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The Political Situation in Palestine.

By Alini (Jerusalem).

The policy of British imperialism in Palestine is determined Almost simultaneously (1023) the Parliaments in Egypt and
¥ iis policy in the Near East in general and by its policy in  Syria were dissolved bv violence and British and French
dia and Egypt in particular. It follows therefore that the  dictatorship respectively, were set up. British imperialism com-
tonal.revolutionary movements of Palestine, Syria. Iraq. pelled the governments of Iraq and Transjordania to sign agree-
“asjordania and also of Egypt are closely related. The poli-  ments which enslaved these countries and made King Feisal of
fdl‘snuation in Palestine is therefore under the direct influence  Iraq and the Emir Abdullah of Transjordania with their Mini-

‘e political factors and of the political situation of the  sters marionettes to carry out the orders of their English “ad-
untries mentioned. visers” unreservedly. In order to subjugate the chiei of the

The suppression of the Sirian insurrection in 1927, which ~ Wahabites Ibn Saud, British imperialism used imrigqe and
nicided with the defeat of the Chinese revolution and with the  corruption in order to incite a number of Bedouin tribes to
teat of the insurrectionary movenient in Morocco. was the revolt agains{ him. All this as well as intensified repress_lon
€:l for an intensification of the aggressive policy of Anglo- against the nationalists in general and against the communists
tench imperialism in the Near East and caused a reaction in in particular, were the characteristic phenomena of the co-
¢ national movements of Arabia and Egypt. ordinated Anglo-French agrressive activity in Ligypt and Arabia.

‘*Brltvxsh imperialism, which fought against French influence After the defeat of the insurrection in Syria, the Arab
M“rer Near East before and at the commencement of the Syrian  national revolutionary movement capitulated. Only the chief of
“‘mr".c“onv was frightened By the extent. the serious anti-  the Druses, Sultan Al Atrash refused to submit to the French
””m:s: character and the persistence of this insurrection and fled with the remnants of the insurgents into the desert.
m andwo years) and united temporarily with French imperia-  Even the Arabian Istahlal Party, which has supporters in all
rench ‘_Com;luded a Treaty of Friendship with it. Anglo-  Arabian countries and which has a national revolutionary tradi-
Fohis fo'c)' in the near East was- co-ordinated upon the basis  tion. adopted a conciliatory attitude towards French imperia.
'mn;‘ tgl:'fﬂneqt. A joint plan was worked out for the struggle lism. The capitulation afiected also the Arabian national revolu-

¢ national revolution and the communist movement. tionary movement in the other countries. The movement de-
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veloped towards the Right and made its peace with the imperial-
ists, that is fo say, it became a national reformist movement.
Only in Transjordania did the Arabian mationalists continue a
desperate struggle (not with parliamentary methods) against the
‘reviously mentioned British agreement. The parliamentary elec-
tions were boycotted and street demonstrations against the
British were carried out, etc.

The aggressive policy of British imperialism in Palestine
following upon the suppression of the insurrection in Syria con-
sisted in-the promulgation of numerous laws and in the practi-
cal rule of British officials. In 1922 the British planned to hold
parliamentary elections in Palestine within the frame-work of
the British mandate, The Arabian nationalists, who were oppo-
sed to the British occupation of the country, boycotted
unanimously the elections and thus spoiled the plans of the
British. in 1928, following upon the 7th Arabian congress in
Palestine, which openly coniirmed the treachery of the rich
landowners and the bourgeoisie towards the Arabian national
‘revolutionary movement, the ruling classes, the same bourgeoisie,
approached the British with the request that the latter should
put their 1922 plan into action. This request was categorically
rejected by the British authorities, Laws have been passed
depriving the existing mumnicipal administrations in the towns
of their independence, robbing the toilers, and above all the
'workers, of the franchise and giving unlimited powers to the
British High Commissioner in Palestine and to the government.
To-day the head of the town is no longer elected by the muni-
cipality, but appointed by the High Commissioner. The latter
has also the right to deprive elected municipal councillors of
their mandates. All the decisions of the municipal councils can
be annulled by the High Commissioner or by the Governors.
The budget is only valid after it has received the approval of
the governors,

Only two months ago the governor of Haifa compelled
the council there to recognise the British officials who had beeu
rejected by the council. The protests of the council were ignored
and it was compelled to submit. Despite unanimous resistance
on the part of the population, the government of Palestine has
concluded a customs agreement with Syria, which is calculated
1o prevent the development of the productive forces of the
country. Laws have also been passed “settling” the agrarian
question and introducing a register of assessment, which meauns,
under the conditions obtaining in Palestine, the expropriation
and the plundering of the Fellaheen (poor peasants). In the
last year the repressive measures against the revolutionary
workers in general and against the comwnunists in particular,
have taken on a mass character. More deportations took place
than ever before. A barbarous regime has been introduced for
the political prisoners, worse than ever before.

Apart from the general political causes which have led to
the stengthening of the imperialist reaction, economic¢ causes
of a purely local character have had their effect in Palestine.
Investigation into the possibility of an economic exploitation
of the country were concluded at the end of 1927. The expansion
of British colonial capital commenced in Palestine. Valuable
minerals were discovered in the Dead Sea; the orange planta-
tions proved profitable and a number of industrial undertakings
existed (cement works, soap boiling works, power stations, etc.)
to a limited degree. Through anonymous firms large-scale British
capitaiists under the leadership of Lord Melchett, Lord Reading,
etc. bought up great areas of land suitable for orange plantations.
At the same time they purchased the majority of the shares in
a great cement works and in the soap boiling works in Haifa.
They are also the chief shareholders in the society for the
utilisation of the mineral resources of the Dead Sea and in
the scheme for the electrification of Palestine, which runs offi-
cially under the name of an engincer named Ruthenberg. Bri-
tish colonial capital demands from the government of Palestine
a policy of the strong hand in order that British capitai may
be able to occupy the dominating economic positions unhindered
by the local population.

The means used by British imperialism in order to rule
Palestine without any control on the part of the populition.
consisted not oniv of the incitement of national and relizious
passion and the 1inciteiment of the Arabs against tiie Jews, but
also in the corruption of Arab notables in order to disrupt and
demoralise the Arab national movement.

b

Even before the 7th Arabian Congress, the corrupt
notables like Issa al Issa (the editor of the newspaper “Faiy
Nagiashibi (the mayor of Jerusalem) and others organisd
opposition against the Arab Executive elected by the
Arabian congress and demanded the abandonment of the :
imperialist decisions, a reconciliation with the British autk
and a limitation to parliamentary means, Under the inic
of this opposition and under the impression of the dei:.!
the insurrection in Syria, the Arab landowners and the i
geoisie betrayed the national.revolutionary movement.

The fact that the ruling classes succeeded so exs:
iding the Arab national-revolutionary movement into 2 i
imperialist policy, is to be explained by the lack of Arab
organisations. There is no natinal-revolutionary political
party in Palestine. The Arabian congress is elected by the ::
landowners, the bourgeoisie, and in part by the intelles
who have performed certain services, The weak national r
lutionary wing. which is led by Hamdi al Hussein, w% !
at present held in prison by the British, has only re
developed into a mass organisation of the youth and is now =
paring the way for the formation of a leit-wing nationai
lutionary political party.

The characteristic feature of the new national refcr
policy of the Arabian Executive, is the abandonment « -
struggle against British imperialism. The Zionists, who
regarded by the Arabian nationalists before their 7th cong>
as an instrument of British imperialism and whom they f:0
against as such, are now regarded only as dangerous <*

titors standing in the way of a conciliatory policy ww
Eitish imperialism. The demands of the Arabian Enec:®
are confined to the setting up of parliament and to the incre:
of the number of Arab officials, etc. Parallel with this pii<®
the Arabian Executive has intensified its struggle agams *
national group in general and against the Communiy I
of [Falestine in particular.

The national reformist change in the policy of the«i.!
Arab movement was answered by the Zionists, who fany ¢!
agreemeni between the Arabian Executive and the Brits. «-
a bitter struggle against the demand of the Arabs v ™
setting up of parliament and openly in favour of the maire<
of (e present arbifrary regime of the British offic:
Zionists succeeded in putting through a number of rei
favour of Zionism: the exclusive right of unlimited immiy1"*
into Palestine for the Jews, the exclusive colonisation of |3,
immigrants upon the State lands and the exempting of ¢
immigrants from land taxes in the first years, national Je»
autonomy and democratic self-administration in the excus
Jewish districts, increased admission of Jews into {h;e pot
and gendarmerie, increase of the number of State officials 4
of Jewish workers in the State undertakings, etc.

This policy ol the Zionists was unreservedly supportal
the reformist Zionist parties. The left-wing Poale Zion
cealed its actual agreement with these Zionist demands b
volutionary phrases which cost nothing.

The political role of the reformists in Palestine is ch
terised by the following facts: In 1928, after the publicauc:
the report of the British representative in the Mandate U
mission of the League of Nations, which declared that ™
were no insurrections in DPalestine, the well.known relc”
Beilinsohn wrote the following in the Palestine reformis: ne®
paper “Davar”: “The British authorities must thank us'
Zionists and the reformists. A.) for peace in Palestine”.

Parallel with the intensifying reaction in Palestine, ther
a diametrically opposed process going on amongsi the wor
population. The growing exploitation of the workers 2:
accompaniment of the capitalist development of the countr!.
pauperisation of the peasants as the result of the expropn¥
of the land. and the capitalist development of agriculture '
orange plantations), are the causes of the growing ange
the workers and particularly of the peasants against the |
ploiters. Since the end of 1927, one agrarian conflict has ¥
wed the other. In this connection, the number of trial
continually increased. We will limit ourselves to enumers
the most imporfant conflicts: In Ain.Keven near Jerusalem
in the villages of Arra and Karrara between the poor pe:>
and the Arab rich peasants and rich landowners. in W1
Havaras between the Fellaheen and the Zionist orgamisi:
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in Infiath between the Fellaheen and the rich Jewish co-
s.

"he number of strikes of the Arab workers is also growing.
drike movement of the Arab workers is at present greater
ever before. The most important strikes were: the strike
: 1obacco factory Mabruk in Haifa, the bakers, the building
ers and the workers engaged in the building of the Rocke-
museum in Jerusalem, the strike in the quarries near
alem, etc.

‘he agrarian conflicts, the growing strikes of the Arab
ers and the commencing fraternisation of the Arab and
h workers (the frequently expressed wish of the Arab
ers for a common organisation with their Jewish class
ades, the Jewish-Arab strikes and workers demonsirations
ie Ist August) prove the radicalisation of the working po-
ion in Palestine. The extent of this radicalisation must,
ver, not be overestimated. It shows the growth of the
utionary movement, but has not yet reached the stage ol
wrious, class-conscious revolutionary ofiensive of the toilers
ajestine against their enemiies.

The Communist Party of Palestine is conducting a con-
# struggle against British imperialism and against its
s, the Zionist and Arab possessing classes. It rallies the
» and Jewish workers and peasants under the slogans: the
iation of Paletine by the British troops, the independence
alestine and the other Arabian countries, a workers and
ants government, the agrarian revolution, etc. The work of
~ommunist Party is made extremely diificult by the illegality
hich it is compelled to work, and the persecutions on the
of the British authorities and the Arab and Zionist
nonaries,

The British Labour Government is continuing the policy
s Conservative predecessors with a still greater imperialist
astency. During the whole time of its existence, it has
1ight about no political administrative and socio-economic
'ges in Palestine in order to mitigate the intolerable situation
ne toilers, Under MacDonald’s Government the old barbaric
- regime has been maintained and the political persecutions
¢ even been increased. Under MacDonald’s (Government the
» and deportation of revolutionary workers and in parti-
rof communists have taken on a still greater mass character
tunder the Conservative government (mass arrests and de-
vons in connection with the demonstrations on the 1st
ust). In conclusion, it must be said: The political situation
'siestine before the insurrection was characterised by the
ressiveness of British imperialism, which supported itself
P upon Zionism and upon the reactionary attitude of the
bian national reformist Executive, and by the radicalisation
he working masses of DPalestine, and in particular of the
b ioilers, but this process had not advanced far enough to
rintee a victorious revolution in DPalestine. This -political
iton explains the insurrection in Palestine and its character.

“LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The Geneva Drama.
By F. Wieser.
Geneva, Sepiember 3th, 1020,

:The new pacifist attempt at obfuscation, introduced at the
Erenge at the Hague, was zealously continued in Geneva at
Jubilee Session” of the League of Nations, At the Hague
s Henderson who at the conclusion of the conference, during
 imperialist contradictions had collided with unusual
'Pess, denied that there was any “hostile tone” in the
E}g\e bﬂv{?ﬁn Great Britain and France and appraised the
Il‘i’_ratlon between the imperialist powers at the conlerence
" Important step in the direction of world peace. At the
2 conference another leading light of the I1. International,
'0;“‘.“- assumed the task of persuading the toiling masses
andlnll‘ernallmnal imperialist conflicts can be settled peace-
o at the League of Nations is seriously seiting about
tution of general disarmament,

In the introduction of his sjeech MacDonald emphasised
the difference as compared with the period of the first Labour
Government. Since that time much has been done for peace and
the authority of the League of Nations has been enhanced. “We
are now confronted with the task of further developing the
authority of the League of Nations and of strengthening the
foundations of iniernational peace” — such was his dictum.
He tried by means of “psychological” considerations to veil the
differences with France on the question of security.

In the further course of his speech, MacDonald attempted
to justify the tactics of the Britisn Labour Government at ihe
conference at the Hague. He spoke pathetically about the attitude
of the British Government, which was “dictated by self-respect™.

MacDonald’s speech sounded like a sermon from a methodist
preacher, es;ccially the portion devoted to the disarmament ques-
tion, By means ol quotations from the bible, such as **They that 1ake
the sword shall perish with the sword!”, he endeavoured to
evade a definite attitude in the coricrete question oi disarmament.
He did not say a single word about the question of relations
with the Soviet Union and the Russian disarmament proposals.

In regard fo the negotiations with America concerning
naval disarmament, MacDonald refused. allegediy out of con-
sideration for lloover, to give auny concrete data. He declared
quite briefly that agreement had been arrived at upon 17 points
out of 20. On this question he made the following remarks:

“The first and real contribution of England to the pre-
paration of the disarmament conference is the seiilement of
naval disarmament. ‘The best way is an agreement betwcen
America and England. Our discussions are in no way and
not at all directed against anvbody, but are animated in the
broadest sense by the wish to solve the whole disarmament
problem by means of this agreement.”

Thereupon followed a hymn of praise upon the practice
of settlements by arbifration. adorned with such phrases as:
“The powers must not be regarded as angels.” MacDonald tlien
declared that England is prepared 1o sign the optional
clause of the Hague convention and to render possible
Fgvrt's entry to the League of Nations, In regard to the co-
lonial mandate MacDonald declared that the Labour Govern-
ment recognises the principle of such mandates, i. e. rejects the
emancipation of colonial nations from the imperialist yoke.

In relation to the proceedings in Palestine MacDonald spoke
in tones of great dismay. He described these bloody proceedings
as “criminal disturbances of peace and order” and declared
that it was the task of the League of Nations to prevent such
happenings in the future. His speech terminated with the
pathetic slogan “peace shall be consqglidated”,

Briand’s speech was a match to MacDonald's speech. He
also tried to evade a clear political attitude in the disarmament
uestion. He, too, spoke of the “great peace successes” of the
ague of Nations, but he, too, was obliged promptly to declare
that the League of Nations is “not yct” in a position to prevent
war. The Kellogg Pact represents a moral barrier against war.
but it is still necessary to create real sanctions for the “punish-
ment” ot war criminals. Disarmament is the “sacred duty of
the League of Nations”, but it is a very diflicult problem, for
France must bring up the parallel question of security. France
is following with great attenlion the negotiations between Eng-
land and America on the naval disarmament question and
hopes that a solution will be found.

The *“Pan-Europe” question was also touched upon by
Briand ,who said that during the session negotiations would
take place between France and other Luropean States especially
in regard to the question of “economic disarmament”, which
the League of Nations “must earnestly advocate”. This question
must, however, be regarded as a political and not as a purely
economic problem,

Briand closed his speech with the hypocritical challenge
that youth should be educated to peace,

Those are the words, And the deeds? While MacDonald
was holding his speech, British bombing machines, armoured
cars and warships were rasing Arab geasant villages to the
ground and in China thousands of Soviet subjects were again
being arrested and cruelly tortured by the henchmen of the
imperialists, And the chairman of the American naval com-
mittee. Senator Hale, stated in regard to the disarimament dis-
cussions between Great Britain and America that 15 of the
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approved cruisers would be built quite independently of this
agreement. The great peace speech of MacDonald appears in
tire light of facts to be an expioitation of the League of Nations
for increased arming on the part of Great Britain and America.

The diplomats of the League of Nations' conference dis-
closed its real nature when they repeatedly amd ostentatiously
inierrupted with applause the speech of the Chinese representative,
who had the cheek to represent the Chinese Eastern Railway
conflict as a provocation on the part of the Soviet Union.

While in the public sessions “peace” is being talked about,
behind the scenes preparations for war are being carried on the
laster. The two “peace heroes” MacDonald and Briand are
carrying on behind the scenes “private” discussions of the
question of common procedure against the Soviet Union.

AGRINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Blood Bath in the “Holy Land”.
By J. B. (Jcrusalem).

The sireet fight, which began on the 23rd Aogust at one
o'clock in the morning between Jews and Arabs at the two
main gates of Jerusalem, was the signal for a general Arab
rising in DPalestine, which also spread to the neighbouring
country of Transjordania, The insurrection. an expressicn ol
the long suppressed and smothered fermentation among the
“ohammedans and especially among the peasant and Bedouin

masses was in the firs! stage not anti-British in character, but_

anti-Jewish: a crafty co-bperaiion ol the imperialist govern-
menf, of the Zionist Fascists and of the Mohammedan clerical
“Medshless Islami” saw to it that the question of the “Wailing
Wall” was raised to a question of supreme political signi-
licance, {o the svmbn! of a fight for supremacy in the “Holy
Land”.

The Arabian feudal chiefs and bourgeoiste, discredited
ihrough  their compromising with British  imgerialism  and
shrough their national treason, grouped themselves about the
“Medshless” and with the help of a portion of the British-
imoerialist official staff (which the socialist MacDonald had
maintained unchanged in it conservative splendour) inflamed
the fanatic hatred of the Moslems against the Jewish *“‘un-
Lelievers”, who desired to lay hands upon Mohammedan sacred
relics. The Zionist Fascist clique incited by the illusions raised
by the group of British Social-imperialists around Wedgewood
& Co. concerning the erection of a seventh *Jewish” dominion
in Palestine, reolied witli the founentation of the Jewish-Zionist
chauvanism and with provocaiive nationalist demonstrations.
The government itself manoeuvred between the two camps.
dropping a litite oil wherever the fire threatened to go out
and trying at any price to destroy the fewish-Arab rapproche-
ment observable in recent years. in spite of all the treachcrous
imperialist, zionist and national eflorts at treachery, especially
unong the workers.

The witch’s cauldron was bound to explose — the national
novement was unchained and a bloody flood swept the
‘holv land”. Amidst this uncurbed mass movement the Zionists
paid for permitting themselves, through the Ballour declaraiion,
10 be thrust inio an outpost of British imperialism in the
\rabian countries. To state the facts simply: the unscrupulous
Zionist leaders leit the noor Jewish populace to pay the cost of
the pro-imperialist policy. For the fanatic masses of Moham-
wiedan  peasants and Bedouins, under the leadership of ob-
scurantist clericals, feudal chiefs and bourgeois elenients, fell
with fire and sword chieflv upon the unarmed poor Jewish
werdements, Jewizh synagoges and schools, where terrible blood-
~hed took place. At the Talmud school of Hebron sixty Jewish
scholars - also c¢hildren — were killed and mutilated. In the
colony of Morza a fewish family was slaughtered with the women
and children. Other colonies were burnt to the ground. Then
came the English - in the good old Tsarist fashion - - usually
when the row was over, or just in time to massacre the Arab

~ants with machine guns, bombs and armoured cars,

Right to the last moment Jewish-Zionist I'ascism re-
loyal to its imperialist mission: it occupied itself w:
murdering of the indivdual Arabs who had not been :.i
get out of the Jewish “zone” in time (the murder of twaz
workers on August 24th by Jewish Fascists in the b.
thoroughfare of Jerusalem was particularly gruesome) a»
burning of Arab houses, etc.

Up to August 27ih the number of victims, dead .
wounded, had risen to several hundreds, and 90 per <
them were innocent Jews and Arabs not concerned w.-
conflict, But the movement began fo get out oi the hun
the national_reformist leadership and of the British authe
and to be transformed from a pogrom into an anti-im = =
insurrection: in the purely Arab towns, such as Nablus, Tull.-1
where there was not a Jewish-Zionis: Barrier. the CGove- - -
was allacked and the Arabian national flag was hois.
places. In Transjordania the Bedouins rose to help their br.:
in Palestine. The fact that among the victims there were -
American citizens led to energetic American pressure (at. -
to a secret threat to land American troops!). so that the g - -
ment was obliged to acknowledge that the pogrom provo.: i
had more secrious effect than was desired. The Brinsh !
were reinforced and very shortly British military occupas:
fo be increased. Thereby, however, appear the outlines v
of the big political plans, which make the bloodba:h '
comyrehensible in the light of the world political interests . .
British Empire: the protection of the east bank of the Suez C..4
must be secured for the coming war and, if possible. .+
cost of the native population; at the same time the Arab n.
movement is to be discredited through pogrom excesse:. .
pletely demoralised and later on terrorised so that o
and purely revolutionary insurrection will be possible!

During the complete bankruptcy of the Zionist p:-
which are mere pawns on the .imperialist chess-board.
Zionist-reformists (II. International). who are partly respr -’
for the bloodbath in DPalestine perpetrated in the nir-
MacDonald’s “Labour Government”, as also of the Arw
tional reformists, who have proved objectively to be deswiz'-:
of the *Arab national movement (the still weak nationakte
tionary group of Hamdi Hussein, whose leader was
prizon by the imperialists for issuing warning aganst pogror-
calling upon his people to march against the imperialist< ~
Communists were the only group who worked indefatigst -
the fraternisation of the Jewish and Arab workers i
fight against British imperialism. On the very morning of B.-
Friday (August 20th) all the walls of Jerusalem were ¢ "
with proclamations: “Do not murder one another! Arah
Jewish workers, turn against the common enemy. Bri:is
perialism!”, “Set up an independent workers’ and pe.-
government!”, etc. — and every Communist was at hi-
in the streels, agitating in this sense, In view of their -~
Arab cadres and their big losses after August 1st. the ¢
munis{s could not gain influence on the mass movemen-. -
grew from hour to hour and was inflamed bv blind re!:
Tanaticism. Their slogans nevertheless became the commo:
perty of the Arab and lewish workers of the town: th-
not express itself merely in the general agreement of the w.:-
as to the question of the responsibility of the British im 4
ists, of the necessity for fraternisation, etc.. but also in ar-
international Labour solidarity (the defence of Jewish wi--
by Arabs and vice versa) which stood out in marked o
to the bestial cruelty on both sides .in the pogroms. The
munists were. however, not able to play an organisaton -
but the experience of the mighty movement (which has b
means come to an end and, which, by the way, also r
how *“firm and strong” the imperialist siabilisation is, in
degree  MacDonald opened the era of “peace”. and ™
dangerous is this and simliar nonsense hawked by the
portunists ol the Right!) will serve the Communists as a
for further advance. To the intensified chauvinist agitat.
Communists will oppose the slogan of international organis.1
and particularly the formation of international trade ur
spread and deepen the work among the Arab peasantry a-
the same time -- in spite of the heavy blows the C. P |
surely expect from the British military dicfatorship, just as
as it feels that its position is secure in the country — carr
still more intensively the fight for the creation of the
pendent workers’ and peasauts’ republics of the Arab cousr
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The Caleutta Ntrike.
By P. (Moscow).

MacDonald is carrying on in India a policy of bribery
oullving. Unimporiant reformis are pronused. attempts are
> at corruption and the revoiutionary movement is suppres-
This and nothing else is the sense of the policy ot the
rialists carried out by the Labour Government. the wor-
are to be blessed with the reforms, the peasants with a
ion of the ground tax and the industrial bourgeoisie with
vision of customs duties. The purpose ol the action is to
re for British finance capital the commanding economic
tions in India, The promised reforms are, however, as
able to suppress the revoluiionaiy movement or even 10
k it as are the terrorist laws, the .organisation of pogroms,
s1s, terrorist trials and shootings. MacDonald's policy is
Ting one defeat after anc.her. dhe working class of India
not be misled or iniimidated either by relormist promises
w the Terror of the English social imperialists.

In Bombay the fight of the textile workers continues. The
lovers’ association of the textile trade publishes every day
mort of the position in the factories. just as head-quarters
ny the world war reported the situation on the fronts. I
may place any reliance on these reports on the front of the
s war. the emplovers have aiready succeeded in selting one
dred thousand strikebreakers to work. But every fresh in-
n: gives fresh impetus to the strike movement. The unskilled
xers recruited in inland provinces become intected wiih the
ke fever”. A portion of the strikers have returned to the
iges, so that the rural population is informed by actual parti-
s concerning the sirike of the workers in the town. Many
isnds. however, still remain in the citv. And they do all
¢ can to protect their union “Girni Kamgar”. it is only
iccount of stubborn refusal of the workers 10 acknowledge
er representatives that the arrested leaders ol the above-
vicied union have been let out of prison for a few hours,
wded by prison officials, however, to take part in the session
‘he arbitration commission nominated by the government.

Vo in Madras and Cawnpore strikes have broken out in
‘edtile industy. They reflect a serious crisis in the Indian
ile industry, the unbridgeable chasm Dbetween imperialism
| wlonial India. the contradiction between the grow.h of the
e industry and the shrinkage of the domestic market. In
314 India consumed 4210 million yards of ditlerent kinds
muierial, against only 30536 mitlions in 102329, The pur.
sng power of the impoverished Indian villuge is sinking
¢ and lower. Qutput in India is also regressing. It amounted
12320 10 onlv 1893 million vards against 2350 million yards
e vear 1927 28. Imports are falling at the same time. The
an. English, japanese and Ialian industries are fighting
ey for the reduced sales market. England's share in the
en trade of India has fallen off. for instance, from 3Y per
L0 the year 1U27 28 to 52 per cent. in the year 1923 20,

The movement is. however. not confined 1o the fextile
tiets, In Jamshadpore 3000 metal workers have now been
sirtke for three months, The leaders of the reformist federa-
i who desired to speak at their mieeting. were howled down.

r:‘%lﬂ”}\ it should be remarked that the 35.009 railway wor-
S ol the so-called Great Indian Railway have driven out the
“onal ‘reformist leaders and elected mien of the Leit. and

tamong the seamen and dockers, too., the fermentation is
reasing,

But the seriousness of the revolutionary crisis in India is
cosed most of all by the strike of the juite workers in
UM, Isolated collisions took place last vear. Theyv brought
wht the interesting fact that the owners of the jute factories
* 4t the same time landed proprietors who lease their ground
Lemploy some of their lessees as workers in their factories.
wher words, the workers are in many cases doubly exploited
feasant lessees and as factory workers.

) A the end of July of this year it came to a mass fight in
: lute industry of Calcutta, when ihe emplovers lengihened
;\“t\orkmg day and at the same time reduced wages. While
iously the workers put in a total ol 34 hours in a working
K of five days. from July 1st the working week was to
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be 60 hours. The individual output quota was increased 10
such an extent thai for the longer working week the workers
would have received one rupee less in wages.

The jute industry of India. in contrast to other branches
in the textile industry, work exchisively for export. It is en:irelv
in the hands of kEnglish capitalists. alihough a  con-
siderable portion of the shares are distributed among the land-
owners of Bengal. The dividends of the jute industry are phan-
tastic. They fluciuate between 30 per cent. and 140 per cent. of
the nominal value of the shares. Colonial proiiteering is here
at its best, But tie lusi for profit knows no bounds. And it
therefore happened that the emplovers undertook a fresh attack
upon the starving workers The workers replied to ihis chailenge
with a strike.

The national-reformist trade union, which has only a few
hundred members, tried right from the start to thréuie the
strike. The leaders of the union implored the workers 1o reiurn
to the mills. As regards the lefl-wing trade union, which has
a membership of 3000, all of the leaders were arrcsted imnie-
diately. Cnly a few members of the destroved Workers' and
Peasants’ Party led the agitation for the sirike. The movencn:
compriscs 200,600 workers. When the usual measures. such as
arrests, maltreatmient, etc, failed, the authorities resorted to pro-
vocation. The monev lenders, on whom ihe Indiau workers
depend, because they receive the wages which are due to them
only ufter the lapse of <wo or three weeks, gathered in from
ol the mills and demanded the repaymien: of the debis. The
workers drove them away, and the awthorities made use of
this opportunity to fire into the masses. A state of siege was
declared o Calcutta. Quotations of jule shares sank and the
prices for jute goods went up.

While in Bombay the economic position was unfavourable
for the workers and only a political success could be made of
the strike. the situation in Caleutta is favourable for  ihe
workers from an economic point of view. The MacDepald
Government still hopes that with ihe help of soldicrs, shootings,
imprisoument and with the siprori of the national-reformists
it will succeed in throtding the strike. When it is a quesiion
of the dividends of the bnglish capitalists and Indian land
owners, it is not to be expecied that the Labour Government
will act with leniency, But the proletariat of Calcutta was able
to siand the Terror and the state of siege. A sympaihetic strike
hroke out on the city raitway Ten thousand workers of 1he
Burma-Shell Oil Comyany wen: on isrike. The railway workers,
too. threatened to go on strike.

While during the five moniths of the heroic strike of the
textile workers in Bombav it wasz impossible to extend the
movement and to organise sompathetic stitkes, in Calcutta
practically the whole of the working class rose to protect the
jute workers. The fact is all the more remarkable, as it happened
witiiout a_ strong revolutionary trade union and almost without
a parviv. The movement developed with enormous rapidity, The
wave rose higher and higher and the emyplovers hud 1o beat
a retreai ...

From reports received, it anpears that the cmplovers have
been oblived to accord an increasc of wages commensurate with
the longer working hours, resumption of the old individual
output quotas, maernity grants to the women workers and to
take on again all the workers who had Dbeen discharged. etc.
Particular mention should be made of the fact that the attommis
ot the emplovers and the awhorities to victimise the lcaders
of the workers aiter the liguidation of the strike were countered
by a fresh muass strike on the part of the jute workers.

Bombay and Calcutta have become the theatres of cou-
tinual class struggles. At the same time, in the peasant province
ot Punjab, reprisals are taking place against the revclutionary
peasant organisations, and mass f{rials and mass arrests are
occurring. Llven the National Congress was oblived to protest
against the furious raging of ithe MacDonald creatures. Evidently
peasants actions are brewing in the DPunjab.

Through their heroic action, the working class of lndia is
rousing the peasants io fight. When the call trom Bombay and
Caleutta reaches the countless peasant masses ol India, a new
chapter will begin in the history oi the British Empire. Mac-
Donald can check this process neither by reformist manoeu res
nor by White Terror against the revolutionary workers.
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INTERNATIONAL RED DAY

The Results of the International
Red Day.

From the “Pravda” 18th August,
(Continued.)

THE FRENCH PROLETARIAT AGAINST WAR AND
FASCIST REACTION.

The demonstrations of the French workers on 1st August
surpassed both in extent and variety of forms all the ex-
pectations of the C. P. of France. It is easily comprehensible
that in Paris, where the government had coaocentrated ap-
proximately 50,000 police, gendarmerie. and troops, the demon-
strations did not assume any general character. In the pro-
vinces. on the other hand, in all important industrial centres.
in the coal mining districts, and indeed everywhere where large
masses of the proletariat are to be found, demonstrations were
Yeld in spite of the measures taken by the police, and in spite
f the strike-breaking propaganda made by the reformists.

The 1st August in the Works and Factories of Paris
and its environs,

More than 8000 workers of the Citroén motor car factories,
which are scattered all over Paris and its environs, took part
in the movement, In sixteen of the districts of Paris numerous
workers stopped work. among these the workers of the Des-
coufle metal works, Brégout (aeroplane works), Cocard, Ballot,
and Sago. The workers employed in the Sago works left the
factory in a body, singing the “International”.

The workers employed in the boiler factory Alstome at
Saint Quen, although not members of the trade union, downed
tools. They were joined by the building workers and by the
women workers of the steel goods factories, etc. In Levallois
the whole of the workers empioyed by the firm of Moris left
the workshops at 11 o'clock, a communist worker giving the
signal with the siren. In Juvisy the railway workshops prac-
tically ceased work. The workers of the Benjamin factory at
Levallois, and of the Delage factory in Courbevoie, joined in
the strike to a man. At the smelting works *“Gnome at Rhone”
in Lavallois the moulders ceased work. .

In St. Denis the workers in most of the undertakings fol-
lowed the slogans of the C. P. Here 00 per cent. of the workers,
in round numbers, followed the strike slogan.

In Argenteuil and Bezons 3000 striking workers formed
a demonstration procession. and marched tirough the main
streets for three hours, shouting: “Down with war”, “Down
with government Fascism”, *Long live the Soviets”. The police
did not venture to proceed against the demonstrators. In Pute-
aux the workers of the firm of Miihiberger unanimously ab-
sented themselves from work. In Clichy a large proportion of
the “Société Méchanique” workers joined the strike action. In
the Pigailo factory 60 per cent. of the workers ceased work
at the time fixed by the Communist Party. In the Citroén
works hundreds of workers ceased work at 11 o'clock. and de-
monstrated with cries of: “Down with Tardieu!”, “Long live
the ammesty!”. The railway workshops in the Paris districts
joined the strike action.

The workers of the great gasworks in Paris stopped work
for one hour. as resolved bv the trade union. The workers
cmploved in the covered markets did the same,

" In Asnidére about 2000 workers organised a demonstration
at 10 o'clock in the evening. and marched through the town
singing the “International”.

In the night from 1st to 2nd of August, at 2.-30 a. m., the
printing workers refused to set the type for the Fascist news-
paper: “L'ami du Peuple”. This was a protest against the con-
tiscation of the “Humanité”,

In the provinces. in the Department du Nord, the weaving
mills ceased work at 12 o'clock. The workers employed in the
Northern Railway  workshops leit the shops. The police at-

tempted to disperse them. but could not prevent their g+
for a meeting at a spot appointed by the Party.

In the Douai district 30,000 or 60 per cent. of th: -
joined the strike action. The mayor of the town of D
socialist Escoffier, having issued a demonstration pro--
the workers assembled at Waziers. 300 workers took :
the demonstration and the meeling following.

In the mining district of Denain, where altogethe :
are employed, 75 per cent. joined the strike in the L:r-=
collieries, 45 per cent. in Duchy, and 20 per cent in F:-
and Blignere.

In St. Etienne 70 per cent. of the miners ceased w:-
Ist August. In the evening a meeting was held by the »
of the armament factory,- and a protest resolution agair- :
and against the repressive measures of the governmer
passed unanimously.

The post office and telegraph workers too joined th -
action on 1st August, ,

The strike was carried out almost completely in the
bon-Feugerolles smelting works. The Flotard mines we: .
idle to the extent of 25 per cent., the hammer works 1o !t ¢
cent., the bolt works to 60 per cent.

In the Gard coal district an average of 80 per cer:. -
workers downed tools on st August. Strike action wi»
carried out in Ales, and a great meeting organised. a.:
by 6000 persons.

As resolved by the tradesmen’s union, almost all sho™ »
closed.

In Troyes, where about 20.000 textile workers are e -
the strike slogan was followed in many factories up w0 "' .
cent. The soldiers of the cavalry division held im resd:
fraternised with the workers in the streets. In Chalons-sur-:+
the great centre of the smelting industry, the strike was 7
comnlete in the aeroplane factory and in the iron i~
In lt(he glass industry 50 per cent. of the workers jin: ™
strike,

Demonstrations were held outside the railway dep: :
working hours. All long distance trains on the Parisl
and Mediterranean line were greatly delayed.

The port, dock. and shipyard workers of Port-de-Bouc. "~
Marseille, an important industrial centre, joined almov ~
animously in the strike action.

In the important commercial nort and industrial cex !

Bordeaux 00 per cent. of the dock workers joined the ="+
In the building trade 80 per cent. of the workers took
Further strikers were 35 ner cenf. of the Gironde sh *
workers, 60 ner cent. of the South West shipvard workers. 1"
Roppart Valmier dock work ceased altogether. At 2 o>
the afternoon thousands of workers began to gather at the:
arranged for the demonstration. The police threw thi_’m‘ ’
upon the workers. who offered energetic resistance. S
the police were injured.

At Saint Nazaire hundreds of the shipvard workers <
work. At Nantes 55 per cent. of the naval dockyard wo"
joined the strike. The dock labourers ceased work for an ™
At Halluin, the textile centre. 3000 workers demonstratl
the commercial port of Boulogne-sur-Mer the dock wur
ceased work and organised a strect demonstration. They '
an energetic resistance to the police who attempted to d~
the demonstration.

N

D -~

E

g

At Audincourt (moior car factory Peugeot), where ¥
workers are emploved, demonstrations were held, involving:
flicts with the police and the gendarmerie. Although the le.”
comrades were arrested. the 2000 workers resisted the
and demonstrated until laie at night,

A great strike took place in the ore basin of Briey. ¥
ceased in the mines to the extent of 40 to 80 per cent.

In Chalignv (smelting industrv and mines) a huge me
was held. In Reims numerous workers of all trades @
the strike action. In Périgueux a great demonstration took
the printing workers went on strike unanimousiv in »r °
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yainst the arrest of their union secretary. In Nimes a number
' _demonstrations were held. 500 workers employed in the
ilway depot took up the strike, and were joined by many other
orkers. In Rouen (an important commercial port on the Seine
id a textile centre) the street demonstrations lasted two hours.
hey were taken part in by 2000 workers, members of various
rions. In Boucau (smelting industry) several thousands of
orkers held a meeting, and afterwards forme& a procession
hich mrarched through the town. In the vineyard district of
fciers the agricultural labourers demonstrated. In Toulouse
mmonstrations were held after working hours,

Impressive demonstrations were organised by the workers
| Strasbourg. The police arrested two workers, Many of the
liners joined the strike action. In most of the pits 50 per cent.
[ the colliers downed tools. In Rombas and Hagondange
imelting industry), where the municipal administration is com-
unist, demonstrations were held in the evening. Numerous
leetings were also held in the coal mining district of Rohrbach.

'HE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN PARTY AND THE 1st AUGUST.

The Czechoslovakian Party had to deal with a very difficult
isk in its preparations for the Anti-War Day. As this Party
a5 under opportunist leadership only recently, it has had
» reckon with opportunist ideology and working methods in
s organisations.

The Fascist repressive measures of the bourgeoisie and
he prohibition of about 30 communist newspapers, forced the
arty to make its preparations for the Red Day by illegal
1ethods. It issued appeals for the holding of demonstrations,
n spite of the prohibition. Numerous illegal Party newspaners
vere published: the “Rude Pravo”, ,Rudy Vetschernik”, “Rudy
ngnal”, “Vorwirts”, and “Internationale”.

. On 1st August the workers demonstrated in about 60 places.
ome of the meetings and demonstrationrs were very well
tended. In various works and factories the workers stopped
vork for one and a half to two hours — in the glass factory
fleischmann in Klein-Ujesd, the machine works Hudec and
Xhramm_in Prague. the mining undertaking Moravia, the
irm of Janek inm Radotin, the glass factory Haida, the firm
i Fischmann & sons. Teplitz (1100 workers), shoe factory
Holic. furniture manufactory Ungaria. etc. Work was also
¥ff;pned in many brick works, saw mills, and smaller under-
akings.

Although thousands of workers carried out partial strikes.
ind tens of thousands demonstrated in the streets. real mass
l)cnon was mnot attained in Czechoslovakia. In particular. the
"artv. was not successful in inducing the tens of thousands of
Workers engaged in the war industry to take part in the
i{fllggle against imperialist war. It was only in Pilsen that
00 workers organised a demonstration at the railway station.

In some places armed conilicts took place. In Boronava
(Carpato-Russia) for instance where the clergy provoked the
}\'orkers. The workers, not forgetting the lesson learnt from
1h€ events in Boronava in the autumn of 1928, defended them-
selves actively against the police and the clergy. 50 workers
trected a barricade, and held this until the police troops received
;e:nformments. The workers fled to the woods. The workers
Involved in these conflicts were chiefly agricultural labourers
and small peasants. These, too, took part in the demonstrations
® Hust. The police resorted fo esneciallv hrufal methods in

exchen. where the Czech workers fraternised with the. Polish
workers,

c ‘Mter the Anti-War Day the Central Committee of the
”,ze\h C.P. issued a declaration which. while pointing out
' weak points of the demonstration, stated:

“The 1st August struck the first note of a struggle
which must be continued and intensified. for the war
danger threatening the whole proletariat is growing day
by day. The struggle acainst imperialist war and for the
defence of the Soviet Union must be takan up by the whole
oroletariat, The Communist. Party will draw the lessons
rom the collective experiences. It will correct the errors
and close its ranks. It will imnrove its fichting methods
and pursue the determined struggle for winning over the
decisive masses of the workers.”

THE RED DAY OF THE POLISH PROLETARIAT.

The Communist Part‘y of Poland devoted special attention
to the pre_Faration of revolutionary demonstrations on
Ist August. The Fascist Terror which assumed such frigthful
dimensions with the approach of the 1st August, prevented
the Party from taking in time the measures necessary to ensure
the complete success of the August demonstrations.

In spite of all the efforts of the Fascist state apparatus.
and especially of the Fascist police; the Polish proletariui
celebrated the Red Day by numerous demonstrations and strikes
all over the country.

The bourgeois press is doing ‘its best to pass over in
silence or to belittle the successes gained by the C.P. in the
great centres, Many newpapers, for instance, deny the fact
of the partial strike among the Warsaw workers on ist August.
Other papers, which probably did not communicate in time
with the political secret police, betrayed the truth so disagreeable
for Fascism. The “Robotnik”, the organ of the Polish Socialist
Party”, wrote on 2nd August:

“The communists had resolved to celebrate the
1st August by strikes and street demonstrations. In manv
industrial undertakings, especially in the Jewish quarters,
the workers did not go to work.”

Other detailed reports show the building and metal workers
of Warsaw to have taken part in the strike.

In Warsaw the demonstrations began simultaneously at
different spots early in the morning. The workers tried to
break through the police cordons. but were dispersed by strong
divisions of police. A demonstration worthy of special mention
was that held by the workers before the “Paviak” prison, and
the demonstration of solidarity made by the political prisoners
in the prison itself. In Warsaw an actual state of siege prevailed.
Police armed with carbines patrolled the streets of the workers’
quarters. All the public parks and the restaurants in the workers’
quarters were closed. At seven o’clock in the evening some
hundreds of workers demonstrated before the premises of the
ministerial council. At nine o’clock factory gate meetings were
held at the Norblin and other factories.

The working people of Lodz again showed their revolu-
tionary determination. The incomplete reports available on the
Ist August in Lodz mention numerous demonstrations. dis-
persed everywhere by the police, mounted and on foot.

In the Dombrov district demonstrations were hed by the
revolutionary miners and metal workers, led by communist
deputies. The police adopted especially brutal methods against
the participants in the great demonstration held on the ground
of the Bankova mine.

The demonstration held by the Lemberg workers in the
Solsky Square assumed a most impressive character. Deputies
of the agricultural workers fraction in the Seym. Ham and
others, delivered speeches. In the face of repeated police attacks
the workers attempted again and again to demonstrate in
various parts of the town. In Vilna the workers of manv nf
the factories and works joined in the strike action and demon-
strations.

A comnlete report on the events of Ist August in Poland is
impossible at present in view of the illegality of the Party.

‘The bourgeois and social-democratic press, acting on the
orders of the Fascist government, has endeavoured to pass
over in silence the August demonstrations. or fo represent them
as an “irresponsible manoeuvre of a handful of communists”.
This plan has not been successful. The ever louder voices of
protest from among the masses of Poland against Fascist
oppression and against the preparations being made by Polish
Fascism to aftack the Soviet Union, cannot be made non-existent
by a conspiracy of silence. Even the distorted mirror of the
bourgeois press cannot but throw back a reflection, however
imperfect, of the action of the revolutionary workers on the
Red Day.

The demonstrations on Ist August are a further step
forward on the heroic path leading the C. P. of Poland to the
winning over of the majority of the working class for the
proletarian revolution.
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IN FASCIST ITALY.

In spite of brutal Fascist reaction, the workers ot Italy, too,
participated in the celebration of the International Red Anti-
War Day. Mass demonstrations were ol course impossible. The
Fascist press followed the preparations with the closest atten-
tion. On the eve of the 1st August the Fascist government
caused numerous workers to be arrested in the great industrial
centres,

Although the workers know very well that the Fascist press
spreads tendentious and lying reports, these newspapers were
read eagerly of late in the hope of its being possible to read
between the lines something regarding the preparations being
made in other countries for the 1st August. I'he C. P. and the
C. G. L. (ltalian Trade Union Federation) distributed leaflets
and illegal newspapers, such as the Party organ “Unita”, the
organ of the young workers “Avanguardia”, wne “Compagna”,
the ‘Battaglie Sindacali”, and pamphlets on the Fascist war
armaments, In numerous towns — in Trieste, Monfalcone, Milan
— small meetings were held by the workers. 1he workers of
the Fiat motor car factory at furin, who went on strike im-
mediately before the Ist August in protest against wage reduc-
tions, passed a resolution on the necessity of the struggle
against war and for the protection of the Soviet Union. .

Trade union meetings were held in Milan and Leghorn.
Pamphlets and leaflets in the Slovenian language, exposing
Yugoslav and Italian .imperialism, were distributed in the pro-
vince of Venetia Julia. Workers’ meetings were held all over
the province and resolutions passed against war,

At the Sam Marco naval shipyard a red flag was hoisted
during the night, although the police and Fascist militia sentries
had peen reimnforced. In Bologna, Leghorn, and many other
centres, the wails were inscribed with slogans appealing for the
defence of the Soviet Union and for the struggle against Fascism.
The local organisations of the Party and the C. G. L. published
leailets against war, against the raid of the Chinese baundits
on the Soviet republic, and against the pillaging of the colonies
by italian Fascism.

At every meeting the workers undertook to contribute a
«ertain sum to the Anti-War fund and to the fund in support
of the revolutionary movement,

When it is remembered the reaction ruling in [taly, the
measures taken by the Fascists, and the fact that here ierror
has raged for the last seven years, counting among its victims
more tnan 3UU0 of the best communists and active revolutionary
workers, then it must be recognised that on the Is{ August the
ltahan proletariat gave a spienuid example of proletarian soli-
darity. [his is the more worthy of recognition, as the police
apparatus of the Fascist government, in its anxiety to crush
the movement of the workers, applied its repressive measures
with unexampled energy.

The reports so far available show that numierous arrests
were made even before the Anti-War Day. But in spite of this,
and in spite of police espionage, the workers held the meetings
determined upon.

No reports have been received as vet from the smaller
centres. or from the rural districts in the valiey of the 1’0, where
the rural population has always been exceedingly active, or irom
southern ttaly. The news received irom Northern lialy is also
still incomplete.

Such news as we have suilices, however, to show that on the
day of struggle against the war actively prepared for by
Fascism, the workers of the great industrial centres ol Maly
took up once more, ii only gradually, the offensive against
capitalism and Fascism.

THE SWEDISH WORKERS FULFILLED THEIR DUTY.

The provocatory rumours spread by the capitalist and
social Fascist press before the Ist August on the “bloody tactics
of the Comintern”, threw the Swedish bourgeoisie into a state
of great uneasiness. Many bourgeois left Stockholm on the eve
ol the Ist August. The poiice received reinforcements in the
capital and other large cities, and were equipped with revol-
vers, machine guns, and armoured cars. The military were held
in readiness. Telephone wires were tapped. At Gothenburg the
editorial premises of the communist newspaper were searched,
and the building watched day and mght by police spies. At
Karlskrona patrol ships were stationed in the harbour. A

sailors’ meeting passed a protest resolution expressing
solidarity of the Swedish working class with the Red A

The prelude to the International Red Day was the Sw:
Norwegian-Finnish-Danish  Anti-War Conference  hei¢
Gothenburg on 21ist July. 200 delegates were present, elec:.
the most part by the works and factories, local worker: =
ferences, and trade umion meetings. The fact is wo ¢
notice that the revolutionary workers of Finland. in ¢
the repressive measures used against them, sent delegai=
the Conference from the ranks of the workers in the « %
and factories,

A total of 150.000 workers were represented at the G- =
burg Conference. General attention was aroused by the
sence of five Swedish soldiers and one Danish soldier isi
uniform. The Conference discussed the preparations &
Red Day, and recognised the necessity of continuinz :
military work in the Scandinavian countries after the 1st A

On the International Red Day, and on the following .
the C. P. organised about 200 public meetings and demu:::
tions. Gatherings of workers from the different countries w=
held on the Finnish, Norwegian, and Danish frontiers.

In Stockholm demonstrations, attended by 18,000 w:-.s
were held in two of the public squares. Approximately 10(x ¢_}
ding workers, and separate groups of workers of other tr:x
leit off work one hour earlier than usual and joined the &
monstration. It should be observed that this is the first poi.is
strike which has taken place here for ten years, On tn: ..§
no soldier had leave of absence. None the less, several sz
could be observed among the demonstrators in Stockho
spite of police provocation, the demonstration passes
quietly. One worker was arrested.

The following figures are to hand regarding the der-
strations in the other towns: Gothenburg 2000 particiy i
the demonstrations and 6000 in  the meetings: Ka-
(Swedish naval Dbase) 2060 demonstrators; Karlstadt |
industry) ©090; Nordképing (textile industry) 2000; (<
(leather industry) 2000; Malmo (shipyards) 800; Kiruna (z
3000; Upsala 2000 demonstrators,

THE DEMONSTRATION IN THE UNITED STATES

In New York the ceniral Auti-War demonstration took i'x
in Unien Square, not far from the headquarters of the -D.
Worker™ (the central organ of the C. P.). About 20,0(%) per=-.
took part in this demonstration. Posters and streamers app:-
for the struggle against imperialist war, in defence
Soviet Union. for the joint struggle of the black and w:
proletariats against the {rade union bureaucracy of the Ame:
Federation ot Labour, against capitalisi rationalisation. it =
fence of the textile workers in Gasfonia. etc. In spite o
pouring rain the demoustration was a brilliant success. M.
speeches were delivered. Among the speakers were repie
tatives of the striking workers of Gastonia. and delegates « |
by French. Chinese. ltalian, and other workers. The po |
[
1

who hastened to the scene armoured on motorcycles with ~ -
chine guns, rained down blows upon the demonstrators. : -
attempted to tear the flags and pacards out ol tieir hands.

In the garment. shoe, and food industries, etc., many 1 -
sands of workers stopped work an hour before closing ti

A smaller demonstration was held in the Bromx dist:®
Here the collisions with the police were severer. The bource.
“New York Times” reports that three policemen and twer
civilians were injured and a number of arrests made. 13 vo. =
were arrested before the premises of the Young Commur<
League where another large demonstration was held.

In Boston 2000 workers were present at the demons:ra:
The police arrested eight persons. including the represen:i
of the American Anti-lmperialist League, William Simson. \ -
merous demonstrators were brutally maltreated. The chief
police states that on lIst August larger police forces w-~
brought into action than on the day of the execution oi -
and Vanzetti. ’

In Chicago a conilict. which lasted for several hours. ar~
between the thousands of demonstrators and the police. The u-
monstrators were dispersed several times, but gathered toge
again and again in other streets. Comrades Hattaway a:-
Engdahl were arrested. ’
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\t Pittsburg two great meetings were held in the dinner
in the rolling mills and in the Westinghouse works.
es this a demonstration was organised which was attended
M) persons. Although the demonstration was permitted,
olice made'several attacks and arrested 00 workers,

n Kensington a meeting was held in the courtyard of the
m  aluminium factory. The police arrested the speakers.

this a demonstration procession of 1000 workers was
24 which marched to the poiice station and demanded the
s¢ of the arresied workers.

n New Bedford, one of the centres of the American textile
sy, 3000 workers took part in the Anti-War demounstration.
a1 Cleveland 4000 persons took part in the demonsiration.
In the minning districts of the State of Connecticut demon-
ions were also held, especially by the workers in the
-acite mines. In many places the speakers were malireated
e police and arrested.

"HE STRUGGLE AGAINST BRITISH IMPERIALISM.

On the 28th July the Communist Party, together with the
Aid and the Workers Legion, organised an Anu-War
anstration in Trafalgar Square, London. It was attended
idegrations from every part ol Lngland. Scotland, and Wales.
r tie meceting a procession was tormed; the intention of
aung to the Chinese embassy and protesting agamst the

mmation  of the Chinese lastern Railway was, nowever,
rated by the police, mounted and on foot.
On 1st August -tseli the C. P. organised Iactory gate

ungs and demonstrations in such districts as l‘oplar and
s Ham,

In Edinburgh a meeting was held at the docks at half
tsix in the morning. Four lactory meetings were held a
dinner hour. Adternoon and evamng demonstrations  were
I the evening demonstiation being ihe largest which has
noseent in Ldinburgh since the campaign 1o rescue Suacco
i Vanzetti. Other mcetings were held in the mining districts
Musselburgh and Frestonpauns.

The demonstrations in Glasgow were taken part in by
4 persons, of whom the greater part had left work beiore
sing hours. In the eveming there was a further demonstration,
«h was attended by an enormous crowd.

The “Sundav Worker" reports that the majority of the
e miners had received no wages for three weeks, This fact
“wied against successful sirike action on Ist August. The
cigs, on the other hand, were extremely well attended.

Successful Anti-War demonstrations were held at the follo-
g vlaces in Wales: Merthyr, Trecynon, Aberaman, Rhondda.
i Llanelly, In all these p.aces energetic agitation was car-
d on for many weeks beiorehand. by means of bulletins
dlets and meetings.

in Bristol 1500 utemployed took part in the Anti-War de-
nstration, in spite of the ban placed upon it by the local
temployed Association, controiled by Labour reactionaries
‘-L!‘parsons, The whole of the police force of Bristol was
“0lised to smash the demonstration. It was broken up three
Mes, and three times reformed, and continued to a successiul

mclusion,
N THE KINGDOM OF THE KUOMINTANG HANGMEN.

b ihe' demonstrations of the revolutionary workers in
anghai, Tientsin. Peiping, and Hongkong on the International

i“'q Day. once more confirm the 1aci that the Commanist
n‘l‘\-tment, despite the raging Terror exercised by the Kuo-

l_‘a"g hangmen. is not oniy not destroyed. but is gaining
;h",z_"‘d"d more _iniluence among the proletarian imasses ol
“h:)\e '((i:hma' The _Kuommtan;,r dc?pms. the militarist _bundns
gem\r““ ed the Chinese Eastern Railway, have recoived a
lierQI}SS}:Namm.g from the most threatening side. from  the
'I‘-»mitn’-)an\ghal prro‘letarmt' and irom the workers ol the other
re ‘; t}temres. I'he Chinese proletariat has advancel once
0 Jei ¢ combat, and has borne witness to its readiness

end the Soviet Union, the sincere iriend of the Chinese

Wy
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people and the fatherland of the workers of the whole world,
against the corrupt Kuomintang and the international imperia-

lism backing 1t up.

On the 30th May of this year over 30,000 workers de-

monstrated in the streets of Shanghai. The publishing offices

ot

two Kuomintang newspapers were stormed and destroyed by
the crowds. In various places attempts were made to erect

barricades.

In connection with the events on the Chinese Lastern Rail-
way. the Shanghai proletariat once more proved in July its

sohidarity with the Soviet Union and i1s hatred of

criminal Kuomintang governmment,

It marched through the streets under the leadership of the
the Kuo-

comnunist organization and demonstrated against
minfang and its war agitation against the Soviet Union.
On the Ist August Red Shanghai responded to the call

the

of

the Communist International. It joined the international revo-

lutionary proletariat in its demonstrations in {he streets,

On

this day the Kuomintang authorities transtormed Shanghai and
various other cities into actual army camps. Chinese troops,
fullv armed, patrolled all the streets of Shanghat, Machine guns
were posted at every corner. In many parts of the town the

inhabitants were even lorbidden to leave the houses,

Al

pedestrians were searched. Fven special troops of women palice

were formed.

But in spite of everything, many industrial undertakings

demonstrations held
These

proclamations agiating

were oblized to stop work;
different parts of the town.
military. Leailets and

were
tor the

took place in Peiping, Tientsin, and Hongkong. |here

n

were dispersed by the
Iier-
national Red Dayv were distributed everywhere Shmilar events
were
armed coniflicts in many places, in which the foreign police

“distinguished™ themselves particularly. It need not be said

that numerous arrests were ma.e.

An idea of the situation in Canton on Ist August may

be gained from the notice in the “New York Times” that

state of siege was declared. This did not. however, prevenr the
demon-

courageous Canton firom

strations.

proletariat of organising

a

‘the events of the Anti-War Day show that the fizhting
spirit of the Chinese working class has not been by any means
destroyed by the persecutions of the Kuomintany mulitarists, and.
that the Chinese working class is marching lorward with the

infernational proletariat beneath the ilug of the Comintern.

THE HUNGARIAN
WIRE OF THE COALITION.

The preparations oi the Central Committee of the C. P.

WORKERS BEHIND THE BARBLED

of Hungary for the Red Day were late in comnencing. The
Party succeeded, however. in bringing out leatlets and a special
number ot the ilicgal newspaper, dealing with the Anti-W ar
Day. Although the police arrested many of the leading Party

functionaries, the leallets were distributed in good time.

On 1Ist August Budapest was placed in a state of siege by
the measures ol the authorities. Military and police patrols were
to be seen all over the town. In spite of the reinforced patrols,
groups of communists pasted up posters evervwhere in the
workers’ quarters, with the slogans: “Down with the Fascists!
Down with the Bethlen svstem! The enemy is at home! Deiend
the first proletarian State! Convert imperialist war into cwil
war! Ten vears ago the bourgeoisie and social democracy
overthrew the Hungarian Soviet republic; long live the second

Fhungarian Soviet republic!”
According 1o the police reports, there were no strikes
Budapest.

in

A strike is officially rejorted in the Salgotaryan coal basin.

“Pester Lloyd™ refers to this as Tollows:

“In the Baglysalva pits of the Salgotarvan coal bas
yaalva g )

in

350 workers went on strike. allegedly in connection with

the 1Ist August.

The strike was, however, probably

organised by conmunists. The strikers wished to conceul

their original aim by giving this reason.”

In the provincial towns the police were held in readiness

for the bloody suppression of the workers’ demonstrations.

(To be continued.)
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Strike of the Berlin Pipe
Layers.
By Paul Merker (Berlin).

The strike of the Berlin pipe layers. in which about 3000
workers are now participating, is becoming a movement of
significance for the approaching Labour fights.

The pipe-layer section was several months ago expelled
from the German Metal Workers’ Federation on account of its
revolutionary attitude, The social-Fascist bureaucrats of the
German Metal Workers’ Federation tried, in spite of the separa-
tion of the pipe layers from the federation. to dictate the working
conditions of this section in common with the employers, and
agreed to various decided curtailments in the new wage con.
tract. The pipe layers rejected the wage rate by a big majority
and stuck to their demands, and they have now gone on strike
under revolutionary leadership with the object of doing away
with the scandalous wage rate, putting through their wage
demands and abolishing the more stringent scale of wages,
which was forced upon them.

The strike met with the determined resistance of the em-
plovers and of the bureaucracy of the G. M. W, F. The social-
Fascist federation leaders openly called upon the workers to
break the strike and financed the transportation to Berlin of
troops of strike-breakers from other towns. Up to the present
the strikers have succeeded in convincing these troops of the
dastardliness of this attempt at strike breaking and caused them
to return immediately to their own town. The leader of the
G. M. W. F. in Berlin, Urich, declared at a general meeting
that the executive of the federation would throttle the strike
even if it cost hundreds of thousands of marks to do so.

In order to procure a “legal ground” for the police attacks
on the strike committee and on the pickets. for the confiscation
of the strike fund and of the collections, for the prohibition of
Minister
of Labour, Wissell, declared the wage rate forced upon the
pipe lavers to be binding. This means that the wage rate has
become law. The strike of thie pipe layers is therefore directed
immediately against the bourgeois laws, so that extensive police
actions and measures of class justice against the strikers may
be anticipated.

The strikers on September 4th, laid down at a mass meeting
their attitude in the fight and resolved to carry on the sirike
still more rigorously. On September 5th, the leaders of the
revolutionary opposition of the building-trade workers con
voked a meeting of building trade delegates, which resolved
1o take effective solidarity action.

According to this resolution. the following measures will
be taken, in addition to the collections which have been made.
in suprort of the pipe layers’ strike: the building-trade workers
will not tolerate any strike-breaking pipe layer about the
buildings. they will actively protect the pickets. they will go
out immediately on a strike of protest if any attempt is made
at police provocation in regard to the pickets and at any attempt
to prolect the strikebreakers. and will organise entry into the
fight {or hicher wages, in spite of the present tariff, at all
importan! building operations where immediate entry into the
strike will be painfully felt by the employers.

Workers throughout Germany are interesting themselves
more and more in the pipe-lavers’ movement, If the strike is
successfully carried out, it will be a dangerous blow for the
social-Fascist trade union bureaucracy and for the dog-like
fidelitv 1o the wage rates. which is propagated by it. The mo-
venent is having a strong mobilisation eitect upon the masses.
for it shows that independent execution of wage and working-
hour tights is possible under the leadership of the revolutionary
trade-union onposition, in snite of sabotage on the part ol
social-Fascist bureavcracy. The success of the pipe lavers and
of the Berlin building.trade workers is breaking down in a
farge mieasure the barriérs ameng the masses to independent
organisation and execution of their fights, which is an absolute

necessity in view of the continual lowering of the stan.
living of the working masses through price inilation. -
down of the unemployment benefit and other mea:c-
suppression. That is the reason why this fight is. in v
the fact that only a few thousand workers are concernec
of extraordinary significance for the whole of the Germ:: .
ing class.

The Lessons of the Factory Com
Eleetions in Witkovitz.

By Kl Gottwald (Prague).

At the factory council elections in the Witkovitz iron +
which took place on the 29th August, the candidates of *-: <«
Trade Unions suffered a severe defeat. The votes.polled by . -
Trade Unions in 1928 were 3159, and in 1929 1638, or
words, there was a loss of almost 50 per cent. The Czech -
democrats gained 1343 votes at the cost of the Red I--
Unions, The Czech national socialists also gained 23 . -
so that the Red Trade Unions were forced into the third - -
The liquidators with their 179 votes were swept away.

This result is a warning signal to the Communist . '
and to the Red Trade Unions. The municipal elections an. -
factory council elections recently have shown, with neg..-
exceptions, a certain growth of the communist vote, irresp- ¢
of the fact that we have very often failed 1o apply the
tactic in practice. This proves the growing activity o *
workers who support us despite our errors, and show.
great possibilities lying in front of the Party and the t
Trade Unions, provided of course, the new fighting nac. *
thoroughly carried out. In the Witkovitz elections tte -
fighting tactic was not followed at all, and this was the
reason for the electoral defeat of the Red Trade Unior:
complete fiasco of the liquidators, who were abandoned
last workers who followed them in the Witkovitz iron
proves that the disruptive activities of the renegades wee &'
the main cause of the defeat. The resolution of the Centr:. . ™
mittee of the 10th and 11th August, 1920, points out -
new factic was not applied in the preparations for the e ™
and considers this as one of the main weaknesses of = ™
parations. The last days were not sufficient to correc the ¢
which led to defeat. On the 1st August we were abe 1 =
that wherever we applied the new fighting and working ="
of the Party, we succeeded in mobilising the workers. %7
ever the action was carried on with the old stereotyped med>
however, it ended with a lack of success. This was v
case in the Witkovitz elections, In this direction, the Wi
elections are a warning signal for us to imensify the ef:
the Party and of the Red Trade Unions to alter radicallh ™
working and fighting methods of the revolutiomary mover ?|

What are the main elements of the new factic in relat-
the concrete Witkovitz example? Above all, the problem v
independent leadership of the economic struggles of the wo-.
class through the tactic of the united front from below and «
the assistance of committees of action elected upon the pri-
of workers' democracy.

In the metallurgical industry very much has been negl
particularly in this direction. For years there were no ¢
siderable wage movements in this industry, although :
were continually spontaneous outbreaks of dissatisfaction
the part of the workers, for instance in the Skoda Work:
Pilsen, in the metal works in Prague and jung-Bunzaw
Poldi Works in Kladuow, etc. Up to the present the Red T
Unions and the Partv have not been able to unify these |
breaks, to give them a general character and to orgar
great wage movemnient of the metal workers. The worker:
dissatisfied and grumble about the reformists, but thev d
vet regard the Red Trade Unions as that revolutionary f:
which places itself at the head of the workers and shows *
the correct wav. This lagging behind the working class is
main reason for the defeat in Witkovitz.

The second problem is the structure of the Red Trade Us
movement and its lack of a sufficient basis amongst the ma
of the unskilled workers, the youth and the women, who
most exploited by the rationalisation. In addition. a sect:on
the officials oppose anv reallv energetic orientation of the

B
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rade Unions towards these sections. This problem is rarti-
tlarly urgent in the metallurgical industry where, on the one
and, rationalisation steadily increases the armv of unskilled
orkers, and on the other hand the basis of the Red Trade
fnion movement is a weak section of skilled workers. The
;sult of this internal ossification of the movement is naturally
n opportunist policy and a lagging behind the fighting spirit
i the working class.

The third problem is finally the auestion of the alteration
| our electoral tacticts. What is this alteration? It is essentially
te following: the elections to the factory muncils and in parti-
slar the setting up of candidate lists were previouslv considered
matter for a few dozen trade union officials, or in the best case
f a few hundred trade union members. The masses of the un-
rganised workers were excluded from any voice in this
uestion. They were regarded as passive “voting material”, It
5. however. necessary to make the question of the sefting up of
andidate lists a question of the whole working class and to
lace the best revolutionary workers. even when they are un-
rganised, and in particular the unskilled workers, voung
vorkers and working women upon the candidaie lists by
emocratic election at a factorv meeting. Already in the setting
p of candidate lists the workers must be told why they must
ote for just these candidates. But all that is not enough. At
he same time fighting demands and a fighting platiorm mus!
e set up and must be treated im a similar way They must be
iscussed and formu'ated by factory meetings and by the whole
vorking class. iust like the candidate list.

By this method the whole working class. and in particular
he unorganised workers, take part in deciding whom thev will
lace on the list of candidates. and why. and for what s'ruggles
his candidate list shall be elected. The German communists and
he revolutionary trade union ownwosition. which anplied ihis
artic in the spring of this vear, achieved imnortant successes
vhich represented a splendid confirmation of the correctness cf
his tactic. The result of the elections in Witkovitz has proved
be incorrectness of the old factic which was applied there.

_ This was, therefore. the Witkovitz experience and it was
wid for dearly. We will not permit ourselves to be misled bv
he jeers of the social fascists and of thei~ allics. the renemades.
The answer of the Party and tiie Red Trade Umnions will be:
“ace to the factories, the trade unions and the revolutionarv mass
vork! There lies the guarantee for victory in our struggle to
¥ the majority of the workers.

. TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The Results of the Second Pan-
Pacific Trade Union Conference.
By P. (Moscow).

The 2nd Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conierence was con-
clided on August 2ist. Numerous delevates were prevented by
e state of war in Manchuria. toilowing on the seizure of the
“hl_nﬁ.‘se Fasiern Railwav by the Mukden Government, from
irrving in Viadivostock in time. For this reason it was decided
10 call the meeting a Conference and not a Congress as origi-
nally intended.

One of the most important items on the agenda was the
struggle against imperialism and the danger of war. which item
asumed particularly great importance in view of the seizure of
the Chinese Eastern Railway bv the Chinese militarists at the
In“ligation of the foreign imperialists, Numeious delegates. and

fore all the Chinese comrades. declared that this attack upon
the Chinese Eastern Railway is directed both against the
‘:{:;kers of the Soviet Union and against the Chinese working
0 S, as well as the whole emancipation movement of the
QEE::SSM peoples and classes in the East. Here it is not a
Chi on of a natjonal strugyle between the Soviet Union and
-lna. bt of a common struggle of the toilers of the Soviet
Mon and of China against world imnerialism and its agents:
,‘H]l;“;sel reaction, The conilict on the Chinese Vastern Railway
of thené serve to close more firmly the ranks of the workers
aingg Soviet Union and of China for the common struggle
lasses [mperialism, against the oppression of the peoples and
W an any form whatever.
!
}

\

The discussions and resolutions of the Pan-Pacific Con-
ference, as well as the campaign of the delegates after their
return home, will help the million masses of the Pacific Coast
to discern the real aim of the impudent attack of Chinese reaction
Ain the pay of the imperialists.

The Conference pointed out that only the revolutionary
mass organisations of the workers and peasamts under the
leadership of the proletariat can be the bearers of the struggle
against imperialism and the danger of war. The creation of
mass trade unions presupposes, however, that the advance-
guard of the working class puts forward the economic demands
of the proletariat and helps the peasants in developing the
agrarian revolution. From this there follows the great role
of the revolutionary trade unions as the driving and leading
force of the whole anti-imperialist movement. Of course those
tasks confronting all Pacific countries, and in particular the task
of developing revolutionary mass trade unions, must be solved
in accordance with the economic, political and cultural conditions
prevailing in the respective country. The level of development is
different in China. India. in the Philippines, in Korea and Indo-
China. The Conference stated that the labour movement in these
countries is faced by the danger of white terror and the danger
of reformism penetrating the labour movement.

The Conference came to the conclusion, however, that re-
formism possesses only a narrow base in the colonial labour
movement, In spite of persecution and terrorist suppression of
the revolutionary trade unions, which is accompanied by an all-
round support of the reformist trade unions by the State
apparatus as well as by international imperialism and reformism,
the reformists have not gained a leading role in the labour
movement of the Pacific countries. The ‘“achievements” ol re-
formism in the trade union movement of China, Indonesia and
even Japan are far and away outweighed by their emormous
weakening in India and in the Philippines. where, under the
immadiate influence of the Pan-Pacific Secretariat, the Left revo-
luttosary trade union wing has been growing continually
stronger during the last two years. The Chinese delegate re-
portcd. for instance. that in Shanghai, in the only industrial
centre where reformism exerts a certain influence upon the
labour movement. the Leit wing. in spite of the terror, conducted
most of the strikes (70 out ol 137) in the second hall vear
of 1928,

The weakness of reformism is further revealed in the fact
that the Pan.Asiatic Conference has remained a mere project
up to now. although international refornism (Geneva, Amster-
dam) and its branch offices in the East have been busily engaged
in the preparation of this Conference since 1920, The revolu-
tionary trade union movement, on the other hand, which is co-
ordinated in the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secrctariat. is re-
gularly holding Conferences and Plenums in spite of the fierce
resistance of the imperialist governments and their agents. and
in the face of white terror, persecutions, and victimisation, it
is closing its rank. traiming the revolutionary advance-guard
which is more and more taking over the lead not only of the
workers but of the whole anti-imperiaiist movement in the
colonial countries,

The Conference attached special attention to the organi-
sation. development and strengthening of the persecuted and
illezal red trade unions, as well as to work in the yellow trade
unions. The conduct of economic struggles of the working class
was considered to be the most important means for winning the
workers for the revolutionary trade unions movement, This is
also possible under the most difficult conditions, as is proved
by the above mentioned Shanghai example.

The delegates of various couniries recorded the fact that
conditions have improved as a whole, without however cheri-
shing illusions as to the diificulties facing the revolutionary
irade union movement in the East in its struggle for overcoming
the terror and illegality. The trade unions in the Pacific coun-
tries are no longer isolated. They have found an ally in the
Soviet Union and in the revolutionary trade union movement
of the imperialist countries. The labour movement in the East
is on the upgrade, It is very signiticant that this unsurge svn-
chronises with the unsurge and the radicalisation of the labour
movement in the capitalist countries of Europe and America.

The Conference, which recorded indubitable
the Pan-Pacific Secretariat in the two vears of its

auccesses of
existence
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(successful struggle against reformism, regular couneciion with
numerous countries with illegal revolutionary trade union mo-
vements), also pointed to the weak poinis of the work of the
Secretariat as well as ol the whole revolutionary trade union
movement on the Pacific coast (inadequate leadership of the
economic struggles, insufficient connection, especially with the
big lactories, insufficient attention to the questions of women's
and child labour). The Secretariat and the aifiliated organi-
sations must devole much more atiention to all these questions
in the future.

The last item of the agenda was the report on the role of
the trade unions in the socialist construciion of the Soviet
Union, which was followed with the greatest attention by all
the delegates, The Conierence gave instructions that this report
zhould be pubiished in all the most important languages of the
tast and distribuied in all the countries of the Pacific. The
spirit of the Conference was well expressed by a delegates who
declared:

“The delegates to this Conference will carry the tidings

of the great socialist construction in the Soviet Union 1o

their countries. This message will strengihen the labour

movement, enhance iis fighting spirit and increase tenfold
the forces of all those who are Jighting for the defence
oi the Soviet Union and for the world revolution.”

The attem:t of the imperialists io frusirate the Conierence
has been wrecked. just as it was two vears ago. The Conierence
ha< taken place. It has drawn the balance ol the two years’
activity of the Fan [acific Secretariat and indicated the further
way to develop and s:rengthen the revolutionary trade union
movement in the DPacitic countries. The Conlerence made a
sertous step towards the unification of the proletarian siruggle
in the colonies and the international revolutionary trade union
moverment,

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

The British Trade Union Congress.

Belfast, 4th September 1929,

The 0lst annual congress of the British trade unions which
opened here on the 2nd September is proceeding in the spirit of
‘e alliance ol the retornust trade union bureaucracy with the
government. There are approxnnaiely 000 delegates present re-
presenting  about 3.070.000 organised workers, Since the last

“vongress the trade unions have lost about 200,600 members.

haawt “wm, !

In his opening speech the chairman of the congress Ben
Tiilett took up an openly chauvinist attitude and declared
himselt in favour ol the development of the British Empire and
'n favour of industrial peace. The trade unions and the em-
plovers should work together in order to increase the output of
mdustry and to increase sales. The British Empire offered a wide
enough market for British goods. all that was necessary was
the correct orgmmusational methods, as in the United States.

Rationalisation he declared was unavoidable, but it should
be organised in order not to undermine “the rising standards
of hiving of the workers™.

As a weapon to fight against unemplovment Tilleti proposed
the appointment of a commission consisting of representatives
of the government. the empiovers and the trade unions. This
commission should be given wide powers for the organisation
ol industry. In order to hyuidae the permanent crisis in the
coal mining industry, the steei industry should be reorganised
and the etforts for the extraction of oil from coal be continued
and extended.

Snowden sent a telegram of congratulations to Ben Tillett
on account of this speech,

~ Characteristic of the congress was the withdrawal of resolu.
nons supposedly calculated 0 embarrass the government, such
as the resolution dealing with pensions for miners. Charac-
ieristic also was the overwhelming vote in favour of trans-
teyring the himancial and conunercial comtrol  of  the “Daily
Herald™ 10 the notorious capitalist newspaper syndicate Odhams
Press Ltd. ’

Despite all the devices of the bureaucrats, they did
succeed in suppressing the voice of the militant workers. .
a handful of communist and minority movement delegate:
sisted in presenting the standpoint ol the class-cons:
workers.

Collick of the Locomotive Engineers and Firemen prote:
against the signature of the Cotton Award by Walkden, a m:
ber of the General Council. thus reducing the wages
cotton workers. He asked whether Walkden’s attitude is &
patible with the formal attitude of the General Council agz:r
wage reductions.

1

Collick continue. The '}
feave

refused 10 let
was finally compelled 10

The chairman
however, persisted and
tribune sull proiesting.

Lemaire of the Compositors criticised the report of the (x
neral Council relating to the organisation of the artihiciai <>
workers and emphasised the failure 1o organise the worke: ™
ol this new industry.

Rowlands of the Painters Union declared roundly: Only = =
revolutionary elements can and will establish the real tradeus: §.
unity in the struggle against the capitalists. We will estab: §
factory committees despite the General Council, and will &
them as committees of action in times of struggle.

Rowlands’ declaration contrasted strongly with the acader: {:
debate initiated by a resolution oi the British Miners Federa:..
requesting the Ceneral Council to investigate the question «.
industrial unionism, This resolution was then rejected ©
1,623,000 votes against 1.003,000.

Rowlands also exposed the attitude of the General Cour
towards the National March on London organised by the v~
employed workers movement in February, and deciared m¢
this attitude proved thai the General Council was not prepa
to lead a fight against capitalism. but is determined 1o sabdis
any strugyle of the rank and file.

The congress adopted a resolution proposed by :the Tadors
Union condemning tie formation of break-away umons. Te
suppoiters of this resolution, which was adopted with aa o
whelming majority. witered the customary anti-communist .f-
citemeins, Hhe mititant delegates exposed the disruptive @52
of the retorist bureaucracy.

The miners leader Cook intervened in support of the e
lution and made a thoroughly Mondist speech.

Belfast, 5th September 19N

Aa uproar occurred in the congress of the trade umoe
when Lemaire ol the Compositors Union declared, *i am ?
communist and am proud of it”". He denounced the preparatcr
of the Labour govermment ifor war and exposed the fut
of pacifist resolutions, He also justified the saboiage of ¢
manuiacture of munitions.

The congress adopied the report of the General Council reg.
ing “disrupiion”. This report was opposed by two avowed
pon-communist Derbyshire miners’ delegates who declared
the General Council itself was responsible lor- the disruptict:
especialiy as a result of iis betraval ol the General Strike and
its subsequent collaboration witih the employers.

~ The congress rejected a timid resolution introduced by °%
Engineers Union (A, E. U) calliig lfor the cessation of
Mondist conversations,

A resolution was unanimously adopted demanding -
mediate steps towards the resumption of Anglo-Soviet diploman:
relations. but solely from the viewpoint of the stimulation @
trade. Significamly enough, the militant attacks upon I
signing of the cotton award, which resulted in wage cuts i
the cotton workers, by the railwavmen's leaders Cramp ax
Walkden compelled the former to deiend himself at length
to-dav’'s speech.

Belfast, oth September 1929.

The British Trade Union Congress camie to an end toda).
It adopted a resolution in which the dangers of 1atiomalisatior
are pointed ow as long as the workers were not fully organised:
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In the discussion Tomkins of the l'urnisl}crs' Trade Urion
ted that the Mond-Conferences have contributed to the loss
members in the trade unions.

After the adoption of a number of resolutions the new Cie-
~al Council was elected. which differs from the old one only
that in place of some Ministers other trade union bureaucrats
ve been elected.

The revolutionary delegates have issued a Manifesto in
1ich they declare that the Congress signifies the climax of the
nversion of the British Labcur Movement into an auxiliary
-ce of capitalism. The exchange of telegrams between Snowden
d Ben Tillet proves the complete unanimity which exists
tween a corrupt trade union leadership and the capitalist
.bour Government,

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Decision of the International
Control Commission of the C. L.
in the Matter of John FPepper.

After perusing the declaration of John Pepper and aiter

vamining the material the 1. C. C. states:

1. Pepper. actuated by fractional considerations, refused
» submit to the decision of the E. C. C. L. that he should leave
vmerica and proceed to Europe, where he should place himself
t the disposal of the E. C. C. I, and remained in New York
and the neighbourhood) for the purpose of inciting the ma-
rity fraction of the C. P. of America against the E. C. C. 1.

2. In the desire to deceive the E. C. C. I. and the C. P. of
\meerica, Pepper. in collaboration with Lovestone, concocted the
tory of his journey from New-York to Mexico, and for several
tonths assured the E. C. C. I. and the I. C. C. that he had
.arried out the directions of the E. C. C. . regarding his coming
‘v Moscow, but nevertheless, owing to circumstances over which
te had no control. he had been compelied to return from Mexico
23 New York. As a matter of fact Papper. as he has confessed
n his declaration to the I. C, C, of 1lth of July, never went
o Mexico at all.

3. By carrving on fractional work. not only within the
C. P. of America but also against the Comintern. [Pepper.
wgether with Lovestone, managed to bring the Party Congress
ui the C. P. of America, which consisted for the most part
of supporters of Pepper and Lovestone, against the line laid
down bv the Presidium of the Comintern and incited the dele-
aates of the Party Congress against the delevation of the
E. C. C. I to the Party Congress.

4. Pepper did not only not admmit in the I. C. C. in the
course of two months his impermissible attitude towards the
Lomintern, but persistently continued to maintain that during
the Party Congress of the C.P. of America he was not in New
York and did not lead majority iraction, alihough the falsity of
Pepper’s words has already been exposed by a whole number of
comrades (Green. Hannes. Stachel. Minor and other). Pepper
only first confessed when all his lies were completely exnosed
and Lovestone was expelled from the C. P. of America, While
‘he affair of Pepper was being dealt with in the I. C. C. another
case came to light in which Pepper deceived the E. C. C. 1. In
1928, Pepper handed to the E. C. C. I. an account of his ex-
renses for a journev to Korea. when in actual fact he had
not made this journey at all.

5. The whole impermissible attitude of DPepper, his neglect
10 carrv out the directives of the E. C. C. L. and his deception
of the E. C. C 1. and of the C. P. of Amierica, is in the first
nlace explained by the fact that Pepper, as a Right opportunist
who was not in agreement with the fundamental line of the
Lomintern, worked for the formation of an opportunist fraction
within the Comintern. In order to conceal his fractional inten-
tions, Pepper proceeded to play a double game: he submiited
© the E. C. C. I. a declarafion (with reservations) in which he
dnnounced his submission to the decisions of the F. C. C. I. in
‘egard 1o the American question, but at the same time he re-
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fused 10 confess to the 1. C. C. that he, Pepper. had staved
in New York during the Party Congress of the C. P, of America
for the purpose of carrving out his opportunist line at the Party
Congress of the C. I, of America.

In view of all this the I. C. C. resolves 1o expel Deppor
from the Comintern on account of his refusal 1o submit 10 the
directives of the E. C, C. .. on account of his deception of the
C. I’. of America and of the Comintern, on account of his rele
in the C. P. of America which amounted to his leading the
fraction of the majority. togetiier with Lovestone, and eguing
‘on his followers to fraction struggle for the purpose of pursuing
Wis opportunist line.

Moscow, 1Uth August 1920,

The International Control Commission of the
Communist International,

FIGHT AGAINST RIGHT DANGER |

The Purgihg of the Editorial Staft
of “I’Humanité”.
By M. H. (Paris).

The international social democratic press hirelings .are
again raising a great howl What is the reason lor this? Six
editors of “Humanité” have been dismissed. The social de-
mocracy must have taken the maiter very much to heart if it
raises such an outcry. The facts are the following.

Belore the 1st of August the wovernment had hatched a
new conspiracy against the revolutionarvy organisations. Dozens
of leaders of the C.P. of France and of the C.G.T.U. were
thrown into prison under the accusation of high treason. The
editorial offices of “Humanité” and the premises of the Party
and of the revolutionary trade unions were searched by the
police in order to find material for the “conspiracy”. The po-
lice also paid a visit to the Workers’ and DPeasants’ Bank, for.
as the reactionary nress maintained, Moscow money was sup-
posed to be there. But all in vain'

The chicaneries of the government and of the police against
the Workers' and Pesants Bank continued even after the 1Ist
of Auncust. until it was finally closed without the slightest laval
justification.

The Workers' and Peasants” Bank has been founded bv
the revolutionary labour organisations with the aim. as laid
down in the statutes, of financing the Communist Party. the
trade unions, the workers’ sport. the co-operatives, the revo-
lutionary press etc.

It was therelore obvious that the government intended by
destroying the Workers’ and Peasams’ Bank to strike a blow
at the whole revolutionarv movement. and belore all at the
“Humanité”, There could be no doubt that the closing down
of the bank constituted only a part of the conspiracy of the
government against the Communist movement. The campaivn
for its defence had. therefore. 1o be conducted in connection
with the resistance offered to the persecutions of the vovern-
ment, the aim of which is to break the resistance of the revo-
lutionary orvanisations 10 rationalisation and the war prepa-
rations of French imperialism against the Soviet Union.

The line of defence was therefore. clear. It was moreover
plainlv laid down in an appeal issued bv the Secretariat of
the C.P. of France. This appeal apreared in “Humanité” on
Augnst 10th, three days after the closing down of the Wor-
kers' and Peasants’ Bank.

What, however. did the dismissed editors of “Humanié"”
do? Thev retreated before the attack of the government and
of the police. Instead of defending the Workers' and Peasants’
Bank as a component part of the revolutionarv movemant. as
the financial institution of the revolutionarv organisations, they
attemped to represent the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bank as &
“areat proletarian credit institution. the aim of which is “to
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enable the workers to escape the exploitation of the bourgeois
banks”. This, of course, was reformism of the purest kind.

As the “Humanit€” was directly hit by the attack on the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Bank, the editors in question further
endeavoured to represent the “Humanité” as Jaures’ paper
and to keep silent regarding the great ideological transforma-
tion which the “Humanité” has passed through under the lea-
dership of the C. P. since the Party Congress of Tours when
the Socialist Party was split. This cowardly flinching and
this denial of our principles could, of course, not be tolerated.

In addition to this it must be mentioned that these editors
have conducted this wrong policy in the defence of the Pea-
sants’ and Workers’ Bank at the behest of some directors of
this bank and against the will of the Party leadership, which
repeatedly called the attention of these edifors to their wrong
line and reprimanded them for it. Thus to the reformist line
and the cowardly flinching there was added a breach of dis-
cipline,

All this prompted the Polit-Bureau of the C.P. of France
to recall the responsible six editors from their posts, The
howl of rage of the social-democratic press proves that by
this measure of the Polit-Bureau the hopes which they set
upon the confusing efiect of {he reformist attitude of some
editors of the Central organ of the C.P. of France upon the
Commnunist ranks have been destroyed..

SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
SOVIET UlIION

Industrialisation, ‘the Socialist Com-
petition and the Tasks of the Inter-

national Working Class.
By D. Petrovski.

At the present moment, a balance is being drawn up in
the Soviet Union of the results of the nrst year of the Five-
Year Plan. 'the bourgecisie prophesied a fiasco for the “utopian
and phantastic” nve-year plan of socialist construction, The
opinion of the bourgeoisie was shared by the pessimists in
our own ranks, The lacts, which cannot be abolished by any
amount of talk, show that the working class of the Soviet
Union has more than carried out the task which it set itself.
The results of the first year show that in many respects the
most daring projects of socialist industrialisation have even been
excelled. Production, capital investments and the collectivisation
ol agriculture have made even greater progress than that which
was originally provided for,

The attention of the bourgeois world has been drawn in
particular to the successes which have been obtainad with
regard to the collectivisation of agriculture upon a new tech-
nical basis. The Moscow Correspondent of the “Berliner Tage-
blatt”, Scheffer, writes in the evening edition of the 23rd Au-
vust:

“Whoever journeys through the provinces, discovers
with astonishment on what a broad front, even in the
remotest districts, this idea has taken up the struggle to-
day with the reality of the ‘grey’ Russian village. The
scepticism with which Europe often treats this experiment,
which als already developed far beyond the laboratory stage,
is quite out of place.”

Writing in the “Chicago Daily News”, Farson declares:

“The world is used fo surprises from Soviel Russia,
but nothing is so sensational as the extraordinary growth of
the collective agricultural undertakings.”

The “New York Times” writes:

““The agrarian policy of the Kremlin has had a spendid
start. It would reallv seein that Socialism is winning the
backward Russian village.”

- That is how the correspondents of the bourgeois press
living in the Soviet Union, record the growing Red danger. The

successes of the socialist offensive in the village are re
astounding. Apart from the increase and development o
Soviet farms and the rapid collectivisation of agriculture, m
has been an extension of the areas under cultivatica by 1
poor and middle peasants on such a scale that ‘the decreav
the area held under seed by the kulaks is more than corTy-
sated for, and there has been a general increase in the i
under_cultivation (resolution of the State Commission for I
ned Economy of the Soviet Union of the 25th August), Tx
winning of the peasants for the idea of collective undsra} =
means a strengthening of the alliance with the main peu:
Emsses upon a new pioductive basis in the struggle agains -
ulaks.

The creative spirit of socialism shows itself in all the b
cesses of indusirialisation. The most important achiever:
this year were: workers' inventions, the promotion of worky
men and working women to leading posts and the sode.
competitive scheme of the masses. The number of inventions a»
improvements put forward by workers to increase prodic
is growing very rapidly. The formation of groups of -
leaders of industry* amongst the proletariat is making c=
siderable progress.

The socialist competitive scheme deserves particular ai=
tion. Narrow-minded representatives of bourgeois science
clare that with the exclusion of competition and the abolii-
of the incentive of personal gain, humanity will degenerate
a general stagmation. Reality has shown, however, that vre:
the proletarian dictatorship, the competitive hunt for pro.:
built up upon the enrichment of the strong and the despoi::
ol the weak, is replaced by the competition of tremendous rm.:
ses, a competition which aims at subordinating the bfind
ol natural forces to the proletariat which systematically or;:
nises the whole economic system.

The successes of the socialist competitive scheme and
general achievements of the first year of the Five-Year Fa:
make possible a considerabie extension of the constructive i
for the economic year 1929,30. The control figures for 2
coming economic year do not merely exceed those prowaal
tor in the Five-Year Plan, but they also make it possible w i
up a number of gaps which showed themselves in the £+
year: The productivity of labour did not increase by 17% #
provided for in the resolution of the State Commissioa kor
Planned Economy of the 25th August, but by 16%; the cost
of production were not lowered by 7%, but by 5%, amd e
rise in real wages also failed to reach the level provided fo: =
the Five-Year Plan. The control figures for the economic yex
192930 provide for a speedy improvement both in quality ar.
quantity in the process of socialist construction.

The wide-spread participation of the working masses in
socialist competitive scheme has awakened the greatest interx
of the proletariat outside the frontiers of the Soviet Unict
Railwaymen in Oppeln (Germany) write: “We are very mu
interested in your socialist competitive scheme. It strengties
the Soviet Union and therefore strikes a blow at our jor
enemy, capitalism.” Workers in other German towns and
France and Switzerland write in the same spirit. The interes
of the workers in the capitalist countries has awakened
echo from the proletariat of the Soviet Union. The workers ¢
the metallurgical undertaking “Krasni Profintern” suggest in
answer to the fraternal greetings of workers abroad, that
whole international proletariat should take part in the socia:
competitive scheme.

The question is what effective form can be given 10 i
great sympathy in the ranks of the proletariat of the capitas
countries for the building up of socialism in the Soviet Unicr

The question is difficult. The socialist competitive scher:
is only possible under the proletarian dictatorship, Capitai::
exploitation enslaves broad masses, forces them into misen
corrupts a thin upper stratum of the working class and trae-
formss it into an agency of capitalism within the working das:
Only the victory of the proletarian revolution can free tx
working class and release the creative forces which are 2
present being forcibly held in check by capitalism. In othe
words, the preliminary condition for an all-round imternation..
socialist competitive scheme is the victory of the internationa:
socialist revolution,



. 50

International Press Correspondence

Does this mean that the workers in the capitalist countries
ot participate in the building up of socialism and in the
list competitive scheme? By no means. Thousands of
ds connect the building up of socialism with the revolu-
ry struggle of the international proletariat. The railwaymen
ppeln rightly declare that the socialist comnpetitive scheme
. a blow at the common enemy of the working class, capita-

It is also true that every revolutionary action of the
ters in the capitalist countries and of the oppressed masses
ae colonial and semi.colonial countries strengthens the
ling up of socialism and brings us nearer to the victory
ternational socialism.

The best means by which the workers in the capitalist
tries can render active help in the building up of socialism
» strengthen and intensify the revolutionary struggle against
jalisth in their own couniries and over the whole world.

In its struggle for world communism and for the defeat
he capitalist elements in its own country, the proletariat
he Soviet Union proceeds from the necessity of expediting
building up of socialism upon the basis of an extensive
s struggle. Its concrele {asks in the socialist competitive
'me are: increase of the productivity ol labour, the increase
real wages, the reduction of the cost of production, the
rening of the working day, and the improvement in the
mique and organisation of production.

Upon the basis of a thorough study of the international
‘king class movement, its immediate tasks can also be
rly formulated. They consist in the preparation for a
orious struggle against the bourgeoisie and the fascist
:al democracy, for the dictatorship of the proletariat, and
. the ideological and organisational strengthening of the
letarian advance-guard in the {actories (factory groups.
ory councils, revolutionary shop stewards, etc.), the abolition
the di;{)arity between the ideological and organisational
uence of the Communist Parties (increase of the membership,
transformation from the system of residential groups to the
nciple of factory nuclei, increased circulation of the com-
mist and revolutionary press, etc.), the strengthening of the
‘lutionary mmass-organisations, above all of the Red Trade
ons and of the organised revolutionary minorities in the
ormist trade unions. At the same time we can and must
mulate concrete political tasks: the defence of the Soviet
uon, the support of the building up of socialism, the struggle
ainst war, etc.

This, however, by no means exhausts the tasks of the
rkers outside the Soviet Union. The carrying out of these
sks takes place under the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie,
tere the working class meets with hindrances at every step.
would certainly be possible to set up terms for the carrying
it of these tasks, and to organise a competitive scheme, Com-
ution between the class-conscious workers in the capitalist
cory and the workers in the socialist Soviet factories for the
rengthening of the revolutionary positions of the working class
- the capitalist countries on the one hand, and for the support
! the building up of socialism by the proletariat in the Soviet
ion on the other hand, can be organised by individual
‘tions of the working class in the capitalist countries entering
o commpetition, and also by competitions between sections of
& proletariat in the various capitalist countries.

The idea of the socialist competitive scheme was raised for
te firsy time by comrade Lenin in 1918. The carrying out of
IS idea is left to the initiative and creative activity of the
‘orkers themselves. The .interest of the workers in the capitalist
Jumries for the socialist competitive scheme in the Soviet
'lion can be utilised for the international proletarian revolu-
lf;lh if the class-conscious workers of all countries make serious
Orts, based upon the experience of the workers in the first
"oletarian State, to find the best forms of competition in the
@olutionary siruggle against capitalist slavery.

?8\'6?t'1he various stages of development of the November

) \\gﬂpn, new forms of the alliance between the workers of
1r0;E.Vlet Union and the workers of the capitalist countries
he»F;—' workers delega'tlons,.councds of action, associations of
Samonlends of the Soviet Union, etc. To-day socialist industriali-
form thaNd mass-participation in the competilive scheme must

¢ new basis of the alliance.

The present stage of the development of the international
working class movement is determined by the rise of the revo-
lutionary wave the chief characteristic of which is its inter-
national nature. The interests of international revolution
urgently demand the strengthening of international connections
in general and the connections of the international working
class movement with the first land of the proletarian dictatorship
in particular. It is a matter of course that the tremendous cause
of the building up of socialiam, which rests in very great
measure upon the competitive scheme of the masses, must be-
come the most important link for the strengthening of the inter-
national revolution.

The suggestions contained in this article are only intended
to raise this whole question belore the advance.guard of the
international proletariat.

BOOK REVIEWS

V. I. Lenin: Collected Works,
Volume XX. The Revolution
of 191%.

From the March Revolution to the July Days.
Book I*).

By A. Komjat.

Without a knowledge of Leninism, which can only be ac-
quired from the study of Lenin’s works there can be no Bol-
shevist Party, and without a Bolshevist Party there can be no
victorious proletarian revolution: hence the English speaking
revolutionary working class must welcome every new Lenin
volume as a decisive weapon in its emancipation struggle and
include it in its ideological arsenal.

The first half-volume of volume XX. of Lenin’s Collected
works which was recently published under the title: “The Re-
volution of 1917”, comtains his letters, articles and speeches
from the first two and a half months following the February
Revolution. They describe the path of Marxism-Leninism con-
verted into action; they reveal how the Bolsheviki, under Lenin’s
leadership, are step by step advancing to the great strategical
aim of the working class, the conquest of power.

In these letters, articles and speeches Lenin shows himself
to the highest degree as that revolutionary real politician which
he always was; unswervingly true to the principles of revolu-
tionary Marxism, but extremely elastic in their application,
according to the demands of the situation; devoid of all roman-
ticism, always proceeding from facts; coolly pondering. but
whenever the interests of the proletariat required it and the
relations of forces permitted it, always daring and pushing
ahead.

The overthrow of Tsarism did not come as a surprise to
Lenin, who knew the situation in Russia as did nobody else.
In spite of the scanty news regarding the victory of the bour-
geois-democratic revolution and the establishment of the Gut-
chov.Miljukov government he gave from the beginning a correct
analysis of the situation; he correctly estimated the relations
of forces and clearly formulated the tasks. Already a few davs
after the upheaval, in his “draft theses” of March 17th, 1917, he
made the fundamental statement:

“The revolutionary proletariat therefore, cannot but view
the revolution of March 14th as its first, though far from
complete victory along its glorious course; it cannot bu!
assume the task of continuing the struggle to achieve a
democratic republic and Socialism.” (Volume XX. Book 1.
page 25.)

In his first “Letter from Afar” (written on 20th March) he
developed this idea still further:

“The first stage of this first revolution... is over...
Surely this first stage of our revolution will not be fthe
last one.”
*) V. L. Lenin: Collected Works. Volume XX. The Revolution
of 1917. From the March Revolution to the July Days. Book I.
Martin Lawrence Limited. London. ’ ’
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In his “Draft Theses” he emphasised at once the central
slogan:” “Peace and bread, complete freedom!”, and he delined
the class character of the new government as follows:

“The new government can give to the peoples of Russia
(or to those nations to which we are bound by war) neither
reace, nor bread, .nor complete freedom, and for that reason
the working class must continue its struggle for Socialism
and for peace...” (Volume XX, Book I. page 24.)

Lenin recognised as the next task-the organising of the
proletariat for the victory of the second stage of revolution, the
enlightenment of the masses regarding the nature of the Pro-
visional Government, the winning of allies for the proletariat:

“Under these circumstances the task of the proletariat
is rather complicated. It is perfectly obvious that the pro-
letariat must organise more thoroughly, must muster all
its forces, arm itself and strengthen and develop its alliance
with all the layers of the labouring. masses in city and
country ...” (Volume XX, Book 1. page 23.)

He raises the question of the workers' government:

“Only a workers’ government, basing itseli, first. on
the vast majority of the peasant population, the rural workers
and the poorest peasants; second, on an alliance with the
revolutionary workers of the warring countries, can give
peace, bread, and complete freedom to the people.” (Vo-
lume XX, Book I. page 25.)

Over against the Provisional Government there stood the
power of the Soviets. Lenin at once recognised this “double
rule” as the fundamental feature of the transition period. At the
same time he realised that the Council of workers’ and soldiers
deputies represented the germ of a workers’ government, which
alone was capable of giving peace, bread and freedom to the
people. The Gutchkov-Miljukov government, which was a go-
vernment of the capitalists and landowners, could never have
satisfied these elementary demands of the broadest masses.

Lenin still more concretely formulated the programme and
the tactics of the Bolsheviki after his return to Russia in the
famous “April Theses” and in the “Letters on Tactics”. The
April Theses furnish a masterly Marxist analysis of the situation.
They declare that the war, even under ¢he new governnient
of Lvov and Co.. owing to the imperialist character of this
government, still represents an imperialist robber war. The
Party must convince the masses of the necessity of power passing
into the hands of the Soviets. Lenin further declared in the April
T heses that it is too early to speak of the immediate “intro-
duction™ of Socialism. A number of transitional measures are
previously necessary:

“Not the ‘introduction’ of Socialism as an immediate
task, but the immediate placing of the Soviet of Workers’
Deputies in control of social production and distribution
of goods.” (Volume XX, Book I, page 108.)

Lenin’s Theses clearly indicated the path of the revolution.
Socialist revolution can be achieved only by means of the pro-
letarian dictatorship, whose organs of power are ithe workers’
and peasants’ Soviets. Hence the slogan must be: “All Power
to the Soviets!” In order to realise this slogan the masses must
be freed from the influence of the treacherous socialist parties.

At this time Lenin fought within the Party against the
theses represented by Kamenev and others, that the bourgeois
revolution is not vet completed and that we have to work lirst
for the “completion” of this revolution.

“Comrade Kamenev has not grasped the fact, the signi-
ficance of the existing Soviets, their identity, as to their
socio-political character., with the Commune state...” (Vo-
lume XX, Book I, page 128)

Such was Lenin's estimation of the Soviets although at that
time they were completely under the influence of the Mensheviki

and S. R. But Lenin fought with all his energy for 1%
quest of the Soviets by the Bolsheviki as a precondition ¢
establishment of the proletarian dictatorship. Nothing wa.x
alien 'to Lenin than adventurisi putchism: i

“We shall come out in favour of the transler of
into the hands of the proletarians and semi-prolet:-
only when the Soviets of Workers’ and Soldiers’ D-:
adopt our policy and are willing to take that pouwe
their own hands. (Resolution of the C. C. »
S. D. L. P. R. of May 5th.) (Volume XX, Book I, page:

One of the most important questions of the revoluti
the land question. Pleckanov and his followers were in i -
of the peasants coming to an “understanding” wi
landowners, Against this the Bolsheviki demanded 1i-
propriation of the whole of the land belonging to the n:r
and the transference of the whole land ‘to the peasantr:
situation in the rural district was such that Lenin wrot:

“The peasants, workers. and soldiers constin: #
overwhelming majority of the people. This majority w
the land to be placed iminediately in the hands of th
viets of Peasants Deputies.” (Volume XX, Book I, page 4

The Bolsheviki worked deliberately at the unchainiy
the agrarian revolution:
“We. alone, are at present stimulating the de.c

ment of the agrarian revolution, when we tell the peas
to take the land immediately.” (Volume XX, Book I. p. .

The Provisional Government, however, persecuk.!
peasants who in many places had “on their own account”™ '
possession of the land; it retained the old police and the
Tsarist democracy; it remained faithful to the allied British s
French imperialists and wished “to conduct the war :
victorious end”. The first trial of strength ensued. The siv
majority of the Petrograd workers demonstrated on the 3rd .4
4th of May under the Bolshevist slogan: “AH Power % '*
Soviets!” The petty bourgeoisie, in the first place the pa:
soldiers’ masses, for the first time turned against the Provi::

-~

‘Government. The Government was compelled to resign T

Petrograd Council of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies. howe
still adhered to the standpoint of the ‘‘revolutionary defen
the couniry” and advocated the participation of the Messten
and of the social revolutionaries in the governmenm. {n
appeal: “To the Army!” it opposed {raternisation and 2
vocated restoration of discipline and the preparation of the v+
offensive. Lenin called this appeal “a sad documem”.

The broadest sections of the population were tired o +-
The country was in a state of decay. The war had to be terr
ated if the achievements of the revolution were to be guaram:=

Lenin expressed this necessity in numerous articles. in w
he considered the chief means for the rapid termimation of "
war to be fraternisation of the troops, but a fraternisa:
which endeavours

... to turn this instinctive coming together of wor-.~
and peasants of all the countries attired in soldiers’ umi~
into a conscious movement, looking toward the passing *
state power in all the belligerent countries into the hand- !
the revolutionary proletariat. (Volume XX, Book I, page ¥- !

The events developed with enormous rapidity. Lenin’s ot
ception of the development of the revolution was confirmed <
by step. Fraternisation at the front constantly increased in ex:> '
More and more frequently did the peasants seize the land of . ¢
Jandowners; the influx into the Party of the Bolsheviki increa
Lenin. following closely the development of events, investiz:i
the relations of forces, weighed and determined the tasks. issx:
the right slogans, revealed the shortcomings and combated ™
deviations. He led the Party and the masses consciously 0 '
second, the proletarian revolution.
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