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Upsurge.
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. The Main Feature of the Development of the Communist International.

Comrades.

Unfortunately, I have not been able to follow all the dis-
ssions at the Plenum of the Execuiive Committee. 1 will
¥refore not 4ouch on the speeches of the various speakers. but
il deal only with a few fundamental questions.

I will begin by speaking on the main feature in the deve-
pment of the Communist International after the VI. Congress.

We know that immediately aiter the VI. Congress strife
lrted around the fundamental decisions of the Congress in
:he ranks of the Communist International. In a number of Sec-
s —  Germany, Czechoslovakia, U.S.A., U.S.S.R. —
“UL'HI_G for the fundamental line of the VI. Congress was very
irp indeed. The declaration of the VI. Congress that at pre-
t “the main line of deviations is to the Right irom the cor-
%t political position” was fully confirmed. Struggle against
* Right and the conciliators who attacked the very founda-
q:’"\ of the decisions of the VI. Congress, was in the past
©od the central question in the Communist International.
;“‘? struggle was not limited to individual parties. The struggle
'Bainst the Right and the conciiiators assumed an international
;.J.racter. The sharpness of this struggle, the measure of its
*rousness and determination, can serve fo a great extent as

(] | H - : .
Citerion of the development of the Communist Parties and

of their growth. The development of the Communist Parties in
the recent period shows that wherever the struggle assumed a
clear, intense and consistent character. we have to do with the
most Bolshevised Parties which indicate the real growth of
the Communist Parties. This confirms again and again the fact
that only through ruthless strugygle against Right opportunists,
can Communist Parties properly occupy the Irontal positions
of the revolutionary proletariat and prepare energetically, con-
sciously and in an orgamsed manner for the coming revolu-
tionary events. That is why siruggle against the Right and the
conciliators was the main feature in the development of the
Communist International in this period.

As you know, the VI. Congress sunumed up the struggle
against Trotskyism on an international scale. When the Trots-
kyist opposition in the C.P.5.U. (B.) was smashed., Trotskvist
vroups abroad became mere appendages ol social-democracy.
Trotsky's attacks on the U.S.S.R. and the Comintern in the
foremost organs of the imperialist bourgeoisie (“Daily Fx-
press’) are a convincing prooi that the process of the renegade
degeneration of Trotskyism is complete. It was possible for
a few Trotskyist elements to remain in the Communist Parties
after the VI. Congress, but their subsequent expulsion did not
arouse any particular interest (example: Spector in Canada). On
the other hand, the struggle of the Comintern against overt and
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covert Right opportunists has assumed enormous importance.
this siruggle acveloped very rapidly, although it was difiicuit
10 foresee it al the time of the VI. Congress. It became inevi-
table in view of the position taken up immediately after the
V1. Congress by Right and conciliatory elements in the Com-
munist rarties, ' .
These elements attacked the main line of the decisions of
the V1. Congress. They disagreed with the Comintern in the
estimation ot the presemt swage of capitalist stabilisation, in
the estimauon of tne so-caliea “third period’ in the develop-
ment of the general capitahist crisis aner the imperiansi
world war. we need not speak, in t1his connection, of

“Right” elements such as Brandler and thalneimer who,
having become avowed renegades, have placed themselves
outsiae the nranks o1 1ne cominiern. their esumaaon

ol the postion of capiaiism coincides in the main witn
e esHMAlon oI e SOClai-acmocrats wno taud “the recupera-
uon’ of ihe capiahst order. 1t 1s practicaity on this estimation
lhat ine posnion of the Kight 1s pased n an tne Communist
1Parties. but 1 reahty, the concitiators are tollowing the same
path, instead of admutting nat the present period - teaus ine-
vitaciy wia the furiher ucvelopment ot contradictions wn the ca-
pitaust siabilisation to a furiner shattering of the capraust sta-
biisauon and to a sharp accentuaaon ot the generat capitalist
Crisis” (V1. Longress), lue concikators are in reality iacnttying
\ncmselves witn the socat-democrauc theory of *recuperauon
01 capnansm. Limerences In regard to s lundamen.a: que-
stion sNOW 1nal WO Opposite hines exist: tne line of the Comun-
tern and the kne of tne Right opportumsts. Qut ol these two
opposile lines arise two opposite estimations of the daevelop-
ment of the contemporary iabour movement and ine roie of
suclal-democracy, .and consequently, itwo opposite estimauons
ol tne tundamental tasks oi tne Communist Parties. 1hese two
1nes inevitabiy tead to 1wo opposile 1acucs. Theretore, siruggle
against Right and concuiatory elements in the Comuntern 1s,
it the given period, the centrar question. Hence, struggie against
these bourgeois iniluences on the working class whicn are the
most uangerous in the present circumslances, siruggie against
~ocial-democratic relits in the railks of tue LOomiiwinst 1’arties.

How embittered the Rigit- and concitiatory elements in the
Cennnicrn auacked the inam kne 0@ e Vi, wongress pointed
vu. Dy me, wil be secit trom a tew examples, I will aeal, in
this connection, with the political position of Comrades Hum-
bert-Droz, Serra and the group of German concinators (E.
Meyer, kwert and others). Very characteristic was Comrade
Humbert-Uroz’ speech in the Poiit Secretariat of the E.C.C. 1.
end of November 1928, Comrade Humbert-Droz said:

“The VI. World Congress has practically condemned
the general vague formulation — rotton, unstable, etc. sta-
bilisatton — because it does not in fact say anything de-
fimite about stabilisation. Comrades, have a look at the
theses of the VI. World Congress. You will not find there
any of the words just mentioned by me.”

This is how Comrade Humbert-Droz presented the matter
the day alier the VI. Congress of the Comintern. And yet,
Comrade Humbert-Droz declaration is certainly contrary to
lacts. One might even think that he has not read the theses
of 1the VI. Congress, because he was bound to come across
the passage that the present period means “further shattering
ot the capitalist stabilisation”. However, in spite of the fact that
Comrade Humbert-Droz has of course read the theses of the
V1. Congress, he did not notice this declaration of the Congress.
More than that. Under the pretext ot defending the line oi the
Vi, Congress, Comrade Humbert-Droz developed a point of
view opposed to this hine. This can be seen by the Idilowing.
When speaking of the economic struggles which are devzloping
in the capitanst countries. Comrade Humbert-Droz asserted:

“These big fights are developing not dn a situation
when bourgeois economy is decaying, not in a period when
the State power ol capitalism is dectining. On the contrary,
they take place in a period when bourgeois economy and

State power have been strengthened*).”

Thus, according to HumbertDroz, instead c. the shatiering
of capitalist stabilisation, we are supposed to witness ‘‘streng-

*) Underlined by me. V. 3.
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thening of bourgeois economy and State power”, Wher:
fundamental difference beiween this philosophy and ih:
democratic dictum of the “recuperation” of capitalism? |
case, it is self-evident that there is a radical difference b
Comrade Humbert-Droz’ position and the line of the \1
gress,

Comrade Serra, sets himsel even more frankly agai--
Com:ntern. In his report to the C.C.C.P. of Haly, M:-
1929, he gave the following estimation of capitalist st-
tion in Germany:

E

“To say, as the German comrades are sayin.g. th
stabilisation of the German bourgecisie is roiten. is .-
mount to shutting one’s eyss .0 facts.”

[

Serra made a fierce attack on the German comirai: %
is only a pity that his arguments show that he is shutur; =
eyes to what is going on in the revolulionary prole.-
Being naive, he has not noticed that this strong bekiei 1=
consolidation of capitalism makes him the wictim of lir:
bourgeois illusions and can mean only fransition to the s :¢
reformist camp. Serra’s whole report to the C.C. of the '

4
Communist Party shows that its author is no longer a ¢ .J
liator, as we recently thought, but an. out-and-out Right w- s
views differ radically from those of the Comintern.

Special importance attaches to the position of the o ::
of -conciliators in the German Communist Party. This -
repeats in various forms what Humbert-Droz and Serr:
saying. At the November Plenum of the C.C. C.P.G.. Com 3
Ewert proposed to delete from the resolution of the Pl:.-
the words that capitalist stabilisation is becoming morc
more rotton and insecure. In November, in the Polit Secre - -
of the E.C.C.l, Comrade Meyer said:

“How can Comrade Thilmann say that stabiiisaio
1928 is more roton and insecure than in 19262 This s >
viously an argument against the decisions of the VI Ceo
gress in regard to the third period.”

Again, as we see, the well-known refrains about apisis
stabilisation. How tedious this repetition by the oconata™
of one and the same sentence about the inadmissibility ai ¢
cribing the present stabilisation af rotten and insecure. i vt
to give you one more quotation from the collective declarx.
of the German conciliators where, following in Humbert-Dr
footsteps, they proclaim the consolidation of the economc >
sitions and the political power of the bourgeoisie. This is w
we read in the platform of Comrades Ewert, Eberlein, Dietn
Becker, Schrioder, Schumann and Kurt published in Decer!
1928 in the German ‘“International”:

“The majority of the C.C. sees the war in China
preparation of war against the U.S.S.R., the Left onexs
tion of the proletariat etc., but the other side of the 1
cess which causes accentuation of contradictions, ‘rapi
velopment of economy’, i. e. economic consolidation of
present basis of the relative stabilisation and, consequer
also of the political power of the bourgeoisie, it dots
want to see...”

Thus, so-called *conciliators” are evidently singing in s
son with social-democracy. The meaning of their attitude
shamefaced admission of the alleged “recuperation” of capitali
Sometimes, this is called “reconstruction” of capitalism, 2s
one can speak of the reconsiruction of an economic system w
has entered upon the stage of accentuated crisis. And all t
if you please, is represented to be the true line of the VI. C
gress of the Comintern!

These examples show clearly on what was based the an
on the line of the VI. Congress. We can see by these examp
that Right opportunists have carried on since the VI. Congr
a stubborn struggle against the line of that Congress un
the cloak of defence of its decisions. The position taken
by so-called - “conciliators” has been completely expos
Struggle for the political line of the V1. Congress was bou
to be determined struggle against the Right and the conciliatd
who are hobbling in their wake.

It is clear now that tha decisions of the VI. Congress !
extremely important. These decisions contain a correct 1
tific analvsis of the present stage of the growing capith
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sis and, at the same time, a clear prognosis of ‘he deve-
ment of the international revolutionary movemeni. And this
the basis for determining the practical tasks of the Commu-
t Parties and the Comintern as a whole. Only on the basis
the estimation given by the VI. Congress of the economic
1 political development throughout the world, were the Com-
nist Parties able to define correctly the character of the
momic struggles of the working class, 10 expose the role of
ial-democracy including its “Left” wing, to determine their
m tactical tasks in the new situation and to develop the
uggle for the purging of the ranks of the Comintern from
portunist rottenness.

But we must take into consideration that Right-opportunist
dencies do not only come from, so to speak, “avowed” Right
i conciliatory elements. They penetrate also by other means.
| example of this is Comrade Varga.

His speech and written amendments were already strongly
posed at the Plenum. I will deal only with two fundamental
rendments of his: 1. re the reparations problem and 2. re
: standard of living of the working class.

In regard to the reparations problem in conaection with
* Young-Plan, Comrade Varga proposed an amendment
lich, among other things, contains the following statement:

“The accentuation of imperialist contradictions which
not one of the main imperialist powers thinks it at present
expedient to solve by means of war, makes necessary an
attempt at temporarily bridging over these contradictions
in regard to the reparations question.” »

And then, the statement at the end of this amendment:

*As imperialist contradictions become more acute, the
problem of reparations will once more assume an accen-
wated form.”

One cannot help wondering how a participant in the pre-
nt Plenum could arrive at such palpably opportunist con-
usions in regard to reparations. Firstly, according to Com-
ade Varga, “pot one of the main imperialist powers thinks it
| present expedient to solve by means of war” the accentuated
mperialist contradictions. Comrade Varga asserts this, although
its say just the opposite. Everyone knows that the danger of
nother imperialist war is growing from day to day. This
would also be known to Comrade Varga, but we get just the
pposite in his “amendment”. Secondly, Comrade Varga has
one the length of saying that the Young-Plan means temno-
arilv bridging over these (imperialist) contradictions. But if
e Young-Plan could temporarily bridge imperialist contra-
ictions, in the estimation of imperialism, truth would be noi
o the side of Communism, but on the side of social-reformism.
omrade Varga chimes in, in this case, with the social-demo-
rats, he denies that precisely as the result of the carrying
rough of the Young-Plan of reparations, a further accen-
sation of internal contradictions (above all in Germany itself)
™ also of contradictions between the capitalist States (America-

Great-Britain, the Anglo-French bloc and Germany) is inevi-
table. Thirdly, according to Comrade Varga, the reparations
problem will once more assume an accentuated form only “as
imperialist contradictions become more acute”. But this is quite
reformist: it seems that imperialist contradictions are tempo-
rarily bridged over and their accentuation will come in some
dim future, bringing with it also an accentuation of the repa-
rations problem. Comrade Varga has relegated the accentuation
of the reparations problem to the dim and distant future,
displaying exceptional faith in the plans and capacities of Mr.
Young and sucﬂ like people. Such views are akin to reformist
illusions and have nothing in common with the views of the
Comintern. By his amendments, Comrade Varga wanted to
“correct” the Comintern, but as we can see by all that was
said, if he be not “corrected” himself, Comrade Varga will not
fiad himself in a Communist position.

Just as opportunist is his amendment re the standard of
living of the working class. Comrade Varga proposes instead
of the words: “capitalist stabilisation is lowering its (of the
working class) standard of living”, the words: “decreasing its
share in its own production.” Comrade Varga’s statistical-
economic arguments in favour of his amendment, are. to say
the least, not serious. What he wanted to prove is in sub-
stance, that the general position of the working class gets worse
without a lowering of its standard of living. But these proois
are quite unconvincing and obviously contradictory. His decla-
ration in the second speech at this Plenum, that he doss not
assert that the standard of living of the working class is
rising, shows only how confused his ideas are in regard to
this question. And yet. in the report and in the discussions.
enough arguments and facts were given which cannot be refu-
ted by any of Comrade Varga’s sophisms. who denies the fact
of the lowering of the standard of living of the working class
under the conditions created by canitalist rationalisation. But
the objective meaning of this denial is an endeavour fo give cap-
italism a favourable comnlexion. inclination to agree with the
apologists of capitalism from the social-reformist camp.

One more remark in regard to Comrade Varga. Comrade
Varga defends his position stubbornlv. He spoke twice at this
Plenum in defence of his amendment. However, it is not enough
to say that Comrade Varga is wrong in substance. for by
trying to drag hack the Plenum to questions already examined.
explained and finally decided by the Comintern, he is nlaying
here. so to speak. a rectionary role. This at the time when the
Plenum is confronted with important new questions, 1 think
it will be as well to concentrate our attention on the new
revolutionary tasks which have arisen before the Comintern.

But in this respect. we shall have to learn not from Com-
rade Varga but from the practice of the revolutionary struggle
of the workers avainst capitalism and its lackevs in the refor-
mist camn. Attemnts are made to drag us back, but we must
holdlv march on towards the new revolutionary tasks of the
Comintern.

2. The New After the VI. Congress.

Let us take now the main question — what is the new
ftr the VI. Congress of the Comintern? The Comintern's
aswer to this question must lay down the fundamental tasks

the Communist Parties for the immediate future.

. The draft resolution which the Plenum is tn consider.
iWes this answer. It contains the following statament:
. “What is new since the VI. World Congress is the obvious

Swing to the left of the international working class and the

evelopment of another revival of the revolutionary latour

movement.”

‘ Thxs,s}atement from the draft resolution must be taken
ogether with what is said in the corresponding part of the
DwilSmns of the VI. Congress. The VI. Congress said that
i!abqlg' to the ever-increasing disorganisation of the capitalist
ialis: 1sation and the growing accentuation of the general capi-
| Crisis “the general swing to the Left of the working class
{hep""gressmg in the European couniries”. My quotation from
el alt resolutoin says already something more. It says.
due that the swing to the Left of the international working
i;a.ls already obvious and, secondly, that we witness ‘‘the

development of another revival of the revolutionary labour
movement”. While the first statement indicates the veneral
background of the development of the international labour

movement. the second gives already a definite characteristic of
that which is new as well as important in the present deve-
lopment. The main thing is evidently what the Comintern can
and must say at the present juncture about the development
of a new revolutionary wave.

Before dealing with facts descrintive of the new revolutio-
nary revival, 1 want to deal with the so-called “third period”
in connection with the question of the new revival.

We have hitherto heard in our ranks purely scholastic
arguments concerning the third period.

As you know, in the economic sphere the third period
means that capitalism has exceeded the pre-war level, that in
a number of industries and countries a rapid growth of tech-
nique and rationalisation of production is going on. That car-
tels and trusts are growing, and also tendencies towards state
capitalism. Simultaneously, we witness the accentuation of the
fundamental contradictions of capitalism. contradictions within



F 1046

|

International Press Correspondence

Ne

the capitalist countries and contradictions between imperialist
states, contradictions between the latter and the colonial coun-
tries and, finally, contratictions between the imperialist camp
and the country of socialist construction. All this means accen-
tuation of the general capitalist crisis. But what can the accen-
tuation of the capitalist crisis and the increasing shattering
of capitalist stabilisation mean? It can only mean one thing,
that within capitalism itself are growing the forces which wull
explode capitalist stabilisation. Tne scholastic side of the argu-
ments about the third period counsisis in the attempt to separate
this period in the devetopment of the post-war capitalist crisis
by some sort of a wall from the period of collapse of capitalist
stabilisation, the period of a new revival of the internation!
proletarian revolution. 1 want to say that just as there was
no Chinese wall between the preceding periods of development
of post-war capitalism, the ‘“third period” is not separated
by any wall from a direct revolutionary situation. The V1. Con-
gress had every reason {o speak of the third period in spite
of the fact that the biggest capitalist country — Great Britain —
has not yet reached the pre-war level, whereas one of the
characteristic features of this period is that capitalist economics
have exceeded the pre-war level. Also, we cannot help seeing
considerable difierence in the development of the capitalist
crisis and, in this connection, a difference in the development
of the new revolutionary revival in the individual countries.
However, we can and must say that the fundamental facts in
the international development after the V1. Congress show
clearly that there is a revival of the revolutionary labour
movement, and that this revival is spreading. Only pedants,
not capable of understanding the revolutionary dialectics of
social development, can look for strict delimitation lines divi-
ding one period of development from another, dividing espe-
cially the so-called *third period” from the period of the
directly revolutionary situation. In reality, we witness in the
third period the development of another revolutionary revival
which, at an opportune moment, is bound to develop — as if
unexpectedly and by some outside impulse — into a directly
revolutionary situation. It js for this reason that the fact of
the Comintern drawing attention to the development of
another revolutionary revival must be borne in mind by the
Communist Parties,

I am coming now to facts characteristic of the new revi-
val. There are plenty of such facts. I will enumerate only the
most important: the gigantic conflict (lockout and strike) in
the Ruhr, the general strike in Lodz, the militant strike of
tens of thousands of cotton operatives in North France, the agri-
cultural labourers’ strike in Czechoslovakia, unprecedented in
regard to perseverance, the general cotton operatives strike in
Bombay. These big conflicts in the various countries were not
of an isolated character, their background was the ever-deve-
loping economic struggle of the working class in these coun-
tries and in a number of others. Suffice it to say that there
were over 100 strikes every month in France since the begin-
ning of 1929. The united front of employers’ organisations,
reformist unions and the bourgeois authorities which opposes
the working class, lends this economic struggle a politital cha-
racter. Incidents such as the May barricades in Berlin, the
armed resistance of the Pabvanitzky workers to the police,
viewed in connection with the demonstrations and strikes in
various countries, show that the economic struggles of the
toiling masses tend to assume higher forms of revolutionary
struggle. Just as the general strike in Bombay indicates deve-
lopment of the revolutionary movement in India, the May barri-
cades in the working class districts of Berlin indicate the deve-
lopment of the revolutionary movement in Europe, and above
all, in Germany. It is in this connection that we must consider
the success of the Communist Party at the recent factory com-
mittee elections in Germany. One must also take into consi-
deration that in a number of countries — Poland, the Balkans
— there is revolutionary ferment among the peasaants. In this
connection, I would like to point out that up 10 70.000 peasants
participated in the May Day demonstrations in various parts
of Poland, and did so under revolutionary slogans.

In view of all these facts which bear witness of a revo-
lutionary revival, we must ask ourselves what constitutes the
nature of this revival. In this connection, we must try to
understand the peculiarity of the revolutionary revival in the
labour movement at the present juncture.

This revival is of course connected with the growing ca-
pitalist crisis and the accentuation of the fundamental contra-

dictions of the capitalist system. This brings with it wor
of the position of the proletariat, growing capitalist oppr:
of the toiling rural masses, increased oppression on the p:
imperialism in the colonies. The worsening of the pos:
masses of workers is bound to be an incentive to revolu:
struggle against capitalism. The peculiarity of the preser:
tuatron is — that the accentuation of the fundamental -
dictions of capitalism and the worsening of the position v
masses resulting from it, is taking place at the time wher »
cialist economic reconstruction in the U.S.S.R. has beer ;
an unprecedented impetus. This fact is of emormous wors ~
portance. Transition to the period of reconstruction i1
U.S.S.R. means further accentuation of the fundamental %
tradiction of the contemporary epoch, the contradiction benz’
fundamentally opposed and drreconcilable systems; the <=
of declining capitalism and the system of ascending socia:=
There is no doubt whatever that the revolutionary revii< 3,
the labour movement of the capitalist countries is closely ==
nected with the growth and socialist economic reconstru-=
in the Soviet Union. It seems to me that this point has %
been sufficiently taken into consideration at the Plenum. I %
therefore deal with it in greater detail later on. But | i
already draw attention to the fact that the impetus which =
been given lately to socialist construction in the U.S.S.R. =
parts a special character to the revolutionary revival in x
international labour movement.

The present revival has an intermational character. In i~
of diversity of degree and character, there is every reasor
say, on the strength of facts from the labour movement in "~
biggest capitalist countries, that the revival is of an dntern::-
nal character.

One can ask, when did this revival begin? A serious
lysis of this question is certainly of ‘considerable importaz.
but it is useless to speculate amateurishly as to the day -
month ‘when 4he revival started. Here are a few explanuo:
which will help to answer this question. We can record &'
already the IX. Plenum of the E. C. C. I. (February 192 re+-
lised the mnecessity of a change in the tactic of the bigg™
European Parties (France, Britain) owing to the swing to '*
Left which the labour movement in Europe had taken I :
also from this viewpoint that the fundamental decisions o B¢
IV. Congress of the R.I.L.U. in the beginning of las j&f
were made. Finally, already the VI. Congress of the Comme&s
pointed out that the specitic feature of all economic collis
between capital and labour was their “unusual sharpness™ &
that “every strike is assuming a political, i. e. a general ¢
character”, that “the resistance of the working class which
already recovered from the serious defeats of the preceding
riod, i1s growing” (the italics are mine, V. M.). But even!
VI. Congress did not speak about a new revolutionary reviii
It is only this Plenum of the E.C.C.1. which — basing %
on the enormous number of recent facts — can and certar’
must categorically declare that a revolutionary revival is
veloping.

It goes without saying that this revival is taking differe]
forms in the different countries. We witness its clearest
in such European countries as Germany, Poland and Fran
To them must be added India where the revival of the rew
lutionary movement is gradually developing into revolutc
It was correctly pointed out in the discussion that the analys
of the revolutionary revival in these European countries and
India deserves careful attention on the part of the Comnt®f
This, however, does not mean that questions connected ¥
the revival of the labour movement in Britain, the U.S.A.
other countries, can be relegated in the background.

We must now turn our attention to the attempts made !
our ranks to question the fact of the revolutionary revival S¥
efforts are being made by the Right-conciliatory opportunss!
Their favourite argument is: how can one speak of a revolut
nary revival now, in 1929, considering that we did not %
about it 3 years ago, at the time of the General Strike _B“-
tain and the high tide of the Chinese revolution? That it
wrong to put the question in this manner, is obvious. It W
be a serious error to deny the revolutionary importance to
whole labour movement of facts such as the general strike!
Britain and the Chinese revolution in 1926—27, or evf
well-known insurrection in Vienna. More than that w
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hese facts we would not have the rapid development of events
uch as .we witness now. The general strike in Britain, as well
s the Chinese revolution have greatly helped to undermine
apitalist stabilisation. They played the role of a powerful bat-
ering-ram in regard to capitalist stabilisation. But in the then
ituation, these events were characteristic only of individual
ountries (Britain, China). They found no echo in the other
ountries. Now, we have a different situation.

Now the situation is such that in all the chief capitalist
ountries of Europe events are taking place which mark the
evelopment of a revolutionary revival which is characteristic
ot only of this or that country, but certainly of a number
f imponrtant countries in Europe and outside Europe.

It is too early to speak of the development of another re-
olutionary wave in China. But even there, the situation is
ar from being quiet. On the contrary, there is constant revo-
utionary ferment, The revolutionary forces of town and coun-
ry are certainly growing. Although it is too early to speak
i a new revolutionary wave in China, it would be nothing
thort of contemptible liberal shortsightedness to deny the
rrowth of class oontradictions in China and the fact that pre-
nises are being created for another revolutionary wave. But
>t particular importance now is the development in India where
he revolutionary movement is getting hold of ever-growing
wmbers of workers and, partly, of peasants. Moreover, the
levelopment of the revolutionary movement in India is of enor-
mous revolutionary importance for the whole East, and, parti-
cularly, for China and the revolutionary movement there.

At present, there is nothing as important to the international
labour movement as the general strike in Britain was a few
vears ago. However, this general strike remained isolated, on
the whole, it did not directly develop into a revolutionary situa-

I

tion even in Britain. On the other hand, the economic and po-'
litical struggles of the working class which are developing now .
in Germany, Poland, France, Czechoslovakia and other LCuro- -
pean countries, as well as in America and Asia, show that the
revolutionary revival on an international scale is a fact. There.
fore, only Philistine oonciliators in our ranks can deny that
we are rapidly approaching evenis of greater magnitude than
the British general sirike in 1926.

All what has been said here shows that it is incumbent
on the Communist Parties to get ready for big revolutionary
events, for new revolutionary struggles of great magnitude.
We must raise the sense of responsibility in the ranks of our
Parties before the working class in regard to the mobilisation
of the revolutionary forces for new big class struggles. Much
depends on the Commmunist Parties, as the orgamised vanguard
of the proletariat, in regard to converting the present economic
struggles into a revolutionary struggle for power, for conquest
of the proletarian dictatorship.

It is in this sense that the May incidents in Berlin are of
exceptional importance. The May Days in Berlin represent a
turning point in the class struggle in Germany, they give an
impetus to the revolutionary labour movement in Germany. As
it is said in our resolution, “they show that there is a tendency
in the economic movement of the proletarian masses to deve-
lop into higher forms of revolutionary struggle”. These
events have given prominence to the fundamental problem of
revolutionary revival, namely, the problem of higher forms of
revolutionary struggle, not only as far as the German workers,
but the whole international proletariat is concerned. This pro-
blem has become now the actual problem of the proletarian
movement, Those who deny this. are not revolutionaries, not
Communists, but rotten, pitiable reformists. (Applause.)

3. The Revolutionary Revival and Our Tasks.

1t is now clear in what connection we must consider our
practical tasks. :

The main task of the Communist Parties is conquest of the
majority of the working class. This task must receive special
attention under present circumstances, when we are witnessing
1 revolutionary revival. We must categorically declare that
conquest of the majority of the proletariat implies conquest of
the leading role in the labour movement by the Communist
Parties. Not unless in every action of the workers. in every
strike and demonstration and in every factory committee elec-
tion campaign, the Communist Parties are able to enter the
ranks of the proletarian vanguard and to rally around them-
selves the mass of the workers, will thev he able to secure the
leading role in the labour movement. Only stubborn struggle
for the leading role in all the actions of the masses. will qua-
rantee to the Communist Parties support by the working class,
and this is our main task. :

_ In this connection, considerable importance attaches to the
discussion of the new Communist tactic in the economic struggle
at this Plenum. This tactic was to a great extent already out-
lmed by the IV. Congress of the R.LL.U. A year after this
Congress, we can already speak of considerable experience in
the application of this factic. When summing up now this
experience, the Executive Committee must pay special attention
1o strike tactics and strike leadership and, above all, to work
among the uporganised. This includes also struggles against the
expulsion of Communists from reformist trade unions, establish-
ment. under certain conditions, of revolutionary trade unions,
establishment, in enterprises, of bodies of revolutionary
Tepresentatives elected by the workers, and work in factory
touncils. Finally, this includes also the general question of
"ew forms for the -application of the proletarian united front
factic, as well as a question which is assuming more and more
'mportance, mamely. that of linking up the economic strugele
?:rit;‘te workers with the fundamental class tasks of the prole-
" We can already record considerable success in the carrying

rough of these new tasks. Maximum importance attaches to
the experience of the workers of Germany. France and Poland.
L & the countries which are now in the forefront of the
Tevoluhonary revival.

L

We have here already a test of the new tactic, and many
examples of new forms in the organisation of the working class.
This experience must be verified, and also extended and inten-
sified, it must become the propertly of the entire international
proletariat. We can on no account limit now our practical tasks
to so-called “tried” methods, forgetting that a new situation
demands new methods, new forms of struggle, mew organi-
sations, new ways in getting hold of the masses. To forget
this, is tantamount to forgetting the main thing with regard
to winning the majority of the working class for Communism.

I will not dwell on all these questions which are connected

. with our practical tasks in the orgainsation of the economic

struggle of the working class. I will limit myself to emphasing
the exceptional importance of the united front tactic in its new
forms, in its correct application from below. Now more than
ever before, the tactic of agreements with reformists, of coa-
litions between revolutionary and reformist organisations. is
unacceptable and harmiul. All the more necessary is it to emphasise
the importance of the struggle for Communist leadership in
the mass actions of the proletariat. Only energetic participation

" of Communists as the most advanced workers in every mass

demonstration of the proletariat, only ®active support of everv
mass action of the working class, combined with ruthless
struggle against the social reformists, and especially their
“Left” wing, can create the premises for the conquest of the
decisive sections of the working class by Communism. Only
by such factics. by making use of all the new forms and me-
thods for the organisation of the working class, will the Com-
munist Parties be able to bring over to their side the majority
of the working class and to march at its head in the struggle
for power and for proletarian dictatorship.

Here one must say something about the role of political
mass strikes in the present period.

The capitalist offensive agains{ the working class has
been meeting lately with ever-growing resistance on the part
of the proletariat. The economic struggle of the workers is in
some cases no longer a defensive struggle, it is assuming a
counter-offensive character, and is at times a regular offensive.
The bloc of employers’ organisations and reformist trade
unions which collaborates with the bourgeois State apparatus.
is an incentive to the workers to take up new forms oi strugcle.
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it leads to the conversion of economic siruggle into political.
However, these demonstrations against the capitalists and their
reformist lackeys are still of a disjointed character. Hence, our
duty to give a uniform direction to the growing activity of the
masses and to lead it into the channel of general proletarian
class struggle. At the present juncture, the political mass strike
can be such a channel. The problem of the political mass strike
is the decisive problem of all Communist Parties in the imme-
diate future. This is precisely the new, the fundamental and the
most characteristic in the tactical tasks of the Communist Par-
ties at the present juncture. This means that we are getting
very near the new and highest forms of class struggle.

We cannot yet say that we are on the eve of a proletarian
insurrection. But it would be unpardonable short-sightedness
not to remember that the new revolutionary wave is not
separated by a Chinese wall from a directly revolutionary
situation, We cannot waste time speculating where and when
exactly. in what country and at what particular moment, we will
reach a directly revolutionary situation. In this case too, pro-
phesying is not the business of Communists, But we would
not be Communists, if we did not understand that the present
revolutionary wave can develop, at a definite stage — and cer-
tainly. not in the dim and distant future — into a revolutio-
nary explosion, into the highest form of revolutionary struggle.
But this makes incumbent on us to find a revolutionary slogan

4, The Struggle a.gainst Nocial

Under present conditions the question of more energetic
struggle against Social Democracy assumes special importance.
Communist Parties cannot afford to ignore the struggle against
Social Democracy and, above all, against its “Left” wing, which
is betraying the working class in a more subtle way than the
Right. There can be no struggle for the conquest of the working
class by Communism without ruthless and consistent struggle

against social reformism. Struggle against Social Democracy,

and especially against its “Left” wing, is particularly important
now because Social Democracy is degenerating more and more
into social fascism.

The latter question- deserves special attention.

It seems to me, that at this Plenum the discussion about
fascism and, especially. about social fascism was rather academic
in some cases. It goes without saying that a serious study of
the history, nature and character of Fascism, the stages of its
comtemporary development and, especially, a serious study of
the gradual degeneration of Social Democracy imto social
lascism, is of considerable importance to the Comintern. But it
does not follow that in studying the question of Fascism, the
Plenum of the Executive Committee must be converted into
something like a meeting of academicians. The fundamental part
of this question has been studied and expressed by the Com-
intern, for instance, in the decisions of the VI, Congress and
in the Comintern Programme. In the present period of revo-
lutionary revival, our main task consisis in deciding on the
methods of struggle against Fascism and Social Democracy
which is degenerating into Fascism, to be adopted by the
Communist Parties. I thinR that this Plenum should concentrate
its attention on this task.

The workers are lately encountering more and more fascist
methods on the part of the Social-Democrats, The anti-labour
and frankly counter-revolutionary tactics of Social-Democracy,
as demonstrated by the police-socialists of the Zorgiebel type

on May Day in Berlin. show clearly the nature of social fascism.-

The lessons of Social-Democratic police brutality, such as
witnessed in Berlin on May ist and 2nd, and the fact that this
brutality has the support of all social-reformist organisations,
cannot be lost on the proletarian masses. The social-fascist
character of Social Democracy is clearly indicated in the slogans
brought forward now by the Social-Democratic leaders.
Everyone knows that at the last Party Congress, Wels, one of
the leaders of the Social-Democratic Party, brought forward the
slogan of fascist dictatorship, for struggle against the revo-
Intionary proletariat. We see that Social Democracy is frankly
taking up new positions, is degenerating more and more into
avowed social-fascism. The role of social fascism consists in

capable of coordinating the disjointed actions of the masses iz
a general revolutionary class action of the proletariat. In
pesent stage of development, such a slogan is the political ma-
strike, We could not bring forward this slogan if we did n:
find ourselves in a decidedly revolutionary situation. Undc
present conditions, this slogan throws light on all fundament
practical tasks, on our whele tactic at the given moment.

Lenin always attached enormous importance to the workers'
strike movement. He laid special stress on the role of tw
strike movement during the period of the revolution of 1905
as well as later, during the revolutionary wave of 1912—14. He
repeatedly explained not only the importance of combining and
intertwining economic and political strikes, but especially —
using the revolution of 1905 as an example — the impor:anc
of “combining two of the most powerful means of this (revc
lutionary) struggle — political mass strikes and armed ic
surrection.” (Lenin, “The History of the Dictatorship”).

By bringing forward the slogan of the political mass strike.
we are marching towards the highest forms of the revolutionary
struggle of the working class. The practical success of this
slogan will mean that the revolutionary wave is developing into
the highest forms of revolutionary struggle. With the slogan
of the political mass struggle we are meeting half way decisive
revolutionary battles, the proletarian revolution, l{e direc:
struggle for power. (Applause.)

Democracy and Social Fascism.

creating — through the Social-Democratic organisations and
reformist trade unions — cerfain mass support for Fascism
against the working class and against the proletarian revolution
The bourgeoisie is endeavouring to make use of social lascism.
in order to paralyse the proletarian mass struggle agains:
fasaism, in order to paralyse the struggle of the workers against
the bourgeois dictatorship. This means that in the present revo-
lutionary situation the struggle against social fascism, especialls
against its infamous Left wing which is deceiving the working
class by its subtle methods, is of paramount importance.

But the fascist degeneration of Social Democracy is cer
tainly not uniform in all countries, as shown by two examples:
the German Social Democracy and the British Labour Pary.
We know that the MacDonald Government has not yet beea
long enough in ofiice to show its true character to the workers.
Its social fascist character will be divulged gradually, by it
measures against the workers and the proletarian revolution
and for the preparation of another imperialist war, another
attack on the U.8.S.R. In view of the revolutionary character
of the present situation, exposure of the true class character
of the MacDonald Government will be more rapid than usual
Under these conditions the policy of the Labour Government
which means support for capitalist rationalisation and, conse-
quently, increased pressure on the working class, will rapidly
show its outspoken bourgeois and imperialist character. The
MacDonald Government, which has no parliamentary majority.
is now in power by the grace of the bourgeois parties. It has
already shown how anxiously it is looking for support not
only from the Liberals but also from the Tories. The impe-
rialist bourgeoisie gives this support because the “Labour Go-
vernment” carries out loyally the will of British imperialism.
The seli-exposure of the MacDonald Government would be
even more rapid if it could depend on its own majority in par-
liament. In this connection, we can only regret that the “La-
bour Party” does not possess such a parliamentary majority.

One more remark about the “Labour Government” in Great
Britain.

The success oi the Labour Party at the general election is
to a certain exfent due also to the errors of the Communist
Party. Several comrades who spoke here, correctly remarked
that the Labour Party made capital at the general election out
of the erroncous decisions re support for MacDonald’s Party
passed at the last Congress of the British Communist Party.
The enormous difficulties encountered in the struggle against
the old reformist traditions amonyg the British workers have
repeatedly driven our Party into vague and inconsistent tactics
in regard to British social-reformism. This wobbling in our
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has considerably benefited the MacDonalds, Hendersons,
s, Snowdens and others. It seems that the British Com-
st Party has not yet outlived these vacillations. All the
reason for us to declare most emphatically that only con-
t application of the new dtactic under the slogan “class
st class” can raise — though not at once — the prestige
e British Communist Party in the British labour move-
['he more determined our application of this tactic, the
rapid and complete will be the exposure of the Mac-
i Government, and with it, the vindication of the cor-

rectness ol tiis tactic, especially if it be applied with the neces-
sary consistency and ruthlessness in regard to social fascism.
What has been said about those parties of the Il. Inter-
national which are now in power, is descriptive of the real
role of Social Democracy at the present juncture. This role is
that of henchman of imperialism, of tool of fascism. In fact,
social democracy is degenerating more and more into social
fascism. In the period of revolutionary revival, Social Demo-
cracy becomes definitely a component part of the bloc of the
counter-revolutionary forces of the bourgeoisie.

3. The Situation in the Communist Parties.

will deal now with the fundamental ieatures of the deve-
ent of the Communist Parties after the VI. Congress.

said already at the beginning of my speech that the main
re of the development of the Communist International in
period was the struggle against the Right and the concilia-
That this struggle assumed a decidedly international cha-
r and became very sharp, is of course not accidental. In
eriod of revolutionary revival, this is one of the chief
1ses for successful struggle by the proletariat. This is the
when all the weak and rotten spots in the organism of
-ommunist Parties are revealed with remarkable clearness.
ourse, we must not imagine that we have already succee-
in discovering and exposing all that is rotten and oppor-
! in the Communist movement. However, the purging of

Comintern from opportunist rot has made considerable
ress.

| want to give a few facts in this connection.

| will begin with the composition of the Executive Com-
¢ itsell. The growth of the Communist International was
¥: accompanied by purging of the Communist ranks from
al hangers-on, from incorrigible opportunists. After the
-ongress, this process was very rapid. In less than a year
mber of members of the Executive Committee were driven
cly from the ranks of the Executive Committee, but even
i e ranks of the Comintern. They include not only the
“kile renegade Spector (Canada), but even such renegades
‘ovestone (America) and Jilek (Czechoslovakia). The expul-
of these and other (Brandler, Thalheimer) incorrigible
runist is to the advantage of the Comintern. If the German
¥ had Brandlers and Thalheimers in its ranks, it would
nible to do justice to its revolutionary tasks in the present
lion. Marching side by side with avowed renegades, and
lising the masses for the struggle for the proletarian dicta-
"IN is incompatible. 1f the Communist Party of Czecho-
ia had in its ranks people such as Hais, Neurath and
- It could not march in the forefront of the revolutionary
#ariat,  These people are decidedly heading for Social
ocracy and are unfit for the revolutionary struggle.

The cleansing of the Comintern ranks from these degene-
s and avowed renegades is the premise for the further
\ih. development and consolidation of the Comintern. It is
b replacing such leaders by new leaders, especially from
riks of the workers who have gone through the school of
' druggle, that our Parties’ can become real leaders of the
any class.

The Comintern paid special attention to the situation in
American Communist Party.

A special E.C.C.1, delegation was sent to the last Con-
h of this Party. Subsequently, a commission of the Pre-
m of the E.C.C.I. worked séveral weeks in Moscow and
¢ a careful study of the situation in the American Party.
n: the work of this commission, it became clear that the
Uive of the Party, headed by Lovestone, is not capable of
ne through the line of the Comintern. This Executive
;‘E‘d the line of the Comintern under the pretext that
rica finds itself in an exceptional position. By this theory
Merican exclusiveness, Lovestone & Co. endeavoured to
wise their infamous pro-American imperialist policy. Love-
¢* behaviour in"the American Commission showed clearly

¢ has most at heart the inferests of his rotten faction.
®1s not a leader of the Communist Parly, but a stranger
' ranks capable of any nolitical trickery, of downrivht

n
on of the Comintern.” The Presidium of the E.C.C.I.

efiected a radical renovation ol the Executive of the American
Communist Party, creating thereby premises for a truly Bolshe-
vik growth of the Party and consolidation of its authority
among the workers. This example shows that in the years oi
capitalist stabilisation elements have penetrated into our ranks
whose expulsion from the Comintern and substitution by new
leaders connected with the masses, is bound to place the Par-
ties on a sounder basis and promote their success. In the face
of this, what are we to say about those who lament about the
“disintegration” which is supposed to be going on in the
ranks of the Comintern?

Radical change of leadership has also taken place in the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

Here the semi-reformists (Hais, Jilek, Neurath) who for
years concealed their true nature, have come out openly against
the Party and the Comintern. Several Party leaders, together
with the group of parliamentary deputies, began to iniringe
Party discipline, sabotage the economic struggle of the workers
and to make common cause with the police against the workers,
in order to get hold of the trade union apparatus. In spite of
the difficulties which the Czechoslovakian Communist Party is
experiencing in the present stage of its deevlopment, here too.
getting rid of the semi-reformist elements at the Party helm
can ouly strengthen the Party and raise its authority in the eyes
of the masses. 1 think that after all this, we can appreciate
at their right value, the hue and cry about “splits” and “se-
cessions” in the Comintern!

We had to deal with a peculiar situation in the Polish
Communist Party. Not so long ago, the inner-Party struggle
in Poland assumed at times an unprincipled character. Moreo-
ver, both fractions were guilty of opportunisn. Lately, the re-
formist tendencies of the leaders of the so-called “majority”
developed considerably. especially in regard to the most impor-
tant question for Poland, that of the attitude to the P, P. S. The
last Plenum of the C.C. C.P. of Poland arrived at correct
conclusions when it decided to effect a reshifting in the leader-
ship of the Polish Communist Party and to remove irom the
leading centre comrades (Kostrzheva and others) with deci-
dedly opportunist tendencies. One can say now with certainty
that the Polish Communist Party will achieve considerable and
lasting successes in its Bolshevik development and in regard
to extending its influence over the masses.

I must also say something about the situation in the Halian
Communist Party.

As one can easily see, the question of struggle against the
Right and the conciliators was not very clearly put there. The
C.C. C.P. of Italy exhibited in this case considerable vacillation
and, what 1 would like to call, weak-mindedness. The attitude
of the C.C, to Comrade Serra is an example ol this.

In March. the C. C. emphatically condemmed Serra's line
as hostile to the VI. Congress. In regard to this, the Italian
comrades say now that already in March the C. C. condemned
Serra’s stand, but there is of course more justification to say
that, unfortunately, the C. C. condemned Serra's line only in
March. In any case, no matier how belated this decision, it was
absolutely necessary. Although Serra showed himseli to be an
outright opportunist and Kight, the C. C. continued even in
March an utterly unaccountable, in the given case. flirtation with
him. (Hear, hear!) At the March Plenum of the C. C.. Comrade
Serra_declared his intention to resign from the Polit-Bureau.
The C. C. did not only fail to forestall this step by a decision
of its own, it even decided to retain him in the Polit-Bureau.
After an emphatic condemnation of the political line of Serra.
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this decision strikes one as illogical. One can see from the
memorandum distributed by the Italian delegation at the Plenum
by what the C. C. was guided when it made this decision. The
ltalian delegation points to 3 motives: firstly, the C. C. considers
a resignation policy inadmissible in general; secondly. Serra
promised not to make propaganda for his views and, thirdly,
the C. C. wanted to tie Serra more firmly by Party discipline
and control. In the given case, the inconsistency of all these
motives is obvious. In regard to Serra who is openly hostile to
the line of the Comintern, such a decision on the part of the
C. C. was, of course, a gross error. One can only welcome
the present stand of the C. C. C. P. I. which, as can be gathered
from Comrade Ercoli’s speech, has recognised the necessity of
remedying this error and getting complete clarity in this ques-
tion One cannot help saying that it was a mistake on the part
of the Italian Communist Party to have proposed at the VI. Con-
gress Serra as its represemative in the Executive Committee of
the Comintern. In any case, in view of the decision of the Com-
intern to struggle against the Right, a line followed also by the
C. C. C. P. .. a determined struggle against Right elements such
as Serra, is absolutely necessary.

1 will only say a few words about the situation in the
British Communist Party. In regard to struggle against Right
and conciliatory elements, we have not yet arrived at sufficient
clarity in this Party. This was reflected in the composition of
the leading organ of the Party, the Polit-Bureau of the C. C.
Making the political line of the Comintern our point of de-
parture, it is difficult to explain the fact that the most deter.
mined supporters of this line in the British Party were, for
some reason or other. removed from the leading centre, whereas
one should have, just on the strength of this line, the line of
determined struggle against the Right and the conciliators,
strengthened above all this leading centre. In the given circum-
stances, the main thing for the British Communist Party is —
firmness, determination and cousistency in regard to the po-
litical line.

In regard tq the Frenmch Communist Party, 1 will limit
myself to one general remark. Although history has assigned a
irontal position to this Party in the Cominunist movement, one
cannot say that in regard to struggle against the Right and the
conciliators full clarity exists already in the Party. Here our
task evidently consists in raising the struggle against the Right
and the conciliators to the level it deserves., namely, that of
principle. Only clearness as to principle and consistency in the
struggle can guarantee the further growth of the Party and
success in the struggle against opportunist deviations.

1 will not speak about the situation in the other Communist
Parties. But one has only to point to the Communist Party of

Right opportunists has not yet properly develo,

Sweden and its attempt to postpone the May Day demoms
owing fo the inclemency of the weather, as well as its
opporiunist line in parliament, to realise that struggle
in so
munist Parties. And yet, the political situation is such
incorrect or even a not perfectly clear line in this question
disarmament of the proletarian vanguard on the eve of i
revolutionary events.

At the present juncture, we must be particularly ener.:
in exposing our political weaknesses and organisational <
comings Comrade Piatnitzky gave in his speech many L
which speak of serious defects in the organisational work 4
Communist Parties. Comrade Piatnitzky's data re growth » ‘s
Parties. work of nuclei in factories and works, state d :»§
tational-propagandist work etc., require serious consider. %
In the period of preparation for big revolutionary evens §
incumbent on the Communist Parties {fo consolidate
strengthen in every possible way their organisational pos
The political line of the Comintern, after many stages o
velopment, has become the truly Leninist line of the
labour movement. The approaching revolutionary events w!
a general test not only of our political line. but also o
organisational gains. In the meantime, already the May :
dents in Berlin have shown that, even if the hne and sacr:
the Parties are correct, organisational defects are very 1.
to the fore. This must be a lesson to all our Parties.

When summing up the struggle against the Righ
portunists, the Plenum must take imto account the role of
conciliators in the given circumstances. It goes without sa:
that the Right elements who not so long ago were still in
ranks of the Comintern, such as Brandler and Thalheimer.
already outside the Communist movement. On the other hist
so-called “conciliators” have, in all fundamental questions o' -
Communist movement, already identified themselves wit1 *
Right. After the expulsion the Right liquidators, the o+
ciliators became the centre of atiraction of opportunist eleme:
and are in fact playing the role of the Right. Therefore
conditions brought forward in the resolution on which the =~
ciliators can remain in the ranks of the Party, are minimam 57
absolutely necessary, conditions. Those who can not dissocs-
themselves from the Right deviators, who do not carn x
real struggle against them and do not carry through tbe o=
cisions of the Comintern. can no longer remain in the Commiesr
This must be our guide in our attitude to the conciliators, Ar:
attempt on their part to raise in our ranks the banner
opportunism. will be energetically resisted by the Comume-
Our slogan is — smash the Right and opportunism. (Applau®

6. The Soviet Union and the C. P. 8. TU. (b).

I am coming now to the situation in the U. S. S. R. The
U. S. S. R. question too must be comsidered in close connection
with the international revolutionary revival. ,

It i1s not accidental that the development of the new re-
volutionary wave throughout the world coincides with an un-
precedented growth and development of socialist economic re-
construction in the U. S. S. R. The importance of the Soviet
Union as a revolutionising factor in the international labour
movement is a well-known fact. Since the U. S. S. R. has, entered
the period of reconstruction, and especially since the Soviet
Union has begun to carry out the Five-Year Plan of “great
works”. the role of the U. S. S. R. as the international revo-
lutionising factor has been given additional prominence. The
impetus given to socialist construction in the U. S. S8, R. has
a powerlul efiect on the growth of the revolutionary forces
throughout the world. In its turn, the Soviet Union gets more
strength and firmness from this growth ol international revo-
lutionary iorces. The Five-Year Plan of socialist construction is
not only the basis of the U. S, S. R.. but also the prop and
pillar of the world proletarian revolution,

A few remarks about the Five-Year Plan itself.

We have alreadv begun to carry out the Five-Year Plan.
You know that the current economic year is the first year of the
Five-Year Plan. Fven sceptics are becoming convinced now that
this Plan is not a scrap of paper. Realisation of the Five-Year
Plan is something more than threefold increase of industrial

output compared with the pre-war period. This is by no me.:
a dream of the Communists in power, but a very real Plan ¥
socialist economic construction. More than that, one can =
already that this is after all only a minimum Plan of socua®
construction in the coming five years.

Only a few weeks have passed since the Party and
supreme organs of the Soviet power confirmed the Five-Yx!
Plan. In the course of these weeks, a further study of the varos
parts of this Plan has been possible, and there is every reaﬂ
to assert that in several very important spheres we will ¢
siderably exceed our projected tasks. I will give you sever
characteristic statistical data taken from the Supreme Econor
Council.

1 will begin with the heavy industry. In the mining
dustry, the Five-Year Plan provided for a 3.5-fold increase oi
duction compared with the pre-war period, whereas a 4.6-fold
crease is anticipated now. In the metallurgical -industry,
anticipated increase is from 3.1 to 3.3 (in the coloured me:
urgy from 3.4 to 4.4). Agriculiural machinery, from 4
47 times. In the electro-technical industry, from 49 to 3
In the chemical industry from 4.6 {o 5.1. In the primary dressi
of fibre. from 2.9 to 3.4 times,

As to the light industry, the increase is to be mainlv
the following branches: paper, from 2.5 to 3.3 times; poliy
phic. from 2 to 2.5; chemical, from 25 to 2.9; rubber. ir
2.4 to 2.5 times,
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It has become clear that the Five-Year Plan is particularly
ficient in regard to branches which provide raw material
¢ industry. Thnis has caused the C. C, C. P. S, U, (b) and the
spective Soviet organs to pay special attention to such bram-
es of our national economy as cotton, timber and fisheries.
iese branches will be energetically developed, which will
able them to abmost double their output compared with the
psiderable growth laid down in the Five-Year Plan. Thus,
¢t Five-Year Plan is not only a very real plan but, as it
comes more and more clear, a minimum Plan. This in its
m means that the development of socialist construction in
e U. S S. R, as the basis of the imternational proletarian
volution, is making gigantic strides.

But this does not mean that the U, S, S, R. has not to cope
ith enormous difficullies in the given period. On the contrary,
¢ Soviet Union has entered now upon the most difficult stage
socialist construction — the stage of socialist reconstruction
small peasant farms. In this connectionm, it is clear why the
ruggle against the Right opportunists has assumed such im-
ntance in the C. P. 8. U. (b). The carrying through of the
meral line of determined attack on the capitalist elements and
socialist reconstruction of the most backward and difiicult
anch of economy — agriculture — meets at present in the
nks of the C. P, S. U. (b) with considerable vacillations. The
izht and the conciliators in the ranks of the C. P. S. U. (b)
e set against the Leninist line of the Party a liberal oppor-
mist dine. Of this line of the Right opportunists in the
.P.S.U. (b), the most frank exponent was again Serra.

We will have to devote now a little time to the liqui-
atory philosophy of Serra who blurted out what the Right
1the C. P. S, U, (b) have in their minds, but are not in the
ahit of speaking out.

ln his report addressed to the C. C. of the C. P. of Italy,
.omrade Serra discusses also the policy of the C. P. S. U. (b).
he Right, liquidatory character of his stand is shown in all
i nakedness. Serra’s frankness is a direct contrast to his philo-
ophy which he evidently imbibes 1o a great extent from Right
ources in the C. P. 8. U. (b). Serra writes, or to be more
wrredt, slavishly copies from one of our Rights, that agricul-
‘we in the “Soviet Unjon is threatened with degeneration”.
-ontrary to the XV, Congress of the C, P, S, U, (b) which, it is
iieged, “clutched at the illusion that the moment has already
rrived to dintroduce thorough changes in the agricultural po-
icy”, Serra declares that ‘‘the XV. Congress left the ground of
ke XIV. Congress too soon”. Then he goes on to say ‘“one
lust appraise the decisions of the XV. Congress concerning
he development of collective farms in the light of this erroneous
sumation”. Thus, that which is already becoming quite clear
0 the mass of poor and middle peasants in the Soviet Union,
tems t0 Serra a dangerous “illusion”. Serra’s inferences are
lzo of course entirely in the spirit of bourgeois liberalism.

. His programme “Promotion of the prosperity of the country.
de ag a whole” (the italics are Serra’s). It seems that people
¥ho are for “prosperity of the countryside as a whole”, i. e. also
or the prosperity of the kulak, still dare call themselves Com-
mumists, It seems that we had till quite recently people in our
riks who, as Serra goes on to say, think it necessary “that the
mnimum income of the kulak should become the average in-
‘ome of the mass of thre peasantry” (the italics are Serra’s), Such
tre the kulak dreams of Serra which give away completely the
haracter of the Right tendency in the C. P, S. U. (b). Serra is
wlly only borrowing someone elses tune of bourgeois-liberal
I'ues. But does not. after all, the ideology of the Right
“Pportumists approximate to bourgeois-liberal ideology.

Serra’s line is incompatible with the line of the C. P. S. U.
b). Serra’s line, as well as that of all Right opportunists, is the
line of capitulation before the kulak. The line of our Party is
Lhey_lme of determined attack on the kulak, The gulf between the
Micy of capitulation before the capitalist elements and the
mlicy of increased attack on them cannot be bridged over. They
ire two irreconcilably opposed lines.

T serra’s outiook is the limited outlook of a petty-bourgeois.
; ough he spent several months in the U. S, S. R, no ray of
20t has reached his narrow outlook from the facts the number
‘l" .Whldl is growing from day to day in our country. | mean
ACis of the steadily developing socialist reconstruction of the
‘uuntryside. The growth of socialist elements in our agriculture is
0 rapid that even the Party could not foresee it 18 months ago.

at the XV. Congress. None of us could assume that only in the
course of last year the number of collective farms would
double, Moreover, the growtih of collective farms is no less
rapid this year. None of us thought 18 months ago that the
organisation of big Soviet farms would be as rapid as it really
is. We see that last year's grand plans are brushed aside as
totally inadequate and that the plans which we are beginning
to carry out, do not only exceed them but even the recently
adopted Five-Year-Plan, opening up a vista of unprecedented
(throughout the world) possibilities of agricultural production
on a large scale. ‘Here is an example. The Five-Year Plan pro-
vided for this year a sowing area of 1,000,000 hectares through-
out the Soviet farms, whereas the actual sowing area covers
1,800,000 hectares. The Five-Year Plan provided for the next
year a sowing area of 2335,000 hectares, but one can already
see that this area will exceed 3,100,000 hectares (applause).
Throughout the socialist sector, the sowing area is this year
more than double that of last year.

Apart from developing Soviet and collective farms, we have
taken in hand a new big piece of work, organisation of so-called
machinery-tractor centres. These centres which are equipped with
the best agricultural machinery and tractors, are bound by
agreements with the peasants to till their fields and gather in
the harvest. Here, the big production of machinery organised by
the State reaches the peasant farms directly. On the strength of
voluntary agreements with groups of peasants and whole vil.
lages, the tractor centre tills the peasant fields and gathers in the
harvest. The advantages of big agricultural production (better
harvests, greater stability, etc.) are becoming so obvious to the
peasant masses that the machinery-tractor centres have already
established their authority and are encouraging the organisation
of a whole network of collective farms around these centres.
This paves the way to mass collectivisation of peasant farms, and
we are learning by experience that co-operation between Soviet
organs and peasamt co-operatives produces the best effect in this
domain. We have at present only a few machinery-tractor cen-
tres, but a plan has been drawn up and adopted for the
establishment of up to 100 such centres in the course of the year.
They will have to embrace by their work a sowing area of up
to one and a half million hectares, This shows that the organ-
isation of machinery-tractor centres is a big stride in the social-
ist reconstruction ol the coutryside.

Moreover, village soviets are adopting new forms of work
for the development of agriculture. It is for the first time that
village soviets are taking up properly the work of economic-
industrial development. In this respect, the rapid development of
contract methods in corn storing operations has played a very
important role. Enough has been said about the meaning and
importance of the contract method under present conditions,
and I will therefore not dwell on it. I will merely emphasise sonie
other methods in the reconstruction of agriculture on new lines.

Enormous importance attaches to the work caried on by
the Party for the improvement of harvests. In this respect, of
considerable importance were organisational forms such as
passing at thousands of peasant meetings resolutions on the
so-called agrominimum. Over 250.000 agro-representatives have
been elected among the peasantry. to control the carrying through
of the agro-minimum resolutions, These examples give only
a general idea of the numerous and diverse measures taken by
the Party, the Soviets and the co-operatives in the villages. These
measures are mostly directed towards the development of in.
dividual peasant farms, but at the same time, they prepare
the ground for mass collectivisation in the countryside. The
success of collectivisation is based on co-ordination of the whole
work carried on now in the countryside under the leadership
of the Party.

We see already some practical results of the strenuous
work for the development ol agriculture. Facts give the lie to
the silly talk of the Right about the degradation of agriculture.
The autumn session of the Central Executive Committee ol
the U 3. S. R. set the task of increasing this year the sowiny
area by 77%. This decision was made in November when
nothing could already be done {o prevent the curtailment of
winter scwings by 3% as a result of early frost. But in spite
of this curtailment of winter sowings, the general growth of
sowing areas amounts this year to 0%, and this means that
we have managed to increase the sowing areas by 6 million
hectares. Moreover, one hall of this increase is due to the
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growth of the sowing area oi the socialist sector. Such is the
“degeneration” of agriculture about which Serra raised such
a hue and cry. . :

One more remark. Only a few weeks ago the Right and
the conciliators in our Party prophesied that we cannot get out
of our bread diificulties without importing a considerable
amount of corn. They proposed to snatch a hundred million gold
roubles from the U. S. S. R. industrialisation and defence fund,
they proposed a further reduction of the bread ration in our
industrial centres. They raised a hue and cry about the threa-
tening situation (for the Soviet power) in the countryside.
All this turned out to be empty talk. The Party would not hear
of the reduction of the gold fund which guarantees the import
of industrial equipment and the defence of the couniry. The
attempts lo reduce the workers' bread rations were rejected. In
answer to the counter-attacks of the kulaks, the Party gave an
impetus to the mobilisation of the poor and middle peasantry
for an attack on the kulak element. It is already clear that by
a series of measures, above all, by giving an impetus to the
corn storing campaign, by determined pressure on the kulak,
we have secured the normal supply of the workers without
recourse to import of corn. (Applause.)

We are certainly progressing in regard to the solution of
the corn problem. The new experiment in the development of
agriculture must be made use of oa a much larger scale, in
order to radically improve the supply of industrial centres with
foodstuffs. The problem of organising the supply is now con-
fronting us, and it is a big problem indeed.

When speaking of the Soviet Union, one cannot ignore
such a fact as the present socialist competition. It is one of the
most important developments in the U. S. S. R, Only 3 to 4
months -ago, the competition problem was raised as an im-
portant problem of socialist construction. Already the socialist
competition has got hold of enormous sections of the working
class. Go to the factories and works, and you will see that
this is so. Of course, not in every factory the commpetition is
up 1o the mark. There are many shortcomings, many obstacles
have not yet been overcome. However, the competition has
already become the most important method in regard to raising
labour discipline, reducing the cost of production and in-
creasing output.

The first half of the current economic year is mot marked
by satisfactory results in regard to such an important matter
as reduction of ‘the cost of production. But it is characteristic
that since the beginning of the development of the socialist
competition, i. e. since April, a visible change has set in in
this respect. A sign of this is the improvement in the carrying
through of the industrial plan. To judge by the results of the
competition in the first months — April—May — we may be
sure that the main tasks ol the industrial plan will be carried
out this year, and probably even exceed it a little, Such is the
first important result of the socialist competition experiment.

From being a special campaign, the socialist competition is
developing more and more into an everyday question. This is
precisely the guarantee of real success: the socialist competition
1s gradually getting hold of individual groups of workers.
of departments, enterprises and even whole workers’ districts.
The competition system is finding its way also to the villages.
It is applied in collective and Soviet farms. The competition is
between Soviets and co-operatives in regard to raising agri-
culture to a higher level, Competition will play an important
role there as a method of penetrating the village with socialism.
The competition method must form an inseparable part of our
economics, It is the Communist method of socialist construction.
it is our method, it is the method of the U. S. S. R, the
method of the C, P. S. U. (b).

The new tasks of socialist construction peremptorily de-
mand a thorough change and re-organisation of the practice
and methods ol our economic, co-operative, trade union and
Purty organisations. Such re-organisation constitutes now our
main practical task. Inseparalely connected with it is the task
of developing new cadres for all the branches of socialist con-
struction. This is now the sharpest and most pressing problem.

i socialist construction is to be successful, our organs
ill have 1o radically improve their methods of work. The main
cacles to this are red tape. sloth and laissez faire which are

still 1o be found in our ranks. Without determined and :
sistent struggle against red tape in the work of our ecory
trade union and even Party organs, we will not be able 1:
justice to the tasks confronting us. The Party does its u-
to sirengihen the struggle against bureaucracy, to give ¢.-
pcasible encouragement to the initiative of the masses, w -
rect the energy of the working class towards organised -
conscious struggle with the difficulties of socialist construc.-
On the basis of work for the socialist indusirialisation ot =
country, on the basis of the development of socialist elemar:s :
agriculture and through successiul struggle against the activ:»
of hostile class elements, the proletariat of the U. S. S. F :
making progress with socialist construction under the lex-
ship of the C. P. S. U. (b). This enhances the importanc :
the Soviet Union as revolutionising factor in the internati:~
labour movement, as a factor in the present revival of the s~
national proletarian revolution. '

. In conclusion, I will deal briefly with the sitwatiom in ow
Party.

. The main feature of the development of the C. P. S, U.
as well as of the whole Comintern was energetic struggle ag:im
the Right and the conciliators. This could not be otherwise ir
a Party which is in the foremost ranks of the Internation: :
We considered the struggle against the Right opnortunists =
the most important premise of successful socialist construci-
and its accomplishment. The Party would and will have notrr.
to do with wobbling in regard to questions such as the rar.
pace of industrialisation, development of socialist construc-:
in the villages, attacks on the kulak and capitalist elements. - !
general, in town and country.

We cannot help remembering that in our country there -
still favourable ground for the growth of Right-opporu::
moods. We live in a country where the petty-bourgeois elem:
predominates in the population. Through numerous channe-
the pressure of capitalist and petty-bourgeois elements exerc:~
its influence on some sections of Communists. Whenever *
class struggle becomes miore accentuated, this pressure of hos?
social strata increases and is more noticeable. In the Part i<
takes the form of Right deviation. Struggle against the Rich
deviation was bound to become the main task of the Pari 1
the present juncture. In the course of this struggle. the fart: <
growing ideologically stronger and is progressing w1~
higher forms of socialist construction.

The struggle against Trotskyism was of enormou: ™
portance to our Party. In this struggle our PMarty grew ideoic
gically and became strong. At the XV. Congress, the Trotsk:ie
opposition was not only ideologically exposed, but also morz!»
defeated. Since then we have witnessed its final disintegraticr
By attacking the U. S. S. R. and the Comintern in the bou-
geois press, Trotsky has become the direct agent of the ir
perialist bourgeoisie, His recent political friends have to bre:l
with him. New facts in the disintegation of the Trotskyite o
position show that the Trotsky group is rapidly dwindling.

In this connection, 1 must read to you a certain docume:
1 mean Radek’s declaration submitied a few days a%) 1o h
C. C. and C. C. C. This declaration was drawn up by Rada
after a series of conversations with members of the C. C. ar:,
C. C. C. It begins by expressing his agreement with the z&i
neral line of the Party and by announcing his dissociation ir-®
the opposition. There is reason to believe that this document wit
be signed not only by Radek, but also by Smilga and Prei
obrashensky. It is therefore not drawn up in the name of Raud+:
alone but in the name of the three ol them. I will read you :he
main and concluding part of this declaration:

“The most important deduction we made from the oy
licy of the C. C. of the Party was — that this policy i
inevitably leading, at a definite stage, to sliding from pr»
ietarian dictatorship and the Leninist path to Thermidor::s
degeneration of the government and its policy and to :ht
giving up of the gains of the October Revolution withoui
a fight. Our most important accusation against the lead:
ship of the Party was — that this leadership, though agains
its own will, contributes io such sliding, does not fich
the elements of degeneration in the Party and its RicN
elements and will. when the ecomamic crisis will has
reached its climax, iry to find a way out through a Riy
policy, through concessions 1o the kulak, relinquishmen:
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the monopoly of foreign trade and capitulation before world
capitalism.

This attitude of ours in regard to the C. C. C. P. S. U.
and its policy was erroneous, erroneous was therefore also
the establishment of a separate fractional organisation and
its sharp activity the like of which is unknown in the history
of the Party (Secret printing works, November 7th, elc.).

The logic of factional struggle brought us to the stage
when, exaggerating our differences with the C. C. which
had arisen during the fransition from the period of re-
construction to the period of construction, in regard to
tempo of industrialisation, struggle against kulaks, Com-
intern questions, etc., we lost sight of the fact that the
policy of the C. C. was and is a Leninist policy. Therefore,
the XV. Farty Congress was right in condemning our plat-
form for such a stand.

On the strength of the aforesaid, we withdraw our
signatures from the factional documents, declare our full
solidarity into its ranks*).”

Although rather late in the day, Radek has admitled the
rroneousness of his line. “We lost sight of the fact” — says
e — “that the policy of the C. C. was and is a Leninist
olicy.” “Losing sight of such a fact”, we have every right to
onsider a serious error, However, we cannot help welcoming
uch a clear declaration, as well as Radek’s admission that the
V. Party Coongress was right when it condemned the platiorm
i the opposition for its erroneous stand.

Radek’s document putsan_end to the struggle of the DPart
igainst the Trotskyites. After this declaration and after” dissocia-
ion from Trotsky by a number of other prominent followers of

his, Trotsky has not even a small group of old Comumunists
with him in the U. S. S, R, This s trulv the climax of the
disintegration of the Trotskyite opposition. Now Troisky can
only ally himself with counter-revolutionary elements.

The final disintegration of the Trotskyite group in bound to
shed light on the meaning of the political line which denies the
possibility of successiul construction of socialism in our
country. The :inglorious end of orportunism which parades under
“Left” phraseology, is obvious to all. This is one of the most
instructive lessons of the history of ihe Trotskyite opposition.

The chief concern of ihe Party musi be to overcome vacilla-
tions and purge its ranks from outright opportunists. The Right
deviation means repudiation of the class struggle and, conse-
quently, repudiation of Leninism, acceptance ot bourgeois libe-
ralism. Can there be any doubt that the Party which is at the
head of the proletariat and which is engaged in a succesziul
building up of Socialism. will offer as strong resistance to the
Right-conciliatory elements as in the time ol struggle against
the Trotskyite opposition? Of course, there can be no doubt
whatever on this point. Even if some elements in our Party
give way to the pressure of alien class forces and come under
petty-bourgeois influence. the Party as a whole is steadiastly
developing its offensive against the capitalist elements, is driving
out the latter from their positions and is shattering liberal
illusions in the course ol its progress. Not by repudiating the
class struggle and its inevitabie accentuation in the given period,
but by a more eneryetic offensive against the capitalist eleme:its,
is the Party ltuliilling its role of a real Leninist vanguard which
is accomplishing 1ts leadership by means of the successful con-
struction of Sccialism. This is what makes the C. P. S. U. (b)
the foremost dezlachment ot the Comintern.

“. The International Red Day.

Comrades, the revival of the international labour movemant
and Socialis: construction in the Soviet Union are two inter-
wining inseparably connected phenomena. They are helping one
mather and, (ogether, are guaranteeing the advent of a powertul
iew revolutionary wave. Both, the international revolutionary
wave and the successful construction of Socialism in the
L. 8. 8. R, mean steady shattering of capitalist stabilisation.
Lonsequently, each of these factors accentuates the problem
which expresses one of the most acute contradictions in the
imperialist system. This means that we witness a ‘terrible
accentuation of the danger of a new imperialist world and new
mtervention against the U. S. S. R. The VI. Congress drew the
itiention of the working class to the danger of another im-
perialist war, This danger is even more imminent now. In view
¢ the present revolulionary revival, it is incumbent on us 1o
mchilise the forces of the working class for the struggle against
the growing danger of new imperialist wars and new im-
Periaiist intcrventions against the U. S. S. R.

t is in this conneclion, that we must consider the question
of August 1st. We haven chosen this date for the international

onstration of the working class against new imperialist
Wars in defence of the U. S. S. R. This demonstration will be
lest of our fighting forces and will indicate to what extent
are prepared lor the approaching new revolutionary
ruggles. It is characteristic that the Comintern is linking up
3 international demonstration with the struggle against im-
1alist wars, in defence of the U. S. S. R. This shows that
the Present juncture the danger of imperialist wars and in-
fivention against the U. S. S. R. by imperialsim, is the main
odblem of world development. It is also characteristic that the
mintern has taken up the organisation of internationmal pro-
inan demonstrations. Struggle against imperialism has entered
91 a stage when the inadequacy of disconnected demonstra-
"3 in individual capitalist countries is becoming more and
't evident. Internationalisation of the working class struggle
‘ertainly essential. Finally, characteristic is the very fact of

—_——

“:) This is not the final draft of the declaration published
Ce Pravda” (July 13), but the text sent by Radek to the
- On July 6ih,

the crgaaisation of the International Red Day which certainiv
confains elements of a counter-offensive on the part of the wor-
king class on an international scale. It is also clear that the
Red Day is attracting the aitention not only oi our Iriends in
all countries; around the International Red Day are mobilized
not only the fighting forces of the international proletariat, but
also the forces ol our class enemies. This indicates the enormous
revolutionary importance of the International Red Day. The
demonstration of August Ist is not an ordinary demonstration.
This demonstration must be closely linked up with the whole
econoinic and political struggle of the working class, with all
its militant demonstrations against capitalism, fascism and so-
cial-democracy wkhich is degenerating into fascism. To the Com-
munist Parties. ihis is a serious test. To the international pro-
letariat. this is a means of mobilising its fighting forces. a
means cf international co-ordination of the revolutionary de-
monstrations c¢f the proletariat against imperialism, August Ist
i; one of the most important stages in the concentration of our
forces and in their preparation for the coming decisive revo-
lutionary battles.

Signs of revolutionary revival are the frequent economic
struggles of the proletariat and the new demonstrative actions
of the masses. The economic and political demonstrations of the
working class are assuming a more and more stubborn and
fighting character, they are getting hold of new sections of wor-
kers. In these struggles, the masses get their fighting education,
in these struggles our Parties are getting steeled for their tasks,
and their leaders undergo a final test. The wider the partici-
pation of the masses in these struggles, the more intersive the
revolutionary® influence of these demonstrations on the whole
mass of workers, the more firm the position of the Communist
Parties as revolutionary vanguard of the working class in all
its actions and the more inured the leaders of our Parties be-
come to their tfasks in this revolutionary struggle, the more
certain will be the new successes of the international proletarian
revolution, the more rapid will be our transition from revo-
lutionary revival to a new stage of the victorious proletarian
revolution. (Applause.)

!
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