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'he End of the Hague and the Beginning
of Geneva.

By A.de Vries (Amsterdam).

The conference in the Hague is at an end. The bourgeois
™ reformist press writes about “complete success”, “a great
:gsd(:orward on the road to peace”, “the world policy of

m”,
,..One can admit without hesitation that a great part of the
lwd'x’s. the mutual abuse, the indignation of the servile press
d all the other accompaniments of a normal international
Dnference break-down without achieving any result whatever.

No Power could seriously entertain the idea of letting the
trence breakdown without achieving any result whatever.
But still the fact remains that the national capitalist groups
Interests have not collided so sharply for many years as
® Nave just done at the Hague conference.
hag o idea that the preliminary conference of experts in Paris
mma;“ade all the most important decisions and that all thdt
bans ned for the governments was to sign that which the
ers chose 1o place before them, proved to be quite wrong.
Powers | again the extreme .instability of groupings of the

N S 1n the period of imperialism was shown.

m". the last months of the rule of the conservative govern-
1BTitai:,n Great Britain an alteration in the relations of Great
: lo the United States was becoming apparent and has

®ven intensified under the Labour government.

tonf;

ang

Great Britain, with its old and antiquated industrial organ-
isation and its mass-unemployment, and faced with the threat-
ening problem of the colonial national-revolutionary movement.
did not feel itself l1:repa‘red to take up an immediate struggle
for dominance with its powerful rival. Great Britain needed
a “breathing space” in which to reorganise its forces. to ra-
tiotalise industry, etc.

The culminating point of the diplomatic struggle with the
United States was the agreement between Great Britain and
France concerming the extent of their naval armaments. When
Washington energetically rejected this agreement, Great Britain
saw itself faced with the prospect of an immediate struggle for
dominance with the United States.

~ Great Britain was not yet in a position fo enter on an
armed struggle, and it was therefore compelled to make some
concessions, compromises, etc. Baldwin had had the intention
of visiting Washington himsell in order to bn'ng about a naval
agreement, and MacDonald continued Baldwin’s policy with
energy.

This alteration in the foreign relations of Great Britain
with the United States also immediately affected its relation:
with French imperialism. A coolness made ifself felt at once.
Sir Austin Chamberlain once declared lyrically that he loved
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France like a woman, but the present situation is such as
10 exclude the possibility of any such passionate declaration on
the part of Ramsay MacDonald or Arthur Henderson, not to
mention Philip Snowden. . -

The Young Plan was only made possible because the British
experts agreed to make considerable concessions to France and
ltaly. These concessions were then withdrawn and Snowden
undertook his journey to the Hague in. order to defend the
“right” of Great Britain to obtain a larger share of the proceeds
squeezed out of the exploited German proletariat.

Sgowden's. behaviour af the Hague has attracted a deal
of attention, and justly.

The British “labour” government is the exhibition piece
of the Second (Labour and Socialist) International. It was very
interesting’ 1o observe how the “Socialist” and “Internationalis{”
Snowden coanducted himself in. the -arena of international im-
perialist relations. :

Snowden, that is fo say, the so-called Labour government
which he represented. did not .disoppoint the hopes which the
British capitalists placed upon him. Upon the tield of infer-
capitalist relations also the social democracy has developed from
the servant of capitalist interests into the conscious and willing
champion.

Snowden and his colleagues were proud- of having defended
the pocket interests of British capitalism at the Hague more
energetically, more determinedly, more egoistically and in a
more nationalist and obstinate fashion: than Sir Austen Cham-
berlain would ever have dared.

As a result they have been louded o the skies by the
reactionaries of all shades, from the “Morning Post” and the
“Daily Mail”. The mild criticism of certain liberai circles who
warn Snowden against all too energetic “jingoism” and chau-
vinism and compare Snowden’s policy with that of Palmerston.
supplies the comic effect to the situation. '

Snowden was not able to get his way completely. His attack
upon the Young Plan as such failed, The solution which- was
{inally reached was made -within the Iramework of this plan.
Aud that is understandable, for the strongest Power at the
negotiations, even if it did remain silent for the most part, the
United States, was not prepared to let the plan which owes
its name and its existence to an American citizen. to go by
the board. The Young Plan guarantees the payment of the
Allied debts to the United States, therefore it is inviolable.

Snowden demanded the restoration of me"‘Spa Percentages™,
that is, he wanted 22.5% of the German reparation payments
for Great Britain instead of the 19% olfered by the Young Plan.

Here.too, he was unsuccessful. He succeeded only in securing
the covering of a portion of the difference, although this portion

was the greater part of the difference. as the bourgeois press
calculates, even 80%. ‘

Snowden was compelled to sacrifice another “prir--
although in this case it probably caused him no heart-bi-: |
During the conference he announced that he would only 1
“sacrifices” from France and Italy and not from Germ.
any of the smaller Powers. and the. social-democratic pres: 4
beside itself at such “generosity”. This noble gesture. of .-
came to nothing. - ' o

The money necessary to satisfy Great Britain's de-:
will have to be supplied” by Germany. ) .

A surplus of 300 million Marks remained over fro 4
Dawes payments. Germany was not freed from this under 1
as it had demanded. The “unconditional” payments wh:: §
German Reich has fo make in the first. that is. in the de.
years, will be made more difficuit. FEven the cosis of
cupation incurred by the British, French and Belgian .
will be loaded onto Germany to the extent of 30 million \

In general. the German Reich was considered and :-
at the conference as a second class power. The creditors -
come to an agreement without Gernitany and at Germam - .
The German representatives had the right to pay and 1
vilege of holding their tongues.

What does Germany receive for its willingness?

" The evacutation of the Rhineland by the year 1930. T~
the trump card with which Stresemann defends the new -
fices before the forum of the German bourgeoisie.

Peculiarly enough, this is also the trump card usxi 4
the intesnational social democracy. It welcomes the “emur. -
tion of the Rhineland” as the abolition of a section of th-\ .
sailles Treaty, as an important step towards *the pacii
of the world”. The former President of the Second = -
national sounded this note in his great speech at the ¢l -
the conference, and now the whole of {he internationsi - .
democracy has joined in. .

That which was commenced at the Hague will ce:-
be continued in Geneva. It is certain that relormists an¢
cilists” like MacDonald and Briand will seize the oppor
for a-widespread campaign of pacifist deception.

The social democracy will certainly not let slip the
portunity of fostering the petty-bourgeois illusions absur -
possibility of lasting peace under the domination of imr- -
s in order to lull the proletariat into a sense of secu:: .-
to make if easier for the imperialists and social patriots » I~
the masses to the slaughter again. -

‘e will hear what MacDonald and Breitscheid "¢
say in Geneva. For the moment{ we can see the hard fact::

The German proletariat has been forced to shouider .
almost incredible burden under which it will groan for decs-

At the same time the official policy of the German b
geoisie has gone a step further in its “Western orientatior”.
other words in the direction of a capitalist united front ag: -
the common enemy. the Soviet Union.

Hypocritical phrases about peace, and
tions for imperialist war.
the present situation.

increased prer -
these are the two main facors

The Bloody Events in Palestine.

By P. Kitaigorodski.

The Verszailles Peace Treaty divided the united Arabian
territory of Syria into two paits; Palestine became British
mandate territory and Syria proper was handed over to the
F'rench. British imperialism demanded Palestine because it was
a terrifory adjacent to the Sues Canal and important for the
British in so ‘far as should an insurrection occur in Epypt.
Palestine might be used as a basis for the deience of the Suez
Canal which is so imporfant for the maintenance ol Britain’s
connections with its colonjes. and particularly with Indja.

In the Jewish bourgeoisie in Palestine British imperialism
found a willing instrument for the oppression of the Arab
working masses. In November 1917 the Briish Minister Bal-
four made a “declaration” pledging the British government
‘o establish a “home” in Palesfine for the Jews, (read: the
lewish bourgeoisie). With this declaration British diplomacy
hoped to win the Jewish bourgeoisie of the belligerent coun-

vsoand in particular of America, for the Entente.

During the war the leaders of Zionism organised a -~
called  Jewish Legion drawn from the bourgeoisie and pe:
bourgeoisie; and this leion foucrht in Gallipoli and in Palss .
against the German and Turkish troops. The petty bourge:-
youth of Russian QGalicia, Poland, Roumania and other o -
tries, swept by a nationalist wave, shed their blood in
conviction that they were fighting for the “future of the Jewis
nation".

When British imperialism had achieved its end and o
tained the “mandate” over Palestine, it showed no inclina:
to consider the “ideals and hopes” of the Zionists. From
first day its policy was to direct the bitterness and disx:
faction of the Arabs. who form the overwhelming majoritv -
the population of Palestine (600,000 Arabs as against 1000+
Jews), against the Jews. The British authorities artificia)iv
inflamed the mnational hatred and the religious fanaticism ~
the backward Arab masses against fhe Jews. In 1021, "~

]
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r the responsibility of the British police, there was
us anti-Jewish pogrom. British imperialism needed this
1 as an excuse for suppressing the Arab movement
r setting up the long-planned muitary regime. A severe
Mas dealt at Zionism, )
levertheless the bourgeois and petty bourgeois Zionist
s continued to colonise the country with Jewish emi-
s, chiefly with petty-bourgeois nationalist youths. The
#t trade union organisation *Histadrut” (Palestine Trade
i Federation) which is affiliated to the Amsterdam Inter-
ml (I. F. T. U.), put forward slogans such as “Win the
to work!”, in other words. the State and private facto-
hould employ exclusively Jewish workers., “Win the land!”
ter words, all the land in Palestine should go into Jewish
W elc.
he Zionist organisation carries on a policy directed to-
3 the annexation of Palestine and the violent expropriation
e rellahin (Arab peasants). This policy led to Irequent
y collisions between the Arabs and the Zionists. With
ssistance of the British troops and police, the Zionists of
tades maintained the upper hand. Despite this, Zionism
eded during the whole time of its existence as a political
in establishing only 6,000 Jews as “land-holders”.
e miserable result of the Zionist efforts and their com-
flasco can be seen particularly clearly when one compares
with the great speed with which the Jewish working
es in the Soviet Union are taking up agriculture.
Juring the last two years serious class differentiation has
¢ itsell felt in the Arab camp also. This was expressed
' abandonment of the national-revolutionary movament by
bourgeoisie. The “Arabian delegation™ which represents
poiitical parly of the Arab bourgeoisie, declared itself at
«w.enth Congress last year for co-operation with British
malism. The “Arabian delegation” which, up to then, had
wited the “Constitutional Assembly”™ convened by the Bri-
radically altered its standpoint and demanded of British
-ulism a constitution.
The Arab bourgeoisie is verv much inferested in cominy
+ compromise with British imperialism. naturallv at the
4 the working masses, because it hopes to obtain great

orders (building of a harbour in Haifa winch will also have
strategical importance because it will be connected with Mosul
by a railway, electrical work at the Dead Sea, etc). On the
other hand, the working masses of Palestine, the workers,
peasants, impoverished handicraft workers and the properiy-
le:s population of the towns are gathering in a special revo-
lutionary camp. The bourgeoisie, of course, wishes to maintain
its influence upon the masses. Even now, after its open trea-
chery, the Executive of the so-called Arabian delegation it sull
attempting to deceive the masses with revolutionary phrases
and nationalist slogans. The eyes of the masses, however, have
already been opened.

On the 8th June, in connection with the Mahommedan new
year, a mass demonstration took place in Jaffa against the sale
of lands to the Zionists and against the speculations ol Arabian
land agents, The Communist Party used the opportunity in
order to give the demonstration an anti-imperialist class cha-
racter. In the streefs of Jaffa the shouts sounded: “Down with
imperialism! Down with the feudalists and capitalists!” On the
Ist August Arab and Jewish workers demonstrated jointly in
the towns of Palestire and numerous British and Jewish police
«agents were injured.

The events in Egypt (in connection with the project of an
Anglo-Egvptian agreement) have charged the atmosphere 1in
TPalestine. The British wish to fransier the defence of the Suz/
Canal to Palestine, Ii one adds that after the formation oi the
Labour Govermment the reactionary Zionists adopted a still
more provocative attitude, it can be understood how easily the
British were able to provoke a collision with the Arab: at
the “Wailing Wall”. This was the spark which caused the
powder parrel to explode. The whole ccuntry rose as one man
against the Zionist invaders and the British bandits, The
masses went onto the streets. The insurrectionaries stormed the
barracks uand attacked the British troops.

1t is difficult to give a complete picture of the events in
Palestine. The British censorship mutilates the news of {he
events. But one thing is clear, and that is that the Arab na-
tional-revolutionary movement has taken on the form of an in-
surrection. And this insurrection will cause a loud ccho
throughou: the whole ol the Arabian East.

igainst British Imperialism in Palestine!

Manifesto of the League Against Imperialism.

1. A bloody conflict on a hitherto unprecedented scale has
#ulout between the Arab inhabitants and the immigrant
anst population artificially imported into Palestine under the
‘wrious Balfour Declaration, This general revolt of the Arabs
anst the Zionists is in reality a revolt against the economic
d political serfdom to which tiey have been reduced by
sh Imperialism in Palestine.

L It is in virtue of the anti-imperialist character of the
uiule that the Arabs of Palestine are receiving the moral
d material support of the Arabs of Egvpt, Syria and Trans-
rdiia as well as of the masses of the indian people engaged
2 revolutionary struggle for liberation from the yoke of
“tsh Imperialism.,

3. The Arab population of Palestine rightly regards the
st movement as the main instrument of British imperialist
Pioliation in their country. With the help of Zionist capitalist
I:i 'ascist organisations, the Arabs are bheing systematically
frorriated and impoverished. and the landless peasants con-
"“”“}'d o unemployment or reduced to the position of Coolies
M_“E ‘Philantropic” pretext of providing a home for the
. down-trodden Jews of the world, the Zionist capitalists
‘\;‘”k‘“g possession of Arab lands while poor Jewish wor-
ogre being imported to work for them and for British
gt mlhtary and strategic enterprises in DPalestine.
"“'I:;,There has therefore naturally arisen a sharp economic
<t between the Arabs and the Zionist tmmigrants, leading

':;;)O?V riots, in which the latter are armed by the British
. i'i',s's and receive their special protection. Imperia-
Mirigue has succeeded, as it has in India. in giving

these ecomomic and anti-imperialist fights the character
ol religious and cultural riots. It has thus placed the leader-
ship ol the movement on both sides in the hands of reac-
tionaries and prevented the workers and peasants of the twe
races Irom uniting for the overthrow of their common enemies.
the British imperialists and their Zionist agents.

-

5. In the performance of their function as the lackeys of
imperialism, the Zionists have received the whole-hearted” sup-
port of the Social Democratic Parties of the Il. International,
and more especially of members ol the British Labour DParty.
The Relormist leaders of the jewish workers’ organisations in
Palestine have systematically played upon the racial senti-
ment of the latter and used them as tools of British imperialist
policy. The Zionists and the Social Democrats have been the
most bitter enemies of the Arab national revolutionary mnve-
ment They have prevented the united front of the Jewish and
Arab workers and peasants for the overthrow of British In-
perialism and the establishment of a free Palestine. They have
on the contrary taken active steps fo demand the conversion
of the British mandate in Palestine into open and flagrant an-
nexation to the British Empire.

6. As a prelude to this anacxation, the present delibo-
ratelv provoked conflicts between the Arabs and the Zionist
fascists are being dexterously utilised by the British Govern-
ment in ozder—ta sireiothen the permanent military and gyl
garrison in-Palestine, The regiments ihat have besi Turried (n
that couatry to mainfain “law and order” and to ‘“‘profect the
Jews" in obedient response to the demand made by nationnlist
Jews in Europe and America, are intended fo be refained. while

S e b e
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the fascist Zionist organisations will be armed as voluntzer  Naval Conference, and the crisis over the Anglo-Frenci:
corps against the possibility of a united revolutionary move- ° Agreement, the Anglo-American antagonism had come ..
ment. the open, and was reaching a point of extreme tensior.

7. The League Against Imperialism and for National In- same time as the break with the Soviet Union was lead
dependence gives its whole-hearted support to the workers way to war on that front. Conservative policy was thus =
and peasants of Palestine as of all other Arabian countries, in  Britain straight in the direction of war on two frouv:
the struggle for the overthrow of imperialist exploitation and  with the Anglo-French alliance as its only .positive b
the establishment of real national independence, The League  support. But British lmperialism is not yet ready, wi
points out the danger of the broad masses being misled into  previous period of preparation and comsolidation boir
religibus and racial strife by imperialist intrigue, which only  nally and externally, to face directly American Isperiahsr.,
strengthens the hands of the enemies of liberty. can the primary aim of war on the Soviet Union be ¢

The League Against imperialism appeals to all its affi- [lully realised except on the basis of agreement with A~
liated and associated organisaiions to extend their active help  Therefore a halt had to be called, and some basis oi
to the masses in the Arabian countries in their struggle for  standing reached with America, to gain a breathing tire
ireedom and to carry on an uncompromising fight against Im-  during this breathing time some measure of relations my
perialism and against the Zionist and Social Democratic agents  re-established with the Soviet Union, thus meeting the 4

of Imperialism. of the industrialists, until the time should be ripe for 1.
Down with British imperialist exploitation in Palestine! The Labour Government. accordingly, came into offic
7 €v the following tasks in the sphere of foreign policy:

BWMS! 1. by “peace” gestures to deceive the masses as -
own with Zionism! . ) . real advance to war, and to attach the workers to mp:-

Long live the federation of independent Arabiag cousntsiesl policy and to the coming war (this essenhal task of w.r

‘ paration can only be accomplished by a “left” governmer
PO lTlCS by a Conservative Government, which 1s suspect to the mi-4
L 2. to endeavour to reach a femporary understanding 4
America. and to secure American co-operation or agrx :

for the campaign against the Soviet Union;
The Foreign Pollcy of the British 3. to re-establish British independence of action in Fu«

Labour Government and check the one-sided dependence on France, which
‘ * _ hindering the possibility of a temporary agreement with Ams :
By R. Palme Dutt (London), 4. to carry forward the preparations against the % °

. L . . Union, which might include temporary negotiations or -
It is characteristic of the present period of sharpening fionships, at the same time as war was being pushed ahe:-
imperialist antagonisms and war-preparation that the principal But the situation since the Labour Government has - -
activities of the new British Labour Government in its first jpo power has shown a sharpness of antagonisms which °
three months of office have been in the sphere of foreign  not made the accomplishment of its tasks easy. and has
fpolxcy and Empire polity; and that these activities have displayed siderably precipitated the rate of development.
rom the outset an openly aggressive national-jingo character . ‘ ; s >
which has considerably faken by surprise the pacifists who | ncr;Ziexlgl)a:;cs)leﬁg:kg{mf;lp:‘ri5?:w:zt$gni§:;seadf\1Shtl(:):nl‘ﬁ;
placed their hopes in the return of a Labour Government in Conference America succeeded in forming a united from
Britain as the opening of a new era of world peace. France and ltaly against Britain, by offering concessn -

Ihe Labour Uovernment came into office on a programime France and ltaly at the Brilish expense. and thus i
of “peace”™ — peace in industry and peace abroad. This was the the British re reiemaiives who had g?l'ner‘ to bear the opte
tone of their election campaign. This was still the character of sole re'eclion% capitulate. A d A th Y Phas,
expression of their initial King’s speech. The Second Inter- carried] throughr ina[:’h: ;;aeée‘(?f v::; ceor:i‘g:ra-b‘l):ngro(t": )
national, at the Ziirich meeting of its Executive, built up upon threats on the part of the British ‘yo leave the Cor‘:ferer;:f- I
the return of the British Labour Government as its central American f§i p ded in i . hei W
pillar an international perspective of diminishing antagonisms of threlcalln(err;l:?i;l:;i ;uac‘;::e t(e; b]: i'::or:m'eatigfntae'ﬁ;m{ y

and a(ri.»a'n;e to peace. .. Bank, to be the guiding centre of all the leading central b: v
Within three months the harsh characler of realities has except New York. i. e. to subordinate London and leave
broken through these dreams. These three months have seen  york in-deplendenf a-n-d‘supreme
as their most characteristic features the chauvinist stand of At th ’ ime New Y. k' d Pari ied thros
Snowden at the Hague, bringing the whole European situation a ve[rv deeasglmeotflfmegvew or tanl_ sns“have]dcarrle_nm{
to renewed crisis and tension, unequalled since the Dawes final butcomy § E;:,]hl-ﬁ qgan{l‘sl‘ o ?"-5 g-?h po?é re‘;r'~'
seitlement; the rupture of the Soviet negotiations; and the direct falls steadil 'eﬂo f !Cd 1S Stil ufnc;r ain. d N gok Ra;'.‘
opening of war by the Chinese Counter-revolutionary Govern- 5 5%/ b-f“Flbv' e 1 o:ae .raism% ot the London Ban dl;'
ment, with British assistance, against the Soviet Union. At the ih do I bebruary ats }\lvaaNa reayy a.very serious step, ago -
sume time. the internal situation has been marked by the cotton abe()vze;;ler?_l;xzi%xlora:ee(exg‘:ﬂv towri() ((iizltsycso‘:f]tterr:;:‘lee :?Pﬂ‘”ulk' i

lock out of half a million workers for two weeks, involving the Hague Conference. or immediately on receipt of the rt::
the largest struggle since the General Strike, and “settled” of Snowden's stand) h duced Y pt o
by the Labour Government only on the basis of an all-round Not since 1014 han h az\‘pro udceB ak ve{ryE m?nacmhgdpf‘)é‘-m
wage-cut imposed by arbitration under its auspices. © heavyea cris»isas the City and Bank of Englawd ha ‘

This contradiction between the professions of the Labour ~  Briiish lmpe-ria]ism. through the Labour Gover"ﬂk“-"j

Government and the realisation goes to the root of the whole 1§ &
- . i i ROCs : ught to secure control of the Young Pla erence °
present situation. The easy *“pacific” role of 1924 is no longer & g n Conf

g1 0 seclre. ° ble o
possible. The tasks to which the Labour Government is called g?“:;,';mﬁ,t;‘fnfl'i‘g,,g} LBoar::ikoni.narll‘cimcg::eq‘l:;r;gﬁ 3§u?5°?:gder it
by the bourgeoisie are now of a sterner character, and directly  subordinate to London. The siubborn opposition of Fr:i®
related 10 the advance to war. prevented this. This was the second defeat, after the Expt:

The Labour Government is carrying forward the policy of  Conference. The third round. the Hague Conference itsell. ™
the Conservative Baldwin Government through new forms, As  became of decisive importance. It was a case of fight or 5
a Labour Minister. the Under-Secretary for War, Earl de la  under. |

Warr, boasted at a Labour Party meeting: “We are domng the In consequence, British Imperialism at the Hagve Cor
rhmg{ the Baldwin Government only talked of doing.” ference has had to throw pacific pretences to the winds. and-

_ ,\\' hat are these new forms ol the continuous policy of fight like a beast at bay., ready to wreck the whole conferen®
British fmperialism. which is to-day expressed through a Labour and the Young setilement rather than suffer defeat. For ">
Giovernment, with the united support ol the capilalist press from  role, the acid Snowden, the darling of the City, was aptly chos®
right to leit behind it? In this wav it has fallen to the Labour Government, the "0

’lrhe Conservative Government had reached a dangerous  cilirtor™, the “pacifist”, to have 1o appear as the wrecke! Bl
e dn s doreign policy. With the breakdown of the Geneva  the peace of Europe, and 1o display the most reckless imtransige®

!
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ninist role since the days of Curzon. It has fallen to these
wlists” to play the role of the militant gladiators of the
. The irony has not been lost on the world. The Second
national has been thrown into typical ‘nationahst coniusion,
its Chairman Vandervelde solemnly rebuking Snowden
.iolating its principles. When MacDonald comes to Geneva
couth his pacifist platitudes, they will find a less enthusiastic
ence than in 1924,
The jingo stand of Snowden at the Hague is of profound
ificance as a weather-signal of the whole international
tion. For Britain and the Labour Party it has been nothing
1 of a trial war-mobilisation. The entire capitalist press
stoked up the jingo spirit behind the Labour Government.
unity of parties has been proclaimed. “I have not in my
seen such unanimity” writes an old member of the In-
ndent Labour Party (William Stewart in the “Forward”)
epting only once, and that was when Lord Grey made the
th which ushered this country into the war”. The Daily
1 has swelled with patriotic pride; it finds in Snowden a
Jisraeli! *“Not since Disraeli has any British statesman
#d across a Conference table words so shanp in challenge,
regnant with ardour, so significant in their implication”
iv Herald 13. 8. 29) “The people of this country”, has
ared a Labour Minister, “irrespective of all party ties and
nces, are coming to the conclusion that the country is at
being governed, and really governed... We all feel to-day
ast that England once again counts in the Councils of
ane; we are once again a nation”. The Labour Party is
ing its role as the war-leader of the nation.
Meanwhile, while Snowden has been maintaining the
tng front at the Hague, MacDonald has been manoeuvring
writely against time in Britain to buy off the American
i~ve, and reach, on a basis of naval concessions, a paper
eement, and economic help to save the pound. The outcome
hese negotiations is still to be announced; but the American
e is likely to be a high one. both in respect of naval con-
sons, and for economic help.

Chsely in connection with this situation must be taken

$arp turn in Soviet relations. In defiance of its election '

mses, and to the surprise, not only of its own supporters,
“i% of the Liberals, the Labour Government, after long
4 n initiating even the appearance of negotiations, has
wured negotiations at the outset by taking the full Chamber-
© position as a preliminary condition. Despite the pressure
1 considerable section of British industrialists, whose dis-
“action has been directly voiced by the Liberal Party, the
» hostility of British Imperialism and financial interests to
:>oviet Union has proved dominant. The economic advance
e Soviet Union, and the successes of the Five-Year-Plan,
‘¢ undoubtedly had an important part in determining this
iude. Even more clearly than in the rupture of negotiations,
: Labour Government’s role in relation to the Soviet Union
S been displayed in the opem war-provocation of the Chinese
litarists, The war advance of the Chinese Government has
"¢ hand in hand with the break of the Anglo-Soviet ne
#iions. The relations of the British Labour Government
In the Chinese counter-revolutionary Government are of the
%6t In the short period since its accession to office, not only
$ 3 Trade Treaty been ncgotiated. but the sending of a
wal Mission has been further anuounced. Behind the Chinese
starists is the hand of the British Labour Government.

The immediate future outcome is likely to depgend in large
wsire on the projected Washington Conference in the autumn.
s Conference will determine, firstly the possibility of a
Meorary agreement with America on the basis of naval
Wessions by Britain, and secondly the possibility of Britain
')“}im}? Americap co-operation in a common policy in relation
. Soviet Union.  If these two objectives are secured, then
a onditions are laid for a very rapid advance lo imperialis
rr?p the Soviet Umion under British auspices, if the Chinese
-wation will not have already forced the situation and pro-
"1 this result beforehand.

- ':e British Labour Government has thus already in less

)raji-? months abundantly shown itself. as the Communists

l‘“;‘e » DOt a government of “peace and reconciliation”, but

x:;g,;mme'nt of direct war-preparation, and ready. when the

“fffmiisn amses, to stand forward as the leader of British Im-

Aorlq M at war. The workers in Britain and throughout the
1 need to prepare urgently for this perspective.

The Terrorist Attempt upon the

Reichstag.
By A. Norden (Berlin).

Fourteen bomb attempts within a few months. That is 10t
only a definite sign of the reawakened activity of the fascists,
it is also a proof that the fascisis have excellent connections
with the main wirepullers amongst the German authorities.
Fourteen bomb attempts without the police making one single
arrest! The police do not dare to grasp the nettle with de-
termination! The fact is that public opinion is in no doubt
whatever as to the elements which have carried out these
various attempts. The guilty persons are members of those spe-
cial groups which carried out the assassination of Erzberger
and Rathenau and which are working to-day in the closest con-
nection with the National Socialists. (Read National Fascists!)

The mystery of why the authorities under social demo-
cratic leadership do not move a finger in order to put the
circle of criminals, which is not very exteasive, out of action.
despite an overwhelming mass of proof against them, is
quickly solved The big industrialists who determine the policy
of the Reichs Cabinet and of the various German State go-
vernment, are also the financial backers of the fascist organi-
sation. And this is how it happens that the fascists are well-
informed about every step which is planned against them long
before it is put into operation. When it took over power the
social democracy made no attempt to destroy the old State
apparatus, but left it intact, deliberately. And this apparatus,
supplemented by a few reformists, is only trained to crush the
red danger. It hunts workers wearing Red Front badues. It
confiscates working class literature daily. It conducts freauznt
arrests of members of the Communist Party and officials of the
former Red Front Fighters League.

If only one of the fourtesn attempts carried out by the
fascists had been the work of communists. then the result
wotuld have been mass arrests, brutal terms of hard labour. the
suppression of the working class press and the suppression of
the Communist Party,

All these facts force one to the conclusion that first of all
it is not possible to conduct any serious campaign of sup-
pression against the fascists because their connections with the
authorities are too good, and secondly the authorities do not
want to suppress them because they represent excellent fighting
material for use against the revolutionary working class. It is
sufficient to mention that these same fascists conducted a whole
series of attacks upon workers premises and working class
meetings in Berlin alone during the last few weeks. whereby
dozens of workers were seriously injured. What a valuable
supplement to Zoergiebel’'s own bloody work!

But this is not sufficient to win the pauperised petty-bour-
geois sections, is not enough to win the masses ol the pea-
santry. not to mention the workers themselves. In order to
show these masses that the fascists represent the party of
anti-bourgeois action. a number of comparatively harmless
attempts have been made upon *public buildings which are
connected in the minds of the people with hateful memories™.

With their latest attempt upon the building of the Reichs-
tag the National Socialists speculated upon the disappointment
of the masses who formerly believed in Parliament and are
now compelled to see how the Reichstag members, who are
paid with their money. grant the emplovers one prize aiter
the other, pass one piece of tax and tariff robbery after the
other. Further, however. the dynamiters intended that their
attempt on the Reichstag should draw the attention ol public
opinion to the hypocritical “peoples referendum” auvainst the
Young Plan which was opened by Hugenberg the German-
Nationalist exploiter on the same dav, and not by coincidence,
with a public meeting before the Hermann monument in the
Tewtoburg Forest. A people’'s referendum under the slogan:
“Do not permit the German peorle to slave year in and vear
out for foreign capitalism!” which is intended to divert the
attention of the people from their social needs and to exnloit
them in the interests of a national-chauvinist campaign of in-
citement. The noise of the exploding bombs was intended to
drown those voices which pointed out that the allegedlv anti-
capitalist National Socialists have organised this ‘“peoples re-
ferendum” together with bankers, large.scale industrialists and
even with Jews!
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It must be emphasised that this year the German dlascists
have really succeeded in increasing the number of their members
and supporters to a .very considerable extent. The electoral
successes which they have achieved in Saxony, Mecklenburg
and in a number of towns prove this. Deceived and betrayed
by the social democracy, the semi-proletarian masses are being
driven into the ranks of the fascists. In order to hold these
masses sham actions against the bourgeois State are being
conducted side by side with pogroms against the workers.

Here the Janus features of the Natiomal Socialists are re-
vealed. The National Socialists are particularly dangerous be-
cause the heavy industrial wing under the leadership of Hugen-
berg is seriously continuing its dictatorship plans and sup-
ports itself upon the National Socialists as well as upon the
Stahlhelm.

This situation makes it the duty of the Communist Party
to carry its propaganda into all proletarian and semi-prole-
tarian sections. The social needs of the poor peasants, of the
handworkers, of the small shopkeepers and above all of the
employees and lower officials, from whose ranks the fascists
recruit their chief adherents, are sufficiently urgent to give the
German C. P. ground to work amongst than successiully.
Energetic action on the part of the comununists in the jarlia-
ment, the Diets and the mwnicipal councils on behali of ihese
sections, the issue of periodical newspapers, above all in the
big dercartment stores. in tie banks etc.. greater auention to
the demands ol these sections in the comumumst press, joint de-
monstrations of the workers with the semi-proletarian sections
when these latter suifer particular blows at the hands of the
exploiters and their government, these are measures which wili
bring the advance of fascism to a standstill.

The Communist Partv has alreadvy shown thar it is the
only force which seriously fights against fascism. Whilst the
social democrats victimise policemen who had dared to use
their batons against fascists for once instead of against revo-
lutionary waorkers, the same social-Cemocrats who openlv
praised the organisers and leaders of the Mav mass=cres, the
German Communist Party is forming anti-fascist formations
in the factories, and leads the workers in the struggle against
fascism whose attempts to win the streets of Berlin have up
to the present resulted in ncthing but bloody heads for its
supporters.

Austro-Marxism — the Pacemaker

of Faseism.
The St. Lorenzen Incident.
By P. (Moscow).

After the Russian October revolution the theorist of
Austro-Marxism, Otto Bauer, returned 1o Austria irom revo-
lutionary Russia and, as collaborator of the Russian depariment
of the Austrian Foreign Office. expected the Ausirian revolu-
tion. In the early days of the revolution he published a book
under the promising title: “The Way io Socialism”, in which
he made it clear to the workers that the Leninist way — the
way to socialism via the proletarian dictatorship — is not
effective. Bauer proposed his “Democratic” way to Socialism:
National Assembly, democratic sulfrage, legalisation of factory
councils, cominon control by the workers, employers and con-
suinters over production, gradual nationalisation of the big
warks, broad social legislation. It order to pursue this path.
Austrian Social Democracy took part in the coalition govern-
ment: Renner became National Chanceilor of the Austrian Re-
pulblic. Bauer Minister for Foreign Afiairs, Julius Deutsch
Minister for War. With the help of the functionaries of Austrian
Social Democracy they held back the indignant workers and
soldiers from armed revolution: they were made leaders of
the workers’ and soldiers’ councils in order to make them
leaderless; they armed the Kulak Heimwehr in Tyrol. in Styria
and other provinces; they gave active assistance to the Futente
in carrving out the econamic blockade of the Hungarian Soviet
Republic; “thev  rescued capitalism. Qtto Bauer and  Julius
Deutsch themselves relate these things in their memoirs. They
boast that Austro-Marxism had and sill has its own wav 1o
socialism, ’

And Austrian Social Democracy is really a mode.
of the Second International. It has ia little Austria
700.000 members. It has control aver trade-union. co-of~1
sport, culture and various other kinds of mass organis
It is at the head of the Republican Defence Corps. The mu
administration of Vienna is in its hands: it has a progr
and in this programme proletarian dictatorship is ac
ledged — naturally not as a weapon for the suppressior
bourgeoisie and for the development of socialism. bu:
means of defence against Fascist counter-revolution.

Austrian Social Democracy also has a land program
which it is stated that the land must belong “io the be-
ducers™, i. e, Kulaks, and that the estates are not 10 >
fiscated without compensation. Austrian Social Democra:
its right wing and its left wing; it has its theorists, i
sophers, its economists, its military orgamsers. It is -
that it could even present to the Second International .:s
tary, Fritz Adler, wo lately proved that in case of w
ol a new world war, internationalism, as also the -
of the fatherland”, is admissible. In short, it is a r.
party. It had and stili has its own way to socialismi.

This way led in a bee line to the St. Lorenzen
when the Fascists prepared a bloodbath for the worke:s.
way led the working class of Austria straight info the pes
in which it now stands — threatened by an imminent f:
dictatorship. The LFascist Heimwehr from the distant =
ol Tyrol and Vorarlberg have already advanced 10 the in:
centres; they are already bholding parades in the sira
Vienna. They are no longer armed by the Sociai-D::
Julius Deutsch against Conununism, as in the year 16
by trust capital. The “march on Vienna’, the march
the proletarian centres of Austria has become the sk
the Heimwehr. In Vieuna the joint stock companies a-: §
much too heavily taxed; in Vienna rents are much too low ¥
the standpoint of the houseowners. The meagre wages o {
Austrian werkers are still much too high from the s:zn
of the Austrian and forexgn canitalists. Austrian indusr
a very limited domestic market. it needs markets abr .
Rauonalisation is not suffcien:. Foreign capital. which
large measure conircls the Austrian ktanks. demands reiw
of wages, cutting down of social legislation. Austrian ¥F::-
is preparing for a march on Vienua after the pattern o) M
lini's march on Ronte, in order 1o desirov the miserable viv..
of the achievemients of the November Revolution of '3

Austrian counter-revolution has not relinquished s =
of restoring the Habsburg Monarchy. In Hungary Hori
Bethlen are preparing the ground for it. Austrian
revoiution, with the former chancellor Seipel at its head. :
fore does not want Austria 10 be joined to Germany. L
cerfain circumstances, [talian Fascism would help to :«
such a plan, in order to cprose to Yugoslavia and (i
slovakia. the vassals of French imperialism. an A
Hungarian Fascist block. But French imperialism. too. -
inactive. France fears the union of Austria with Gers
According to the Young plan, in view of the appro..
evacuation of the Rheinland. the question of Austria’s :
with Germany has become more acute,

Luarin:

France — according to the “Manchester Guardian”
striving for a wunion of Poland Hungary and Austria. 7
three States wou!d constitute a strong Fascist block. and V4
wauld never form a union with Germany. if it belong
this federation.

Austrian Fascism is a puppet in the hands of the
imperialist powers.

-

But how does it come about that the Fascist Heimn
can shed workers’ blood in *“democratic” Austria. ths
Fascist slogan of the march on Vienna has become :
danger, that. while a powertul and model Social Demc
exists, the working class is directly threatened with F.
dictatorship?

Two or three years ago the Heimwehr did not con+
any serious danger. Only in the most backward provinca
they attract the Kulaks, who were under the influence o
Catholic Church. Now. however, the Heimwehr have
organisations in the towns; their influence extends to ce
strata ol the petty bourgeoisie, 1o the officials. to the in
gentsia, 1t must be candidly stated that they are beginnin:
develop their organizations among the workers. . The ii-
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Airoare already organising so-called “independent” trade
mons. They are even trying to mobilise the municipal wor-
i~ of Vienma against the Social-Democratic municipal admi-
vtration, Among the Fascists who attacked the workers at
. Lorenzen, there were workmen and clerks from the Alpine
lontangesellschaft (iron trust). The workers of a tramway
:pot in Vienna have gone over en masse to the Fascists.
ne organ of the Heimwehr is propagating the slogan of pay-
uit ot beneiit to the unemployed out of the resources of the
unic.pality of Vienna to an amount of 100 Austrian shillings
month, in a number of factories there are Fascist nuclei.
appears that even individual workers of the Austrian Com-
unist Party do not appreciate the danger which the social-
magogy of the kascists represents. “The rejection of Mar-
ation principle, the absolute rejection of the class struggle,
# renunciation on principle of influence exercised on trade
noms by political parties, recognition of the corporative
s — that is the programme of the Fascist “independent”
«d2 unidns. This programme is a copy of that of Mussolini,
ir Mussolini also “worked” among the most backward strata
“workers who were disappointed by Social Democracy. How
as it possible for ihe Heimwehr to become such a power and
¢h a danger? It was able to do so because Austrian Social
iemocracy objectively supported Fascism. Austro-Marxism was
ie pacemaker of Fascism,

>ince the stabilization of the currency Austro-Marxism has
vzmatically retreated before the attacks of the bourgeoisie.
Gen,in July 1927, the working class replied to the attacks
' the bourgeoisie with the Vienna insurrection, Austrian So-
« Democracy checked this insurrection. betrayed it, suppres-
~} it and led it to deieat, Aiter the July defeat of the wor-
1. class the Fascist attack developed at a great speed. The
wrking class defended itsell spontaneously. When the Heim-
o first wanted to  demonstrate in Wiener Neustadt and
hulenged the Communists to counter-action, the Social De-
norats sanctioned the Heimwehr demonstration and their
ie arrested the Communists. In the name of “deinocracy”
w Sacial Democrats delended the Fascists against the revo-
v mary workers, When the Fascists begun to murder wor-
=5 one of the leaders of the Austro-Marxists, Renner, stood
#m parliament and proposed class peace and the dissolu-
#of all organisations of a military character,

When the workers began to throw the Fascists out of the
«ries, the Social-Democratic trade unions f{orbade this in
't name of democracy and Ireedom of opinion. When the
wirzeoisie disarmed the Social-Democratic Republican Delence
-3, the Social Democrats confined their protest to words.
Y- the workers demonstrated against the Fascists, the So-
si-Democratic Lord Mayor of Vienna, Seitz, forbade the de-
mnsiration of workers, while the Fascists continued to de-
mostrate without permission from Seitz. The Social-Demo-
“1ic metal workers' union recognised the Fascist trade union
¢ representative of the workers! When, after the bloody fights
3. Lorenzen. spontaneous strikes broke out. the Social
Derocrats suppressed them, forbade the demonstrations and
wonted a resolution to the effect that the Fascist coup d'Ftat
miv lead the country into civil war, and such a misfortune
%ouid bring great privation not only upon the workers but
ton all classes of the State.

Fascist dictatorship injures the bourgeoisie! While wor-
kers' blood is being shed, the Austro-Marxists adopt resolu-
w0 declaring that “the working class of Austria is tho-
rmuchly peaceable”. They, the Austro-Marxists, are the pace-
maners, the defenders, of Fascism. Thev are helping to bring
1o Fascist dictatorship! Through ‘these events Austrian
Communists are charged with an extraordinarily important
&k They must show the Austrian working class the way
a struggle,

The way of Austro-Marxism led to immediate danger of
Lot dictatorship. Otto Bauer's way to socialism led to the
®oody attack of the Heimwehr upon the workers. The Com-
st Party of Austrian must, cven though it is weak in
“}l“.lbcrs. lead the working class to the path of the fight against

Tust counter-revolution, to the way of ruthless exposure of
N2l Democracy as anm actual ally and weapon of Fascism.

<

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET UNION

The Collapse of the Adventurist
Policy of the Nanking Government.
(Taken from the “Pravda” of the 31st August 1929,)

The provocation policy adopted by the Nanking goverument
towards the Soviet Union has led to a tremendous intens:fi-
cation of the relations of the two countries and causes a great
danger of immediate military complications,

The policy of the Nanking government was consciously
directed up to the last moment towards preventing any under-
standing and paralysing the growing tendencies towards peace
over the whole of China and even amongst the Mukden autho-
rities. The tendencies amomgst the Mukden authorities toward~
a peaceful settlement of the conflict were determined by the
fact that the Manchurien provinces in particular suffered as a
result of the raid upon the Chinese Eastern Railway.

When on the 22nd July Mukden put forward its proposals
through the diplomatic commissar Tsa, by the way essentially
the same proposals which Nanking makes to-day, the Sovier
government, true to its unchanged policy of peace. agreed to
give the proposals its attention.

Mukden, however, withdrew its proposals and thus pre-
vented the possibility which then existed of settling the contlict
peacefully. According to a declaration made by Tsa to comrade
Melnikov and later on officially confirmed bv the Chinese
Mission in Berlin, the unexpected chanve in the attitude of
Mukden was caused by the pressure of Nanking, which decisi-
vely rejected the just and minimum demands ol the Soviel yo-
vernment,

At that time the Nanking Government obviously wishod
to prevent any negotiatians. It achieved its aim and sull more:
an organised pogrom activity against the citizens of the Sovie:
Union set in with the support of the Mukden authorities.

In Manchuria a regime of white terror was instituted which
made the Soviet workers and employvees of the Chinesz Eastern
Railway prefer to lay down their work and suffer semi-strava-
tion. privation, arrest and frightiul conditions in the internment
camps and even torture rather than work on under the com-
mand of white-guardists, the irreconcilable enemies of the
Soviet Union.

Our frontier posts were fired at and white-guardist bands
undertook raids into our territory. Under pressure from Nun-
king. Mukden decided upon a pelicy of open war provocution.
which created a situation on the Manchurian froatier which is
extremely tense even to-day. Our troops were compelled again
and again to repuise attacks of white-guardist troops supported
by Chinese troops. A direct consequence of these raids was the
necessity ol taking serious and more effective measures to pro-
tect our frontiers and the civil population in the frontier di-
stricts.

Thus the Nanking government succeeded in forming a
united front with those anti-soviet elements amongst the Mukdea
authorities and together with them 1t brought to nought the
efforts of those moderate elements in Mukden which were well
aware of the harmiul consequences of Nanking's insane policy
both for China and in particular for Manchuria.

There are elements in the Mukden camp which are closalv
connected with foreign capital; there is for instance U-tsin, the
former Under-Secretary for State in the Peking Foreign Mi-
nistry during Chang Tso-lin’s time who is regarded in “voung-
Mukden” circles as an expert on questions cf foreign policy
and who maintains close connections witi French circles. A no
less important and influential fizure is Chang Ho-tchen. wh»
protects the white-guardists and who is connected throuoh
them with the Russo-Asiatic Bank and the French capitalist
circles behind it. This fellow made a name for himself by par-
ticipating energetically in the organisation of the seizure ol the
Chinese Eastern Railway,
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Nanking’s policy aiming at the internationalisation of the
Chinese Eastern Railway and thus. at the abolition of the
situation created by the agreement of 1924 which excluded the
influence of the Russo-Asiatic Bank and of all other imperialist
groupings, of course met with the complete approval of these
elements.

In order to overcome the resistance of the more moderate
circles who saw the inevitability of energetic resistance on the
part of the Soviet Union, the adventurers tried to prove upon
the basis of information supplied by white-guardist allies, that
the Soviet Union was not in a position to take decisive mea-
sures and that the appearance of white-guardist bands upon
Soviet territory would be sufficient to cause insurrections in the
Far East and to compel the Soviet government to capitulate.

The plane of the Vabanque players however went to pieces
in face of reality. White-guardist bands and reinforcements of
Chinese troops which dared to cross our frontiers were wiped
out. It was not possible to shake the firm attitude of the Soviet
Government which was fully supported by the masses of the toilers.
The hopes of the Nanking government and of the Mukden
elements already mentioned, that the imperialists would offer
them any real assistance, proved to be baseless., The imperialist
powers, although unitedly against the Soviet Union, were un-
able to come to any agreement about their own colonial in-
terests in China. It is sufficient to mention in this connection
the united resistance with which Stimson’s plan for the inter-
nationalisation of the Chinese Eastern Railway met in Japan.
Moreover, the same powers who had undoubtedly egged on
Nanking to carry out its anti-soviet policy, utilised the general
mistrust of Nanking wihch was caused as the result of the
seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway (an act viclating {la-
grantly all conceptions of international law), in order to reject
in a very unambiguous fashion Nanking’s demand for the abo-
lition of ex-territoriality.

In the meantime the situation on the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way had intensified to such an extent that Mukden was faced
with a catastrophe. The railway system was paralysed. The
ireasury was empty and their was no further prospzct of any
income. The most experienced employees of the railwim iiu% laid
down their work. It was impossible to replace ihen» efiectively
by white-guardists because the handwork of these gentry was
r~1:beiy and plunder and not productive work.,

The Mukden authorities, which had previously drawn very
considerable sums from the profits of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way, were faced with the collapse of their currency and a
general financial chaos.

Economic life in Manchuria was at a standstill. The bour-
veoisie closed down the works and demanded the settlement of
the conflict as quickly as possible. Serious fears were caused
in Mukden by the persistent offers of Nanking to send troops
in order to reinforce Mukden. Mukden knew very well that
such “reinforcement” would mean the beginning of the end of
Mukden’s independence.

The natural result of all these circumstances was an increa-
sing tendency in Mukden to come to an immediate agreement
upon the basis of the minimal demand laid down in Comrade
Karachan’s letter to Chang Hsui-liang of the 1st August. The
well-informed Japanese press reports that further resistance on
the part of Nanking against the Mukden tendencies towards
a peaceful settlement would have resulted in an independent
settlement of the conflict on the Chinese Eastern Railway even
against the will of Nanking.

Such an attitude on the part of Mukden could not have
remained without influence upon Nanking, which has based its
internal policy recently upon a rapprochement with Mukden. It
is wenerally known that Chiang Kai-shek was only able to
persuade his rival Feng Yu-hsiang to abandon his plan for an
open struggle against Nanking and fo evacuate the province
ol Hunan as a result of Nanking's agreement with Mukden.

Immediately the relations were broken off however, the
attention of Mukden was directed exclusively to the develop-
ments on the Soviet frountier, so that Feng Yu-hsiang and Yen
Shi-shan were able to operate in North China undisturbed.
Nanking was compelled once again to reckon with Feng Yu-
hstang and to make a bid for his friendship, and this was
expressed in the appointment of one of his closest co-operators.

1
General Lu-Tsun-ling, as War Minister. Reports are o br
which speak of further movements of Feng Yu-hsiang's tf”
threatening Nanking’s influence in Northern China. Feny '
hsiang and Yen Shi-shan are demonstratively playing the . §
of non-participators in Nanking’s senseless anti-soviel ;: 3
which is causing the greatest discontent in all circles of the!
nese population.

All these circumstances make it easy to understand
change in Nanking’s policy. Nanking has now made prop:
to the Soviet Union which are essentially the same as
made by Mukden for the settlement of fhe conflict a month 3

True to its policy of peace, the Soviet Government ha:
altered the standpoint it laid down in the correspondenc:
Comrade Karachan with Chang Hsui-liang. The Sovier
vernment is making no attempt to exploit the difficulties »
Nanking government in order to put forward new and =
severe conditions. The alterations proposed by the Sovie! i}
vernment to the Nanking draft of a Declaration refer chi
to two main points. e

The Soviet Government sees no reason to appoint -
representatives in the Directorial Board of the Chinese L
Railway in place of the former representatives who cond.
their work 1n complete accord with the Peking and M::
agreements.

The Nanking Government has attempted repeatedls
without success to accuse the Soviet citizens, members ol *
Railway administration, of demoralising political work, ar. |
justify the seizure of the Railway with these slanderous
sations. These accusations caused mistrust even in bours:
circles. The standpoint of the Soviet Government, which re=st
to recall conscientious comrades who are thoroughly cir:x
of carrying out their responsible work, is therefore justific. ?
every respect.

The second and no less important alteration whit
Soviet Government proposes, is that the Nanking Govern
must undertake t~vsee that the local authorities sircih
article 6 of the Peking agreement. This article reads:

“The two governments, being the parties to this x -

ment, undertake not to tolerate upon their respectiiz -
tory any organisations or groups whose aim is © L.
against the government of the other party, by ma»
violence.
The two governments, being the parties to this agrert”
also undertake to -conduct no propaganda directed 2::7
the political and social system of the government o' -
other party.“

It is hardly necessary to point out that the utilisaton
white-guardists, the raids of the latter upon Soviet terr:.
the toleration shown towards the existence of Russian m:® -
chist organisations in Manchuria etc., represent a flagran
lation of this article of the Peking agreement, and tha
Nanking Government must make an end to this state of %
with all energy if it really wishes to bring about a peac:.
solution to the conflict.

1t is also quite clear that the victimisation and persec.””
of Soviet citizens whose only crime is that they refuse to
port the anti-soviet activity of the white-guardists, must "
diately cease.

The adventurist policy of the Nanking Government tow . ™
the Soviet Union has collapsed. Nanking must now draw
lessons from these events and wtihout further delay make '
complete break with its former provocative policy., The ansv
of the Soviet Government gives Nanking the possibili: -
doing this.

The next few days will show whether the presen! i
of the Nanking Government is a determined attempt radic
to alter its policy towards the Soviet Union, or merely 1
provocation manoeuvre calculated to cloak a policy of vi?le
by hypocritical demonstrations of “a love of peace”.
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AGRINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

efence Campaign for the Meerut
Prisoners.

By W. M. Holmes,
Leidon, 2uth August,

Just two months ago a National Meerut Prisoners’ Defence
nittee was set up here: and it is now possible to review
viening stages of the Coinitee’s campaign in Britain for
reiease oi the 33 hndian workmyg class leaders who are
riomg ai Meerut the first stage of their trial for “con-
racy 1o deprive the King-Emporer ol his sovereignty of
ush India”.

It i3 notorious that the Labour Guvernment has in fact
wed responsibility for the triaj (the deciaration of Wedgwood
m. secretary of State for India. that “he could not interiere”
I ius refusal to receive a deputation from the Defence Com-
e¢) and it is therefore accerding te pian that the reformist
iership should unite in sabotaging all efiorts tfor the De-
NS

Ihe General Council of the Trades Union Congress, for
ance, has made no reponse o reiterated appeals from
saharlal Nehru, the president oi the Al Indian 1. U, C. and
aihe Ceatral etence Connmitiee in lndia. A section of the
1wl Conncil’s repert to the forthcoming irades Union Con-
w+odeals with the Meerut trial. The Gencral Council state
cowey understand trom the All fndia 1. U, C. (1. e. from
scl-known  retermist secretary  Joshi) that “the majority
woce arrested are either delinitely Communists or active
voers o the Comnuunist auxiliary organisation, the Workars'
*easants’ Party”. bhev adda paragraph sneering at the
funent manifeso” of the Comintern on the Indian arrests,
rra ridiculously  garbled precis of the manifesto. They
¢ that a deputation drom the Council to the Secratary lor
von July 9th took occasion to mention the Meerut trial and
<" Hor trial by jury and they conciude by reproducing,
it comnient, the stateinent of Wedewood Beun that it

"

t e for the magistrate (i. e. at Meerut) to decide”.

thus the driving force of the Defence Committee naturally
i from militant eiements: itz chairman is Alex Gossip,
<reteran fighting leader of the Furnizhing Trades Association
“ it Secretary, R. Bridgeman, Szcretary of the British Section
e League Against haperialisn, At the same time, it neads
't2 noted that amony those who have aureed to associate
mnselves with the Committec’s work are a handiul of pseudo-
i Labour M, P’s — tvpilicd bv James Maxton and Fenner
':rcl-:way — and renzgades like Cegk. The Committee has
Cuicast nation-wide an appeal to @il trade union branche:
i other working-cluss organisadons in the localities to aiid
® Meerut prisoners, both iinanzially and morally.

U'n 1o date the sum of £ 180 bas heen collesicd in contri-
ons, of which £ 100 has alreadv been sent to India. Protost
“tiltions and contributions have been received from 11 Trades
ouiclls and 18 Trade Union branches (including Engineers,
ers. Railwaymen, Furnishing 1 rades). A local Delence Com-
Viee has been set up bv the important Manchester Trades
':;”}:‘ll and an all in conference to set up a Qtwylllllitlc; in
h-:\ on is meeting on the 23th Seprember. The Nationa] Com-
“te lays particular stress on the need lor establishing these
wai defence commiittees, ‘

" (.(}miealu{c is being made of the Meerut Defence campaign
L munist Tncal meetings and demonstrations up amd down
S ountry, The annual conlerenc: of the Minority Movement
chd a strong resolution deman:diay the release ol the Meorut
‘H;\.”‘i“rvi'. and ga warning was u::q'vd azatnst exnecting 1!11{1
itet could be secured ifor the prisoners merely by bringing
ture on the Labour Government. o

1“_;}?39“%)_5‘1811ce Commitiee has just issued a penny pamphlet
S edin ne M_eerut Tr_ml:iPaclsi of the Case” o} which the

Wtion of 500 copies is selling rapidly.

The Sixth Annual Conferehce of
the National Minority Movement.

By Harry Pollitt (London).

The Sixth Annual Conference of the National Minority
Movement held on August 24th and 25th was, in spite of ali
the prophecies of the reformist leaders, a tremendous success.
This conlerence has undoubtedly an added significance in the
present period. Aiter terrilic battles against the reformist bu-
reaucracy, over 700 delegates attended this conierence, and in
this number were more delegates elected by the workers in the
lactories and groups than have ever attended a previous cou-
ference. There were also present delegates from areas where
important strikes have recently taken place such as Dawdon,
represeritatives from the Lancashire textile areas, and, in ad -
tion, the secretary of the Binley Strike Committee, which sirike
was still in progress during the time of the conference. There
were also large delegations Irom the United Mineworkers ol
Scotland and the United Clothing Workers’ Union, two new
revoluticnary unions that have recently been thrown up out
ol the struggle. An analysis of the conference representation in
comparison with that which have previously aitended Minority
Movement Conferences shows a heavy drop in delegates di-
rectly atiending from trade union branches, which is indicative
of the iutense stage ihat the fight has now entered between
the National Minority Movement and the reformist bureau-
cracy.

The conierentce was opened by the president, Tom Mann,
in a brief statement of the lundamental aims of the Minority
Movement, and immediately the conierence concentrated its
attention on the important emergency resolutions which dealt
in detail with the Meerut trial; a call to action to the Lanca-
shire textile workers and a warning to the woollen workers
and miners that the same arbitration fraud which had been
imposed on the Lancashire cotton workers was now the mu-
noeuvre by which the Labour Government and Trades Union
Congress hoped 1o defeat the woollen workers and miners in
their immediate struggles. This resolution also urged imme-
diate strike action to reject the recent arbitration award on the
part of the textile workers under the leadership of rank and
lile strike committees. A further emergency resolution dealt
with the intense war preparations that are being made against
the U.S.S.R. and the special responsibility of the treacherous
Labour Government in this respect, and pledged the conlerence
to defend the U.S.S.R. and fight against the Labour Govern-
ment by every means in their power.

The Conierence met in the middle of the Palestinian events,
and a resolution was unanimously adopted calling on Jewish
and Arab workers to unite in their fight against British im-
perialism, which by lomenting religious and racial dilferences
had provoked the riots which had taken place in Palestine as
an excuse for strengthening its mandatory powers and entrei-
ching British imperialism more lirmly in the Near East. The
conference also demanded the immediate withdrawal of war-
ships and troops from this area, and emphatically condemned
and repudiated the imperialist policy of the Labour Govern-
ment,

The main resolution was taken in conjunction with the
Executive Cominittee Report. This draft resolution was conai-
derably amended in the light of the letter of the R.LL.U.
Fxecutive Bureau and of the criticisms made by the delev:tes
themselves. It was noteworthy for the first serious attempt on
the part of the Minority Movement leadership themselves 10
introduce a strong measure ol seli-criticism in approach to the
problems and tasks that the Minority Movement has on hand.

The resolution enumerates the main tasks and organisa-
tional measures to carry them out. These covered the fight
against capitalist rationalisation, support lor unemploved mo-
vement, defence of the colonial workers, against the war danger
and for the U.S.S.R., and the national and imternational unity
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of the working class, for factory work, agitation and prepara-
tion for a daily paper.

Organisationally the resolution then deals with the work
of the M. M. in the factories, localities, districts, in the unions,
at the Centre, in relation to the new revolutiorary unions,
work amongst women and youth, in the Co-operatives, educa-
tional and cultural work, in relation fo international work,
closer relations with the R. I. L. U., 1. P. C.’s, the new London
Industrial Council, the Workers’ Legion.

The resolution also instructs the new E.C. “to set up a
special Women’s Department of the Minority Movzment, that
shall work out concrete programmes of demands, especially ap-
plicable to women labour, as the basis upon which our future
work amongst women can be carried out”.

An important document on rationalisation was submitted
to the conference, which analysed the whole situation in regard
to every important aspect of British industry, taking the ana-
lysis over the period since our conference last yar. The result
is that the conierence had before it a complete picture of Bri-
tish capitalism today and the effects of rationalisation upon

the workers in every industry, both in regard to wages, hours,,

speeding-up, social and health effects, etc., and upon the basis
of this analysis a concreie programme of demands was put
forward and endorsed by the conference, which forms the basis
upon which the workers — under the leadership of the Mino-
rity Movement — will fight against capitalist rationalisation.

An exhaustive analysis of imperialism, which is probably
the most complete thing in this direction that has yet been
produced, was also considered by the Conference. This me-
morandum gave a most complete and accurate picture of what
are the actual conditions of the workers and peasants in East
and South Africa, Malaya and India, together with an impor-
tant analysis on the whole problem of forced labour which
has recently been the subject of acute discussions at the Inter-
national Labour Office of the League of Nations. The docu-
ment gave a terrible picture of the effects of British imperia-
lism, and from the analysis it contained a resolution was un-
animously endorsed outlining the policy of the Minority Mo-
vement in regard to the fight against imperialism and war,
with special attention to practical organisational measures being
taken to establish closer connections with the workers and pea-
sants of the colonial countries and to work in closer conjunc-
tion with the Pan-Pacific and Latin-American Trade Union
Secretariats. It is important to note that in this connection
the Conference unammously elected Comrade Joe Scott, a
member of the London District Committee of the A.E.U. to
go to India on behalf of the Minority Movement to help Indian
workers to organise their forces to fight against the effects
of British imperialism in India.

The question of unemployment was exhaustively dealt with,
and here also a programme of concrete demands was formula-
ted which should be the basis upon which tremendous agita-
tion should take place, particularly in view of the imminence
ol the National Unemployed Workers’ Commitiee Movement
Annual Conference.

The conference also endorsed the steps which had been
taken leading to the formation of the London Industrial Coun-
cil, and it was quite clear that the conierence recognised the
importance of the work of this Council, and there will un-
doubtedly be very important developments in every important
industrial centre in the direction of new Industrial Councils
based upon the successful experience of our London comrades.

One of the outstanding events of the conference, of course,
was the visit and speech ol Comrade Zikhon, the iraternal de-
levate from the Central Council of the Russian Trades Unions.
Lhe last time a delegate from the Russian unions attended an
Fuglish conference was at the Scarborough T.U.C. in 1925,
It 15 a thousand pities that the comrades who then comprised
the Russian delegation could not have been present at Shore-
ditch at the Minority Movement Conference to have contra-
sted  the tremendous reception that Comrade Zikhon got
with the cold welcome by the official bureaucrats at the
Scarborough T. U. C. Comrade Zikhon was leit in no doubt
“out the warmth, sincerity and desire for closer relations bet-

ween the British and Russian workers as was clearly =
in the reception that he got when called upon to addres-
Conference. His speech outlining the achievements o
Five-Year Plan and what the Russian trade unions

endeavoured to accomplish in their previous connec:

with the official T. U. C. his condemnation of the
bour Government for its policy of non-recognition o

U.S.S.R. and his timely warning with regard to the gro.j
war danger, all these were exceedingly well dealt with
created a very strong and lasting impression upon the -
gates, The effect of this visit will be considerably to stren_-
the links that bind the British and Russian workers, and .
to be hoped that on every other possible occasion the Ru--
unions will seek to send to conferences such as this their =
representative, so that the united front between the Britis}
Russian workers can be the real thing. and not a formal -
as it was in the medium of the old Anglo-Russian Unity «
mittee.

The fraternal delegate from the R.1.L.U. was also e
siastically received, but 1 believe it is permissible to ma:.
criticism, because the speech did not deal adequately wi:h
existing international situation aud the important part
R.ILL.U. played in various countries during the last 12 mo>:
It seems to me that this would have been an excellent o;-
tunity to have brought sharply before our conference tn:
periences of the R.I.L.U. in the Polish textile strike, the k
metal struggle, the acute situation that existed in Czechosiow -
and the experience in France, together with what the R. L. L.t
was endeavouring to accomplish in the Latin-American &
Pan-Pacific countries., The speech was more in the form » £
representative from one Communist Party delivering a fratzrav
address to a brother Party, I think this criticism will hz*
to prevent a similar mistake being made in the future

A large portion -of the time of the conference was giver v
sectional conferences, where the workers from particular un =
and associated with the same industries gathered together -
formulate concrete programmes of economic demands wi
will be the basis upon which they can conduct their spevial.-c.
aygitation and propaganda in the future.

Throughout the Conference there was a healthy now
strong self-criticism, in which particular attention was pal *
mistakes which had taken place since out last conference. d.iz
to still carrying out remnants of the old line policv an
through not clearly understanding the significance of the Fou:
Congress decisions of the R.I.L.U. Especially strong was 't:
criticism made by the women delegates and the youth delegs
tes, both of whom were present in large numbers. and ~‘i
women delegates especially took a leading part in the con'~
rence and made some of the best contributions to the v -
cussions.

This self-criticism which was such ‘a marked featurs ¢
the Conference was the only thing that the capitalist prs
and its lackey, the “Daily Herald”, seized upon to commer
on in their review of the proceedings; and they interpres
self-criticism as an evidence of weakness. On the contrary °
delegates felt that as a result ol this unsparing unfolding »
mistakes they were fitting themselves more adequately to fix
the heavy tasks which lie in front. This conference will ur
doubtedly be a landmark. There was a recognition that ¢
face a new period in which the Minority Movement is cot-
pelled at all costs to get its roots firmly embedded in the fx-
tories, and as a result of its work in the factories develop ¥
new leadership which will be able to lead the new indepay
dent struggles which are imminent against the Labour (™
vernment, the Trades Union Congress and the capitalist clas:
The Minority Movement emerges from its Annual Conferenc
strengthened and solidified with a leadership pledged to ope2
the important decisions that were arrived at, and we are o
fident that in the coming period we shall be able to record
as a result of our conference very radical steps forward in th
heavy task we have on hand.
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Labour Struggles in Shanghali.

The rising tendency of the mass movement and struggles
fhe Chinese workers has received further expression in
anghai during June and July. During this time there have
'n strikes of medicine and clothing shop workers, coal store
ployees, jute, soap and fobacco factories and a large section
silk filature workers.

The medicine and clothing shop employees strikes have
eady lasted many weeks and have been fought along
roughly militant lines under the leadership of the Shanghai
neral Federation of Labour. In the -other strikes also many
eresting features showing a rising militancy in the methods
struggle were to be noted, as for instance. when the jute
rkers threw a foreign policeman into a creek and arrested
ier Settlement police who came into Chinese Territory with
- purpose of suppressing the strike.

But the biggest and most important has been the strike
sitk filature workers. aflecting over a third of Shanghai’s
silk filatures and including approximately 1500 workers.
e months of June and July are the historic time for struggles
the stlk filatures. At this time the new silk is coming to
» market and unless promptly handled quickly deteriorates in
ality and value. Trade at this time is brisk and the employers
e anxious to get the new season silk on the market. This
es not mean that strikes inevitably take place each year
ihis time in the industry, but that the circumstances are
vourable for the workers putting forward demands for im-
oved wages and conditions and for taking strike action if
«cessary to enforce their demands.

During this year conditions of the silk filature workers
we been particularly bad. The industry is suffering from
irression and the emplovers attempted to worsen these con-
mons still more, for instance bv increasing the hours of
ark from 11 to 12 hours per dav. This further attack
wught matters to a head and on 4th July the workers of
# factory on their own initiative commenced a strike. Next
% they visited several other factories and were successful in
etng another four factories to join the strike, On the next
I one of these factories dcserfed the sirike but visits to
her factories soon brought the number on strike fo 28, which
‘s further added to later.

\gain entirely on their own initiative the workers called
t delegate meeting attended by from 10 fo 15 represcntatives
©u each factory participating in the strike. This meeting
sopted a programme of 28 demands and elected a Negotiating
»mmittee. to place their demands before the emplovers.

. Instead of going direct to the employers the Negotiating
Smmittee went to the Town Commitiee of the Kuomintang.
__'i’h’ times they went — and eight times the Town Committee
tised to give any answer to the demands of the strikers.

The most important of the demands were: 1. an all round
“dge increase of 4 per cent.. 2. Limitation of hours to 11 per
"% 3. Sunday in each weck to be a rest dav. but to be paid

.i:(r nfull, 4. Monthlv bonus to be paid also to children
workers,

. \The first stages of the struggle were conducted on militant
‘;C’.'?U“anii the struggle was (‘on:ir'uw-j on militant Ii[les by a
r.ipm'o the workers. influenced by the Shanghai Labour
y“’n}mlon. The.greﬂt majority oillhc silk fl!:n!ul"e _\\:orkcrs are
o aélg chnl}dren. But }hcre is a imv'lher Qn'mon — ‘thc
,,m;'enc’;d» tl)llh Yangtse section, and the North Yangtse Section.
21 pegp) v the foremen and managers, all of whom are
iy a‘T? e. the local section of the workers adopted a passive
f‘f“'.c[:nemqn' mere:l)’ staving at home and waiting there for
. ‘"ﬂitant' ;r_he‘T\onl.l Section, h'<1\\'e\*cr. continued the struggle
+ who Nt lines, while the chiidren and young workers as
ave also been verv active.

‘JC:‘;; E’;een said that the workers lhcnpclch organised and
Tation T}:e %!n.kc, influenced by the Shanghai Labour  Te-
‘m'”alisimnf silk \\_()rkcrs arve all ()r;j:lmwd'by l;lfmr) 1
Federagi Pany unions, which are connected iu the Shanghai

on of Silk Unions. The officials and committees of

-y

this fake trade union are exclusively foremen and managers.
representatives of the employers and agents sent by the Kuo-
mintang. The Union is greatly hated by the workers who.
while they are forced to join, all along have refused to ask
it for help in any way. While the Red Unions have no orga-
nisation among these workers they themselves have some
forms of secret organisation of a provincial character. These.
together with the Negotiating Committee elected at the com-
mencement of the strike, represent the organisation with which
the workers conduct the strike, obviously a very weak form.

As a means of smashing the dispute the company unions
called a delegate meeting which was attended by about
300 people, mostly cteatures of the employers and Kuomintang
with only a small section of genuine workers representatives.
The hall where the meeting was held was surrounded bv
police and soldiers. The ofiicial statement to this meeting wa-x
a mess of anti-working class, collaboration propaganda — “the
employers are in a very difficult situation and you must help
them”, “first you must return to work and then we can make
a suitable settlement”, ‘“now you must co-operate with the
employers to improve the industry”, and so on Intimidated
by the presence of such a force of police and soldiers the
workers delegates did not speak against this, neither did thev.
however, give any indication of approval.

When a communist sitk worker tfook the platform and
thoroughly exposed the anti-working class nature of these
statements she received the support of the workers. The officials.
however, sent for the police and our comrade was arreste:d
on the spot. This was greatly resented by the workers, who
protested by leaving the meeling in a body, thus frustrating
the purpose for which it was called.

Through inadequate preparations and lack of real centra-
lised leadership and direction the sirike showed signs of
collapse on 13th Julv. when the workers of several factories
returned to work. On this and the next days the capitalist
press gleefully reported factory after factory as having been
re-opened. This was the case, the workers of factory after
factory did return to work — bui in some cases ten minutes
was enough to convince them that thev had been cheatel
into returning by false promises and lies and again thev wen!
on strike in manv cases. In this fashion the strike is still
continuing, with all the defects and weakness arising from a
good spirit on the part of the strikers allied with lack of
preparation, hastily constructed organisation, lack of real
ceniral leadership and direction.

The employers, the companv union. the Kuomintang and
Settlement authorities have combined to smach the strike. using
some very exireme measures. Immediatelv the strike stortc.!
the Mavor of Shanghai issued a decree prohibiting a!l <rrike-
and many other forms of working class activity and demanan.«
that the workers remain at work while their cases were arh..
trated on. Manv leaders among the workers and comrades fro.-
the Communist and Red Trade Union organisations who have
been assisting them have been arrested.

The C.P.the Y.C.L. and the Shanghai Labour Federation ¢
had difficulty in making adequate connections with the strikc:
but their vigorous propaganda and organised support is ha: g
very good effects in stiliening the attitude ol the worneis
and in influencing their organisation and conduct of the striie
As a result better connections have been made and the m .
campaign is making more rapid headway. The Shangha 1.1%u.
Federation urges the calling of factory and delegate mceting
and the election of lactory and central strike commmitter,, oig
nisation of pickels and visits fo other filatures to biit_ we
workers into a gencral silk strike, connection with all o -
strikes in the city by means of a central committee 1er oo
action and centralised strike relief work, appeals 1o all ~ection:
of the workers for support. etc. Slogans have been isswd o
popularied among the masses -- “No return fo work wntid ai
demands have been granted”, “No return to work in A
section ol strikers until the arrested members of all <¢ctic -
are released.
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The Results of the International
Red Day.

From the “Pravda”, 18th August.

The international police clique, in its endeavour to
minimise the extensiveness of the demonsirations made by the
working class against war on Ist August, has issued to the
bourgeois press a slogan representing the 1Ist August as a
defeat of the world revolution “fixed” for that date by the
Communist International. Police pefty mindedness has never
exposed itself so lamentably as in this foolish diversion
manoeuvre. The stabilisation of the bourgeois order must be
in a very sad way indeed if Messrs Zorgiebel and Chiappe
saved capitalist society from the communist revolution on
Ist August. We communists are more modest in the estimation
of our powers than the bourgeois politicians who laud the
stabilisation of capitalism. At the X. Plenum of the E. C. C. L
we set ourselves for the time being the more modest — but
under present conditions more actual — task of gaining the
leading role in the world’s labour movement, as the pre-
requisite for the victorious proletarian revolution. It is not
by accident that the forces of the proletariat have caused this
panic in the class facing extinction. The panic arises out of
the historical inevitability of the decay of capitalist society.
The nervousness evinced by the bourgeoisie on 1Ist August is
. a gauge of the disbelief of the ruling class in its own powers,
a gauge which the proletariat must observe in its future
struggles! Divisions of reliable police, on foot and mounted,
may save the bourgeois once or twice from revolution, but
not permanently, General Chabalov, with all the police distri-
buted by him over the roofs of the houses, could not save tzarist
rule in February 1917. The misuse of a constant repetition of
the state of civil war is for the bourgeoisie playing with fire.
The Terror exercised by the bourgeoisie stcels the masses,
trains them in the art of revolution. On Ist August the state
of affairs was such that the bourgeoisie created everywhere a
situation of open civil war.

Never since 1st August 1914 has the capitalist world
witnessed such an enormous mobilisation of all the means
of the bourgeois apparatus of force as in August 1929, This
mobilisation has not been confined to certain places, but has
been international. The Communists. even with the aid of the
most brilliant speeches, pamphlets, and essays, could not have
exposed to the eyes of the working masses the driving forces
of external and internal war with such clearness as this “de-
monsiration” for war on the part of the whele force apparatus
of the bourgeoisie. Nothing could have so shaken the pacifist
lusions of the masses as this gnashing of teeth by the bour-
Jeoisie on st August. 15 years after the world massacre.
Dozens of revolutionary workers were tortured to death. thou-
-ands of workers maltreated, tens of thousands arrested, solely
because they do not want to be once more, as in 1914, cannon
fvider for the infernational butchers in the interests of the
‘ernational money market. Fvery Communist Party in the
votld was declared to be “outlaw”. On this day the com-
munist press was suppressed all over the world. The workers’
rarters of the towns were fransformed into camps of military
e, It was not until alterwards that we learnt that in
iy eountries workers who had left work to take part in the
v roicctions were at once surrounded by troops of police.
+ rereed into groups, forced into the courtyards and then
tmider arrest the whole dav. not being released until the
* berore 2nd August. 1t is only now that news leaks through

werderous deeds organised by the police in connectisn
\ugust. The assertion that ‘the Isl Augusi passed ofi
“'oodshed is a crude and despicallle lie. Shots were
he police on st August in many  places. In  the
of the White Terror dozens of workers were shot
+uing the days preceding the 1Ist August, on the

August itself, and afterwards. The shooting down of
\\’Orqus in the Jiul Valley (Rumania) has only been a con-
hmution of the deeds of violence committe! on 1st Augusi,

7

The bourgeoisie, having learnt something after all
the experience gained in the various revolutions. dii
venture to organise a blood bath on an international
On Ist August they confined themselves to shooting '
maltreating individuals here and there. They were well il
that an international massacre would have been the beginnily
of the end for capitalist society. Their policy was more >ub
Besides bringing their apparatus of force into action. ¥
mobilised against the 1st August every shade of social fascj
from Zorgiebel to the Trotzkyist renegades. The Ist Ang
was the decisive stage in the development of international sof
democracy to social fascism. Social democracy as a pary
the class war against the Soviet Union, as a party openly
cynically supporting the Nanking hangmen, as a party wh
answer to the struggle of the .prolefariat against war is §
volleys —, this is the lesson which the working masses
learnt from their demonstrations on Ist August. Eleven &
later social fascism impressed this lesson still further on
masses by demonstrating against proletarian revolution, aga
the country of the proletarian dictatorship, beneath the bam
of the Weimar constitution, Had the Ist August aitain
nothing more, the self-exposure of social Fascism whick
brought about would be in itself a mighty achievement on the p
of the international working class. But the Ist Augusi
destined to represent a stage attained in the struggle of
Comintern for the majority of the working class. The Aung
demonstration brought the last conclusive proof, to mill
of workers, that apart from the Communist World Party Ine
is no other party in the world actually fighting against war.
demonstrations of the working class on Ist August carr
the struggle against war into the streets. From now onwa
the struggle against war does not consist only of passi
general declarations at meetings; it has become an integra! naf
of that offensive being carried on against the capitalist ord
by the working class.

The whole of the reports received from abroad .
active participanis in the demonstrations bear witness o W8
fact that the struggle against war has only now reached &l
stirred up the broadest masses of the workers. Not ouly
such countries as France, Germany, and Poland, but in cous¥
tries with small Communist Parties possessing but litthe in-
fluence over the working class. In these countries the com- |
munists succeeded in bringing tens of thousands of workes
into the streets on Ist August. When we hear for ins»
that the C. P. of the United States, despite the inner ['srty
crisis only recently overcome, and despite the tremeni:
pressure exercised by the powerful capitalism of America. v
ways and means to induce the participation of over one huni
thousand workers in the struggle against war, and to organi
mass demonstrations amidst the atfacks of police troops: m
when we hear that the little Argentinian Communist Pariy
with its 15C0 members, led 15000 workers into the streeis i
Buenos Aires alone; then we have the proof that the Co
munist Parties are on the right road towards gaining il
leading role in the labour movement.

No less characteristic of the success of the August demo
strations is the echo which has been awakened by the anje
ol the Communist Internafional. to an extent surprising ev
to itself, in the countries of the White Terror, in China. luiv.
Rumania, Yugoslavia, etc. In such lands as these. where torrcnats
of workers’ blood are being shed, where all persons suspecied
of Communism are shot down indiscriminately participation
in the demonstration on 1st August was an act of the greatest
heroism. of self-sacrifice, of devotion to the interests of solidarity
among the workers, Even the bourgeois newspapers bear wit-
ness 1o the fact that in Shanghai. for instance, the workers]
pathered together again and again during the whole ol ‘he
Ist August: that attemmis were made to bring the tramwiv
trafiic to a standstill; thatthousands of workers went on strike; tha
wemen took an active part in the movement, etc, Surely it is
scarcely necescary specially: to point out that such events’ as
these. under Chinese conditions, are of a no less symplomat:
importance than even a procession of 150,000 workers in Red
Berlin? Meanwhile we still know nothing of what took piace
in India. South America, Mexico. and the other colonies :r
Asia and Africa... -

+class
call

But what we already know proves that the worki
and the toilers of the whole world have responded to;
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f the Comintern; that the iniernational demonstration on
st August will be no mere episode; that the Conununist Parties
f all countries have the task of continuing the struggle at all
osts, By our action we have first of all only aroused fresh
irata of the working class. We have stirred up great masses
{ the workers in every part of the world, and drawn their
tention to the threatening war. It wculd be a crime on our
art were we now to let their enthusiasm cool, were we to
ul to make use of it. Our campaign will now be continuex
Iong fresh channels. It must be combined with the class
ruggles of the proletariat in all countries: in Rumania with
he shooting of the workers in the liul Valley, in England with
he lock-out in Lancashire. in India with the Bombay and
alcutta strikes, in the United States with the Gastonia trial,
n France and Czechoslovakia with the attempts of the bour-
woisie to force the Communist -mass DParties into illegality.
Me masses mwust everywhere be mobilised on the basis of
fieir immediate economic demands, in order thatfresh strata of the
vorkers, hitherto not participating in the movement, may be
von over for the struggle.

The 1st August was a purely political demonstration, and di:
ot comprise the great proletarian reserves. These reserves must
% brought into play, so that the political movements mav
wwome more extensive. The resolution nassed bv the Tenth
=~ C.C. L Plenum on the political mass strike must be support: 1
w the propaganda of actual deeds everv economic movement
nemg guided into the political channel. The overwhelming
nioritv of the Communist Parties failed to take the opoortuniv
irded by the 1st August of putting the auestion of the political
mass strike practically before the broad masses of the workers.
thev confined themselves solely to demonstations. a shortcomin~
si'ch must be corrected bv the Communist Parties in the class
aoflicts which they let lose. The Commumist Partiss must
weomplish extensive work from below vpwards in order to
nhse fully all the lessons taught bv the Aucust demonstration
d fo expoze all weak noints. as in the case for instance. of
%e Central Committee of the C.P. of Crechaslovakia throuvh
e report given by Comrade Gottwald. The success of thke
“August is so incontestable that we can nermit ourselves th»

ury of the severest seli-criticiam. evsn with the class enemy
king on. After our Parties have in the shortest possible time
riwn the balance of the 1st August. the onestion of an exchange of
“weriences on an international scale will be placed on our agenda.
"r communist press must prepare to draw this balance by a
ematic elucidation of the lessons of the 1st Aucust amone
‘e masses of the workers, The Partv nuclei will devote serious
“ilv during the next few weeks to the experience gainad.

It is further the dutv of the Communist Parties o work
s+ the utmost energy for the capture of the works and fac-
iories, on the basis of the lessons oathered on tha Ist Auoust.
"¢ lesson which the workers of the Citrosn Works in Paris
e taught the whole communist movement must be taken to
111 bv all Communist Parties. We must ponularise this lesson
o the utmost of our power; we must ensure that the renowneid
‘:"'Tkers of the Citroén Works become 1z well known and ax
“ar fo the international working class as the proletariat Af
#¢e1 Wedding. Follow the example of the vancuard of the wor-
ers of the Citroén Works! — this must be the slogan of
‘olutionarv  emulation  vroclaimed by  the Communist
"Jmes in their factorv nuctei.  The demonstration held on
H‘; August in the Citrofn Works, where in the first half "'rf
"0 alone over 150 of the most active communists were dis-
:“1ilr(.'ed. where the police took special measures on 1st Aucust
"> prevent action on the part of the workers, where the polic»
*rrlanes hovered over the Citroén Works during the whole
N the 1st August, keeping a vioilant eve on everv gathering
“:*ther of the workers — the holdiny of a demonstration und-r
:Jch tircumstances proves that in snite of the Terror exerci<~1
™ emnloyers and police. the conmiest of the works and fac-
“es by the communists is perfectly possible.

B owe compare the number of those taking part in the
[tnonstrations on 1st Auwusi in the different countries. we
*id that the number of workers responding to the appeal of
& Communist Parties
,""_““mber. of members ol our Parties. Speaking generally, it
nay be said that on 1st August everv communist took ten
“n-Party proletarians with him into the streets. And this

was as a rule ten times greater than -

does not express by any means the whole influence of the Com-
munist Parties on the masses. The Communist Party oi Gor-
many, with a membership count of 150.000, secured 35 million
votes at the elections. In actual fact the number of symrpathisers is
considerably greater than this, The ten non-Party proletariins
standing behind every communist on 1st August were n:!
merely a “sympathising stratum”; they are the fighting ca:re
of the working class, joined in permanent aliance to the Com-
munist Party. They are already “non-Party” communists, and
that they have not yet their membership cards in their pockois
is solely because they are still insufficiently enlightan2d. Th2
events of the Ist August have shown that these elements fre-
quently prove capable of a greater initiative in self-sacrifice
and courage than many old members of the Communist Partics.
It is therefore the first and most urgent task of the Communist
Parties. after the 1st August to enrol these fresh fighting re-
serves in their ranks. It is solelv attributable to the fact that
we have not vet graswed the right wav of working for the de-
velopment of the Tartv that thcse workers still remain outside
the organised ranks of the communist movement.

The 1Ist Auvust has done more to des‘roy the levalist tra-
ditions of a number of Euronean Comminist Parties than all
our ideological struggles avainst these. The dictatorshin of the
bourgeoisie, on an international scale. has been exposed almost
as nakedly to the wcrking class as at the beginning of Auvwsust
1914, The methods of open civil war employed by the intar-
national bourgeoisie on 1st August had the immediate offzct
of placing befor2 the workine class, as the most urgent ques ion.
the oroblem of self-deience. The working class must not parm't
itself to be made into the passiva tarvet of the bulle's ant
Fascist brutality of the bourgeoisie. It must not natiently accant
every imnosition without an attemnt at enervetic defence, The
working class must confront bourgeois Terror with the orcani-
sation of self-defence organisations in every works and factory.

The lessons taught by 1st August must make the Com-
munist Parties realise the enormous importance of miljiary
work and propaganda in the army, Qur demonstration 1rajnst
war did nnt reach the broad masses of soldiers ani sailors.
The cases in which workers and soldiers have fratern'sed have
been isolated and bore no mass character, althoueh one of the
main obiects of the Auwust demonstration was v appeal 1n
the reason and the conscience of those hundreds of thousan s
~f soldiers who will be the first victims ol the coming war,
Bv now according the lirst nlace in the activity of the Com-
munist Parties to work in the imperialist armies we sever
the last tie connectine the Communist Parties with the lewalist
nposition. To the bourveoisie the imperialist army is its “holy
of holies”. to be carelully nrojected acainst anv hreath of -
munist influence. Communists workine in the barracks e
down unon themselves the sev-orest nenalties. for the indictm nt
against them is “hich treason”, In this question of anti-military
work, the oreatest irresolution is to he noted amone the com-
munists. Thev entrench themselves behind general phrases ins'cal
of performing practical revolutionary work.

These are our tasks after the 1st Aucust. The Cormintern
calls upon all Sections 1o take their nart in the aceomnlishmeni
of these tasks. to work unwearvingly for their fu'filment. to
crntinue the strugele at anv price. At the same time it callg
trmon the Sections to undertake a systematic examination of the
resyults hereby achieved durine the next few monthe 1Tnl~:<
these premises are realised, the great historical role of the
Ist August cannot be fully secured.

THE GERMAN PROLETARIAT ON OUTPOST DUTY.

The lessons learnt by the proletariat during the Mav Dayv
conflicts in Berlin were of paramount importance for the or-
ganisation of the anti-war day in Germany,

In most of the towns the authorities made eager pre-
parations for the suppression of the communist demonstratiois
on 1st August. In Hamburg, in Bavaria and Wurtemberg, th>
demonstrations were entirely prohitited. The chief of the Berlin
police, Zoryiebel, declared in an interview on the eve oi the
1st August that should any conilicts arise, the authorities woul.l
of course intervene immediately and energetically; it would I+
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advisable for non-participants to keep away from the demon-
stration. The social democrats came to the aid of the police
in their own way, spreading provocatory rumours and gathering
together their adherents for a counter-demonstration.

In Breslau the military were held in readiness in the bar-
racks. In the Ruhr district the social democratic newspaper
even tried to go one better than the police and the employers.
It called upon the social democratic workers to call all brawlers
to account on Ist August, and so forth.

Whilst preparing for the anti-war day, the German C. P.
organised numerous frontier gatherings in conjunction with
the French, Polish, Czech, and Swiss brother Parties. At Aix
la Chapelle, still occupied by Belgian troops, a great inter-
national demonstration was held, participated in by the re-
presentatives of five couniries. The demonstrators shouted out
their slogzans to the Belgian soldiers watching the procession
from their windows. On the Danish frontier a meeting of the
German and Danish workers was arranged; this was dispersed
by the police.

All these gatherings were preparations for the demon-
strations on 1st August. The greatest of these took place in
Berlin, where 150,000 workers, for the most part straight from
the workshop and factories, took part in the communist demon-
stration. The social democrats, on the other hand. were not
able to mobilise more than 50.000 persons for their demon-
stration, Also in the great industrial centres of Germany the
masses responded to the appeal of the C. P. G. In the Ruhr
district, in Essen. 10,000 workers took part in the march. On
Ist August the chimneys of the Krupp works were decorated
with red flags. In Diisseldorf and Leipzig there were demon-
strations of 12,000 workers, in Chemnitz and Konigsberg of
10,000, etc.

These huge demonstrations had not only the efiect of
inducing the bourgeoisie to resort fo the aid of the police,
but they threw the petty bourgeoisie into a state of wildzst
panic. In Chemmnitz, for instance, numerous trades people hastily
closed their shops as the time for the demonstration approached.
In Hamburg. where. as stated above. all demonstrations were
prohibited. the Communist Party called a meeting at which
15.000 workers were present. In Munich thousands of workers
thronced the streets. in spite of the prohibition of demon-
strations; among these demonstrators many members of the
prohibited Red Front Fighters League, in uniform, were to be
seen. In the Ruhr district the newlv created anti-Fascist organi-
sation. the “Ruhr Watch” demonstrated. In many places anti-
Fascist organisations were formed on 1st August.

In Berlin, Chemnitz, Konigsberg, etc. the building workers
stopped work. In Konigsberg 90 per cent. of the building work-
ers went on strike, in Chemnitz 3500. In Berlin the building
workers and members of factory councils proclaiming the sirike
were discharged. On the whole the demonstrations passed off
peacefully. In some places. however, bloody contlicts took place.
in spite of the iron discipline of the demonstrators, who refused
to let themselves be provoked by the Fascist authorities. In
Hamburg and Frankfort the police fired upon the demonstration.
A rlace can scarcely be named where the demonsirations passed
off without arrests.

The Right and Ultra-lLeft renegades from Communism
rlaved an especially despicable role in connection with the Red
Day.

On the 4th August the German C. P. again gave evidence
of its rower in anti-militarist demonstrations. A demonstration
took place in one of the largest undertakings of the 1. (i. Dve
Warks at Leverkusen, particinated in bv 15000 workers In
Miinster, where the influence of the Catholic church is dominant.
s workers demonstrated under communist slogans. All this
shows that the C. P. G. is carrving its slogans even info the
~rongholds of the enemy. into the centres of the war industry.
where it has hitherto possessed but slight influence.

(To be continued.)

FIGHT AGAINST RIGHT DANGER

On the Deviations and Mistakes of
Comrade Bukharin. !

From the “Pravda” of August 24th, 1929.

The decisions of the E.C.C.1. and of the C.C. of the C *
of Germany published in the last number of “Pravda™. =
opportunist mistakes of Comrade Bukharin, who up to
April Plenum of the C.C. of the C.P.S.U. was the resr:
sible editor of “Pravda” and one of the leaders of the C-
intern, deserve the most serious attention.

The role which Comrade Bukharin has played in the -.
ding work of our Party and of the whole Comintern is s:
ciently known. This fact alone compels us to deal in detail w
the grave opportunist mistakes which Comrade Bukharin *
comunitted in the course of the last period, in order to or.-
to make this perfectly clear to the broad masses of the C.:
of the Soviet Union as well as of the whole Comintern.

Already before the last Julv Plenum of the C. C. Comra -
Bukharin perceptibly deviated from the line of the XV. Pa-
Congress, This was the case in fundamental questions of Pa--
policy, such as the relation of the working class to the pe¢
santry, as well as the tempo and the direction of work in 1+
socialist reconstruction of agriculture. Already at that time -«
had to face the organised sabotage of the kulak portion of
village in the carrying out of the grain procuring, togew:
with vacillations of various middle peasant sections towz-!
the Kulak., Whilst our Party made certain concessions to ::
middle peasanfry (increase of grain prices) it considere!
necessary, unswervingly to continue the measures for the r=
construction of the villare in the sense of the decizions of -
XV. Party Congress (collective undertakings and Soviet fart-
on the basis of a determined attack upon the kulak and o -
alliance ot the poor and middle peasants with the Partv. C-=-
rade Bukharin at that time was inclined to renounce the -#.:
sive against the Kulak, to relevate into the background -
measures for the socialist reconstruction of the village. to red: >
the State regulation of trade and to grant the kulak a wh-
number of fundamental concessions in the direction of a &>
lopiment of capitalist relations in the village.

The Partv. on the other hand. sought a way out of t':
erain ditficnlties by means of co-operation and collectivisit
of auriculture (with a simultaneous consolidation of the alliz=:
with the middle peasants).

Comrade Bukharin sought this way out by means of
consolidation ol the capitalist upper strata of the village.
means of promoting the production of their undertakings k-
the market. As a result, for more than a year there existed pr-
found fundamental difierences of opinion between the line !
our Party and Comrade Bukharin's line. And if thess din-
rences of opinion did not come to licht already at that tun:
it was only due to the fact that Comrade Bukharin at ithy
time did not venture to defend consistently and determined’
his mistakes which led to the break with the line of our Parn

At the VI. Congress of the Cominlern also, Comral>
Bukharin made a number of erroneous statements both in -
report and in his concluding speech on the first item of
avenda ol the Congress (*The International Situation and =
Tasks of the Comintern™. When Comrade Bukharin spoke
post-war capitalism entering the third period of its developmem
he was inclined to conzider this as a period of the techni.
reconstruction of capitalism. as the period of the strengtheni
of the inner organisation ol capitalism. and in fact as a cm
solidation of capitalist s:abilisation. This standpoint was o
pressed by a whole number of delecates at the Congress (Ewer
Lovestone. Pepper). from whem Comrade Bukharin did »»
consider it necessary to dissociate himself. Further, in anah
sing the contradictions of  capitalist  stabilisation Comr.l
Bukharin stated that the outer centradictions of the capitii~
countries are bevinning to plav the decisive role and not '
inner contradictions between capital and proletariat (within :L:i




No. 47

International Press Correspondence

1003

Jividual countries and on an international scale). Only one
nclusion can be drawn from this: A revolutionary situation
only brought about by war and not by an accentuation of
e class struggle within the capitalist system along with the
owth of the war danger. Such an inference lulled to sleep the
volutionary — activity  of the Communist Parties  and
ovided the occasion for a demayogic agitation of social
mocracy, which declared that the Comintern, which desires
win the broad masses of the working class, is staking every-
my upon the card of war.

At the VI. Congress of the Comintern it was clearly seen
st Comrade Bukharin did not wish to conduct any figit
rainst those comrades (especially of the German Party) who
lopted a conciliatory attitude towards the Rights. On the
her hand, Comrade Bukharin did not show at the VL. Con-
-ess sufficient determination and consisiency in defending to
e last his erroneous statements and tendencies. The reso-
tions of the VI. Congress (among them being the resolution
1 the report of Comrade Bukharin on the international situa-
on and the tasks of the Comintern). atter they had been dis-
1s-ed in the Plenum and in the commissions of the Congress
1d also by the individual delegations, gave a decidedly Bolshe-
st answer to all the fundamental questions of the international
ommunist movement.

But when it was a question of converting these resolutions
1o action, when immediately after the Congress the Right and
viviliatory elements in the C.P. of Germany organised a
ewine revolt against the C.C. and against the line of the
1. Congress, we did not see Comrade Bukharin in the first
wks of the fighters for this line. Comrade Bukharin preferred
v stand diplomatically aside, without uttering or writing a
wzie word in delence of the line of the VI. World Congress
.ich everybody expected of him in view ol his position in the
smintern,” Nay more. Comrade Bukharin did not by a single
wrd protest against the speculation with his name; that the
wrnan conciliators claimed to have his solidarity, those con-

ators who had formed a resular bloc with  the Righl:.
wainst the C. C. of the German C. P. and even against the Com-
wern. Not a single participant in the German inner-Party

‘izgels could doubt aiter this that Comrade Bukharin is really
:me with the German conciliators who are fighting against
"¢ line of the Comintern.

Comrade Bukharin found time and opportunity in the
\wumn of 1928 to come forward openly against the general
me of the C, P. S. U. in his article: “Remarks of an Econo-
mst”, which has acquired unenviable fame. Comrade Bukharin’s
uiacks were chiefly directed against the tempo of our indu-
“rialisation, as provided for in the Five-Year Plan according
o the decisions of the XV. Party Congress. Comrade Bukharin’s
citicism, which is formally directed against the specialists
o the State Planned Economic Commission. is in fact direcfed
st the C. C. of our Party. Through the whole article
ere runs like a red thread the tendency of slowing down the
mpo of our industrialisation, of adaption to the “weak
points”. The very ambiguous remarks in this article by Com-
rade Bukharin regarding the degradation of agriculture caused
e reader to assume that in our country there is really taking
"ace a degradation of agriculture as a result of the erroneous
Mlicy of the Party, as the bourgeois professors have been
Tuintaining for a long time, Here again Comrade Bukharin
1ad not sufficient consistency to defend to the very end the
“indpoint which he had laid down in his article “Remarks of
11 Economist”,

) _Not quite a year has passed sinde the publication of this
iricle. The tempo which at that time was provided for our
;;mustry by the State Planned Economic Commission has been
L” Surpassed by the Five-Year Plan which has been adopted
0 the XVL. Party Conference and the V. Soviet Congress.
‘x‘,."““,‘bﬂ' of concrete corrections are already being made in
1: tFlVe-Yea( Plan in the direction of a further increase of
auth emPO-‘Llfe has shattered the sinister predictions of the
,‘,0n°\" of “Remarks of an Lconomist’, which remarks were
i;ld m:d by the disbelief in the forces of the working class
ruct] Overestimation of the dilficulties of socialist con-
e O and nothing has remained ot the whole capitulation
*ory of this article.

“nan‘who"gh the Party has from the beginning decidedly and
Imously rejected such an attitude, although Comrade

Bukharin was not yet determined in Autumn 1928 to defepyd
this view to the last consequences and it seemed that he would
overcome his vacillations, Comrade Bukharin has nevertheless
not abandoned his struggle against the general line of the
Party.

At the beginning of 1929, on the amniversary of Lenin's

.death, Comrade Bukharin published in the “Pravda™ an article

in which he, in a disguised form, resumed his attack on the
Central Committee. The article was full of sallies against our
leadership. which, allegedly, did not come up to the require-
ments of the latest science and technique. The reasons for these
shortcomings Comrade Bukharin could only see in the “in-
correct” policy; in the refusal to slow down the pace ot
industrialisation — condrary to all the scientific interpretations
of Comrade Bukharin —; that we were not inclined to make
concessions to the kulak; that we were not inclined to stake
our card on the capitalist development of the village. Bour-
geois “culture”, science, in the person of Kondratjeve and his
like, long ago pointed out to our country and to the Soviet
Power this means of overcoming the difficulties.

Comrade Bukharin adopted a still more direct and clear
position in his speech at the Moscow DPlenmn of the DParty
and Soviet organisations under the heading: “The political
legacy of Lenin”, His political line (which is now sufficientl
clear) of capitulation and concessions to the kulak elements
of the country, Comrade Bukharin recommended to the Party
as “Lenin's legacy”. When on this occasion some comrades
referred to Fduard Bernstein, who subjecied Marx to a revision
under the flag of Marxism, this was not at all a polemical
exaggeration. Comrade Bukharin has deserved this comparicon.
How could one react differently to the attempt of cloaking
opportunism and capitulatory tendencies with the banner ot
Lenin! If one were to judge according to Comrade Bukharin’s
report, then it would appear that Lenin never taught anything
else but “caution” towards the peasantry; that he never
mentioned anything of the kulak in his last article (why. there-
fore. does the Party again and again undertake its attacks on
the kulak); that Lenin considered the building up of commu-
nism in the village (Soviet farms and collective undertakings)
as an untimely idea and was in favour of carrying out indu-
strialisation by means of thriftiness and the simplification of
the State apparatus, but by no means by an “overburdening”
of the peasantry.

Thus Comrade Bukharin gradually developed a whole
system of opportunist views and a whole tactical line fundamen-
tally different from that of the Party. In international questions
Comrade Bukharin actually defends the thesis of the increasing
strength of capitalist stabilisation. There inevitably follows from
it the rejection of the whole conception of the VI. Congress
regarding the new revolutionary upsurge; there follows the
glossing over of the growing contradictions between the
working class and capitalism; there follows the support (for
the time being only diplomatically) of the Right and conciliatory
tendencies in the Comintern.

With regard to the inner-Russian questions: the slowing
down of the pace of industrialisation, using as a pretext the
weak spots; abandonment of the line of the XV. Party Congress.
of the policy of the broad and infensive socialist reconstruction
of agriculture; the idea of raising the level of the whole village
(on the basis of the individual peasant undertakings) that is to
say, the unchaining of the capitalist elements in the village; the
theory of peaceful co-existence with the kulak; the peaceful
growing of the kulak into socialism; the abandonment of the
consisient and determined struggle against bureaucratism in
the State apparatus by means of self-criticism, which in practice
would mean a conciliatory atfitude towards the distortion ol
the class line in the work of this apparatus and open con-
ciliatory tendencies towards that portion of the bourgcois
specialists in the town who are not prepared to settle down
to the idea of the Soviet Power. All this together represents
capitulation in face of the capitalist elements on all fronts ol
our socialist construction.

The Right opposition which has arisen in our Party thus
found in Comrade Bukharin its theorefician and leader. This
opposition has become the centre and point of attraction for
all Right, conciliatory elements who have separated from Com-
munisim or are about to separate from it in the international
COnHNUNist movemnend,
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After the April Plenum and the XVI. DParty Conference,
which criticised n detail the views of Comrade Bukharin and
of his foliowers in all the fundamental quest.ons of Party
policy one could expect that the represenlatives of the Kignt
upposition in our l-arty, although they may perhaps not opery
recognise their mistakes, woula at least reirain from a further
struggle against the Party line, which ‘has been splendidly
connrmed by all the experiences of our sociakist consiruction
in the course of the last months since the Conderence. But this
was not the case.

‘Lhis was not the case, before all with regard to Com-
rade Bukharin. Comrade Bukharin publishe. before the
X. Ilenum of the E. C. C. 1. an article on “Organised Mis-
management” in which he repeated, developed and deepenad
his mistakes which were ascertained at the VL. Penum and
which aiready at that time brought him very near to the Rights
and conciliators. Comrade Bukharin now speaks still more
openly ihan at the VI, Congress of the growth of the capi-
talist elements, of the orgamsed state of the capitalist system,
of overcoming the anarchist tendency in production and trade,
of the mitigation of the inner coniradictions. Comrade Bukhanin
has thereby made a decided step from the Marxist-Leninist
estimation of the system of monopolist capitalism to the views
of the social democratic decadents of Marxism trom the Hiler-
ding school, Needless to say this step encountered unanimous
and determined resistance on the part of the representatives, of
all the seotions at the X. Plenum. And precisely as an answer
to this conception the X. Plenum has relieved Comrade Bukharin
of his function as member of the Presidium of the E. C. C. L
and adopted that recently published political resolution on the
mistakes of Comrade Bukharin.

The Party is fully conscious of the great merits of Com-
rade Bukharin who for many years has foughi in our ranks
side by side with Lenin. 1he Party highly appreciates the great
work which Comrade Bukharin performed in the last years in
the leadership of our Party, already aiter Lenin's death, in
the struggle against Trotzkyism. Bui 1t is impossible for the

Party to consider Comrade Bukharin as the inlallible guardian

of “Lenin’s legacy”. The Party has not forgetten the great
mistakes which Comrade Bukharin commitied in the past, his
long struggle against Lenin. Comrade Bukharin still conducted
this struggle in the years of the imperialist world war, when
he vacillated between the semi-anarchist views on the State
and the programme of the Party on the one hand, and the con-
ciliatory tendencies towards the open centrist elements of the
kind of Trotzky and their opportunist conceptions.

For a number of years, during and after the war, Comrade
Bukharin defended anti-Leninist Luxemburg opinions regarding
the national question, which is of enormous importance in
the epoch of imperialism. In the year 1918 Comrade Bukharin
stood at the head of the fraction of the Leit Communists,
who almost brought about a split, and who whilst they them-
selves were sitting up to their ears in the petty bourgeois
bog, accused the Party and Lenin of degeneration. In the

vear 1919, at the VIII. Party Congress, Comrade Bukharin

was the first to criticise the Leninmist draft of the Party Pro-
gramme. In the year 1920 he wrote the brochure, “The Economy
of the Tramsition Period”, which called forth a number of
very energetic criticisms from Lenin (this brochure contained
various genms of Bukharin’s present ideas regarding “organised
capitalism”.) In the year 1921 Comrade Bukharin entered the
ranks of the Trotzkyist Cpposition to the Leninist C. C. and
made a number of quite impermissible concessions to the semi-
anarchist-syndicalist ideology of the labour opposition. Finally,
at the time of the IlI. Congress of the Comintern, also in the
year 1921, Comrade Bukharin fought against Lenin in the
fundamental questions of the tactics of the Comintern.

After Lenin’s withdrawal from work, Comrade Bukharin
came forward, after the XIl. Party Congress, in defence of
the deviation of the Georgian comrades, who later went over
to Trotzky, and in their overwhelming majority have been ex-
pelled from the Party together with the whole Trotzkyist Oppo-
sition. In the year 1925, at the beginning of the struggle against
the so-called new Opposition, Comrade Bukharin, who joined
the Party in this struggle, committed a number of great oppor-
tunist mistakes (the slogan “Enrich yourselves”; the declaration
regarding the kulak co-operatives, which, allegedly, along with
the concession undertakings, are growing into our socialist
system; the observations that it is possible for us to advance

must serve as a serious warning for Comirade Bukharin.

to socialism at a “snail’s pace”) although at that time he
mitied some of these mistakes.

However great the services of Comrade Bukharin in
past may be he has not therefore the right to come before
Party in the role of the infallible and only authentic interpr=
of Lenin's legacy and as the only guardian of this legacy.

That Comrade Bukharin has become, in the twelith j
of the Soviet Power, the leader of the Right Opposition io
Party; that his present mistakes surpass all the limits of
former mistakes,-proves the extent of the danger which threak
our Party from the Right deviation, without the exposure i
overcoming of which the successful socialist comstruction
our couniry and the further consolidation of the Party s
thinkable. The experience with the former oppositions she
us where the siruggle against the Parly leads. This experi

Whatever position Comrade Bukharin may adopt at pr
sent — whether he will have sufficient courage to admit
mistakes, or whether he will develop and deepen them furi
— our Party possesses sufficient proleiarian firmuess :
determination in order to continue the struggle against
Right deviation, which is disintegrating its ranks and to
duct this struggle to the final victory.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Resolution upon the X. Plenary
Session of the E.C. C. L and upo
the Tasks of the C. P. of Germany

Adopted by the Central Committee of the Communist Px
of Germany on the 14th August, 1929.

*  The Central Committee of the C. P. of Germany app
entirely of asd the decisions of the tenth plenary sessios
the E. C. of the C. L.

1. The most important decision of the tenth plenary sessiol
was the placing on record of the new phenomena in the ister- §
national class struggle which have shown themselves sinc !
sixth world congress: the sharply defined radicalisation of the
international working class and the mew wave of the revolv
tionary working class movement. The taking over of the res
of government by the most important parties of the Second
International creates, in view of the approaching war and ¢
increasing misery of the working class, the conditions for 2
serious crisis of the social democracy. This crisis leads inevk
tably to the loss of social-democratic influence upon the broad §
masses of the workers, and thus creates the most favourzble
conditions for the winning of the majority of the working clast
by the Communist Party.

The self-exposure of the social democracy and the growth
of communist influence upon the working masses urge h‘*‘
proletariat to adopt the methods of a more active struggie
against the bourgeoisie. The class struggles are beginning 1?
develop from offensive struggles of the bourgeoisie into counx
offensive struggles on the part of the proletariat, and parth
into direct offensive struggles on the part of the proletariat. The
Central Committee draws {he attention of the party membersnip
and of the whole proletariat fo the extreme importance of this
new situation for the future mass-struggles of the proletarid: {
and fo the leading role of the communists in these struggie’-

The Stabilisation of Capitalism more Decayed and Shaky.

2. The plenary session of the E. C. C. L. rightly pointtd
out that the development of events had proved completely e
correctness of the policy laid down by the sixth world o
gress of the C. 1. Contrary to the prophecies of the social
democracy, which were repeated by the right-wingers and the
conciliators, the stabilisation of capitalism has not becomé
firmer and stronger, but more decayed and shaky. The dang
of a new imperialist war, and in particular of ‘an imperiali!
war of intervention against the Soviet Unionm, has beco™

much more acute in recent months, as the evenmts in M
churia show. Despite the bitter struggles within the camp o H
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e imperialists, the most important, world dominating contra-
ction, the contradiction between the capitalist world and the
wiet Union, the inevitable conflict between two diametrically
posed class societies, is intensifying more and more. The
pes of the bourgeoisie for a capitalist degeneration of the
wiet Union have been completely shattered. The work of socialist
nstruction in the Soviet Union and the victorious offensive,
der the leadership of the C. P. of the Soviet Union, against
¢ capitalist elements in town and country in the viet
lion, are already showing magnificent successes. The decisive
mination of the socialist economic forms over the capitalist
ments is already guaranteed. The tremendous development
socialist industry, the speedy mass-collectivisation of agri-
lture, the imitial results of the carrying out of the Five-Year
an for the construction of Socialism, considerably strengthen
e basis of the proletarian dictatorship, increase its capacity
r defence and represent, therefore, gigantic achievements not
ily for the toiling masses in the Soviet Union, but for the
bole world proletariat.

The Approaching Revolutionary Crisis.

3. The tenth plenary session of the E. C. C. I. devoted parti-
ilar attention to the questions of the German working class
svement and to the German Communist Party whose fighting
periences formed the central point of the session. The new
-gulation of the reparations question by the Young Plan leads
1an ever closer participation of Germany in the front of the
u-soviet imperialist war policy. Particularly important was
® statement of the plenary session that the double oppression
I the German proletariat by the reparations payments and the
wloitation  of the German bourgeoisie ‘“‘speeded up the
pproach of a revolutionary crisis in Germany”, Together with
e growing strike struggles and the new wave of the revolu-
oniry movement, the May struggles of the Berlin proletariat
re of the greatest international importance because they showed
ot only the fighting initiative of the proletariat, but also the
rength of the influence of our Party. The plenary session
niirmed the statement of the Wedding party congress that
e Berlin May events represent a turning point in the class
wiggle in Germany and accelerate the pace of the revolu-
«ary advance of the German working class movement”. At
i same time the plenary session declared itself ‘‘completely in
greement with the tactical line of the German C. P. during
be Berlin May events”.

The Social Fascist Character of the German S. D. P.

1. With the intensification of the class struggle the Social
Democratic Parties, which are firmly coalesced with the
implovers and the capitalist State apparatus, develop more and
fWore towards social fascism, which is not only a tendency
i the German social democracy. but alrgady a fact. The
Party must conduct a broad enlightenment campaign in order
'o tonvince not only its own members, but the whole of the
sorking class of the social-fascist character of the German
3. D. P. Social-fascism is socialism in hypocritical phrases and
f'SFISm in deeds. Under a socialist-democratic flag, the German
“cial democracy is in reality carrving out a fascist pdlicy on
Ul fields: wrth regard to foreign policy, a chauvinist campaign
U war incitememt; internal policy, the preparation of an open
st dictatorship and the suppression of the working class
vih fascist methods; social economic policy. the unlimited
worsening of the position of the proletariat in the open service
(I)’I' finance capitalism. One of 'the nmiost important tasks of our
IV is to expose social-fascism, to develop an annihilating
P}'Oletanan mass-struggle against its reactionary policy and
i the same time to increase the struggle against open fascism.

Bolshevist Criticism of Delficiencies.

. The tenth plenary session of the E. C. C. I exercised
;'”‘”P bolslqevist self-criticism of the deficiencies and errors of
. the sections of the C. I. The German C. P. was criticised
‘Telly for the insuffcient organisational consolidation of its
Ireased mass influence, for its weaknesses in the carrying out
o the political mass-strike after the Mav evemts. and for the
Mulicient organisation of ils groups in the faclories. The
Jny must make good these deficiencies with the greatest
"ed and determination in order to be capable of performing
* tasks in the coming revolutionary struggles.

Conditions for the Winning of th> Majority of the Workers.

6. The tenth plenary session placed a sertes of extremelv
important fighting tasks before all Communist Parties, tashs
which determine the fundamental nature of their policy in the
coming period. The course of the recent mass struggles in a
number of countries has confirmed on an international scale
the lessons of the German events, i, e. that under present-day
conditions and with the extreme intensification of the class
struggle, ecomomic struggles take on a definite political cha-
racter everywhere and develop more and more frequently into
political mass strikes. The intensification of the class struggle
shows itself in the political measures of oppression taken by
the bourgeoisie and the social lascists against the working
class, whilst at the same time the working masses adopt
higher forms of the political struggle against the State power
and against the fascist organisations (political mass-strikes,
proletarian self-defence organisations against police terror, the
disarming of the fascists). The plenary session placed the
problem of the political mass strike before the Communist
Parties as “the decisive problem” of the immediate future. It
pointed out at the same time that in view of the approaching
new revolutionary wave, the winning of the majority of the
working class was “the central task of the Communist Parties”.
The preliminary condition is the winning of the leading role
in the working class movement, that is, the leadership by the
Communist Parties in all the actions of the working class, in
the labour struggles, in street demonstrations, in order 1o
guarantee the bolshevist leadership of the proletariat in the
decisive struggles. The basis of the this policy is formed by
the application of new forms of the united front tactic from
below with the greatest possible participation of the un-
organised masses in the struggle. For this purpose the commu-
nists must concentrate all their forces onto the factories anl
make them into Communist strongholds. In the struggle against
the threatening danger of war, against the offensive of the
employers and against the slanderous campaign of the refor-
mists, all the sections of the C. I. must conduct a broad cam-
paign of enlightenment concerning the tremendous successes of
the socialist constructive work in the Soviet Union. The activitv
of the communists and of the revolutionary trade union oppo-
sition within the reformist trade unions must under no circum-
stances be weakened upon the basis of our tacticai changa, but
on the contrary, it must be strengthened very decisively. In
order to strengthen the influence of the Communist Parties in
the factories and to give all the struggles oi the working class
an organised character, it is necessary to form revolutionary
shop stewards bodies which are elected by the workers in all
factories and in particular in the large-scale factories. The
plenary session has made it the duty of all sections “to carrv
out a radical change in the methods of work upon the ficll
of the revolutionary activity amongst the most exploited and
oppressed sections of the proletariat, the working women, the
working youth and the landworkers”. And finally. in view ol
the danger of a loss of legality, the plenary session male i
the duty of all sections to carry out immediately all the ne-
cessary political and organisational measures in order to in :-
bilise a mass struggle against this danger and to ensure the
continuation and even the extension of the mass work under
conditions of illegality, and to be prepared at any time to
combine the illegal with the legal methods of work.

The Cleansing of the Sections from all Right-Wing and Con-
ciliatory Elements.

7. Upon the field of inner-party work the central task of
the Communist International is ihe struggle against opportu-
nism, the bearer of bourgeois influence into the working class<
and of social democratic tendencies into the communist mo-
vement. Without cleansing their ranks from the open and covert
opportunist elements, the sections will not be able to carry
out their new fasks. A number of parties have already great
successes fo book with regard to the cleansing of their ranks
from the rotten. opportunist elements which play a strike-
breaking role in the proletarian class struggle (German,
French, Polish, American and Czechoslovakian C. P.'s). The
plenary session also pointed out that “the conciliators who
act as cowardly opportunists and protect open liquidatorialism.
have recently adopted the position of the right-wingers in all
the most important questions of the communist movement, an:l
have taken over the role of the right-wingers in the C. L~
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Following upon the expulsion of the right-wing liquidators, the
conciliators, and in particular the leading conciliatory groups
(Bukharin-Tomsky in the C. P.. of the Soviet Union, Ewert-
Meyer in the German C. P, and Humbert-Droz) have become
the rallying points for all the defeatist tendencies and the
bearers of all opportunist opinions. The plenary session placed
a number of elementary conditions before the representatives
of the international conciliators, upon the basis of which they
might remain members of the Communist Parties. Failure to
fultil any one of these conditions would result in expulsion from
the C. I. The plenary session removed the chief representative
of cowardly opportunism in the C. P. of the Soviet Union,
comrade Bukharin, from the Presidium of the E. C. C. I. Despite
the fact that the 16th Party conference of the C. P. of the
Soviet Union (April 1929) sharply condemmed his fractional
activity which was directed against the general policy of the
C. P. of the Soviet Union, Comrade Bukharin has systematically
continued his struggle against the policy of the Comintern and
of the C P. of the Soviet Union. In recent articles he has de-
veloped those blatant opportunist deviations, which were justly
criticised at the time of the sixth world congress of the C. I.
in the delegations of the C. P.'s of the Soviet Union and of
Germany, into a political platform in the form of the theory
of “organised capitalism”, which represents an ideological
capitulation to Hilferding, and an open approach towards social
demacratic revisionism. Whilst condemning this and similar
conciliatory attacks, the plenary session also confirmed the
expulsion of the right liquidators, the renegades of communism
(Lovestone, Jilek, Hais, Brandler, Thalheimer and Co.).

The Lessons of the 1st and the 11th August.

8. The Party must learn from the events of the Ist and the
11th August. On the Ist August we were successful in organ-
ising revolutionary mass demonstrations on the International
Red Day ithroughout the whole of Germany, but particularly i
Berlin. In the carrying out of the Red Day, however, a number
of serious deficiencies and weaknesses showed themselves. The
Central Committee pointed in particular to the following: ihe
insuflicient connection of all daily questions with the stiuggle
against the danger ol war, the insufficient formation and ex-
tension of the anti-war cominittees, the faint-hearted and passive
attitude of individual party members before the 1st Auvgust, the
legalist retreat in the face of the bsurgeois State power in
certain places, and the deficient preparation and carrying out
of the limited political protest strikes in the factories. The
campaign against the reactionary constitution celebrations on
the 11th August was also successful on the whole. The Party
developed a correct, bolshevist, clear and fighting policy towards
the bourgeois republic; stood up as the only organised mass
force, against social-fascism and the Reichsbanner, and stirred
up broad masses of the workers against the bourgeois republic.
However, in this action also considerable deliciencies were
shown. In Berlin, in the days prior to the 11th August a number
of legal and illegal demonstrations against the bourgeois republic
were held and a successful defence against the attacks of the
Reichsbanner upon the workers was organised. The Reichs-
banner parade on the 11th August showed the complete lack
of success of the counter-revolutionary constitution celebrations
and the isolation of the Reichsbanner formations from the whole
of the working class, and represented a defeat of social fascism.
The deficiencies of the Party in this campaign were above all
the lack of sufficient enlightenment amongst the workers con-
cerning the essence and the character of social fascism, and
the organisational weaknesses of the counter-demonstration on
the 11th August. '

The Next Tasks of the Party.

v. Numerous new tasks result for the C. P. of Germany from
the decisions of the tenth plenary session of the E. C. C. I.. and
the Central Committee points in particular to the following:

a) Energetic political and ideological utilisation of the de-
cisions of the Wedding party congress and of the tenth plenary
session of the E. C. C. 1. ’

b) The continuation of the anti-war campaign. Following
upon the successful revolutionary mass demonstrations on the
Ist August over the whole of Germany, the anti-war committees
i all factories must be firmly consolidated. and where such

anti-war committees do not exist, or where the factories -
elected delegates to the local committees, such anti-war .
mittees must immediately be formed and organised up:-
national scale. The Party must head for the cailing of a ¢
letarian anti-war congress in the winter months and for -
Furpose it must carry out a broad mass-mobilisation in -
actories and the revolutionary working class organisat.
Great mass demonstrations must be prepared for the 7:ih \
vember. The national congress of working women on
20th October in Berlin must be prepared by all party orgis
isations with the greatest possible activity with a view
mobilising the masses of the working women against imperi:is
war and to preparing them for the great labour struggles in -
coming winter months.

c) The immediate building up of an organisation of re.
lutionary shop stewards in the factories. This task mus: =
carried out in the closest connection with the political ::
economic siruggles of the workers.

d) Increase of the activity to bring about econo:::
struggles for the improvement of the proletarian standards ¢
living (extra-tarifi wage movements) and the possible efforts =
develop such struggles into a political mass strike.

e) The speedy building up of proletarian self-defence o
nisations in the factories as the organ ol the whole facir.
workers, and the formation of broad, firm, permanent, indep.-
dent proletarian defence organisations on the initiative of "
Party, The existing Red Defence organisation of the fight::.
working class must not disappear in the new defence organ
sations to be formed by the Party, but must continue to ev-
as the basis and the nucleus of the whole proletarian s
defence movement and must continue their work under .

circummstances and at any costs under the altered condition:
The previous unclarity, vacillations and failures upon this re
volutionary field of work, wnich is of decisive importzn:
must be ruthlessly done away with.

f) Increased attention and increased initiative in the lead::-
ship of the unemployed workers movement, which is becomir:
one of the burning questions of the day in consequence of i<
increasing unemployment, the increase in the cost of Iui
and the brutal measures ol the coalition government agains
the unemployed workers. Enlivenment and re-organisaion ot
the unemployed workers committees. Mobilisation of the whol2
working class on behalf of the unemployed workers. A wam-
paign for the reduction of working hours, for the seven-our
day, for refusal to work overtime, in order to support the un-
employed workers. In close connection with the struggles <
the whole working class the Party must develop the unem:-
ployed workers movement in the direction of bold revoi-
tionary mass actions,

¢) Decisive strengthening of the communist work in the

trade unions. Struggle against all capitulatory tendencies aind

all tendencies to leave the unions, Firmer organisation oi th:
revolutionary trade union opposition. Continuation of the new
tactical line in order to increase the activity of the unorganizd
masses of the proletariat.

h) Continuation of the struggle against social fascism and
against the bourgeois republic which was carried out success-
fully in the mobilisation of the masses against the counter-revo-
lutionary constitution celebrations. Special attention must b2
paid to the coming municipal elections.

i) A radical re-organisation of the unsatisfactory work o
the Young Communist League. At the coming League congi::
a decisive change in the system of work must be made, and
the necessary choice of leaders carried out in order to guarin
tee the carrying out of the correct political line. Preparation
and carrying out of the International Day of Youth with the
energetic support of the whole Party. All-round increase of
the work for the revolutionarisation of the young worker:
and for the strengthening of the Y. C. L. of Germany.

j) Inner-party tasks: struggle against the defeatist elements
which showed themselves in connection with the preparation
of the Red Day on the 1st August as in connaction with former
actions of the Party. Increase of the self-confidence of the party
members. Abolition of deficiencies and shortcomings by con-
crete bolshevist seli-criticism in all the party bodies and orgs
nisations. In the present period the chief danger is that the
Party might remain behind the developmeat of the revolu-
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tonary mass movements. The whole membership must carry
on a decisive struggle against all suchk tendencies to limp
along in the rear of the mass movement, which represent a
reflection of the social democratic remnants in the communist
movement.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Germany.
(Section of the Third International.)

The XIIIL. Congress of the C. i’.
of Spain.
By M. Garlandi, Moscow.

Of all the countries of Europe Spain is the most backward
as regards economic forms and feudal relations alongside of
modern capitalist economic forms. This character of the econo-
mic structure of Spain is the basis of a whole series of political
ets in the public life of Spain. Still, the backward and the
new economic forms found a point of contact in the develop-
ment ol finance-capital hewemony.
~ Finance capital, of which De Rivera is the tool and which
1+ subject to the various changes in the relations of foreign
imperialists (Spanish industry is influenced in a large measure
by American, English and’ French capital). has acquired a
power which endangers the development of the national eco-
nemy of Spain. The big feudal lords, who are interested as
shareholders in the industrial companies and in the bank
speculations, in this way share directly in the power and prevent
land_reform, which might be a means of expanding the markst
tor Spanish industry. Spanish capitalism is weak and crumbly.
The dictatorship of Rivera assumes. on the one hand. the task
ci ppposing the danger of the Labour movement, whose organi-
sations show noticeable progress; on the other hand. it is
tving to bring about a union of the ruling groups of Spain.
This process of uniting politically the ruling classes. which
has zone on in spite of many differences and has. at the sane
ume, created new and profound differences, is by no means
complete. The weakness of capitalism in Spain itself and the
fight which the big imperialists are carrying on in Spain, each
with the object of securing the hegemony and privileges, by

¢aining the support of one or another group. make the politi-
@i game of the dictatorship more and more complicated. The
“success™ of the dictatorship in the matter of uniting poalitically
the ruling forces is, therefore, built on sand. |

Social-Democracy has become intimately friendly with the
dictatorship. Although the Social-Democratic Party of Spain
has never openly coniessed this friendship, but rather — since
the year 1923 — proclaimed its “neutrality” in the conflict “bet-
ween the ruling groups” (i. e. in relation to the coup-d'etat)
docial Democracy has really heen co-operating with Primo de

Rivera and is still doiny so. While combating all other opNOosi-
tons  with illegal means the conservative. constitutional
monarchists included — he has permitted the Social Democratic
Party of Spain to function as a leyal partv and has done the
same for the reformist organisations, which he has frequently
accorded public praise. The so-called social policy oi Rivera
and the law for the regulation of economic contflicts, which
renders compulsory the setting up of “parify conunissions”
(a_trade union, which does not acknowledge the parity com-
missions, is denied legal existence), were created with the
assistance of the Social Democratic organisations, which in
this manner became part of the machinery of State and organi-
sations of a Fascist type.

.The development of the international contradictions of
t@pitalism in Spain, which development was accelerated by the
I‘OI!C}’ of the dictatorship. and the aggravation of the inter-
National situation, as also the rise of the mass movement. com-
pelled Primo de Rivera in the year 1927 to organise an advisory
assembly nominated from above. It is a kind of grand Fascist
‘ouncit on a broader basis than that created by Mussolini in
ltaly. and its discussions are public, in contrast to the secrecy
observed in Italy.

he creation of the advisory assembly was rewvarded by
several (including some of our comrades) as a svmptom of
gradual return to a parliamentarv-democratic regime. These
People saw in the fact of the creation of the advisory assembly
ot a weakness of the dictatorship but a sign of its consolida-
ton. In reality, the advisory assembly manoeuvre served Primo

e Rivera to get a hold on the Social Democrats and a munber

of other antagomistic or indifferent groups; for it gave the
impression that he was trying to set up “a normal” constii-
tional regime. Instead of normalisation, however, the inner
situation was aggravated,

The Moroccan war, the misery in the country, the move-
ment of the peasant masses and of the workers in the towu-,
of the autonomists and separatists in the various provinces. the
dissatisfaction among the officers and the petty bourgeois
masses, the strike of the students this year — all this cuised
de Rivera to declare his readiness to resign, But to whom
should he hand over the power? The weakness of the position
of de Rivera corresponds to the weakness and instability ot the
whole regime in Spain.

The Communist Party of Spain was formed by the fusion
of wroups of the Social Democratic Party of Spain and o1 the
Anarcho-Syndicalists. The old ideology of these groups has not
been overcome by the work of the last nine years and is the
cause of all the disharmony in the Party and of the slowress
of its development. The petty-bourgeois, anarchist influences
are observable in the most various matlers and in all questions,
The illegal existence entered upon by the Party when it took
the first steps towards transiormation into a Communist Pariv
was not a school of Bolshevism, and the different croups,
headed by inexperienced leaders. fought against one another
and split up into still smaller groups. A search for the political
mistakes discloses that each of the groups took a false point
of view. Those which claimed to defend the most radical stani-
point usually hid their opportunism beneath the radical phrase-
ology. In spite of all this, the most determined portion ol the
masses followed the Communist Party of Spain in consoguence
of the unhappy experiences they had had with Social Democracy
and Anarcho-Syndicalism. The Communist Party of Spain hus
led many mass movements, but, owing to insufficient Com-
munist preparation, the Party was not able to exploit politi-
cally and organisationally the results of its work. Qur Party
in Spain is a real workers' party, and we therefore have the
foundation for the creation of a real Communist Partv. Bu!
the Communist Party ol Spain must draw from its own ranks
capable leaders for the revolutionary class struuule,

The nine years of existence of the Communist Party of
Spain constitutes an experience from which every comrade mus!
draw the lesson. This lesson is a hard one. The Comummist
International has several times intervened in the affairs ot the
Spanish Party and given directives. advice and help. It is
indisputable that the Communist International must support the
C.P. of Spain still more than it has done in the past. But the
Spanish comrades must also support the Comintern; they mus:
help the Comintern to siit from the ranks of the Spanish Party
all the elements of decomposition, of fractionism, all the lasv
and incapable, who tend to disintegrate the Darty.

The Third Congress of the C.P. of Spain has shown tha!
there is a group of good working-class comrades in the Party
from most diverse parts of the country. many of whom hue
been active in the Labour movement for more than twenty
years. But all these comrades have no idea of the big problem
confronting the proletariat aud the PParty. The Party does nnt
know that it is the proletariat alone that can take the leadine
role in the fight against the dictatorship and awvainst capitalizm;
plaving with conspiracies is only keeping it back: the idea is
widely spread in the Party that “first the dictatorship must fall
and then the class struggle can begin”., That is the view of
Italian Social Democracy in regard to Fascism and Mussolini!
One of the delegates at the congress stated: “We must support
the petty-bourgeoisie. which is fighting against the dictator-
ship (but where is this “fichting” bourgeoisie?), by insisting
on certain conditions from the dictatorship.” Our brave com-
rades from Catalonia. whose revolutionary enthusinsm we
would not call in question, supported at the congress the slovan
of the *“Democratic-Republican Federation”. The Spanish wor-
kers are, therefore, to fight for the reactionary republic (ior.
Spanish comrades, the democratic republic of the bourgeoisie
is reaction!'). ’

The congress has convinced itself that the directives of the
Comintern in regard to the policy of the Party are right. The
congress is also convinced that the Party must alter its orcani-
sations, its methods of operation and its whole mentalitv, \!
the conclusion of the congress, the comrades in the opposition
honestly declared that they saw their errors,

It was not difficult to prove that the Spanish Partv was
exposed to a serious “right wing” danger. for it wasz not con-
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fined to groups but extended to the whole Party. Combating
the right-wing danger in the C.P. of Spain t0-day means
rectifying under the leadership of the C.I. all mistakes made
by the Party in all directions. The C.P. of Spain is following,
somewhat belatedly, the call of the V. Comintern Congress for
Bolshevisation. It must make up for the time which has been
lost. It is probable, nay, even certain that, owing to the new
course being taken by the Party, further elements will fall away.
But in the ranks of the proletariat of Spain and in the ranks
of the Spanish workers the Party has a tremendous reserve of
strength, ‘

It must begin a new work. The situation in Spain requires
that our Party should be prepared, prepared for the fight
against Fascism and against Social Fascism in Spain, which
. fight it must lead with energy and without hesitation. The
workers and agricultural labouring masses have shown that
they are not afraid to fight. It is up to us to show that we are
prepared to take into our hands the lead in the fight.

The Party already has the opportunity to show that it has
comprehended the meaning of its third congress. De Rivera is
preparing a new constitution. Around this all the reactionary
jorces of Spain are concentrating. The Social Democrats have
proclaimed that they favour the old constitution of the year,
1876. i. e. they are for the status quo ante, but they will do
nothing against the new constitution. The Anarcho-Syndicalists
will adopt the same attitude. We, however, must adopt a clear
class attitude against both the new and the old constitutions,
against the monarchy of yesterday and against that of to-day:
we must lead the fight against the consequences of unemploy-
ment, for higher wages, against the arbitration system, against
the dictatorship, for right of combination and freedom of the
press, for unlimited right to strike, against the danger of war
and for the defence of the Soviet Union.

If the C.P. of Spain, in conjunction with its executive com-
mittee, will fight against the disintegrating and passive elements
in its ranks, and participate energetically and with a clear
fighting programme in the next class fights, it will create a
firm foundation for its reorganisation. And proletarian Spain
will at last find in this Party the leader of its revolution.

“SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
SOVIET UNION

A Historic Decree of the SNoviet
Government.

Uninterrupted Production from the 1st October — The Aboli-
tion of All Religious Holidays.

By L. F. Vinouv.

The idea of the so-called uninterrupted working week which
was raised for the first time not so very long ago, has now
taken on the form of a practical and binding decree of the
Soviet Government. The introduction of the seven hour day,
the socialist competitive scheme, and now the uninterrupted
working week are the three great contributions of the mass
initiative of the ruling prolefariat released by the victorious
revolution, in the present period of socialist construction.

The decree of the Soviet Government, whicn was published
on the 27th August, contains the following provisions:

Point one provides for the commencement of the systematic
reorganisation of the factories and Soviet offices on the
Ist October, which is the beginning of the coming economic
vear.

Point two stresses the fact that this reorganisation must
take place with full consideration for the interests of the
workers employed on the factories and offices in question. In
particular, the reorganisation must not diminish the previous
number of free days in the year and must not increase the
number of hours per year worked.

- The decree contains no concrete measures concerning the
distribution of the rest days. According to the previous course
o1 the preparatory work, the following arrangement will pro-
bably be made: The previous working year contained 300 wor-
king days and 65 rest days. including Sundays and revolu-

tionary and religious holidays. In the future, there will s
be five revolutionary holidays upon which no work will
done, The previous proposals provide for general days |
rest on the Ist and 2nd May, the 7th and th November :
a further revolutionary holiday or memorial day (interna:i::
women’s day, the anniversary of Lenin's death, etc. or one ex}_
year in turn). Otherwise the shifts will take their day of =} °
every sixth day instead of, as previously, every seventh d=
and thus the obligatory 65 rest days in the year will res
apart df course, from the legal annual vacation.

Point three of the decree enumerates those categories
factories and offices in which the reorganisation must .
carried out first of all. These are:

a) Coal and iron production, the production of buildi
material, power stations, all State, co-operative, and other jou
building enterprises, particularly railway and road building:

b) those manufacturing undertakings which can alres»
be supplied with the necessary increased supplies of raw s
terials and half finished goods;

c) in other branches of industry, those individual wor:-
hops should be first reorganised where an increase of p-
duction is particularly necessary;

d) loading and unloading work and the commercial tris-
port operations;

e) forestry; and

f) State and co-operative wholesale and retail trade in it
towns and working class settlements. [

The other points of the decree contain instructions to “:{
various authorities and institutions concerning the measur
which must be worked out to satisfy the cultural and other -
quirements of the workers in reorganised undertakings.

What is the chief significance of this reorganisation? I~
chief significance is that the socialist constructive work *
speedened up to a tremendous extent.

As from now.on the factories will work 360 days a :ex
instead of 300, there will be the possibility of an almost X~ '
increase” of industrial production without any correspondin
increase in the capital invested. The reorganisation means th’
the number of employed workers can be increased by one six:
thus considerably diminishing unemployment.

The shortage of commodities, one of the most impor:r!
symptoms and at the same time one of the causes of ht
difficulties facing the socialist constructive work, will be con-
siderably mitigated.

The uninterrupted working week is one of those factors
which provide the material basis for the new slogan of e
Soviet proletariat: “Carry out the Five Year Plan in four Years!”

The reorganisation will make possible a much better and
more effective organisation of the supplies of food and other
products to the population.

The reorganisation will facilitate and increase the tempo ¢
the cultural progress amongst the masses of the population.

It is not necessary to deal in detail with the signilicance
of the abolition of all religious holidays, for the struggle agains
religion and against the church, and thus for one of the mu<
important fields of the cultural revolution. The “Pravda” ccr-
rectly points out that the abolition of the religious holidays
is the greatest blow against religious superstition in the Soviet
Union since the promulgation of the decree separating the
church from the State. )

~ Apart from these main revolutionary results, the reorgz
nisation will also bring a whole series of smaller but taken
together, considerable improvements for the workers. Let u:
take for instance the following examples: Should a worke’
have anything to settle with the authorities, or anything to do
which cannot be done on a general day of rest, then under
the reorganisation he will not be compelled to take the ne-
cessary time off his work. Under the new system, that pheno-
menon will be abolished which is to be seen internationally in
all great department stores, On week days during the day very
few buyers are to be found in the stores, whereas in the
evenings and on Saturday afternoons they are so crowded
that shopping becomes an unnecessarily wearisome business.
Or, another example: What a tremendous improvement it will
be when the workers who wish to use their day of rest in
order to go out into the country, are not compelled to squeez?
themselves into overcrowded trains like sardines in a tin.
Under the new system the workers excursions intp the country
will be equally divided over all days of the week and ouver-
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rowding will therefore not take place. One could cite scures
i such examples which, taken as a whole, represent a very
m_llsidlgfrab)e improvement in the organisation Qf the workers
aily life.

Not only the authorities, but also the masses themselves are
arning their attention energetically to organising the un-
nterrupted working week. There are, of course, many diffi-
ulties and  hindrances to be overcome (raw material questions,
uestions of the reorganisation of the trade union and cultural
vork, etc.). The way the masses have taken up the idea of
he uninterrupted working week, however, was shown by the
iementary storm of protest which arose amongst the industria)
vorkers in Leningrad and Moscow when Comrade Uglanov,
he People’s Commissar for Labour exaggerated the difficulties
i the reorganisation and declared that ‘‘haste was not neces-
ary” in introducing the new system. The tremendous success
i the socialist constructional work in recent years has so
onsolidated the class consciousness of the masses and the
onsciousness of their power that today they are much less in-
lined than formerly to let themselves be influenced in their re-
volutiomary advance by the pessimistic mood of individual
eading comrades.

Carrying out the Five-Year Plan
in Four Years.

Material for Pessimists and Opportunists.

The following is taken from the
mitcheskaya Zhisn” of 18th August 1929,

It is not so long ago that the Planned Economy Commission
put fjorward the idea of drafting the Five-Year-Plan in two
lorms: One, a modest so-called “minimal variant” and the other,
the so-called “optimal variant”. It will be remembered with
what energy the right-wing opportunist elements and the bour-
geois specralists opposed the optimal variant of the Five-Year-
Plan. It is characteristic that these elements regarded even the
mnimal variant as extremely strained and only possible with
e greatest possible efforts. We can still hear their warnings:
“Special care with the figures”; “Scientific honesty”; Conscien-
taus calculation of all the factors of the economic situation”,
and all the other apparently objective arguments with which a
number of groups in the State apparatus, in the economic or-
gans, in the trade unions and also in the Party sought to hide
their petty bourgeois vacillations and their opportunist fear of
the generous programme of the socialist offensive.

The Party and the working class did not permit themsalves
‘0 be confused by these pessimist warnings and fears. They
did not believe the prophecies of the right-wing elements who
declared that in the very first year of the Five-Year-Plan the
cconomic life of the Soviet Union would enter into a chronic
risis if the optimal variant of the Five-Year-Plan were taken
a4 the basis -for the constructional programme. The t6th Con-
ference of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the
i Soviet Congress adopted the optimal variant oi the Five-
Year-Plan and it alone.

Reality has completely refuted the Jeremiahs, It must even
¢ said very clearly that reality has overtaken even the economic
'C)mpo of development projected in the optimal variant of the
Plan. The first year of the Five-Year-Plan showed clearly that the
"gures set by the plan for the development of the various
séctions of the national economic system. would have to be
revised, but not in the sense that these figures were oo high, but
in the sense that they were too low.

Let us examine the control figures for industry in the eco-
nomic year 1929/30. Do they confirm the prophecies of the
{‘L’ht-ngers according to which the speed oi economic deve-
Opment decided upon by us, was impossible and exaggerated?
\Ot in the least. According to the optimal variant of the Five-
\t‘-ar-P-lar} of the Planned Economy Comunission, the second year
of the Five-Year-Plan should have seen a 10.0% increase of
's?d"““,al production. The Five-Year-Plan confirmed by the
e l,SOWet Congress, glmost doubled this figure. And what does
Oa“.y show? [n reality, our politico-economic position and the
'alf:ef""g up of great reserves of socialist reconstruction, permits
o 2!(:)\crease of production for the vear 1929:30 not of 10%. not
o th%"bm of an average of 28.7%;, The increase of production
be o Idustry producing the means of production, will not

B% as provided for in the Plan. but 37.3%. (Since the

“Ekono-

ublication of this article in the , Ekonomitcheskaya Zhisn"” u
urther increase has been decided upon. Ed. Inprecorr.) Thiz
means nothing more nor less than a 51% increase of that pro-
gramme contained in the most daring, the optimal variant draft
of the Five-Year-Plan. This is the speed with which socialist
industry is advancing in the first stage of the reconstruction.
at a time when the socialist competitive scheme is still in its
beginnings. The perspective opens up before us that we shall
be able to carry out the Five-Year-Plan within four years:. [t
must be pointed out in this connection, that the “friends” of our
industrialisation, amongst the, pessimists and opportunisis of all
shades, were not long ago of the opinion that it would be a
great victory of the Soviet Power if the minimal variant. i. e
that draft of the Plan whose proposals for the coming yaur
have been increased threefold by reality, were carried out in
six years.

Perhaps the right-wingers think of taking their revenge in
agriculture. Perhaps the Party and the Government have made
some mistakes here. No, this is not the case. The tendencies oi
agricultural development offer the right-wingers no consolation.
Let us take an example: The collectivisation plan provided for
the formation of 7000 collective undertakings in the R.S.F.S. R.
in the economic year 1928/29, Up till the 1st Jume i, e. in the
first eight months of the economic year, 11.340 collective under-
takings had been formed. It may reasonably be assumed that
in the total year the original plan will be carried out to a more
than doubled extent. The coming economic year 1929/30 will
see a further great growth of the collective undertakings. They
will till no less than 15 million hectars of arable land and no
less than 13 million hectars will be under seed. The Five-Yeur-
Plan provides for a development of the tilled area of the collec-
tive undertakings to 20 million hectars up to the end of the
plan period. lf the development of the collective undertakings
continues at the same speed as at present. and there is no
reason why it should not, then the Five-Year-Plan will be carried
out in considerably less than five years upon this field also.

When one considers this growth of the collective under-
takings and of the Soviet undertakings, which considerably over-
takes the provisions of the Five-Year-Plan, then one may
reckon that by the end of the Plan period not 40%, but froin
65 to 70% of the total amount of commodity grain will be
received from the socialised sector of agriculture. Under such
circumstances the individual sector in grain production would
no longer be predominant, but will have given place to tite
socialised sector. We can also see considerable progress on the
individual sector of agriculture, because the poor and middle
peasants are only now beginning to utilise those technical. or-
ganisational and financial possibilities, which the social cha-
cracter of the Soviet System afford them.

It is important to point out that the production of raw
material cultures, and in particular the cotton production, wus
set the task of carrying out the Five-Year-Plan with a surplus
of from 30 to 35%. This task can also be carried out if all
those levers are set in motion wihch are at the disposal of the
organisations {or the production of cotton. It must be remem-
bered that the Five-Year-Plan did not take into consideration
such a tremendous factor for the development of cotton pro-
duction as the Turkestan Siberian Railway which will be com-
pleted next vear.

Without difficulty one could enumerate many such facts which
prove with absolute clarity that the original figures of our
Five-Year-Plan can no longer serve us as the directions for
the socialist reconstruction of the national economic system
upon many a field. Facts have shown us that the present Five-
Year-Plan did not sufficiently take into consideration the great
reserves of our socialist economy. It also failed to take into con-
sideration such facts as the introduction of the uninterrupted
working week. the socialist competitive scheme, the increaszed
training of technical forces, the speedy cultural progress which
results in a more class conscious attitude towards the economic
constructive work in town and country, and the more and more
active attitude of the broad masses towards the great and
popular task of “catching up with and passing the advanced
capitalist countries®.

It is therefore necessary to revise carefully the Five-Year-
Plan upon the basis of our experiences in this first year. The
working masses must be drawn into this task on a much greater
scale than hitherto. This will be the best antidote to all forms
of opportunism in this most responsible and imporfant work.
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Exceeding the Five-Year Plan!

Further Increase of the Production Programme ot Soviet Industry.
Moscow, 26th August 1929,

Only a few days ago the Presidium of the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council set a 28.7% increase of industrial production in
the programme of industrial production for the coming economic
vear. The corresponding figure contained in the Five-Year-Plan
tor this same year was 20.2%. Further examination of the
possibilities, however, have shown that even this increased
programime is already exceeded. Acvording to the newly ratified
industrial production plan, industrial production will increase
next year by 31.2%,

Heavy industry, including the production of the means of
production, will increase its production in a single year by
42.1% (as compared with 235% in the Five-Year-Plan and
37.5% in the increased production plan 1929/30). Light industry
will increase its production in -the same period by 225% (as
compared with 17.5% and 22.3% respectively), . ‘
_ According to the various branches of industry. the increase
ol production will be as follows: Coal mining 24.5%; petroleum
20.5%,; peat 47.1%; iron ore and manganese ore 32.2%; raw
minerals 97.3%; black metallurgy 24.2%; coloured metals 34.7%;
general engineering 44.2%; agricultural machinery 75.7%;
building materials 60.5%; chemicals 45.3%: textiles 14.6% etc.

In the same economic year 100 new tractor and agricultaral
machinery stations will be formed which will till 1Y/» million
hectares of peasant land. The labour power released by this

rational tilling will be wsed for a great development of road
building. ‘ :

Haja Lipschitz.

A Fresh Victim of the White Terror in Rumania.

In August last there died in the military prison of Klausen-
burg our Comrade Haja Lipschitz (known under the conspira-
live name of Jenni). She died after a 42-days heroic hunger
sirike.

Twelve comrades who have been sentenced by the Rumanian
Special Court 1o five to ten years hard labour on account of
their revolutionary -activity, {ook part in this hunger strike.
They were sentenced in the notorious frial of September 1928,
when nearly 70 comrades were in the dock.

These comrades declared a hunger strike in order to compel
the authorities to extend to the political prisoners the “amnesty”
which was issued by the National-Zaranist government in May
of this year and which was applied solely to common criminals.
Alter 12 days of terrible sufferings, aiter the Communist Party
and the working class of Rumania and of other countries came
tforward in defence of the hunger strikers. the government was
compelled to release all the prisoners. But the 42-days hunger
strike had exhausted the forces of Comrade Haja Lipschitz. All
the efforts of the physicians were in vain, she died.

Comrade Haja Lipschitz died at the age ol 25, She was
born in Kischinev. Already as a scholar she entered the Comn-
minnst movement and there displayed her whole idealism and
devotion to the cause of the proletariat. With the temperament
o1 a born fighter she worked intensively and incessantly for
Communism. The modest and hard-working comrads was
possessed with the desire to understand the teachings of Lenin
and rapidly developed. so that she soon became secretary of
the Young Communist League of Rumania. In the last three
vears she had to work illegally under the greatest difficulties.

In the trial of Klausenburg she bore herself as an undauntet
revolutionary although she knew that a heavy sentence would
be the result.

The news of the death of Haja Lipschilz, the great revo-
Imtionary  at the front of the class struggle, must arouse a
proiest movement of the working class of the whole world
avainst the white terror prevailing in Rumania.

OUR MARTYRS |

“IN THE R. L. L. U,

Convoeation of the 5th R. X. L. .|
Congress. '

The Executive Bureau of the R.I.L. U, at its meeting ~{
July 23rd, resolved to call the Fifth Congress of the R.L L.,
on July 15th, 1930, on the Tenth Anniversary of the Foundar.s
of the Red International of Labour Unions. The campaign »
preparation for the Fifth Congress should be carried out pi:
lelly with explanatory work of the ten years of activity of =
R.LL.U. and the achievements of the world revolution:~
trade union movement. In view of the manifest upward su::
of the international labour movement and the experience gaine!
in the economic struggles on the basis of the Fourth R.I.L.
Congress decisions, the next congress of the Red Internaiian:
of Labour Unions will undoubtedly be of exceptionaily g
importance.- The Fifth Congress must sum up the results of :
rich experience gained in the economic struggles during the i:x
two years, and must outline the further ways and means
penetrating into the masses and winning more and more ne
strata of workers over to the side of the revlutionary clu:
struggle.. .. = - _, . . i

In order to enable the Fiith Congress of the R.LL.U. k
carry out the tasks which now coniront the world revoluti~
nary trade union movement, the active and systematic paruc-

ation of all organisations affiliated to the R.L'L. U. is requir:/
or the preparations for the Congress, It is necessary 1o s
up with the greatest attention and thoroughness the posiin:
and negative sides of the experience of the economic sirugyles.
the experience of strike and Fighting Committees, the experien::

of the illegal and semi-legal trade unions, the experience of the
new unions. the forms and methods of organising the uac-
ganised, the struggle against expulsions. etc., and to come 10 172
Congress armed to the teeth with the experience of the econom
and political struggles of the proletariat.

The Executive Bureau addresses all the organisations -
liated fo the R.LL.U. with the request to send their proposals
for the Congress agends, in order that it be possible to publ:sh
all not later than January 1930. The Executive Bureau oa is
part will do everything in its power in order that the agend.
draft resolutions and materials be sent in good time ta i
R.I.L.U. aifiliated organisations.

Prepare for the Fifth Congress of the Red Internatcn.
of Labour Unions!

Executive Bureau, Red International
of Labour Unions.

Moscow, July 25, 1929,

* PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The Results of the IIL. National
Congress of the Red Women’s and
Giirls’ League.

By Lene Overlach (Berlin).

The HI. National Congress of the R. W. G. L. at Erfurt
proved to be a magnificent prelude to increased revolutionary
mass work on the part of the League among the women
workers, of a systematic tough fight against imperialist war.
to whose successful execution the female proletarians must be
trained to fight. )

The Ill. National Congress shows significant progress in
the political maturity of the organisation. The delegates. for
the nost part o'd menbers of the League, met together in
full political unanimity and determination in regard to the
political direction of the work as laid down in the reports
and directives.

This was decisively influenced by the directives of the
Wedding Party Congress of the C. P. of Germany. Expression
was given in all the speeches of the non-party delegates to
the growing confidence in the C. P. of Germany and the
acknowledgement was made of the necessity of leadership of

e a o — A Rl e o+ 5 -
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proletariat. and therewiith of all its organisations by the
party of the workers and of the toiling masses. by the
. of Germany. Subordination to a single political leadership
gard to the elaboration of the special tasks of the organi-
1. under the direct leadership of women leaders elected
he members — such was the clear conception of the Con-
5 of the question of political leadership.

What were the tasks contemplated by the League for the
¢ simultaneously with constructive criticism of its past
x? From the working report of Comrade Ludewig and
i the political speech of Comrade Overlach the following
; became apparem: The League regards as its chief task

¢ fight against imperialis¢ war, for the protection of the
Soviet Union!

It is necessary to convince the masses of prolefarian women
e threatening danger of war, to destroy their pacifist
ons. to overcome their fear of amy war, any armed fight,
“pbloodshed”, and to make them ready and tough fighters
ihe revolution,

The congress liquidated conclusively those dangerous ten-
cies observable in a slight degree in several sections, to
¢ from the masses of the women the objective of our fight,
order “not to frighten them olf”. It emphasised the necessity
combining all the slogans of the day in the fight against
perialist war with Lenin’s slogan: conversion of imperialist
r into civil war! World peace will only be secured through
- overthrow of capital in all countries, the setting up of the
tatorship of the proletariat. the creation of a world Soviet
non, This is the principle of the fight of the R. W. G. L.
unst imperialist war,

The proletarian self-defence training of the women, which
e R.W. G. L. has set un as its decisive task, ca'ls for the
woretic and practical training of the female proletariat as
woiutionary class fighters,

The following slogan. previously propagated by individual
iten functionaries was rejected at the congress as false: “The
w task of the R. W. G. L. is the theoretic training of its
ingers, I1f we convince our members in lectures and courses
1 the necessity for the revolutionary fight, they will become
Jhrers™,

In opposition to that, the congress was reminded of the
vwids of Lenin as quoted at the Wedding Party Congress by
crirade Thédlmann:

“The real education of the masses can never be se-
parated and carried on apart from the independent poli-
tical and special revolutionary fight of the mass itself. It
is the fight which educates the exploited class, it is the
fight which gives it the measures of its strength, extends

Its horizon promotes ifs capacity, clarifies its reason and
forges its will.”

The proletarian self-defennce traininz oi the women calls
0 the creation of theoretic clarity and also the drawing of
i;?_“'omen into all daily fights, the strengthening of the will
f ight, the stiffening of the proletarian discipline in the course
o the fight, the physical development of the women. so that
jhe‘r may be able to stand the sirain of the fight, The congress
Herefore welcomes the formation of workers’ defence corps
111 emphasises the necessity of including women in these corps.
mquhe congress proposed the task: in all fights the R. W. G. L.
e march in the van. Its members should not be afraid of
o C?nﬂlct with the power of State. May Ist and August Ist,
n“;’agﬁo many strike fights in Germany have already given
o : 1cal examples of how in direct collision with the organs
'¢ capitalist State the revolutionary fighter is created,

. m{h}f R. W. G. L. will therefore in the future also adopt
m\\"ercf lmore determined and confident attitede. By means of
'COnsidu demonstrahons,.Red meetings, and processions it will
Conce *;{‘ably strengthen its atiractiveness. Owing to the false
Lea uP lon of mere training fasks of the League last year the
‘glneﬂllﬂade ma_\dequage appearance before the public.

war, € execution of its chief task, the fight against imperialist
From t; RW G L is passing an important turning point.
he bulke ?f&dy propagation of the task, the carrying on of
defnite] of the work. in the factories, it is now proceeding
¢y to the practical execution of this task.

ig.—

»

Every fight in the factory is a fight against imperialist war!

Under this slogan the fight against war should be carricd
out daily in a practical way in the factories. It is the task
of the R. W. G. L. to be more active than ever in co.operating
in the rapid mobilisation of the million masses of the waiximg
womern.

The R. W. G. L. members in the lactories are to become
valuable supporters of the revolutionary working class. the
most active champions in the fight for wages and bread. who
through the conifidence reposed in them by their colleagues
should be elected 1o the strike committees and fighting com-
mittees, as revolutionary representatives and shop stewards, and
give a rousing and exemplary lead at picket duty, in supporting
the solidarity actions of the 1. R. A., etc.

The R. W. G. L. should carry on a systematic and deier-
mined fight in the factories against the bourgeois women's
organisations, against Social Democracy and their social-Fascist
organisations. )

The R. W, G. L. should through its exemplary work gain
the confidence of the working women and bring in great
masses of young working women as members of the organi-
sation.

The congress sets the task, rapidly to form into lactory
groups the members of the R. W. G. L. in order’ that their
tasks may be facilitated and systematic work rendered possible.

The R. W. G. L. will draw into the fight the unemployed
women and join them up with the women in the factories. It
will also devote more attention to the winning over of the female
agricultural labourers, '

The proletarian housewives should also be drawn into
the factory fight., Their most important task is participation
in the fight of the workingmen and women for their working
conditions. The fight for the fulfilment of social-political de-
mands is an important sub-task in that economic fight,

By directing its work in this manner towards the lactories
the R. W. G. L. at its lll. Natienal Congress., overcame con-
clusively those political tendencies in the organisation towards
shifting the main part of the work of the Leagues to sacial-
political and cultural tasks and thus making the R. W. G. L.
a rallying point chiefly for housewives and women of the
loWer middle class.

The I11. National Congress emphasised the nccessity. in pro-
pagating its task of fighting against imperialist war and pro-
tecting the Soviet Union. of informing the proletarian wonen
much more minutely than heretofore of the iremendous successes
of the development of socialism and of drawing special attentinn
to the important role plaved bv women in the Soviet Union.
and of presenting the Soviet Union as the sole centre of peace.
the powerful support of the fighting proletariat. By planting
in the hearts of the women a glowing love for the proletarian
fatherland, the R. W. G. L. will indubitably make the women
ready. in spite of the immense war agilation of the bour-
geoisie and ol their Social-Democratic lackevs, to defent 1he
Soviet Union at the risk of their lives.

August 1st and the Working Women
in Czechoslovakia.
By Maria Wiedmeyer.

The Masaryk Government of the Czech Republic combated
with the vilest Terror even the preparations of the revolutionary
workers for the international fighting day against imperialist
war. It used the whole of its apparatus of power and therzchy
proved its determination to break with brutal violence every
serious resistance of the working class to the imperialist war
preparations and to war itself. For this rezson the C.DP.Cz.
had to carry out the mass mobilisation under the most difii-
cult conditions, and was further handicapped by insuificient re-
volutionary experience and steadiastness on fhe part of ‘he
Party. Furthermore, the liquidation tendencies, which still exist
in the Party, and which have not yet been overcome in spite
of the expulsion of a number of professed iiquidators, consti-
tute a serious hindrance.

Again, the mobilisation of the working women encoun-
tered difficulties. The work of the Partv amone the wonin in
Czechoslovakia had been but slight hitherto. Prior to Auuis
Ist scarcely any work at all was carried on in most factoris
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Wherever the Party had already systematically influenced the
working women and workers’ wives, there was no failure of
the Party on August l1st, for at those places the proletarian
women were well to the fore in the fight to hold the streets
against the Terror of the Czech authorities. In Komotau the
workers’ wives blocked the side streets leading to the Mannes-
mann Works, so that the workers were morally compelled to
stand and listen to the Communist speeches. In places in the
district of Aussig the women actively resisted the police force
and the baton charges and arrests which took place. The lea-
flets, the illegal newspapers, and, especially, the prohibited
Rosewatcka (“Women’s Journal”), were enthusiastically distri-
buted by the working women and workers’ wives inside” the fac-
tories and at the factory gates. The rage of the police knew no
bounds when, in spite of the persecution, the paper was always
there again. ’

Factory gate meetings of working women took place
during the dinner hour. At these meetings women comrades
delivered speeches on the question of imperialist war and price
inflation. In all the large towns the Party succeeded in holding
big meetings on the market square on market days. The wor-
kers’ wives protected their speakers courageously. The appoin-
ted speaker in all cases succeeded in addressing the masses. Thz
police nosed into the women’s baskets -in their search for for-
bidden material, but the women did not allow them to take
their leaflets from them.

A conference of working women was held in Prague. Com-
rade Vobecka delivered the speech. In the discussion the wor-
king women reparted upon the bad conditions obtaining at
their works and promised to get other working women to
join the fight. It was resolved by the conference to demonstrate
an the settlements of the working women and workers' wives.
in spite of illegality, to distribute leaflets and to organise mee-
tings. These meetings were successfully converted into demon-
strations of protest against imperialist war. The committee

elected by the conference was instructed to conduct the pionzer,

work among the proletarian women of Prague against im-
perialist war,

The police were not successful in preventing this conierence.
The working women fully understcod the necessity of abso':ee
secrecy in preparing this conference and of giving it the uumnost
publicity among the workers afterwards.

A conference of men and women factory workers was held
at Prague 'this conierence was convened by the Prague com-
miittee of action, A great number of working women and wor-
kers’ wives attended the conference. Some of these women were
arrested. In prison they fought on and did work among the
proletarian prisoners who were still vacillating.

In the district of Carlsbad also an illegal conference took
place. This was well attended, especially by factory women and
out-workers.

It is the intention of the Party to organise further con-
terences, which are to be prepared now during the discussion
concerning August Ist. The mistakes which were made prior
to Auyust will be rectified in this work. In particular, the work
on this question will not. as was the case with the work of the
whole Party prior to August 1st, be prepared merely in the
residential areas, but for the most part it will be carried on
in the factories and thereby devoted to bringing in the working
women engaged in production.

On August 1ist the proletarian women of Czechoslovakia
save courageous acknowledgement of the revolutionary class
ticht avainst imperialist war, They will take their place in the
torefront of the fights of the working class, in the fight against
the Masarvk Government and in the organising of the prole-
tarian revolution.

One of the Many.

(Leiter from Yugoslavia.)

After the revolution of January 6th a campaign was s
against all workers who had belonged to the disbanded
organisations. The monarchist military dictatorship put @
order of the day the intensification of the White Terrc
only means whereby to throttle the movement of the wxig
masses, one of the chief preliminary conditions for the pr
ration of imperialist war. On top of starvation, barbaric me:
of exploitation, survivals of feudalism, and national oppres:i
there came the bloody offensive of the Yugoslavian mil:
against the active functionaries of the working class and ag:
the class-conscious workers. The prisons and jails of Yugo::
are filled to overflowing. Many of the prisoners are murj
without trial. The rest are subjected to inhuman torture ‘s
prisons.

There are also women among them. One of the maa:
Anka Buturatz, a 25-year old garment worker from Zagr
Under the yoke of exploitation the young working girl.
member of the oppressed class and of an oppressed nation:
as a member of the most oppressed stratum of the wors
as a woman, she entered the ranks of the class-conscious
kers. It became her life work to rouse her class sisters aai
draw them into the class fight and into the organisation f
this “great crime” the hangmen of the workers in Yugosi:
have called this working girl to account. She is accuse:
distributing illegal literature and has been in Zagreb pr:
since April 8th. For many months she has been subjected
all the methods of torture, which have become the uni
system in all countries where White Terror prevails e::
openly or under the cloak of a Fascist regime: flogging. tre
king of hands and feet, pricking with red-hot nesdles. et

Beiore the court, Anka Buturatz and the other political r~
soners threw this fact in the face of the judge-agent of the b:.
geoisie.

In the eyes of the working women and the working .
of Yugoslavia, Anka Buturatz is the incarnation of the v~
of the bloody dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. She is als -+

. incarnation of the call tp the fight for the overthrow ¢

mil¥ary dictatorship, to hght for the proletarian dictatorshi-

We working women and female ftoilers of Yugasin :
expect and demand ol our foreign sisters that they will sux-
our fight by a mass protest against all the attacks of the -
lings of the Yugoslavian bourgeoisie.

TO OUR READERS!

The monthly subscription rates for the “Inprecorr™ are =
follows:

England 2 sh.
Germany .+ . . . L50 marks
Austria" . . . . . . . . . . 2sh |
Norway 1.50 crowns
Denmark . 1.50 crowns
U. S S. R .. 1 rouble

For other countries the subscription rate is six dollars i -

one year.

Readers in the United States will please note that the su.-
agents for the “Inprecorr” in the U, S, A. are the Worker:
Library Publishers, 39, East 125th Street, New York, N. Y., -
whom all subscriptions should be sent. The subscriptioa rate-
in the U. S. A, are, $ 2 for three months, § 3.50 for six mon:h-
and % 6 for one year.
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