the standpoint of Siberia the significance of the new
ulway is that 1t will cpen up a new market for the produce
i the Siberian soil and that it represents a considerable devel-
rment of the very one-sided connections of Siberia with the
utside world. Apart from a few branch lines, the -railway
smmunications of Siberia were limited to the great West-East
ne from European Russia into Siberia with its terminus in
ladivostock. This line is not able to ofler the stream of
ibcrian commodities a sufficiently broad bed, and as a result
iberian grain is loaded with relatively high freight charges.

The plans for the development of Soviet economy aim to
pen up a way across the polar sea (through the so-called Sea
i Cara, which is already a commercial proposition), and in
le South to open up a new railway network. The Turkestan-
berian Railway uses the branch line from the main Siberian
ailway near Novosibirsk to Semipalatinsk which existed before
e war, The line will then proceed in a South-Westeriy direc-
on parallel with the Chinese frontier through Casackstan and
drgistan to the town of Frunse in the heart of Central Asia
‘here there is then a connection with the existing Soviet Central
isian railway net. The length of the new line from Semipala-
n:k to Frunse is 1,400 kiliometres, The new line will transport
hiely the much-needed timber and grain from Siberia to the
xeral republics of Turkmenistan and Usbekistan (lormerly
aled Turkestan). The former railway connections of Soviet
entral Asia were represented by a line from Krasnovo:sk on
ne Caspian Sea to Tashkent and then on to Frunse. The ireights
rom or to Krasnovodsk therefore needed transport over the
-aspian Sea, There is a further line from the Volga district
rom Samara via Orenburg to Tashkent etc. Compared with
hese lines the mew Turksib line gives the possibility of trans-
Jorting grain from Siberia to Central Asia and diverting the
jrain from the Volga district to Western Russia or to the
~orld market. What a great rationalisation of the grain trans-
wort and other transport not only for Siberia but also for other
districts of the Soviet Union this ‘will mean needs no elaboration.

_ The full significance of the Turksib line is however only
viear when the importance of the grain transport to Central Asia
15 recognised. Central Asia is the main cotton growing district
of the Soviet Union and is of first-rate importance for the
textile industry and for the state of the foreign trade balance of
the Soviet Union. There are three practical possibilities of
tncreasing the production of the cotton harvest: the intensification
Ot production per hectare, the extent of the artificial irrigation
Sistem required for the production of cotfon, and the produc-
tcn of cotton instead of other crops. grain, rice, etc. The last
ot these possibilities is the one which offers the swiftest and
most efiective results under the given circumstances. In other
words. the import of grain, rice, etc.. into Central Asia must be
guarantee:} regularly, punctually, and cheaply in order that the
zeasam§ i Central Asia have an incentive to iucrease their
yroducnon of cotton at the expense of these other crops. The
seneral condition for this is a secure food basis. The rather
“idespread production of grain, rice, etc.. upon land which is
’l""able for the production oi cotton could thereore be aban-
doned and cotton substituted. The solution of the problem can

be carried out by Siberian grain with the assistance of the
Turksib ratlway to the benefit of the interests of the Siberiun
economic system, the Central Asian economic system and the
economic system cf the Soviet Union as a whole, whose textile
industry will receive a broader raw material basis and which
will have to import considerably less cotton and be able in-
stead to import increasingly machinery and other necessities.
Fhe complex of all these economic possibilities shows what
a great achievement the completion of the Turkestan-Siberian
Railway befcre the original time planned will be for the eco-
nomic system of the Soviet Union,

The Proletarian Solntiim of the
Jewish Colonination and National

Question.
Birobidjan the Future Jewish Socialist Soviet Republic.
Berlin, i Ocoobur 1920,

At a press reception oi the ssciety for the promoiion of
Jewish colonisation in the Soviet Union, an American dele-
gation consisting of university professors and members of the
cclonising societv “lcor”, gave a report of its investications
in Birobidjan, a district allotted by the Soviet Governmznt tor
Jewish colonisation. The plan of the Soviet Government is
ultimately to make an autonoimous Jewish socialisi Saviet Re-
public in this district. Az a result both the economic and na-
tional preblems of Jewish colonisation will be solved in the
laud ol the victorious proleariat and complete national an:d
cultural freedsm establizhed for the Jews,

In their repor: the membdirs of the delegation pointed out
that the Birghidjan district was very lertile and was particu-
larly suitable for corn. flax, rice and other cultures, fcr in-
stance the sova bean. The land was also suitable for carle
breeding, dairy farming. etc. As a result of the immense fores:=,
the conditions for the development ol the timber and wood
work trade were good. The district also poasessad consilde-
rable coal resources and other valuable minerals, includine
gold. iron. marble. etc. The Soviet Govermment supperted the
colonists with building, financial and rmachine credits and sup-
ported them energetically in their efforts 1o fzrm collective
undertakings. Summing up. the deleyates declared unanimously
that Birobidjan was a rich country, full of possibiliites, There
were great problems. as in all new countriez, but these pro-
blems were undoubtedly soluble. One «f the most imariant
methods for ocvercoming the dilficultics was  collectivisition
which was particularly important with regard 19 the purchase
cf equipment,

Replying to questions concerning the relations existing bet-
ween the Jewizh colonists and the native popdatioa, o1 Cos-
sacis. Tunzusions and Koreans, the speaker for tha delegation
declared that unlike the situation in Palestine, the native po-
pulation wilcomed the colonists in a friendly fashion.

This is also quite natural. because the Soviet Government
sees to it that not only do the activities of the Jewish colonists
not damage the native agricultural population, but that they
assist in promoting the agricultural prosperity of all the in-
habitants of the district.

INTERNATIONAL PERSECUTION OF
COMMUNISTS

A New Blow against the
Revolutionary Movement in France.
By M. Cachin (Paris).

The bourgeoisie is preparing a firesh blow against the
Communist PParty of France, its organ *“Humanité". and the
C. . T. U. The T'ublic Prosecutor has decided to extend the
indictment. The Humanité is accused oif espionage on account
of its workers’ correspondence. In addition to Comrades Bar-
busse, Cachin, Vaillant-Couturier, Gavman and Foresuer,
154 functionaries of the C. P. and of the C. G. T. U. have been
arrested.
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The aim which is being pursued must be clear to every
worker. The “Humanité”, whose undaunted propaganda against
imperialism and the war danger is feared, is {fo be suppressed.
This suppression has already been attempted once by an attack
upon the Workers' and Peasants’ Bank. This attempt failed at
the time. It is now being renewed.

But it is not only a question of the organ of the C. P. of
France. The Communist Party itself is to be destroyed. The
blow at the legal existance of the Party signalises at the same
time a new stage in the offensive against the Soviet Union.
As it has been announced, the decision of the Public Prosecutor
is connected with the Bessedowsky affair. It is said that the
Communist Party, along with the Soviet Embassy in France.
was “striving to bring about diplomatic incidents so as {o
provoke an armed conflict”. It is declared that there is now
sufficient ground for calling the Soviet Embassy to account.
The incitement aiming at exnelling the Soviet representative
in Paris has now reached ils highest point.

The new provocations of the police have not come as a
surprise to our Party. The bourgeoisie and their allies. the
social-democrats, cannot further carry out the capitalist rationa-
lisation and the mobilisation of all the reactionary forces for
an attack upon the Soviet Union without shattering the only
organisation really and truly devoted to the cause of the
proletariat. The Communist Party of France will. however.
know how to meet the attack of the government authorities. It
will close its ranks more firmly together, eject the cowards and
the opportunists and carry on with the greatest energy the
fight for the final ends of Communism. The Communist Party
of France cannot be destroved because it expresses the con-
stantly growing will to fight of the enormous masses of the
workers, because its methods of organisation and tactics are
directed along the line of world revolution, The Communist
Party is calling upon the workers in town and country to defend
with the greaftest determination their demands and their rivhts.
It addresses o the working class the appeal to defend their
Partv and the unitary trade unions and their organ the “Hu-
manité”. It calls upon them to set up fighting committees in
the factories. Hands off the Soviet Union! Hands ofi the Com-
munist Partv and the C. G. T. U.!

FASCISM

Letters from Austria.

By Fritz Riick,
(Special Correspendent of the “Inprecorr”.)
V.
THE CRADLE OF THE HEIMWEHR.
Salzburg, 6th October, 1020.

At the base of the great Dome in Salzburg a scaffolding
has been erected. A field service for the Salzburg and Tyrol
members of the Heimwehr wiil be held upon this scaffolding this
morning. 8,000 fascists are announced. The Heimwehr in Salz-
kammergut is to send 5.000 whilst the others are to come from
the Tyrol. Special trains and motor lorries have been rolling
into the town since the early morning. The former officers of
the imperial army are overjoved that they once again have
an opportunity through the Heimwehr, of shouting their military
commands. The peasant lads from the Tyrol and from Salz-
kammergut who represent the greater part of the Heimwehr,
are very proud of themselves and do their best to look as though
their task was to lead Austria into a glorious future.

The outward apnearances are deceptive. The peazant m2m-
bers of the Heimwehr are least of all suitable for use ouiside
their own district. This is particularly true of the peasants in
the Tvrol and in Salzburg. Their economic situation is not good
and they are discontented. Just as in Germany, the peasants here
paid off their debts in the inflation period. but have contracted
new debts in the past few vears which followed upon the sta-
bilisation of the schilling. The class struggle exists in these
mountains also. although its front is often cloaked.

It is a great misiortune, that the working class movement
in these districts has not succeeded in convincing the peasants.
at least in part. of the fact that the interests of the workers and
peasants are common and that the enemv of the peasant, finance
capital, is closely connected with industrial capital, the exploiter
ot the workers. The worker in the factory is squeezed drv

whilst the peasant on his farm is weighed down by usu:.
roots of the nationalist ideology. which also plays 2 .
siderable role in the Heimwehr camp, can be seen clear: -
this ideology and the activity which results from the rre.:
dissatisfaction, are directed against an alleged Marxist d:-
ship in Austria, and above all. Vienna. although with e -
will in the world it is not possible to discover amy si.n. t
such a dictatorship.

In the Tyrol and in Salzkammergut one can also ot~
the great political role played by the Catholic Church, »-
has its agitators in every village and which has becon-
strongest conservative power and the upholder of ib:
traditions since the overthrow of the Hapsburg monarch: °
district has its history and its tradition which are stroz..
active and tower over such towns as Innsbruck and Salzp. .
powerfully as the mountains in which they are bedded. W«
already pointed out the great role which the Catholic pries::
in the Heimwehr movement, They seek to conceal the fa:
the Heimwehr movement is the servant of those forces «
are in reality the most dangerous enemies of all the -
workers and peasants. |

Tyrol was the cradle of the Heimwehr. Its beginninz: - |
from the days of acute shortage when the peasants held -
rifles and even machine-guns on their farms in order to ¢~
unwelcome guests from the towns. The necessity of insii-
the peasants in the use of arms. led fo the formation of orz:-
tions which, under the leadership of officers in connaction «
politicians of the Christian-Social Party and representati.»
the German Nationalists of whom the best known. is i1 -
torious Kapn putchist Pabst, became more and more f
Provided with a false name and supported bv the authi i
Major Pabst worked for years to unify the Heimwehr org:
tions. To those outside the movement he was little knowrn.
to-day he is the acknowledged military leader of the Heim~
and took part officially in all the discussions which led -
formation of the Schober Government.

Apart from the peasant elements. a great role is plave:
the Tvrol Heimwehr by the students of the Innsbruck un:ve
and bv the sons of the urban bourgeoisic, petty bourgeois --
tradesmen.

The peasants in the Tyrol, in Salzburg and in Vorar:
are not much good for use outside their own districts in s~
of far-reaching fascist aims. These neasant elements are -~
in their own lands and would not follow any apnpeal # ™
Heimwehr which took them outside their own district
leaders of the Heimwehr are very well aware of this fac =
recently therefore thev have made tremendous eHorts in orée
win the workers in the smaller factories because thev know
with financial advantages and the necessary pressure on tre®”
of the emplovers, these workers would represent a much 7~
mobile force than the neasantry. The success of the Tvrol H-~ :
wehr in this direction has heen verv moderate up to the n":
but the fact is that the fascists have secured a foothold am -
the workers.

Here. as in other districts, it can be seen that the Heim: -
nrogramme is not limited to temporary parading or fo 2 ~"~
The Jeadership of the Heimwehr movement in Austria. w3
is definitely fascist both in forms and aims, has a longer
spective for which it is systematically agitating and organ- !
It would therefore be wrong to underestimate the Heimu~
movement because of the fact that the long awaited 20:h >*
tember was nothing but a parade without any attemnt ¥
farther. Their preliminary aim, the overthrow of the Streerut ]
government and the speeding up of the reform of the (™
stitution, was obtained by the fascists prior to the 20t “¢}
tember by the mere threat of a march on Vienna. The activ: !
the Heimwehr is being continued energetically; parade 4
parade is being held and the armaments of the fascists are >
perfected. The decisive trial of strength between the wo™’
class and Heimwehr fascism in Austria has not vet taken p.*
but all signs show that it will not be long before it doe ™
place. Loaded rifles have a tendencv to go off. and there
enough people in the fascist camp who have their fingers o
trigger. .

The decisive question is what preparations are the Au<”
workers making to meet this eventuality, to what extent anc
what speed will the Communist Party succeed in gaining =
consolidating its influence upon the workers, and what influer>
will make themselves felt in the social-democratic masses 3
result of this development to fascism,

TUE1AARXRETUARE. " S INGUER it
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The C. P. of Sweden Split by the
Right Ligquidators.
By A. J. Smolan.

The incredible has happened, the crime against the revo-
utionary labour movement has been committed in the most
rivolous manner, the split of the C. P. of Sweden has been
chieved by the Right majority of the Central Committee. For
our weeks the majority of the Central Committee had carried
a in the Central organ whioh is under its control a spiteful,
wrely personal fight against the minority of the Central Com-
nittee and the representatives of the E. C. C. I, whereby it
leliberately deceived and misled the members, and instigated
wlice persecution against the E. C. C. . representatives. The
najority cunningly avoided making any objections on principle
> the Open Letter or the policy of the Comintern, it even
sserted day after day that it is in complete agreement with this
wlicy. 1t went even further and made out that it alone is pro-
ecting the correct revolutionary line of the VI. World Congress
igainst the opportunist minority which, sad to say, has met
viﬂé %e support of the misguided and erroneously informed
: I

After these preparations a number of “reliable” members
ind nuclei were mobilised who loudly demanded the immediate
onvocation of the Party Congress. The C. C. “had to comply
vith this almost uniform opinion of the membership”, and
herefore the Right majority decided to convene the Party
songress for the 15th of November. These hypocrites were not
fisturbed by the fact that this decision, which is contrary to
he statutes of the Comintern, was declared invalid by the re-
esentatives of the E. C. C. L.

They betrayed their true intentions by an incautiously
~vorded article of Kilboom, in which it is stated that “they
~ould fight up to the last for their readmittance should the
ninority succeed in manoeuvring them out of the Comintern”.

In the meantime the E. C. C. I. intervened. It pointed out
m a second letter that the decision of the majority of the C, C.
s in contradiction to the Open Letter. and cancelled the deci-
sion of the premature convening of the Party Congress, which,
it pointed out, was contrary to the statutes of the Comintern.
The E. C. C. I. condemned in the sharpest manner the action

of the Rights and called upon all the Party organisations not-

to send any representatives to a Party Congress which was not
convoked in accordance with the provisions and statutes of the
Comintern. The E. C. C. 1. further demanded that all the docu-
ments and arficles of the Comintern and its delegates should be
published., and that the miznority be granted space in the Party
tress to put forward its standpoint. To the Young Communist
eague the right had to be granted to defend the Open Letter
and the line of the Comintern against the opportunist majority
of the C. C.

Every honest follower of the Comintern regarded it as an
open scorning when this letter appeared on the 9th of October
in small type as a discussion article in the central organ of the
Party. The majority of the C. C. now threw off the mask, at
least partlv, and declarcd in a leading article in the same issue
of the paper that the Party Congress consfituted a vital requi-
rement for the Pariv and that it would meet at the time appoin-
ted. It was further declared in this article that “every attemipt to
bind the free decision of the members by means of expulsion
will be objected to at the next World Congress”.

In the last session of the C. C. the representatives of the
E.C. C. I attempted to irduce the Right majority to abandon
this pernicious standpoint, but all persuasion, all attempts to
settle the differences in an amicable manner were frustrated by
1he_l_rre(‘onci]able attitude of the Rights, who wanted a rapid
decxsnoq at all costs and to preserve the Party apparatus and
the positions for themselves. The delegation of the E. C. C. L.

the only possible remaining step: it declared the Right
members of the C. C. to be removed. and instructed the mino-

rity of the C. C. which was true to the Comintern to carry on.

the leadershin of the Party.

T_he Rights who had been removed from their positions
mobilised on the same dav 50 incited and fanatical members
fnd undertook a raid on the Pary secrefariat, making use for

this purpose of iron palings and revolvers. But the attack was
repulsed. The numerous employees ol the Central organ. who
almost without exception belong to the Right, now took pos-es-
sion of the printing works and the editorial offices and pre-
vented by force any members of the Minority from entering the
building. The chief editor Kilboom called in the aid of the
police and had the building guarded day and night by a number
of his followers. In the days foliowing the Rights commenced
an incredible pogrom incitement against the Minority and the
E. C. C. L. representatives, whom they represented as lascist
putchists who could not tolerate an honest worker in a meeting.
The majority had a number of protests sent by telegraph by
their followers in the rural districts which were published next
day in the central organ. But they will not be able to carry on
long by such means of deception.

Numerous nuclei and local groups which hitherto believed
the hypocritical assurances of the Rights, are now rallyving
round the proper Party leadership, and even in the capital.
where hitherto the Rights were strongest, the influence of the
C. C. minority has considerably increased. The same thing
is being repeated that happened on the occasion of Hoglund's
defection in the year 1024: the proletarian core of the Partv
still feels itself to be closely connected with the Comintern, with
its World Party and is not allowing itself to be manoeuvred
out of the International to which it has belonged for ten yeais,
by a set of liquidatory job-huniers. :

The Communist Party ef Palestine
and the Arab Revolt.
By Bob (Jaffa).

Under extraordinarily difficult conditions the C. P. of Pale-
stine has succeeded in convoking an enlarged plenary session
of the C. C, at which the role and the tasks of the Palestinian
working class and of its Party, the C. P. of Palestine, in the
Arab revolt were discussed. The mere technical side of convo-
king such a meeting proved a very complicated matter under
the general conditions of state of siege, and specially severe
persecution of the Communists.

In view of the tremendous chauvinism prevailing as a result
of the rebellion having been deflected in the direction of po-
groms and national struggles, in view of the practical division
of the cities and the country into national “zones” (entailing
danger to any Jew enfering an Arab zone and vice versa), and
in view of the unscrupulous ayitation on the part of the national
leaders on either side, the very fact of Jewish and Arab workers
meeting together constituted a considerable risk. The plenum
was, however, able to establish that the Party members have
effectively resisted the general mania of chauvinism. In this
national conflict, unchained by reactionary hands, the C. P. of
Palestine proved, as in times of “peace”. to be the one and only
refuge of internationalism, with full agreement between Jewish
and Arab workers. In particular, the activity of the Arab mem-
bers had increased during the days of rebellion; they agitated
for the diversion of the movement into purely anti-imperialist
channels and for the union of Jewish and Arab workers to
this end.

The items of the agenda were as follows: 1. The inter-
national situation, the revolt in Palestine, and the internal situ-
ation in the Party. 2. Orientation towards the Arabs and que-
stions of organisation.

In connection with the first question it was established that
upon the whole the directives of the C. C. were correct and that
it was quite in keeping with the interests of the working class
of Palestine and in those of the revolutionary movement to ook
upon the present upheaval as a national one, while opposing
its reactionary character in so far as it had been diverted in
the direction of pogroms. at the same {ime to broaden it and
put forward anti-imperialist fighting slogans. Similar approval
was expressed of the denunciation of the role played on the one
hand by the British-Zionist provocationists and on the other
by the feudal-clerical Arab leaders, as also of the true designs
of the British imperialists, Zionists, and treacherous Arab
bourgeoisie. Nor did the C. C. fail to note the deep social roots
of the movement and its agrarian character, which fact was
expressed in the emphasis laid on agrarian slogans.

The C. C,, it is true, committed a number of mistakes. which
it readilv admitted in the theses submitted to the Party organi-
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sations, The rate of development was far more rapid than the
['arty leaders hadi expected; the wheel of the Party to the Left
and its consequent practical adaptation to the tasks of a revo-
lutionary situation come too late and, greatly impeded by dis-
cussion-with the Right Opposition, were not effected with suffi-
cient thoroughness, so that, added to the organisational weak-
ness of the I'arty at the outbreak of the rebeliion, there was
4iso an insufiicient fighting ability. But since the revolt on
August 23rd was nothing but the first stage of the great revo-
lutionary movement preparing in all Arab couniries, these
mi~takes mighi well be made good by a proper and consistent
line of activity on the part of the Party.

Events, it is true, have shown that alongside the predo-
miant majority of the Party that had drawn the appropriate
‘ssons from the recent sanguinary events, there were Right
«pportunist elements who were utilising the occasion to make
a general attack on the directives of the Party and the C. L
These elements had taken advantage of the fact that the C. C.
hal contented itsell with opposing then ideoiogically and had
1ot taken organisationa! measures for their removal from the
Party ranks. to undermine the discipline of the Party and to
2o 10 lengths which are altogether tantamount to a liquidation
ol the revolutionary Party line.

The Rigzht opportunists opposed the Left orientation of the
IParty, scofled at the third period as an invention of the C. L.,
den‘ed the radicalisation of the masses .opposed the demon-
strations. on May Ist and August Ist. and declined to accept
tie revolutionary principles of the Comumunist Party structure.

During the recent events, the Party committee at Haifa,
where the Right is most inftuental, decreed oll-hand that the
apreal of the C. C. of the €. P. of Palestine, which spoke of the
emancipatory moveinent of the Arab masses, was wrong, since
there bad been no such movement but only pogroms, In imita-
tion oo the outcry of tue Zionist and Poale-Zionist agiational
apparatus, these “Commun sis™ merely underlined the instances
o national fights and cruel assaults, purposely overlooking all
~scial motives of the movement and the anti-imperialist out-
breaks in places where there was no Zionist “barrier’, denying
the possibility of the working class (C. P.) undertaking the lead
m tne movement, and lnally declaring that the only possible
tuctics would have consisted in remaming at home and waiting
toi the end of the pogromis, and that e bes{ thing the Jewish
workers could do would be to quit [alestine altogether.

The Haifa Commiitee, however, did not content itseli with
this intelligent *“analysis’ of the movement, but started to act
openly against the C. C. 1t simply suppressed the Party appeal
and thus gave the enemies of the Commmunists the possibility to
~tart a terrible campaign of agitition against them and to awa-
ken distrust of the Party among the workers who had until then
-vmpatiised with us,

In such circumstances the plenum was obliged to call the
munbers of the Right Oppositon sharply to account. The verdict
wis unannnous and fully in accordance with the recommenda-
tiopns given to the C. C. of the C. D. of Dalestine by the Lastern
Scaretariat of the E. C. C. 1. in a letter of August I3th (only
received during the rising). Adherence to the Right ideology
was declared to be incompatible with membership of the C. P.
and the C. C. was called upon inmmediately to cleanse the Party
ol all representatives of opportunism and of petty-bourgeois
I'oale Zionism.

At the same time, the attitude of the semi-Right (concilia-
Honist) elcnents was refuted, These elements are only “partly”
i favour of the Right. as in the question of radicaiisation, of
ine Ist of August, and the hike, and also oppose severe organi-
~aiional measures against the Right danger.

\ kind of “platiorm™ of this directions was recognised by
e pienun to have been embodied in the article by Comrade
Alimi (formerly the leader of the Right Opposition) in No. 50
o1 the Iiternational Press Correspondence, which, it is true.
daes not oppose the principles of workers' and peasams’ govern-
wient, agraran revolunon. and a firm stand avainst the trea-

chornns national bourgeoisie -— principles which Alini was ouce
worn 1o assal — but proiesses to see a danger in “over-estima-

iy the radicalisation of the working masses”. Now it has been
iist the inistake on the part of the Party that the radicalisation
Gl the masses was often underrated, while the situation was
vipe for a far more energetic and comprehensive offensive of
the workers than was inttiated by the Partyv after its orientation

Fetr. According 1o the resolution oi the plenum, the con-
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ciliators could only remain in the arty if they abandoaad

standpoint and began to iight in word and deed agams .

Right danger.

In regard to the second item of the agenda, the plenun «: :

of the unanimous opinion that the rate at which the I'ar
exiending among the Arab working class must be acuelerar

to the utmost. The cbjective presumiptions for such an exwr--::

are given in the serious revolutionary cxcitement of the
and the treachery of the national Arab leaders. By eniarz:,
its Arab cadres, the Party may play an important. part i =
next stage of the revoiutionary development. The British Govi
ment and the reactionary circles connected with 1t kiow -
very well, and the greatly increased persecution of the :.-
is 10 be ascribed to fear of the growth of the revoluni:
workers’ movement and of Comumunism.

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT |

The Indepﬁ;dent Trade Union of

Indonesia and Xts Suppression.
By M. Musso.

Up 10 the time when the darekat Naum Burub Ipnio:
was suppressed nearsy eignieen monifis ndve elapsed s
ts shori period tne movemen. succeeded 1n exiending f -
Hudlive voly lapiddy ditlong e aadJieslan WOIKiny s

Ve mass character oi tae umon Irighiened not ow
government but arso (e nauonanst paraes, whien were -
wuigaged in orgatising irade uiions. rrom he very oegni.
of 1ls exisience not only the police were comating this Ir.
pendent union, but also the nationalist trade umpions and .
native soctal-aemocrauc unions.

the repori of the Dutcn governnient on the suppressis -
the 5. K. B, 1. revealed that the organisers of the umon +:-
commuitists, remnanis of those who were participaung -
uprisings during 1920 and wno could noi be ariesied or pun- =
1o ~vew-Guinea, because there were not eviuences enougn dy- -
them. lhe most important leader of this union was Marsc
who betore the insurrection ol 1920 was alreaay discn’
irom his post as a postal worker m Surabaya on accoun: -
revolutionary propaganda among the posiai workers. Li«
when the postal workers union the >arekat-fostel aw =
C. P. L. were driven underground (1923) Marsudi pecamc ™
active Sccretary ol the postal-workers union, of which M=%
was the chairman.

Right irom 1he beginning of the existence ol the v
Marsudi launched the slogan, that the union was lightng -
for the economic interesis ol the workers, and it nad e
to do whatever with politics,

rhis non-political character of the trade union was of .=
very dangerous and Marsudi understood this very well. 177
fore, at meetings and in the organs ol the union, ihe lex::
although not directly and plainly, advocated the uncomprom:~.
class struggie. From the iegal standpoint the authoiities
powerless in lace of the organisaiion ol Marsudi. o

Marsudi was fighting at all cost to preserve the I°-
pendence of the union. He clearly emphasised. that every wis
could be a member of the S. K. B. L. irrespective ol rac:
creed, This tacic was mainly directed against the natione”
trade unions. which organised only native workers and i
against the Sarekat-Islam trade unions, which accepted -
Mohanimedan workers as members.,

Ihe campaign ol siander carried on by the treacherous
tionalists furnished the government with a pretext to suppe*
the S. K. B. I. and arrest a number of its leaders. .

According to the law there were no grounds for summo{
the leaders o1 the S.K.B. Il before the court, but the D
authorities made use oi the despo.ic power of the gover™
general to banish them 1o New-Guinea. Banishment oric”
were issued agamst Marsudi, the chairman of the C U
as well as against Gunarjo and Mulyono, both mend.”
ol the C. C. Aliadirejo, the local leader of the 1
wav and tramway workers of Sourabaya, was ordered 1
exiled to the malaria-ridden district of Boven-Digul amids: i
jungle of New-Guinea. The jurist Sumantri had first to unders
his punishment. aiter which he would be sent to the place ¢
exile.




International Press

1323

Correspondence

The authorities, who had branaed the S. K. B. I. as a purely
onumunist organisation, not on'y continued to arrest and banish
he leaders. but also prohibited the independent union.

In Indonesia where the struggie between the oppressed and
ppressors is a life and death siruggle, the social reiormists are
riven the most responsible posts in the oppression apparatus of
he imperialists. At the beginning of this year the social-demo-
-rat Miihlenfeld was appointed Director ol the civil administra-
ion of the Indonesian government. The appointment of social-
«lormists to such high posts results in the accentuation of
he white terror in Indonesia. About three months ago the
.wcial-democral Stokvis wrote articles hinting that there are at
yresent still many communists in Indouesia, who are not yet
xanished to New-Guinza and are working among the working-
Jass and among the left nationalists. There is no doubt that
Stokvis knew exactlv the real condition of the S. K. B. L. and
-herefore urged the Dutch imperialists to separate the nationalists
rom the extremists and to be careiul in dealing with the trade
1nion movement.

Not only the native social-democratic railway union is now
reed from a dangerous rival, but also the treacherous trade
inion leaders of the Sarekat-Islam like Suryopranoto and Rek-
sodiputro can manoeuvre a great deal more easily than before.
Even the so-called left nationalists, thanks to the suppression of
the S. K. B. L. succeeded in Sourabaya in establishing a union
o chauffeurs with the treacherous doctor Sutomo as adviser.

Our comrades in Indonesia, in spite of the severe white
terror, have remained the true followers of the R. I. L. U. and
the C. 1. Marsudi and Sumantri can be banished or sentenced to
lifte imprisonment. but the basis of the revolutionary class or-
ganisations remains and the spirit of the class-struggle in Indo-
nesia cannot be broken. Sharrened bv the many experiences, the
Indonesian workers will build up their organisation much better
than before. The working class of Indonesia, in spite of the
treachery of the nationalist leaders, continues to be revolutionary.

THE NEGRO QUESTION
The Fifth Pan-African Congress.

By Ford.
The Fifth Pan-African Congress is scheduled to be held
at Tunis, North Africa. December 20th to 28th, 10929, The
question immediately arises will the Congress answer the

thousand and one problems which face the toiling masses of
Negroes of black Africa, West Indies, and America which it
purports to represent; will it work out or make any attempt to
combat imperialism and capitalism or to mobilize the toilers
for struggle. The answer in the very outset is, No!

The P. A.C. was organized in 1919 following the close of
the World War by a group of Negro petty bourgeois intellec-
tuals led by Dr. Du Bois, the leadiing Negro intellectual of the
U.S. A. and in conjunction with Negro members of the French
Chamber of Deputies, Ramsay MacDonald, leader of the British
Labour Party and other white European reformists took part in
the First Congress at London, in 191G, )

Dr. Du Bois was the organiser of the National Association
for the Advancement of Coloured People in the U.S. A. in 1909,
It was from this organisation that he got support for organising
the P. A.C.*). Since 1919 the Negro bourgeoisie has come to
the support of Du Bois in the P.A. congress.

The French Negro members of the P.A.Congress have
received their appointments as Deputies in the French Chamber
through endorsement of the French Colonial Administration and
cannot be said to have any mass infiuence amongst the natives
' Africa or the West Indies. Through their skill as politicians
they early gained coutrol of the organisation in order to block

*) The National Association for the Advancement of Co-
loured People is composed of white and Negro liberals and
inellectuals and has 1he financial support of such capitalists as
I B. Rockieller, jr. and Julius Rosenwald. The membership is
‘“11\ up on-a yearly subscription basis and is reported to be
100.600. Its influence is even greater. However it cannot be said
tha;. Du Bois has the full support ol the organisation in his Pan-
African project.

any anti-French imperialist policies that might arise. At the
present time they have gained sufficient control 10 make the
organisation an open agent of French imperialism in particuiar
and imperialism in general.

The P.A.C. arose at the time of the rise of the Garve
movement and was the intellectual contemporary of this move-
ment, both of which were competing to divert the general unrest
amiongst the Negroes lollowing the war into channels of reac-
tion, The Pan-African Congress had a more practical aim to
this end in the assistance which it offered to the colon:ial ad-
ministrations of the imperialists in the governing of the African
colonies; the Garvey mwovement was more a utopian dream with
the aim to build a black capitalist Empire in Alrica along the
lines of the Jewish Zionist movement and to take Negroes from
the New World back to Africa. The Garvey movemeut has a
membership of more than 600,000.

However it cannot be said that the Pan-African Congres:
has any mass support. i is not built on the lines of indivi.iual
membership. It is organised along the lines of indirect support
of such organisations as the N. A, A. C. P., Negro business men's
Association, etc., and the influence that the leaders exert in
these organisations.

The second P. A.C. was divided between London, Belgium
and Paris in 1921. The third Congress was held in London and
Lisbon in 1923. The fourth Congress was held in New York
in 1927,

At the third Congress demands as represenied in the reso-
lution adopted are summarised as follows:

1. For the civilised British subjects in West Africa and the
West Indies, the institution of home rule and responsible govern-
ment without discrimination as to race or colour.

2. For such areas as Northern Nigeria, Uganda and Basu-
toland, a development of native law, industry and education with
the specific object of training them in home rule and economic
independence, and for eventual participation in the general go-
vernment of the land.

3. For French Africa the extension of the citizenship rights
of voting and of representation in Parliament from Senegal and
the West Indies to other parts of the colonies as rapidly as the
present comprehensive plans of education can be realised.

4. For Kenya, Rhodesia, and the Union of South Africa,
the restoration of rights to the land to the natives, a regognition
of their right to a voice in their own government and the
abolition of the pretension of a white minority to dominate a
black majority, and even to prevent their appeal to the civilised
world.

5. In the Belgian Congo we fail yet to see any decisive
change from a regime ol profit making and exploitation to an
attempt to build modern civilisation among human beings for
their own good and the good of the world. We demand a system
ol state education. the recognition of native law, a voice in the
government and the curbing of commercial exploitation in tha:
great land.

6. For the independent nations of Abyssinia, Haiti and
Liberia, not merely political integrity but their emancipation
from the grip of economic monopoly and usury at the hands of
the money-masters of the world.

7. For the Negroes ol the United States of America, the
suppression of lynching and mob-law, the end of caste and the
recognition of full citizenship despite race and coiour.

. 8. The restoration of the Egyptian Sudan to an independent
~gypt.

6. For Portuguese Africa, release from the slave-trading
industrial monopolies financed in England and France which
today nullify the liberal Portuguese Code in Mozambique.

10. in Brazil and Central America, that peoples of African
descent be no longer satisfied with a solution of the Negro
problem which involves their absorption into another race
without allowing Negroes as such full recognition of their
manhood and right to existence.

Thus it is clearly seen that these resolutions are in line
with the colonial policy of social-reformism. In the meantime it
is the racial plea of the leaders of the Pan-Airican Congress
to occupy positions as representatives of “their” people in the
local colonial bodies.

At the 4th. Session of the P. A.C. held in New York (1027)
there were delegates representing 13 different countries. The
chiel demands were the same as those adopted in 1023, Ay this
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session there was a fraternal delegate present from the Ame-
rican Negro Labour Congress who had difficulty in getting the
floor to speak in the interests of the Negro toilers and was only
allowed 15 minutes to speak after getting the floor.

General invitations are being sent out to “people of African
descent” for the fifth Congress at Tunis. These invitations state
that “it is desired to promote among them (Negroes) sympathy
and knowledge and to bring them 1in helpiul co-operation with
colonial Governments and the friends of the Negro race”. It is
also stated that “The Congress will be convened at the invita-
tion and under the auspices of the French Government and the
French Protectorate of Tunisia”. The invitation further states
that “we want, of course, congenial people who will be able to
meet the representatives of the French nation”, (all emphasis
mine F.), meaning by this, people who will not talk about the
bloody massacre in the Congo in 1928 by the French imperialists,
and forced labour in the French colonies; who will not raise
the question of organising the Negro masses for struggle against
imperialism. '

Thus we see the final line up with the imperialists, and
French imperialism in particular. It is also to be noted that
begiuning on December 8 at Cherbourg. France, and running
through to January 18, the trip of the ‘*‘delegates and friends”
is a sight-seeing trip through north Africa and ending at Mar-
seilles, France, The sessions are scheduled for December 20—28,
only two days, Dec. 23 and 24 will be devoted to work: “Meet-
ing of the different Commissions in connection with the work
ol the Congress”. The remaining seven days will be spent
sight-seeing.

As has been stated in the outset, nothing will be done or
attempted in the intcrest of the Negro toilers by the Fifth Pan-
Alirican Congress. However, this being the first time that a Negro
Congress of such international character has been held on the
continent of Africa, many open minded elements from different
parts of the African World may be in attendance at Tunis. At
present. there is hardly any way of telling who will attend. But
it is likely that if there is any one there who raises a voice
avainst imperialism and ofiers a militant programme of struggle
for the Negro masses of Africa, it would fall on receptive ears,
and in spite of the aim of the reactionary leadership to colla-
borate with imperialism, it is possible that some good could
come out of the Pan-Airican Congress to the advantage of the
revolutionary movement if we are alive and awake to the possi-
bilities.

PROLETARIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

Open Letter of the E. C. X. C. L to all
Members of the Y. C. L. of Great
Britain.

Dear Comrades.

We consider the results of your Congress unsatisfactory
because it did not mobilise all the League members around
the new tasks and their atiention was not concentrated sharply
on the conditions in the League and its relation to the young
workers, The preparation for this Congress did not correspond
with the necessity of mobilising the altention of all League
members on the situation. The Congress was not preceded by
discussions in the lower organisations by League members with
the participation of svmpathising young workers. Your task
now is to discuss boldly the situation and find ways of
remedying it,

In our letter we want to bring all questions to the notice
of our British comrades and the British working youth. The
situation in the British Y. C. L. must be changed with the
least possible delay. The Y. C. L. G. B. is faced with the
necessity of making a change in its methods as is the Y. C. L
as a whole. but the siuation in Great Britain demands this
change more urgently than any other section of the Y. C. L.

Great Britain plays an important and outstanding role
in the imperialist chain and the tasks imposed upon you by
the revolutionary movement are veryv great, but your League
i< vet isolated from the young workers and is lagging behind
the awakening of the young workers. If the British Y. C. L.
remains an isolated sect, not connected with the working youth.

in this epoch of ever growing struggles of the working youtr
and the working class as a whole, it will not deserve thel
name of section of the Y. C, L

The tasks of the Y. C. L. can be understood only in 1
light of the political situation in Great Britain. The MacDomaid
Government is a government of capitalist rationalisation am
war preparation in the interests of imperialism. The Lab-
Government and the trade union bureaucracy are carrying o«
the will of the capitalists by every possible means. The Brix:

working class has to choose: either industrial peace. i e :

further lowering of the standard of living of the working clas |
imperialist wars against the U. S. S. R. and colonial rwe -

lutions, or struggle against capitalism, for the most presiy
interests of the working class, for the establishment of a gen:
revolutionary Workers Government. This struggle is airex
going on on the part of the advanced British proletariat. »
struggle of the cotton operatives and the miners is a strux
against the Labour Party and its policy. This struggle v
increase from day to day. The British League must give =
support to the Indian Revolution at the present time bea-.
in mind the great lessons, namely the help given b
workers to Soviet Russia in the time of the Soviet-Polish war.
The British Young Communist League must do real wet
in the army and navy, as well as in all organisations wha:
training is going on for future wars. All promises to come
the imperialist war into a civil war and to help the U. S. S &
are nothing but deceit and treachery without even a modiaus
of practical work now in the forces of the armies of imperialist
The working {'outh has played and will play an imporiant rok
in this struggle. The most serious defect of the struggle ol
working youth is the absence of a mass fighting organisauaz
of its own — a fighting Young Communist League. _
The struggle of the working youth can only be successi:
in so far as the Communist Party and the Young Commun:
League develop and gain strength. Every young worker mu=
be interested in the state and situation in the Communist Leagr:
The life and activity of the Young Communist League cor-
cern not only its own members, but the entire working vor2
of Great Britain. The Y. C, L. of Great Britain is going throug:
a crisis at present. The reasons of this crisis are namely: 1>
fact that the British Young Communist League has no: bz
able to establish close contact with the mass of the work:z;
youth, on the basis of the C. I line, that it has not be
able to discard the old traditions of the “Guild of Youth" =
other Social Democratic youth organisaiions whose aims we?
not organisation of the struggle of the working youth, bt e
diverting of its attention from the class struggle.
Clear characteristics of the remnants of Social-Democr2'ic

the Engs- ¢

methods in your work are — isolation from the struggls

sectarian approach to the young workers, non-participatior it

the struggle and contradiction between your resolutions % -

your activities, passivity of all members of the League i
only activity of a few functionaries, bureaucratic relatcs
between Commitees and Locals. lack of self-criticism. etc.
The best means of quickly remedying the crisis in t
Y. C. L. is to help in its efforts to re-adjust itself to- the strugg”
of the young workers. The main tasks fall on the members =
the British Young Communist League who must declare war o
the Right tendencies in the activities of their organisation.
The British Young Communist League, helping the Com
munist Party to build a Party organisation, must really figt
for the C. I. line in every sphere of activity. but above all v:
have to combat the Right tendency in the ranks of your ow
organisation. The Right tendency in the British Young Cor
munist League takes the form of an incorrect attitude to 1¥
working youth in its struggle and in an opposition to extendin!
the new tactics laid down by the C. I. on the Youth Policy. It ©
necessary fo carry on a vouth policy to gain the interest
of the youth in all spheres on the basis of applying the lix
of the Party and C. I to the problems of voung workers. !
means you have to find ways and means to carry out the C.!

policy ‘among the young workers, for defence of the Sovi

Union. for an independent role of the Communist Party, hel
for the Indian Revolution, for struggle against the war danger
and against capitalist rationalisation, These tasks the Y. C L
can carry out provided it places itself at the head of

struggling working youth and overcomes its isolation from the

masses of the working youth. . )
To overcome this isolation, to get out of the crisis of
British Y. C. L. it is essential to learn how fo carry out th?



No. 61

International Press Correspondence

1325

uth policy. Your League must organise a wide recruiting
mpaign, above all in districts where the working youth has
cady participated in the economic and political struggles.
e British Young Communist League must set itself the task
enormously increasing its membership in the course of the

xt years, and this requires the re-organisation of the League

a factory nuclei basis, secondly, the consolidation and impro-
nent of the weekly League paper, making it a real, genuine
lective agitator and propagandist among the working youth.
r this purpose a Penny Fund in aid of the paper should
established by means of an energetic political campaign for
+ development of the British Young Communist League into
nass Bolshevist League. Thirdly, all the League forces should
concentrated in the enterprises in order to win over the
rking youth in every factory by means of struggle for their
;rv-day interests and by taking a leading initiative part in
: struggle of the working youth againsi oppresion and all
‘ms of exploitation. Fourthly, we must work where the
rrking youth congregates, in sport organisations, Sunday
1wols, places where unemployed young workers are re-
alited etc. The place of the Y. C. L. and every Young Com-
inist must be where the masses of young workers are to
found.

Now is the time for the British Young Communist League
prove its agreement with the resolutions oi the Comintern

deeds. The recent Congress of the Y. C. L. G. B. laid
wn a series of tasks, but there is a danger that .even these
cisions will not be carried out, as has happened in the
st. The only guarantee is the activity of the rank and file
the Y. C. L. and the control by this rank and file over
: activity of all its elected organisations through methods
self-criticism.

Self-criticism is on a very low level in the British Young
ymmunist League. There have been cases in the League
icre leading organs have put obstacles in the way of self-
iticism. This state of aflairs must be put an end to. It is
Iv by listening to the criticism of the masses and by studying
¢ initiative and experiences of the masses that it will be
ssible to lead and to find new forms of the struggle com-
:nsurate with the new period.

The British League still has no big success in different
xiliary organisations, The Workers Sport League is not de-
loping quickly. You have not yet found forms of different
xiliary youth organisations for difierent spheres of activity
pecially in enterprises and trade unions and also the armed
rees. It would be impossible without such organisations to
iild up a mass Young Communist League in Creat Britain
id lead the voung workers in the struggle.

We request our British comrades to discuss this letter
every nuclei and every local and determine the tasks imposed
xn every League committee, League nucieus and League member
v the necessity of change and the carrying it out in the prac-
‘e of every day work. Your League has the possibilitv from
ie situation that has arisen to take advantace of the ex-
erience and initiative of the masses of the working youth and
v active work to build up a real fighting mass Young Com-
nmist League in Great Britain, taking its place in the front
anks in the struggle of the working class.

Executive Committee of the Young Communist International.

Resolution of theE. C. Y. C. L. onthe
Resunlts of the XV. International
Youth Day.

I

. The uniform international action initiated on August 1st
or the mobilisation of the entire working class to fight against
mperialist war, found its continuation in the campaign in
onnection with the tenth anniversary of the Young Com-
nunist International and was particularly promoted on the
f‘rlleenth International Youth Day. Similarly to August 1st,
;he events preceding and on the occasion of the I. Y. Day
tnded to demonstrate the growing will to fight on the part
of the young workers, who, in spite of prohibitions, terrorism,
ind extraordinary measures on the part of the bourgeoisie.
gve full expression to their determination to oppose all

attempts at a war against the Soviet Union and actively to
support the latter in the eventuality of such a war.

2. The Fifteenth International Youth Day is a clear proof
of the Comintern’s just estimation of the international situation.
The evenis on the I. Y. Day confirm the theses of the Tenth
Plenum in regard to the aggravation ol class differences. the
growth of a new revolutionary wave in the labour movemen:,
and the increased resistance on the part of the proletariat.
The outcome of the 1. Y. Day shows to what a degree the
radicalisation of the young workers has proceeded.

3. In all countries the I. Y. Day had a pronuncedly militant
character. Everywhere the bourgeoisie had taken comprehenzive
steps to prevent a demonstration; there were numerous arrests
and in some countries the Youth Day was forbidden (e. g. in
Sweden, Czechoslovakia, Greece, in part in France, and naturally
in all the “illegal” couniries), In spite of all these measures.
the masses of young workers, answering to the call of the
Communist Youth, defended their right to a public demonstra-
tion, and in many instances there ensued open and somstimes

sanguinary collisions with the police (especially in China,
Germany, DPoland. Czechoslovakia. Sweden, and the United
States).

4. The extraordinary political significance of this veuar’s
I. Y. Day lies mainly in the fact that it represents an organic
continuation of the enhanced struggle against imperialist war
which was initiated by the Red Day. that the demonstrations
on the Youth Day had a pronouncedly militant character. and
that it showed the Communist Youth organisations 10 be the
only ones capabie of guiding the proletarian youth in a revolu-
tionary sense. In those countries where the Communist Youth
organisations understood how to take advantage of the
favourable premises established by the activity of the young
proletarian masses and by the outcome of the Red Day, how to
work up the experience gained on August 1st, and how to
carry out the new tactics in connection with the campaign, the
numerical participation in the demonstrations was greater than
it had been in the preceding year. (This was the case in
Germany, America, and in part in the Scandinavien countries.)
Particular importance attaches 1o the activity of the illegal
organisations which carried through the international campaign
in the face of terrorism and sanguinary suppression (as in lialy,
Poland.” China, and the Balkan countries).

1.

As was the case in regard to August Ist, the course ot
the 1. Y. Day showed the absolute necessity of a radical change
in the working system of the Youth Leagues. With reference
both to the work of the Leagues among the masses and to the
solution of the given political and organisational tasks, the
outcome of the I. Y. Day must needs lead to conclusions in
regard to further work. \

1. Some of the Leagues failed to conduct the I. Y. Day
in the sense of a continuation of the action started on the
Red Dav, to increase tie fight against the imperialist war
menace in the preparation and execution of the 1. Y. Day, and
to connect the latter with the various concrete national and
local demands and tasks of their respective countries.

2. In France the League failed to profit by the favourable
conditions resulting from August 1st; it took no steps towards
opposing the measures of terrorism. Nor did the British League
succeed in mobilising the masses on a scale in keeping with
the predominant position of Great Britain. In regard o the
Czech League, in which liquidationist tendencies and lera'ist
illusions found utterance, the 1. Y. Day showed tha{ the Letgue
is still Tacking any mass basis for activity.

3. Work in the armies and navies, which was already
insufficient on August 1st. failed to receive adenuate attention
on the 1. Y. Day. Onlv in France. Poland. America, and Cer-
many were there individual attempts at propaganda among the
soldiers; but here. as in the other countries, there was no
svstematic work for the wholesale inclusion of the soldiers in
the struggle against imperialist war. Nowhere were there anv
demonstrations of soldiers, nor was there any noteworthy parti-
cipation of soldiers in the I. Y. Day.

4, The 1. Y. Dav. its preparation and carrving out. did not
constitute that nrologue to the change in the whole work of
the Leagues which had been demanded both in the genera’
directives regarding the Youth Day and in the separate reso-
lutions passed by the E. C. of the Y. C. 1. after the discussion
of the position in the individual Leagues. The outcome of
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the I. Y. Day shows that the total miembership was not drawn
into active participation, that there could be no mention of a
real concentration of work in the factories (no factory meetings,
too ifew factory nuclei papers, no wholesale attraction of
new sections of young workers), and that nothing had been
done 10 utilise the 1. Y. Day for the organisational streng-
thening of the leagues, the foundation ol {resh factory nuclei,
and the widespread distribution of our publications. The pro-
paganda month included in the programme for the realisation
of the ten-vear Y. C. I. campaign was carried out in none of the
Leagues,

5. The numerous prohibitions of a celebration of the I Y.
Day found most of the legal Leagues fully unprepared in
spite of the experience gained in connection with May Ist
and the Red Day, whereas the illegal Leagues were in most
cases better able to deal with them.,

6. The fight against the hostile organisations, the Young
Socialists’ International in particular, was not enhanced in any
way. Neither the Vienna Congress, the Youth Day of the Y. S. [,
and the Boy Scout Jamboree in England, nor the Pioneer
Meeting of the Soviet Union at Moscow were sufficiently made
use ol in our propaganda. In this connection there was also
a failure to adopt united-front tactics from below, which is
one of the reasons why no particular new sections of young
workers were drawn into the immediate youth action.

7. Both the Party and the mass-orgaitisations (sport, trade
unions, etc.) played a secondary role in our propaganda. The
Parties afforded the Youth Leagues very little assistance. Certain
Pariies failed to pay any atteniion at all to the Youth Day

fe. ¢. in France). In some cases it was even sabotaged (as in
Czechoslovakia). But even in those countries in which the

Parties took part in the realisation of the Youth Day, the
assistance afforded was of a general nature; in no instance
can there be a question of tangible help or of a leadership
ol the Youth Leagues by the DParties.

8. The leadership of the Leagues by the E. C. of the Y. C. L.
and its West European Bureau was insufficient, while a control
of the preparatory work was conspicuous for its absence. The
I. C. of the Y. C. I. failed to profit by the results of the
Red Day (apart from the resolution of the W. E. B.), and
thus the attention of the Leagues was not sufficiently drawn
to the mistakes and shortcomings that became apparent in
connection with the Red Day. Nor was there an adequate
support of the Leagues on the part of the E. C. of the Y. C. 1.
and its departments in the way of instructors and instruction,
material supplies, and the tangible conduct of the entire action.

HE

The campaign against the danger of imnerialist war must
be continued on the basis of the ten-year Y. C. I. campaign
and in connection with the twelfth anniversary of the October
Revolution, in which connection all mistakes and shortcomings
established im the course of the campaign hitherto must be
radically eliminated. Only” an absolute liquidation of all short-
comings. a complete concentration on mass-work in the works,
barracks. and mass-organisations. and the mobilisation of the
entire membership for practical participation in the realisation
of the tasks imposed by the campaign. can provide the pre-
sumptions for a wholesale mobhilisation of the young workers
and the successful execution of the campaign itself. The further
campaign must. therefore. be closely connected with the question
of a change of directives; it must be the first step along the
new path.

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Life of a Woman Textile Worker
in England.

By Amy Hargreave.

The life of British textile workers is a wretched life to
describe; -— one long round of struggle and . strife, not for
better conditions but in order to defend our already miserable
existence.

I caunot give you a lot of facts and figures relating to our
“wiustry, but 1 can give vou a picture of our struggle as |

see and feel it. 1 am thirty three years old, married wit
children and 1 have been working as a cotton weaver <.
was 12 years old. My Mother used to carry me out in
early morning to be nursed while she went to work 1}
past five in the morning. So [ too have had to carry my -:
out at five in the morning.

Eight years ago, we used to start work at six o'clok. '
as I lived a few miles from work, it meant carrying m; » |
out at five o’clock to be there in time. In 1921 we were <. - |
ful in getting a seven o’clock start, but even today. many -
are being carried out at hali past five and six. owing 1.: |
mothers living a long way off from the faciory. In ¥
it is a pitiful sight to see them trudging through the .
with their precious bundle to be looked after by some neig':
untii they come home at night.

My eldest girl is now thirteen years old, and the vo. .
seven. They have all been brought up in this life, one |- -
aiter the other, and when the Schools are on holiday ici-
weeks in the Summer. | am wondering all the time i -
looms if they are out in the rain, or playing with the fire. '
house. :

We start work at 7 and stop at eight fiiteen for bre:.
for half an hour, I and many other mothers have to dash .
see that the children get their breakfast, get my own. &
children off to school, leave some dinner cooking on 1.
jet, and then dash back to the looms — all in half an hov

We then work till half past twelve, when we have art -
for dinner, but some mothers live too far away to pu: un
on at breakfast time, so they have something ready mad:
something warmed up from the night before.

We then work from half past one till a quarter past:
every day except Saturday, when we finish at a quarter -
eleven.

In our Shed, we are supposed to be able to earn £2a w
but we are always waiting for warps, and on the wid* -
looms (two 36 inches and two 56 inches) we are not ful -
three months out of the year. For the past two months | :::
been working all the week for 18/- to £1. f

My husband too, is a weaver, but many of our womes .
married to miners who are only working 3 or 4 days a»:
which means about 25'- and out of their joint miseraols ... -
they have to pay for babies being nursed.

When our women are pregnanmt, they have to work -."
up to the last week, and when at last they are forced ©;
their looms up they have only 13/- a week from Contribiv
Health Insurance, and many of them are back at work
than two months after the baby is born. And then they u:i
why 3,000 women die in childbirth every year in England.

There are woimen with three children under seven year< -
and in order to leave them in bed and not carry them -
early in the morning. she will waken the eldest one at quir~
to seven and tell her to waken the other two at half past &~
and have them ready dressed in order to be taken to the ne:~
bour who minds them, when Mother comes home at a qu
past eight. Here you have little children made imto old wor-
coming home at dinner time and putting on the pan b’
mother comes in the dinner, helping with the housewor:
night, and so on.- )

Then we have old men and women of sixty years of =
and more still working at the looms — fathers and mothers «
have brought families up, sons and daughters now
children of their own, taking them all their time to keep -]
together. and so the old people, with nothing but 10- Old *.;
Pension have to stand at the looms the best way the
After a lifetime of toil, nothing but Work and Death fi:
them. What a mockery are the words of a patriotic song s
in this country, “Land of Hope and Glory”.

Just at present, scores of sheds are closed down. and ~
means thousands of unemployed workers waiting for us or -
children to fall ill so that they can get the chance to do 2"
days work. They are a danger to us, as it makes the &
stricter about our work. He knows that if we do not ¢
up to the mark he has plenty of others outside. eager o .0
a job at all costs.

However, in all our darkness, we can see that the fu
is full of promise for us Revolutionary Workers. and we k==
confidently that what has been done by the workers of !
Soviet Union can be done by us. Our day, too, will come.
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