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' The 29th of September in Austria.

B‘y R. Schiiller (Vienna).

The 29th September has placed the government of Schober
office. It is true, the Schober government was formed some
iys before the 29th of September, but its formation is none
¢ less the “deeper meaning” of the 29th of September, about
MCh_lhe Heimwehr made mysterious threats in their pro-
tmations. The formation of the Schober government was the
rect fulfilment of the notorious Heimwehr ultimatum in which
¢ Heimwehr delivered the *linal warning”. In this ultimatum
¢ Heimwehr called upon the government to resign in order
* make way for “a strong government” “in which the Heim-
#br would possess the influence due to it".

The purpose of the 20th of September was, in the first

e to form this government of the “strong hand”. The object
the civil war parade on the 20th of September was o help

urgeoisie to set up a fascist dictatorship. The Constitution

.10 be altered in this sense, and an anti-terror law is to

rive the workers in the factories of every right of com-

Bation and to strike and to establish a true prisqn regime.

The working class will never submit to this!

The bourgeoisie knows this. and hence the Heimwehr ferror,

20th of September, the encirclement of Vienna and the

atening march on Vienna, with the aim of establishing a

1st government of civil war or even the dictatorship. And

S fascist govermment has been formed in the shape of the

ober government. The Schober government is to secure the

st connection betweenm the Heimwebr, the police, the gen-

darmerie and the army. It is to give a legal veneer to the
establishment of the fascist dictatorship, which it will carry out
in the fiercest fight against the working class. It is to conduct
civil war while claiming to uphold legality. And the fact that
in establishing the fascist dictatorship it wishes to make use
of the appearance of legality, secures for it the sympathy and
support of the social democracy.

The Schober government openly announced this task in its
declaration (which was nothing else but the Heimwehr pro-
gramme of the fascist dictatorship) in the following words:
“It will be our task to mainfain a suitable contact with the Heim-
wehr and to guide the movement into those channels which
will lead to a fulfilment of its demands by legal means”. These
“legal” means include, of course. the Heimwehr, which in some
provinces has alreadv been recognised as a ‘“legal” special
police, and whose civil-war parade on the 20th of September
was Schober’s second act as Federal DPresident. We say the
second. because the first act was the communist persecutions
which set in immediately on the formation of the Schober
government.

And the Heimwehr leaders Steidle and Pirimer declarad
on the 29th of September: We stand firmly behind the Schober
government; the Schober government is our government. The
government will now endeavour to carry ouf our progranune.
If anybody seeks to oppose the government, then we will inter-
vene with armed force.

b s
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One can at the same time see from these statements what
importance the 29th of September had for the Schober govern-
ment, and also that the fight for the fascist dictatorship has not
been concluded by the 29th of September, although it characterises
its decisive stage. The 29th September, which led to the forma-
tion of the Schober government, will rémain the government
method of Schober; and this must intensify to the extreme the
class struggles in Austria. For the alteration of the Constitution
which Schober wishes to achieve, cannot be carried out in
Parliament, but only in the street.

True, if it were only a question of the social democratic
parliamentary fraction, then the alteration of the Constitution
and the anti-terror law would be settled in Parliament. But it
is a question of the working class, which is not willing to

ermit the establishment of the fascist dictatorship even if
Schober, with the support of the social fascist leaders, would
give this a legal veneer.

The leaders and the press of the social democracy are
feverishly endeavouring to remove from the way every obstacle
within the working class to the establishment of the fascist dic-
tatorship by calling attention to the “legal” means by which
it is being realised. When the Schober government was formed
it was warmly welcomed by the social democratic press, When
the working masses heard of the formation of the Schober
government a cry of indignation went through their ranks.
Every day it came to demonstrations and collisions between
workers and police in the streets of Vienna. But the social
democratic leaders were immediately on the job and sought to
appease the workers, while at the same time they welcomed
and praised Schober. The social democratic leaders persuaded
the workers that this Schober government would bring peace,
would mean the rescue of democracy from a fascist coup d’etat
or putch. The social democratic “Kleine Blatt” welcomed the
Schober government with a big headline right across the page
“A government against the coup d’etat”.

The fagcist-clerical “Reichspost” scornfully wrote “that this
social democracy now welcomes this man (Schober) as a rescuer,
whom, out of maliciousness, it for two years depicted as an
ogre, Today it must kneel {0 one whom it so long insulted and
abused”.

Thus there is today plainly revealed the social-fascist role
of the Austrian social democracy. Despite its use of Left dema-
gogy, its sole endeavour today is to see to it that in the setting
up of the fascist dictatorship there is maintained the greatest
possible appearance of legality. Thus Schober is simultaneously
the man of the Heimwehr and of the social fascist leaders. and
the collaboration and the division of labour between social
fascism and Heimwehr fascism becomes every day clearer.

This collaboration was shown on the 29th September. The
whole activity of the social democratic leaders and of the Re-

Letters from Austria.

By Fritz Riick.
(Special Correspondent of the ‘Inprecorr”.)

Vienna, 28th September, 1920,

The couple of dozen people who were standing about on
the 12th November Ring when we arrived. were not discussing
the political situation. They were wondering which door the
social democrats would choose to enter parliament and which
the deputies of the Christian Social Party. And they glanced
first at one entrance and then at the other. They were waiting
for the Schober Cabinet to make its constitutional and customary
bow to Austrian democracy, which has fallen even farther in
the Stock Exchange notations than the Schilling.

The situation was explained by a slight hitch in the stage
management of this session which was to listen to a completely
tascist programme from the mouth of Schober. The public gallery
and the distinguished strangers gallery were filled to over-
Hlowing. but the body of the hall was still empty. The American
Ambassador, whose automobile. by the way, was seen recently
on more than one occasion before the doors of the Police Pre-

¥
publican Defence Corps was directed solely to protecting -
civil war parade of the Heimwehr from the indignatizn
the attacks of the workers. For this reason they arra:. .
counter-demonstrations on the 28th of tember in the loz. |
where the Heimwehr was to parade the following day, 13_ {
the 29th in the neighbourhood of the places of the {‘le:m -1
parades, but not at the actual scene of the parades! T:.- !
to say, they drew the workers away in order to leave a:-
field for the fascists. The Republican Defence Corps w2 - !
in readiness, but not to proceed against the fascists but agaix::.
militant actions on the part of the working class. That wass-
plainly and clearly on the 29th of September in Modling. T:
the workers demonstrated, under the leadership of the (:
munists, against the fascists, and the Republican Defence (c-
proceeded against the workers, beat them, and then fetch:
police to arrest the Communists, The same thing happe::.
Stockerau, where the workers fought against the fascist: .
the Republican Defence Corps assisted the gendarmer.
drawing a cordon against the workers.

These tactics of the S. P. and of the Republican D::
Corps will only serve, however to widen the fissure b '
the revolutionary minded and militant social democratic w.:--
and their leaders. In this connection it is the task of the.
munist Party to proceed with the organisation of the - -
front of the broadest masses. The Communist Party hz .
foreseen the deeper meaning of the 29th of September as: -
formation of the Schober government; right from the beg=
it has conducted a fierce fight against the Schober gover::
has called upon the workers to hold sireet demonstratiox -
to carry out a mass strike; it has called in a clear and d=
manner for revolutionary resistance and for an offensive &
against the civil war parade on the 29th of September 2.
aim: the setting up of a fascist dictatorship. Since the forr:.
of the Schober government it has day after day led the wo:
in demonstrations in the street and set up in a Coniferer: -
revolutionary functionaries a determined revolutionary [~
gramme of action. o

The Communist Party is the only enemy of the X177,
government, and for this reason the first actions of the s+
ment were the confiscation of the “Rote Fahne”, prosec -
for high treason, wholesale arrests, armed attacks upon U~
munist demonstrations. )

With the formation of the Schober government, with it
29th of September, the crisis in Austria has not bees soh< .
nor is the fight ended. It has only been raised to a higher sug
In the daily great struggles in the factories amd im the suee?
the great fight of the classes will be continued at an acceerzrd
pace in order to decide, whether the bourgeoisie will suc °
setting np the fascist dictatorship in Austria or wheth
working class will shatter fascism and establish its own [+~

.

i

sidium, the previous headquarters of Schober, waited in s
concealed boredom for the pre-arranged play on the stage &
An hour and a half passes, and the reporters of the e -
newspapers clung despairingly to the telephone call bo.\'v‘f
invented reports of the opening of the session, but the b
the hall remained empty. .

The government declaration was not yet ready. The "
liamentary and non-parliamentary leaders of the Heimwelr
manded that Schober should come out still more clearly and !
more definitely in favour of the Heimwehr than he had v -
case already intended to do. And Schober, recognising &’
that his task was to carry out the fascist programme ¢
Heimwehr supported upon the State apparatus and upot *
Heimwehr movement, granted their demands.

But this fact by no means detracts from the significan®’
the pressure exterted by the fascists upon Schober, fht ™
who is being praised by all the fractions of the bourgeois "
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he saviour. It was the second time that the Heimwehr had
pproached Schober with demands during the few days of his
ifice. The first demand, to take an open represemative of the
jeimwehr into the government, was refused, but the second
lemand, to alter the government declaration into a hymn of
rraise of the Heimwehr was carried out in all haste, and Schober
leclared the task of his government to be the fulfilment of the
ieimwehr programme with legal means. ) .

The deeper significance of the mission which the cabinet
i Schober has received from its wirepullers, the “economic
orces”, in other words, the leaders of Austrian and international
nigh finance, is made clear in this declaration. Those circles
which had encouraged the Heimwehr movement. began to fear
the growth of the movement which they had themselves fostered.
The Heimwehr began to become a little too independent, it began
o push the leaders of the bourgeois parties to the wall, whilst
ts armaments took on such forms as were bound to lead
nevitably to open civil war in Austria, a matter somewhat too
isky when other methods of achieving the same aim still
«xisted.

The 29th September became a sort of trial of strength for
he Heimwehr. But not only for the Heimwehr; the mood of
he workers in the factories became more and more militant.
n addition broad petty-bourgeois and even bourgeois circles
segan to show signs of panic. The petty-bourgeoisie began to
withdraw its savings from the savings bank, the Schilling
segan to fall, slowly, but steadily, and international finance
showed through the reactions of the Stock Exchanges that it
had other and greater troubles, and that it was not prepared
o pay for a fascist experiment in Austria with a doubtful
ending by granting further credits to the Austrian State. Thus
it came about that the bourgeois parties and with them the
“economic forces” began to show signs of restiveness; the
Streeruvitz Cabinet with its reform proposals was sent. into
the desert -and the strong man of the Austrian bourgeoisie, who
organised the ruthless crushing of the revolutionary workers
during the stormy days of the revolution of the 15th June 1919
at the orders of the social-democratic leaders, and who organised
a further blood-bath, this time at the order of Seipel, on the

15th July 1927 which cost the lives of over a hundred Austrian
workers — Schober was brought to the front. The Austrian
bourgeoisie expects from Schober that he will solve the crisis
by carrying out the essential points of the fascist programme
based upon the legal power of the State apparatus and at the
same time check as far as necessary the extra-parliamentary
fascist forces, thus avoiding the civil war which would inevitably
be the result of a Heimwehr march upon Vienna.

“Austrian industry hopes for better days”, wrote the “Neue
Wiener Abend Blatt” in welcoming Schober, and this hope is
expressed in one form or another throughout the whole of the
Austrian bourgeois press. The President of the National Bank
expects “a complete and immediate pacification of economic
circles” as a result of Schober’s appointment. The “Wiener
Allgemeine Zeitung” writes: “Economic interests have decided
concerning the political change.” This is the soothing melody
for the Austrian bourgeoisie, whilst the petty-bourgeoisie hope
to be able to take their monies back to the savings banks where
1hei)" will earn the normal interest under the protection of the
police.

It is not difficult to see that this whole jubilant mood before
the decisive struggle is nothing but the old remedy of sticking
one’s head in the sand in the face of the unpleasant fact that
the extra-parliamentary parade of the class forces in Austria
has created a situation which does not permit of any parliament-
ary solution of the problem and which cannot be solved for
the bourgeoisie by a simple coup d’Etat from above. It is not
within the power of the Austrian bourgeoisie to whistle back
the Heimwehr in the face of every decisive situation, not even
when the whistle is between the teeth of Schober. And it is
still less within the power of the Austrian bourgeoisie to pre-
vent the continued development of the resistance of the Austrian
workers to the fulfilment of the fascist programme, no matter
in what form the bourgeoisie may attempt to do so. Schober’s
mission, to carry out the fascist programme without resorting
to civil war, will break down in face of the intensified situation.
It will only accelerate the open collision and deepen its effects.

The Parade of the Heimwehr.

Modling, 20th September, 1929,

On the way to Modling this morning there was little to
show that anything of importance was taking place in the neigh-
bourhood. Ramblers, little groups of youths and girls, hiked
along the roads of the pretty undulating countryside in the
neighbourhood of Vienna, It is probably always like that on
fine Sundays. Police posts were stationed at a number of bridges
and cross-roads. Motor-cycles with side-cars whizzed past. But
the nearer we came to Modiing. the more oiten we met little
groups of armed gendarmes with steel-helmets on their heads
and rifles slung over their shoulders.

In Liesing we met a guard of the social-democratic Re-
publican Defence Corps guarding the buildings of the workers
organisations. Otherwise the members of this organisation have
received instructions from their leaders not to show themselves
in the neighbourhood where the fascists are parading.

Near Madling, on a stubble field, we came upon the Heim-
wehr standing in ordered ranks. They did not fill the field.
Their leader Steidle was speaking. The usual tirade against what
they call the “Austro-Marxist terror”. He described the taking
over of the reins of government by Schober as a victory for the
Heimwehr, and warned the bourgeois parties not to let the
reform of the constitution be delayed in the backwaters of par-
liamentarism. The Heimwehr was prepared. The significance
of the 29th September was not a Putch, but a demonstration
t\?izt the Heimwehr had closed the armed ring around Red

nna,

In military formation the members of the Heimwehr greeted
1he. remarks of their leader with organised shouts of “Heil!”.
Steidle closed his speech with the words “For Freedom, God
and Fatherland!” The march through the town then commenced.

e sireets were lined with a thin trickle of civilians who had

mostly pinned on the white and green badge of the Heimwehr.
A number of business houses exposed the Heimwehr flags,
but the flag of the town Vienna was also to be seen frequently.
Very few workers were to be seen on the streets. They were being
held away by force whilst at the time they were demonsirating
energetically in their own quarters against fascism.

Police from Vienna were doing street service, In the neigh-
bourhood of the railway station the Heimwehr fascists marched
past their leaders. Considerably less than 10,000 fascists took
part in the parade. According to the figures given by the Heim-
wehr a total of 22,000 uniformed Heimwehr took part in the
various parades around Vienna. The composition and the uni-
forms of the various detachments were various. There was a
detachment of the ex-soldiers, a detachment of Lower-Austrian
peasant youths, one or two strong detachments of German-
Nationalist students from Vienna with their supercilious visages
scarred with sabre slashes won in many but safe duels, the
future lawyers and judges of Austria. Amongst the Vienna de-
tachments very few proletarians were 10 be seen. Those that
were there were for the most part from the slum-proletariat,
bought by the five Schillings paid by the Heimwehr.

Before each detachment a few officers. A number of de-
tachments wear steel-helmets and have revolver cases at their
belts. Their rifles have been left in the depots. Thus they march
through Modling and feel themselves a power in the State. And
they are a power in the State. The bourgeoisie cheers them,
the police and military are at one with them. The damaged and
battered middle classes ruined by the constant crisis hope ior
a return of the “good old days” through the Heimwehr.

This time the “March on Vienna” has been postponed. For
the Heimwehr fascists still feel themselves too weak to try con-
clusions with the revolutionary workers of Vienna. In the
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niecantime Schober is to work for them and their srmaments
must be increased and developed. The parade on the 20th Sep-
iember showed one thing cleurly however, and that is that if
the equipment and armament of this civil war army is continued.
and it will be continued, then the real march on Vienna will
take place in the not all too distant future. As long as these
fascists do not make close acquaintance with hard proletarian
lists, as long as the organised power of the Heimwehr is not
faced with the full development of the forces of the Austrian
working class, they will feel themselves the masters of the
situation and will act as such.

*“The decisive hour is drawing nigh!” announced the leaders
of the Heimwehr prior to the 29th September. To-day’s de-
monstration did not bring this promised decision, but they
showed that the decision will come all the more quickly and
be all the more unfavourable for the Austrian workers, the
longer the mobilisation of all the great active masses of the
working class is delayed. The hands of the clock are .mproach.ng
twelve! The workers must be prepared!

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

The International FPosition of the
Soviet Union.
in the World Situation.

The Fundamental Contradiction
By V.

The following is the first. intervatiosal-political.
part of the report hild by Comrade Molotor at the
recent Party Confercnce of the Moseow industrial
district on the drcelopmint of Socialisme and  1he
arvemalics of its growth. The sccond. hone-political,
part of the roport awcd! appear iv oour owrt

Lditor.

Molotoyv,

issue,

The Capitalist World and the Soviet Union.

Comrades! Exhaustively as we have treated questions of
ceonomy. the problem of the main perspectives ol the prole-
tarian revolution has at all times been the focus of our atten-
In view of the constant aggravation of ihe crizis of inter-

tien.

national capitalism. this question is now of particular signi-
ficans2. The buiiding up of Socialiam in the Soviet Union is
proceading at a time when the capitalist world is more and

mare shaken and the disintegrating contradictions within it are
increasingly cerious and menacing. In this connection we must
pay special attention to the following facts. established in the
re=o'uticin of the 10th plenary session of the E. C. C. 1

“In spite of the rivalry and acute friction within the
capitalist camp, the crucial and all-dominating antagonism
beiween the capitalist world and the Soviet Union becomes
more ard more apparent as a difference between two eco-
nomic and political systems diametrically opposed to one
another. The main danger is and remains the attack of the
imnerialists on the Soviet Union.” (Emphasises mine. M.).

i+ 13 noi sufficient {o establish the fact of an avygravation
fundamental differences in the present international de-
snent We must alsn be fully aware ob the proportionat2
t ool the capitalist world and the Soviet Union in a con-
crete sonse and of the tendency in the development of their relua-
f.c1+ Tt iz ohvious to us that in a technically economic sense
“oo<aviet Ueion is Tar behind the Teading capitalist countries.
1w Iar as fechnics and available economic resources are
voerned, our strenvth s far smaller than that of the capi-
world as a whole and even ol certain capitalist countries
ot Jezllv, But it we look back we can affirm with full con-
"ot that the proportion ol strenvth between the capirnlist
woril and the Saviet Union has altered since the time of the
October revolution and is continuing to change in our favour,
Itovever slow this progress may be. the tendency is unmistakable.
Vo i extremely significant. not only for the working cliss of
e Soviet Union but also for the entire international prole-

e

Nor may we forget that the ruling classes of the impz .
countries are coming more and more to recognise this ©
Hence the growing endeavour to hinder the Socialist i
lopment, hence the fresh attacks upon us in the imern::
arena, hcnce {he ever-growing danger of a new interier
of the unperialists against the Soviet Union. It is onlv in -
light that we can rightly appraise those features ol interm
XB].HlOl‘shl])N that at the present moment attract the aven
of workers in general :m:i of the workers of the Sovie: Lz~
im particular,

The Conflict over the Chinese Eastern Railway and the R
tions between Great Britain and the Soviet Unioa.

Chiel among these features are the events in the Far . i
I refer fo the occupation of the Chinese Eastern Railwa: _ i
the further deveiopment of the Russo-Chinese conflict. !

. The occupation of the Chinese Eastern Railway on
10th was more than a mere predatory attack; it was a J-
provocation of war. Under the obviously well- thought-our pre
of a fight against “Communist propaganda”, the Chinese r
farists saw fit 1o break the treaty concluded in 1924 betweer
Soviet Unicn and the Chinese Government. The seizure o
railroad had long been prepared. The imperialist Powes -
cking up Mukden and Nanking had been systematically ur:-.
the Chinese authorities to take this step. This predatory 37
was effected with the obvious purpose of provoking the
Union into a war. The obstinacy evinced thus far by the:
rities of Mukden and Nanking shows that thev are
backed up by powerful imperialist forces, The diplomatic in-
est tuken by the imperialist governmenis in the disp: ne Rt
the Chincse Eastern Railways only serves to confirm thair ri-
ticipation in the Harbin provocation,

Events, however, have proved that the intentions of -
war-monzers were not destined to be realised. The imperiai .-
who aimed at causing the Soviet Union to appear as =
disturber ot the peace and the instigator of war, now de-?
to criticise the pacitic attitude of the Soviet Union as a sigr:
weakness. Such an attempt is in itself a provocation. albes
another kind, but in connection with the events accompanii.
the dispute in the Far Fast this ruse of the imperils: -
likewise being disclosed, thanks to the firmly-consistent aui l
of the Soviet Govermmnent, :

The robbers of the Chinese L Mern Railway. mewnt"
are not enjoving the fruits of “victory”. Day by day tm %
faced by greater dilficuliies resuiting from the dispute. T
decay of the railway and the help‘e«ne« of the Chine:
ministration — both that of the railway itself and thar of
civil and military autherities — grow greater from day to
On the other hand. the policy ol the Soviet Governm:n °
this connection gained the sympathies of the workers not ot
of tha Soviet Union itsell but also of all other countrizz. Mubr
and Nanking were fcrced 1o have recourse to fraudulent min-
euvres so as to veil their helplessness and vacillation. It w
be remembered ‘hat these two quarters have repeatedly app~!
to the Soviet Union with suggestions for negotiations for ¢
settlement ol the dispute. The Soviet Government has sy
maticallv exposed the hvpocrisy of these proposals. The S0 <
Union was readv to limit itself to a minimum of the conditin:
formerly advanced. lor the sake of rendering negotiations p™~ :
sible. One of these minimum conditions was the stipulaix’
that the Soviet Union should immcdiately appoint the mam
and deputy-manager ol the railway in keeping with the Muhi®
agreement in force prior {o the dispute. Obviously such a o7
dition was essential il the dispute was to be settled by mui'%
agrerment, 1he Mukden-Nanking authorities, however. mi
relative promises one day and withraw them the uext. th-
again civine prool of the dishonesty of their policv. Suck :
double-taced character is likewise apparent in the latest prr
posal advanced Lv Nanking lor the immediate appointment ¥
cne deputv-manaver of the railwav by either country, a si-
aestion which is to replace the previous ayreement of the N |
king Government to the appointment by the Soviet Union
both manacer and deputv-manacer. Needless to say that su”
“manoeuvres” on the part of the Nanking Govermment mere
tend to detract irem its authority.

It must therefore be pomled out that this policy on e .
part of Nanking and Mukden is not at all calculated to cre¢
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the elementary premises for a settlement of the dispute by way
) agreement.

‘The Soviet Government, thereiore, adheres to its original
ititude and maintains its claim to the minimum presumptions
‘or the convocation of a Russo-Chinese conference to regulate the
fispute. Our attitude unmasks each and all of the warmongers
@il at the same time implies that the Soviet Union will otter
wmihilating resistance fo any attempt at an assault. The troops
ot the Red Army have alreadv given sulficient proof of the
resistance they are ready to offer to all attempts of the White
GOuards and Chinese troops to cross cur frontier. The iresh
siempts  of the White Guards in Manchuria and the fresh
ittacks of the Chinese militarists shall be answered with the
weessary hirmness and ruthlessness,

Contrary to the imperialists who enjov concessicns in
“hina. the Soviet Union not oniy voluniarily offered 1o ad-
ninister the railway jointly with the Chines2 authorities and to
and over half the takings of the Soviet line on Chinese terri-
o to the Chinese State; it also took steps to ensure that the
vorkers and emplovers of the railway should enjoy the same
wivileges as the railway workers and employees within the
voviet Uinon (eight-hour day. protection ef labour. housing
ccemodation, hospitals, and schools), the Saviet Government
1cw merely desires the restoration of the state of affirs agreed
ipon between the Soviet Unicn and China in 1924 and destroyed
)y the predatory attack on the railway. This attitude on the
art of the Soviet Union is entirelv in accordance with the
aterests not only of the Soviet workers but also of the Chi-
tese workers and also of the international proletariat.

The most important task ¢f our international policy in thiz
cnnzction lies in the enlightenment of the broad maszes in the
soviet Union and all the world over as to the equity of the
wlicy of the Soviet Union and in securing greater support,
n particular on the part of the international proletariat, We
nav say with full conviction that the policy pursued by the
soviet Union in connection with the dispute in the Far FEast
¢ fuilly in keeping with such a task. Under the given circum-
fances this is of particular imporiance, seeing that the dispute
woused through the occupation of the Chinese Eastern Ralway
virtually reflects the growth of dilierences and the aggravaticn
of the conflict between the imperialist world and the Soviet
Union. The dispute over the Chinese Eastern Railway is not
nly and not so much a dispute between the Soviet Union and
he Chinese mulitarists, as one cf the most important elements
1 the struggle cf the immperialist Powers against the Svoiet
~nion. This fact is confirmed by the above-mentioned circum-
dance that the fundamental antagonism between the economic
ind political systems of the capitalist world and of the Soviet
Union. respectively, is more and more in the very lacus of
miernational differences.

It is from this standpoint that we must consider the mutual
relations of the Soviet Union and Great Britain.

_ With the accession to ofiice of the Labour Partv in Great
Britain, the question of relations with the Soviet Union had
acessarily to enter on a fresh stace. During the election cam-
raign, MacDonald's party promised immediately to recognise
the Soviet Union. When it came into power, however, it started
1 series of peculiar “manoeuvres”. The documents exchanved of
dle between the Governments of Great Britain and the Soviet
Ullon, respectivelv. have been published in the press. From
this exchange of Notes it appears that, under the pretext of
discussing the pracedure cf neootiations. the British Foreign
Xeretary was endeavouring to s'art negotiations recarding tiie
most important poinis at issue even nrior to the recarnition
)‘I the Soviet Union. Mr. Henderson obvicusly wanted ta show
that he was able to et concessions out of the Bolshevists which
e Conservative Government had failed to attain. In this case
“t._Henderscn acted as the representative not only of the
B”?“h bourgeoisie but of the entire anti-Soviet world of im-
rialism. He apparently wanted to show that in relation to the
viet Govermmeni he is more advanced than the bourgesis
vernments and therefore determined -- in return for 1 re-
mntion of dinlomatic refations — 1o wain concessions from
Tef;(fovw!s. which no imnerialisg covernment had ever guined
Jelore. 1t is only thus that the dishonest manoeuvres can be
f-}‘lﬂ_lﬂé.d i which Mr. Hendersan has been induluing of late.

IS invitation [or the discussion of the “auickest procedure™ in
l\?_eluhlmate negotiations. for which at his subseauent meeting
th Comrade Dovgalevsky he attempted to substitute the dis-

cussion of the most important points at issue. can oniy be
understood in this sense. If Mr. Henderson had succeeded in
gaining even partial concessions in this conneciion, he would
naturally have been a hero in the eves of all the imperialist
world, But this hope proved as short-lived as a soap-bubble,
Governmeit circles in Great Britain appear only now to have
recognised the fruitlessness o these expectations and now a
fresh invitaion is to hand, again only in regard to the iormal
question of procedure, _

This does not mean that ncw all the rest will be plan
sailing. It does not mean that no further obstacle will be placed
in our way. One thing is certain: our directives in regard 1o
our mittuat relations with Great Britain remain unchanvaed.
It is only alter the re-establshment ol normal diplmnatic rela-
tions that negotiations can commence regarding the essential
poimts at issue, regarding claims and counter-claims. ‘This i3
the attitude we observed throughout the former period oi our
reiations, and such is the basis vnon which we have hitherto
syxtematically eatablished our internatienal position and upon
which we hope fo continue to establish it in spite of the
“manoceuvres” of the British and international bourgeoisie.

The fact that the first Labour Government in 1024 recog-
nised the Soviet Union without any prior condition. whereas
the present Government of the same MacDonald attempts to
exercize a pressure on the Soviet Government even before the
resumption of diplomatic relations. clcarly shows the awgra-
vation of the crucial international antacgonizm, the antiosnism
between the canitalist workl and *he Soviet Union. Qur chiei
task is and will continue 10 be that of umnasking the policv of
all and every imiperialist party and of revealing to ali warkers
the line of the proletarian State i relation 1o the canitalizt
Powers. The fight for the resumrniion of relations befwern
Great Britain and the Soviet Union merely helps us to vnmask
in the eves of the masses, the thoroughly bourueois policy of
the Labour Party. a pelicy which becomes apparent wherever
tilere is a question of defending the interests of capitalism, ot
tie bourgcoisie, and protecting imrerialist pesitions, The line
of a truly revolutionaryv, proletarian international policy is
coming to be more and more fullv understood by the musses,
and this ealightenment constitutes our foremost intarnational
tazk,

The dispute over the Chinese Eastzrn Railway (in the Fasi)
and the struzsgle for the negotiations between the Soviet Uninn
and Great Britain (in the West) are just those crucial points
in international politics which most pronouccdly reveal the
aggravation in the relations between the Soviet Union and the
imperialist werld, an aggeravation which is the natural out-
come cf the developmen: ot the capitalist world in one direction
and that ot the Soviet Union in the oiher.

On “Stability” in the United States and “Prosperity” in the
Soviet Unien.

P shall now attemnpt to characterise the development of the

capitalist countries. taking the United States as a typical
exampie, ’
the United States of America is the most poweriul and

full-blooded capitalist country. It is thereiore of particular
importance to analyse the economic developmeni of that land.
In this connection 1 should like to make inention of a book
which was published in the United States in May last. |
refer to the report of the Government commission under the
chairmanship ol Herbert Hoover, now President ol the United
States. The committee in question, which counts among its
members such  well-known American politicians  as Owen
Young (creater of the famous Young Plan), William Green
(chairman of the American Federation of Labor) and various
leading bankers. professors, and lawyers, issued a report in
two volumes on *“Recent bconomic Changes in the United
States” (Graw-Hill Book Co., Inc., Heb.-York. 1920) describing
the econontic development ol the country from 1022 1o the
beginning of 1920, In view of the undoubted competenc2 of
the authors in regard to American economics, this book
deserves to be franslated into Russian immediately. In spite ol
serious shortcomings, such as are to be eapected in such a
typical product ol bourgeois mentality, this book contains im-
portant material and is highly instructive,

I should like to deal shortly with the main inference of
this book; first, however. 1 must acquaint you with pi-
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its contents, particularly as regards two interesting tables
contained therein.

These tables afiord a survey of the economic position of
17 of the biggest countries, between 1919 and 1921 in the
one fable and between 1922 and 1927 in the other. The
17 countries, with the United States at their head, comprise
all the more important capitalist states, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, China, India, and so on. There is also
some mention of “Russia”, naturally in the very last column.
By means of such expressions as “revival”, “depression”,
“decline”, and “prosperity”, these tables characterise the
economic position of the countries in question in the various
vears and even half-years. The result is a very simple but
interesting survey of the economic development of practically
the whole world in the last few years., I need merely point
out what is said of the Soviet Union. In the first table the
corresponding columns of the years in question (1919, 1920,
1921) contain the short but expressive remark *“depression”.
In the following years the aspect of things changes in the
following way: 1922 “depression”, “revival”; 1923 “revival”,
“decline”; 1924 “depression”, “revival”; 1925 “prosperity”,
“decline”; 1926 “prosperity”; 1927 “prosperity”. These tables
show that it was only in regard to two other countries, Canada
and Australia, that the committee felt justified in recognising a
pronounced *‘prosperity” in 1926 and 1927. With reference to
the United States, the tables report as follows for the last
few years: 1925 “prosperity”; 1926 “prosperity”, “slight de-
cline™; 1927 “slight decline”. For the years 1926 and 1927,
therefore, the worthy committee of Messrs. Hoover & Co. was
bound to recognise a ‘‘prosperity” in the Soviet Union such
as did not even obtain in the United States. As regards a
number of other countries, it is established that they ex-
perienced a regular depression during the years in question
and in some cases also for a longer period. The above-
mentioned *“impartial” indications of the Hoover Committee
in regard to the “prosperity” ol the Soviet Union cannot but
cause us a certain satisfaction. seeing that they come from
the leaders of a PPower so hostile to ourselves. We may well
compare these admissions on the part of our enemies with
the complaints of the Right in regard to *“degradation™.

But enough of this. Let me pass over to the main con-
clusion, at which the Hoover Committee arrives in the short
report at the commencement of the book.

“Although we are living at a time of great economic
activity and industrial productivity”. says the rzport,
“and have attained a stage of economic stability which
must be considered very high, and although America has
a very promising future before it — especially if we take
into consideration the reorganisation necessitated in post-
war times in all branches of economic life and the transfer
from war to peace production — the present investigations
nevertheless show up the fact that we shall not be able
to maintain our economic advantages or hope fully to
realise our economic future, if we do not consciously
adopt the principle of stability and apply it sagaciously
to all aspects of economy.”*)

A subsequent passage says:

“Our complicated economic machinery can produce.
but if it is to produce uninterruptedly its stability must
be observed. During the last few years stability was
thoroughly maintained. We have not lost an undue number
of working hours through strikes or lockouts. Until re-
cently, the savings out ol production were not emploved
for speculation. There was a stability among economic
forces; no complete stabiiity, but yet a stability which
made it possible for the complicated machinery to work
and to serve the interests of our people. It seemed we
could advance with a growing degree of activity; we
can, however, only do so provided we employ the technics
ci stability. The Committee is of opinion that the efticient
work of economists, engineers, and statisticians who pre-
nared the investigation upon which we base the present
tacts and inferences, will greatly benefit such technics.”*)

Y etndated drom the Russian,

A more detailed occupation with the line of though: :-
indicated would be advisable, but I shall merely limit n.:
to the main thing, the consideration of the problem of “stab::«
This theory of *“stability”, of the “principle of stabilitv™ i~
the “technics of stability” deserves a great deal of ater x
The committee of bankers, bourgeois prolessors, and i
rialist politicians proves most convincingly that under ex:-
circumstances the economic advantages of the United ¥:
cannot be maintained, if the principle of stability i z!
consciously applied and skillfully employed in all sphere. -
economic life. It is yet more interesting to see how th: ¢~
mittee approaches the task of practically realising the pra.-
of stability. It represents the matter as if all that is e,
is the application of “techmics of stability”. The coma~
expresses the hope that the “thorough work of the econwr
engineers, and statisticians” employed in preparing the m:z
worked up by the committee, “will benefit these technics™ ™
the committee hopes that the economists, engineers, and s
cians of the United States will so elaborate the *techni
stability” required by American capitalism that the (:-
States will be able to continue along the paths of cap:
“prosperity”. It is not difficult to perceive, however. th: :
thin veil of phrases regarding the ‘“technics of stability™ s
to hide the very real fear of the American bankers, capra -
and bourgeois politicians regarding the destiny of Amc«
capitalism. Their hopes of attaining an economic stabiit -
the capitalism of the epoch 6i finance-capital do not te:
pacify them. It is not without reason that the report is cox™
in very moderate terms. The dream of economic si::
under the rule of capitalism must needs be dispersed as -~
as ever it comes into contact with actual life. For ultz::
it coincides with the idea of “organised capitalism™ a .
which never existed and never can exist on earth. The hos::
vacillations of bankers and bourgeois politicians in reygar:
the question of economic stability merely stresses the iax
capitalism has outlived is time and that there can b
one real solution and true realisation of the principle o! - I
stability, the overthrow of capitalism and the introduc.:

a systematic Socialist economy. The- dream of workin: ¢
some ‘“echnics of stability” is nothing but an empty i~
of systematic economy under conditions of capitalist .
which is constantly aggravating the contradiction betw
growth of productive forces on the one hand and tv
society on the other, in which the masses are 3"
forced down to a lower level as regards their material and ™
conditions. The fact that the Soviet Union has now for siZ:
years successfully realised the economic plans it set itel =
that we are now proceeding io realise the “Five-Year [+
must cause the ruling classes of the bourgeoisie to des
master and organise capitalist anarchy. The conclusions o *
Committee prove, for all their vagueness, their contradic::”
and their obvious helplessness, that capitalism is incapabi:
actually realising economic stability. These expatiauors 4
Messrs. Hoover, Young, Green, and others, show very &’
that the capitalist world is getting more and more entar:
in its own contradictions; that the crisis of capitalsn -
getting more and more acute, and that capitalism can <« §-
way out ol the difficulty and is steering towards its com -
annihilation. Meanwhile the Soviet Union, the country e .
in building up Socialism, is being successfully reconstruc:-
the basis of a systematic Socialist economy. This is coni7-§
by the report ot the Hoover Committee, thus arriving + =
same fundamental: conclusion as the Marxist-Leninist ami-
ol the development of capitalism.

v

The growth of contradictions in the system of capii §
has been proceeding more and more rapidly of late years 'F
the present time the accentuation of class difierences n * §
world has reached dimensions which induce us to recx’”
that there is a new revolutionary upsurge in the wor
movement of the capitalist countries and also of the col-
where the forces of the revolutionary emancipation fight a::
imperialism are growing. This was established beyond J
by the last plenary session of the E. C. C. L.

(Comrade Molotov deals with the question of the g7~
of class antagonisms in the bourgeois countries; he speai
the deterioration in the economic position of the working 7
and of the growth of the resistance offered by the work:
the offensive of the capitalists, also in the colonies. By m
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concrete examples the speaker illustrates the fact that the
v revolutionary tendency in the Labour movement has a
ly internationai character. He then proceeds to appraise the
e played by the Social Democracy.)

The Role of the Social Democracy.

Under these circumstances the Social Democracy is turning
re and more obviously into an instrument of imperialism.
is fact is confirmed by the accession to office in Germany
1 Britain of parties representing the Second International.
sardless of the fact that the German Social-Democrats possess
more than one third of the total number of seats in the
chstag, while the Labour Party hoids less than hali the
ts in the House of Commons, the German Government has
more than a year been presided over by a Social-Democrat,
Jler, while in Great Britain the bourgeois parties, possessing
majority of seats, suffer a Labour Government under
cDonald.” Obviously, the bourgeoisie has reason to trust
h parties as the German Social-Democrats and the British
sour Party. At the present juncture it is in the interests
the bourgeoisie to appear belore the masses under the mask
«Labour”, of a “Democratic” or “pacifist” rule. The bour-
\isie is not afraid of Socialists of the Miiller stamp. It needs
1 men for the purpose of casting pacifist sand in the eyes
the workers.
Of late there has been an increase in the number of paci-
projects, which have been rendered popular by the imperia-
ts through the medium of the Socialist leaders and the
¢ial-Democratic press. By such means they seek to mask
ir preparations for new imperialist wars and for inter-
ttion against the Soviet Union. In this sense the French
wernment under M. Briand is perhaps the most active of all.
iand's plan of the United States of Europe obviously aims
outbidding the pacifist intentions of the Social-Democrats
ling in Great Britain and Germany. In reality this plan is
thing but an imperialist programme of the most powerful
pitalist State on the European Continent, the purpose of
tich is o set up a barrier against American competition and
realise a united front of European imperialists against the
wiet Union. But the results of the Hague have sufficed to
ow how impossible it is for the imperialists to bridge the
ferences existing between them. The Hague Conference,
saged in the revision of the so-called Young Plan, is a
pical characteristic of the impctence of the imperialists, who
e unable to get over the growing contradictions of capitalist
velopment. Almost all the governments participating in the
»nierence interpret its outcome in a sense favourable to them-
Ives. A tremendous fuss has been made over the miserable
ictory” of Snowden, who, by bringing pressure to bear on
her countries, managed to secure an additional 36 million
arks for Great Britain. This “success” earned Snowden and
e entire MacDonald Government the praise of the whole
ritish bourgeoisie. The Chancellor of the Exchequer of the
.abour” Government may really be said to have done his
st for his bourgeoisie. At bottom this “victory” is not worth
ry much, entailing as it does fresh difficulties for the Mac-
onald Qovernment, The “Temps” had good reason to point
it that “Great Britain is risking the occurrence of serious
fiiculties for its policy if the state of affairs established by
owden leads to a liquidation of amicable relations.” Snow-
M's “success” at the Hague must needs lead to a certain
distribution of forces in the imperialist camp, a fact which
iderlines the general inconstancy ol mutual relations among
& imperialist Powers of Europe, not to speak of their rela-
ons with imperialist interests in other parts of the world.
ossibly the results of the “victory” at the Hague may be
ngibly felt in the pockets of London bankers. But such a
fictory” can by no means create the presumptions for even
small improvement in the position of the British workers.
The parties of the Second International which are in power
| Great Britain and Germany are doing nothing at all for
le improvement of the workers' lot. At the same {ime they
re being used by the bourgeoisie as cat's paws for a further
flensive against the workers and for the development of
ascist tactics in the fight against the proletariat. An example
1 point is the deterioration of leyislation regarding national
tsurance in Qermany, put through by the Social-Democratic
:ader Wissell. At a slightly earlier date, Zorgiebel. Berlin's

Socialist chief of police, organised a massacre among the
workers which earned the praise even of the Fascists. The
Social-Democrats are proceeding rapidly along the path of
fascisation.

Even in Austria, the so-called “Left” Social-Democrats
maintain a kind of semi-alliance with the Fascists. At the
moment when the Fascists are actively working for the over-
throw of the constitution, the “Left” Social-Democrats under
the guidance of Otto Bauer have nothing better to do than to
enter into the discussion of a “mutual disarmament” of workers
and Fascists. The latter naturally profit by the delay for the
purpose of continuing their armaments. Such is the policy of
the Social-Democrats, who are clearing the way for a Fascist
coup. Such a policy cannot but arouse the increasing indignation
of the working masses. The utter collapse of the Social-Demo-
cratic policy is more and more imminent. o

(Comrade Molotov proceeds to characterise the situation
in the Comintern and its individual sections, therewith termi-
nating the first part of his report on the international situation.)

POLITICS —

The Nationalist Bomb Throwers and
their Allies.

By Werner Hirsch (Berlin).

Infernal machines and bomb attacks — in all, fourteen con-
spiracies of national-Fascist organisations — have during the
last few weeks and months been keeping the German public in
a state of alarm. While in Austria the Fascist “Heimwehr"”
formations have gone over to methods of pronounced civil war
and are co-operating with the Government and with the forces
of the capitalist State apparatus in preparation of a political
coup, the Fascists of Germany have not been idle either.

Immediately after the first bombing attempts of the nationul-
Fascists the Communist Party of Germany pointed out to the
masses of the working class where the culprits were to be
found. The press of the C. P. G, led by the “Rote Fahne”, in
vehement words showed up the inactivity of the authorities,
who did not take the least trouble to put a stop to the pranks
of the conspirators and incendiaries. It was only the incrimi-
nating and fully substantiated accusations of the Communists
that finally induced the police to arrest a small number oi
perpetrators, seeing that a failure to pursue and arrest the ob-
vious culprits would have harmed the prestige of the police too
greatly. But even now that steps have finally been taken against
the long-denounced clique of conspirators after the fourteenth
instance of attempted crime, the police investigations draw the
line at the culprits, the wire pullers and instigators of the
bombers, with quite particular reference to the spiritus rectores
of the radical, national-Fascist bands in connection with the
German army.

Already in the first stage of the bomb scandal, the “Rote
Fahne” pointed out that there must obviously be connections
between the bomb throwers and certain circles of the army.
The only answer of the German Repubilcan authorities to this
serious charge was the fatuous announcement that the War
Oifice would prosecute the “Rote Fahne™ and another publica-
tion that had made a similar statement, which means that a
lawsuit would be started for the purpose of suppressing thesc
awkward accusations,

About a week later, the central organ of the Communist
Party opened fire with the disclosures it directed against the
War Office. Day after day documentary evidence was publishad
in proof of the closz connections existing between all circles
of the army. from the supremz command down to the lowest
military authorities, and the radical Right cliques in the Fascist
camp. .

The bombardment began with the publication of a letter
which the former first-lieutenant Weschke, one of the avowed
conspirators who had been arrested. had received from
a certain Lieutenant Jaeschke of the standing army. in which
the latter solicited an interview with the conspirator. The
meeting in question was to take place, so the writer requested.
in the army quarters of the 6th regiment of infantry at Liibeck.
in the room of a certain Major Tiedemann, This letter alone
would have sufficed to refute the War Office’s attempts at denial
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in regard to a connection between the army and the bomblayars.
But besides this the “Rote Fahne” was in position to prove that
ithe cons pirator Weschke had paid more than one visit to the
oificers’ casino at Liibeck.

At the same time the central organ of the Communist Party
published a further sensational letter, addressed by Baron von
Uaza a notorious monarchist and a leader of the Right-radical

grarians, to Major-General von Hammerstein, chief of the
"troop" department of the German army. This letter contained
neither more nor less than the pronounced request that the
veneral in question place himself at the service of the endeavours
tewards bringing about a *“dictatorship of generals” in Germany,
and recommend a member of the army litted for the office of
dictator, in which connection it was hinted that possibly von
Ifammerstein himself might be best suited for this position.

There followed the reproduction, accompanied by a photo-
uvraphic facsimile, of a further letter, again addressed to General
von Hammerstein. This was written by Baron von Eckardstein-
Protzel, formeriy of the German general stalf and now a pro-
minent agrarian, and treated of a mysterious “Hirschmann
Association”. From the letter it appeared that the officers forming
this association were engaged 1n tasks of a military-strategic
naiure, so-called *“applied tactics™. The “Rote Fahne” came to
the conclusion that it could only be a question ol military and
tcchnical plans for war or civil war, pointing in the same
direction as the political programme of dictatorship mentoned
by the Fascist Baron von Gaza in his communication to Ge-
neral von Hammerstein.

In tollowing up its campaign of disclosures, the *Rote
[Fahne™ now announces that its accusations also extend to Ge-
neral von Heye, the head of the German army, though the main
re~ponsibility for the army scandal must lie at the door of
Wuar Minister Groener, the colleague of Social Democrats like
Hermann Miiller and Severing.

As a matter of fact this suspicion that Minister of War
Groener should have favoured the connection between the army
and Right-radical national-Fascists, could not but be sub-
stantiated by the Minister's own acts, for from the momient oi
his first denials and his threats against the “Rote Fahn2",
Groener continued to attempt an exculpation of the culprits.

As regards the attitude of General von Hammerstein, th2
War Office states that the general in question received a letter
from von Gaza but destroved it unanzwered., In contradiction
of this, even the bourgeois press atfirms that either von Ham-
mierstein’s explanation was mendacious or more than one letter
of this kind must have been addressed to the general, sezing
that it would have bden impossible for the “Rote Fahne™ to
phiotograph the letter in question it it had been destroved. A
still more grotesaue explanation was given by the Ministry
in regard to the “Hirschmann association”, which, so the public
was told. was a society for the breeding of dogs for sport
prupose

Finally, the German War Minister declared roundly that
in future the War Otfice would simply refuse to vouchsaie an
answer to the publication of letters and documents obviously
“stolen” from the army. This declaration. an undeniable admis-
sion of guilt, even upset some of the bourgeots papers con-
siderably.

Thus the campaign of disclosures directed by the Com-
munist Party and the “Rote Fahue” against the German army
commanders may be looked upon as a very decided blow to
German milarisin and military armaments. In the eves of the
workers the connections between the forces of the canitalist
State apparatus and the Fascists is very clearly manifest. Besides
this, the disclosures reveal the miserable and cowardly rolz2
plaved by the Social Democrats, who have answered th2 in-
creased activity of the Fascists merely by an increase of thair
own social-Fascist policy, thus proving their collusion with
national-Fascisd

The one and only force which is willing and able to take
up the Tight against the Fascist danger. the bourgzois plans
of dictatorship. and the subservience of the Social-Democratic
lackeva, is the Communist Party ol Germanv. The Conmumunist
fraction in Parliament will broach the subiject of the bamb
attacks and the army scandal from the Parliamentary platiorm
too, s0 that the masses may be further aroused for the fizht
avainst imperialism and Fascism,

THE WHITE TERROR

The Anti-Communist Pogrom an
the Heroic Fight of the C. P. of
Yugoslavia. ‘

(A Letter from the Yugoslav Frontier.)

Shortly before the 1st of May, in the night between v
24th and 25th, our comrades GiuroDiakovitch, candidaze -
E.C.C.1. and organisational secretary of the C. P. o1 i,
slavia, and Niko Hetchimovitch, secretary of the Yugosiav .
of the Red Aid, were foully murdered. Both of these ¢
had been arrested at Zagreb on April 20th at 8 o'cloc: -}
evening. Immediately after their arrival at the police-stat: :
were brutally beaten. It has been established that the v« :
day Comrade Diakovitch could not stand on his feet, ¢
of which were completely lacerated through the torture - .}.
undergone. He was dragged up the stairs to his cross-a -
tion by two constables, who were obliged to support himi .+ 3
elbows all the time he was being examined. Needles were
underneath his nails; a piece of iron was placed in his mo.. .-
hammered upon until his teeth all broke; pencils wer: -
between his tingers and the finger-tips pressed togs:
bound, a parhcu]arl) atrocious form of torture, wrench:
the bones of the hand.

The whole of his body was beaten with sacks lies
sand. Alter this terrible treatment Comrade Diakovitch wz
into irons together with Comrade Hetchimovitch and e -
by gendarmes to the Austrian frontier, where both ot them -
murdered. The police report states that they were shot +
rying to escape, but the judicial commission has establishei
both the prisoners were shot from in front at close rang: - -
revolvers. The same commission affirmed that both were ai¢
so greatly injured by maltreatment, that they would hz::
cumbed in a short time even vnthout being shot.

Before August 1st five comrades were murdered. th:s
them at Samobor near Zagreb and two at Sarajevo. Those -
dered at Samobor were Comrade lanko Misitch and r -
brothers Oreski. According to the police report, thev iz <:
to have been killed in fwhtmg with the gendarmes whe *
surrounded their dwel!mu-place There is, however. 1w
possibility — or probability, in view of the position of th: . |
tims and of the testimony of a workman — that geni:—
made their way into the house and shot them out of hand

At Sarajevo, Comrade Barun, a metal-worker in the r.\
shop and secretary of the district committee of the C.P.Y.
arrested at his lathe at half past five on June 20th; at ha*
eleven the same night he was shot. The next day a gres
flagration broke out in the workshop, causing damage
value of 10 million dinars. The Government is of opiniz
this fire represented an act of protest on the part of th° W
at the assassination of Barun.

Ameng some 300 workers arrested in the district of ¢
jevo prior to August 1st, there was also a writer named H:-
Cengitch, who was not a member of the C.P. of Yug::
bur who had severely criticised the dictatorship. For this r:
he too was assaszinated. The police assert that hz comr
suicide by jumping from a window on the 4th floor.

a9 - -

w

The murders detailed above are by no means all iz
dictatorship has perpetrated.

At Mostar. the tailor B. Finzi was arrested on the .
(by the chier-oi-police at Sarajevo) of having printed Comi-.
handbills, He died under torture. and the police laid ths .
on the rails of the Mostar-Sarajevo line, so that it should b:
over and the traces ol torture obliterated. The police 7
stated simply: “Run over in trying to escape”. |

At Belgrade on Auguts 25th. Dr. Nesitch, general-sx::
of the Government Red Cross and member of the C.P. of Y.. °
slavia. was arrested and murdered th2 same night. The Yuo®
police spread the account abroad that he had committed s
by jumping out of a window of the 4th floor of the police 5.
quarters. To understand the full cynicism of this report it she.
be known that the Belgrade police headquarters have no :
floor, being a one-story building
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In this campaign of the dictatorship against the working
1ss the Russian White Guards play an important réle. It is they
ho originally organised the Yugoslav “Ochrana™ (or depart-
ent for defence of the realm), and thus they conduct, both politi-
llv and organisationally, the entire campaign against the wor-
rs, peasants, and oppressed non-Serb nationalities, and parti-
larly against the C.P. of Yugoslavia. The White Guards are
e trustiest henchmen of the Yugoslav dictatorship. They are
nployed In the most important police offices as specialists for
e inquisition and murder of imprisoned proletarians, Nikolski,
winerly belonging to the Tsarist Ochrana, is the most influential
 most “experienced” man at the Belgrade police headquarters,
1 expert in inquisition and murder. In 1926, he was mainly
isirument in breaking both legs and the spine of Comrade
anko Vule, whose body was thereupon sunk in the Danube

Above all, Macedonia and the Voyvodina are the provinces
here the White Guards develop their main activity of torture
1d assassination. The frontier police in those parts consists to
) per cent. of such reliable servants of the dictatorship, and
ere the murder of Macedonian peasants is a daily occurence.
he massacre of Macedonian peasants, which was one ol the
st acts of the dictatorship, was effected by White Guards anl
eir Serb partisans,

So as to be able to hold out longer against the workers anl
:zsamts, the dictators have greatly elaborated their espionage
W pendarme service. In Zagreb, e. g., the number ot police
msiables was trebled, added to which spectal detachments ol
mdarmes were attached to the police.

In connection with their plan of a physical 2xtermination
" the Communists with a view to destroving the C.P Y., the
ctators seek to smuggle their provocateurs into the Party. In
iis connection the conmdants have been promised great rewards.
13 well known that the police will pay as much as 50,000
inars for the betraval of members of the C.C. ol the C.P.Y.
he police frequently warns citizens not to grant any housing
:comodation to Cummunists. Those who fransgress this order
re punished with five years of hard labour. In practice, thinygs
re still worse, as was to be seen in the case of Dr. Nesitch,
ho was murdered on the mere suspicion of having placed his
at at the disposal ol Communist meetings.

As regards the number of the prisoners, it must be admitt=d
at it is impossible to furnish exact numbers. firstly because the
-rests are made frequently and wholesale and secondly becaus2
ie police refuse to give any information as to the number or
ames of their prisoners. For this purpose the prisoners are
:zistered under wrong .names. Upon the esablishment of the
wiatorship, more than 15,000 were sent to prison; at present
ie tolal number of prisoners is certainly not less than 6000.

As a rule, no news can be received irom the prisoners. They
ay not procure any extra rations to supplement the dry bread
iev receive. l'he amount ol bread allowed per prisoner was
cently curtailed, so that the prisoners are actually starving.

The majority of the arrestees are flogged. Many of our com-
wies have died under blows and torture, among them Comradz
larganovitch, who was arrested last March and died from th2
fects of torture in the police jail four and a hall months later.
A the post mortem examination it had to be admitted that he
ad been given seven deadly blows with a blunt object.

But in spite of all its terrorism, the dictatorship has not
icceeded in destroying the C.P.Y. or in stifling the revolutio-
ary fight of the vxorl\m(r masses and opj sressad nationalitizs.
n’the contrary. All the problems the d1ctator hopes to solve
irough the violence of the White Guards, are at present mora
‘ute than ever, the economic crisis, the national crisis. the
grarian crisis, and the general State crisis. In the near future
ugnslavia may expect a great increase in the revolutionary
bt of the workers and peasants. The imminence of this revo-
tionary wave my bz seen in the racent spontaneous strikes with
leir economic and political demands. The C.P. Y. is conducting
lis fight in the direction of an armed revolt and of the esta-
lishment of a workers' and peasants government.

FASCISM

Woldemaras’ Resignation.

By A. Draugas (Kovno).

The tyrannical Woldemaras, the Lithuanian “Duce” who has
just resigned, cannot claim to have been the vne to introduce
“white terror” into Lituhania. The system of brutal oppression
practised on the workers was merely brought by him (o the
highest perfection.

The Lithuanian State, a creation of the German imperial
generals in 1918, has from the very beginning been characte-
rised by reactionary and arbitrary rule. lrrespective of what
government happened to be in power, whether the clerical
bloc of the Christian Democrats or the Leit Government of
the Popular *“Socialists” and Social-Democrats, the broad
masses of workers and peasants have had to suifer under a
preposterously severe oppression. (jovermmernts came and went
— only the notorious Zwalgyba, a worthy successor of the
Ochrana, remained and continues to act as the almighty exe-
cutive instrument of the landlords and capitalists. The class-
conscious workers, with their political organisations and news-
papers., were from the first relegated to a state of illegality
and made the victims of espionage and persecution. Mass trials and
terrorist verdicts of class justice were even then the order
of the day. Such were the government methods of the clerical
and *“Socialist” forerunners of Fascist dictatorship, practising
white terrorism under the cloak of bourgeois democracy.

Woldemaras discarded this hypocritical mask. In imitation
of his master, Mussolini, whose achievements he was soon
to outdo, he openly and cynically proclaimed Fascist dictator-
ship and put it into brutal execution. The military dictatorship.
which set in after the “putsch” ol December 17th, 1026, immne-
diately proceeded with the greatest severity and on a broad
scale against the working class.

The workers’ publications were .all prohibited; the trade
unilons were dissolved; arrests began 1o take place on a large
scale.

On December 20th, 1920, numerous trade union leaders of
the Opposition were arrested. and on the following day 480 Com-
munists were imprizoned at Kovno alone.

The drumhead courts-martial, which permit of ro defence
and no appeal. and at which the lives of the accused are at
the mercy of the generals. began their sanguinary activity.
On December 27th. the first death-sentences (on K. Tchemy.
K. Gedris, J. Greifenberger (Victor), and K. Pozella) were
carried out. In the course of the first eleven months of the
Woldemaras regime, 70 death-sentences were passed. 20 ol
them being put into execution and the others commuted into
lifelong imprisonment. The preiext lor these sentences was the
“attempts”™ on the lite of the dictator and “conspiracies™ against
the Fascist Sate, which occurred with remarkable mathematical
precision about once a week for vears. These provocative mea-
sures were exaggerated to a grotesque degree, and even the
bourgeois press of foreign countries (“Frankiurter Zeitung™,
“Berliner Tageblatt”, “Manchester Guardian™) has frequemly
pointed out that these so-called attemipts and conspiracies were
merely an excuse for, and an attempt to justify. the bloody
regime,

The system of espionage and provocation has b2en made
the very basis of the government policy in Lithvapia, The
Zwalgvba rages more unscrupulously than ever, A few words
of criticism may entail interment 1n a concentration camp. I
some one is found 1o be in possession of a forbidden punli-
cation, he mav pe sent to prison for irom three to five vears,
and if the Zwalgvba succeeds in discovering several such
publications. which as likely as mnot have been nurposeh
smuggled into the abode ol the prospective victim, the laiter
may end his days in jail. In September 1027, three Cerman
Communists, Pols, Schmidt, and Sakaitskis, who had distributed
literature in the Memei district, were removed to Kovno anid
there sentenced to nine or three years' jail. resnectivelv. The
prisons are Lr()\\d(d with workers and nnelle(mah charged
with “crimes™ ol a similar sort.

The prison regime is unoearable. The prisoners are sab-
jected to the most brutal illtreatment, not only at the cross-
examinations wmmediatelv after their arrest but also later. In
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the torture chambers of the Zwalgyba, the mediaeval brutality of
primitive peasants is combined with the scientific ingenuity of
up-to-date methods of torture. Thus it is hoped to extract “con-
fessions”. Brutal beatings and electrical currents have driven
many prisoners mad. The violation of women is a daily
occurrence. Frequently massacres are instituted. The sanitary
conditions in. the prisons and concentration camps defy all
description. Any attempt at communication with the outer
world is rigorously punished. The political prisoners are
condemned to physical and mental destruction.

Thus Lithuania has apparently become a charnel-house
under Woldemaras’ rule. “Apparently” — for still the raging
of the Fascist hordes has not succeeded in exterminating the
labour movement. White terrorism is sounding its own death-
knell. Again and again, every 1st of May and 1st of August,
on the international Youth Day, the tyrants learn afresh that
even in Lithuania the workers’ movement is not to be killed.

In the first three .months of 1929, the following obviously
incomplete figures became known in regard to the effects of White
terrorism and class justice:

1 murder, *30 cases of acute torture, 20 trials with an
aggregate sentence of 200 years, and 2088 days of hunger-
strike in the prisons.

In the course of the year the terrorism increased tremen-
dously. The number of death-sentences grew alarmingly; the
hangmen were fully occupied. And from the prisons come
the most heart-rending reports of the brutality of the police.

Woldemaras has resigned — the Fascist dictatorship re-
mains. “Lietuvos Aidas”, the semi-official organ of the autocratic
government, hastened to remark on September 20th that ‘“there
could be no question of a change of directives”. White terror
continues to reign in Lithuania.

Thus the working masses in Lithuania are still faced with
the task of a revolutionary fight to the finish against this brutal
regime. It is up to the international working class to prove
their active proletarian solidarity with the workers of Lithuania.

THE BALKANS

The Self-Extermination in the Camp
of the Macedonian Fascists.
The Murder of George Bashdaroff at Varna.
By lvanov (Bulgaria).

. Atter the murder of General Protogeroff on July 7th, 1928
by the hand of his former iriend Ivan Michailoff, the so-called
I. M. R. O. (Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organisation)
split up into two mutually hostile sections. The one party has
since then been led by Ivan Michailof. while the other was
until recently headed by Gezoryg Bashdaroff, who is known to have
been the most determined and most influential friend of Proto-
gerofi and now to be the deadliest enemy of his murderer,
Michailoti. Now Bashdaroff, too. has gone, having been shot
by Michailofi's terrorists in the street at Varna (Bulgaria) on
the 18th of September.

Without doubt, this murdsr will only tend to enhance the
crisis within the 1. M. R. O. The question naturally arises as
to the underlying reason of this acute crisis, which leads to
so many murders of prominent leaders of the organisation.

The main reason is to be found in the character and
ideology ol the organisation. The founder of the present-day
I. M. R. O. was Todor Alexandroff. who was murdered in 1924
at the instigation of Protogeroff. The old I. M. R. O., which
prior to the Balkan wars comprised the great majority of the
Macedonian population. fought against the absolutz rule of the
Turkizsh Sultan and against the economic exploitation practisad
by the beys and pachas. In this ficht it relied on the revolutio-
nary force of the oppressed Macedonian peasants. It was
completely independent of outside lactors and was directed, by
means of revolutionary fight against the Sultan's tyranny and the
imperialist aspirations of the Balkan governments, towards the
establishment of an autonomous Macedonia.

Aiter the Furopean war, Alexandroit founded a new I. M.
R. O, which coincided merelv in name with the old I. M. R. O.
of the Macedonian peonle. True, officially it set itself a nobl»
aim. the autonomy of Mucedonia. But in realitv this w1s and

No. & l(

is only a cloak, behind which the irredentist endeavours of =
Great-Bulgarians are at work. Thus the new I. M. R 0. -
Alexandroffi became an instrument of the “revenge polic;” -
the Bulgarian Governments and wholly lost all social and p=--
cal ties with the broad masses of the Macedonian people. A:
thus, without being socially or politically rooted in the M:=
donian people, the new I. M. R. O. came to play the -:-
of a band of terrorists, which in the course of the las: -:
years did away with more than 1000 Macedonians in Buyg::$
until at length its leaders started rend one another. ¥

The motive for these final quarrels, divisions i
sanguinary feuds in the present 1. M. R. O. did not lie in -
deep-rooted differences but merely reflected the intrigue ».
rivalries within the government party in Bulgaria, or rm
between its two wings, led by Liaptchef and General V:i
on the one hand and by Zankoff and General Russefi ¢ - -
other., The fights within the Fascist I. M. R. O. are nax
but a reflection of the fights within the Bulgarian goverm .
party. It is a well-known fact that the assassination oi I~ ¢
geroffi — stated by Michailoffi to have been out of reven:::
that of Alexandroff — was in reality a blow at the Zso -
Russefi group, which just at that moment intended dzp::
the Liaptchefi group by means of a fresh military “puw
The latest murder, that of the new leader of the Proto.>~
group, again underlines the ascendency of the Liaptcheif ¢ .-
over that of Zankoff, though it naturally does not mean -
the fight is at an end. On the contrary, the fight is growing -
intensity. We may expect not only a further succession of mu-:.~
among the leaders of the Fascist . M. R. O., but also 21 :-
gravation of the crisis within the Bulgarian government i~
the results of which cannot be forescen.

As regards the fight for the emancipation of the oppre:-:
Macedonian people, however, it continues to gain ground |
champion is the so-called “United 1. M. R. O.”, which *
inherited the revolutionary traditions, ideology. and exper: -
of the original formation. It is the true successor of the
I. M. R. O., which in 1903 organised and carried out the :-:
rebellion in Macedonia. The basis of the United I. M. E
is in Macedonia and its aim is an independent Macedoan |
part of a Balkan Federation. Its tactics lie in the directic:
a fight of the masses on a united front with the aid
national and social revolutionary forces in the Balkan Per
Though it only came into being in 1925, it already comy=is:
the best elements of the Macedonian movement and epr: ™5 |
full confidence of the broad masses in Macedonia.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Trade Union Congresses and the
Struggle against Reformism.
By J. Berlioz (Paris).

The two French trade union federations, the revolutiza: }
C.G.T.U. and the reformist C.G. T., simultaneously held * |
congresses in Paris in the week between September 15th 1z !
22nd. This temporal concidence of the two congresses only s
to show up the abyss dividing the two organisations. W he.
by order of the Home Office the Prefect of the Seine Depart: =
brusquely refused the C.G.T.U. the requisite public prem.- |
and gave orders in this sense to the communal authoritis:
the suburbs, the C.G.T. had everything placed at its dispo-

a roomy municipal building, post and telegraph stafis.
finest halls of the borough hall of the 11th Paris pracinct. ¢
While on the first evening of the revolutionary congress M.
mousseau, general secretary of the C.G.T.U, who has b |
working for two years in a state of illegality, was arresz- |
Jouhaux was in position to tell his delegates that he m.c
possibly be appointed Minister in a bourg2ois govarnment

The economic and political situation makes these difiers1..
altogether comprehensible. The French capitalists ses with
cern the increasing restriction of the markets of their full-bla..:
industry. They experience a growing anxiety in view of -
movement among the peasantry resulting from the disast-.
price-slump in grain. For the French capitalists it is an abs=.
necessity that the intensity of the working outpout be enhanc: -
the increasing wage-movement broken, and the war-preparaii’s
accelerated by means of a persecution of growing severitv. i
fultill this task, which grows more and more difficult in v.ei |
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k spreading activity of the masses and of the agitation of
Party against war, the Government must broaden its Parlia-
ary basis and assume the aspect of a broader concentration
an orientation decidedly more towards the “Left”. The
¢ movement, which has taken hold of the reformist organi-
ps of late, and the defection of old functionaries of the So-
it Party, who have joined our ranks, threaten to over-
the narrow limits of a merely superficial opposition in the
tlist Party and the C.G.T. In view of growing difficulties
t within and without, it is therefore to the advantage oi the
jrialists to recruit the aid of “Left” elements, such as Paul
wur and Jouhaux, who are thus afforded a better possi-
f ol damping down the revolutionary ardour of the masses
guiding it into peaceful channels.
At the same time it is obvious that the prospects of the
ch capitalists and their Fascist policy towards the Commu-
are engendering twolold results. On the one hand our in-
ce among the most exploited classes is increasing, in the
* degree as they recognise the political purport of their ele-
:ary movement. It is no mere matter of chance that of late
: have benn 13 strikes of workers belonging to reformist
misations and that the reformist dock-workers’ union of
tes, which was deserted by the union leaders in the midst
strike, has joined the C. G. T. U. On the other hand, the pro-
t of increasingly serious fights and of redoubled persecution
king effect in our ranks and particularly among our old and
aucratic trade union functionaries in the form of dangerous
wrtunist tendencies. This explains why the Congress of the
1. T.U. was charaterised by a hard struggle between the
munists and a whole number of reformist tendencies, which
r were ideologically crushed by a great preponderance of the
gates. Hence there resulted the line of the C. G. T. Congress, the
cof a timid minority with very vague ideas as to the process
evelopment of the working masses, by an extremely eloquent
iry of pacific platitudes and of class co-operation culminating
narticipation in the Government.

The Congress of the C.G. T.U. was occupied for almost
days out of seven with a very exhaustive debate on the report
he executive committee, the main matter of discussion being
ronounced revolutionary orientation of the entire organisation
A an alternative, what the representative of the R.L.L.U.
tis speech called “immersion in the reformist swamp”. There
e speeches by various functionaries, some of them in very
wnsible position (e. g. the secretaries of the dock workers and
toodstuff workers); almost all of them had been expelled
n the Party, some long aygo. others only a few days back;
all more or fess developed the political platform of the
natte trade-union league. Their chief expatiations tended to
ve that capitalism was in fullest bloom and might look
vard to another forty years of stabilisation, that there was no
unent danger of war, and that the radicalisation of the masses
a mere invention. They were merely obstinate, for which
on no reliance should be placed on the unorganised workars
e favour was being courted so markedly. The connection
veen the C. P. and the C. G. T. U. was leading the latter intn
olicy of adventure which might easily entail a state of illz-
tv. If legality was to be maintained. the connection with the
' must be broken off and the C. G. T. U. must virtually capi-
te 10 the Government.

Obviously, an undiluted reformist and anti-Communist con-
ion, One of the most essential results of the Congress con-
ad in the fact that it compelled the minority, by means of a
i thorough discussion, to assume a counter-revolutionary atti-
' ot s0 pronounced a nature as has so far only been proaciai-
. by a Party like the Trotzky trade-union league (“generals wit-
t armies”. naturally). The minority had to show itself in its true
uwrs, which it had often concealed beneath a criticism of
or matters. Thus it came about that some misguided indi-
1als, who recognised in the course of the debate whither the
¢ of their opinions was leading them. joined the Commu-
s during the session of the Congress. It is therelore certain
we have managed to separate the greater part of thz mis-
led workers from the minority which has elected to adopt
reactionary platform of the anarcho-reformists.

IThe result of this great discussion is that 943 trade unions
1 1512 votes approved the report and the resolution of the
amimist majority regarding the orientation of the C.G. T. U,
le the various oppositional minorities had 148 trade unions
1 214 votes on their side. These ficures afford no exact idza

of the proportion of forces, since there was also a certain
number of “centrist” or conciliatory elements, who are in general
members of the Party and who did not dare, by reason of frac-
tional discipline, to act overtly; with them we shall still have
to carry on the fight, This relers, for instance, to the functio-
naries of the teachers’ union, at whose last congress in August
a very ambiguous policy and bad opportunist tendencies were
noticeable, as is always the case with conciliaters. In any cas2
the outcome of the Congress marks an important stage in the
transposition of the Party and in the development of the French
workers’ movement, (To be Concluded.)

TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The International Significance of
the Twelfth Anniversary of the
FProletarian Revolution.

By Paul Reimann.

The sections of the Communist International are at present
conironted with the task of utilising the approaching anni-
versary of the October Revolution to mobilise the working
masses on a larger scale for the defence of the Soviet Union,
of the socialist fatherland of the toilers of the whole world.
In view of the general international situation. this task is of
paramount significance especially this year. The organmisation
of this campaign within the next few weeks must therefore
engage the chief attention of all Communist parties.

The character of the October campaign is, on the one hand,
marked by the tremendous progress of the first Workers State
in regard to socialist development; on the other hand, by the
most recent signs of the sharpening of the attack of the im-
perialist world on the Soviet Union.

It is already certain that the new forms of the socialist
construction, in connection with the execution of the Five-Year
Plan, are attracting the attention of the broadest masses. This
fact is all the more important because the campaign of most
Communist' Parties for the popularisation of the Five-Year
Plan is extraordinarily weak and in most cases is not of a
systematic character. In spite of this position it is apparent
that the interest of the masses for the problems of socialist
development is growing tremendously in all countries, so that
even the bourgeois press is compelled to treat these questions
seriously.

At the present time the superiority of socialist economy
over capitalist economy is becoming very apparent. This is
not due entirely to the figures concerning the rate of socialist
development, which figures could not be attained in a capitalist
country, but to the fact that it is possible to give such precise
figures with real practical significance in regard to economic
plans for a territory which comprises a sixth of the globe. At
the end of the first year of the Five-Year Plan it was clear that
these figures were not only of thoroughly real character but
that it is even possible to surpass them. lmmediately before
the twelith anniversary of the October Revolution, the C. P. 8. U.
is in a position to consider the question of curtailing the
periods provided for the Five-Year Plan.

The chief explanation of the circumstance that in the very
first year the figures provided were exceeded is the tremendous
development of mass initiative through socialist construction.
In the process of realising the Five Year Plan there arise in
the Soviet Union new lorms of engaging the broad masses
of the proletariat on the front of construction. The most im-
portant basis of the development of mass initiative is socialist
competition which, carried on on the largest scale, has already
shown the best results. In addition, there arise out of the
masses such organisations as the Comsomol Brigades, which
in the individual factories have set themselves the task of
leading by means of their own example the fight for the im-
provement of Labour discipline and for the promotion of the
productivity of the individual factories The initiative ol the
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masses is also proved by the carrying out of the Industriali-
sation Day on August 6th and also by the wiilingness of
the Soviet proletariat to undertake an uninterrupted working
week, which in the very shortest time will cause a tremendous
acceleration of socialist construction. In the country districts
new kinds of farms are arising. In place of the liftle peasant
farms are to be seen big agricultural enterprises, which are
of the type of grain factories. These big State agricultural
enterprises surpass even the most advanced forms of agriculture
in the capitalist countries. The contrast between industry and
agriculture, so characteristic of the whole development of
capitalistic economy, is beginuing to disappear in the Soviet
Union. To awaken understanding for the tremendous historic
significance of this process of transition in the Soviet Union,
to urge on the masses of the world proletariat through this
magnificent example, is one of the chief tasks of the Communist
parties in the capitalist countries. This task must be taken
in hand in the preparation and execution of the campaign
for the twelith anpiversary of the October Revolution,

The tiwelith anniversary of the October Revolution cannot,
however, in the capitalist countries be exclusively a day of
propagation of the basic idea of socialist construction, but
this propaganda must be inseparably linked up with the de-
velopment of the international solidarity of the toiling masses
for the Soviet Union. It must be made clear to the masses of
the capitalist countries that the fight for the revolutionary de-
fence oi the Soviet Union. the fight for the destruction of the
imperialist attacking front, which to-day more than ever is
coming under the leadership of the parties of the Second Inter-
national, is the most important guarantee for the further ad-
vancement of socialist construciion in the Soviet Union. The
twelith anniversary must therefore be regarded as a continuation
and enhancement of the campaign for August 1st, the first big,
uniformly conducted international campaign of the Communist
Parties against imperialist war. The solidarity of the world
proletariat with the Soviet Union must find" expression in
breaking through the police ferror in the capitalist countries.
in the fight of the Communist Parties for the capture of the
streets, in extension of the proletarian united front through
the creation of new organs of the united front from below,
ol anti-war commitiees, anti-Fascist committees, training of
proletarian self-defence corps, efc. )

The development of new forms of socialist consiruction
must proceed parallel with the new forms of the fight of the
Communist Parties in the capitalist countries. which under the
perspective of the establishment of the proletarian dictatorship
must concentrate more than ever upon the present main stra-
tegic objective of the Comintern, upon the capture of the
majority of the working class. To-day, in the time of develop-
ment of a new revolutionary revival among the masses. the
way to capture the majority of the working class is the
way of ccnscious leadership of the workers’ struggles. Upon
this fundamental idea depends that turn emphasised by the
10th Plenary Session. whereby the Communist Parties must
gain the leadership in this new revoltuionary upsurge. This
is possible only if the Communist Parties continue the practical
turn in the campaign for the 12th anniversary, il this cam-
paign relies more than previous ones upon the factories and
converts them into a base for the fight for the aims of Com-
munism. In the campaign for the 12th anniversary, it is the
duty of every individual section of the Communist International
to study the problems of the tactical turn in accordance with
the situation in the country iit question and to apply it in the
Jight of the experience gathered by the Coinmunist DParties in
the campaign of August Ist,

In this direction new perspectives are being opened to the
Communist Parties through the development of the revolutionary
competition. just as the Soviet proletariat in the fight for
socialist construction strengthened 1ts ranks through the setting
up ol quite concrete tasks and agreements among the factories,
the proletariat ol the capitalist countries must set themselves
concrete tasks in the fight for the defence of the Soviet Union,
in the mobilisation of the working masses. Upon this basis
the revolutionary competition between the proselariat of the
“oviet Union and the proletariat of the capitalist countries
inust reinforce the imternational solidaritv of the workers.
e cammaign dor the 12th anniversary renders it possible to

spread the idea of revolutionary competition among the fr
tarian masses of the capitalist countries.

The significance of the fulfilment of these tasks m::
seen from the present international situation. It is charace
by the most glaring antagonism in world politics of 1% -
ment, the antagonism between the Soviet Government zr.
social-imperialist labour government of MacDonald. 1
months of the existence of the government of the third >
geois party in England have already brought aoout gre:
illusionment among the masses. Smowden’s attitude =
Hague, MacDonald’s active advocay of the imperialist arm_-
plans at Geneva, the bloody massacre pertetrated by the “r,
Donald Government in Palestine and, last but not lea: |
non-recognition of the Soviet Union have been firere 8
lessons for the world proletariat. The leading particip:>: -
the preparation of the imperialist war against the Sovie -+

is the first characteristic of the present policy of the w=

International. The active participation in the setting .. s
Fascist dictatorships in the capitalistic countries is the s :

Zoergiebel, the Berlin murderer of workers, and Wek
high priest of the social-fascist dictatorship are not .
Their path is being followed by. the paragon party «
Second International, the party of Otto Bauer in Vier:.
adopting the Fascist reform of the constitution and con.':
a pact with Schober- for the bludgeoning of the Austriar
letariat. Austrian social democracy, the most “leftward” i- -
world, is going the way of all social-democratic flesh.
way to social-fascism. The third characteristic of the prn
social-democratic policy: Cutting down of the unempk:
benefit in Germany, reducing of the {extile workers w..d
in England. The policy of attack upon the standard-oi-i :;
of the working masses, the rationalisation offensive of
capital are being realised to-day with the aid of socialfa:a--

In this manner, in the arena of the international figti
the emancipation of the working class, the conflict between
revolutionary world front, led by the Communist Intern:::
and dependent upon the success of the Soviet Union. anc
the other hand, the social-lascist and social-imperialist Se~
International is constantly becoming more pronounced. T
fight between these two camps for the capture of the miv:
of the world proletariat permits no vacillation and po sl
on the fence. Every attempt to camouflage this figh: ar :
minimise it, every attempt to bridge the unbridgeabe ..
leads to desertion and to a surrender of the principl:
Communism. It is, therefore, no mere chance that the .
wing and the conciliatory elements no longer stop ai a rewn
of the tactical principles of Communism, but go over po!:
to the camp of the enemies of the Soviet Union. Wt :
socialist construction of the Soviet State Jeads on to nev :
successes, while the Soviet proletariat is taking up tt-
decisive fight against the capitalist survivals in its own ¢.. -
the right wing is spreading disbeliet in" the strength i
Soviet Union and is trying to undermine the class fight -
the capitalist elements, In this manner, the right wing :
the conciliators are converted on the whole front
supporters of social-fascism, because the development of
tew revolutionary upsurge of the masses is making any vac:
tion between Communism and Social-Fascism impossible
the October campaign of the Communist Parties the posri
of the right wing and of the concilators must, thereiore. -
exposed, as also their reformist views concerning the sc« -
developriient in the Soviet Union.

et b

The mobilisation of the masses for the protection i -
Soviet Union will again kindle the wrath of the imper
bourgeoisie against the Communist International. In the <&
paign of August 1st, the Communist Parties proved *
ability, in spite of the increased Fascist offensive of the b
geoisie. If there is a proper and energetic carrying om of
mass mobilisation for the Twelfth Anniversary of the Oc™
Revolution, the Communist Parties will be strong enoug’
irustrate the new attack of the international bourgeoisie |
Twelith  Anniversary will be characterised by internat-
proletarian solidarity, by the fight for the defence of the S
Union, by the strengthening of the attack upon Social-Fas -
and by the fight for the proletarian world-dictatorship!

.
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IN THE INTERNATIONAL

he Position of the C. IP. of Sweden.
By A. J. Smolan.

The open letter of the E. C. C. L. to the members of the
P. of Sweden which pointed out the danger from the Right
| the opportunist course of the party leaders, was accepted
wimously at the session of the E. C. C. 1. on August 31st.
e letter was also signed by the three representatives of the
P. of Sweden who attended, namely, Comrades Kilboom
1 Arvid Olsson of the majority and Comrade Linderot ot
minority, and these three comrades undertook to work
the carrying out of the instructions given in the letter.
s promise has, however, been broken by the representa-
s of the majority. A full week before the publication of
open letter in the party press, Comrade Kilboom published
editor-in-chief of the central organ, the “Folkets Daghlad”,
article entitled “Lying Intormation”, which contained the
mest of attacks upon the leading comrades of the Comintern.
instance, Comrade Kilboom asserted in all seriousness that
nrade Kuusinen gave a false survey of the party relations
iis report to the Tenth Plenary Session of the E. C. C. L. and
berately lied in order to cast suspicion upon the DParty.
the conclusion of his article Comrade Kilboom states: *that
the members of the Party must refute such lies and that
nersons who spread them must be stigmatised as enemies
he Party.”
Protest was raised against this dastardly highting method
a member of the minority of the executive, who is at the
le time a responsible member of the staff of the “Folkets
rblad” and assistant to Comrade Kilboom in the editorial
artment, namely, Comrade Johanson, but his article was
wed to lie for nearly a week and was only then publizhel
an obscure position. The representative of the E. C. C. 1.
> made objection and declared Kilboom’s article to be an
ntional attack upon the Comintern. He also stated that
majority of the C. C. declined to deal with his objection
nediately and that on this occasion Kilboom admitted that
had acted deliberately and after due consideration. The
ran of the Young Communist League. “Stormlockan” also
tested against Kilboom and said “that since the expulsion
Hizlund in the year 1924 it was the first time that a vicious
ck of that kind hat been made on the leaders of the Com-
'tn in the Swedish party press.” .
The Pol. Secretariat of the E. C. C. 1. objected to Kilboom’s
e and on September 12th it sent a telegram to the E. C.
* telegram ran as follows:

“The article ‘Lying Iniformation’ in the ‘Folkets Dag-
blad’ of September 7th is nothing but an attempt to twist
the discussion concerning questions of principles and the
Right Wing deviations of the C. C. majority and to
convert it into a polemic against individual members of
the E. C. C. l. and its collaborators of the journal of the
Comintern. The Polit-Secretariat ol the E. C. C. I. does
not forbid the central organ of the C. P. of Sweden or
the comrades of the C. C. to raise objection to inadequate
expressions in any article in the ‘Communist International’
or to the statements of speakers at the Plenary Session of
the E. C. C. L, but the article entitled ‘Lying inlformation’
and the political attitude outlined therein 1s an open action
against the ‘open letter’ of the E. C. C. I, which was
signed by Comrades Kilboom and Olsson. Such a fight
acainst the Open Letter. which corrected the mistakes of
the central committee of the C. P. of Sweden, proves that
in the central committee of the Party there is a Right
Wing opportunist tendency. which is already endeavouring
to force the Party out of the positions of the Comintern.

“The E. C. C. I. warns all members of the C. P, of
Sweden against the inadmissible manoceuvre of the right
wing elements, who voted for the Open Letter but are in
lact preparing to licht against the Comintern.

“The Polit Secretariat calls upon all members 1o insist
upon a discussion on the basis ol the Open Letier and
not to permit political questions to bhe set aside through
personal quarrels, whereby the right-wing opportunists
hide the significance of the Open Lefter and prevent the

correction of the line taken by the Party. The E. C. C. L
calls upon the C. C. of the C. P. of Sweden to repudiate
the article through which Comrade Kilboom desires to
lead the Party into a fight against the Comintern. This
telegram must be brought to the notice of all local party
organisations and party newspapers.”

Comrade Kilboom did not publish this telegram immedia-
tely but only on September 10th, and he then added to it a fresir
challenge to the Comintern. e published at the same time
as the telegram a resolution ol the majority of the C. C. con-
taining the following:

“The C. C. fully and entirelv approves of the publi-
cation of the article “Lying Inlormation”, The statements
of the minority that this article is an atlempt 10 attack the
Comintern are beside the point. It is the duty and task of
the central organ to refute all incorrect data concerning
the Party, no matter from ‘what side these attacks may
come.”

The publication of the “Open Letter”, which was accepted
by the E. C. C. I. on August 31st, took place on September I2th.
Comtrades Kilboom and Olsson, who signed the letter in Mos-
cow, added thereto in a short statement that the formulation
was not as they desired it to be. but then declared themselvas
once more prepared to fight for the carrying through of the
matter. Then followed a second. four-page long, statement of
the majority of the C. C. (7 comrades against 6 comrades of
the minority), which contained so many reservations. so many
ifs and buis, that its contents practically amounted (o repu-
diation of the Open Letter. Then a number of leading com-
rades, mostly {rade-union functionaries, were mobilised, and
in a succession of articles they represented the members of
the minority as job-hunters and demanded inunediate con-
vocation of the party congress. close of the discussion, and
several of them the ejection of the “brawlers”.

None oi them went into the matier of the questions brought
up. The old veteran of the Swedish Labour movement, Hinke
Bergergren, who before the war was leader of the Anarchists,
wrote “that the Party was in need of peace aud quiet”. and the
well-known lyric poet, Ture Nerma. set forth his own 21 theses,
wherein he repeated the song of praise of the Swedish [Party
sung by Comrade Flyg at the Tenth Plenary Session of the
E. C. C. 1, and put the matter in such a way that it appeared
as though there was on the whole nothing at all wrong. After
the supporters of the C. C. majority had written wn this manner
for nearly a week and had filled the central organ with their
articles, the declaration of the minority was published on
September 17th with their objective consideration of the con-
tents of the Open Letter. It enumerated the mistakes made by
the C. C. during the past two vears and showed that in prac-
tically all important questions there were fundamental diiferen-
ces of oninion. and thereby repudiated the assertion of the ma-
jority of the C. C. that it was a purely personal quarrel which
was supported by the E. C. C. L

In the meanwhile. the majority of the C. C. utilised the
party apparatus in every conceivable way for fraction purposes
and convoked conferences, to which only the supporters of the
majority were invited. Under the leadership of Kilboom, the
central organ of the Party has become distinctly a fraction organ
of the Right wing. He publishes only such resolutions as suit
him, and whoever reads this paper only might easily be led
to believe that the great majority ol the party members are
behind the C. C. This is, however. by no means the case. It
is possible that a great many members are still of the belief,
owing to the misleading communications of their central organ.
that it is only a matter of a personal quarrel and are still
undecided. Their attitude will no doubt change as soon as they
see how the land lies. as soon as they realise that they are being
led against the Conmuntern.

It was just the same in the vear 1024, when the leader of that
time, Hogland, thanks to his past as founder of the revolutionary
opposition in the Swedish Labour movement, possessed much
greater authority than his followers Kilboom and Samuelson,
the leaders of the present C. C. majoritv. At that time Hégland
was sure that the big majoritv of the members would follow
him; and also various leaders of the opposition at that time,
including Comrade Kilboom, feared this. but when the workers
saw that it was more than a personal fight and they had to
choose between the International of Lenin and the faint-hearted
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leader, the big majority of them decided without reserve in deny the obvious responsibility of the British Gov:mr,l

favour of the Comintern.

A considerable portion of the members have already done
this in the present instance. Chief among these is the Young
Communist League, which in this country is almost as strong
as the Party itself and has a membership of 15,000; it is publishing
a special weekly discussion journal in support of the minoriy.
The district o{ Norrbottem (of the most northerly part of
Sweden), one of the strongest districts of the Party. which
dominates the whole of the trade-union movement of this country
and owns a big daily paper, is solidly backing up the minority,
as is also the district and the party organ in Kalmarlaen. The
district executive in Wermland (West Sweden), which is also
one of the biggest districts, adopted a resolution in August,
before the position had become clear, and sent it to the C, C.
This resolution was not intended for publication, but the mem-
bers of the Right “corrected” it and published it three weeks
later as a resolution against the minority. This manoeuvre
failed completely; the district party committee protested in a
sharp resolution against the method of procedure and declared
that “it would do everything it could to keep the district for
the Comintern”. The three districts mentioned above constitute
at least a quarter of the whole Party, so that it is certain even
at this early stage of the discussion that the present C. C, ma-
jority will also not succeed in leading the revolutionary workers
of Sweden in the direction taken by Hoglund, and that the
bulk of the members of the Party wish to remain true to the
Comintern.

AGRINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Revolt in Palestine.
Communique of the C. C. of the C. P. of Palestine,

(Conclusion.)

¢) From National Struggle to Anti-Imperialist Insurrection.

Things, however, did not develop quite as the clever Bri-
tish politicians had intended; for their purposes a modest
“massacre of St. Bartholomew” among the Jews would have
sufficed, justifying an increased British occupation (such as
had become requisite in view of the active war preparations)
and strengthening the British position of arbiter between the
“wild Arabs” on the one hand and the *“menaced Jews” on
the other. The Jewish blood shed during the pogrom and
the Arab blood to be shed during the inevitable consequent
“punitive expedition” would have done very well to oil the
wheels of British imperialism in the Arab East. The attitude
of the masses, however, had not been taken into account.

The elementary force of the outbreak after eight years and
a half of cruel and systematic imperialist oppression (the last
rising, which also took the form of a pogrom, having been
quenched in blood in May 1921) under the unscrupulously
arbitrary rule of a handful of colonial officials and without the
safety-valve of even apparent democracy or right of appeal,
was far greater than the British imperialists or even the clerical
leaders of the movement had ever imagined. A local movament
in Jerusalem turned in a few days’ time into a Pan-Arab in-
surrectionary movement with aims far exceeding the massacre
of the Jews. The situation thus became threatening for British
imperialism. If it had been properly organised and systematically
conducted (which it could have been only by the working class),
this mass movement, which had spread to hundreds of thousands
of peasants, bedouins, and city workers, would have taken the
form not of a senseless religious war but of a powerful anti-
imperialist revolution, ensuring a victory over imperialism at
many important points.

A small example will show the truth of this assertion.
If the poweriul rural movement round about Jerusalem, com-
bined with the rising of workers within the city on August
24th and 25th, i. e. before the arrival of the first British rein-
lorcements, had. instead of pitting itself against the Jewish
settlements, moved concentrically towards the interior of
the town, it could undoubtedly have stormed the central Go-
vernment buildings and got possession of the Government
apparatus,

_ The Zionists. however. also dic their share towards serving
British imperialism and not permitting a development in the
sense above indicated. Though unable at the first moment 1o

the Zionists immediately started o exploit the situation i
sense of a further accentuation of Jewish-Arab differences 1}
established a united front with the British against the Ar:j
Mere self-defence against the attacks of the fanmaticised r|
was exceeded by the Zionist Fascists, who proceeded to rever?
themselves on innocent Arabs wherever they were found i~ 3
surrounded by Jews, and here and there there were regu.i
counter-pogroms. Thus two poor innocent workers were b
to death with truly bestial fury by a crowd of Jews in ¢
main street of Jerusalem on August 24th; close to the b:.’
Museum a poor fellah woman was foully murdered; at i
Jewish Fascists murdered an entire Arab family of w:.
and children; three Arab houses situated near the Jewish «-
pillaged and burnt down on the 26th (in revenge for the bz
and pillage of the Jewish colonies of Hartov, Huldah, and E-
Tuviyah); on the road to Jaffa Arab shops were broker -~
and plundered. Though there were no organised ati: -
Arab settlements — which would have been absurd seer: -
the Jews are but a small minority in the country — the !/
Fascists yet did all they could to confirm the Arabs - -
belief that it is realy the Jews who are their chief enem: -
to prevent the treacherous Arab leaders from havin; .
occasion to allow the fury of the mob to turm again- ¥
real enemy, the British imperialists.

Nevertheless, such a change of front was mnot altoze
impeded. In the purely Arab districts (Nablus, Tulkarem. Gy
Transjordania) the angry Arabs collided immediately wit
British soldiery. At Jaffa, Hamdi-ef-el-Husseini, secretar: 1
the Anti-Imperialist League in the Arab fterritory and l:::4
of the national-revolutionary wing of the Arabs, openi:
vocated an anti-imperialist rising in place of the murd: 3
innocent Jewish inhabitants. At Haifa, the representative o! 4
workers in the Young Moslem Association warned his iei=
members against instituting pogroms and called upon '3
to unite with the Jewish warkers for the destruction of M
perialism and its Zionist adherents. Finally, the same teni: .8
was to be seen in the numerous skirmishes which took rixJ
(at Samakh, on the Syrian frontier, at the outlets into Trr -
jordania, in southern Palestine, etc.) between the Bedouin: -
the British troops that entered the land towards the &: =
August.

Just at the moment when the clerical leaders of the -
vement betrayed their followers most basely (on the 7%
August, the chairman of the Moslem Medjless — the spir. s
rector of the movement — the Mohammedan mayor of e
salem, and the chairman of the Arab Executive Comm:-"
issued a declaration, calling on their followers to sux:
the movement had almost all along the line turned into an i
imperialist rising. This fact is confirmed by the circum-:"
that on September 1st John Chanceller, the British High v«
missioner, issued a proclamation in which he expressei -
indignation at the atrocities — only of the Arabs — 4
announced that as a “punishment” he had interrupted
negotiations in progress regarding constitutional change:
Palestine (i. e. the Arab national-reformist demand for 1
liament); this at the same time revealed the imperialist "2’
tation” of the massacre and constituted a fresh provocan:
the Arabs.

Besides this, the British “reprisals™ are being effec:
cruelly and unscrupulously that, apart from the fighting ¢
borders, the indignation of the masses may easily lead "
renewed outbreak in the country itself. In any case the 1=
rising, deflected as it was into anti-Jewish channels. bt
means represents the end of the entire movement, bw -
the first stage in a new Arab revolution, just as the &
rising in 1025 was part of the same great anti-impe -
revolt. It has shown that the stability of British rule 1:
the Zionist agencies in Palestine is just as unmreliable asd ¢
as is that of French rule in Syria (where the Palestine r-
caused a demonstration of solidarity of many thousand:
that of the British vassals Feical and Abdullah in Ira
Transjordania. respectively (where serious friction also occy

By an unheard-of terrorism the troops of MacDonak
Henderson attempt to stamp out the symptoms of emancif®
which in spite of the most ingenious imperialist preca:
have become apparent among the Arab colonial m:
Hundreds of suspects are arrested and put into irons: vii'{
and towns are bombarded. maximum contributions imposa!
collected with brutal force (the Zionists and Zionist-Socis:

o v
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including the treacherous “Left” Poale Zion, co-operating in
this imperialist ferrorism against the Arab peasanis and
workers and developing an awful propaganda which exagge-
rates the Arab excesses tremendously and carefully conceals
those of the Jews.) Apart from their “organised” reprisals,
the occupation troops practice a form of spori, racing around
in cars and sniping at the Arab “natives” (including the women
and children) in passing. Humanity and civilisation held a
riumphal entry over smoking ruins,

The pogrom-leaders of the Arab national-reformists and
of the Zionist Fascist remained just as immune as did the
British officials, But the revolutionary nationalist leader Hamdi
Husseini, who had spoken against the pogroms and in favour
of an anti-imperialist fight, has been arrested and is threatened
with capital punishment; hundreds of innocent Jewish and
Arab peasants are being condemned behind closed oors.

d) The Working Class and the Communist Party.

In this revolt the workin% class of Palestine did not come
orward as an independent force with demands of its own,
‘hough there can be no doubt but that the working class of
he cities (Arabs and Jews together) has grown substantially
o late years and would, so far as its numbers were concerned
ind in view of the bad economic position of the workers,
well have been in a position to play an important, nay a
ieading, réle in the recent mass movement if it had come
iorward in a determined revolutionary spirit.

But the activity of the Zionist social-reformists has driven
1 wedge into the working class, not only by founding a Jewish
‘hauvinist organisation, the “Histadruth” which upon the out-
break of the revolt became an appendage of Jewish fascism
and the British imperialists, but also by exploiting the mono-
poly of organisation it had procured from the British and
lionists for the purpose of keeping the Arab workers out
of the “Histadruth” and preventing their revolutionary organi-
sation by all possible means. Further, there do not exist any
purely Arab, revolutionary mass organisations in the country.

Thus the only international revolutionary organisation .in
the country was the Communist Party of Palestine, which is yet
in its infancy and much harrassed by constant persecution on
the part of the British Government apparatus and the Zionist
and Arab bourgeoisie, This Party alone stood for the interests
of the working class as such, Untiringly it sought, in pamphlets,
handbills, illegal assemblies, and even demonstrations (in the
face of official terrorism, on August 1st), to impress on Jewish
and Arab workers alike: Do not fight one another, but unite
against British imperialism and its Zionist and feudal Arab
bourgeois adherents. It may be said that at the outbreak of
the movement the estimation of the position by the C. P.
of Palestine — British imperialism desires national-religious
bloodshed so as to strengthen its own rule at the expense of
Jewish and Arab workers — was shared by the majority of
both Arab and Jewish workers. The last appeal of the C. P,
on the day when the revolt began, was approved by 99 per
cent, of the workers at the Haifa railway shops, including many
Jewish workers and even Socialists. As a matter of fact, though
there was no fraternisation of Jewish and Arab workers, there
were various remarkable instances of solidarity (individual
Jewish workers being saved by Arabs in various cities and,
again, Arabs being saved by Jews from the revenge of the
Zionist Fascists). But, obviously because the finfluence of the

P. was too weak in relation to both Jewish and Arab
workers, there was a total absence of mass action, which
could indeed only have taken the form of a fraternisation against
British imperialism.

The course of events, however, clearly proved that if the
proportionate strength of the workers and peasants had been
greater (or, rather, if the fellahs had been under the influence
of the workers instead of that of the feudal and clerical
interests), there would have been every possibility of a victorious
revolution and the establishment of a revolutionary-democratic
dictatorship of the workers and peasants.

It is just for this reason and to prevent such a development,
at the head of which the C. P. would undoubtedly place itself,
that the Zionists on the one hand and the Arab feudal chiefs
on the other are doing their utmost to widen the national
fhasm yet more and to make religious warfare permanent. The
“Davar”, the .press organ of the Social-Fascists, publishes
songs of victory”, which culminate in a eulogy of the massacres
and conflagrations and are intended to fan the national hatred

among the workers. Similarly. the Arab national-reformists
still proclaim that what is needed is a revolt against the Jews
and not against the British and spread illusions abroad in
regard to a prospective “neutral” British mission which will
“bring the truth to light”.

Meanwhile the Communist Party proclaims: “Peace to the
working people — war to the imperialist rulers! Continue the
fight, not against one another but with one another against
imperialism, Zionism, and the Arab national traitors. Do not
allow yourselves to be disarmed. Create a government o
workers and peasants which alone can guarantee to safeguard
the interests of the workers. All Arab countries unite to torm
an independent republic of workers and peasants.’

If the Palestine workers and peasants can be sure of the
solidarity and help of the proletarian masses in England.
America, France, Germany, and the other imperialist countries,
then — notwithstanding all MacDonald’s aeroplanes and
armoured cars, warships and machine-guns, notwithstanding
all the diabolical pogroms initiated by his officials, in spite

" of the agitation of the Zionists and Social-Fascists and in spite

of the treachery of the Arab feudal lords and bourgeoisie —
they may be certain of realising the great task of liberation.

FIGHT AGRINST RIGHT DANGER

Characteristics of Soviet Economy.

By A. Leontiev.

During the elaboration last autumn of the economic plan
for 1928/29, Comrade Bukharin came forward with this “Re-
marks of an Economist”, which were destined to acquire a
rather regrettable notoriety. The train of thought expounded in
this work and in the relative speech by Comrade Bukharin on
the Eolitical testament of Lenin, became, so to say, the gospel
of the Right elements in the Party. In the slightly masked
form of fairly transparent allusions and circumscriptions, Com-
rade Bukharin in these utterances formulated an entire system
of views on the present fundamental questions of economic
construction. He attempted to outline a definite attitude in
regard to economic politics, an attitude essentially differing and
deviating from the general directives of the Party. That he,
who was one of the most prominent economic theorists of our
Party — in which capacity he can look back upon an un-
doubtedly meritorious activity — should in the first and most
difficult period of the fundamental reconstruction of economy
have started to oppose the Party directives, is a fact calling
for the serious attention of the entire Communist Party.

The concrete political conclusions resulting from the present
attitude of Comrade Bukharin, conclusions which he put for-
ward in a somewhat veiled but yet sufficiently transparent form.
are on lines parallel to the universally known demands of the
Right elements in our Party; they are directed against the rapid
and allegedly unbearable and exaggerated rate of industriali-
sation, which is said to be the chiei reason ol our economic
difficulties, against the forced and allegedly ‘artificial” im-
position of Communism upon our rural districts, against the
rapid development of the Soviet and collective farms, and
against the resolute pressure brought to bear on the leading
capitalist elements in the villages. Such are the conclusions
which have already been revealed to the broad mass of Party
members. The apprehensions of Comrade Bukharin regarding
the present economic year have ot been realised. and his
prophecies have failed brilliantly; they could not stand the
test of practice. This failure is fully apparent now that the
results of the economic year 162320 in the most important
branches of economy are to hand and the prospects & the
coming year 1929/30 assume {angible forms. The reality of
our economic development is treating the prophecies and sug-
gestions of the Right in the same way that the Arabian sages
recommend in regard to the counsels of women, viz, “listen
to them and then do the contrary.”

The results of the year 1928/20 and the prospects for
1029,30 bear witness in the first place to the greatest successes
and achievements of Socialist construction, which have been
realised in spile of the pessimistic prophecies of the Right panic
mongers and doubters. In answer to their lamenis over the
“unreal and unbearable™ rate of industrialisation, reality shows
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the programme of 1428 29 to have been exceeded as regards the
growth of the total production (24 per cent. instead of 21.4 per
cent.), while the coming year is to entail an accretion of
irom 32 to 35 per cent. in place of the 20.2 per cent. of the
five-year plan, which in the opinion of the Right already
amounted to an “ultra-industrialisation”. Already there are
indications to hand that the allegedly “inflated” programme of
industrial construction will be fully realised. For the coming year,
ithe previsional programme of industrial construction envisages a
sum of 3100 million roubles, which represents an increase over
the current year to almost the double and an increase by more
than 40 per ceut. over the original figures of the five-year plan.
Fairly considerable results have also been attained in regard
o the qualitative factor in industrial activity; the productivity
ol labour has increased by 16 per cent. (};nstead of 17 per
cent.. as envisaged in the plan) and initial costs have been
decreased by 5 (instead of T7) per cent.

The development of agriculture has responded to the outcry

ol the Right at what was considered an “artificial imposition -

of Communism™ by a very vigorous growth of the socialised
forms of farming, considerably exceeding the first fairly bold
plans in this respect. A yet speedier growth of the Socialist
section of agriculture is to be expected in the coming year.
The Soviet and collective farms and the machimery and tractor
“siations” are to increase .the area under their cultivation
from between 35 and 3.8 million hectares in 192829 to
10 million hectares in 1929/30, which will put up their quota
of the entire area under cultivation from 5.5 to 13.5 per cent.
In the vear 1020:30, the Socialist section of agriculture is to
yield about 150 million centals of grain of all kinds, including
about 05 million centals of marketable grain. I we consider
that this vigorous rate of development in the socialisation of
the land only started on a large scale two years ago. and that
from very small beginnings, we must admit that such figures
are highly eloquent,

The rapid growth of the socialised section of agriculture
and the remarkable rate of industrialisation are not based on
a degradation of agriculture, as the Right would wish to unke
aut, but rather on a further. albeit «till insufticient growth and
further technical reconstruction. This year the culivated area
oi 2l agriculture has increased by 5 or 6 per cent, in which
connection it was to be observed that the smaller amonnt sown
by he capitatist circles in the rural districts was amply made
up dor and even exceeded by the accretion in the cultivated
area of the middle and poor peasants as also of the socialised
estates, For the coming year, a further extension of the culti-
vated area by 7 percent, an increase in harvest results per
hectare by 7 per cent., and an increase in the total output of
agriculture by 17 or 18 per cent. are projected. The technical
improvement in agriculture, meanwhile, is confirmed by such
irreiutable facts as the increased emplovment of machinery, the
larger production of fertilisers, the grealer distribution of sorted
seed corn, the increase in the actual amount sown, and the
extension of the park of tractors.

The first stages of the comprehensive reconstruction of the
agriculture of a vast country must inevitably entail difficulties.
the roots of which do not lie in shortcomings in the general
directives of the Party but in the entire objective situation of
our developiment. In spite of the remarks of Couirade Bukharin,
such an admission by no means implies that “if there are to
be difficulties. we may as well give up the whole enterprise”.
On the contrary. The DParty. which clearly recognises the ob-
jective causes of these difiiculties, the removal of which is after
all not simply a matter of good will, is consciously mobilising
the energy, activity., and enthusiasm for their removal. In the
second year of the five-vear plan, the difliculties accompanying
our present achievements are by no means negligible. The grain
problem still remains a matier of great tension, for in spite
or a certain enhancement of the harvest and in spite ol its
favourable geographic distribution  great eflorts and  wch
activity. will be required if we are to carry out the task of
grain provisioning which we have set ourselves, a task which
this year comprises not only the alimentation of consumers but
also the creation of a certain grain reserve. In the immediate
future. t00. great econonv must be observed in the consumption
ol grain. Another crucial matter is the question of the quality
of our industrial products. which has of late deteriorated. In
agriculture, again. the nnfavourable position of caitle- breeding
calls for active measures.
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But all these circumstances do not upset the fact thz -
real course of our development has absolutely refuted the :-
phecies and expectations of the Right and that praciai -
perience has proved the concrete suggestions advanced b
Right to be both fundamentally wrong and fully upsur::
The economic difficulties accompanying the economic g
and the very great achievements of Socialist construction, h:..
been and are being actively overcome, whereas the Righ ¢
ments demand that we capitulate unconditionally in the i
these diificulties. One year’s experience of economic developr-
has proved anew that we are laced with difticulties of g
but that some very tangible achievements of Socialist de
ment have been attained, which inspire the broad masx |
workers with courage and energy. In such circumstances i
obvious that the smallest concession to these suggestion:
capitulation would merely tend to increase the difiiculti~ |
hundrediold. the real removal of which is only possible pro.-
all Right opportunist suggestions aiming at an alterati:
the general directives of the Party are definitely rejected

" (To be continued.)

OUR MARTYRS |

I Comrade Pang Pel.

By Tsiu Vito.

In Shanghai four more comrades have been shot im ..
them being Comrade Pang Pei.

Comrade Pang Pei was one of the first pioneers of the ;-
ant movement in China. He began to work among the p:-
masses of the province of Kwantung at the ead of 1923, He aa~
from a landowner and petty gentry family which had bx:-
su impoverished so that he could hardly complete his studies ¢ -
high scheol. As a student in Canton he joined the revoluu.:-
muvement in the year 1919 and then also participated i
establishment of the first socialist circle in the provine ~ .
Kwantung. He opposed both the utopian theorise of Sun Y
as well as the “socialist liberalism” of Tcheng. Kung Po, iz
I'ing Siang and others. He was right from the beginning w s~
cate of mass action. In the year 1920 he joined the Cormuiv
Party of China and was one of the founders of the Party xz0-
sation in the province of Kwantung. After he had worked amr.
the Canton workers he soon went to his native place, Haren:
and there began to work aniong the peasants.

He was a worker in the mass movement who unders:r
how to deal with the peasants, to gather them round him -
discuss with them the daily questions and to suffer starv
and misery with them. His “report on Hailufong” was the 1.~
and most important document on the peasant movement in Ct =

In the Wuhan period he went to Hankow and was e -
to the provisional Fxecutive Committee of the Peasant Leag::
China. During the 5th Party Congress of the Communist Pr-
of China he defended, in the land commission of the Cer-
Fxecutive Committee of the Kuomintang, the clear revolutio:
line in the agrarian question.

The 5th, Party Congress of the Communist Party of C
elected him as member of the Central Comnmitiee. At the
the upheaval in Hankow he prepared the insurrection in Ha': .
and also conducted the insurrection of Hailuiéng which led 1o
establishiment of the Soviet Power and to the extension ol !
revolutionary movement in the villages of the province of Ku:
tung, Hunan and Kwangsi at the end of 1927 and at the ®
dmning ol 1928,

Comrade Pang Pai was elected people’s commissar for 1.
culture by the Sovier of Canton and worked in Hailuiong v
the overthrow of the Soviet Power. The 6th. Party Congrs
of the C.P. of China elected him member of the C.C. Lawi &
became member ol the Polit-Bureau and worked in the €.C

The Communist Party of China and the Chinese Revolu-
have suffered a severe loss by the death of Comrade Pang F¢

The reactionary Kuomintang is jubilant over the corpse !
the best sons of the Chinese revolution. But they will not <
ceed in annihilating the advance guard of the Chinese pro*
tariat. Hundreds and thousands of new fighters will continue
work commenced by Comrade Pang Pei.
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