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he Provocation on the Chinese Eastern
Railway and the Powers Behind it.

By Tang Shin She,

The predatory attack on the Chinese Eastern Railway on
10th, made by the Kuomintang generals, is without bt
ar provocation against the Soviet Union instigated by the
frialists. But the Soviet Union did not permit itself to be
‘Oke(.i;_on the contrary, it proved its sincere desire for peace
elraining -from military occupation of the railway, for which
'mperialists and their accomplices hoped, but withdrew its
lovees and broke off all negotiations with the Nanking
ernment.
That the war agitation against the Soviet Union proceeds
! Great Britain is probably clear to all. The remarkable
it. however, is that for the new provocation in China it is
E“ger Baldwin and Chamberlain who are responsible but
abour Government, MacDonald, Lansbury & Co. This 1s
SSCO“'d step of the Labour Government in its China policy
01e first towards the “recognition” of the Soviet Union.
li’(\”.JUIY 2nd the “Times” published the following com-
ation, confirmed by the Foreign Office:
- he naval agreement between China and Great Bri‘ain
.'gned. The British Naval Commissioner will proceed to
St‘nl(ljm In order to develop the Chinese fleet. China will
mam.oihcers to the British navy to study the latest achieve-
Fr}olb and to practice. China will also buy warships in
-78land for the extension of its fleet.”

M_.—_“

The Labour Government has taken upon itself not only
the task of organising a fleet for Greece in the Mediterranean,
but is also organising one in the Pacific Ocean. The start has

been made. To the accompaniment of the cry for disarmament

and in spite of the naval negotiations with America, MacDonald

has secretly made preparations to shift the centre of gravity of

British naval supremacy to Asiatic waters at the cost of the

Chinese. The naval agreement of Great Britain with China is in

reality a reply to the Yankee-imperialist agreement with the

I(\:'ﬁpking Government for the organisation of an air-service in
ina.

The air agreement concluded in April of this year is a
consolidation of American dominion in China. It serves as pre-
paration for an attack upon the Soviet Union and also to
strengthen the American fighting force in the Pacific Ocean.
According to the agreement, three lines can be put into opera-
tion immediately, namely, Shanghai—Hankow, Hankow—Canton,
Nanking—Peking. The newly founded American air transport
company receives from the Chinese Government a yearly sub-
sidv of at least ten miillion dollars. The same company will
build numerous broad-casting stations, automobile roads and
railways in China, whereby the object is not exclusively to pro-
mote Chinese economy but primarily to pursue military aims.
The development of alfairs in China and the growing influence
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of the Americans indicate that in the attack upon the Chinese
Eastern Railway, upon which America exercised great influence
prior to 1924, the American agents, the advisers {o the Na_nkmg
Government in railway matters, have also had a hand in the
game.

In addition to the naval and air-force development the im-
perialists are planning to strengthen China’s land forces. For
this reason, at the end of April this year, the diplomatic corps
in Peking decided to abolish the ban on the mmportation of
weapons and munitions into China which was issued in May
1919. Although it is an open secret that the imperialists have
been delivering arms to the Chinese generals, the raising of
the ban now means an open -arming of China. That the prime
motive of these preparations is war against the Soviet Union
requires no further proof.

The war preparations of the imperialists in China also
have an eye to the coming inevitable quarrel in the Pacific
Ocean. While, however, these are going on behind the diplomatic
scenes, the measures for war against the Soviet Union are
being taken quite openly. On this occasion it is possible that the
war which the lackeys of the imperialists and Chang Kai-shek
have tried to provoke will be prevented by the peaceable note
from the Soviet Union. It cannot be said, however, that the
incident is without sigmificance for the imperialists. It is a
serious attempt, and its purpose is to spoil the realisation of
the five-year plan. The imperialists may not, however, be success-
ful. The result may be quite the contrary of what they attended
to achieve. The fierce protest of the proletariat of the whole
world, and especially of the Soviet Union and Germany, in-
dicates the readiness that exists to fight against imperialist war
and to protect the proletarian fatherland.

It should not be believed that the Japanese imperialists, the
present Government Party of Minseito, are against the attack
upon the Chinese Eastern Railway because they believe the
next step of the Nanking Government might be directed against
the railway occupied by the Japanese in Southern Manchuria.
Such a calculation would be a denial of the united front of the
imperialists in the recent events. The “sympathy”, which the
Japanese bourgeois press expressed for the Soviet Union, does
not commit it to anything. In the war in the Far East against
the Soviet Union the Japanese imperialists will play a leading
role, just as they did in the intervention in Siberia in 1921.
Furthermore, the Japanese, who are well aware of the intention
of America to take possession of the Chinese Eastern Railway,
gain a big immediate financial advantage through the conflict,

Working Men and Women, Young Worke

Toilers and Nationally Oppressed of All Countries!
(The following has been already sent to the press.)

Chang Kai-shek’s raid on the Chinese Eastern Railway,
and the acute danger of war resultant on this, have caused
the representatives of the undersigned Parties to meet for the
purpose of a joint consuliation on the means of warding oft
these war provocations.

In this act of Chang Kai-shek, the executioner of 200.000
workers and peasants in China, there is contained the attempt
of the imperialist powers, France, England, Japan, and America,
directly or indirectly; to draw the Soviet Union into war. The
government of the Soviet Union has done its utmost to preserve
peace, and on this occasion again it has not responded to the
work of the provocateurs. The Soviet Government is the sole
government in the world which has exerted the utmost efforts,
since 1017, to secure peace. whilst the capitalist powers in
every part of the world are striving to incite fresh imperialist
adventures. The socialist construction of the Soviet Union is
the basis upon which the well-being, liberty, and peace of the
working masses is built up. The imperialist robbers fear the
building up of Socialism, for it forms at the same time a lever
and a signpost in the struggle for liberation of all oppressed
masses, The uplift of the proletarian masses and the liberation
of the oppressed peoples is possible only along the path of
social revolution. The imperialist powers are determined to
Close this path to the working masses; hence their ofiensive

v
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inasmuch as the goods traffic is diverted to Daires i
Southern Manchurian Railway. )

+ But will the Nanking Government gain any special v
from the predatory attack upon the Chinese Eastern R
No. Apart from the moral aspect, it is a disadvantage i} .. .
Nanking Government from the financial standpoint. Teg
naging of the railway in common with the Soviet Unio::
a much higher revenue for the Chinese and protectios
Japanese expansion in Manchuria. Now the trafiic w:
Soviet Union has been suspended, the railway, which m .
has an outlet to a port, will be degraded to a branci:
the Japanese Southern Manchurian Railway. |

he economic power of Japan will increase trem
On the other hand, Chang Kai-shek has prohably no
taken the action merely to do the imperialists a favour.
gain political capital out of the conilict. Through the
upon the Chinese Eastern Railway he designs to res
nimbus as a national hero, which had suffered serics§
]l)_arﬁcular he wishes to avoid the reproach that throp
sinan treaty with Japan, the aeroplane agreement wit:
rica and the naval agreement with England he has
the national interests of China. Furthermore, he wishes -
fo prevent the formation of a block by Jen Shi San &
Hsu Liang and Feng Yu Hsiang or to render it harmle:
attitude of the Soviet Union has, however, frustrated his’
It disproves his theory of “Red imperialism”. The pox
looks upon his procedure as disgraceful. The bankruptcy =
Chinese Easiern Railway will force Chang Hsu Liang w0 =%
opposition to Chang Kai-shek. The predatory attack opo|
Chinese Eastern Railway will therefore bring about th:
undoing of Chang Kai-shek.

Summed up briefly: The danger of a war of the imper:
upon the Soviet Union now' exists not only in the Wes
also in the Far East. The Social imperialists support wi“ Y
ideologic propaganda not only the imperialists against =
lonial peoples, but are even organising a war in the @
and semi-colonies. The national bourgeoisie of Chinas
only playing a counter-revolutionary role in its own o«
it is not only oppressing and persecuting the revols>
workers' and peasants’ movement; it has sunk to the &
leash-dog to the imperialists against the Soviet Union. *%
the only power which actually supports the fight for I 4
the oppressed peoples and classes. We must bring this it ¥
the attention of the broad masses and thus give the™~
answer to the imperialists, the social imperialists
counter-revolutionary national bourgeoisie in the colonie

LR T

against the workers and the Soviet Union, and the b{
enslavement of the colonial peoples.

In this struggle social democracy, which is de\'eiv"fj
everywhere into social Fascism, is playing an ese
despicable role. The MacDonald Government in Englan.. *
Hermann Miiller Government in Germany, and the Fren: Y
cialists under Paul Boncour, are the road makers asi %
ganisers of the imperialist raid on the Soviet Union, h i
social democrats who defend the insolent war provocatics: §
Chang Kai-shek, and of the White-Guardist elements ani ™
imperialist wirepullers, and who carry on a savage cr<J
of agitation against the Soviet Union. They accuse the I
land of the workers, the Soviet Union, of “red imperiai-’
that they may have a belter pretext for their imperialist
armaments, and the better to veil their own imperialist p
They aid the transport of weapons and soldiers fo crush
Chinese revolution, and they are now supporting Chang ]
shek and the White-Guardists in their attack on the &
Union.

The Chinese workers and peasants are well aware
the war waged by Chang Kai-shek is no war of liberation. -
the introduction of a fresh world war, instigated by the °
perialists, against the Soviet Union. In fulfiknent of the -
volutionary duty they have risen and proclaimed by s !

f
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y armed rebellion against their hangmen their faith-
to the revolution and their alliance with the workers
sants of the Soviet Union. The workers and peasants
Soviet Union, and their Red Army, are keeping faithful
that the enemy does not set foot on the soil of the pro-
Fatherland, or endanger the victory of the dictatorship
proletariat. We are proud of the heroism of our Russian
hinese brothers, who have joined hands in the common
le against imperialism, which is striving to plunge the
into a fresh murder of the peoples. Their struggle must
on the workers of all countries to add their efforts in
ruggle to prevent the attacks of imperialism. Time presses,
ssity is urgent!

ction must be taken at once, now! The working people
mobilise more intensely from hour to hour, from day to
'must organise a red front against the imperialist bour-
ie in every country! Utilise every day for raising the
ion, in the works and factories and in the country, of the
al frustration of the imperialist bandit war! Gather

Mher in mighty demonstrations, to mass proclamations
inst the capitalist war makers! The defence of the Soviet
jon is the defence of the life and future of the working class!
ol all factories producing armaments, prevent the sending
weapons and soldiers for the raid on the Soviet Union! Let
hing prevent you from fulfilling this duty!

The soldiers and sailors of the armies and fleets of the im-
ialist countries must be made to realise that they are to

misused against their brothers! They must not submit to
ng used for such a purpose! The enemy is not in the Soviet
ion, but in the imperialist countries!

On 1st August, the International Fighting Day against
ar, the world proletariat responds to the call of the Com-
mist International. The preliminary notes of the mighty de-
onstration to take place on 1st August have already been
-uck in every country, in workers’ conferences, in international
llies on the frontiers. Every day between now and 1st August
ust bring a further intensification of activity, an even greater
termination and unification of all fighters against imperialist
ar!

On 1st August the bourgeoisie and the social Fascist war
stigators must be shown, by means of an international po-
ical mass demonstration, that the proletariat, and all the
asses of the workers, are standing determined and ready to
ke up the decisive struggle against their own bourgeoisie in
eir own country, should any attempt be made by the im-
rialists fo attack the Soviet Union.

Therefore out of the works and factories on 1st August!

The danger of war looms hideously near! It lies in your
itds whether the imperialists can make war or not! Make
ady, so that if you cannot prevent the outbreak of imperialist
ar, you can convert it into civil war against your own bour-
wisie and for the proletarian revolution!

March out in masses for the defence of the Soviet Union!

For the fraternal alliance of all workers in the struggle
rainst jmperialism!

Long live the struggle for the workers’ peace!

Long live the dictatorship of the proletariat!

Long live the world revolution!

Cologne, 20th July, 1929,

The West European Bureau of the
Communist International:
Communist Party of Great Britain (Pollitt).
Communist Party of France (Sémard).
Communist Party of Germany (Heckert),
Communist Party of China (Chiu Wito),
Communist Party of Japan (Katayama),
Communist Party of Holland (de Visser),
Balkan Communist Federation (Dimitrov),
Young Communist International (Rust).
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Fascist Campaign of Suppression
against the Czeeh. C. P. and its
Struggle against the Imperialist

War Danger.
By Viktor Stern.

The bourgeoisie of Czechoslovakia, supported by the re-
formists and their liquidatory hangers-on, is resorting to the
most brutal’ measures in order to suppress the Czech Commu-
nist Party in its struggle against the imperialist war danger
and in its preparations for 1st August. For some time there
have been increasingly irequent domiicilary searches in the Com-
munist Secretariats and in the houses of individual comrades,
and arrests have been made on the most ridiculous pretexts.
A few days a{go the whole communist daily press, including the
news sheet of the club of the communist deputies, and finally
even a part of the press of the mass organisations, for instance
the paper of the proletarian gymnasts, was prohibited for a
month or for half a year.

This however has been merely the prelude to further acts of
Terror. On Monday 22nd July a perfectly legal conference of
factory workers was broken up by the police, and forty parti-
cipants, mostly factory workers, were arrested. On Tuesday
23rd July the police raided the Central Secretariat and the Se-
cretariate of the Prague District. Bands of police and detectives
hunted in every hole and corner, threatening to arrest the com-
rades who demanded that they should show their warrants,
and even arresting one woman comrade for this “interference”.
Finaily, they took away with them in a motor lorry all the
office equipement necessary for daily work, duplicating appa-
ratus, etc

On Wednesday 24th a fresh raid took place, at which the
police arrested everybody present in the Secretariat, including
the whole technical apparatus, the typists, cashiers. clerks, etc.,
and dragged them to the police headquarters. In the afternoon
the office of the “Red Aid” was surrounded by police detectives,
who stopped the comrades, searched them, and made arrests.
Similar raids, searches, and arrests are reported from various
districts, for instance Aussig (great chemical works), Bratislava,
Pilsen (Skoda).

When Comrade Stern entered a decided protest at the police
headquarters against all these Fascist acts of violence, and de-
manded the immediate release of those arrested in these raids
and at the delegates’ Conference, he was able to learn the man-
ner in which the attempt is made to give a lawful cloak to these
terrorist measures. With reference to the delegates Conference,
it was explained that so many took part in this that it was im-
possible for them to know all the convenors, as required by
the law, and that they had also ollended against the law by
distributing at the Conference leaflets which had not passed
the censor; a search was therefore necessary, With reference
to the arrest of everybody present in the secretariat, it was
declared that during the search on the previous dav circulars
to the districts had been found, containing information on po-
litical events, and therefore to be regarded as an “lllegal sub-
stitute for the prohibited press”(!).

When the absurdity of this standpoint was pointed out, a
much worse corpus dilicti was produced, a bulletin for factory
newspapers. The high police official declared, perfectly rightly.
and with the most serious air in the world, that the works
newspapers had not reported the name of any responsible edi-
tor, that they had not been submilted to the censor, had becn
prepared with the greatest secrecy, and that it was therefore
an offence against the law to publish correspondence for such
illegal newspapers. It is the duty of the police to ascertain the
originators of all these “crimes”, and therefore the arresis were
necessary. The official declared naively that it was only a que-
stion of ascertaining the originators. The authorities ‘intended
nothing bevond this.

It is obvious that the Fascist slate power is aiming at the
suppression of all activity of the Party. The Czech Communist
Party is not yet officially prohibited or disbanded. “Only” its
press is suppressed and its technical and political stafi ‘either
arrested or threatened with arrest. The officials would have

been only too pleased to have seized upon the Polit Bureau

———c—— A
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one of these raids, and it is no fault of theirs that they
.ave not succeeded in doing so. Had they succeeded in this,
«hey would certainly have ‘declared that this too had happened
“without any other intention”, and that it is purely by accident
that all this occurs at the time when the Soviet Union is being
attacked on the orders of the imperialists, when in Paris,
in Poland, and in all other countries, exactly the same
thing is occurring; when in Czechoslovakia great military ma-
noeuvres are being carried out in the capital (victorious river-
crossing in the fight against the “Reds”); when airships mano-
euvre over the town every night, when a military exhibition
for increasing war enthusiasm is being held in Taber, and
st August, the day of great fighting demonstrations against im-
perialist war, is approaching. ‘

In view of this Fascist Terror campaign against the revo-
lutionary struggle against imperialist war danger, the social-
fascists are proving the most zealous collaboraters in the pre-
paration of imperialist war, and especially of war against the
Soviet Union. They ‘“‘condemn” most “severely” the “atrocious”
measures of the government (though they have agitated for these
the whole time) pleading the argument that the Czech Commu-
nist Party is thereby strengthened, and the action of 1st August
helped forward. They are therefore omly in favour of skilful
methods in the fight against the revolutionary defence against
imperialist war. They show plainly enough, however, that in
reality they are in favour of such brutal Fascist methods, and
that their. sole reason for proposing others is to appear inno-
cent in the eyes of the workers. They intensify their agitation
against the persecuted Czech Communist Party, and against the
attacked Soviet Union; they shriek ever louder about the pro-
jected “putch” on Ist August, and make the Communists re-
sponsible for all the despicable acts of the bourgeoisie.

But all these efforts achieve only the contrary of what is
desired by the social-fascists. The movement in preparation for
Ist August, against imperialist war, and especially for the pro-
tection of the Soviet Union, is growing rapidly and is pene-
trating deeper among the workers and the masses. A large
number of street demonstrations, workshop meetings, and de-
legates conferences bear witness of this. On the evening of the
same day upon which the secretariat was raided. in spite of
the prohibition. a great street demonstration was held in Ziskov,
the worker's quarter of Prague, against the -attack on the Soviet
Union. against the threatening imperialist war, against war
prerarations in Czechoslovakia and against the Fascist perse-
cutions practised by the bourgeoisie. The whole of the inha-
bitants of the workers’ quarier in which the demonstration was
held came into the streets and showed their approval of the
revolutionary slogans of the Communists.

The persecution of the Czech Communist Party is having
the further result that the Party realises with increasing serious-
ness the necessity for re-organising for illegal work; the fact
that agitation among the soldiers is becoming increasingly ener-
getic and extensive is certainly causing no satisfaction to the
bourgeoisie.

Italian Fascism and the English
Labour Government.
By R. G.

During the past twelve months Italian social democracy has
been in a state of great excitemient at the prospect of the elec-
tion victory of the English Labour Party. MacDonald’s victory
has thrown it into a perfect ecstasy of joy. The “Liberta™, the
orzan of the “concentration” of the two social democratic parties,
designates MacDonald’s victory as a “frightful” blow to Mus-
solini; it foresees a change in the relations between Italy and
Fngland. and caleulates with results in this sphere of Italian
Liome politics. “Fascism hears with alarm the tolling of the
death beli”, writes this newspaper of the leaders of Italian
social democracy.

For eight vears our social democrats have been waiting for
I'ascism to be overthrown by some magical agency, which is
however to come from outside. perhaps in sonie supernatural
wayv, but is not expected from the initiative of the masses; they
have set hopes on the king's gooduess of heart and on the
general stail of the Italian army, then on the Dope, and later

!
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still on the victory of social democracy in the great Furr
countries. They have had to bury all these hopes. _
What has caused Italian social democracy to cherizh 47
rosy hopes? The fact that they still possess a deeply -»4&
conviction that a great duel is being fought, on an interni gk
scale, between the idea of dictatorship and the idea of i-§
cracy. But not between proletarian revolution and reaci~$in
capitalism. i
There is, however, no trace to be found of such a s
between democracy and dictatorship, except in the phen:
of a struggle between bourgeois democra%l.1 that is, cary
reaction, and the proletarian dictatorship, t the social -
crats fail to observe this, for they are incapable of see:q
they are the instruments of capitalism in this struggle.
Mussolini has fought the Italian proletariat, and w-
temporary victory over the proletarian revolution in Itah. :
the goal aimed at (and attained for the time being) by M.
lini and Fascism, does not differ from the goals aimed at b @
German, English, Polish, and other socialists: the defen:
capitalism. It cannot be maintained that the methods applic:
Noske and Zérgiebel, or by the Polish socialists, differ ab-.
tely from those of Mussolini. The “fascisation” of social ¢
cracy is going on before our very eyes. The number of wr--
who are deceived by the chimera of a struggle between the 1.
of democracy and dictatorship is becoming fewer and fewe
The belief that the formation of the Labour cabinet in =
land might have an *“anti-Fascist” reaction upon Italian i
politics, and upon the relations between England and Itai
not only cherished by our social democrats, but by the ¢.»
cratic anti-Fascists. This belief also exists, in the form .
“doubt”, among many Italian and foreign workers. It 1 %

duty to remove all doubts in this regard from both the l... 4
and all other workers. .

1. Fascism indubitably created an ideologically favour.:
atmosphere for the policy pursued by the English Consen:
Government towards Italy. But this policy was not base. -
the ideological foundation of Fascism, but rather on o
mutual interests. These interests are fundamental for Er{-
and Italian imperialism, and are foreign to both English !
servative and Italian Fascist ideology.

Two periods are to be distinguished in Anglo-Italiar =
tions; during the first period Fascist Italy was a weapont’
hands of England in the Anglo-French struggle for Eur
hegemony. The Anglo-French struggle was revealed in "
licy pursued by England and France towards Germany. id
Balkans, in the Mediterranean, towards the United States -
towards the Soviet Union, until 1927. England exploitei -
Franco-Italian antagonisms, and utilised Fascist Italy as a p
of support in the Mediterranean.

The second period coincides with the Franco-English :=
prochement, the first action of which was the common measi™
taken by both powers in Sofia for the disbanding of Micha:
Fascist Macedonian O. R. I. M.. organisation (after the mu::
of Protogerov) and the prevention of a revision of the Bulgar
customs tarifi. This Anglo-French action was directed ag. "
Italy. The Italian government did not join in these measi
and openly declared its dissatisfaction. The rapprocher:
between the two strongest of FEuropean great powe:
strengthening the position of France with regard to the 11"
tions of lalian imperialism, signiflied an important change ~
English foreign policy, and the results at once became appi”
(the naval agreement); but the new English policy camnot ™
regarded as a kind of breach in the Anglo-ltalian from. [
land would like to draw Italy and France together on the ba
of the anti-Soviet front. Italy neither can nor will ever &~
aside from England. or pursue a policy “independent” of -
hostile to England. England is well aware that Italy is depend’
on it, just as it is aware that the French friendship. wk*
necessary, is unreliable. Italy is historically indispensable ™
England as a spring board.

2. MacDonald's government has already been once
power, in 1024, and even at that {ime no sign was to be &~
served that the Labour Partv _had any intention of depart:
from the traditional policy of English imperialism with rex:’
to Itralv. It was precisely the MacDonald government which -
that time solved the question of the frontier regulation betwx
Egvpt and the Talian colonial region in North Africa n ¢
manner extremely advantageous to Fascist Italy. thar is
alloted the Giuba district to Iltaly. MacDonald will pursue ?
“less cordial” policy towards France, for France, as the Lat*
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y and its friends among the Liberals assume, is the actual
r of European politics, Briand having allegedly succeeded
utting Chamberlain in his pocket”.

t is obvious that Snowden’s utterances in the House of
ns cannot be regarded as signs of a policy fundamentally
ing the relations of England to France. It is to the mutual
est of France and England to hold together. But English
rialism does not want to be “pocketed” by French im-
lism. At bottom, the “Entente cordiale” does not overcome
antagonism of the two great powers in the question of
pean hegemony, though at the present time the policy of
¢ is the most advantageous one. It is interesting to note
the election victory of the Labour Party was preceded by a
aign which can by no means be designated as friendly to-
s France. It was indeed much more an attempt to carry
bur with America. These are the first “democratic” mani-
lations of the English Labour government.

1.1t is a well known fact that at the Congress of the II. Inter-
tional, held last year in Brussels, it was precisely the English
iegation which declared, in the debate on Italian Fascism
d in reply to the demands of the Italian delegation for more
trgetic action on the part of the II. International against Fas-
m. that Fascism was an internal affair of Italy! The Italian
tial democrats appeared to have forgotten this. Only a few
mths after this the secretary of the Trade Union Congress,
trine, accompanied Sassenbach to Italy. in order to investigate,
tlh Mussolini’s permission, the liberties of the trade unions in
iy,

There is no prospect whatever that the coming into office
the Labour Government will bring about any alternation in
e relations between England and Italy. In view of the actual
lations existing among the powers it is much more probable
at diplomatic relations between Rome and London will be
rengthened, in order that English public opinion may have the
{tistaction of believing that the Labour Government has enabled
nZland to escape from the “pocket” in which it was supposed
' have been placed by French diplomacy.

Hence no change whatever is to be expected either in the
me or foreign politics of Italy as the result of the lormation
“the Labour Government. The Fascist press refers in extremely
oderate terms to the coming into power of the Labour govern-
ent. And on the other hand Fascism, in view of the causes
hich brought it to power, and of the fact that it incorporates
€ tvpe of a regime and extends its organisation over a fairly
ide territory, cannot be shaken by the circumstance that this
" that party has come into power abroad. Italy is no South
Mmerican or Balkan country, and foreign influences can react
| lalian politics only when they represent very far-reaching
iflings of political and social forces. such as would be brought
out by a victorious revolution for instance. Fascism will only
treat before the rise cf the working masses; it dare not re-
iablish the forms of bourgeois democracy. for this would give
¢ masses the possibility of rapid reorganisation, and bring
Pitalist rule into serious danger.

We may assume that the victory of the Labour Pariy was
¢cted joyfully by the broad masses of the lItalian population.
¢ conceptions of “Right” and “Left”, of “reaction” and *pro-
essive forces”, still possess for our masses the significance
tich they actually did possess five or six years ago. Our broad
1sses have not yet grasped the fact that these conceptions have
anged their old political and class import. In face of the
scist ideology, of the unceasing campaign carried on by Fas-
‘M against Marxism and socialism, and in face of the daily
surances that Fascism is dealing a deadly blow to class war

over the world, the formation of the coalition government

Germany: and of the Labour Government in England, prove
1t the political mass struggle is in full swing outside of Italy.

But the Italian workers are losing dav by day their hope
at these “victories” will exercise an influen¢a on Ialian po-
'es. These lost hopes are now replaced bv new ones. The
'eriences on the 1st May in Berlin are worth more than ten
ll"‘)ur governments. The great iesson which has to be learnt
.Plat‘Fasglsm will only be overthrown when the masses rise
' against it. This is the conclusion to be drawn by the broad
15325 of our country from the actual facts,

The Result of the Congress of Poles
Living Abroad.

Miserable Fiasco of a Fascist Enterprise.
By J. S. (Warsaw).

For more than two years the Fascist Government of Poland
announced the convocation of a big congress of the Poles living
abroad, which was to be a demonstration of the close relation
between the Polish emigrants and the Pilsudski Government.
Extensive preparations were made and large sums of money,
squeezed out of the workers, were expended. Finally, the con-
gress took place . .. and the result is a miserable fiasco.

For several days there sat in Warsaw “delegates”, who had
been nominated by the difierent consuls of European and Ame-
rican States, and who were supplemented by tge “Poles from
abroad”, who are always to be found about the Warsaw streets.
They formed several commissions, they held several ceremonious
plenary sessions, they rose from their seats as a sign of respect
to the memory of the wrecked flyer idzikomski, sent a message
of homage by telegraph to Pilsudski and to his lackey Moscicki,
passed resolutions against the Soviet Union and ... went home.

All this failed to make any impression at all on the
working masses of Poland. The failure of the congress enter-
prise was so apparent that even the Fascist press published
very scanty reports about the congress just enough to please
the “dear visitors”, the “compatriots from abroad”.

The Fascist congress sat in empty rooms, without awaken-
ing any interest on the part of ‘“society”, and amidst open
animosity from the peasant and worker masses. On the other
hand, the prohibition of the enfrance into the country of the
delegation of Polish workers from the Soviet Union excited
much comment. On this section of the front the Fascist Govern-
ment suffered the worst defeat.

When the Polish Fascists convoked the congress of Poles
living abroad, the purpose was not only to set up anti-Soviet
propaganda among the Polish emigrants in the capitalistic
countries, but the hope was entertained of gaining some in-
fluence among the Polish working population in the Soviet
Union and especially in the frontier districts. The organisers
of the Warsaw congress thought that the Soviet authorities
would not permit the sending of a delegation to the Warsaw
congress. They rubbed their hands in anticipation of the dis-
satisfaction and fermentation, which they hoped in this manner
to cause among the Polish toiling masses in the Soviet Union.
They even went as far as ordering black mourning crepe, with
\G'hich to veil the seats of the absent delegates of the Soviet

nion.

All these speculations came to noucht. The manoeuvres of
the Polish Fascists were frustrated by the Polish working
masses of the Soviet Union. At more than 1750 mass meetings
the Polish workers and peasants and the working Polish in-
tellectuals in the Soviet Union declared that they did not need
any “protection” by the Polish bqurgeoisie; that they did not
want any “national Unity” with F3scism; that they, in common
with the proletariat ol Poland, reghrded as their fatherland the
Soviet Union, the fatherland of the workers of the whole world.

While in all other countries the “elections” {o the Warsaw
congress took the form of nomination of “delegates” by Polish
consuls or by little bourgeois clerical cliques, in the Soviet
Union a broad, public congress campaign, embracing hundreds
of thousands of Polish workers and peasants, was carried on
and for this reason the organisation committeee of the Warsaw
congress, which acted in close agreement with the Fascist Go-
vernment, resolved not to permit the delegates from the Soviet
Union to attend the congress. The chairman of the organisa-
tion committee Senate Marshal Szymanski declared curtly at the
first session of the congress: ’

“That the organisation commitiee regarded the presence
of the delegation from the Soviet Union as superiluous.”

The Fascist organisers of the Warsaw congress not only
regarded the participation of the representatives of the Polish
working masses in the Soviet Union as superiluous, but took




794

International Press Correspondence

No 3§~

the same view of the participation of the real delegates of the
working emigrant masses in the capitalist countries. For in-
stance, two congress delegates from Belgium, Polish miners,
named Bronislaw Bober and Antoni Pokwiczal, were not ad-
mitted, in spite of the fact that, or just because, they were
elected and delegated to the congress by meetings of Polish
workers in Borinage, Li¢ge and Limbourg. Not only was ob-
jection raised to their credentials, which were signed b
3000 Polish emigrants, but these delegates were threatened wit
arrest if they did not go away immediately from the Sejm
Building, in which the congress proceedings took place.

The absence of the delegation from the Soviet Union called
forth a wave of violent protest in the Soviet Union, and it also
aroused deep indignation among the working masses in Poland,
which was expressed at numerous meetings of workers in
Warsaw, Lodz, the coal fields of the Dombrowa, Ostrowiec,
etc., in whose resolutions it was decided to stigmatise the con-
gress as an amnti-Soviet enterprise and to protest against the
non-admission of the delegates from the viet Union. In
Warsaw a reception committee was formed for the workers’ and
peasants’ delegation from the Soviet Union and among its
members were Comrade Sypula of the Communist fraction in
the Sejm, Deputy Walnitzkij of the Ukrainean Selrob Unity
Association, and the Deputy Dworczanin of the White-Russian
Workers’ and Peasants’ Club. The committee protested in a
leaflet against the non-admission of the representatives of the
workers and peasants from the Soviet Union.

The protest action against the non-admission of the dele-
gates from the Soviet Union will develop further in close con-
nection with the preparation action for Anti-War Day,
August 1st. The action of protest is also spreading among the
Polish emigrant masses in France, Belgium, Germany and the
United States, At numerous meetings and demonstrations, the
workers, whom capitalist exploitation and Fascist Terror drove
out of Poland. proclaim their unshakable determination and
readiness to fight in defence of the Soviet Union, against the
Fascist dictatorship and for the Polish Soviet Republic.

Through the organisation of the Warsaw Congress, the
Fascist Government wished to gain a further possibility for
the war against the Soviet Union. The campaign, with which
the Polish working masses in the Soviet Union, in Poland and
in exile have answered the Fascist manoeuvre, will form a point
oi departure for an enhanced fight against the criminal plans
ol Polish Fascism and of international imperialism.

The British Miners and the Labour

Government.
Annual Conference of the Miners Federation.

London, 30th July.

This year’s annual conflerence of the Miners’ Federation
of Great Britain, which sat at Blackpool during the whole of
last week, was of the first political importance.

The conference had to declare its attitude in regard to the
mining policy of the MacDonald Government, and particularly
in regard to the supposed election “pledge” to repeal imme-
diately the Eight-Hour Day Act and reintroduce the Seven
Hour Day.

The Government has. of course, no intention of honouring
this pledee: and the intentionally vague statement made in Par-
liament last week simply said that in the Autumn session of the
House. legislation would be introduced to deal with the whole
question ol “re-oryanising” (i. e. rationalising) the mining
industry, this legislation to mclude the question of hours. There
was no mention of the Seven-Hour Day.

After three days discussion. in private session, the Con-
ference adopted a resolution reiterating the demand for im-
mediate repeal of the Eight-Hours Act as the basis for the
M. F. G. B. Executive's negotiations with the Government in
connection with the promised levislation,

The comment was openly made by astute bourgeois press
correspondents at the Conierence — does the resolution mean
what it savs?

_ Certainly, 'in this more than 90% bureaucratic confereomps
there were many expressions of tendencies to compromise — s
in a T'/»-hour day, or an 8-hour day “bank fo bank” -
present 8-hour day is 8 hours, “plus one winding time” i ¢ :
average of 8!/ hours or more).

But is was unquestionably realised by the majority of -
conference that so blatant a betrayal, following close on ~
heels of the general election and the promises then made, w:.
have brought disillusionment to large masses of miners 1§
driven them over to the Communist Party as the only it
native. ’

The line adopted by the leading officials and Exew:
members of the Federation, who will do the negotiating v §:
the Government, was, however, highly significant. Cook |-
example, pleaded for the withdrawal of the resolution and &
giving of a “free hand” to the Executive.

“The Government ought to be grateful to the officia’: '
the Federation” writes the Liberal “Manchester Guardian”,
Mr. Richards (Vice-President) and Mr. Cook put up a =
fight for the Government- policy.”

The betrayal, in fact, has merely been postponed so t:
it can be the more easily accomplished.

On the wages question, the Conierence resolved to dem.x
a national agreement and a higher minimum wage. T
foreshadows a bitter struggle — and more reformist treach:
— at the end of this year when the principal district ag:~
ments terminate,

The handful of Communist and militant delegates a:
Conference fought a good fight against overwhelming odds i}
demonstrated clearly that Communist policy and leadership «-
the only alternative to reformism.

In the hours debate it was George Maslin, a South ¥:-
Communist, who put forward the demand for preparations -
strike action to achieve the Seven-Hour Day in view of ¥
Government’s inevitable refusal to grant it.

o an o

The Conference resolution in nationalisation of the ==
which proposed compensation for the owners, was aw
by Arthur Horner, who declared that only nationalis” °
without compensation and with workers’ control, which - |
not be achieved save by a Revolutionary Workers’ Gor
ment, by the seizure of power by the working class, v
benefit the miners.

The hypocrisy of a proposal to “invite” the Russian mire
to enter the Miners International on accepting the comstit:
and rules of the International, was effectively exposed by )=
Williams (Forest of Dean) and Horner: before the Rus::
miners would enter the International, said the latter, it must:
based on the waging of the class struggle against capital-

Finally, on the situation in the Scottish coalfield, the E:-
cutive’s report was denounced by Horner on the grounds f
they had only sought excuses for the discredited Scottish o~
cials and not the truth. Nothing had been done to disaffiiz:
the breakaway Union founded by Mr. Adamson, which actu.’™
had a delegate at Blackpool. The Executive’s report was adoy'-
by the automatic majority of a “card” vote.

| TRADE UNION MOVEMENT |

The *Flight from the Unions” in
Britain.

London, 30th Jul:.

How reformist betrayal is causing a steady shrinkage in "
membership of Trade Unions in Britain is shown in the offic
government statistics, just issued.

The total membership of all trade unions declined b
244.605 in 1927, following a decline of 300,000 in 1020. At 'h-
end of 1027 the total membership was 3.903,048. Before the G
neral Strike in 1026, the Union membership was some 4.300.%¢
and at its highest level, in 1920, it was 8,328,000.
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l AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

ard to International Red Day!

ppeal of the Red International of Labour Unions.)
To All Affiliated Bodies!

’ To the Workers of All Countries!
mrades,

he first of August is drawing near, the day thai will see

erful international demonstration against war and imperia-
| It will be the day when the workers of all countries will
th forth on to the streets and throw their fighting slogan
ie teech of the ruling classes the world over: No Imperialist
! From the very outset of the preparations for the Inter-
snal Red Day as a measure to oppose war, the bourgeois
social-democratic press has contended all along that it is
ticious demonstration, that the Comintern and the R.I.L. U.
: simply “invented” the war menace, and that “by the
it 15 taking up about the coming war, the U.S.S.R. is
ious to conceal its own internal difficulties”. It is under this
that the entire international bourgeois-social-democratic allian-
ias led the counter-attack for the purpose of plastering over the
ening cracks in the edifice of world imperialism; to conceal
iricion between the different Powers and, mouthing paci-
phrases the while, to screen their work of building up more
. more armaments. For the purpose of bringing greater
ssure to bear on the minds of the masses, open pacifist
wres are made from time to time (such being the Kellogg
't and like shams), though each gesture is accompanied by
ret military agreements (like the Anglo-French Naval Agree-
nt), and involves a still speedier race in armaments,

The ceaseless talk of peace in Geneva, Locarno, the Dawes
. the Young Plan and scores of other international com-
ations, have not only failed to lessen the danger of war
shes. but are actually making the menace of war to a still
ater extent a thing of the immediate future, especially if it
taken into consideration that under all these pacifist phrases
r preparations are being carried on with a view to attacking
tU.8.S.R,, and that every time the imperialists meet together
s to talk of the best way to smash and enslave Soviet Russia.
fice it to remember that during the recent negotiations in
ris on the reparations question (involving the Young Plan),
ue of Germany's prominent statesmen negotiated — plainly
t without the knowledge of their social-democratic government
with governmental circles of France and Britain concerning
t conditions on which Germany might join a united block
inst the Soviet.

Again, whilst MacDonald is talking night and day of his
iceful pacifist intentions, British diplomats, together with the
lomats of America, Japan and France are egging on the
nese militarists into acts of provocation against the U.S.S.R.
n it be doubted for one moment that the Chinese warmongers
uld never have dared to do what they have done to Soviet
‘sia if they had not known that they could count on the
Mort of the imperialists? Now that, owing to the machina-
"s of the imperialists pulling the wires from behind the
nes. the Chinese military caste have let themselves be driven
0 this act of provocation. it is realised by everyone today
! the threat of war has just been hanging over, not the
‘-S- R. and China alone. but over the whole of humanity.
14 are these ardent pacifists of the Second and Amsterdam
trnational doing to-day? Parties affiliated to the Second In-
23“9“3‘1 now hold government office; but what are they doing?
‘ile]l{stlfy the action taken by the venal militarists of China,
_i'”j\‘-'a;ﬂ’h their deeds, and accuse the U.S.S.R. of “Red im-
_Ekc{lsm - Is not this direct provocation to war? Is not this
ads St;Pport to the thugs that have massacred whole thou-
lt\tho the Chinese people? Does not such a policy mean
s ;; clou_ds_of war will grow blacker still? Does not a
e }:ke this increase the danger of war? The plan Baldwin
<« < lamberlain worked out long ago to surround the
ied & and cut it off from the outer world is now being
tha foutf by their successors, who are doing their dirty work
dist ¢ 3b" are of pacifist phrases, to the shoutings of the so-
*! tub-thumpers of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals.

Srad L

. against the Soviet Union.

In Britain and Germany pariies belonging to the Second
International have come to power. But that fact does not lessen
the threat of war. The bourgeoisie are sufficiently wily to do
their dirty work with their own ‘‘socialist” hangers-on as their
tools. We find that the job of strangling the German Labour
movemen: has been given to social-democratic scoundrels wea-
ring police uniforms; In Britain it is the “historical mission” of
MacDonald’s government to push on capitalist rationalisation
in that country and to carry on with the preparations for war
hese social-democratic governments
are very strict in their observance of all the traditions of the
different bourgeois parties and are doubly zealous in advocating
the interests of their bourgeoisie. That is why the coming into
power of these parties does not do away with all the outstan-
ding f{rictions in international politics nor denote any lull in
the class struggle going on in these countries.

Why has the menace of war come to loom so large pre-
cisely to-day? It looms up so big because of the fact that in
all countries gigantic social clashes are mulliplying, because
the revolutionary Labour movement in the colonies is strength-
ening and because the socialist strength of the Soviet State is
gathering volume and force. All this taken in its tofality is
compelling the bourgeoisie to adopt counter-measures. With
fire and sword they are destroying the revolutionary movements
in the colonies. By applying wild terrorism and socialist cor-
ruption they are endeavouring to disintegrate the workers' ranks
in the capitalist countries. By surrounding Soviet Russia with
a financial and economic blockade and setting on the Chinese
militarists against that country, they are trying to hasten the
day when they can draw the blood of the first country of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. ‘

Only .open agents of the bourgeoisie or hopeless idiots
cannot see the war danger that is rushing down upon us. Only
people anxious to conceal the dark trickery and schemings of
the imperialists can talk of a securer peace. Only people who
are utterly blind can maintain that the danger of war 1s being
exaggerated by the Comintern and the R.I.L.U. No, we do
not exaggerate that danger. When war is just about to over-
whelm us in a towering wave it will be too late then to speak
of any menace of war, too late to hammer out plans to com-
bat war. Right here and now must the fight against war be
begun every day, day in and day out, we must keep on com-
batting this danger; and the more ruthlessly we combat war
and the more determinedly the working class links up its daily
interests with the anti-war struggle, the easier it will be to
hold back the new war the imperialists are threatening which
will mean the mutual destruction of the nations.

The struggle against war is not a single act in itself or
anything depending upon the individual effort of the individual
worker, but is a fight requiring systematic and stubborn ac-
tivities towards rallying the masses and welding them together
on the basis of the class struggle. It means, too, that all ele-
ments of reformist mentality and outlook must be eradicated
from their midst. First and foremost, the siruggle against war
1s above all a siruggle against the bourgeoisie at home, The
enemy is within the gate — that was Liebknecht's slogan, and
it retains all its force in every imperialist war. To that slogan
the October Revolution added another: support of the land of
the working class dictatorship is the bounden duty of every
honest and class-conscious worker. Any real struggle against
war conironts every working class organisation with the pro-
blem of utilising the international experience of the Bolsheviks
which they acquired in fighting against the imperialist war of
1914—1918. Their experience goes to show that when war does
begin all activities must then be directed under the watch-word
of: transform the imperialist war into civil war.

The first of August will be a review of the revolutionary
forces of the world, a day of powerful mass action in the shape
of strikes, demonstrations, etc., in which the working class will
voice their resistance to the danger of war and give evidence
of their hatred of imperialism.

It will be a day when the workers will come out at once
against the war-makers. and their social-democratic helpers. That
day should see the mobilisation of all the forces of the revolu-
tionary working class against imperialism and reformism. That
is why. on that day, all organisations alfiliated to the R.I.L. U,
all workers adhering to the principle of the revolutionary class
struggle. and all those who are enemies of imperialism and

Tmr war - o

—— .
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friends of the U.S.s, R., must march out on to the streets to

tell the world in no uncertain voice:
We will have no imperialist war!
Down with war and the war-mongers!
Sweep Out the Chinese militarists!

Sweep away they social-imperialists of the Second and Am.
sterdam Internationals!

ard to the fraternal alliance of the toilers of China

of the U.S.S.R. and the whole world!

Long live the socialist fatherland of the international wor-
class — the Unjon of Soviet Socialist Republics!

Executive Burean, .
Red Internationa] of Labour Unions.

Forw.
with the workers

king

July 24, 1929,

The Danger of War and the Miners’
International.
By G. Sobottka (Berlin),

The most important and mosi significant factor of capitalist
economy is the raising of coal. Without coal no capitalist de-
velopment and no such tremendous extension of capitalist pro-
duction would have been possible. The significance of coal
raising, that is of mining, was recognised by the miners in the
earliest years, not omly on a national scale but also inter-
nationally. The miners, the mainstay of the mining industry,
were, therefore, the first among the ranks of the indu§trial p

The first practical step in this direction was the inter-
national miners’ i i i i

war was in the foreground.
The miners quite rightly recognised that they had in their
hands the lever whereby any war could be made impossible,
If the miners do not raise any coal, no steel can be cast, no
shells turned. No locomotive can possibly draw
of troops or the Munitions of war
theatre of war, if the miner does not

prevent the outbreak of war grew cons
formist bureaucrats at the congresses were also
take this determination into consideration and d
prevention of war, That, in their case, the fight
only a sham fight,

strike; the reformist
called upon the miners

the individual countries
to produce more coal in order to enable
the capitalists 1o hold out. Witenever a miner dared to remind
the bureaucrats of the resolutions of the international con-
wresses, he was denounced by them to the military authorities

and immediately sent to the ‘trenches, August 1914 found the
trade-union bureaucracy of the miners’ organisations of gaj

countries on the side of their capitalists ang imperialists, in
Spite of the many resolutions against war made at the various
('()II,QFCSSCS.

The war years interrupted the activity of the mjners’ inter-
national. Byt recognising their value to the maintenance of
capitalism, the reformist wire-pullers renewed their connections
wer the conclusion of the slaughter of the peoples. The first

- ~
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international miners’ congress,
in 1920 in Geneva, The same
France and in Great

war. They evem passed

20th international] miners congress, which met in Augus |
the fight against war was on:

in Frankfort on Main,
on the agenda. In the resolution
stated:

“The international miners’
Geneva congress

solution of the }
general strike in case of g

The office of the International Miners’
of carrying out an iner 4

structed to investigate all meang
action. Several months after the
Decembgr 10th to 15!!1, 1922, th

ague, and the reformist miners’
attended. Right at the beginning

this congress it is stated:

“War is the
particularly of the

It is also stated in

for peace ‘and
of the Labour
vent the actual
carrying out of

movement all

was illustrated in January 1923,

its troops into the Rubr District and the danger of wr

of the Ruhr District,
Miners’ Federation a
national Propaganda

“The Miners’

Committee.
Internationaj

tions from Moscow.” In this manner the

suppression of the revolts,in Syria by

again, there was not the slightest protest,
for the carrying
The history of the International

fully that in the
national wil] fajl again in

ion of war by the miners
strength. The preliminary con
created in the m
Dit committees,
nection of the
lished in
frontiers,
mittees in

Through revoly
miners and of th
the whole country ga

the 25th in the series o

Britain had for four long yeur: -
the miners to war, again put on the agenda the figh :

most terrible scourge of mangis:
proletariat.
always the conquered and capitalism always the cong:
the resolution:
“It is, therefore, the duty of the workers of all i

to wage a fight with al means
of war, in order to make war

outbreak of a war by the proclamaii. {
an international general strike."

How much valye these resolﬁtions had, or still have -

t that time,

ines by the for
ti

It is only on the basis of revolutionary
all mines that war can be successfully combared.

le, who in Ger:

passed at this congres:

war.”
Federation .-

In war the prolet:=;

agamnst war and the -

future threats of war a1

When French imperialiq

and Action Cot "

Hodges,” answered the

Does not Accept any I~
roposal was rei:

1

.G

out of the resolutions that had been passe:

Miners’ Federation I

approaching imperialist wars the miners' ;1 :

mation of really revolution
onary representatives, the ¢
€ various pits must be e
nd also bevond the nari--
pit o

“This war wil]
series of successfy]
“war to end war"

revolutions

soon be followed by

is a sheer noxious

y other wars, ypless
takes place, The fable of
myth” I
(Lenin in November 1ut. .

|
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ECONOMICS

British Imperial Trade.
By Gore Graham (London).

" At the present time a vigorous agitation is taking place in
gland for the establishment of the Empire as an economic
t. The aim for which many capitalist elements are fighting
that of Free Trade within the empire and a comprehensive
ire tarifi defence against foreign goods. Undoubtedly at the
hcoming Imperial Conference economic questions will predo-
nate and these views will be given strong advocacy. But
re seems little possibility of the Conference being able to do
ytiing but reveal the fact that the hegemony of Britain has
ne and that the self-contained imperial unit so fondly ima-
ed by the anxious stabilisers of British capitalism wilfl never
anything more than a dream. Actually the empire is but
t lcose federation working co-operatively whenever it is not

rmful to self-interest. And the Dominions will not sacrifice
bemselves in behalf of the beatilic schemes of British capi-
alists busy salvaging the one-time “workshop of the world”.
t is true that the U. S. A, proposals for the further streng-
thening of their tariff walls has produced some consternation.
Not only has it revived the propaganda of a “United States of
Europe”, but it has given a little fillip to the development of
British imperial ideology. Canada, for example, in the eight
months ending last May exported £ 20.000.000 worth less of
farm products and wheat flour than she did in the eight months
ending May 1921, — before U. S. A, first raised iis customs
tariif against Canada’s primary products. Canadian wheat now
pavs a duty of Is. 9d. a bushel in the United States. In general
1t is estimated that the tarifi increases due to come into ope-
ration in November will bar another £ 10.000,000 worth of
Canadian products from the United States. Meanwhile, as will
be shown later. United States exports to Canada are advancing
by leaps and bounds. As a result of this the theory of im-
peria) free trade is strengthened somewhat and Canadian Con-
servatives, who speak of Canada as the milch cow of the U.S. A.,
while they cannot hope for an increase in the tariff on United
Sates goods, yvet expect the Government to reduce the (tariff
on the items convered by the British preferential {tariffs.

The British Conservatives are pledged to place no tariifs on
fcod, and the present newly-revived campaign for an imperial
economic unit runs counter to this pledge. Already a minor
<ensation has occurred in the withdrawal by the Conservative
Party of its official endorsement of a candidate standing in a
current bye-election because he has supported the present im-
perial crusade and run counter to the Conservative pledges on
iood tariffs.

The repercussions of the U. S. A. tarifi move, the immi-
nent schemes of imperial development by the Labour Govern-
ment, the important visit of Thomas to Canada to take place
this summer, the daily-developing movement in Britain for a
seli-supporting Empire, the imminent emergence of a new im-
perial policy of the British Conservatives are all factors which
make the present a fime in which no very useful estimate of
the position could possibly be written.

_Nevertheless. the following facts of British empire trade
will be of service in judging the developments that are close
upon us,

Let us begin by considering the proportions of the British
export trade:

Distribution of British Experts.

Exports to 1013 1024 1025 1027
Countries within the Empire . 37 % 427 437% 46 %
'l Evuropean countries . . 305% 20% 25% 235%
Remaining countries of the World . 325% 32% 132% 305%

Noticeable at once is the relative decline in British exports
10 non-empire markets. But in case anyone should think that
(putting aside the fact that the relatlive decline of exports to
non-empire markets is also an absolute decline) the relative
‘merease in exnorts to countries within the empire is cause for
ithilation on the mart of the British imperial “unitarians”. let
him consider the following facts.

India.

India is the biggest market within the British empire. In
1927 the value of exports of domestic products and manufac-
tures amounted to £ 85,000,000. This was only £ 15,000,010
greater than in 1913. But this increase was accounted for by the
rise in values; actually there was a decrease in the volume of
the exports, owing to the severe competition of the U. S. A.
Japan and Germany. Despite the existing preferences to British
manufactures, the Capitalists of these countries have eaten
deeply into the Indian market. As recently as June 27th the
Bombay Millowners Association are pleading with the Viceroy
for the protection of their own industry against Japanese comi-
petitors who had exported into India 165 million yards of cloth
during the first four months of this year as against 75 million
yards of cloth in the same period last year.

Australia.

The value of British exports to Australia, which is the
next largest imperial market, amounted to £ 65,000,000 in 1027,
or nearly double the 1913 amount of £34,000,000. But there
again the relative proportion is actually declining. for in 1913
the British percentage of Australian imports was 63% whereas
in 1925 it had fallen to 57.6%. And again for no other reason
than that of the fierce competition of Japanese and American
capitalists. In 1925 Australia imported manufactured goods from
the U. S. A. to the value of £ 38.000.000 or nearly four times
the value of American goods imported in 1913,

South Africa,

Here again is the same story of British decline and Amc-
rican advance. British exports to South Africa in 1027 were
£ 30,000,000, an increase, it is true, from the total of £ 22.000.000)
in 1913. But whereas the proportions in 1913 were: — British
67.2% and U. S. A. 8.6%, in 1925 the proportions had changed
i0: — British 62% and U. S. A. 14.7%. And the recent orders
from South Africa for eighteen locomotives by Krupp's lirm in
Germany are reminders that the American depredations upcn
the British market are not unaccompanied by attacks from other
capitalist compefitors.

Canada.

From the British manufacturers’ point of view Canada
occupies a very low position, for it is one of those parts ol
the British empire that fall directly within the economic orbit
of the U. S. A. Although Canadian exports of food. raw mu-
terials, etc. to Britain amounted to £ 52,000.000 in 1027, the
British exports to Canada were only £ 20.000.,000. Sixty-four
per cent. of Canada’s imports were provided by U. S. A, And
still again the relative proportion, as far as British manuiac-
turers are concerned, is declining. British exports to Canada are
only £ 6.000.000) greater than in 1913, and are now only 177,
of the total Canadian import trade. And what makes this more
illustrative of British decline is the fact that Canadian im-
ports are speedily increasing, particularly textiles. chemicals
and coal. And we have, for example, the edifving sight
of the South Wales coal-masters, especially Mond and the
Anthracite owners, increasing their exploitation of the Welsh'
colliers in order to compete for the market within “their own”
dominion!

British exports to New Zealand have doubled since 1013,
New Zealand imports more British manufactures, in proportion
to its population, than any other dominion or protectorate of the
empire. But while British exports to New Zealand were
£ 22,000.000 in 1913 and £ 52.000.000 in 1925, the proportion
of imports from Britain was 82.4% in 1913 but had fallen toy
73% in 1925, again showing British decline. Once more. 1he}
old story — U. S. A. the successful comnetitor. Americam,
exports to New Zealand have increased four-iold between 1013
and 1025, In 1013 the percentage of American imports into
New Zealand was 0.5%, but in 1925 it had risen to 177;. And
in the great electrical and similar development that is lwingf
planned, American success in New Zealand trade is certmin
10 continue.

i
[}
New Zealand, ’
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Others Colonies,

British exports in 1913 to the West African colonies, Kenya
Colony and the Uganda Protectorate amounted to £ 6,750,000.
In 1927 they were £ 16,500,000, and growing rapidly. But here
again we have the old, old story of fierce attacks being made by
the capitalists of U. S. A., Japan and Germany. In Kenya in
1927 the proportion of imports from countries under the British
flag was only 54%.

These figures of British empire trade are stubborn and
irreducible facts of imperialist rivalry making only for war.

The frantic efiorts of the British capitalists to recover and
strengthen these markets take the form, as is well known, of
the reduction of costs by wage-cuts, rationalisation, etc., and
the consequent approach to the *‘competitive price levels”. They
also, as is mentioned at the beginning, seek to monopolise
the market by agitating for increase of preferences, advocating
the idea of an imperial economic umit, and so on. But another
equally substantial panacea is the remedy of “better salesman-
ship and advertising” much vaunted lately in England. Not only
does the British Prince of Wales use his influence in the advo-
cacy of this beaming solution, but Mr. MacDonald, the “La-
bour” Premier, felt constrained on his first day of office to
send a special message to the Fifth Annual Convention of the
Advertising Association with the words: .

“Although this is the first day of my resurrected offi-
cial life I have been having long consultations on how we
can assist industry and get into touch with its responsible
people.

What [ say to you all is this: go ahead: put your
brains into vour business: advertise well: organise your
.'sales” scientifically, and do not be disturbed by voices of
ear.

But what worker with a grain of political sense can fail to
see that not one of these solutions will solve anything, that
the first two cannot be operated and in so far as they are
attempted will only bring imperialist war nearer?

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Chemical Workers’ Strike in
Piraeus. .

By Laos,

The most characteristic feature of the present phase of the
class struggle in Greece is undoubtedly the lining up of broad
strata of the most backward part of the Greek proletariat in
the revolutionary class front against the State and the employers.

A short time ago it was the women carpet makers of Pi-
raeus, consisting for the greater part of refugees and unorga-
nised. who. under the leadership of the Unitary trade unions,
repelled. a fierce attack by the employers on their wages, and
were able to record some successes as a result of their strike.

The same applies also to the strike of the fertiliser workers
of Piraeus. The fertiliser works of Piraeus, which are con-
sidered to be the most modern chemical plant in Greece, acquire
special importance in view of the preparations being made for
chemical warfare. This branch of industry, which has been

_built up with the aid of German technicians, constitutes an
“example of capitalist methods of exploitation and of the most
reactionary attituds towards the workers. The fertiliser works
hiave hitherto succeeded, by the most brutal means, in preventing
~any trade union organisation of the workers.

: It is true, this policy could not be maintained indefinitely
“in view of the rapidly growing revolutionisation of the Greek
‘workers. The conditions under which the workers are com-
ipelled to work in these factories are simply inhuman. The
raverave working dav is ten to twelve hours. In addition, all
yworkers. including women and girls. are compelled to do night
work. The wages paid are the lowest in Greece: 25 Drachmas
and in the highest cases 40 Drachmas. Women and girls re-
«cive 13 to 25 Drachmas a day. Protection and salety devices
are auite unknown in these works.

i At the be}:in_nin;: of July this year some workers attempted
‘o torm a sort ol trade union organisation: this was enthusiasti-
fc:lly welcemed at a workshop meeting. At the same time the
]

G

workers elected a factory committee, which had the uka
putting forward the economic demands of the workers,

The employers, however, true to their brutal, oppresw
policy, immediately dismissed the committee elected by the wa-
kers. The indignation of the workers in face of this delibea
provocation was very great, and in several meetings they &
pressed their solidarity with the discharged worksmates =
proclaimed their firm intention to reﬁl immediately to %
measures of the employers with a strike. The first to gos
strike were the women, who spontaneously laid down %
work when they heard that 200 workers had been discharg:

On the 10th of July, at six o’clock in the morning.
greater part of the staff went on strike. Over 2000 men a
women workers ceased work.

The employers, who had anticipated this action, had alres
adopted all measures in order to carry out a regular blee
bath and thereby break the resitance of the workers. The i
tiliser factories of Piraeus have for a long time possessed th:
own factory police. These were now brought into action. Tte
immediately occupied the works and in spite of all prote:
prevented the workers still in the factory from leaving it

When the workers who had gone on strike learned th-
they endeavoured to release their imprisoned workmates. Tt.
provided the occasion for wild shooting on the part of 1
factory police, who were not content with firing rifles and r=
volvers but also threw hand-grenades. The factory manage.
a German citizen, to whom the factory police are subordinat
took a very prominent part in this action. Three workers we:
severely wounded. The strikers at first drew back, but r
mained assembled before the factory gates. The police, wis
in the meantime had been alarmed, came upon the scene S
denly, without the slightest warning, the police were given ™.
order to fire, and a furious attack was launched. The strixe:
were pursued into their homes. The shooting lasted until I:-
in the night.

Sixteen severely wounded and several arrests were the
sult of the attack of the police and the employers’ guards. §-
the strike-front of the fertiliser workers still remained unshaiz
Eight-hour day, wage increase, right to organise in t::
unions, and reinstatement of all the discharged workers w=
the demands of the strikers.

Right from the commencement the strikers placed
leadership of their fight in the hands of the Unitary irs
unions. All the attempts of the social-fascists to get hold =
the leadership of the struggle proved vain against the =
shakable confidence of the strikers in the revolutionary trax
unions.

The terrorist measures exercised by the police and *.
authorities beggar description. All means were employed :
order to force the strikers to their knees. In spite of everythr.
the strike lasted till the 18th of July. The workers resume.
work in the consciousness that the question was no longer t=
of a simple fight with the employers. but that this fight of s
chemical workers of Piraeus was already a fighi between 1<
State and the working class.

The Laboui' Movement in the

FPhilippines.

By Alvarez

The labour movement first arose in the Philippines abou
thirty years ago under the direct influence of the National R:-
volution of 1898 which led to the formation of the First Re;u-
blic in the Far East. During this revolution the lading rok
went over spontaneously to the proletarian elements in the towr:
and to the poor strata of the population 'in the rural diswic
— a movement that was headed by Andres Bonifacio aga:i-
the landowning bourgeois clique who, seriously alarmed at .o
sing their lands, riches and other privileges, hastened to cap:-
tulate to the Americans and thus betrayed the Rebellion. Sui-
sequently, the Americans defeated the Spaniards (for the revo-
lution in the Philippines was directed primarily against Span:-!
domination) and commenced to suppress the emancipatory nw-
vement of the people. It was only after three years of bt
struggle that the U.S. A, finally got full control of the Islanis

The small labour unions that arose in Manila, the capir”
of the Islands, round about 190102 were inspired chiefly b+
a group of prominent intellectuals who had received their ediu-
cation and knowledge of the labour movement in Spaim, Asd

Lokl EE—
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find the Spanish labour movement of that time, with. its
craft organisations, formed chiefly to render mutual aid,
ting a spirit of co-operation between master and man,
us {aken as a model for the labour -movement of the
ines. The predominance of small-scale and handicraft in-
greatly facilitated the growth of these forms of the mo-
and to this day have a strong hold on the Islands.
pite the peacetul outlook observed throughout the mo-
it generally, several strikes occurred during the early days
movement thanks to the intolerable position of the wor-
the result of the high cost of living that followed the
cted war and the economic policy of the Americans (with
mericans in control the trade turn-over rose from
.000 peso in 1895 to 132,000,000 peso in 1903 — a growth
was only possible by enhancing the exploitation of the
ry).
he repressions directed by the American authorities against

Strikers and their leaders strengthened the peaceful tenden-
i in the labour movement, the more so, since at that time
Jabour organisations were not purely proletarian in cha-
ker. there being many small shop-keepers, handicraftsmen and
¢rs among the membership. .

"The bitter struggle between the labour leaders (the majo-
of whom were not workers at all) to use the labour orga-
itions as a means of getting parliamentary seats, started
ing the first election campaign (1907) when the Parliament
the Philippines was first established after the Americans had
icified” the country, extremely weakened the labour organi-
ions. It was universally recognised at that time that the labour
vement would have to gather its forces {ogether and reorga-
e itself — a task that was undertaken by the Printers’ Union
‘the most progressive labour union at that time. Several new
lons catering for the tobacco workers, seamen, carpenters,
lors, boot and shoe operatives and others were organised on
new basis which made it impossible for any of the masters
employing class to become miembers. By the first of May
13, all these organisations had met and formed the Philippine
tbciulr %ongress — the largest National Labour Federation in
¢ Islands.

The bitter struggle that arose again between the politicians
the Congress leaders — seriously retarded the work of the
mgress and in 1916 a group of unions headed by one Balmori
oke away. This group formed the so-called Federation of
bour which subsequently became the extreme Right Wing of
? labour movement, zealously supporting class collaboration.
tis Federation is still the loyal agent of the capitalists in the
our movement of the Philippines.

At the present time the percentage of workers organised in
: Philippines is very high indeed. In 1927, of about 300,000
rkers employed in industry, transport and trade (including
nberers and fishermen working for hire). there were 92.000
ganised, of whom 60,137 belong to the Labour Congress (not
unting the agricultural workers); 3,268 belong to the Fede-
ton of Labour, while 22,786 were lined up in the Indepen-
nt Unions. The Peasant and Agricultural Workers’ Confede-
tion affiliated to the Labour Congress. likewise became a very
ong factor in the labour movement. However, the percentage
zamsed among the agricultural workers is altogether negli-
ole. The Confederation has less than 15000 workers lined
+ although there are more than 2.000.000 workers employed
the agricultural trades of the Philippines,

The growth of the numerical strength of the workers’ or-
nisations especially apparent during the nost-war period be-
ning with 1917, went hand in hand with the rapid growth
industry. At that time many new large-scale enterprises arose,
uipped on the latest engineering lines, employing large num-
rs of workers. There was also a marked increase in the
‘mber of transport workers as the railways were extended and
uer traasport facilities introduced.

Despite the fact that a large number of the workers were
Zanised in the trade unions, the mutual aid societies and other
‘Zanisations, the whole labour movement of the Philippines
Wn to recent vears was still characterised by its marked
Vision. as seen in the early period of its development and a
Nt outlook. (For examnle, in Manila. alone there were eleven
lons catering for the tobacco workers. Some of the organisa-
ns could not boast of any members outside a given factory.
itre were five vnions for the seamen. and so on.) The idea

class peace still had a strong hold on the workers, there

*re no milifant leaders; neither were there manv active trade
. . B

unionists. It was the organisational structure of the Labour
Congress, which is a loose federation of various organisations
and the fact that no paper was published and no dues fixed.
etc., that prevented the Congress from becoming a real organ
uniting and leading the labour movement. And, finally, it must
be said, the weakest side of the labour movement in the Phi-
lippines was its complete isolation from the International
Labour Movement. )

Besides this, the absence of an independent labour party
seriously weakened the unit weight of the labour organisations
in the political life of the country, Prior to the formation of
the Labour Party of the Philippines in 1928, the workers were
mainly influenced by the political views of their leaders who
usually belonged to one of the two bourgeois parties. For
example, in the struggle for nationmal independence — such a
vital question for the working masses of the Philippines — the
workers followed the lead of the national bourgeoisie.

But the last year or two marks a new era in the labour
movement of the Philippines. It was ushered in by the tem-
pestuous growth of the revolutionary movement in China and
the fact that the Philippines were drawn into the orbit of the
international revolutionary labour movement when the Labour
Congress affiliated to the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat
(affiliation was made in the middle of 1927 immediately after
the Pan-Pacific T. U. Conference had been held). Thanks to the
fine work carried out by the most progressive and revolutionary
section of the labour movement in the Philippines to strengthen
the unions, to reconstruct them on the industrial principle, to
get T.U. activities going at the factories and plants, to streng-
then unity and propagate the idea of international working
class solidarity, urging an implacable class lead, and the
strengthened strike movement of the last period, the successes
already achieved in the trade union field have certainly been
remarkable. For example, Philippine workers and Chinese wor-
kers came out together; Chinese and Philippine boot and shoe
operatives struck for more than four months; the recent wood-
workers’ strike should also be noted. The Chinese workers in
the Islands are united in the so-called Philippine-Chinese La-
bourers’ Association which has set up close contact with the
Labour Congress, despite the efforts of the native bourgeoisie
to foster a spirit of national antagonism. Several strikes that
arose at the end of 1928 and the beginning of 1929 were
remarkable for the solidarity shown by the workers and the
large numbers involved. The growth of the militancy and soli-
darity of the workers was seen especially during the strike of
last December, when 10,000 workers came out to protest against
the arrest of one of the tobacco workers’ leaders (who had
struck a scab). .

The conservative elements, however, have been furiously
resisting the continued radicalisation of the labour movenient.
(In the Philippines the Right Wing of the labour movement
is nicknamed the Conservatives; the Left Wing — the Radicals.)
At the outset this resistance was seen in the internal struggle
in the Council of the Labour Congress and in the way the or-
ganisations controlled by the Right Wing leaders sabotaged the
new policy.

Subsequently, the intensification of the struggle between the
two tendencies led to a split in the Labour Congress at the An-
nual Congress held at the beginning of last May in Manila and
a new Labour Congress of the Philippines, known as the Pro-
letarian Labour Congress was formed. Where the so-called con-
servatives are leading the labour movement is seen from the
declarations made by their leaders (Tebadi and others) alter the
split had taken place, which state. among other things, that the
Labour Movement of the Philippines must now strengthen con-
tact with the Labour Bureau (a Government body), and resist
all ouvtside interference in the labour movement and national
life of the Philippines (which means there must be no contict
with the international revolutionary labour movement), That
the services of these gentlemen have been recognised is seen
by the sympathetic way in which the bourgeois press support
all their efiorts, while rabidly attacking all militant elements an-d

inciting the reactionary forces in the country to persecute the .

Left Wing.

The recent developments and the increased opposition bet- °
ween the opportunist and revolutionary tendencies make it im- '
perative for the Leit Wing to stand together solidly and give a °

clear lead in carrving out its policy, reinforcing achievements

already gained and struggling actively fo unifv the labour mo-

vement on the basis of the class struggle, urging an eight-hour

e o e -
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day, increased pay, recognition for the unions, protection of
female and child labour, both in town and village, against the
inhuman exploitation of the agricultural workers and the poor
peasantry, thus extending their influence among the workers
(news to hand shows that half of the organised workers have
already affiliated to the new Labour Congress), organising the
unorganised and taking up their place in the vanguard of the
struggle for independence. ’
Unquestionably, the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Congress to
be convened in the very near future will strengthen the Revo-
lutionary Wing in the labour movement of the Philippines, will
reinforce its connections and bring to its aid the support of
15.000,000 organised workers in the Pacific countries,

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Results of the Plenum of the
E.C.C.1.

Leading Article of the “Pravda” of July 21st 1929.

The Plenum of the E. C. C. 1, which recently concluded its
work, has adopted decisions of extreme importance for the
international Communist movement. The Plenum analysed the
economic and political situation aiter the V1. World Congress.
This analysis confirmed to the fullest extent the line of the
VI. World Congress. The Plenum at the same time took into
account all changes in the economy and politics of the capitalist
countries and in their relations to the Soviet Union which have
taken place after the V1. Congress. o -

The Plenum recorded a further decline of capitalist stabili-
sation, a further intensification of its contradictions (in spjte of
the Paris Conference and of the MacDonald government), a
further deterioration of the position of the working class, upon
which the burdens of capitalist rationalisation are being cast.
and it recorded a further increase of the war danger and before
all of a military attack upon the Soviet Union (in spite ol the
Kellogg D'act. in spite of the continual disarmameni conlerences
and in spite of the solemn promises of MacDonald to recognise
the Soviet government).

At all junction points of world economy and politics, de-
velopment is proceeding in the direction foreseen by the
V1. World Congress. But some changes have taken place since
the VI. Congress. The VL. Congress recorded the Leit develop-
ment of the working masses in the capitalist countries. The
extent of this Left development already justifies us in speaking
ol a growing revolufionary advasnce, especially in such countries
as Germany. France. and Poland.

The strikes in the Ruhr, in Lodz and North France, the
mass actions of the Berlin workers on the Ist of May. the May
demonsirations in Germany, Poland and in other countries, the
brilliant successes of the German Party during the factory
council elections, the agricultural workers’ strikes in Poland are
facts which go to prove a growing revolutionary ferment in the
big capitalist States, a ferment which social democracy, the
main support of capitalism within the working class. can neither
check by the social-fascist methods of Zorgiebel nor by the
lyving. fraudulent “revolutionary” phraseology of the whole Leit
Wing.

In the present circumstance the main danger for our Com-
munist Parties consists in the fact that they (or some of them)
might limp behind the developing revolutionary advance (as, for
instance, the C. P, of Germany did in 1923 under the leader-
ship of Brandler and Thalheimer). Therefore the task of over-
coming the Right deviations and the conciliatory tendencies
which the VI World Congress placed in the centre of attention,
15 still meore urgent. At present it is a ouestion of cleansing the
Communist Parties from the tail politicians, the opportunist,
semi-social democratic elements who will not see the maturing
revolutionary advance (or are incapable of seeing it). who are
not able to lead the working class in the coming revolutionary
strigeles, who are laving down their arms betore capitalism
and the social democracy and who are beginning to plav in
our DParties the role of an inner agency of the enemv forces.

Hardly anv period in the inner lile of the Communist Inter-
national has been so Tull of events as that since the VI. World
Congress. 1t is characterised. on the one hand. bv the
strengthening and inner consolidation of the Communist Parties

and their simultaneous cleansing from the opportunist ek
and on the other hand by the consolidation of the Party ks
ship on the Bolshevist line of the VI. Congress. The Commip
Parties of Germany, Czechoslovakia, America, France anif
land have been most strongly affected by this process. Bu !
are also a number of our Parties in which this process s
beginning or even has not yet begun. The Plenum emph:gi
the necessity of a further determined struggle against the (gl
and conciliatory elements in all sections of the Cominters @Kl

The Plenum of the E. C. C. 1. drew up the politic/{i}
economic balance for the whole period since the V1. Cord
On the basis of the rich experience of this period the It
pronounced judgment on the Right elements, part of whit3
outside of the Comintern, while the other part are on i
to being outside of the Comintern. The position of the: 4
ments is no longer a tactical deviation. As has been i o
with Trotzkyism, the diflerences of opinion between the R:
and the Communist International are becoming programz:
differences. The line of the Rights is in numerous Paris
coming incompatible with membership of the Comintern. Alx
side of these elements there is developing another proce: %
Right deviation of the conciliatory and vacillating elements,
up to recently could not resolve on opposing their line w -
of the VI. Congress, who attempted to hide their difference
opinion with the Comintern, defended the Rights in a conou
and cowardly form, but did not dare to solidarise with thex

These elements are now taking the place left vacant b i
Rights. Their insistence upon their errors and deviatioas, !
denial of the shakiness and rottenness of capitalist stabilisae
the cloaking of its inner contradictions, their policy of distrzxd:
the revolutionary mass actions which are organised by the (:#fr
munist Parties (the atiitude of the German conciliators w© -
May events) will certainly lead them to where the Right v
arrived, i. e. outside of the Communist movement.

The successes of socialist construction in the Soviet L7.:
under the leadership of the C. P. S. U.. in spite of the desp”
resistance of the capitalist elements, are playing an ever ga?
rele in the welding together of the revolutionary forces ¢ #
working class in the capitalist couniries against impers
If. however, the policy of the C. P. S. U, constitutes a -
factor which is consolidating the forces of the Cominte
the foreign Communist Parties are following the examrt
the C. P. S, U. and its general line in adapting their p
taciics and organisation to the conditions of the develorir; ™
voli:ionary advance, then all inwardly rotten, vacillating *-
ments in all Farties of the Comintern which are slipping t*
Communism to social democracy, as well as the ogporu
who have been expelled from the Comuntern, are orien:’ -
towards the Right and conciliatory elements in the C. P. §
This fact the Plenum has once again revealed with ¢
clearness.

One of the most important questions at the Plenum was
trade union question The tactics of the independent leader:!
of the strike struggles of the working class, which has
laid down by the IV. Congress of the R. I. L. U. zni
VI. World Congress; the setting up of fighting commi:--
which are to comprise not onlv the organised but also the o
organised masses: the tactics of putting up independent lists :
candidates for the election of the trade union executives an - |
the factorv council elections. simultaneously with increase
work within the reformist unions, was fully conlirmed in
decisions of the Plenum, Their succesful carrving owt libers -
the masses from the inilrence of the Amsterdami trade un -
bureaucracy; it is the only means of destroying the reform-
trade union arnaratus in order to weld together the bro:.
masses of the orginised and uvnorganised proletarians not or
for the economic strugyles bt also for the political revolutions’
fight. for the overthrow of capitalism,

The Plenum adopted a special decision regarding t*
strugule against the threatening war and the demonstratior:
on Ist of August. The bourgeois and social-democratic gover:
ments. who are nreparing a new worid slaughter, will certar! ‘
exert all their efforts to prevent our demonstrations. They v.
not succeed in this.

The masses are aware of the threatening war danger: "¢
war horrors still live in their memories. The social fascst g
vernments, with whose help the bourgeoisie is preparing 'b:
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. are exposing themselves too obviously. The recent events
he Chinese Eastern Railway, by which the Chinese generals,
g on the dictates of international imperialism, are mm-
ently provoking a war against the Soviet Union. clearly
alise the danger of a new imperialist world slaughter.

The decisions of the E. C. C. I. Plenum, which analyse the
tomic and political situation of the present period, which
nerate the next tasks of the Cormmunist Parties in the situa-
of a maturing revolutionary advance, will play a tremendous

in the mobilisation of the revolutionary forces of the
king class and of the toiling masses in the capitalist coun-
s and colonies, in the consolidation of the Communist Parties
the Bolshevist line of the Comintern,

1¢e Anti-Comintern Opposition in
the American Party.

By H. M. Wicks.

The resistance fo the line of the Communist International
the part of Jay Lovestone and some of his factional sup-
ters in the Communist Party of the United States of America

now developed into an open campaign against the C. L
» Communist International, in its Open Letter to the Sixth
1gress of the American Parly made definite proposals to
rect the political line of the Party that was manifestly
iating to the Right and to overcome the long factional
icgle by removing from work in the Party for a period
1ume those considered the most culpable leading factionalists.
restone and Pepper and their principal supporters resisted
se proposals and deliberately organised the overwhelming
jority of the delegates against the decisions.

Not daring o come before the proletarian delegates at the
rty congress with open opposition to the political line oi
Open Letter, Lovestone & Co. charged that the organisaiional
posals (one of which demanded his removal from work in

American Party) were not justified by the political line
the Cpen Letter. A proposal was made by Levestone’s
‘porters to appeal to the Lxecutive Committee of the Comi-
nist International against the organisational measures. A
egation was selected and dispatched to Moscow with the
erstanding that when the appeal was finally decided they
re all to accept it and carry it out.

From the moment of the arrival of the delegation in Moscow
was plain that Lovestone, Gitlow and Wolfe were deliberately
:paring the delegation to resist the Comintern even after
. tinal decision on the appeal. The kevnote for the anti-
mintern line to be pursuted was sounded by Bertram D.
olfe, who had been sent to Moscow as the representative
the American Party. Wolfe charged before the American
mmission that the Comintern was deviating from the line
Lening in dealing with the problem of the American Party.
s was precisely the language used by people who are on
ir way out of the Comintern. This open attack on the
'mintern was supplemented by malignant *“corridor” gossip
the efiect that the Comintern was degenerating, that the Five
ar Industrialisation Plan of the Soviet Union was a fraud
d doomed to failure, that the Soviet government was aban-
ning the revolution and following a course of compromise
th capitalist elemenis. Though not yet definitely formulated.
rtainly the content of such maligning of the Comintern and
¢ Soviet Union was nothing other than the Trotzkyist plat-
rm of Thermidorianism. This had been expressed in typical
immany gutter language when Lovestone. during the last
ngress of the American Party refered to the Open Letter and
e organisational proposals as the result of a “running sore”
the Communist International.

\s leaders of the delegation in Moscow. Lovestone, Gitlow
«d Wolfe thought the majoritv of the membership of the
rerican Party would follow themt in a struzgle against the
omintern. In this they were disappointed.

The first blow to their conspiracy to wage an open fight
7ainst the Comintern was administered when thev sent a cable
» the United Slates urging their former factional associaies
» seize all the Partv institutions, sell the buildings and equip-
tent owned by the Party and to utilize the proceeds for orga-

nising a struggle against the Comintern. The comrades to
whom this infamous proposal was made exposed it and began
active mobiiisation for the line of the Comintern.

Now that Lovestone has returned to the United States
in plain violation of the decision of the Comintern, for which
he was promptly expelled from the American Party, the Party
is able clearly to perceive his whole Right wing line, which
has now crystallised into a political platform that, in its
international aspect attains complete identity with the Rights
and conciliators in Germany. They speak of the necessity
of mobilising the Party to resist “destructive Comintern methods
against Brandler. Hais, etc.” Again they say ‘“‘the Comintern
is killing such valuable elements as Evert, Humbert-Droz, etc.”
Lovestone & Co. at first formulated their resistance to the iine
of the Sixth Congress of the Communist International, by deve-
loping their theory of American exceptionalism. They said e
line of the Sixth Congress, the estimate of the third post-war
period of capitalist development, could be applied to cerain other
countries of the world, but that it did not yet apply to the Uni-
ted States. They saw only the rising power of American im-
perialism, i's outdistancing of Britain. They spoke of its for-
midable power. of its having “attained world hegemony”, but
they could not perceive that the very growth of American
imperialism sharpened all the fundamental antagonisms of
capitalism, internally and externally. They could not see that
the disproportion between production and the market afiected all
the imperialist countries of the world. They could only see in
the indusirialisation of the South of the United States an
evidence of the tremendous reserve power of American im-
perialism but they could not see the mighty class conflicts
being generated by that very industrialisation which was pro-
ceeding under the most modern methods of capitalist rationali-
sation. in short the Lovestone, Gitlow, Wolfe combination.
that together with Pepper was in reality the ideological an:l
political leader of the majority faction of the Party, could see
only the might of American imperialism before which they
stood apna'led and paralysed.

When thev finallv learned that the Sixth Congress did not
exerupt the United States from its estimate of the period of
post war capitalism, and when the Comintern sternly corrected
their rolitical line, they then came forth as oren onponents of the
line of ‘e Sixth Congress. They now repeat the identical words:
of the Brand'ers who traduce the heroic May Day struggle of
the Berlin workers as a “putsch”. and interpret the defeat of
the workers in Wedding and Neukdélln as evidence of the 1n-
creasing might of capitalism; as a refutation of the analysis of
the third period as one of growing precariousness of capitalist
stabilisation.

The leaders of the American orposition have travelled so
far on the road of apostacy that they cannot perceive that the
very fact of the occurrence of such a struggle as the May
Day events in Berlin is in itself evidence of the extreme pre-
cariousness of canitalist stabilisation. By taking such a position
as it dces, the Lovestone opposition completely aligns itself
with Humbert-Droz and Serra who saw in the defeat of the
British general strike, the Vienna rising. and the declining
revolutionary wave in China the strengthiening of the power ol
capitalisim. instead of recognising that such events themselves
are evidence of the shaky foundation on which the capitalist
system rests at this moment. :

It is with such a programme that Lovesione tries to fight
against the line of the Communist International in the American
Party. But he has miserably failed to alienate even an avopre-
ciable number from the Party Line. In spite of the bane-
ful efiect of the long factional struggle upon the theoretical
develomment of the DPartv, the membership, composed in the
overwheliming majority of proletarian elements, did not hesitate
lor one second when it came to a question of making a choice
between following the line of the Comintern or following the
line of Lovestone, Gitlow. Wolfe into the camp of the Right
wing bv the route of conciliation. The rotten diplomacy that
Lovestone used in plvaing Tammany Hall tricks while professing
lovalty to the Comintern and thereby fooling the membership
proved of no avail when once the membership was fully
aware ol the fact that Lovestone was openly opposed to the
line of the Comintern. The deieat of the Lovestone attempt
to s»nlit the Darty is absolutely assured. The membership of
the Party is overwhelmingly opposed to his anti-Cominfern
tine. and apyroves his expulsion from the Party for his defiance
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of the decision of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International. :

To this day, however, Lovestone and his supporters is con-
tinuing his policy of distorting Comintern decisions. Even while
opposing the political line of the Sixth World Congress analysis
ol the tasks of the third period of post-war capitalism, Lovestone
declares the Sixth Congres referred to him as a ‘“stalwart
leader” of mass struggles. Such a total misrepresentation of
the theses of the Sixth Congress is obvious. The actual state-
nient made in the theses was: “A number of stubborn and fierce
class battles (primarily the miners' strike) found in the Party
a stalwart leader.”

Small remnants of a concealed opposition in the Party
accept the decision to expel Lovestone, but say that the expulsion
of Lovesione from the Party, the removal of Gitlow and Wolfe
from the Political Bureau weakens the Party leadership. Such
erroneous views must be strenuously combated. If we are to
approach the question in a Leninist, a Bolshevik manner, we
must not only deal with the particular acis of Lovestone and
his supporters, but we must ask the questions! — “Why, at this
particular moment, does the right danger assume threatening
organisational forms? Why does Lovestone now expose himself
as a_right-wing leader?”

The answer to these questions is to be found in the con-
ditions of struggle imposed upon the working class in the third
period of post-war development; a period characterised by a
swing of the working class to the left, by determined resistance
o the onslaughts of the capitalist class, a period in which the
working class is taking the counter-offensive against capitalism.
Such a situation imposes special tasks upon the Communist
Parties as the motivating force, the coordinating force that
gives revolutionary direction to the mass offensive against
capitalism.

In such a period Communism has to contend with a number
of petty bourgeois tendencies which reflect the instability of
that class and the vascillation and hesitation of that strata of
society. It is precisely in periods of sharpening class conilicts,
on the eve of great historical events, in periods when all the
contradictions of capitalism become sharpened and imperialism
approaches another world war, that such political instability
manilests itself in the form of open opportunism. The position
of Lovestone and the whole international right wing in this
period is nothing more nor less than capitulation before the
capitalist enemy. This fact must be clearly understood by every
member of the American Party.

Certainly any revolutionist will recognise that it is far
better for vacillating elements to expose themselves in such a
time as the present than to have them remain in the Party until
such time as we face the cataclysmic outburst of another imperia-
list war and to have them then capitulate to the enemy. Such
defections strengthen the Party by cleansing its leadership and
its ranks of unreliable petty-bourgeois elements and clearing the
ground for the development of a Party and a leadership that
can lead the revolutionary struggle under the most trying
conditions. »

Militarisation is now embracing the whole of public liie.
Imperialism — that is an unrelenting fight of the great Powers
for the division and redivision of the world, — and therefore
it must inevitably lead in all countries, including the neutral
and small countries, to further militarisation. What, however,
will the proletarian women do against this. Will they only
curse every war and everything military and demand disarma-
ment alone? Never will the women of an oppressed class, which
is really revolutionary, be content with such a shameful role.
They will say to their sons:

“You will soon be big. You will be given weapons. Take
them and make yourself prolicient in the use of arms. This
knowledge is necessary for the proletarian, — not in order fo
shoot vour brothers. the workers of other countries. as is
being done in the present war, and as the traitors to Socialism
advise you fo do. — but in order to fight against the bour-
geoisie of your own country, in order to put an end {o exploita-
tion, to poverty and wars, not with pious wishes but by
viciory over and disarming of the bourgeoisie.” ’

N. Lenin “Against the Stream”.

OUR MARTYRS

Max Lapon (Albin). )

Murdered in the Polish Prison. !

On the evening of the 1st of May there died in the -z
of Wronke, Comrade Max Lapon (Albin), a 27-year old s
of the Technical High School, a member of the C. C. «
Polish Young Communist League, who had fought for 11 .
in the revolutionary ranks. Comrade Lapon was deliber-
murdered by the Polish court and prison authorities.

Comrade Lapon was arrested already for the ]
time in October 1928. He was arrested the first
in the year 1921, and the second. time in the
1925. On the latter occasion he was sentenced to four v
hard labour. He remained, also in prison, a staunch fi; 7
whom the prison authorities hated and on whom they e
their rage at every opportunity. The ill-treatment he rec |
undermined his health.

When in August 1925, on the day of the execution of (
rades Hiibner, Rutkovski and Kijevski, a demonstration ci
iolitical prisoners {ook place, prison warders dragged Cor':

apon into a dark cell, threw him down the steps and brutalls 4
him, Since that time Lapon could not be left alone, as di-
epileptic fits he was in danger of death from suffocation 1
fact was confirmed by the prison doctor; in spite of i 3
was kept in a dark underground cell. Comrade s o
of health became so serious that the prison doctor had to
his removal to the prison hospital.

Comrade Lapon’s family endeavoured to secure his récs
as they knew that if he was kept in prison any longer it %
mean his death. Their efforts, however, led to no result (-
contrary, he was again transferred to the Warsaw P»
Pxiilson, where he was once more confined in an undery:
cell.

Two weeks later the prison authorities suddenly, * - ;
night, informed him that he was to be immediately conve: - !
Wronke. He was not allowed to make any preparation: =
inform his family of his removal. His family was not ixx-:
of the name of the prison to which he had been trans&-
What happened to him after his removal remains a =
Nobody saw him except the prison warders. The faci ¢ °
three days aiter his removal to Wronke Comrade Lapor-
breathed his last.

The prison doctor in Wronke certified that he had dr
a result of heart failure. This is an obvious lie, as Cor ]
Lapon had never had any heart trouble.

Either Comrade Lapon was murdered or he died, left :
in his cell, during an epileptic fit.

The police and the judicial authorities, who feared : -
monstration at the funeral, allowed the family to brin:
corpse to Warsaw only under the condition that the fsr:'
took place in secret, When the coffin arrive in Warsaw
police stood in font of the railway waggon and forbade eve:
family to approach the coffin. The next night police dete: q
brought the coffin to the cemetery and buried Comrade L:i
in secret without even informing his parents.

When Lapon’s comrades heard of this they decide
honour his memory by a demonstration, More than a thous
young working men and women gathered at his grave. Srex
of farewell were delivered, the “Internationale” and other -
volutionary songs were sung. Towards the conclusion o
demonstration police appeared on the sceme and attacked
furious race the workers who had paid their last respec: l
their murdered comrade. The police beat the workers with = !
butts and truncheons and threatened to fire upon them.
cemetery became the scene of a fierce fight of the wor |
against’ the violence of the police. Several hundred ‘¢ !
workers were mishandled, several dozens of them arre:’ |
Until the late evening hours spies remained in the ceme* t
hunting aiter demonstraters and trampling on the graves

In the course of the last few months the following wer-
have been murdered: Comrade Plak. by the Political ~
Comrade Lapon, in prison; Comrade Konigsberg, who -

S
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nable to endure the ill-treatement, committed suicide in prison;
omrades Englinder, Soroka and others died of tuberculosis
nich they had contracted in prison. .

The Martyr death of Comrade Lapon again compel$ us to
emand the release of the 6000 of the best sons of the proletariat
‘om the dungeons of fascist Poland.

PROLETARIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

The Congress of the Young Anti-
Bolshevists.

The Vienna Congress of the Young Socialists’ International.
By R. Schiiller (Vienna).

In Vienna there was recently held a so-called international
‘ongress of the Young Socialists’ International. It was charac-
erised by an unbounded incitement against the Soviet Union
nd by the resistance which this incitement encountered at this
-ongress of the highest functionaries.

Ihe Congress as such was neither international nor a Youth
“ongress. Youthful elements were very poorly represented; the
rreat majority were officials in their late twenties; many de-
egates were adults; there were no delegations from countries
»utside of Europe.

An anti-Bolshevist resolution against the Soviet Union was
wbmitted to the Congress together with the report on the acti-
/ity of the Executive. The Congress raised a protest against
he iascist-reactionar{; dictaorships in Italy and Lithuania, and
hereupon followed the usual calumnies regarding the “‘persecu-
tion of the Russian and Georgian socialist youth which is
pining under the Soviet dictatorship”.

Otto Bauer delivered a report on the “World Situation and
the tasks of the youth”. The main thread of his speech was that
capitalism had completely stabilised itself and is now again
“enormously strong”; that therefore social democracy is com-
pelled to pursue a policy which “daily seeks to conclude a com-
promise with the deadly enemy” and that as a result many com-
trpi(lk? from the pre-war generation have lost their energy and

ief.

~ The Congress reached its culmimating point when the ques-
tion of “war and militarism” was dealt with. After a report de-
ivered by Lindstrom (Sweden), containing the usual pacifist
phrases and attacks upon the alleged militarism of the Soviet
Union, it came to lively disputes when Halsall, the representative
of the English 1. L. P. Guild of Youth, declared in his remark-
able speech that nmot too much hope must be placed on the
Labour Government with regard to disarmament. In reply to
several speakers who had mentioned an alleged “militarisation”
ol the Youth in Soviet Russia, he declared that the defensive
measures of the Soviet Union are justified, as the Soviet Union
1s surrounded by imperialist States which are omly waiting for
a favourable opportunity to attack it. And these States, he said,
are at least ideologically supported in their imperialist designs
by the constant efforts of the Labour and Socialist International
10 sow contempt and hatred against the Soviet Union.

After having thus stigmatised the anti-Soviet campaign of
the Second International, the English delegate declared that the
reatest war danger lies today in an attack upon the Soviet
‘mon. He proposed that a determined effort be made in order
'0 come 10 an agreement with the Communists and with the
Russian workers, who have proved their love of peace at Ge-
feva, regarding a common fight against war.

The speech of the English delegate called forth applause
from a number of the delegates but sharp resistance on the
Part of the platform. Chuidadse. a notorious Georgian emigrant.
asked Halsall in a provocative manner whether the latter would
Maintain his statement. Halsall repeated his assertion. There-
SPOH_ this Georgian Menshevist delivered his usual anti-Bol-
ﬂ?e\'nst Speech. He was followed by Crispien (Germany) who in

¢ name of the Second International made a furious and vitu-
Qrghve attack upon the Soviet Union and Bolshevism. The
e St government, he declared is not a workers’ government;
‘”? l?qlshewki have desecrated the Russian revolution; the red
iu:“) IS not a class army but a militarist army for imperialist
*t of conquests; in Russia there is ruling a despotic regime

under a red mask.

Crispien’s incensive speech was rewarded with enthusiastic
applause by the majority of the Congress, which consisted of
highest officials. But young workers who were among the de-
legations were indignant at it.

Dora Fabian of the Young Socialists of Germany complained
of the attacks upon the Soviet Union. She demanded an answer
to the question, what action will be undertaken when war
breaks out. The squabbles of the pre-war generation with the
Communists is of no concern to the young socialists. It is
necessary to fight together with the Communists against the war.

Berchanov, the Bulgarian representative, declared that it is
necessary to use also revolutionary means against war.

Every attempt was made to get the English delegation to
withdraw their courageous protest against the anti-Soviet cam-
paign of the Second International. Westphal (Germany) delivered
a speech in which he *regretted” that the necessary collabora-
tion has not yet been established with England. Crispien himself
made an earnest appeal to the English delegates to withdraw
their declaration. AH in vain. Thereupon the leaders of the
Con%ress referred this unpleasant question to the Commission.
In the Commission the Swiss delegation proved very refractory
and at the Plenum of the Congress voted against the resolution
on war and militarism.

The reports on protection of youth and socialist youth
education contained nothing new. They confirmed the policy of
extreme right reformism and of bourgeois cultural snobbishness
which characterise the social democratic youth organisations.
The development of the social-democratic youth international
to-wacxi'ds social fascism was clearly revealed on this point of the
agenda.

The Congress concluded by adopting a nanifesto pro-
claiming a fight against fascism and bolshevism alike. This
was a fitting conclusion to the Congress.

_The new Executive was instructed to attempt to establish
social-democratic youth organisations in India, Central and
South America.

The strenuous efiorts of the II. International and of the
Amsterdam Trade Union International to arrange the Inter-
national social democratic Youth Rally in Vienna prove that the
social democratic Parties are determined to revive the social
democratic Youth movement. But the more the social democratic
parties develop to social imperialism and social fascist parties.
the more there is revealed a process of disintegration as a result
of the Left development of the working youth. All parades and
shows cannot hide the fact that the so-called Young Socialists’
International is not an International at all and that the only
International of the working youth is the Young Communist
International.

THE CHILDREN'S MOVEMENT

A World Congress of Children.

Interest in the Rally of the Young Pioneers of Soviet Russia
is increasing from day to day, not only in the Soviet Union.
but in all capitalist countries. From all parts of the Soviet
Union a mass participation is expected; besides this numerous
delegations are expected from all countries of the world, =0
that the Rally of the Pioneers, which was only intended for the
Soviet Union, will now become a great international demon-
stration as a counter-weight to the international rallies of the
boy scouts and the social democrats, :

In view of this fact the International Children’s Bureau o}
the E. C. of the Y. C I decided, together with the Central
Bureau of the Young Pioneers ol the Soviet Union, to hold the
First World Congress of the Children during the Pioneers’ Rully
from 18th to 28th August. The children of ditierent nationalities
will. take part in this World Congress; in addition to the Luro-
pean Children’'s delegations children’s delegations will also be
present from America and Canada. from China and Mongolia.
Not all the children from the capitalist countries are pioneers,
there are in addition to children who do not belong to any or-
ganisation, such as come from boy scouts organisations, reli-
gious organisations and sports organisations.
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The composition of the World Congress will be as follows:
o0 children from the various capitalist countries, 130 children
from the various national Republics of the Soviet Union,
70 Russian children, and 40 refugee children from Italy, Bul-
varia, Roumania and other countries of the white terror —
these last as guests. In all about 300 children will take part
in the Congress.

The agenda consists of one item only: How will the wor-
kers’ and peasants’ children assist in the protection of the Soviet
Union? .

After the opening speeches of the representatives of the
Y. C. L. and of the C. L, of Comrade Krupskaya and other
leading comrades of the Soviet Union, the children and pioneers
of America, China, Great Britain, Germdny and of different
national Republics of the Soviet Union will speak in the dis-
cussion. The Congress will then work in three sections for
the solution of the following tasks:

1. How do the pioneers of the Soviet Union assist the
work of- socialist construction, and how can the children of
the capitalist countries assist in this work?

2. Fight against the militarisation of the children and their
nationalist incitement.

3. International connection of the children of the whole
world.

After the work of the sections there follow the reports at
the Plenum and the adoption of decisions.

The First World Congress of the Children will be con-
cluded by an International Evening in the Moscow Cultural
Park at which more than 100,000 children will take part,

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

British Women and the Anti-War
Campaign.
By Beth Turner (London).

~Anti-War work among women in Britain is more diificult
this vear than ever before. The advent of the Labour Government
has lulled thovsands of women into a false sense of security.

Their beliel in the pacifist pretensions of MacDonald is
patkcic. They leel that the peace ol the world is secure in his
hunds and that all they have to do is to sit down and give
the Covernment a chance to take steps towards disarmanient
and a quiet world.

Add to this the feeling of hostility towards the Communist
Farty since the introduction of its new line and it is easily
- understood that many Labour women’s organisations and Co-
operative Guilds that last year heartily supported the Commu-
nist Anti-War Campaign, are this year definitely opposed to it.

Since last year also, expulsions of Communists and Left
Wingers which came later in the Women’s Section of the La-
bour Party than in other parts of that body, have been com-
pleicd. Reactionaries in the Co-operative Guilds, most of them
members of the Labour Parties. have carried their vendetta
against the Communists into the Guilds and it is now impos-
sible in most Guilds even 1o get a circular from the Communist
Party read.

But the diificulties are by no means insurmountable, Both
Labour and Co-operative women of the rank-and-file earnesily
and smcerely desire peace and hate war, It is true. their op-
position is mainly pacifist, but work done in previous years
st pacilism  is bearing fruit.

~Tnorder to meet this crystallised opposition, it was realised
at wonten members of the British Party and Left Wingers
-nonlid have themselves a sound theoretical knowledge that would
~vrve asoa bazis for their activities during the campaign.

Weck-end schools were organised for Party women . and
sviinathisers on the questions of Rationalisation and War.
fivse proved exceedingly successiul in London, Mansiield, and
Fyieside. Ar all the schools women participated eagerly in the
dt «;ununs which in most instances, were on a very high
fevel,

United Front Conferences have been held in Birmmgh:

London and Notts.

Most of the Districts have engaged in strenuous campag:

of street and factory gate meetings. Special concenira

being made on chemical factories and potential war indesr:

Rose Smith in the textile area of Lancashire, where te:
cuts are to come into operation or thousands be locked
Mrs. Maddox in Birmingham and Kay Beauchamp in &-
Wales, have carried out an intensive campaign. fu the Rhoz..
over 30 street and street-corner meetings were held in one us
and a special feature of the year's activities which is notews—
in every district is the number of women who are speakiry:

meetings for the first time in their lives.

Women who were members of last year’s Women's ‘r
War Delegation to Russia are also playing a prominen [

South Wales women are making a demand for a one &
strike of school children on August 1st, in addition & -
J'arty agitation for strikes at factories on that day. Wo -
from the disaifiliated Women’s Labour Sections of the Rhar:.

are helping the agitation.

Scotland will hold a Scottish demonstration in Edisbur:
on August 4ith, when contingenis will be there from al
principal towns. The women have worked hard collecting »
ney. organising conferences and United Front Comm.:
making banners and slogans arranging to feed the unempi:

who comte to Edinburgh.

London District circularised all Co-operative Guilds .-
were successful in getting large numbers of people 10 p~
cipate in a protest against an Air Pageant at Hendon.

They have held sympathisers meetings and conferences
various parts of London and have also been very busy ar:
ging for the reception of contingents from the provinces v
will be in London for the National Women’s Anti-War Derx
stration in Trafalgar Square on Sunday. 28th July.

In addition to delegates from all parts of England, Irds

will this time send its representatives to the demonstrz:
Mrs. Despard and a daughter of James Connolly will be
and a special Anti-War Demonstration is being held in Du
on 4th August at which the delegates will report.

A meeting of 1000 textile workers in Prestom elec:
woman weaver as a delegate to the Demonstration in Lo
and immediately took up a collection to defray the expr

- of her journey.

¢pecial women’s papers have been issued im several -
tricts in the form of stencilled sheets and this year’s Ami-V.
Campaign among women promises good results.
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