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To the Proletarians of All Countries!
To the Oppressed and Exploited All Over the World!

Appeal of the Executive Committee of the communist International.

Moscow, 3rd Marcih 1929,

On the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the Comnu-
wist International, the Executive Commmittee of this organisation
-iblishes the fcllcwing appeal to the workers of all countrizs
1l to the oppressed and exploited all over the world:

Ten years ago ‘he Commurist Internaiional was born in
2 bre of the revolutionary struggle. As a consequence of the
mparialist war, Europe had been turned into a heap cf smo-
dng ruins. Millions of men had been killed and woundzd and
ne soldiers who had gone through the horrors ani destruc-
'on of war, returned home exhausted by hunger, cold and
4isease, and in many cases mutilated. The eyes of the workers
ind the explcited masses all over the world were directad to

the comntry of the profetarian dictatorship which had been born
in the storm of the October Revolution.

The workers of Russia were the first to show by example
how the workers should fight against imperialist war. The great
October Revolution made a breach in the front of world im-

erialism and turnei the imper:alist war dn'o a civil war in
]I?{ussia. overthrew the pow:r ol capitalism’and set up the dic-
tatorship of the proletarial in its stead Under the direct in-
fluence of the October Revolution thé revolutionary movement

~ poured in a broad wave over the whole world. In Eurcpe, Asia,

America and Africa cppressed classes and races revolted against
their onpressors, the men responsible for the imperialist v»orIJ
slaughter.
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The tragedy of the world proletariat at that time was that
outside the trontiers of Soviet Russia there were no organised
and experiencei Communist Parties. The young commumst or-
ganisations which did exist, had to contend with strong Social
Democratic Parties which were allied with the bourgeoisie. In
the moment of revolutionary crises, these Social Democratic
Parties hurried to the aid of dying capitalism and placed them-
selves at the disposal of the bourgeoisie in order to crush the
revolutionary workers by force of arms.

The Communist International was created in order {o or-

ganise and lead the workers and the oppressed masses in the.

struggle against capitalism, to smash the Social Democracy and
to lead the workers of the world to victory under the banner
of the World October. Based upon the lessons of Marx and
Lenin, the Ccmmunist International became the historical suc-
cessor of the First International founded by Marx, and as such
it inherited the best traditions of the Second International in the
pre-war period. The First lnternational gave an ideological
basis to the international proletarian struggle for- Socialism.
In its best period the Second International provided a basis
for the extension of the working class movement and the orga-
nisation of the masses. The Third International, which conti-
nued the work of the Fist International and took over the best
traditions of the Second International whilst rejecting the op-
portunism of the latter with all possible energy, comnenced its
task of establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Ten years have passed since the Communist International
was founded. Those ten years have been years of an unparal-
leled- and heroic struggle on the part of the proletariat against
capitalism. In those ten years the [urious hatred of the exploi-
ters and oppressors all over the world was directed against the
Communist International. In their struggle against the Commu-
nis' International the imperialists and their social demccratic
allies used, and siill use, the most brutal and unscrupulous mza-
sures. There is nothing that the bourgeoisie has not tried in
its struggle against the prole'arian revoluionary movement and
against the Communist International, Fascist terror, white ter-

ror, coalitions with the social democrats against the working.

class, hymns of praise in favour of the glory and power of
capitatism, hateful slanders against the Soviet Union and against
the Communist Parties, forgeries and provocations, all these
measures have been used and are still being used by the bour-
veoisie in its struggle against the revolutionary movement.

All the efforts of the bourgecisie, however, have proved
unsuccessful. The Communist International coniinues to grow
despite all difficulties and to win more and more the sympa-
thies of the exploited and oppressed toilers all over the world.

The past ten years have exposed and destroyed the illu-
sions concerning the stability of capitalism. In the years of the
first imperialist war, the imperialists and their social damo-
cratic allies told the whole wcrld that the war was a war to
end war and that i‘s conclusion would bring about a puri-
fication of capitalism, an era of permanent peace and the fra-
ternisation of the peoples. In reality, however, the war to end
war presented us with the old contradictions more intensified
than ever. The antagonisms between the imperialist countrics
are growing. The conditions for a new imperialist war are ac-
cumulating, particularly in conneclion with the struggle bet-
ween Great Britain and the United States for world hegemony.
Armaments are greater than ever, and behind the scenes the
diplomats are organising new political-military agreements. The
revolutionary movement in the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries is growing. Unemployment is extending and the class
struggle in the capiialist countries is intensifying. The Soviet
Unien is growing and strengthening and threatening the basis
of world imperialism. Neither the League of Nations nor. the
lying pacifist propaganda of the Social Democracy, sneither the
capitalist raticnalisation nor the attempts of the reélormisis to
establish industrial peace, will be able to abolish the growing
crisis of capitalism. Capitalism is approaching a new world
war which must end in a catastrophe for capitalism. The first
world war ended with the break-down of the imperialist front
and the establishment of the first proletarian dictatorship. A
second imperialist world war and an intervention against the
Soviet Union will give the system of world imperialism the
last and final blow.

In its struggle against the growing revolutionary crisis,
the bourgeoisie has found a loyal ally in the social democracy.
‘T'tre last ten years have confirmed beyond all doubt the fact
that the social democracy has finally broken with Marxism and
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developed into a bourgecis labour party which is appoiated t
maintain and consolidate the capitalist system. In the field o
foreign politics the social democracy rates with pacifist phra
ses, but in reality it is actively assisting in the preparation ¢
new .imperialist wars and the organisation of a cursade again:
the first workers state. At home the social democracy assist
capitaism in Carrying out its rationalisation and placing bond
upon the working class. Because of this we are able to obser:

.the progressive process in which the working masses leave tt

social democracy and, because of an ever increasing process :
radicalisation amongst the masses of fhe workers, and the
swing towards the Communist International. The Communi-
International is the only representative of Marxism and the on!
ower which is capable of leading the proletariat in its strug.i
or the overthrow of capitalism.

The Communist International was born in the strug:
against the reformist social demccracy. The Communist Pari:
in the capitalist countries grew and strengthened in the strug.
against the social demccracy. In the fire of this struggle th
Communist Parties have become the mass parties of the re::

_lutionary proletariat, united in one Communist World Party.

The Communist International did not only grow an
become strong in the struggle against the social democrac
but it grew and developed also in the struggle against vac.
lations and confusion in its own ranks, in the struggle agam
right-wing deviations, i. e. deviations towards open oppor..
nism, and against left-wing deviations, i. e. towards op;>
tunism under a cloak of revolutionary phrases. The history
the internal development of the Communist International dur:s
the last ten years, is the history of the liquidation of deviatio:
and of conciliation towards them in its own ranks. The l:
ten years have shown that the systematic struggle against thz:
deviations and, above all, against the right-wing deviation :
the chief danger of the present period, is the indispensable m
thod of Bolshevising the Communist Paeties. Without this B:
shevisation the parties would be unable to rid themselves -
the remnants of social democratic traditions, unable to educ:
their members in the spirit of Bolshevism and unable to pr
duce real Bolshevist party leaders capable of preparing ti
masses for the coming revolutionary struggles and leading the
in the fight for the establishment ot the aictaiorship ot ne pr
letariat.

The Communist International is celebrating its tenth ann
versary ai a moment when the antagonisms of capitalism :
over the world are intensifying and the conditions for a n:
revolutionary period accumulating. In the capitalist countr:
the working masses are going over from the defence to ¢
attack. In the colonial and semi-csicnial countries a new w~
of the revolutionary struggle is rising. In the Soviet Urion 1
werking class, supported by the village poor and in allizn
with the broad masses of the tciling peasants, is building
Socialism in a struggle against wcrld capitalism and ag i
the capitalist elements in the Soviet Union itself. The forces
the world revolution are growing. The Communist lnternat*
nal appeals to the workers of all countries and to the oppress
and exploited toilers all over the world to rally around
banner in a struggle for the world dictatorship of the prole
riat, for world Communism.

Working men and working women oi all capital
countries! Capitalist rationalisation robs you of vo
strengih, exploits your muscles and your merves. Ca,

talism is turning you more and more into component pu:
of its machinery. It is sucking your blood and throwing m
lions of you, sucked dry, onto the streets. Close your ran
under the banner of the revolutionary struggle for the unity
the working class and the oppressed peoples all over the wors
under the banner of the Communist International!

Oppressed peoples of the colonial and semi-colonial cou
tries, world imperialism is continuing its policy of brutal e
ploitation and oppression. It is turning your sweat and yo
blood into money. Remember! The hour of the proletarian d
tatorship will be the hour of your emancipation! Strength
your nafional revolutionary struggle! Up with the red flags
the Communist International!

Working men and working women of the Soviet Unic
Continue the work of socialist construction! Remember ti
every new workshop, every new factory, every new Soviet .
dertaking. every mew collective undertaking and every n:
step in the development of the co-operatives means the cons:
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ation of the Soviet Union which was built up upon the heroic
acrifices of you and your comrades. It means also the streng-
wning of whole international working class movement.
Working men and working women! Exploited and oppres-
¢«d peoples! Remember that the capitalist world is preparing
new imperialist war and a counter-revolutionary crusade
gainst the first proletarian dictatorship of the world, the father-
ind of the intermational working class. Do not believe the
iars tn the ranks of the social democracy who wish to lull
ou into a sense of false security with empty phrases concer-
ing the peaceful intentions of those capitalist states which are
e at this moment preparing a new war. Prepare yourselves
¢ turn the counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet Union
10 a war against imperialism, into a civil war against the
ourgcoisie in your own countries.
Workers of the world! Oppressed peoples! The Communist
nternational appeals to you to join in a joint struggle against
zpitalist exploitation, against the yoke of imperialism, against

the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, against the preparation of
new imperialist wars and interventions, against the paacifist lies
and against the social democratic unity with the bourgeoisie and
in favour of the class unity of the proletariat in its struggle
against imperialist slavery, against the oppression of the colo-
nial and semi-colonial peoples, against reformism and against
fascism, for the proletarian revolution!

Long live the proletarian dictatorship in the Soviet Union!

Long live the proletarian world revolution!

Long live the world dictatorship of the proletariat!

Long live world communism!

1929,

The Executive Committee of the
Communist International.

Mecscow, 2nd March,

Ten Years of the Communist lntemational.

By Fritz Heckert (Berlin).

In the early days of March, 1919, the Third, Communist,
mternational was officially founded. It can now look back qn
in_existence of ten years and review the development aud
whivity of a truly proletarian revolutionary organisation.

The Communist International was an outcome of the im-
perialist war which for more than four years had convulsed
‘e world. The idea of its creation had already arisen in
Aszust 1914, when the leaders of the “international and eman-
~pating Social Democratic parties” went over with flying
voours to the camp of the imperialists, in contradiction to
their most sacred oaths and to the resolutions of the Baslz
Socialist Congress of 1912. August 4th, 1914, was the death-day
nf the Social-Democratic International. On that day it became
dear to the most progressive and far-seeing ol revolutionaries
m he capitalist countries that nothing short of a new inter-
nitional proletarian union, born of the horrors of war, could
fe in a position to continue and complete the work of Socialist
tevolution begum by Marx and Engels. Without waiting for the
simultaneous action of similar-minded comrades in other
wuntries, sincere revolutionaries in all the belligerent States
»mmenced at the same time their task of reconstructing the
workers' movement which had been betrayed and sold by the
~cial Democrats.

in Germany revolutionary Socialist groups came into being
z3d took up the fight, chief among them the Spartakusbund
w.'h Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht at its head. Similar
zroups commenced action in the other countries. Foremost
imong them was the Russian Bolshevist Party under Lenin.
in 1915 the first firm international connections were formed. At
Iimmerwald, and subsequently at Kienthal, the first conferences
s.r2 held. Here the corner-stones were hewn which were later
i be inserted in the foundation of the new International. At
Ziamerwald and Kienthal, the Communist International itself
<114 not yet be created, needful as it would have been to the
~riggling proletarians to enable them successfully to take up
‘iz fight against the imperialist war and all who defended it.
The Zimmerwald and Kienthal conferences united but few of
1z revolutionary delegates. Not all that appeared at these
- «iferences were revolutionaries of the type needed by the
working class in order that it might take up and wage the
‘evolutionary fight with due energy. Quite a number of them
‘ound their way back into the camp of the class enemy. The
“Centrists” and the Kautskyites impeded a solution of the
Jdiiiiculties with which the proletariat was faced. These later
traitors to the proletarian revolution were at that time un-
frriunately recognised by none but the Bolshevists as a new
'mpediment to the revolution.

Although the directives of the Spartakusbund declared that
“the duty of carrying out the resolutions of the Inter-
national takes precedence of all other organisational du-
ties; national sections acting contrary to these resolutions
place themselves outside the International”,

and although Karl Liebknecht sent forth his warning that “the
chief foe is to be sought within the country”, the Spartakists
were at a loss as regards a series of the most important
problems, with which the world war and the breakdown of the
Second International had confronted the working class. They
differed in this regard from the opinions held by Lenin and the
Bolshevists — a deficiency which was subsequently apparent
in the German November revolution in particular.

When at the initiative of Lenin the Bolshevists applied to
the revolutionary proletarian parties and troops with a view
to the final foundation of the Communist International, inviting
delzgates o ccme {o Russia for the purpose of a foundatisnal
congress, the Central Committee of the German Communist
Party still had misgivings as to the creation of the Comintern.
The German delegate, Eberlein, was instructed to speak azainst
the foundation of the Communist International, on the plea
that it was yet too early to call any such organisation into
cing. Lenin was much concerned to see this attitude on the
part of the German comrades. To-day this opinion on the part
of the leading comrades of the Spartakusbund appears to us
altogether incomprehensible. It was fortunate for the revolu-
tionary movement throughout the world that Lenin did not
allow himself to be deterred from his intention by the objections
of the Germans.

How much more correctly Lenin e¢stimated the opinions
of the proletarians in this question than did certain other
revolutionaries, may be seen from the fact that the German
Communists enthusiastically acclaimed the foundation of the
Comintern. And this applies not only to the members of the
Communist Party but also to the masses of workers united
within the Independent Socialist Party, who forced their leaders
to accept a number of Communist principles, albeit. as was
subsequently seen, only by word of mouth. In 1920 enthusiasm
ran so high in these masses, that even such artful deceivers
as Crispien and Dittmann prepared to enter the Communist
International, which had meantime become “fashionable” in
connection with the trend to the Left among the masses,
inspired by the growing revolutionary wave.

The example of Dittmann and his fellow Germans was fol-
lowed by the adherents of Longuet in France, by Treves and his
frieds in Italy, and in short by all the heroes of the *“‘Centrist”
direction, who subsequently united in the *“2'/, Iunterna-
t:onal”, These ‘“also” revolutionaries were very quickly and tho-
roughly “sized up” by Lenin, who met their opportupist revo-
lutionarism with the 21 points reffresenting the essential con-
ditions for entering the Communist International, wher:by all
members were required not only to talk of the revolution but
every day to undertake some unmistakable action for the orga-
nisation of the revolutionary struggle. These points categorically
demand the expulsion from the Communist Party of all unre-
liable and vacillating elements recruited from among the formeor
Social Demccratic leaders.
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The first Congress of the Communist International was in
the main an occasion for the proclamation of Communist aims
and for propaganda in the interest of Communist ideas. In a
manifesto to th: workers of all the world, it called to mind
that after the breakdown of the Second International, after
the betrayal of Socialism by the Social-Imperialists, and after
the victorious insurrection of the Russian proletariat, the Third
International had been founded to carry on the work begun
72 years before by the Communist Manifesto of Karl Marx.
Furthermore, that the victorious proletarian revolution in Russia
had found, in the Soviet system, the resumption and further
development of the achievements of the Paris Commune of
1871. The dictatorship of the proletariat was declared to be the
one and only weapon of the proletarian fight for emancipation
anG for the realisation of Socialism.

Between the first and the second Congress of the Commu-
nist Imternational, a great number of countries developed re-
volutionary parties urging in the direction of the Comintern.
The growth of the revolutionary wave led the working masses
into the camp of the Communist International. Therefore the
second Congress was already faced with greater tasks. In its
organisational statutes, it confirmed the organisational foun-
dations of the Comintern as an organisation of active class-
fighters in a uniform world-Party. The affiliated national Par-
ties were declared to be sections -of the comprehensive uniform
organisation, its members were subjected to a strict -inter-
nasional discipline, and war was declared on national limi-
tations as being the greatest hindrance in the path of the pro-
letarian world-revolution. The Congress cast light on the na-
tional question and on the colonial question so closely allied
with it. 1t laid down the directives in regard io the fundamental
tasks of the Communist International. This covers the expla-
nation of the quesiions as to the role of the State as an instru-
ment of oppression and authority, as to the nature of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and of the Soviet authority and as
to the tasks of preparing and realising proletarian dictatorship.
The directives in regard to the role of the Communist Party
set forth the differences between the Party aad the class, poin-
ting out that the proletanian class requires to be led by a
strictly organised, uniform Party if it is to be victorious in its
struggle against its oppressors. The Party is the most pro-
gressive, most revolutionary, and most far-seeing part of the
class, its vanguard. It has the task of organising the proletarian
revolution and of teaching the proletariat the art of victorious
insurreciion and the organisation of the Soviet power.

To these elementary principles of the Communist Inter-
national, the Third Congress, on the basis of the early experience
of the Communist Parties in their struggles, added a sezries of
tactical rules for the execution of Communist tasks and for the
successful achievement of Communist aims. Again it was Lenin
who here placed his entire valuable experience and his entire
revolutionary wisdom at the disposal of the proletariat, with
particular reference to united-front tactics and to the work to
be done among the proletarian masses and in the proletarian
mass-organisations. :

The following congresses occupied themselves with the par-
ticular tasks of the Comintern and its sections arising from the
international situation. The errors and shortcomings of all sec-
tions were subjected to the criticisrn of the entire organisation,
with a view to developing suitable rules for the improvement
and dintensification of the work ol all the sections. It is just
this self-criticism which is becoming one of the chief factors
ol education in the Communist movement. At the last Con-
gress, the Sixth, the programme of the Communist International
was laid down, estaglishing for a long time ahead the direc-
tives for the political activity of all the individual parts of the
Communist International. In the political theses of the Sixth
Congress it is pointed out that once more, as in 1914, the
world is under the shadow of an acute danger of war, that
the capitatist differences are likely to entail renewed and more
violent explosions, and that reformism ‘has finally ceased to
be an imdependent factor in the workers’ movement. Day by
day it merges more and more with the capitalist State and
economic system and is becoming the bast weapon in the capi-
talist offensive against the proletariat and the best instrumeant
in the preparations for war.

From this situation the Communist International draws the
conclusion that it is necessary to increase the revolutionary
work among the masses and energetically to organise the fight
against imperialism and reformism. This fight, however, can-

not be successfully waged by the sections of the Cominter
unless they gain complete clarily in their own ranks in regar
to all fundamental tasks and tactical measures. If it is not t
share the experience of the Social Democrats in 1914, the C:
mintern must, with the advancing menace of war, wage 2
ever greater fight against all opportunist influences. The fi!
for the liquidation of Trotzkyism and for the elimination
dangers from the Right is therefore a vital necessity for t!
Comintern.

In the ten years of its existence, the Comintern has grow
into a worldwide organisation of the proletariat and of 1
oppressed nationalities. 66 Parties, in all the important couw
tries of the five Continents, are united in it. Under its guidanc
revolutionary parties have been formed in all the capital
States of the world and now organise the fight of the mas:
against their oppressors. The Comintern fouuded the revo!
tionary proletarian organisations in the couniries of A=
Africa, and South America. In China, India, and Farther Ind:
its Parties have fought the first great mass-battles against i
class enemies, In these fights the sections of the Comintern hz
had their baptism of fire. Thus they learn to act in a revo!
{ionary and international spinit. In these fights the Cominte
itself has become the organisation of all that are oppresse
uniting all races of the world in a single revolutionary fami

The proletariat no longer faces the imperialist Powers
the world in a confused and headless condition, as it did
1914, It is headed by the Comintern, the world-Party, the I
der of the proletarian revolution. And foremost among the s:
tions of the Comintern is the Communist Party of the Sov:
Union the ruling Party in the land of promise and of 1
first triumphs of the victorious insurrection of the proletar
under the (?onmu'nist flag. There is no longer any Power on ear
that could exorcise the spectre of Communism. Invincibly !
masses march onwards in their fight for liberty, their fight |
Socialism, Proudly wave the victorious colours of the ir
cohort of the proletarian revolution, of the Communist Interr
tional.

POLITICS

Parliamentary Crisis and Desire fo
Dictatorship in Germany.
By Wihelm K 6 enen (Berlin).

The coalition crisis, which has for months dominated G
man parliamentary life, has become a crisis of the Par
mentary system. Public life in Germany is becoming m
and more dominated by the discussion on the possibilities o
dictatorial regime,

The former Reichs-Chancellor Wirth some weeks
spoke openly, for the first time, in bourgeois circles to
effect that fascism is threatening Germany. The present so
democratic Chancellor Hermann Miiller found occasion
write an article in the most widely read paper of the Be
petty bourgeoisie, the ‘“Morgenpost”, in which he declared
neither Spanish nor Serbian nor Lithuanian methods of gove
ment are possible in Germany. He appealed to the work
employees, officials and small business people, whom he en:
voured to convince that fascism will bring them nothing,
that democracy will bring them everything. Shortly afterwa
on the 28th of February, parties in the (g,lerman eichstag.
for example the Christian-Nationalist Peasant Party, spoke g
openly in favour of fascism.

A group of young Parliamentarians from various bourg.
parties wish to hold themselves in readiness for the new .
tatorial form of government by founding a new party. Str
mann, too issued his appeal to the youth soon after the dem
that the rigths of the President be extended. Stresemann’s Ja
the German People’s Party, has submitted for debate a
plete Bill for altering the provisions of the Constitution in
sense of extending the power of the government as against |
liament and strengthening the power of the FPresident.
organ of the Cenire, “Germania” declared in an article
fascism in Italy has succeeded by means of the concord-
according to the church its historical right; it will be 4
for Parliamentary demorcracy in Germany, whether it is <
ciently elastic in order to give the Church its right.
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The “Stahibelm” is also openly demanding a change of
onstitution in the direction of a dictatorship, In a message
‘om its leader for Berlin-Brandenburg, a ruthless fight is openly
eclared against the Parliamentary democratic system. Hinden-
urg, President of the Republic, and at the same time honorary
ember of the Stahlhelm, induced the Stahlhelm leaders to
eclare, at least publicly that they wish to achieve their aim by
‘gal means, In this sense, however he associates himself fully
‘ith the demands for a dictatorship made by the $tahlhelm by
emonstratively acknowledging his honorary membership of
s organisation.

The democratic papers are day after day requesting the
ocial democratic Reichs-Chancellor to decide to make use of
is power as head of the government But the leading men of
ke heavy industry do not allow their social democratic Chan-
tior to do anything more than conduct negotiations behind
he scenes and at the most to write articles in newspapers. They
uve found the exact point on which they can place the social
lemocratic Ministers under the severest pressure and com-
romise them most in the eyes of the public. The big industrial
ierman People’s Party, of all parties, which has a leading
2sition in the government, is making the loudest outcry over
ke increased taxes which the government proposes with social
lemocratic help. The big industrial People’'s Party is taking
dvantage of the fact that increased taxes are always unpopular
ini that one can always gain favour in the eyes of the public
w fighting against increased taxation. It should be remarked,
wwever, that the social democratic Finance Minister Dr. Hil-
erding has done everything possible to meet the bourgeoisie on
kis point, as has been expressly confirmed by the Fresident
i the Democratic Party, Herr Koch.

And in spite of this complaisance the big capitalist Ieople’s
‘arty have succeeded in so strengthening the opposition on
%5 point that they caused the formation of a firm great coa-
ttion to be wrecked on their demand that no increased taxa-
on whatever be permitted. These big capitalists know quite weli
kat the S. P. G. Ministers have no longer any possibility of
manoeuvring; that just as in the armoured cruiser question.
=mergency relief for the unemployed, so also in the taxation
juestion, they have completely capitulated to the big bourgeoisie.
Ire big capitalists know, just as well as do the demagogues
vi the Centre, that they will shortdy carry out their papal con-
tordat along with the S. P. G. Ministers.

The chief thing for these ruling parties in the present
luation, when the reparations question still remains to be
eared up and when the economic crisis is approaching, is to
rerain a free hand; a free hand in the sense that they can at
iny time accomplish the transition to a dictatorial form of
fovernment.

The ome-time Stinnes organ. The Deutsche Allgemeine Zei-
mng, which ever since the Reichstag election has consistently
mi persistently urged the formation of a firm great coalition,
ik acw, afier the failure of the coalition bargaining showing
e course which must now be pursued, Under the heading,
‘The hour of the Reichs-President”, the D. A. Z. of 3rd of
Mirch, in a leading article, demands that the Reichs-President
*:2lis together a Cabinet of personalities under a tried and
vong leader”. This leader must not be extreme and must
«ect personalities who offer a guarantee for ‘*‘energetic and
practical work”. In the hands of such a “Ministry of Renewal™
Wrndenburg must place the order to dissolve the Reichstag.
1der the pressure of which the Ministry shall obtain from the
Reichstag an Emergency Powers’ Act in order to solve the
2t urgent political and economic tasks.

That the S. P. G. Coalition does not represent any obstacle
‘v such a dictatorship has now to be admitted by even the
«c11] democratic Opposition writers. They write in their jour-
nal: The Klassenkampf of March Ist:

“In face of the assertion that the social democrats in
the govermment are a sure defence against fascism, it must
be stated, as a result of an investigation of the political
development in the last few years, that fascist tendencies
lind a better soil precisely when socialists are in the govern-
ment.”

The Left socialist leaders are now attempting to reassure
the workers that in Germany there *“fortunately does not exist”
the stromg mam A la Mussolini. These sorry representatives of
vver fresh illusions in the sense of a consolidation of the S. P. G.
il not and dare not see that the dictatorial methods in Ger-
many need mot by any means schematically imitate Mussolini.
T1e fascist tendency, which the S.P.G. leaders and the S.P.G.

trade union bureaucracy is revealing more sharply every day,
is a guarantee that the S.P.G. leaders themselves will not be
missing in the new dictatorial government. Already in 1923 it
was Ebert who, along with Seeckt, carried through the first
geriod of dictatorship. At that time the S. P. G. Ministers left the
‘g coalition, but voted for the Emergency Powers Act, intro-
duced by the Marx-Stresemann-Luther government, and the
suspension of the Reichstag. This time they will hasten to have
their Severing and Consorts in the dictatorial Cabinet. Whether
they will be needed depends upon the results of the reparations
negotiations in Paris.
Social fascism is becoming more and more the open form
ol expression of the S.P.G. It is necessary for the revolutio-
nary working masses to wage a ruthless fight against this
tendency in the working class.

The Franco-Belgian Secret Treaty.

By A. de Vries (Amsterdam).

The following article was written before the
arrest of Albert Franck and his alleged confession
to being the author of the two documents published
by the “Utrecht Dagblad”. The important point in
connection with the whole afiair, however, is not
the authenticity of the two “documents”, but the
fact of the existence of a secret military agreement
between France and Belgium, The sensation created
by the publication of the alleged text of the agree-
ment and its interpretation, and the mutual accusa-
tions and recriminations which have ensued throw
an interesting light on the strained relations existing
between the capitalist Powers, peace pacts and
protocols notwithstanding. Ed.

On February 23rd, 1929, the “Utrechtsch Dagblad”, a bour-
geois-Fascist Dutch paper, published two documents, one of
them alleged to be the wording of the secret military treaty con-
cluded between France and Belgium in 1920, and the second the
interpretation of tkis ftreaty, said to have been worked out in
1027 by the general-stafls of the respective countries.

The paper professes to have received both these documents
from an absoiutely reliable source and seeks in advance to
invalidate a denial on the part of Belgium.

This publication aroused an enormous sensation, not only
in the Dutch and Belgian but also in the French and German
press. Nor is this surprising in view of the contents of the said
treaty and of its interpretation.

That a Franco-Belgian secret agreement had been concluded
in 1920 was already known, though the contents thereof had
never been published. According to the text now reproduced,
France and Belgium engaged to help each other in any war
against Germany or against a [Power supported in any way by
Germany. Belgium engaged to mobilise at least 600,000 men,
while France promised to put a least 1,200,000 men into the
field. This agreement was concluded for a period of 25 years.
The general-stafis of the two countries were to meet every year
for the purpose of discussing the details of the agreement.

The last article of the treaty, which enjoins strictest secrecy
as to its contents. is yet another proof that we are still living in
the times of secret diplomacy.

Even more sensational than the treaty itself is its “inter-
prelation”, which merely represents an extemsion of the agree-
ment and which was concluded in 1627 by the military authorities
of the two countries, at a time when the “Socialist” Vandervelde
was Minister of Foreign Affairs in Belgium.

While the treaty of 1020 was essentially direcled against
Germany, its “interpretation” of 1927 pointed towards iHolland.

The possible enemies of Belgium are apparently Germany
and Holland, those of France Germany, Italy, and perhaps Spain.

“France and Belgium have but one common iront and will
come to each other’s aid against any enemy whatsoever.” In a
fight against Holland. France will aid Belgium by means of an
expeditionary corps, the extent of which was established in 1022
at two army-corps, while in the case of a war against ltaly,
Belgium will supply two divisions of infantry.

It is furthermore established that the negotiations in
progress between Belgium and Holland since 1919, have led and
will still lead to Dutch measures in regard to the waterways,
which steps may easily assume an unfriendly and even an agres-
sive character.
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It will be seen that the “casus belli” is cut and dry in
any case.

The third article of this “interpretation” designates a whole
number of strategic railways to be laid by the Belgian Govern-
ment, so as to facilitate a military assault on Dutch territory,
. Article No. 4 sets forth the strength of the Franco-Belgian
orces.

Article No. 5 treats of a possible Franco-Anglo-Belgian
attack on the Rubr district. In this connection a whole plan of
action is drawn up, expressly envisaging the traversing of
Limburg and thereby an infringement of Dutch neutrality.

Are these documents authentic?

The Belgian Government roundlﬁ denies it, and it could
hardly be expected to do otherwise. But no importance can be
attached to this denial. It is established that in the year 1920 a
military treaty certainly was concluded, the wording of which is
even now being kept secret; it is likewise established, and
openly admitted by the Belgian Government, that the general-
staffs negotiate as to the execution of the said convention, the
results and details of the said negotiations also being kept secret.

Seeing that this is the case, even the mos!t categorical denial
cannot meet with much credence.

The contents of the revelation, too, coincide most remar-
kably with the entire constellation of Franco-British policy
during the last few years,

The negotiations of the year 1927 most characteristicaily
confirm the firm and strong basis on which the Franco-British
alliance has beep reconstructed, as also appears from the
agreement in regard to naval armaments. Great Britain has
placed itself completely on the basis of military co-operation with
i’rance and Belgium against Germany, and that just at a time
when the celebrated “spirit of Locarno” is so often underlined
by British politicians.

The dependence of Belgium on France is confirmed anew.
The troops of these two countries form but a single army.

The documents just published most particularly illuminate
the acuteness of the Belgian-Dutch imperialist differences which
have been growing for the las! few years with incredible rapidity
and which may be explained economically by the increasing
competition between the two ports of Rotterdam and Antwerp.
Each of these ports attempts to control the trade and traffic of
the hinlerland, the Rhine, Scheldt. and Meuse areas. The matter
is complicated by the fact that Antwerp’s access to the sea,
down the Scheldt, passes through Dutch territory. This outlet
can be closed off in case of war. Belgium, moreover, is not
allowed to keep warships in these waters under the agreement
of 1839. The Belgian capitalists maintain that the Dutch Govern-
ment purposely allows the river to be silted up.

The Belgian Government desires to have a direct and up-to-
date canal connection with the Rhine. A proposed agreement in
this direction was turned down by the Dutch Parliament in
1927; since then no arrangement could be reached and the
differences grew more and more pronounced. Added to this there
are the desires of annexation cherished by the Belgian bour-
Eeoisie in regard to parts of the Dutch provinces of Zealand and

imburg, desires which are voiced every now and again.

The effect in Holland of the publication of this document is
naturally great. An arrangement with Belgium in regard to the
canal question has for the time being become impossible, and
the influence of the Fascist-reactionary elements in Holland is
bound to grow. They will demand a stronger army and turn
to the new imperialism of Germany in the hope of securing an
ally in opposition to the Anglo-Franco-Belgian coalition.

Dutch capitalism, which has at all times vacillated between
the political groups of interests, will now perhaps attempt to
come to an understanding with the United States.

It is obvious that the policy of secret agreements aims at
threatening Germany with armed intervention supposing it does
not soon decide in favour of a definite Western orientation. Thus
these agreements are also indirectly levelled at the Soviet Union.

In the present state of affairs, increased importance attaches
to the Flemish pational problem.

The circles responsible for the publication are in very close
touch with Flemish bourgeois nationalists such as Dr. Borms,
whose ideal lies in a “Greater Netherlands”. They attempt to
exploit the Flemish national movement in the interest of their
imperialist agitation against Belgium.

As everywhere, the role played by the Social Democrats is
a most unhappy one. The Belgian Social Democrats are directly
implicated. In 1027 the celebrated Vandervelde was Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Like his bourgeois predecessors, he observed

silence on the subject of the secret treaty with France and
connived at the sinister arrangement of the general-stafs.

“Het Volk”, the Amsterdam Social Democratic paper, publ:
shes a report from Brussels to the effect that, if such discussion;
actually took _lplace. the Socialist Ministers knew nothing at 2|
about them. The Belgian Social Democrats thus appear to
co-responsible for these imperialist intrigues.

The Dutch Social Democrats are doing their utmost to cas
doubt on the authenticity of the documents and thus fo shicid
their Belgian comrades. “Het Volk” still continues to demand
disarmament, but there can be no doubt that in.view of a wae
of nationalist agitation the Social Democrats will back up tha-
bourgecis ‘4atherland”’. :

it is obvious that the working masses of Hollani ::
Beligum, who are directly menaced by the danger of war, canro!
be called upon to defend their respective bourgeoisies in f::
imperialist struggle but will rather co-operate to oppose them

The revolutionary action of the Dutch and Belgian worker:
against the danger of war, their opposition to all imperialist ar:
nationalist policy, the transformation of the war, supposing on
fo break out, into a civil war — such must be the directive
of the proletariat in this fight, which can only be successfl
conducted by the Communist Parties of the respective countrie:

In this situation there is need for a common acion on It
part of the Communist Parties, in particular those of Belgiu:
and Holland.

In the imperialist age all antagonisms are liable to grow.Cx
flicts which were long supposed dead, revive in an accentuai
form. Now that there has been peace in this corner of Europe fu
wellnigh a century, the old quarrel in regard to the use of
Scheldt has started afresh. It is there that the interests of i
Butch and Belgian bourgeoisie collide and appear to be ir
concilable,

The Communist Parties of Western Europe should omi
nothing to make the working masses understand the who!
danger of this new imperialist focus of war and to educate the’
for a revolutionary fight against war and the war menaca.

The Ratification of the Litvinov
Protoeol.
By Heinrich Bitner.

(Member of the Communist Fraction in the Sejm.)

On February 9th, 1929, the so-called Litvinov Protocol v:
signed in Moscow by the representatives of the Soviet Unic
Poland, Rumania, Latvia and Esthonia. The protocol lays
down that the Kellogg Pact is to come into force immediat
among the signatory States. Within the next few days the pr
tocol will be presented to the Polish Sejm for ratification.

The Polish Communists will oppose the ratificatiion of !
protocol, just as they did the ratitication of the Kellogg P:
itself. Our enemies will doubtlessly try to point out a cont
diction between this attitude ol ours and the fact that !
Soviet Government proposed the protocol and that Litvin
signed it. We shall not, however, allow ourselves to be misl
by such an attempt, because our course is the only proy
and consistently revolutionary one.

There is no contradiction between Litvinov's signing t
protocol and our voting against the protocol.

The initiative of the Soviet Government and the signau
of Litvinov, as also Litvinov’s proposal for general disarn
ment show that the workers and peasants of the Soviet Un:
desire peace and are working for peace, and that their 2
is to liberate humanity from the hell of imperialism a
imperialistic war. This initiative and this signature exp¢
the despicability of the Social-Democratic campaign of L
which represents the Soviet Union as a danger to peace.

Our opposition to the protocol shows the working mas
that they should not have faith in the signatures of the i
perialists and their satellites, which adorn the foot of
protocol, and should not permit themselves 1o be lulled by
itlusion that the Litvinov protocol or the Kellogg Pact ¢
stitute a guarantee of peace.

Imperialist Poland, which has rejected all of the «
armament proposals made by the Soviet Union, is prepar
feverishly for war against the Soviet Union and is consolidat
and extending the system of military alliances. Even the siy
ture at the oot of the protocol was used by the Moles fo
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demonstration of the anti-Soviet bleck, in that it was their chief
concern that Lalvia, Esthonia and Roumania should also make
their appearance at the conference table. To Poland the pro-
wocol is nothing but a scrap of paper. Poland signed it, because
efusal to do so would have meant turther exposure. The only
parpose it serves Pilsudski is to cloak his preparations for
war and to hoodwink the masses.

it is the duty of the Communists to expose this hypocrisy
10 the masses and to make every worker conscious that the
signature of the Polish envoy, Patek, below the protocol will
not prevent war any more than Patek’s peace negotiations with
soviet Russia in the spring of 1920 prevented Pilsudski’s march
to Kiev, which they only prepared and cioaked. Among all
the signatures beneath the Kellogg Pact and the Litvinov Pro-
tocol there is only one signature which is honest and trust-
worthy — that is the signature of the representative of the
soviet Union This signature is the expression of the sincere
w1l for peace of the workers and peasants of the Soviet Union,
who are building up Socialism and, therefore, want peace ani
need peaca. All the other signatures — Kellogg’s, Briand’s,
Fatek’s, Davila’s and the rest — are a lie. Outlawing of war
>v a Poincaré or a Pilsudski is a false note.

By our voting we Communist members of parliament must
znd will make this known to the masses.

li we sanctioned the ratification of the protocol signed by
Patek in the name of the Polish Government, we should be
declaring this signature to be acceptable and trustworthy and
siould thereby be supporting the illusion among the masses
ihz. the pact and the protocol will protect them from war.

The policy of the Communist Government of the Soviet
Unicn and that of the Communists in the capitalistic countries
hive one and the same purpose: to mobilise the broadest masses
azainst imperialism and against war, to expose the war-prepa-
caions cof the imperialists, to smash the agitation against the
~cviet Union as an alleged disturber of the peace, to defend
we Soviet Union, the bulwark of the proletariat, and to defend
e work of socialist construction going on in the Soviet Union
iJzinst the onslaughts of imperialism.

While opposing the protocol and calling attention to the
rejeciion by the imperialists of Litvinov’s disarmament pro-
rosals and the preparations for war, which are now taking on
stupendous dimensions and are not being matle a tittle less
dzngerous by pacifist declartions, we tell the masses: War can
-2 prevented neither by the Kellogg Pact nor yet by the
"Protocol” — you alone can prevent it by a revolutionary
U

We are convinced that the working masses in Poland
«ill understand and approve of our attitude. and we have no
doubt that our comrades in all other capitalist countries will
zke up the same attitude.

_ Poland’s signature is base coin — The Communists in the
S¢im are voting against it!

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The National Hunger Mareh on
London.

By W. M. Holmes.

London 26. February.

When the 800 “Hunger Marchers” marched into Trafalgar
>.juare last Sunday, to be greeted by a tremendously enthusiastic
iemonstration of 25.000 workers, two facts emerged with stri-
~ig force.

One was that the Communist Party — which, through the
National Unemployed Workers’ Committee Movement (N. U.
W. C. M.), had single-handed led the March against the solid
iront of reformist sabotage — had scored a remarkable triumph:
: the demonstration in the Square was easily the largest that
h{a;s been seen since the great unemployed demonstritions in
1921—-22,

The other was that the depression that has overhung the
working-class in Britain during 1927 and 1928 is slowly but
-arely lifting; a new wave of militancy is on the way. These
+0 facts are, indeed, not two separate facts at all, but two
«-pects of one basic fact.

v

But the triumphant London demonstration was only the
culminating point of the March. All along their line of route
the half-dozen main contingents met with enthusiastic welcomes
from the rank-and-file workers — welcomes that were the
more tangible by reason of their contrast with frequent hostility
of the local reformists, who followed the lead of the Trades
Union Congress General Council not to “recognise” the March
nor to assist the Marchers in any way.

Just how complete was the barrier that the reformists
sought to erect between the Marchers and the working class
may be seen from the experience of the Scottish contingent.
In the course of their four hundred miles march from Glas-
gow to London, occupying five weeks, this contingent only
once had an official reception from a local Trades Council
and Labour Party; and that was at Watford, a few miles
outside London.

The barrier was virtually complete; and yet experience
showed that it was only a paper barrier. In some cases the
workers forced the local reformist leaders to undertake the
reception of the Marchers, as in Doncaster, where a special
delegate meeting of the Trades Council reversed the Executive's
decision not to assist the North-East coast contingent.’

o I other towns sympathetic workers either gathered round
the local N. U. W. C. M. branch and the Minority Movament
group to form a reception committee (as at Bristol), or else
conferences of trade union branches and other working-class
organisations in the town were called, at which a reception
committee was elected (Birmingham and Stoke-on-Trent).

Practically without exception the Co-Operative Societies
along the line of march were most generous in their gifts
of food. etc., to the Marchers. And the generosity of bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois people also stood out in strong contrast
to the sabotage of the reformists. It was a frequent thing
for managers of cinemas to give the marchers a free show.
or to allow collections to be taken; for Mayors of towns
to give food and tobacco to the Marchers and to make arran-
gements for them to sleep in the Town Hall, and to have
the use of the municipal Baths.

At every large town, and in many small towns too, the
marchers were greeted by large and spirited demonstrations.
At Manstfield “two thousand attended a send-off demonstration™
to the Yorkshire, Notts and Derby contingents; at Lancaster
the Scottish Marchers “held the largest open-air meeting ever
seen in this town“. Reports like these came in day after day
from the Marchers.

Through the Durham coalfield the miners and their wives
came trooping to the roadside to call “Good Luck!* to the
North-East coast Marchers, and through the Lancashire cotton
area the mill girls lined the streets to welcome the Scottish
contingent and put their pennies in the collecting boxes.

The amounts of money collected themselves testified to the
solidarity of the workers with the Marchers. The Scottish
contingent alone were able to send up to the March head-
quarters the sum of £40; and at Mansfield, where the York-
shire Marchers gained entry to, and put their case before a
Labour Party meeting, they collected £4 on the spot.

Owing fo reformist sabotage the Marchers irequently had
to spend the night in the Poor Law workhouses; and the
workhouse authorities often attempted to treat the Marchers
as “casuals“ (i. e. vagrants). This move was scotched by the
determination of the Marchers, who in one case left the work-
house and paraded the town (Saffiron Walden) carrying aloft
the slabs of bread and margarine which was all the work-
house authorities would give them to eat, thus carrying out
a very effective demonstration.

The reformist sabotage, and the encouragement thereby
given to the workhouse authorities to treat the Marchers
harshly, had a sinister sequel in one instance. At Birmingham
the Lancashire Marchers were preparing to leave the work-
house because the authorities would not give them proper
treatment, when the aid of the police was summoned, and
a regular afiray took place. Several of the leaders of the con-
tingent were severely beaten-up by the police.

A final word must be said about the truly heroic endurance
shown by the Marchers in covering hundreds of miles by road
through "the most terrible winter that has been known in
England for over thirty years. With up to twenty and more
degrees of frost, through blinding snowstorms, over roads
impassable to motor traffic, their clothes often frozen stifi
upon them, the Marchers battled their way to London.
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One need only quote the blunt report of the Plymouth
(west of England) contingent which experienced some of the
worst weather: “No casualties and spirit undaunted*.

That is the spirit which has brought the Marchers to
London, determined to present their twelve-point Charter of
immediate demands to the Government — they have already
handed in a request for an interview with Baldwin and the
principal Cabinet Ministers — and, what is more, determined
to rouse the whole working-class to action for those demands.

Strike of American Needle Workei's
Begins.
By J. A.

The great strike of needle workers in New York, planned
and prepared by the new Needle Trades Workers’ Industrial
Union, commenced on February 6th, with the walking out of
12.000 dressmakers. The movement steadily spread, until by

- February 15th there were 24,000 on strike, and the number was
still growing. Many hundreds of shops were paralysed, gnd
numbers of employers were already suing for seitlements. Mass
pickets of from five to ten thousand workers were daily on the
streets, and the police were quite unable to check them. Mani-
festoes issued by the Workers’ (Communist) Party, the Young
Workers’ League, and the Trade Union Educational League
(American section of the R. I. L. U.) called for the support of
all militant workers.

The “socialist” bureaucracy of the old Right wing unions,
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers, and the Furriers’
Union, have descended to every vile tactic in the endeavour to
help the employers to break the strike. These officials during
the past two years have consented to the enforcement of long
hours, low pay, and intolerable workshop conditions, at the
sam2 time assisting the employers in the victimisation of mili-
tant workers, choosing the complete weakening and demoralisa-
tion of their unions rather than permit the growth of any
fighting resistance.

Consequently they felt in the formation of the new union
for all needle workers, and the rapid rallying of the workers
to it, the death-blow to their dwindling and discredited in-
fluence; and looked ever more frantically to the capitalists for
support. A few days prior to the strike, there was announced
an agreement with the employers associations in the fur trade,
promising a full-time week of 40 hours, and pay at the rate
of time and a half for overtime. This, from a set of capitalists
and officials who have consistently treated previous agreements
as scraps of paper, and combined to wreck the settlement ob-
tained by the workers by their 17-weeks’ strike in 1926! Cloak
and dress makers’ officials visited the various firms of employ-~
ers and arranged with them to concentrate their work in shops
controlled by the Right wing union, also to supply members
of their union to f{ill vacancies left by strikers. Schlesinger,
leader of this union, announced in the capitalist press the inten-
tion of the oificials to demand, jointly with the capitalists,
police forces to protect the blacklegs.

Nevertheless, every day sees more shops closed and new
reinforcements for the industrial union, the women and girls,
who form about 60 per cent. of the dress and cloak makers,
and about 15 per cent. of the furriers, being among the most
determined and courageous. This strike has one specially in-
spiring feature: the active co-operation of workers and all races
and nalionalities The Negroes are prominent by reason both
of their numbers and their militancy, and thousands of HNalian
workers are fighting shoulder to shoulder with their English
sisters and brothers. The first victim of the brutality of police
and hired bullies was the Negro furrier, Henry Rosemond,
one of the leaders of the industrial union, who was nearly
killed by these scoundrels and then arrested, after bringing
out women and men workers from a shop.

Against the united front of the bosses, “socialist” traitors
and police, the valiant needle workers of New York are pre-
senting the united front of men and women, coloured and white,
of all sections of the industrg, filled with the determination
tc:l compel the capitalists and their lackeys to yield before their
advarnce,

THE WHITE TERROR

Savethe Life of Dobrogeanu-Gherea
at the last Minute!

Bucharest, 26th February, 1929.

The “democratic” Maniu Government has decided 1o mur-
der Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea, who has been on hunger
strike for 31 days. 'Fhe military court has fixed the trial i
22nd February, but then postponed it to the 27th Februar.
Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea is dying; he had to be oconvev::
to the military hospital. .

As the agent ¢! foreign imperialist capital and of the Rou-
manian bourgeoisie, the Maniu Government wants to prove
it is carrying out the capitalist stabilisation of Roumania win
fire and sword, at the cost of the bloody exploitation and op-
pression of the toiling masses. It wants to prove that it is capab':
of preparing for war against the Soviet Union under the com-
mand of the imperialists.

Supported by the campaign of incitement conducted by t:e
whole bourgeois and social democratic press, the “democratic’
Maniu Government is preparing to dissolve the revolutionar:
organisations of the toiling masses, of the workers’ and pea
sants’ bloc and of the unitary trade unions in order to ir-
strate the struggle of the Roumanian toilers against Roum:-
nian and foreign capital combined. In Bessarabia martial 1w
has been extended to the whole of the count'ry, the labour pri=:
and the workers’ meelings have been forbidden. The militar:
courts are feverishly active and are pronouncing cruel sentn
ces upon revolutionary workers and intellectuals. The militar:
courts of the bourgeoisie are pronouncing severer sentenc:-
than those pronouncel by the courts of the open dictatorshi:
of finance capital.

The appeal lodged by Comrade Moses Kahana, Comril.
Bujor and the other workers against their sentences have bee
rejected by the Supreme Court. The political prisoners in tx
Doitana fortress are to pine for another five to seven years &
the dungeons af the bourgeoisie, solely for having read Mir
xist literature,

The murder of Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea marks i
path of the National peasant party in the direction of fascis»
But the working masses of Roumania are continwing with re
doubled energy their struggle to save Comrade Dobrogean.
Gherea, the self-sacrificing leader of the Roumanian proletarix
The international proletariat must immediately hasten to th
aid of the toiling masses of Roumania in ord:r to save Co-
rade Dcbrogeanu-Gherea, who today symbolises the struu:
of the Roumanian proletariat against international imperialisi
and its war preparations against the Soviet Union.

“AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The French Colonial Minister in

Afriea.
By Ch. Joubert (Paris).

The French Colonial Minister, Maginot, is now making
journey through the French possessions in Africa.

Maginot is said to have proceeded to Africa for the pu
pose of unveiling a monument for the 30,000 Negroes who I-
their lives in the world war. In reality he has other objects
view. His journey to Africa is intended to document the gr=
ter opening-up and the increased exploitation of Africa by 1
imperialists; it is a reply o the wave of rebellion which h
driven the natives of French Equatorial Africa, from the Con
to Lake Chad, to oppose colonisation by force. His visit is
connection wiith the construction of the trans-Sahara railw:
which is intended at the same time to open up new chann
for the economic life of French West Africa and to play an i
portant part in future wars.

Altogether, the French colonies inhabited by Negroes fo
a region which is five times as great as the mother ocoun
and the development of which is very backward oompared w
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that of Northern Africa. This area is rich in coffee bushas and
cocoa trees, oil palms. and stretches of land suitable for the
<ultivation of cotton and lor future rubber and hemp plantations.
ln the valleys of the rivers rice can be planted and the preli-
munary work permits ol the conclusion that in a relatively short
time a rice harvest could be atfained which would be sufficient
lo satisly the demands of all Northern and FKquatorial Africa
and also almost all the requirements of the mother country,

‘The country is most promising, however, in respect of the
cultivation of cotton. For the requisite 300,000 tons ol cotton
per annum, the French cotion-working indusiry is almost enti-
rely dependent on foreign countries, seeing that only 10,000 tons
of this total are at present furnished by the French colonial
territories. The growing scarcity and increasing price ol cot-
ton on the warld market is disquieting to tie rapidly developing
French cotton industry, which is anxious to emancipate itsell
trom dependence on foreign countries.

To this end attempts have made to cultivate cotton in
Syria. The greatest hopes, however. are attached to French
fest Africa in general and the region of the Niger in particu-
lar, which is said to be a second Nile in respect of the fertility
of its banks. As a matter of fact, this area is said to comprise
60 miilion heclares of arable land, four million hectares of which
enjoy natural irrigation. 600.000 hectares of this marshy ground
have already been prepared for cotton cultivation with a regu-
lar water-supply system; at a relatively small cost many times
23 much land can be developed for the same use.

French West Africa is likewise of great importance froin
the standpoint of its pasturage and wealth of cattle There is
there a total of 5'j; million head of cattle, 5 million sheep,
and as many goats. The pasturage is three times as large as
all France, a lact which makes it possible to form some idea
of the future possibilities of cattle-breeding in such a country.

The wealth of the soil is only quite insulficiently explored
but offers great attractions to mining companies, which have
reason 10 expect occurrences ol copper there, besides manga-
nese, iron, silver-containing lead, and gold.

The development of the traific routes and the increased in-
vestment of capital should benefit the opening-up of Central
Africa, an objeer on which the French imperialists are concen-
trating their attention. The: further development of this region.
however, is being accompanied by the increased oppression
aad exploitation of the native population. The resistance ofiered
by the latter is becoming a more and more serious obstacle o
the imperialist plans of exploiting the country. The movement
of rebellion at present raging throughout French Equatorial
Africa, meanwhile, afiords an occasion to gain valuable expe-
rience and this opportunity Maginot does not intend to miss.
He is organising the suppression of the natives and profiting
by the experience thus acquired with a view to breaking the
growing resistance noticeable in practically all the French co-
lonies,

é

The main object in view, however, is the speedy comple-
tion of the famous trans-Sahara railway. The imperialist regime
in its eatirety is inferested in this railway, which is intended
‘o link up the French possessions with one another and via
Northern Africa with the mother country. The space of time
2ow required to transport goods irom the Niger region to a
French port s more than a month. By means of the new rail-
way, such goods can hope to reach France in five days. The
oonstruction of this stretch would facilitate traific between the
mother country and darkest Africa and increase France’s share
in the import and export trade of its colonies. o

For the French bourgeoisie the main signilicance of this
stretch would, however, lie in the role the railway would play
in the case of an imperialist war. The *“‘Supreme Council of
National Defence” has been urging the speedy construction of
this railway as a matter of factical necessily. Seeing that in its
preparations for war the French bourgeoisie is willing to make
the very greatest efforts it is natural that great importance will
also be attached to the use of colonial troops. )

At present the transport of troops from French West Africa
to Bordeaux or Marseilles takes more than month. What is
most serious, however, is the fact that during 28 or 30 days
of this time the black troops are at sea and thus exposed to
the attacks of enemy squadrons.

The new railway will afford the possibility of reducing
both the duration and the risk of the transport very conside-
rably. It will make it possible to bring troops from Senegambia

to Marseilles in five days’ time through the Sahara and Algeria,
where the troops would not be endangered. There would me-
rely be a 28-hour crossing in the Mediterranean, where t(he
possibility of proection by convoys is ever so much greater
than it would be in the Atlantic Ocean.

Thus the visit to Africa of M. Maginot is not actuatcd
solely by reasons ol Negro persecution but may serve as an
additional proof of France’s feverish preparations for an im-
{)ertl.ahst war and from this standpoint deserves increased ai-
ention.

The White Terror in Indonesia.

B-y Musso.

The offensive of the Dutch imperialists against the Com-
munist Party of Indonesia is still in full swing. Many attempts
to reorganise the IParty apparatus have been crushed. Laws
prohibiting the holding of meetings and forbidding the issue
of the revolutionary press have been enacted. The direct conse-
quences of these steps have been the dissolution of the Com-
munist Party and the revolutionary trade umions, and the sup-
pression of the Communist press.

Arrests and persecution are the order of the day. Executions
and banishments of the Communists and militant workers’ leaders
are being carried out with increasing energy. Six Communists
are now awaiting execution. About 5000 militant workers and
Communists are languishing in jail, serving their sentences.
ranging from six to twenty years, or awaiting trial. More than
3000 Communists, revolutionary workers and peasants are
exiled in Upper-Digula amidst the jungles of New Guinea.

The majority of the exiled Communists from West-Sumatra
are peasants, but in Java 75 per cent. of the exiled Communists
belong to the working class. as Java is the most industrialised
rart of Indonesia.

The Dutch imperialists, however, are convinced that their
victory is only of a temporary character, and therefore, side by
side with the mass arrests and persecutions, they are al<o
strengthening the army and the police forces. The proposed
increase of the police forces by 6000 men is regarded as in-
sufficient, and the military authorities are demanding that the
number be still further Increased. The yearly budget of the
department of justice and of the police forces is also increasing
rapidly, so that the Dutch government has {0 expend about
13 million florins annually more for the defence of Indonesia.

Apart from the strengthening of the military and police
forces, the navy of Indonesia has been augmenfed in recent
times by several armoured-cruisers.

The authorities are not content with confiscating and
destm{ing the literature of the Communists but have issued a
special law forbidding the printing and distribution and the
importation of Communist literature.

The treatment of the prisoners by the Dutch imperialists is
indescribably cruel. Comrade Sugomo, the chairman of the
Central Committee of the railway workers’ union, was tortured
to death in the prison of Semarang. During the suppression of
the revolt in West Sumatra the military forces acted in the most
sadistic manner. The arrested Communists were heavily loadad
with chains on their hands and feet and were placed in the hot
sun for days together, without food or water. Arrested Com-
munists were compelled to fight naked against each other, and
it they did not strike each other hard enough, the troops
knocked them down with the butts of their rifles.

When these inhuman acts came to light at the close of 1028
the officer responsible for them, Major Ehemreve, was dischar-
ged from his post. But when the capitalist papers protested
against this step the bloodthirsty Major was granted a hand-
some pension.

The Dutch imperialists are doing everything in their power
to check the further development oif Communism in Indonesia.
But in spite of everything the workers and peasants are already
realising that the Communists are the true defenders of their
interests and the most stubborn fighters against their common
enemy - Dutch imperialism.
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1EN YELRS OF THE COMINTERN

Slogans for the X. Anniversary of

the Comintern.

These slogans have been drawn up by the
Agitprop Department of the E. C. C. I. and cha-
racterise the main political line of the entire
campaign, which is to last two months (from the
beginning of March to the Ist of May). In drawing
up the slogans the Agitprop proceeded from the
conviction that the soctions of the Comintzrn will
explain and elucidate them in detail and supplement
them by slogans arising from the experiences of
the Comintern in the country in question, as well
as by slogans which are bound up with the tasks
at present confronting the Communist Party con-
cerned. Ed.

1. The Comintern is the child of the Great October Re-
volution. The Comintern is the organiser of the World Octo-
ber. Long Live the Comintern, the organiser and leader of
the International Proletarian Revolution!

2. The Comintern is the General Stafi of the International
Revolution created under Lenin’s direct leadership. Long live
Lenin's International Party!

3. The Comintern materialises the doctrines of the foun-
ders of scientiiic Socialism —Marx and Engels., Working men
and women, rally to the banner of Marxism-Leninism, the
banner of the Comintern!

4. The Communist International is the historical heir of
the Communist League and the First International, the con-
tinuation of the glorious and heroic traditions of the inter-
national labour movement. Long live the international army
of the Proletarian Revolution!

5. “The foundation of the Communist International is the
forerunner of the International Soviet Republic, the international
viclory of ‘Comnmunism.” {Lenir). Long live tha victory of
Comununism throughout the worldt Long live the. International
Soviet Republic!

6. The C. P S. U, the Party of the October victory, is
the leading Section of the Comintern. Long live the Comintern,
the Party of the International October!

7. Down with the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie! Long
live the international proletarian dictatorship! Long live Inter-
naticnal Communism!

8. The "imperialist governments are preparing for new
wars to perpetuate imperialist slavery. The Comintern pre-
pares for the conversion of imperialist war into civil war, the
only righteous war of the slaves against their oppressors.
Lony live -the Comintern, the organiser of the international
proletarian revolution.

9. The victory of the proletarian dictatorship in October
1017 was the greatest victory of the international proletariat.
Honour and glory to the heroes of the Great October of 1917!
Long live the World October!

10. The October Recolution was accomplished by the wor-
king class in alliance with the masses of the toiling peasantry
under the. direct leadership of the Leninist Communist Party.
Long live the militant alliance of the workers and toiling
peasants!

11. The colonial and semi-colonial peoples throughout the
world are in revolt against imperialism. The Comintern
honours the fighters of China and Morocco, Syria and Nica-
ragua. Mexico and India who have fallen in battle against
imperialist plunder. The Comintern lowers its fichting ‘banner
in honour of the fallen heroes of Indonesia, Shanghai and
Canton. Long live the victorious struggle of the oppressed
nations against imperialist oppression!

12. The bourgeoisie aided by the reformists ruthlessly
suppress the toiling masses of the colonial and semi-colonial
countries. Long live the militant alliance of the working class
with the oppressed and exploited throuchout the world!

13. The bourgeoisie of the colonial and semi-colonial
countries has bheen and is betraying the national revolutionary
movement against imperialism. The liberation movement of
the colonial and semi-colonial countries will triumph only as
«movement of the masses of workers and peasants under the

hegemony of the working class. Long live the revolationary
struggle of the oppressed nations!

14. The bourgeoisie seeks to stabilise the shattered capitalist
order by means of furious attacks on the working class. The
social traitors have made common cause with the bourgeoisie.
Down with the capitalist offensive! Down with the Socialist
traitors! Let us establish a united front against capitalist
rationalisation! Long live the Communist International, the
organiser of the revolutionary proletarian front!

15. Capitalist rationalisation is accomplished by ruthless
exploitation of the workers at home and ruthless plunder of
the colonial and semi-colonial peoples. The social traitors
actively support the exploitation of the wage slaves and the
plunder of the colonial and semi-colonial “slawss. Long live
the ‘Comintern, organiser of the struggle acuins\ internationsl
imperialist oppression! B

16. The reformists endeavour to convert the trade union:
into instruments of capitalist exploitation, tying the hands oi
the workers who are rising in struggle. Down with the refor-
mist scabs! Long live the Comintern, the organiser of the
proletarian offensive!

17. The reformist leaders disrupt the trade unions in ord:r
to facilitate the capitalist attack on the standard of living o
the workers. Down with the disrupters! Long live the Comin-
tern which unites the workers for victorious struggle!

18. The social reformists in the service of the bourgeoisit
split the labour movement. The Comintern re-establishes woi-
king class unity in the class struggle against the bourgeoisie.
Long live revolutionary working class unity! Long live the
Red International of Labour Unions! Long live the Comintern’

19. The bourgeoisie is creating militant Fascist organ-
sations to demolish the revolutionary movement. Down with
Fascism! long live the courageous struggle of the working
class and the oppressed peoples! .

20. Eternal memory to the fighters who have fallen unler
the standards of the Comintern! Honour and glory to the brave
soldiers of the German, Hungarian and Finnish Revolutions!
Fraternal greetings to the prisoners of imperialism! Give or-
ganised aid to the revolutionary fighters! Long live the Inter-
vational Revolutionary Army!

21, The U. S. S. R. is the stronghold *acit bulwark of :he
international revolutionary movement. Long live the Firs
Socialist State, the country of the international proletariav’
Long live the International Union of Soviet Socialist Republics'

22, In the land of the Soviets the working class supporte:
by the poor peasants and in alliance with the principal mas-
ol peasants continues its struggle against international impe-
rialism and against the capitalist elements at home, in the
form of Socialist construction. Fervent greetings to the builders
of Socialism! Long live the U. S. S. R., the bulwark of the
World Revolution!

23. The Comintern standard is triumphantly #ying over
one sixth of the globe! Long live the Comintern, the organiser
of the proletarian victory throughout the world!

24. The imperialists are preparing a counter-revolutionary
war against the First Socialist State. The Comintern organise:
the defence of the First Socialist State. Down with the orya-
nisers of counter-revolutionary war! Hail the defence of 1the
U. S. S. R.! Long live the Comintern!

25. The bourgeoisie together with its reformist flunkev:
is organising a counter-revolutionary war. Down with the
bourgeoisie and its flunkeys! Long live the Comintern, the
General Staff of the International Revolution! _

26. Imperialism is training its armies for imperialist an.
counter-revolutionary wars against the colonial peoples ai.
acainst the U, S. S. R. The Red Army, the Army of the
Great October Revolution, is the shield of the oppressed au
the sword of the rebellious. Long live the Comintern! Lony
live the International Red Army!

27. The Comintern supports and organises the strug:l
of the exploited peasants against the landlords and the bour
geoisie! Long live the Comintern, the organiser of the inter
national alliance of workers and peasants!

28. The Comintern unites and leads the struggle of th.
revolutionary youth under the banner of the internation:
proletarian dictatorship. Long live the Comintern! Long 1:iv.
the Young Communist International! . .

20. International capitalism is a system of double slavery fo
the proletarian women. Long live the Comintern, the fighter
the emancipation of the proletarian and toiling peasant wo;ncn

}
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30. Ominous antagonisms upset the putrid edifice of capi-
talist sfabilisation attained by means of suppression of the
'working class, systematic lowering of the standard of living
and uncontrolled plunder of the colonies and semi-colonies.
The Comintern leads the advanced detachments of the revolu-
tionary movement the world over towards new battles. Long
live the Comintern, the organiser of these battles!

31. The VI Congress of the Comintern has called upon all
Communist Parties immediately to launch a struggle against
the threatening war danger and to prepare for an international
day of struggle. Hail International Red Day!

32. The imminent terrific conflicts and wars now prepared
' by the imperialists necessitate the greatest consolidation of all
Sections of the Communist International and the entire Co-
mintern as a whole under the banner of Leninism. Down with
vacillation and hesitation! Long live the steeled unity of our
Leninist ranks! Long live the ieninist Comintern!

33. Under the Leninist banner of struggle against oppor-
; lunism we will consolidate the fighting ranks ol the Comin-
tern. Let us cleanse the ranks of the Comintern of the Right
| wingers and wipe out conciliation and opportunism! Long live

the Leninist Comintern!
34. In face of new great conflicts the faint-hearted desert
* the ranks of the fighting International. Let us wage a merciless
slruggle against the Right and Trotzkyist liquidators! Down
. with the ftraitors and renegades! Long live the Comintern
i which carries out Lenin’s teachings!

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The Reorganisation of the C. P. of
Franee,
The Meeting of the Plenum of the C.C.
By Maurice Thorez (Iaris).

The C.C. of the C.P. of France has held an important
session, which lasted from the 18th to the 21st February. The
agenda contained the fol'owing items: 1. The international
situation and the Right danger in the Comintern; 2, the situation
in France and the policy of the C.P. of France; 3. the lessons
of the recent strike movements.

In discussing these questions the C.C. has unconditionally
adhered to the decisions of the VI. World Congress. A thorough
investigation of the international political events since the
VL. World Congress proves the relative character of capitalist
stabilisation in the present period ani shows the acuteness of
the antagonisms, which must inevitably lead to a new period of
great upheavals and revolutionary offensive struggles of the
proletariat.

In the fundamental question of the attitude of the Party to
the social democracy and with regard to laying main stress upon
the united front from below, Comrade Doriot adopted a stand-
point deviating from that of the whole Central Committee, and
he was the only one who agreed to the resolution with reser-
vation. The resolution sums up the preliminary result of the
discussion which is now taking place in the Party. approves the
line of the Polit-Bureau and designates the standpoint of Com-
rade Doriot regarding committees of action with organisations
of the Socialist Party and the reformist trade unions as a Right
deviation, after Comrade Doriot had already voiced a divergent
opinion regarding the question of the election tactic to be
applied by the Tarty.

Already when dealing with the first item on the agenda the
C.C. expressed, by 4 detailed resolution, its complete agreement
with the policy of the C.P.S. U. as laid down in the resolutions
of the XV. TI'arty Congress and the November Conference. The
C.C. called the attention of the Party to the great similarity
between the weaknesses and shortcomings of the 5 P. of Czecho-
slovakia and those of the C.P. of France, in order to show that
thorough discussion and open self-criticism are necessary. The
C. C. confirmed and further elaborated the resolution adopted by
the Polit-Bureau shortly before the Open Letter of the E.C.C. 1.
10 the German Darty, which approves the expulsion of Brandler
2nd consorts, the intensified struggle against the Right and the
categorical confrontation of the conciliators with the choice:
either for the Rights or for the Party.

m,.

The report on the situation in France, after examining the
economic situation in its connection with the world economic
crisis, laid down that the French bourgeoisie is standing on the
threshold of a"‘é)eriod of great difficulties”. The resolution
adopted by the C.C. on this report explains why the French
bourgeoisie is pursuing still more energetically its policy of
rationalisation and the reorganisation of the po{itical and mili-
tary administration; how this policy is leading to increased con-
tradictions, to intensified class struggle, to the awakening of the
colonial peoples, to imperialist war. “National unity” is not
simply a parliamentary catchword. 1t expresses the combination
of all bourgeois groups and of social democracy on the basis
of the fundamental programme of heavy industry. Therefore, the
‘“opposition” of the socialists and the radica(s, even if they
shcl)}xld come into power, cannot change the basis of imperialist
policy.

The policy of the Party, therefore, continues to be based
upon the theses of the VL. World Congress. Our tactics of the
united front from below for mobilising and organising the
masses for the direct struggle is being more and more confirmed
as the only possible tactics, which will also be applied in the
municipal elections in May 1929. With the exception of those
cases in which the united front is really realised from below
with a fighting programme in the factories, the Party will
maintain its candidates against eventual socialist candidates also
at the second ballot. The Party will, however, exert every efiort
in order to bring about a broad participation for the candidates
of the non-Farty workers and peasants already at the first
ballot,

The questions of the anti-milHarist struggle and the organi-
sational Party questions were dealt with in detail. Hitherto the
anti-militarist work has been conducted by ‘“specialists”, before
all by the Communist youth. With the increasing danger ot
war 1t is necessary for the whole Party to take part in it. A
careful examination of the membership revealed in some districts
a loss of members, an unsatisfactory social composition and an
inadequate reorganisation. There is little doubt that the position
is the same throughout the whole organisation, and that great
efforts are necessary in the sphere of organisation.

The last report on the strike movement aroused a lively
discussion, as some members of the C.C. are frightened by the
severity of the open self-criticism conducted by the Party. The
report emphasised that the repetition of the same weaknesses
and shortcomings (under-estimation of the influence and the role
of the reformists, anarcho-syndicalist methods in the preparation
and leadership of strikes, inadequate or complete lack of political
slogans) is to be attributed to the fear of seli-criticism. We must
appeal to the working masses in order fo correct our errors
and to invigorate the revolutionary organisations: the Party
and the trade unions. In connection therewith the question of
work in the trade unions, in the fractions etc. is raised.

The C.C. adopted a special resolution on the factory
councils, the central idea of which consists in making the factory
councils not mere “deputations” but to interest all the workers
of the factory in them.

All the resolutions adopted by the C.C. show the firm will
to continue the reorganisation of the Party in accordance with
the Open Letter of November, 1927, and the instructions of the
VI. World Congress.

The sharpest struggle is being conducted against the Right
danger in all its forms: under-estimation of the war danger,
wrong estimation of the situation in the sense of a consolidation
of capitalism and under-estimation of the prevailing contradic-
tions, strike sabotage, wrong conception of the role and the
policy of the social democracy, of the united front, fear of selt-
criticism etc. The C.C. approved the general line of the DPolit-
bureau as well as the interpretation of the attitude of Comrade
Doriot, who in spite of his deviating attitude kept silent during
the political discussion and therefore has become the rallying
point of all the opportunist elements who are in contradiction to
the line of the Party and the Comintern.

The C.C. finally convened the Party Congress of the C. P. F.
for the end of March. Until then everything must be done in

order to clear up all the problems confronting the Party. in °

order to guarantee the participation of the whole membership

in the discussion, in order to overcome the deviations, so that ’

the Party Congress may become a demonstration for
unanimous application of all the decisions of the VI. World
Congress of the Comintern.

the *
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The Position in the Communist
Party of Germany.

By Hermann Remmele (Berlin).

The inner-Party struggle now being fought out in the
Gerinan Party is of great importance for all sections of the
Communist International. In the struggle against the Right
liquidatory group, which in the course of four years has de-
veloped into a pronounced reformist agency with branches in-
side and outside the Party, and against the conciliatory mem-
bers, who in the same lapse of time have more and more
become the followers of the liquidators, all the fundamental
problems of Marxism and Leninism in matters of defence
and ol attack against enemies within and without, have become
the daily weapons of all that fizaiwe in the fighting f-ont of
Communism. It was not only a question of warding olt the
common onslaught of the imperialist trinity, the trust-bour-
geoisie, the State authority, and the relormists (with their
Leit wing represented by the new reformist agencies), but

alzo of combating the new prophets of “German national Com-

munisin” of the Brandler-Thalheimer direction, who had set
themselves no less a task than that of altogether eradicating
the “barbaric Bolshevism” of the *Stalin clique”, With the
slogan of “Emancipation from Moscow!” and “Reform of the
Comintern in Root and Branch!”, they some months ago com-
menced their campaign which ended in their abandonment oi
practically all the principles of the Party, while at the same
tune taking over the entire anti-Communist armaments of the
reformists — a debacle such as has seldom been witriessed in
the history of the Party in Germany.

The starting-point for the abandonment of Leninism on
the part of liquidators and conciliators alike was afforded
by the resolutions of the VI. World Congress, belore and during
which both Brandler and Thalheimer submitted written decla-
rations to the effect that they fully agreed with the policy
of the Comintern and of the C. P. G. and were willing to co-
operate on the basis thereof. At the same time they managed
cleverly fo evade all discussion of their own policy of 1923,
They declared that they had never proiessed to have made
no mistakes in 1923 and that they were ready to sign any
desired declaration in this cuaneclion. But ther aade no con-
crete statement as to what mistakes of the year 1923 they were
willing to correct.

The VI. World Congress, however, took quite a different
course from what the Right wing and the conciliators had ex-
pected. It embodied no justification of the standpoint of these
<lements, but rather a very definite and unmistakable repudia-
tion thereof.

Aiter this decided political deleat, the Right wing and the
conciliators recognised that the conquest of the Party and of
the Party leadership was not to be attained with political means
in a legal way, the only ways still open to them being crooked
and deceitful ones, wavs ol mean bourveois Intrizue with the
aid ol an empoisonment of the political atmosphere of the
Party, necessarily representing no less than absolute treason in
relation to the Party. The coup carried out against the Ceniral
Commirtee in connection with the Hamburg atlair by the intri-
wues of Ewert and others was a misfortune for the Party ad-
ministration, but the fortitude and steadfastness of the Party
proved its salvation and the downiall of the Right wing and
the conciliators.

During the VI. World Congress and immediately after it,
the liquidators still declared themselves in conformity with the
resoiutions of the V. and VI. World Congresses. To-day that
15 naturally all changed. At first it was nterely the “internal
Party line” with which the Right wing declared itsell unable
to acree. This inability the members of the Richt and those
of the conciliatory group discovered simultaneously. But when
it had been explained to them that the inner Party course could
be no other than the general Party line and that it could
only serve the purpose of lending practical expression to
the political directives in general, they discovered bit by bit
that not only the policy of the Comintern but the entire Com-
intern was “worthless”,

The conciliators shared the thouchts of the liquidators,
though they did not dare to say so. For this reason they did
not repudiate the resolutions of the World Congress, as the
liquidators did, but began to “reform” them. “Not to say
anyvthing of the resolutions being wrong, but simply to inter-

pret them as we desire” — such was the parole of the con-
ciliators Humbert Droz, Ernst Meyer, Ewert, and others in
regard to the third period, to stabilisation, etc. According to
the statement made by Hausen, Bela Kun and Gerhard came
to him to persuade him to agree to everything at Moscow and
to submit, so that in Germany he could subsequently continue
the fight against the Comintern and against the policy of the
Party within the German Party. In the opinion of these con-
ciliators, the members of the Right are “stupid fellows™ because
they do not wish to act as hypocrites.

The liquidators were quick to recognise what the con- |
ciliators will never manage to see, namely that there is more
required to make up a real opposition than a mere negative
criticism of the internal Party line. They finally dropped the
mask they had so unwillingly worn since 1924 as *“disciplined
soldiers of the revolution” and showed themselves in their
true colours as an unalloyed variety of reformists, In a few
weeks they had added to their old anti-Leninist creed in regard |
to the State, to the Social Democrats and to united-front tactics.
the following new professions:

a) Repudiation of the decisions of the IV., V., and V1. World
Congresses of the Communist International, repudiation of the
resolutions of the IV. R. I. L. U. Congress, repudiation of the
tactical and strategical part of the the Cominfern programme,
all of which together represent an “ultra-Left” deviation from
Communism and deteriorate the Communist movement into an
anarcho-syndicalist sect, a development which they (the liqui-
dators) could not bear io witness. Therefore they prefer to
wait outside the Party until the time comes when they are
recalled and when they will not merely be sulfered but can
put through their demands. This is what the world looks like
to the reformists, who daily prophesy the ruin of Communism.

b) The liquidation of Democratic Centralism. Both the
liquidators and the conciliators reproach the C. C. oi the
C. P. G. with employing democratic centralism in the form
of “bureaucratic centralism”. In this respect the liquidators
are making the same experience as Trotzky did. -From their
own practices they draw conclusions as to the practices oi
others. But such accusations meet with small result in the
Party. The Parly members know that the Party has grown
far maturer, more experienced, more skilful, and more thorough
in managing the principle of demouratic centrailsm as in other
matters too.

¢) The Liquidation of Revolutionary Internationalism. This
is by no means a new phenomenon, such as the liquidation of
democratic centralism. 1t has at all times been characteristic
of opportunism to reler to the peculiarities of the particular
position prevailing in the country. The *“scheme of revolution”
must not be transferred from industrially and culturally back-
ward Russia to highly-developed Germauy, so say men hke
grandler and Thalheimer.

“It is the misiortune of the Comintern that besides the
Russian Party there is no other Party in existence with the
sanie great revolutionary experience, so that all the other
Parties are dependent upon the Russian Party alone.”

Why should it be a misforune for Parties devoid of great
experience to learn from other Parties which have more ex-
perience? We thoucht hitherto that this was rather a fortunate
and advantageous circumstance for the Comintern. Indeed. we
cherish the immodest opinion that it is just thanks to the
ample revolutionary experience oi the Russian Party that the
revolutionary Party throughout the world has become what it
is at present. In these and similar compiaints raised by the
liquidators, there is a good deal of chauvinism, such as the
reformists appear to be unable to do without. The reason is
obvious; it is open and obstinate anti-Bolshevism.

d) Repudiation of organisation on a factory nuclei basis
Just as the liquidators turn their backs on all revolutionary
principles, so they are also hostile to the Bolshevist principle:
of organisation. What do they desire to attain by their deman.
for a return to the Social Democratic principle of a residentia
orvanisation? They wish the Party organisations to be de
hating clubs, like the Social Democratic evening meetings o
the constituency-organisations, and not bodies operating im
mediately in the industrial concerns. Brandler’s reformists fee
the need of the bourgeois atmosphere just as a fish require
water; they are not at their ease in the nuclei organisations,

e) Liquidation of the Revolutionary Trade-Union Tactic:
Here again it is less a question of an abandonment of forme
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-nceptions than rather of the old opportunist standpoint in
:zard to the reformists. Yet more than in the question of
ocial Democracy, the attitude of Brandler and his adherents
. opposed to the revolutionary fight against reformism in the
ade unions, Every revolutionary mass mobilisation beyond the
mits of the trade unions, as in the case of economic struggles
ad the like, is looked upon by the liquidators as a cardinal
n aygainst the sanctity of their trade-umion cretinism. For the
randlerites the 13 or 14 million unorganised workers in Ger-
any simply do not exist. In this respect the reformist. op-
ortunist spirit is even more apparent than in other matters.

i) The Opportunist Demand for Conscripfion. In the matter
t militarism 1 Germany, Brandler raises the demand of ge-
eral conscription  in the form of a bourgeois militia. He
wifies this demand by asserting that from the standpoint of
e proletariat a national militia is more advantageous than
niercenary army like the Reichswehr, isolated fram the popu-
mon.  According to Brandler’s sugzgestion, the Communists
st vote for the military expenditure, provided that Herr
iroener re-introduces general conscription in the place of the
nading army. That opportunism has here atteined the highest
=zinable pinnacle, need not be particularly pointed out. It is,
1 ccmparison. a matter of minor importance that Brandler
bculd adorn the general conscription he advocates with the
ik of a bourgeois militia,

The enumeration of these few pcints suffices to show how
1 the last few weeks — after placing itsell in opposition to
1e Comintern and the Party — Brandler’s liquidationism pro-
«»led straightaway to develop into an undisguised and un-
nistakable agency of reformism.

Once it had openly broken with the principles of Commu-
:m. there was mnaturally no further disciplinary or orginisa-
7nal bond to retain Brandlerism in connection with the Party.
oy before the Party had undertaken or even considered the
¢ry least measures, the reformist agency proceeded quite openly
o prepare its new Party. As early as C‘;ctoher 1028, only a few
4ys after its offensive against the Party Central, it published
n *wo places at once, new organs ol its own, viz. at Offen-
ach o, Main the “Volksrecht” and at Breslau “Gegen den
drom”. (Against the Current) At the same time. Thalheimer
iired his so-called “letters” to the C. C. and the E. C. C. 1.
nntaining the inost incredible calumnies against the Party.
kese letters appeared, legally and illegally, even prior to Oc-
wer 6th, To the resolution of the E. C. C. I. ol October oth,
7e Brandlerites replied by a printed pamphlet, accusing the
‘omintern, inter alia, of defending corruption.

In the ranks of the members, the anti-Bolshevist libels of
ke Brandlerites aroused great indignation. At thousands of
=~1ons and assemblies, the lower organs ol the Party put
oraard suggestions and resolutions, calling for the removal
i his anti-Bolshevist group from the C. P. G. At the same time
te Rizht liquidators started holding conferences, meetings, and
.~cinblies in various districts of the Reich. This procedure
wised the plenary session of the C. C., on December 13th
rd 14th, to formulate six conditions, which were presented to
ke liquidators in so far as the latter were members of the
ssrman Party (Brandler and Thatheimer being members of the
. P. S. U.) (These six conditions are contained in the Open
«ier of the E. C. C. 1.) These conditions the liquidators re-
sed to sign and on December 21st they were excluded from
e Party. Prior to this exclusion, the E. C. C. I. had taken
».acion to summon Hausen and Galm, the candidates of the
. C.. whose anti-Party agitation was inquired into in this
«v. In its plenary session of December 10th, the E. C. C. 1.
mrived at the conclusion that the expulsion of Hausen and
nlm from the German Party was a neccessity. At the same
1re the C. C. C. of the C. P. S. U. engaged in an inquircy
Zainst Brandler and Thalheimer.

Meantime, the focal Offenbach group. the majority of which
14:d with Galm and Heucke, had separated from the Party,
sraining as from September last to render any subscription
ayments to the district, issuing membership-books and member-
tnp-stamps of its own, and no longer recognising any of the reso-
utions of the Hesse-Frankfort district committee or of the C. C.,
vhich the merest Party discipline required them to observe. In
hi= connection some 200 or 300 members quitted the Party. The
{:strict committee was obliged to institute another local group
it Offenbach. to which most of the original members of the
»id group (600 before the split) subsequently returned. At Bres-
au, where the majority of the members also sided with the

liquidators, the local groups or city committees have so far
refrained from separating from the Party in a body, ac was
the case at Offenbach. They only did so when the district Party
Conference had decided by a great majority for the Comintern
(74 votes for the Party majority and 15 for the liquidators); it
was only then that in those groups in which they had the
majority liquidators started violating Party discipline, discon-
tinuing the membership subscriptions, and issuing member-
ship-books and tickets of their own. This breach did not occur
until December and January. All in all, some 400 to 500 mem-
bers have in this way quitted the Party. In all these cases at
Breslau, as at Offenbach, a new registration of memb-rs was
initiated Yor the Party organisation, so that the present Party
conditions are altogether normal.

In the Altenburg subdivision of the district of West Saxony,
from the Party.

In the Altenburg subdivision of the district of West Saxony,
Engert, a deputy of the Provincial Diet, attempted to make a
split in the Party alter he had been exluded therefrom. At
Altenburg and in four smaller local groups. there was at first
a majority in his favour. After Brandler had held a speech at
Rositz, however, the members of that small group unanimously
and unreservedly reverted to the standpoint of the C. C., and
eventually the sphitters retained nothing but oue small local
group of eight members and about half the membership of
Altenburg, figuring at some 40 members.

In Leipzig itself, the splitters were hopelessly defeated in
six urban districts .Only in one small district of the city did
they manage to muster quite a small minority. In this district,
known as Leipzig C. the proportion in favour of the C. C.
was 10 to 10.

In Thuringia, the inevitable expulsion oi six Provincial Diet
deputies out ot eight has latterly given rise to new atfempts at
a split in the last strongholds of the fraction. Weimar and
Greitz.

In the other districts there was not the slightest sphit in the
Party.

Altogether there were two expulsions from the Comintern
itself, two from the C. C. C. of the C. P. S. U. .10 irom the
C. C. of the C. P. (i, and some 100 to 120 from the District
Party Cenlierences of the C. P, G.

On Deccember 20th and 30h. 1928, a National Conference
of the liquidators took place with a view to drawing the ba-
lance of their entire campaign. In the beginning, when the
liquidatory movement started going its own way with inde-
pendent orvanisational measures. much propaganda was made
throughout Germany lfor the idea of founding a separate Party
under the name of a resurrection of the Spartakusbund. It had
been intended that on the tenth anniversary ol the foundation
ol the C. P. G. a new Spartakusbund should be created. The
National Conierciice ol liquidators, however, showed that these
bold plans were nothing but soap-bubbles. There was no ma-
king a beginning with the ridiculously small fractions at Onen-
bach and Breslau. At the conierence Brandler and Thalheimer
developed their programme, which consisted in not founding
any ofiicial Party but in establishing district committees in
districts, thus grouping the adherents in all parts in so-called
“unity” nuclei. The main tasks of these nuclei were to consist
in acting as independent fractions at the trade-union ineetings.
at the meetings of the other mass-organisations, in the co-
operatives, in the sport organisations, at the iree-thinkers’ as-
semblies, in the W. I. R.. the I, R. A, and the like, so as to
oppose special Brandier-fractions to the fractions of the Com-
munist Party. It is obvious that with their independent policy
the Brandler-iractions can be nothing but agencies of reformisim,
Indeed, the adherents of Brandler have already acted accordingly
in various large centres, by supporting the Social Democrais
against the Communists.

All these phenomena are merely outward indications of the
direction in which the liquidators are tending. The “Brandleri-
tes” have arrived at the point to which all “reformers™ of
Communism got sooner or later, viz. at the point of a conver-
gence with the Social Democrats.

The group of Right liquidators reached its greatest develop-
ment in November and December. When, aiter a caretul ideolo-
gic preparation, the Party proceeded in December to undertake
its first serious orcanisational measures against the liquidators,
the movement rapidly declined. The difficulties encountered in
certain districts, such as Breslau, Hesse-Frankiort, Thuringia,
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Wiirttemberg, and West Saxony, have in the main been over-
come. Though “Brandlerism” has been defeated and warded
off, however, the Party yet continues its campaign against the
dangers threatening from the Right, so that the resolutions of
the VI. Congress may be realised. Now that the main group of
Brandlerites has been separated from the Party, the first stage
of the fight may be said to be concluded. The fight itself, how-
ever, s not yet over; indeed, subsequent events have shown
that it will be necessery to direct the campaign into other
channels, a task which cannot be completed until the resolutions
of the next Party Congress are forthcomring, which may be
expected to take place towards the end of May this year.

The mission of the liquidators, meanwhi{e, is being taken
over by the conciliators:

“Obviously the movement towards conciliaton must
now — the quicker the defeated liquidators are forced to
quit the Parly — come to represent the rallying-point of all
Right tendencies and currents within the Party and practi-
cally step into the shoes of the Right liquidatory movement.
For this reason the fight against the conciliators must be
waged unremittingly by the entire Party to the point of
their final liquidation.”

This thesis, taken from the resolution “On the Open Letter
of the E. C. C. 1. in regard to the Right Danger and on the
laner-Party Situation”, which was passed by the plenary session
of the C. C. of the C. P. G. on January 24th and 25th, is abso-
lutely correct. The conciliators, iit must be admitted. have not
dared, with an open vizor, to deviate so far from the Party as
the liquidators; they have not yet so openly defied the principles
of Communism. But they have effectively supported the liqui-
dators in all their anti-Party activity and stayed the Party’s arm
when raised to strike down the liquidatory movement, by dis-
crediting the measures of the Party among its members. At the
time when the C. C. was already engaged in organisational
measures against the liquidators on the basis of the Open
Letter of the E. C. C. 1. and addressed to the liquidators the
most elementary demands of Party discipline, the conciliators.
under the lead of Ernst Meyer and Ewert, made the following
dectaration, which they presented to the C. C.:

“At the moment of a possible and probable separation
of the Party from a whole number of comrades, such as
Brandler, Thalheimer, Walcher, Frolich, Enderle. and Schrei-
ner, who figured among the founders of the Spartakusbund
and stood with Rosa Luxemmburg and Karl Liebknecht on
August 4th, 1914, we consider it our duty to declare before
the Party that these comrades cannot be classed with trai-
tors like Levi or Friesland or with petty-bourgeois like Ruth
Fischer or Maslow.”

This declaration reveals the double-facedness of the con-
ciliators. According to this terminology of the conciliators, the
Party will be committing a crime by separating from “Spar-
takus men”, as Ewert and Ernst Meyer call them. As though
Levi and Friesland who have long been renegades, had not also
figured among the founders of the Spartakusbund, just the same
as Brandler and Thalheimer. With such double-faced desig-
nations, the conciliators attempt at every turn to bring con-
fusion into the ranks of the Party.

_The chiet documents of the conciliators have already been
sufficiently denounced in the Press and in the relative Party
literature, We need but touch upon them cursorily here,

In the first place, mention must bc made of the platform
of the conciliators of November 1928, in which they directed
their entire front against the C. C. and against the majority in
the Party and announced a war on two fronts, on the one hand
allegedly against the Right, against which in reality they never
tought, and on the other hand against the inner-political course
of the Party majority, against which they continually fight in
spite of all Congress and Comintern resolutions. The Open
Letter is therefore right in declaring:

“We observe that in the last two months the concilia-
tors have become more and more lenient towards the Right
and more and more critical of the Party. They exercise no
tangible criticism in regard to the opinions and actions of
the Right fraction, though at the same time attacks on the
Party are more and more vehement and begin fo resemble
the attacks made by the Right wing itself.”

~ How correct this observation of the Comintern was, appears
tromt the further docwments of the conciliators, submitted at the

plenary session of the C. C. on December 13th and 14th. Iu s
resolution on the Ruhr, struggle, the conciliators adopted :;
the arguments of the Right strike-breakers, with a view 1o Ju-
crediting in the eyes of the members the policy of the Parn
in the Ruhr struggle which the E. C. C. L. had recognised 1o oe
exemplary. In another resolution, the conciliators attempied io
the first time to criticise the Right liquidators, whose henchm:
they had just been accused by the Party of being. This atemp
failed, the criticism turning into a sort of defence oi the liqu-
dators. The said resolution of the conciiators was taken up
to one quarter with a so-called criticism of the liquidators,
which was in reality no criticism at all, and to three quartr
with fresh atacks on the Party majority. This shows, just s
did all previous documents of the kind, that the conciliators are
nothing but accomplices of the Right wing.

At the plenum of the C.C. on January 24th and 25th, t
conciliators presented a resolution of their own against the re
solution of thHe Political Bureau on the political situation, whic
was ineant to serve as a basis lor Party discussions in preps-
ration for the Party Congress. The speakers of the conciiiatun
group declared that their resolution was no counter-resolutio
but only represented an attempt to amend and supplement the
resolution of the C. C. This method of .defence showed e
more cowardice on the part of the conciliators than any o
their previous actions. The speakers of the Party majority un-
mediately showed up the Right-opporturist standpoint of ths
resolution. At the same time the resohttion submitted by e
Political Bureau on the inner-Party position was augmented 0y
a reply to the resolution of the conciliators. The opportunis!
attitude of the conciliatory resolution may be seen in the iot
lowing points.

1. In their economic and political analysis the conciliatx:
do not start, like the Comintern and the Party majority, irom
the international situation, so as to draw the necessary o
ferences therefrom in regard in the sitwation in Germany, bu
from a limited national standpoint, onto which here and ther
international points of view are grafted as a matter of mn>
importance.

2. Opportunist over-estimation ol capitalist stabilisation.

3. Under-estimation of the danger of war and a compi
absence of understanding for the significance of the Reparation
question as a means of accelerating intervention against ti
Soviet Union with the active participation of Germany.

4. A veiling of the reactionary role of the Coalition 0o
vernment in Germany by means of a false, ist cor
trasting of the democratic-bourgeois type of State with the dicu
torial-Fascist goverment type.

5. Accepiance of “iransition-slogans” for non-revolutionar
situation, as initiated by the liquidators (such as “Expropriai0
and nationalisation of trusts, banks, and big landed properts
within the limits of the capitalist State, as a political slogs
for the present strikes).

6. Decided repudiation of the tactical changes in the trad
union policy of the Party, such as were apparent in the R
struggle and were approved by the E. C. C. L.

We may observe that in these resolutions. too, the o
ciliators adopted some of the most important arguments a
principles of the liquidators.

The struggle which has now again proved necessary w
be carried on by the Party on the very broadest basis m
discussion of several months’ duration until the Party Congre:
which will bring about the final liquidation of all currents
ding in the direction of reformism within the Party. It is qu
natural that after the conclusion of all inner-Party differenc
the Party will be in a more favourable position than before !
commencement of these struggles. The principles of inmer-Par
concentration, as maintained until the VI. World Congre
will no longer have io be observed. In this connection the re:
lution of the C. C. of January 24th and 25th declares most ¢
oidedly: :

“Now there can be no further question of continui
and realising a policy of coalition under the Hag of :
called ‘concentration’ for the purpose of ‘standardist
inner-Party relations. If the conciliators wear the mask
the most zealous supporters of ‘concentration’, they thert
prove that they are not inclined to effect the resolutions
the E. C. C. 1. of October 6th (Wittorf case) and of Dect
ber 19th (Open Letter).
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“Under the .present conditions of a fight against the
Right wing, whic umluestionably calls for a more ruthless
annihilation of conciliation tendencies, amy such ‘con-
cenfration of forces’ cannot but mean the creation of a
sz:tem of equilibrium between two contrary currents in
the Party, one of which, led by the C. C. and representing
the enormous majority of the Party, stands for the Leninist
directives, while the other consists of generals without an
army and constantly vacillates in the struggle (be it against
the inner enemy -— the Right wing — or against the outer
foe — the bourgeoisie and Social Democrats), thus hin-
dering the Party in the execution of its tasks.

“Such a balance of forces has nothing in common with
a truly Bolshevist concentration, but would seem to repre-
sent an adaption of the Social Democratic system of a
‘coalition of the most varied tendencies’. The C. C. there-
fore most decidedly repudiates such a concentration as is
desired by the conciliators.

“A truly Bolshevist conceniration can only be effected
by the development of Party cadres, in the most active
defence of Comintern and Party directives, in the fight
against the liquidatory policy of the Right and against the
coaciliators on the basis of the resolutions of the V1. World
Congress, the Open Letter, and the Party resolutions. The
leading cadres of the Party must be formed on the basis
of a Bolshevist selection of the theoretically and practically
trained forces of the Party, which in their struggle against
ultra-Left and against Right liquidatory tendencies have in
the last few years elaborated a firm Leninist attitude, ’po-
licy, and strategy and proved themselves the most steadfast
revolutionary class-champions.”

We have nothing to add to this declaration by the C. C. save
the fact that it is for the entire Party vigorously to continue
Bolshevisation according to the principles of Lenin, starting
from the foundations just outlined. We do not doubt for a mo-
ment the ultimate success of the collective work of the entire
Party, required by the Party in its resolution of January 24th
and 25th, for the purpose of strengthening and consolidating
the revolutionary vanguard of the German proletariat on the
basis suggested by the Central Committee. Thus the Commu-
mist Party will issue from its struggle with the Right wing more
ocompact and uniform, more active and energetic than ever before
and be in a better position than at any former time to solve its
%revoluﬁonar tasks in the interest of the proletariat of

ny and of all the world.

The Lessons of the Re-elections —2!
the Nuecleus Committees in the
c. P. s‘ U.

We have received the following article from
the Org-Department of the E. C. C. I. .

Below we sum up the experience gained in the re-elections
to the nucleus committees in the C. P. of the Soviet Union.
This experience and these lessons must be turned to account
in the practical work of the other sections of the Comintern.

General Character of the Campaign.

In accordance with the statutes of the C. P. of the Soviet
Union, the nucleus committee sends in its report and is re-
elected every six months. The practice of the C. P. of the
Soviet Union has converted these re-elections into large-scale
Party campaigns, participated in by all Party members and
exercising a general control of the activities ol the nuclei and
of the whole of the work of the Party.

The Party attaches the greatest importance to this camp- .
aign, for it brings with it a greatinvigoration of the Party and

serves to emphasise sharply the positive and negative aspects
of Party work. For this reason not only thc nuclei take part
in this campaign, but the higher organs of the Party; these
last issue instructions for its execution, follow its course, and
study its results. It need not be said that the chief attention of
the Party is devoted to the factory nuclei. In this article, too,

-~

we deal chiefly with the factory nuclei®). The latest re-elections
to the nucleus committees took place for the most part in
November last year. On this occasion the campaign was parti-
cularly lively.

The explanation of this is to be sought not only in the
fact of the unceasing qualitative development of the Party
masses, but at the same time in the fact that since the XV. Party
Congress the Party has taken decided steps to extend seli-
criticism from below, and to induce the Party masses and non-
Party masses to participate in this self-criticism

On the other hand, in this period there have been revealed
opportunist tendencies in some sections of the Party, tending
to divert the Party from the decisions of the XV. Party Con-
gress. These tendencies have been expressed in inclimations to
reduce the rate of industrialisation and to under-estimate the
class struggle in the Soviet Union; in ‘“theories” of constant
concessions in the village policy of the Party, in unwillingness
to fight against the kulak, and in attacks on self-criticism.
Besides these open expressions of a Right deviation, a certain
conciliatory attitude towards this deviation has made its ap-
pearance in some places. It must be stated that this conciliatory
attitude, and such vacillations, even found their way into the
leadership of the Moscow organisation, the greatest organisa-
tion of the Party. The reaction of the nuclei of the Moscow
organisation to this danger was immediate. Aided by the
Central Committee, they offered determined resistance to the
vacillations of some of their leaders. As soon as the vacillation
of the leaders became noticeable, the active bodies of the Party
in the various districts and nuclei and the nuclei of the Moscow
organisation held a number of meetings and conferences at
which it was resolved to support unwaveringly the Leninist
line of the Party, and demanding the immediate correction of
the errors of their leaders, Thanks to this unanimity and to
the political maturity of the Moscow organisation, the con-
ciliatory vacillations were speedily and painlessly overcome
and the leadership of the Moscow organisation firmly esta-
blished, if at the price of relieving from their posts various
leaders who had shown themselves unable to cope with their
Party task and who had failed fo keep pace in this respect
with the organisations which they were leading.

These events, taking place immediately prior to the re-
elections of the nucleus committees naturally left their impress
upon these. Not only in Moscow, but in all other Party
organisations, the main slogans of the election campaign were
those showing the real character of the Right deviation, the
necessity of combating this and the remnants of Trotzkyism,
and the need for the struggle against conciliation.

The re-elections to the nucleus committees: were carried
out on the basis of a further and considerable extension ol

inner Party democracy. This was shown not only in the seli-

criticism exercised, but in the fact that the re-election to the
nucleus committees took place without any previous drawing
up of lists. Formerly it was customary for the re-elections to
the nucleus committees to be organised as follows: The active
members of the nuclei consulted and drew up a list of can-
didates for the new nucleus committee, and submitted this
in their own names to the nucleus meeting. At these last
elections the candidates were chosen directly by the nucleus
meeting itsell. In this way no restriction was placed upon the
initiative of the nuclei members in the formation of the com-
mittee. This method of election was of course only made pos-
sible by the fact that the Party masses of the P. of the
Soviet Union have attained a greater political maturity. A few
years ago a re-election on such lines might have led to a
weakening of the nucleus leadership. ‘

*) The whole of the nuclei of the C. P. of the Soviet Union
are built up on the production-territorial system. The various
types of nuclei are as follows: Works and factory nuclei, nuciei
of the Soviet and trade union organs, nuclei of the armm
and administrative organs, village nuclei. All the member.
of the Party are allotted to the factory nuclei, village nucici.
etc. according to their place of work. With the exception of it
village nuclei, there are no residential organisations in the
C. P. of the Soviet Union.

g
Besides this, the large works nuclei have been accordea -
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extended rights, The workshop nuclei®*) of the great under-
takings have received the statuary rights of the works nuclei,
and Works Party committees have been formed in place of the
collective works nuclei**).

We now pass on to the separate questions of the organisa-
tion and content of the campaign for the re-elections of the
nucleus committees.

The. Organisational . Aspect of the Campaign.

Preparations for the news election of the nucleus com-
mittees ‘began a month or six weeks before the commencement

* of the elections. The aé)peal of the C. C. for self-criticism, and

the appeal of the C. to the members of the Moscow orga-
nisation, determjned the tasks and slogans of the campaign,
and were discussed in the nucleus meetmcs participated in
by non Party workers. The “Pravda”, the central organ of
the Party, deyoted great attention to this question both before
and during the election. The Party press published the slogans
which threw ligth on the political tasks of the new elections
and the separate practical tasks involved, and described how
the elections were proceeding in the various undertakings.

The local Party organs conducted the elections, received
the reports of the nuclei on their work, sent instructors to
aid them, efc.

In the nuclei themselves the work being done was subjected
to detailed control belore the election. Reports were submitted
by the works organisations (the communist fraction of the
factory management, the .works council, etc.), as well as by
individual members of the nuclei, for instance the workshop
nuclei, the nucleus commissions, etc.

The wall newspaper has played an |mportam role in pre-
paring and carrying out the new. elections. Where this method
of work is efficiently applied, the wall newspaper has proved
an excellent aid to selj-criticism, and has gained the attention
of not only the Party members, but of the non Party workers.

The wall newspapers published reports summarizing the
work of the. puclei, discussed the questions arising in connec-
tion therewith, and gaveé opportunity for the publication of
critical remarks and sug"estlona

The experiences in connection with . the wall new spaper of

_the Moscow Electric Works have been interesting. During the

clection campaign extra numbers devoted to the mecﬁngs
and the election, were brought out. These special numbers
published the various opinions expressed at the meetings. They
contained an artistic supplement, also devoted to the election.
ete. These newspapers aroused lively interest among the non-
Party workers and brought them nearer fo the nuclei.

The practice of having special investigation commissions
clected by the nuclei increased greatly in this campaign; these
commissions familiarized themselves with the work of the
nucleus committees, and gave a co-report on the work at the
clection meetings. This enabled the work of the nucleus com-

*) The workshop nucleus is the nucleus representing one
department of a large undertaking. The development of the
1actories and works in the Soviet Union, the growing number
of workers and their increasing influx into the Party have
made it increasingly difficult for the old form of organisation
fo cope with the tasks. Therefore steps were tiken, with the
aureement of the XIV. Party Congress, to form nuclei in the
~eparate departments of the undertakings. These are known as
workshop nuclei. These new organisations give the Party
iresh possibilities of increasing its influence on the masses of
the workers in the underiakings and of improvinge the Party
oadership in the works and factories concerned. The formation
- 1he workshop nuclei does not signify the dissolution of the
works nucleus. This continues to exist as beiore and guides
ihe workshop nuclei. The workshop nuclei possess only an
advisory vote in questions of admission to or expulsion from
he Parly, and do not possess the rights accorded by the
-tatutes of the Party to the works nuclei.

**) Reorganisation on these lines has been carried out in
-ome  ygigantic undertakings, for instance in the “Krassny
i rengolik” (Leningrad), where 20.000 workers are employed
and 33 workshop nuclei have been formed; in the “Krassny
i"utilovetz” (Leningrad), where the nuclei comprise 2153 com-
* rades; in the “Krassny Wiborshetz”, where the nuclei have
T 100 memberb, or 40 per cent. of all workers employed in the
i 'mdertaking; and in a number of other large works.

mittee to be made clearer to the meeting and increased the
activity of the meetings.

We give a few figures showing the activity of the meetings.

In the Moscow district Samoskvoryetschye 32 per cent. of
those taking part in the meetings participated in the discus-
sions on the report of the nucleus committee. In Sverdlovsk
(Ural), the number of those taking part in the discussions rose
in some nuclei to 58 per cent. of the whole number attending
the meetings; in the worshop nuclei of Lemngrad to 50 per
cent. In the nucleus “Gossnak” (Leningrad), 33 per cent. of
the nucleus members spoke on the report of the nucleus com-
mittee, in the “Skoroched” factory there were 120 speakers, in
the nucleus of the Elektrosila Works 200; and here 200 prac-
tical proposals for further work were made. In the Electric
Works at Moscow 02 workers took part in the discussion,
and the meetings often lasted until 2 o’clok in the morning
and later.

The elections of the nucleus committees have roused great
attention. As is generally the case, the best comrades were
elected, the election being preceded by detailed consultation
on every individual candidature, in spite of the fact that fre-
quently several dozens of candidates had to be discussed.

In Leningrad and various other cities the elections to
the nucleus committees were carried out in public. Party mee-
tings, at which the non-Party workers took part in the dis-
cussion of the candidatures.

The Struggle Against the Deviations from the General Line
of the Party.

We have already stated that the C. C., the leading local
Party organs and the Party press have drawn the attention
of the nuclen to this task, in connection with the re-elections.

The standpoint of the individual nuclei is as follows:

“A steady and determined Leninist line, without devia-
tions”. Under this slogan the Party Conference of the “Krassny
Treugolik™ was held.

A comrade from the Baltic Factory writes:

“In the struggle against opportunism and against Right
and Left deviations. the nucleus committee has not confined
itsell to discussion on these deviations. It has organised the
communists and non-Party workers in a circle, in which the
roots ol the Right danger have been studied in detail, and
has placed the aludv of this question on the syllabus of the
Party school".

In the nucleus of the factory “Electro-apparatus”. the
secretary was severely crificised both at the meetings and in
the press, because his report on the work of the nucleus
committee glossed over ther question ol the fight against the
Right deviation,

A communication from the gubernia of Vologodsk states:
“That meetings are extremely active, Great attention has been
paid to the inner Party situation.”

From Tula: “The nuclei accord the first place to the
struggle for the clear Leninist line, the struggle against the

Right deviation and the tendency to tolerate it, and against
the last remnants of Trotzkyism.”

From Sverdlovsk: “Both deviations (the Right and
Trotzkyist) have encountered resistance.”

Many more such instances might be adduced. It need not
be said that where organisational measures have been neces-
sary in the nuclei, these too have been applied. “What have
you taught us?" was the question put to the nucleus committee
of the “Gosplan™ by the nucleus members, “Straightfordward-
ness, firmness, a decisive political line” — these are what the
meeting demanded of the nucleus committee. The communists
of the “Gosplan™ have uunanimously, determinedly, and collec-
tively offered a timely and determined resistance to every trend
of the Right devialion or a conciliatory attitude towards it,
and have at the same time emphasised the necessity for an
indefatigable strugele against the residue of Trotzkyism. The
work of the nuclens committee was designated as insuificient
by the meeting. and new comrades elected to the commuittee.
It must, however, be admitted that some nuclei hav2 not laid
down any clear statement with regard to the struggle against
the deviations from the Parly line. Some nuclei confined them-
selves to a discussion on questions of practical work, without
combining this discussion with a control of the actual execwu-

the
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tion by the nuclei of the decisions oi the XV. Party Congress.
Narrow praticality of this kind has als» been observable
in the workshop nuclei. The Party Committees, the works nuclei
and the Party press have for the most part already dealt with
this problem during the campaign itself. In some organisations,
however, the Party Committees themselves have hesitated to
issue directions on this question.

There have also been cases in which the struggle against
the deviations has degenerated, and where yet undeveloped
comrades have been accused of deviations simply because they
have failed to grasp this or that. Two such workers, on hearing
that the secretary of the nuclei accused them of deviation to
the Right, were extremely indignant. “I certainly had no idea
that 1 belonged to the Right” was the simultaneous exclamation
oi both of them. Here the whole trouble arose because these
workers had spent their holidays in the country, could come
to no satisfactory coanclusion with respect to the collection of
the agricuhtural tax, and turned to the nucleus secretary for
ailightenment. Needlees to say, the dealing of such rebuffs to
unenlightened comrades seeking explanation is not the way
to overcome ideological vacillations. There are, however, not
many such cases.

Self-criticism and Its Results.

In the matter of self-criticism, both achievements and faults
are to be recorded for nucleus work.

In the Baltic Factory the meeting recorded the following
results: Successful struggle for the clearness of the Party line, win-
ning ol 178 workers for the Party, 32 of whom joined the
Party during the report campaign on the work of the VI
Congress of the Comuntern.

With regard to faults it was pointed out that the increased
productivity of labour lags behind the increase in wages;
that the nucleus committee does not accord suilicient expert
guidance for the economic work in the undertaking; that the
non-Party workers are not induced to take part to a sufiicient
extent in self-criticism.

In “Krassny Wiborschetz” the achievement recorded was
the growth of the nucleus, the number of nucleus members
(1100) having reached 40 per cent. of the total number of
workers employed in the undertaking. The meeting was able
to record that “The nucleus committee has been able to pursue
the Party line clearly and determinedly, and has never failed
to carry out the corresponding work of enlightenment in the
workshops™. One of the greatest achievements ol this nucleus
has been the promotion of 32 workers to responsible economic
innctions and Soviet work. Besides this, the attention devoted
by the Party organisation to rationalisation enabled 1.600.000
roubles to be saved, wages being raised at the same time.

In the factory “Electrosila” increased production was re-
corded, and increased activity of the workers and Party mem-
bers. 90 workers have joined the nucleus during the period
under report (half year). The meeting itself, at which 200
men spoke and 200 suggestions were made, was the best
Jtustration of the progress of the nucleus.

In the “Krassny Treugolnik” both economic successes and
a firmer establishment of the nucleus could be recorded. During
the past year over 900 workers joined the Party.

As compared with these achievements, serious faults are
observable in the sphere of trade unionism: Bureaucratic
methods refain the upper hand in the factory council, the
tzctory council has failed to lead the trade union commitiees

oi the works departments, and these have forleited their
authority among the workers.
Another fault in this factory has been the lalse inter-

pretation put on the slogan of seli-criticism by one of the
workshop nuclei, with the result that young Party members
were set at variance; here the nucleus committee failed to inter-
vene in time,

In the “Krassny Gvosdilschik™ the nucleus committee was
blamed for the bad behaviour of the young communists, It
was pointed out that the Party only seldom lent aid to the
youth nucleus, and that in one youth workshop nucleus the
Party was mever even represented. The nucleus committee was
also criticised for having promoted a deputy factory director
without consulting the workers on his candidature.

In a number of nuclei serious defects were shown in the
mass work: for instance with respect to the daily enlighten-
ment of the workers on the causes of economic difficulties,
faults in the work carried on among the non-Party workers,
lack of sufficient participation by the non-Party workers in
the Party meetings, etc.

In various nuclei the tendency of some comrades to adopt
a follow-in-the-wake policy was severely criticised. This ten-
dency is often expressed in the endorsement of the standpoints
of backward workers, or in “playing with silence” in place
of resistance to demagogy, etc.

At a meeting held by the nucleus of the Lenov wagyon
depot, at which attention was drawn to tendencies of this
nature on the part of some members of the nucleus, the
comrades in question admitied their error.

The nucleus meetings dealt with the organisational laults
of the nuclei, which hamper the development of mass work.
With respect to the nucleus of the *“Electro Apparatus”, for
instance, which has four workshop nuclei but has not been
able to exercise sufficient influence by means of these, it was
resolved to establish ten workshop nuclei in place of the lour.

In the “Kositzki” factory is was resolved, for the same
reason, to set up twelve workshop nuclei in- place of the
existing six. In a word, the election meetings, which exzmined
every aspect and detail of nucleus work, have yielded con-
siderable results in the direction of overcominyg all deficiencies
by means of a collective exertion of forces.

Comrades employed in an electricity works report that
self-criticism has enabled them to overcome the bureaucratic
elements in the apparatus of the factory management, this being
accomplished on the basis of the suggestions made in the
nucleus metings, which were taken up by the factory mana-
gement and embodied in a number ot enactments; the mana-
gement then proceeded to draw up measures for periecting
the whole system of working management.

Where it has been found necessary, the mectings have
combated the degeneration of self-criticism. Various nuclei

pointed out that there is a lot of talk about seli-criticism, but
little application s made ol it; that the suugestions ol the
workers are accorded but little attention; that the nucleus often
assumes that only the active members are to exercise seli-
criticism, whilst the other members are rebulied or laughed
at when they come forward with criticism. Such degeneration
of self-criticism met with the condemnation it deserved.

In general, the campaign war carried on in the spirit of
earnest self-criticism. “An extremely severe criticism — that was
our discussion”, writes a comrade in the “Leningrad Pravda”,
in the course of a summary of the results of the re-elections
in a district of Leningrad.

The Party members, actuated by a leeling of collective
responsibility, have subjected the Party work to criticisin at
every point, and have at the same time sought the best means
in order to overcome the faults thus brought to light and
of improving the work, It is therelore easily comyprehensible
that the nucleus meetings have shown that they demand much
of their own leading comrades, the nucleus committees. The
extent of these demands may be gathered, for instance, from
the number of new members elected to the nucleus committees.
About 50 per cent. were elected. Of the old nucleus committees
only one half remains —- those comrades who have shown
themselves most capable in leadership. The other hali have
been replaced by fresh forces. It must be admitted, however,
that this renewal of the nucleus committees is not only the
result of self-criticism: it takes place as a rute when the
nucleus committees are re-elected, or other Party organs, and
serves” the purpose of bringing iforward fresh cadres of Party
workers and establishing the party organs or a firmer Yooting.

The total results of the re-clections to the nucleus com-
mittees are the following: the whole Party has been reached,
a real control of the Party apparatus and Party cadres has
been accomplished, fresh thousands of Party mcmbers have
been drawn into the work of leadership. and a strong impetus
given to the further development ol seli-criticism.
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- THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

Statement of the Representative
oftheSoviet Co-operative Movement
omn the Question of the Future
Activity of the Alliance.

The Soviet Delegation to the International Co-
operative Alliance, when the question of the future
activity of the Alliance came to be dealt with at
the meeting of the Executive of the Alliance held
on 7th and 8th February at Prague, handed in a
Declaration. ‘

We publish below the full text of this Decla-
ration, which appeared in the “Kooperativnaya
Shisn”, No. 36 of February 13th, 1929

On the question of the draft programme of economic
activities of the Alliance, 1 declare, on behalf of the Soviet Co-
history, under the condifions of the proletarian dictatorship and
operative Movement which is working, for the first time in
ol the practical building of Socialism:

‘The consumers’ co-operative movement will be unable to
tulfil its duty to the toiling masses who are united by it, unless
its entire activity is subordinated to the general aims and ob-
jects of the toiling masses, particularly of the working class.

It is necessary to peint out, however, that under the ca-
pitalist system the co-operative movement can play- only the
subsidiary role of an organisation supporting the working class
in its struggle for emancipation. 'I'lijle role and effect of the
consumers’ co-operative movement will be limited as long as
the means of production remain in the hands of the classes
interested in the exploitation of the toiling masses. The co-
operative movement will be able to piay its real role, that of
participant in the building up of the new society, only after the
overthrow of capitalism and the capture of the power by the
workers and peasants which will turn the means of production
over into ihe hands of the working class State,

‘The consumers’ co-operative movement which comprises
mainly the working masses will be able successfully to carry
out its tasks only with the direct support and complete con-
fidence of these masses. The consumers’ co-operative movement
must therefore constitule an integral part of the labour move-
ment, and not only cater to the neads of the toilers as con-
sumers but also actively aid the workers during unemployment,
strikes, lockouts, political persecutions, etc., actively supporting
the working class in its struggle for ultimate emancipation, the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of the Socialist
commonwealth, Should the co-operative movement assume a
position of neutrality in the intensilying struggle between labour
and capital, or should it adopt the policy of collaboration with
the capitalists, it must become a mere appendage to the ca-
pitalist society.

The consumers’ co-operative movement will be efiective in
raising the standard of living of the masses of consumers only
if it takes up the struggle against the dictatorship of mono-
polistic capital. against the price policies of the trusts and
cartels, and will take part in a united fropt with those pro-
letarian organisations which are interested in the struggle and
which carry it on in reality.

The consumers’ co-operative movement will contribute to
the maintenance of peace only if it vigorously opposes the
preparation for war and the colonial policy of the imperialist
powers to the point of demanding full independence for the
colonies and if, together with the organisations of the working
class, it fights against national oppression, imperialist con-
quests and wars, mobilising for this purpose the millions of
toilers who constitute the co-operative membership.

IL

The Infernational Co-operative Movement cannot ignore the
fact that the present stage in the development of capitalism
1 rapidly leading to the deterioration of the conditions of thz

great masses of the population and that the tendencies towards
turther aggravation of this situation continue to grow.

The cheapening of the production and distribution of goods
resulting from technical improvements and rationalisation has
not led to the cheapening of the cost of living for the masses
of the population. On the contrary, the trusts and cartels have
been taking the highest advantage of their position as mono-
polists in order to raise the prices of the principal food pro-
ducts and articles of general consumption, for the purpose of
profit. The trusts and cartels are also fighting the consumers’
co-operative movement by means of the boycott and other re-
pressive measures in an attempt to subordinate the co-operative
movement to their influence. |

One of the factors responsible for the steady decline of the
standard of living of the masses is the intensification of the
capitalisi offensive upon the economic gains of the working
class (the abolition of the 8-hour day, etc.). In consequence of
capitalist rationalisation, unemployment has assumed immense
proportions and continues to grow in a menacing degree. This
enables the employers to increase their pressure upon the work-
ers and the degree of their exploitation.

The capitalist governments and their organs (the courls,
the civil authorities, etc.) represent obedient tools in the hands |
of trustified capital. Despite the existence in certain countries
of anti-trust laws, these legislative measures remain on paper.;
for the capitalist governments in all countries encourage the
policies of the trusts and cartels which are directed against
the interests of the masses.

Lately the tendency has grown very strongly in . every
capitalist country to place the co-operative movement in an
inferior position compared with private trade by worsening the
legislation relating to the co-operative movement and by fiscat
measures prejudicial to it, not to speak of the destruction ol
the co-operalive organisations by the Fascist regime in certait
countries.

Simultaneously with the sharpening of the class antagonisms
within the capitalist countries there has grown more intense the
struggle for domination of the world markets and sources of
raw materials between the capitalist groups whose rivalry de-
termines the policy of the capitalist powers.

Again secret military and diplomatic alliances have been
concluded between the governments who are feverishly arminy
and preparing to decide the question of the domination o
markets by means of a new destructive war.

At the same time the oppression of the colonies and tw
seizure of vast areas with hundreds of millions ol people art
accompanied in all parts of the world by the ruthless suppres-
sion of the struggle for national emancipation and by dired
support of the unheard-of terror against the workers aul
peasants on the part of the imperialist powers. (China.)

While the antagonisms between the various countries have
been growing more acute, the imperialist powers are carryin;
on a systematic struggle against the State of the workers an.
peasants, striving by all means — beginning with econom’
boycott and ending with war — to overthrow the power ¢
the toilers in the U. S. S. R., restore the power of the landlord
and capitalists, and drag Russia with her rich mineral resource
and enormous population into the system of capitalist e
ploitation.

’

The entire capitalist system which is based upon the ru
of a minority of exploiters over the majorily of exploited, res
not only upon methods of direct suppression of the emancipatis
movement of the toilers, but also upon a system of deludiing 1t
great masses, beginning with the notorious bourgeois dem
cratic parliamentarism and ending with various theories
class co-operation, class harmony, etc.

The ruling classes which are preaching the idea of peacse!
settlement of class conflicts under the lying slogans of
dustrial democracy and peace, while at the same time carryi
on a political and economic offensive against the worki
class, are a'tempting, by these manozuvres, to gain the .supp
of the co-operative movement as well. A number of trade uni
and co-operative organisations have taken up this incorrect p.
ol attempting- peacefully to settle the class conflicts betw.
labour and capital, thereby supporting the manoeuvres of
bourgeoisie against the toilers. :
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The same attempts to delude the masses of toilers are made
!3' the bourgeoisie on an international scale, through its League

Nations. The League of Nations which is ostensibly an in-

strument of peace and which covers up its activity by pacifist
phrases, acts in reality as a screen for ever increasing arma-
ments, secret political treaties, robberies, and intrigues, and as
a centre for the organisation of new imperialist wars.
. By the organisation of special political and economic bodies
(the economic conference, the Labour Oifice, the advisory com-
mittees, the Disarmament Commission, etc.) the governments
standing behind the League of Nations are attempting to dope
and enslave the toiling masses both directly through the press
aad by means of drawing into the work of these bodies the
co-operative organisations, the trade unions and the other mass
organisations.

The League of Nations and its organs give effect on an
international scale to the class co-operation which a section of
the co-operative movement is carrying out on a national scale.
Yet any organisation which takes up the path of reconciling the
cdass interests of the exploited and exploiters objectively takes
the side of the latter. That is why the co-operative movement
as a mass organisation of toilers cannot fulfil the task of de-
fending the everyday interests of the toilers without taking up
the path of a determined break with the ruling classes, without
severing all relations with the League of Nations and its organs.

V.

Referring to the recent economic policies of the Alliance,
it is necessary to note the following:

The Alliance had placed much hope upon the economic
world conference of the League of Nations. The Alliance has
built its economic policy on the basis of the policy of the
economic organs of the League of Nations. Yet experience has
shown the entire abortiveness and harmiulness of this attitude
and of the adaptation of the Alliance policy to the anti-labour
policy of the League of Nations and of its economic organs.

The economic world conference of the League of Nations,
called for the purpose of discussing and solving a number of
questions, did nof, in fact, solve a single one of them. Even
those decisions which were passed on certain questions have
not been put into effect by the respective governments; thus the
resolution stressing the necessity of abolishing the customs
barriers not only has not been put into elfect, but many coun-
tries have since introduced and still continue to introduce pro-
tective tariifs.

On the question of cartels and trusts the economic con-
ference virtually adopted the viewpoint of the capitalist groups,
and even the very moderate wishes which were passed by the
economic conference still remain unrealised. Likewise. not one
of the decisions of the conference or of the Advisory Committee
calculated to establish direct contact between the consumers’
and agricultural co-operative movements, has yet been put into
effect.

The International Co-operative Alliance, following the
League of Nations, has not independently discussed a single
one of the fundamental economic problems or the question of
.upporting the working class in its struggle on the part of the
co-operative movement, it has not taken the necessary steps to
rombat the high cost of living. and has done nothing to main-
tain the standards of the real wages, to fight the cartels or
1o resist the ever-growing lockouts and unemployment. Nor has
the Alliance 1aken any effective measures to oppose the con-
stantly increasing armaments and combat the danger of new
wars with their prospects of untold misery for the whole of
toiling humanity.

VI

The ever-growing offensive of capital (the lowering of
wages, the lengthening of the working day, etc.) leads to the
sharpening of the class struggle, the extension of the strike
movement, the strengthening of the resistance oflered by the
proletariat, and the taking up, at certain sections of the front,
of the offensive by the workers. In this struggle of the working
class for the improvement of its conditions, the co-operative
movement cannot keep aloof, cannot and must nof be neutral;
oa the contrary, it must most clearly connect its work with the
activities of the labour organisations carrying on the struggle
against the capitalist offensive, particularly as this capitalist
offensive upon the working class also affects the co-operative
movement.

On the strength of the foregoing, the Soviet co-operative
movement believes the immediate tasks of the International Co-
operative Alliance in the field of economic activity, to be as
follows:

1. The Alliance must launch a vigorous struggle against
the rising cost of living which constitutes at present a general
phenomenon throughout the world and must therefore be dealt
with by measures of an international character,

2. On the basis of the fact that the trusts and cartels re-
present a constituent part of the capitalist system, the Alliance
must render every assistance to those international and national
bodies which organise the masses for the purpose of over-
throwing the capitalist system.

3. The Alliance must take part in and give support to the
wide mass actions of the toilers against the policy, pursued in
the interests of the capitalists, of high tariffs and taxes on ar-
ticles of great consumption, particularly foodstuffs, which im-
pose a heavy burden upon the shoulders of the mass of con-
sumers.

4. Supporting the class struggle of the proletariat for its
ultimate emancipation in all of its forms, particularly the
struggle directed at the protection and improvement of its
standard of living and working conditions, the International
Co-operative Movement must consider as its paramount current
duty the adoption of all necessary organisational measures (the
establishment of special funds for the relief of striking and
locked-out workers and their families, the sale of products on
credit terms, the organisation of public kitchens, etc.), to render
assistance to the working class in this struggle both nationally
and internationally, for which purpose permanent co-operation
with all the militant labour organisations should be established.

5. The Alliance must carry on a struggle against the legis-
lation and policy of arbitrary administration designed to restrict
the work of the co-operative organisations. The Alliance must
particularly combat all attempts to prejudice the legal position
of the co-operative movement as compared with that ol private
trade.

6. In view of the fact that the great masses of the toiling
peasantry are also subjected to capitalist exploitation, the Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance must regard the toiling peasantry
as an ally of the working class in the struggle against capi-
talism. The Alliance must support all the tendencies of the agri-
cultural co-operative movement directed at the removal of the
influence of finance capital from their organisations. The Alli-
ance must particularly take measures towards the actual esta-
blishment of direct economic connections between the consu-
mers’ co-operatives and the organisations of the toiling pea-
santry, for the purpose of eliminating middlemen and mutually
supporting each other in the struggle against capitalism.

7. In the field of internal policy the Alliance, anxious to
enhance the power and influence of the co-operative movement
and make it better prepared to deal with the tasks coniron-
ting it, must advocate the application by the co-operative move-
ment of such methods of work as would assure the closest
contact between the co-operative organs and the membership
masses as well as the masses of toiling consumers in general.

The Alliance must particularly draw the attention of its
affiliated Unions to the necessity of attracting a larger number
of women and youths to active participation in the work oi
the co-operatives.

The Alliance must make every effort with a view to
strengthening as far as possible the contact between its organs
and the broad masses. For this reason the reports ol the
meetings of the leading organs of the Alliance should be made
public for the benefit of the masses.

8. The Alliance must defend the right of the membership
to free criticism of the measures of the leading co-operative
organs. The Alliance must condemn the tendency to interfere
with such criticism by means of penalties (expulsions, repres-
sions, etc.). In order to maintain and promote the power of
the co-operative movement the Alliance must protect the unity
of the co-operative organisations against splitling attempts.

9. The International Co-operative Alliance should recom-
mend to all the national unions to snbmit all questions effecting
the future activity of the Alliance to a public discussion (in
the co-operative and labour press, at co-operative meetings)
of their membership.

10. In order to promote the international economic power
and unity of the co-operative movement, in order to encourage
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an exchange ol experiences. and in order to widen and streng-
then the economic relations between the various co-operative
organisations of the different countries, the Alliance must:

a) Continue the work of organising the International Co-
gperative Wholesale Society and the International Co-operative

ank;

b) entrust to the Bureau for the Study and Dissemination
ol information on Carfels and Trusts together with the Com-
mittee of the International Co-operative Wholesale Society the
task of examining the question oi establishing international co-
operative industrial enterprises.

11. The Alliance must withdraw its representatives from
the organs the Leayue of Nations.

The Alliance must also apply to all ol its athliated organi-
sations with the proposal to discontinue alt further co-opera-
tion with the League of Nations organs and cap-talis: govern-
ments, as well as with the organs oif co-operation with the
employers.

12. The Alliance should recommend to the national organi-
sations to open up negotiations with the trade union bodies
aftiliated both to the An.sterdam International and to the Red
International of Labour Unions and other kindred organisations
ol toilers for the purpose of creating joint committees whose
task is should be to render mutual support and organise joint
actions in defence of the toilers against the ofiensive of capital.

13. The Alliance must explain to the broad masses the
tremendous danger of the growth of armaments, of the secret
military and other alliances which lead to war clashes, and
must conduct a systematic struggle against war.

14. The Alliance must call upon the co-operative move-
ments 1o support the Soviet disarmament proposals submitted
to the League of Nations and to fight for their actual operation.

The Alliance must make every effort to promote the
mobilisation of the masses against all hostile attempts of the
imperialist powers, against economic and political blockades
and wars against the USSR. the first Workers’ State in the
world,

The Soviet co-operative movement, considering it necessary
to preserve the unity oi the international co-operative move-
ment and to establish close connections with the movement
ol the working class for emancipation, will strive in its activity
as a member of the Alliance and on the basis and within the
limits of its constitution, to deiend the viewpoint of the Soviet
co-operative movement upon the tasks of the International Co-
operative Alliance. At the same time, the Soviet co-operative
movement will render the utmost support to all efiorts of the
Alliance calculated to increase the power and importance of
the co-operative movement, to improve the conditions of the
toilers and to extend the co-operation and friendly business
connections between the national co-operative organisations of
the various countries.

AGAINST TROTZKYISM

Resolution of the C. C. of the C. P.
of France.

The Central Committee of the C. P. of France
has adopted a resolution against Trotzkyism from
which the following is an extract. Ed.

The Communist Party of France fully and entirely approves
the defensive measures wkich the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union has adopted against the counter-revolutionary
Trotzkyist organisation and its leader Trotzky, who has openly
gone over into the camp of the enemries of the Russian revo-
lution and of the Communist International.

Trotzky and his adherents have committed extraordinarily
serious and hostile acts against the Russia of the workers and
peasants af a time when the ring of the world bourgeoisie is
closing its grip more firmly round the Soviet Union in order
to crush it. They have attempted to support the capitalist attack
from without by their anti-Soviet actions at home, and have
nothing more in common with the international revolutionary
proletariat, which has to fight with the exertion of all its
lorces against its class enemies,

The fact that the social democracy in all countries is be-
coming today the defender of Trotzky who has been expelled.

and accords him brotherly welcome.would suffice to jusui
completely all the measures which have been adopted againy
him and his friends. Trotzky hLas ba2come the spokesman ol
counter-revolution, which is making every effort to undermine
the socialist construction in the Soviet Union and to destroy
the proletarian dictatorship.

he Communist Party of France welcomes the recruitmen
of thousands of workers of the Soviet Union into the Bolshevist
Party at the moment of the banishment of Trotzky, for this
recruitment is the best reply of the proletarian masses of the
Soviet Union to the joint attacks of the international burgeoisic
and all Communist renegades. This recruitment is the most
genuine symbol of complete confidence in the Leninist leader-
lship of the Bolshevist Party, which masters the fate of revo.
ution,

The C. P. of France declares its determination, in agreemeu
with the Communist International, to conduct a determines
fight against all Trotzkyist elements, which attempt to lead
the working masses astray and to estrange it from their ouy
class Party. The small group of adventurers and petty bour-
geois in France who adhere to Trotzkyism, are open allies ot
the bourgeoisie against Communism, as has been proved b
the elections at Puteaux: they direct their attacks especially
against our trade union policy by combining with all pessi
mistic elements who predict a permanent stabilisation of cap:-
talism and deny the threatening war danger. It is therefor:
necessary to expose them mercilessly before the working masse
as open counter-revolutionaries, The Parly appeals to af
workers to sirengthen their united front against all enemie-
of the Comintern, no matter whence they may come, for the
defence of the Soviet Union which is threatened by an imminent
war.

-THE PEASANT MOVEMENT

PFeasant Struggles in Greece.
By our Correspondent at Drama.

Venizelos finds no peace. The realisation of his prograumm:
of reform is proving more and more difficult. Hardly is on
obstacie overcome then a fresh one arises, affording yet greaw:
difficulties. Day by day he encounters fresh resistance frow
below. Thke masses oppose him with an attitude which is mor
and more threatening. Now it is the workers of some branc
of industry or other, then the peasauts, then again the tradesn«
or the State employees.

This time it is the Thracian peasants in general and th
small tobacco-planters of the Drama region in particular. R
cently some ten thousand small farmers and agricultural wo:
kers of the Drama area came to that town and demonstrate
against the policy of the Government, against the taxes. tb
penalties, and so on. The peasants of the more distant village
had started five or six hours earlier so as to be in town in du
time. At Drama a great demonstration was organised, in whic
numerous workers took part. The taxes, the cost of living. 1t
high rate of interest which the farmers are obliged to pay !
the usurers and to the National Bank, the lack of all agraria
insurance, of negotiable roads, and last not least of elementa:
schools, are the real reasons underlying this demonstration.

The position of the tobacco producers is particularly ba
Afier the tobacco harvest, and often even before it, the plante
are obliged to give the tax authorities an estimate of the
crops. The law allows for a margin of error in estimation
12'/; per cent.; if the difference between the estimate and t
actual crop is any greater, heavy penalties are imposed. On t
strength of these estimates, the planters are accorded a six-moa
loan by the National Bank, to the extent of 15 drachmas g
oka (equalling 1.28 kilogrammes), the interest figuring at 9 §
cent, but in reality often rising as high as 30 per cent. owt
to commission and the like. Since this small loan does g
suffice for the needs of the planters, they are forced to rem
greater crops so as to obtain a relatively larger loan, Sub
quently, when the planter delivers his tobacco and pays |
taxes, it is noi the actual crops but the original estimate {
is considered and which forms the basis of taxation. '

Seeing that these indications are always larger, the plae
becomes liable to punishment and can be accused of ill
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rraffic, The fines imposed in this connection range from 50 fo
300000 drachmas. The planter is then forced to mortgage his
property, which means that the real masters in the rural di-
stricts are the National Bank and the usurers. The position of
the tobacco planter is still aggravated by the fact that at the:
sale of the produce the dealer hands over the money not to the
seller but to his creditors. This state of affairs has given the
farmers food for thought. They have long had the intention
of going to town and demomstrating there for their claims, but
were always restrained by certain politicians., The tobacco
dezlers’ co-opera ive, tco, which has long since become a tool
of the National Bank, prevented the movement of the peasantry
by its activity.

Meantime indignation rose high. The peansants grew more
and more restless. Under this pressure the various leaders were
lorced to call a meting of peasants in closed premises at Drama.
Now the peasants have marched to town, where, against the
will of their leaders, they assembled not in a room but in the
¢ main square in the very centre of the place. Constabulary and

troops had to defend the public buildings, especially the tax

office and the branch of the National Bank.

In spite of various machinations, the assembly passed a
resolution, demanding inter alia the abolition of fines and the
cancellaiion of the penalties at present pending, besides the
alieration of the taxation system or ratker the substitution there-
for of progressive taxes on the basis of the net proceeds. The
dlanters finally declared that, if these demands were not ful-
filled, they would very soon appear again in arms on the same

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

Kunowledge is Power.
By N. Krupskaya,

The results of the elections (in the R. S. F. S. R) up
'o the 2nd February show that in the towns 24.6 per cent.
(as compared with 20.8 per cent. at the last election campaign)
of the candidates elected to the new Soviets are women, and
'n the country 19.4 per cent. (as compared with 11.6 per
cent.). It will be seen that the number of women elected in
fown and country has increased by 3.8 and 7.8 per cent
respeciively. This is undoubtedly an advance, though the nor-
mal proportion is thereby by no means attained — that is,
if equal rights for women as laid down by the law were
realised in actual life, then the proportion of women elected
to the Soviets would be 50 per cent. This, however, is not
the case. The inheritance of tradition is still oo powerful.
One of the chief causes hindering women from participating
io the necessary extent in the Soviets is their cultural back-
wardoess. When a comparison is drawn only in the Europ=an
part of the Soviet Union, we find that two years ago the
number of men able to read and write was considerably
greater than that of the women. If we take the men and
women in the towns from the age of 16 to 34 and 35 to 49,
we find that in the first group 5.3 per cent. (of the total
male population) and 163 per cent. (of the total female po-
“ulation) are illiterate, while the percentage of illiteracy in
12 second group is 10 and 17.8 per cent. respectively; in
the country the percentage for the first group is 18.4 and
>2.6 respectively, and for the second group 29 and 78.9 per cent.

There exists a certain connection between the educational
‘2vel and the activity of the electors. What did Comrade Lenin
say? “He who cannot read and write stands outside of poli-
‘ics™. The urban population possesses a higher level of edu-
cation than the rural, and therefore the activity of the electors
:n the towns is greater. At the last elections the participation
n the fowns was 50.7 per cent., in the villages 47.6 per cent.
Meanwhile the liquidation of illiteracy has made progress,
3t more in the town than in the country. In the country
\ne 1ncrease among those able to read and write is chiefly
Jdue to the women. The general increase of activity — greater
‘n t}le fown than in the country — is correspondingly accom-
ranied by a considerable growth of the activity and authority
o the women in the villages. The election participation in
the fowns rose to 64.3 per cent (increase 13.6%), in the
village t0 58.2 per cent (increase 10.6%). We must bring the
election participation up to 100 per cent. This will, however,

“_._

only be possible when we have achieved 100 per cent. success
in our campaign against illiteracy.

The working population places great hopes in the Soviet
elections. The women electecr to the Soviets will find that
they have to learn much in order to cope with their tasks.
Life is becoming more and more complicated, and it is neces-
sary to view the si‘uation clearly, to hold the helm on the
right course and 1o hold it firmly.

The Soviet Union is not perfectly free. It is surrounded
by the bourgeoisie. If we were not thus encircled by enemies,
then we could develop at the rate required by our country:
we could avoid crises at home as far as possible, we could
make our influence felt solely by conviction to an extant of
99 to 100 per cent., we could choose the easiest path, instea.l
of marching through thick and thin. We should thereby reach
our goal more slowly, but without friction. But the fact remains
that we are encircled by the bourgeoisie, and we must there-
fore realise that unless we harness every force at our disposal
for the purpose of rapid advance, the bourgeois countries will
defeat and destroy us. The bourgeoisie is always on the alert
to attack the Soviet Union! We must not believe that it sufiices
to know how to hold a rifle, and to wear a gas mask, 10
become invincible. We must learn to handle a rifle so that
no shot fails its mark, we must master the whole science
of war, but at the same time we must be aware that military
preparations alone will not secure our victory. Lenin wrote:
“War is a test of the economic and organisational forces of
any nation”.

If we continue to work on the same [ines as our fathers
and grandiathers before us, if we use the old prehistoric
machinery, then half of our factories will lie idle; if we do
not succeed in raising our industry to the level of modern
technics and in rationalising labour; if we persist in using
the wooden plough, if we do not keep our fields clear of
weeds and other pests, if we do not organise our tralfic
service and commerce, then it will not be difficult for the
capitalist countries to swallow us up. We must so re-orga-
nise our whole economy that it becomes one closely welded
whole, in which the various branches of economy are indis-
solubly and properly combined. As early as December 1013
Comrade Lenin said:

“We maintain the standpoint that society must repre-
sent one great co-operative, both with regard to supply
and to distribution Society must be converted into
a united co-operative of the workers.”

In order to attain this it is necessary for us to raise our
industry and agriculture, our co-operative system. to a very
high level. The re-organisation of industry, and of agriculture
and trade, — particularly a rapid re-organisation — cannot
be carried out without encountering the resistance of the
exploiters, the resistance of those for whom the old order.
the want and backwardness of the masses, were a soirce
of advantage. It is therefore not by accident that at precisely
this juncture, when we are energetically engaged in re-organi-
sing our industry and agriculture. and the Nepman has bequn
to adapt himself to the Soviet laws, the enemies of the Soviet
power gnash their teeth. It is not by accident that they are
trying — by making use of our errors — to agitate against
the Soviet Government and the Party among the not vet class-
conscious and still vacillating strata of the workers. Com-
prehensive agitation and propaganda must be carried on amonz
the masses, the cultural level of the masses raised, the influence
of the anti Soviet elements removed, the masses brought to
take part in the work of building up Socialism. Comralde
Lenin was right when he spoke, even at his dying hour, ol
the necessity of the greatest possible intensification of cultural
and educational work among the masses, especially among the
peasantry. He pointed out the extreme and decisive importance
of cultural work. ‘

Five years have passed since his death. We are now faced
with this task to its full extent. The Soviets must now devote
a maximum of attention to cultural work to drawing the wor-
kers, the middle and small peasantry, and especially the womzn.
into this work, in order that the initiative of the workers
themselves may be aroused and organised. In this work the
Soviets must receive help from all sides: from the Party.

the Young Communists, the trade unions, co-operatives, and

voluntary organisations.
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The village Soviets can play an especially important part.
Cultural commissions are affiliated to the village Soviets. They
must induce all workers, especially the organised section of
the population, to participale in their work. They must at
the same time exercise definite influence over the work of the
schools, of the so-called reading huts, the libraries, Red Cor-
ners, the organisations for the liquidation of illiteracy, etc.
They must ensure that all children (boys and girls) attend
school; they must approach the parents who keep their chil-
dreen away from school, find out their reasons, and endeavour
to remove them. The culture commissions must provide for
special courses of instruction or schools in villages where there
are still a large number of illiterates, and see that these are
kept going regularly. The culture ‘commissions must persuade
the illiterates to learn, must see that the reading huts are
always open and have sufficient books for children and adults.
The culture commission must take care that the schools accord
sufficient attention to the children of the small peasantry, that
nuclei and various circles and courses of instruction are orga-
nised. and créches and kindergartens provided for the relief
of the mothers. The culture commission or section can accom-
plish much. It can insist upon more newspapers being sent,
especially for the small peasantry, upon the village being
brought into contact with the town by means of the wireless.
upon cinema performances being given in the villages. And
by thus raising the cultural level of the rural population, it
will awaken at the same time their upward striving towards
a new order, new economic organisation, and a new orga-
nisation of economic life.

The culture commissions of the village Soviets must bz
provided with popular pamphlets, to be placed within the reach
of every peasant woman.

The work done in the culture commissions of the towns
must be no less energeticc. The workers must become the
masters of their own lives, not only in the eye of the law,
but in actual fact. The greatest obstacle to this is the low
cultural level of especially those strata who stand most in
need of the help of the Soviet power. the badly organised and
less class-conscious strata. The working and peasant women
have experienced for themselves, more than any other class.
the weight of the fetter of ignorance and cultural bachward-
ness, Therefore the peasant and working women who have
been elected to the Soviets will certainly give a great share
of their attention to the work of the culture commissions.
They themselves know, and will convince the others, that
knowledge is power.

And we shall all give our help to the city and village
Soviets, to the activity of the working and peasant women
on the cultural front.

War-Makers Want Docile Women.

From an English Correspondent.

The rising artificial silk industry of England is notorious
for the determination with which the least signs of class-
conscious propaganda or desire for organisation are waiched
for and suppressed. The reason for this is not only to be
found in the capacity of the capitalist firms for profit. For
the capifalist stale is largely interested in the development of
this industry, which can be so rapidly converied io war
purposes. A siriking example of this is to be found in a
great artificial silk lactory near Derby. This factory, which
1s capable of being adar.ed in a space of 24 hours for the
manuiacture of poison gas, acids, and aeroplane wings. is
organised already almost as if it were an arsenal, with a
system of passports, each bearing the worker’s pholograph,
barbed wire fencing at its boundaries, and so on.

It emnloys 6000 workers, of whom the majority are
wom:n. This staff of workers s in a continual stage of
change. Not only is any sign of class conscious-activity visited
with immediate dismissal, bw in anliciration of any such
aitempts, systcanatic  intimidation is carried out. Recently
1660 girls were discharged and a new 1000 engaged, apparently
for no other reasons than as an insurance against the possible
inirouc.ion of “dangereous” ideas, and to show how easily
workers could be dispensed with. A.N.

Women’s League for War against
War.

To the Russian women comrades of the rubber factory
“Treugolnik”!

We have read the letter from the comrades who took par
in the celebrations of the Tenth Annicersary of the Soviet Union.
and should be very happy if we could enter into correspondence
with you.

First of all we must state that our Women’s League against
war has been formed for combating the war danger now
becoming clearer and more threatening day by day.

We have realised that we must not stand idly on one side
but must take up the struggle against all capitalist wars and
all those responsible for them.

The character of our struggle against war differs in prin-
ciple from that of all other women’s organisations, which
pretend {o combat war by designating themselves as pacifists.
but do nothing to discover the real causes of war, and on
the contrary encouraged their men to continue the strugyl
during the great massacre of the peoples in 1914—1918.

There is one sole organisation which attempts to combs
war as we do, and this has received its stimulus from us:
the “International Women’s League for Peace”.

It is our activities which have forced this organisation
combat the Paul Boncour law and the chemical war.

But as this organisation is composed chiefly of petty bour-
geois of definitely paciiist views, its main activities are devoted
to demanding women’s suffrage. The pacilists assert that i
women were given the vote, they would abolish war. It need
not be said that this is a delusion. The wars of the past have
demonstrated this, for the women had the franchise in man
of the belligerent countries.

We maintain that the best means of effectually combating
war is first of all to be clear as to its causes.

We know that wars are embarked upon for the purpose of
gaining new colonies and new wealth, and thereby to provid:
iresh markets for big capitalist industry. The resultant conilicis
are the source of immense profit to our French and other
exploiters; these do not hesitate to provoke a world war if ©t
enables them to lay their hands on raw materials, to grab
the ore mines ol Morocco, or to grasp a share oi the ol
fields in Syria.

At our meetings we investigate these causes, of which we
only make brief mention here, and seek the most effectual means
of combating them and of enlightening the innumerable women
who are still ignorant of the reasons why wars are preparsa!
and waged. In the works and factories, in the workshops.
everywhere where women are to be found, we reveal to them
the true causes of war. Often these women find it difficult to
decide 1o follow our movement, for they are still doped by the
bourgeois press, which makes no effort to open their eyes.

We hope, however, that these women, too, will soon follow
our example, that they, too, will realise that it is their duty to
join us in fighting against the crime of capitalist war and
against those responsible for it. Until we take up an energeiic
struggle against all these causes and consequences, wars wiil
be inevitable. .

This, Russian sisters and comrades is what we hae
grasped.

With this we end our letter of today; in our next we
shall send you a report on the women in our organisation and
on the practical work which-we accomplish.

It is true that what we accomplish is nothing in com-
parison with what you have attained in ten years of building
up of Socialism, in the country in which you have gained, and
will maintfain, the victory of labour over capital, in spite o
capitalist rule in other countries.

We admire you, and will help to defend you to the utmos:
of our power.

We hope that you will give us the pleasure of entering intc
correspondence with us, as speedily as possible.

Wth fraternal greetings.
Section of the Women’s League for War against War.
Department “Les Lilas”. (Seine), France.
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The C. P. of Germany and the International.

The €. P. G., the Rights and the Conciliators.

Full Text of Speeches Delivered by Comrades Kuusinen and Lozovsky at
the Meeting of the Presidium ot the E. C. C. 1. on December 19th, 192S.

Comrade KUUSINEN.

Clearly, it is not with a casual question of factionalism
that we have to deal here. It is rather a question of a new
stage in the struggle which originated already at the time when
the Communist Iarty was founded, namely the struggle b:t-
ween the Communist Party and the Social Democracy icr the
proletarian masses. There have been different stages of this
struggle in Germany, and it is characteristic that cvery time
when the Social Democracy is confronted with a great dinger
of losing its influeice over the masses, an auxiliary force arises
either within the Sccial-Democratic party or within the Com-
munist Marty which he'ws the Social-Democracy in sidetracking
the masses ‘that are beginning to {urn in the direction of Coni-
munism. For imstance, in 1923, when there was a high revo-
lmionary tide in the labour nmiovement, the Left wing of the
Social-Democracy was formed under the leadership of Zeigner
which served at the time as a successful means towards diver-
ling #he masses which were becoming radicalised. During that
pertod there was o appreciable pressure brought to bear upon
the Social-Democratic leadership by the mass of the workers,
and since this pressure was lacking, naturally the Left Social-
Democracy was not called upon to play any particular part.
Paul Levi & Co. surrendered again and again before the Right
Social-Democracy, until eventually at Kiel they gave up enirely
their opposition even on the question of coxlition politics. Yet
along with the advent of rationalisation and capitalist stabili-
sation in Germany, when a Leftward movement emerged again
among the working class, there was foimed once again an
auxiharv force of the Social-Democracy, this time within the
Communist Tarty, for the purpose of objectively sidetracking
a section of the workers from the rcad of Communism. I refer
to the ultra-Left opposition in our Party. At the present time
we have 10 deal again with a similar phenomenon, even if in
a new form corresponding to the new stage.

This new stage has already been characterised by a num-
ber of comrades here. 1 must say that I was on the point of
making a mistake, because 1 was not sufficiently acquainied
with the maiei’al which reveals the opinion of the German
concilia‘ors about the character of the present stage of stabili-
sation. It seemed to me at first as though the conciliators had
really taken upon this question a standpoint simrilar to the one
laid down in the resolution of the VI. World Congress. For
instance, Comrade Ulbricht has drawn my attention to a highly
charac eristic fact: in a speech by Comrade Ewert, which I had
read, it was quite clearly emphasised that along with stabilisa-
tion there was a sharpening of the contradicticns in Germany;
vet in his first speech in the C.C. he did no! menlon this.
Was <his a matter of chance? Of course, it was not. On care-
fully studying the formulae of Comrade Humbert-Droz I could
see that they are affected by the same one-sided view. Thus,
he spoke literally about the period of the stabiltsation cf oapi-
talism and of the sireng-hening of the S:ate power of capitalism.

(Humbert-Droz: And what did I say afterwards? About
the class siruggles, about the war danger!)

To be sure, Comrade Humbeit-Droz mentions also tha con-
tradictions of capitalism, but he does not treat themn as poli-
lical factors from which political deduciions are to be made;
he makes his political deductions solely from the perspeciive
of stabilization. In this manner the revolutionary perspective
vanishes. A certain sharpening of the class contradic.ions weat
on even during the period of the greatest prosperity of capi-
wlism. Yet the perspective, as we see it today, is not one of
ihe conso’ida‘ion of the stabilisation of the capitalist sys‘em,
but on the contrary, the decline and collapse of stabilisation.
This is *he deciding fact.

I believe I was right in saying that it was an exaggeration
to assert that the conciliators had the same perspective as the
Social-Democracy; yet it is equally clear that they are over-
estimaling the stabilisation of capitalism in the present period.
What is really new in the political resolution of the V1. World
Congress? The statement about the fact of stabilisation? Oh no,
that was already repeatedly stated by the Comintern. But the
VI. Congress has given us new, or at least more precise reasons
for the revolutionary perspective, namely by pointing out the
growing acuteness of the capitalist contradictions, by pointing
out the inevitable, undermining antagonisms of capitalism. This
leads precisely to the line ol the VI. World Congress, which
is now obviously ignored by the conciliators. For insiance.
when Comrade Droz particularly objects to the statement by
Comrade Neumann to the effect that the present mass fights are
undermining the capitalist stabilisation, 1 fail to see what is
wrong in this assertion. For it is quite clear that the present
mass fights are bound to undermine the capitalist stabilisation.
The capitalist stabilisation is being undermined by the deepening
of the capitalist contradictions, by the political activisation o1
the working masses, by the accelerated radicalisation of the
labour movement. An accelerated ripening of the revolutionary
crisis is going on, and this is the most important fact. Hence
not the perspective of consolidation and stabilisation, but rather
the perspective of undermined stabilisation is correct. There is
as vet no rise of the revolutionary tide, in this Comrade Droz
is absolutely right; but nobody has asserted this. There is only
a ripening of the revolutionary tide which is going on, even
if at a slow pace.

Ferhaps in the resolution of the VI. World Congress this
was not yet expressed so concretely and clearly as to leave
no room for any other interpretation. Since the VI. World
Congress a number of important events have taken place, anl
above all, great economic fights in a number of -capitalist
countries, which have enabled us already to concretise somewhni
more closely the resolution of the VI. World Congress whilst
still remaining upon precisely the same line. And when it is
now said in the submitted draft of the Open Letter that in the
present stage there is a continuous ripening of the postul:tes
for the coming revolutionary tide, it means precisely the con-
cretisation of the line of the VI. World Congress which is now
essential,

It seems as though Comrade LCroz, instead of sharpening
the struggle against the Social-Democracy, would like to say:
a “wiser struggle” against the Social-Democracy. Well, Comrade
Droz, a wiser fight against the Social-Democracy will always
be necessary. But at the present time it is also necessary to
wage a sharper fight aga'nst the Social-Democracy. Any con-
cealmen. of the fundamental difference between the line of
Communism ani of Social-Democracy helps only the Social-
Democrats to hinder the emancipation of the masses from their
influence. A clearly drawn bolshevist line in the practical
struggles, a sharp demarkation from the Social-Democratic
practice and theory, is essential iust now.

The very opposite is being done by the Rights in the
German Party: they ®are helping the Social-Democracy to de-
monsirate that there is really no substantial difference between
the Social-Democratic line and a “reasonable” — as they sav
— Communist policy, i. e. as long as it is not an ultra-Left
policy, as even Comrade.Droz has characterised the policy of
the Party majority of the C. P. G. Hence the best aid to the
German Social-Democracy at the present moment is furnishcd
by the Right faction in the C. P. G. Indeed, under the present

v

situation this is the historic mission of the Right faction in .

the C. P. G. The so--alled “Left” socialdemocratic leaders
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I'aul Levi, Toni Sender etc., have so discredited themselves by -

their -pariicipation in the coalition policies of the Right social-
democratic leaders that they are no longer able to .carry out
their historic mission of diverting the social-democratic working
masses any further from the road towards the Communist Party.
An auxiliary force must therefore be found within the C. P.
to carry out this historic mission of the Left social-democrats.
It is precisely for this reason that the Right faction is so
dangerous at the present moment; there are historic postulates
for its existence. Whether it will grow imto a big party, is a
maiier which 1 doubt. Yet even if it will form an ever so
littte group between the C. P. and the S. P., it will be of
political service to the Social-Democracy against Communism.

Criticisms have been levelled here at the erroneous for-
mulae of some leading comrades, for instance the *break
through fights”; at the same {ime it was ignored wherein
the grain of truth is contained even in such erroneous state-
ments, It is important how the Communist Party behaves
towards capitalist stabilisation. What has been the aititude of
the ultra-Lefts towards the fact of capitalist stabilisation?

They knew nothing better than {o reply by empty
shouts, They proved incapable of carrying out bolshe-
vist activity in the course of capitalist stabili;ation; ali they
could do was to indulge in Left phraseviogy. On the other
hand, the Rights conceive the necessily for aaapting themselves
10 the capitalist stabilisation. Yet the bolshevist slandpoint is
to act in the prcoper manner against the caritalist stabiiisaiion,
to contribute, as a Party, to the undermin'ng ani combat of
capifalist stabilisation. This revulutionarz attitude towards capi-
talist stabilisation is revealed even in the erroneous stztementis
made by the respective leading comrades in Germany, and sub-
stamtially this is the only correct line.

It seems 1o me as though Comrade Humbert-Droz, regard-
less of his experience in our work, has forgoiten who the
Right leaders in Germany are. Thus, this question was lirastied
out already at the V. World Congress, and we recollect that
these Right leadcrs have never realised or admiited the cardi-
nal mis‘ake which they commitied in 1923. They are still descri-
bing this cardinal mistake, like Comrade 'l";lalheimer, as a
“legend”. Is this a matter of chance? No, is seems to me that
both Brandler and Thalheimer, who caine into the Communist
movement from the soocial-democratic ofgosition, have not vet
exnerienced a real ‘“‘socialist” revoludon in their own heads.
It is true, we have a great many excellent conirades who have
come to us from the ranks of the Social-Democracy; yet we
must say that this is by no means an easy road. Many of our
comrades who have traversed this rcad have found it necessary
o experience even several revolutions in their heads. Yet if
we consider the evolution cf such officials like Hausen, for in-
stance, who was here, it can be seen quite plainly that he
has continued to be a Left social-democrat, although he bclie-
ved himself 10 be a Communist. He has told us that in 1923
he followed Brandler, but that since thcn he was one of Meyer’s
supporters until the spring of the currem year. This strikes
me as the greatest poiitical discrediting of the Meyer group.
Hausen's statement has cleared up with one blow, what in rea-
lity has been the role of the Meyer group. Hausen and the
others were wih Meyer at the time when they were living
undergiound mn our Party, when they had no possibiiity of
aorenly advocating their views, when there was absolutely no
demand for their policiecs. Now, since the spring, when the
Comintern has made a move tfowards the Lcft. the Rights are
driven by the unavoidable impulse of making an c¢;en move
towards the Right.

Comrade Humbert-Droz believes that by having a few
cha's with Brandler and Thalheimer the latier would have been

-won over to the correct line. Yet he is quite naive when he

believes that it would have been possible by means of kindly
talk to save these Rights who have really followed a Leit
social-democratic {ine in the course of ten years whilst wearing
a Communist garb. Comrade Serra has declared in his resolu-
tion that the inner-larty course of the present leadership of the
C.T. G, even if it afforded no direct justification, could at least
serve as an “exgl::laﬁon” for the opolitical platfform of the
Rights. This is absolutely wrong. This platform of the Rights
has been the same in 1923, as well as before and after. It is
for this reason that a split with the Rights has row #aken place.

If one really understands their historic role at this momeni.
their role as a group cf the kind of a 2!/, In'ermational between
the Communist movement and the Social-Democracy, one must
say that every Communist must decide, and there can be no
other decision for a Communist, in favour of a relentless struggle
by the Communist I'arty against the Rights.

It were an exaggeration {o say that these Rights would
now simply go over 1o the Social-Democracy. I know not when
they may eventually go over {o the Social-Democracy, but just
now they will play their role between the Social-Democracy
and the Communist Party. Should they not take up this middie
position, as was done for instance by Paul Levi and Friesland.
they would not be of any dangerous significance as regards
retarding the radicalisation of the masses. They happen to be
dangerous particularly when they do not directly go over to
the Social-Democracy, but prefer to play a middle role.

The unconscious defence of the Rights by Comrade Hum-
bert-Droz finds even a comical exprcssion when he says: is a
Right says ‘two and iwo are four’, should we not agree that
it is so? In politics one has to take a definilie stand, and if it
is a question of choosing between the Left Social-Democratic
and the Communist standpoint, one has to take an unequivocal
stand on one side or the olher, there can be no middle course.
If one says, I part company with these Right Communis's who
are really Social-Democrats whilst I shall fight also agains:
the Communist Partv, it is a position which is perfectly unten-
able. f Commade Humbert-Droz so believes, he really does
not take a stand against the Rights, but ra‘her against the Com-
munist Tarty, the same as the conciliators in Germany who are
in practice waging a shanp fight against the I'arty leadership.

If on the question of the perspective such confusion is rea-
ched as it was by the Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra, this
can be described as a lack of revolutionary perspective. Under
such conditions it is impossible to understand the new tasks
which emerge in the present situation of the trade union que-
stion and on cther important questions.

It seems to me that the leading e'einenis of the Rights in
Germany are already really outside of the larty; they regre-
sent an extra-I'arty group standing between the Communist
novement and the Social-Democracy. On the other hani, the
conciliators represent in reality the Right wing of the Comn-
nwumist Tarty. Indeed, their struggie against the Farty majority
under the present circumsiances oonslitutes a fagrant Right
mistake. If this does not hinder and prevent the struggle against
the Right danger in Germany, then nothing else does. It is my
earnest convicticn that Comrade Droz should clearly and se-
riously grasp this fact. I am of the opinion that the line laiul
down in the draft resolution submitted by the Commission is
entirely correct. ‘
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Full Text of Speech by Comrade Losovsky.

~ Comrades; ihe situation in the German Party at the prescnt
lime is very serious and those decisions which we will a-:lor(
now, will, undoubtedly, have an international significance. In
this sense, we can agree with what has been said by Comrade
Clara Zetkin in 1he beginning of the session, when she proposed
1o postpone the consideration of this question, But just because
the decision which we must adopt has a great international sig-
nificance, it is just the reason why it must be taken as quickly as
poss:ble. And now the answer must be given to those questions
which are raised at the present time by the growing activity of
the Right faction in the 8 P. G.

For politically inexperienced people it would appear, that
the struggle within the German Communist larty has as its
starting point the moral considerations of the Wittorf case, etc.
But it is quite clear for everyone that the Hamburg incident was
only a pretext, upon which various elements, not only within
the Party, but chiefly in the Central Committee seized. And
only after the Presidium of the Comintern adopted a political
decision on this question, only then it became clear that the
Hamburg incident is only a petty pretext used by the Rights.
Because, in reality, on account of the fact that in Hamburg there
were misappropriated 1800 marks — an event of the greatest
historic importance — it could not in any degree follow that the
decisions of the VI. Congress are incorrect, that the programme
of the Comintern is inacceptable and that the entire Comintern
holds an incorrect line. It is quite apparent that this entire
staging of the Hamburg case on a national wide scale in
Germany and then an attempt to carry the Hamburg case inio
the entire Comintern was nothing more nor less than a strategic
manceuvre. We have to deal now with serious political differenc.s,
we have 1o deal now with serious disagreements and for this
reason all these peity matters have a very small significance.

The extermal form of those documents, about which Com-
rade Serra spoke condescendiingly, also do not have a great
significance in the present case. Comrade Serra undoubtedly has
a2 very refined literary taste and he could write these documents
in a much better way but we do not argue with Comrade Serra
about the literary form, but about the content, and if Comrade
Serra desires that the content of the letter should be writlen in
a somewhat better style, not a single member of the Presidium
would argue against it. But his talent of literary siyle was
directed, in this case, towards writing a document of a different
political content, and this is unacceptable. For this reason Com-
rade Serra. we shall argue with you, not about the form but
regarding the essence of the documents, regarding the essence
of a split existing in the C. P. G.

I would like to dwell here chiefly on the differences and dis-
agreements in the sphere of the trade union tactics, because in
this question fundamen‘al d.flerences have been reflected, re-
garding the method of winning over the masses, i. e., that
fundamental question which has always occupied the attention of
the C. 1. And #f in a few words, we shall define in what
consists the essence, the roots of the differences, then we rhust
state that they consist of the following: The factional struggle
on the part of the Rights sharpened, beginning with that very
moment, when the Comintern and the Profintern decided to
sharpen the siruggle against social democracy, and the moment
when the Cominie.n and Profintern decided to sharpen the
stru%gle against trade union bureaucrats, at the IX. Flenum of
the E. C. of the C. L., at the iV, Congress of the R. I. L. U,, at
the VI. Congress of the Comintern. From this moment the
Right faction within the C. P. G. has definitely shaped its poli-
tical line and advanved a new platform. In this lies the root
of 1he differences and 1 wish that Comrade Serra would give an
answer {o this question. Because, in reality, a’l the difierences
within the C. P. G. revolve in the sphere of the attitude towards
the social democracy. The question of our attitude towards the
methods of winning over the masses and the attitude of our
Farty toward social-democracy and the trade union bureaucracy
is reflected in the trade union questions ani the problem of the
strike committee. If we take this basic problem ani ask ourselves
what position is taken at the p-esent time by the Right faction
within the German Communist Party in relation to this funia-
mental question — whether it was necessary to sharpen the
struggle against the social democracy — yes, or no, — what do

the Rights say in regard to this question? They say the following:
the Comintern and the Profintern (they say so word for word)
have purposely invented some sort of a change in the character
of social-democracy and of the trade union bureaucracy in order
to create counter-arguments and fo carry out its own tactic.
This is actually written in that number of “Against the Current”,
which does not particularly beautify the German Right faction
ani those who defend it.

v

In general, Comrades, the Comintern opposition has acquired
such a habit: as soon as they begin to go out of the Comni-
intern, they proceed to issue an organ “Against the Current”.

Such was the case in France, and is now taking place in
Germany. They want to utilise the historic example of Lenin in

1614 when he issued the slogan against the chauvinist current in
the working class. Against what current do they go? They go
against the Communist current and for this reason their organ
should be called: “Against the Communist Current”’, This will
be clear. There is no use aping. There is no use taking up ban-
ners which have no relation to the deeds of this faction ani
which cannot in any degree cover that opportunism and that
openly social-democratic, thoroughly decayed spirit with which
are permeated absolutely all writings of this German opposition.

Let us return to the essence of the argument. And so the
Comintern and the Profiniern have purposely invented change:
in the character of social-democracy and in its policy in order
to find justification for their tactic. In a number of this organ
“Against the Curremt” they quote the fundamental resolutions of
the Comintern and Profintern dealing with the characterisation of
the present Amsterdam trade union bureaucracy, namely the
merging together with the apparatus of the bourgeois state.
the participation in the suppression by the police of the strike
movements ani so on. And about this characteristic they say:
“Here, this characteristic, given by the 1V. Congress of the
R. I. L. U. represents an excessive exaggeration”. Not simp'y
an exaggeraiion but an excessive exaggeration. And further: “did
not Noske betray the workers in 1919, was the social democrac
of fen years ago better? It would seem that out of the fact that
the social-democracy was the same as at the present time, it
would have been necessary to make the conclusions regarding
the sharpening of the struggle against the social-democracy be-
fore. But they advance all this not for the purpose of defending
the I'ne of the Comintern but in order to find a loophole in order
to prove that no changes took place, that everything remains as
of old, that the Amsterdam trade union bureaucrats carry out
the economic struggle, that the Amster’amers did not go over
from political to economic strike breaking, that the merging
together with the apparatus of the bourgeois state, did not take
place, that those changes about which the resolutions of the
IV. Congress of the R, I. L. U. and the VI. Congress of the
Comintern speak, did not take place. And if it is so. then,
according 1o their opinion, it is necessary to leave everything as
of old, as it was in the old times.

But comrades, what old times do they want? In this organ
“Against the Current”, in three numbers in succession, they
charge the Com'ntern and the C. P. G. that the Comintern ani
the I'rofintern, on certain questions. changed their old position
or adopted new formulations regarding our tactic, which differs
fiom the position taken by the I, Congress of the Comintern
and the II. Congress of the Profintern, etc. Consequently, i
scems that we create such a situation: that we are calling the
Congresses of the Comintern and of the ['rofintern in order to
repeat that which has been already said beiore. Because, if we
did not make at the Congresses of the Comintern and the Prof-
intern conclusiocns out of the new develorments which arose in
the international, inter-state, and inter-class relationships, then
it would not be necessary to call the congresses.

But, comraies, what are they refcrring {5, whkat are the,
chiefly emrhasising? They hkave several funiamental sic'king
points. And these several fundamental poin's thev are con-cr.-
trating around the quesiicn of our trade umicn policy. But it i<
necessary to sce that a'l ile oiher questions revolve around the
question ol the trade vnicn policy. I am dealing only with the
question of the trade vnion policy and with those weak 505
which they found in the decisions of the IV. Congress of the
R. I. L. U. and the decis‘ons of the VI. Congress of the C. I
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First of all 1 was exceedingly pleased by Comrade Serra,
who studied, with pencil in his hand, the decisions of the
IV. Congress of the R. 1. L. U. and quoted certain parts which
he thought, justified his line. Comrade Serra, during tﬁz course of
half an hour, has tried to prove here that it is necessary to work
in the reformist unions. Please notice, that every time when in
the Communist International in the sphere of the trade union
work an opportunistic error is contemplated, there begins a
coun'er-attack with the cry: Do not leave the trade unions, do
not split the trade unions, etc. This, comrades, is a very clever
strategic manoeuvre but in view of the fact that in the Profintern
and in the Comintern we have repeatedly seen it, it is impossible
to fool us. We argue with them not on the question as to
whether it is necessary to work in the trade unions, but on the
question how to work, what to do there and how to conduct the
struggle with the reformists. And it is not necessary to come
1o the Comintern and to quote the resolutions proposed by us
and to speak about the necessity of work in the trade unions.
Wiih such manoeuvres you will not confuse anyone. except
vourself. The question consists in determining how to work in
the trade unions, what to do in the trade unions, what work
o carry on and how to sharpen our struggle against the social-
democracy and against the reformist trade union bureaucracy.
I ask Comrade Serra, if in his opinion, it is accidental that the
opposition within the C. P. G. has grown up at the time when
the C. I decided to sharpen the struggle. against the social-
demogracy? Is it accidenial, in your opinion? Do you think that
it is an accident that the Right opposition finally took definite
form at the time when we carried out a number of decisions
to the effect that the Farty must fight for an independent leader-
ship in the economic struggles? Do you think that this is
accidental? No! Here are manifested those social-democratic
remnants, that sccial-democratic ideoslogy which still has its
influence on a number of Communist functionaries in Germany.
This is not an accident. Such a coincidence should have com-
peiled such leading comirades as Conirade Serra and others to
think, But let us go further. What do they propose in oprosition
1o that which is being done by the Communist Farty? ‘Ihey say
“The bankruptcy of the Party line, which means the line of the
Comintern and the DProfintern, was with particular clearncss
shown in the Ruhr conflict. In the Ruhr the Party has suffered a
defcat and here the new position of the Profinte.n ani the
Comintern has also sviiered a defeat. Look, is it true or not?
Wkt are the fundamental changes which have taken place in
cconomics? If the resolutions declaring that we have. parti-
cularly in Germany, great successes of the caritalist rationalisa-
tion, signed by Comrade Serra and others are true. and it is
undoubtedly true, then 1 confirm that the capitalist stabilisation
signifies a change in the struciure of the masses of the workers
c¢mploved in production. Tt means that the number of the highly
qualificd workers will become smaller. it means the drawing
in of the new cadres of the untrained and women proletariat.
It micans that millions of new workers who play a decisive role
in production, are drawn into industries and that the Party which
bcars the name of the revolutionary Party not in vain, but which
is actually revolutionary, must now pay attention to these
new millions of the unskilled woikers and women who are
handiing all the production machines, under the supervision of a
very small number of skilled workers. And if the Party will
not do this, then such a Tarty is unworthy to bz called a
revolutionary, a Comnunist Party. Such a change in the struc-
ture of the working class — is an entirely new process which
has taken place in the economics of capitalist society, the new
phcnomena which were taken into account by the Comintern and
the I'rofintern. This, Comrade Serra, must be seen. But, Comrade
Serra does not see it and he gets tangled up in a forest of three
trees repeating one and the same thing and failing to see that
new preblems, in the sense of the new methods of action, are
confronting us in order that we may be able to set in motion
new broad masses of the workers whom it is necessary to lead
into a struggle both against the bourgecoisie and against the
social-democracy. And out of this grow absolutely all the sins,
not only of the Right faction in Germany, but also all the
sins in the arguments of Comrade Serra. And truly, what does

- the right faction say? First of all, they state that the very fact
. that the Party appeals to the unorganised, the very fact that the

unorganised were drawn into the strike committees is the
violation of our tactic, is the violation of our line and that this
icars away the organised from the unorganised.

What kind of a Party would we be, if in this lockout, where
€0,000 organised and 118,000 unorganised were locked out, we
did not appeal to the two-thirds of the proletarians who are
unorganised? We would then resemble the same scoundrelly
social-democrats who, from the height of their social democratic
machine, look down upon the unorganised workers, upon this
“common trash”. We would prove that we did not unierstand
the new processes which are taking place, had we not appealel
to this two-thirds of the proletarians, had we not attempted io
draw them into the struggle, had we not organised them inwo
the strike committees and did not draw them towards us in
order to mobilise them agzinst the social-democratic reformist
apparatus ol the trade unions. 1 am askin¥l you — what is there
in this that is uncommunistic, what is here that is unrevols-
tionary, what goes here against the line of the Cominiern?

Comrrade Serra. if he will stop to think, will say of ourse
that he is not entirely in agreement with the Rights, then he
will say that he is entirely not in agreement, and if he wil
think a little bit more then, perhaps he will sharply come out
against them. Because that line which has been taken at the
present time by -the Right faction of the C. P. G. has in view
not only to work within the trade unions, — about this there
is no quarrel, — but to await thai moment when we will be
able to win over the reformist apparatus. They have in view
not to strive at the present time for an independent leadership
of the struggle, not to strive that the Party should cairy on
these struggles through the strike committees, but {0 await that
moment, when the trade union apparatus will be in our hands
and we will be able through the trade union apparatus to carry
on the strikes. | confirm that this is the most common social-
democratic cretinism, which has absoluiely nothing in common
with Leninism ani with the entire line of the Comintern.

But let us go further. Let us take that which they write.
They say: (comrades, 1 will not quote although 1 have a whole
pile of these quotations) — the (}’arl which now appealed
the unorganised is turned into the Party of the unorganised.
And word by word, the “Vorwiirts” writes the very same thing.
You can find there verbatim quotaton from the organ of the
Right Communists: “Against the Current”. The “Vorwirts'
writes: “The Communist Tarty of Germany is turning into 2
Party of the unorganised”. You undersiand that on this question
“Vorwiirts” took the same position as the Right Communisis
for the very reason that we, 1 organising the unorganised, hane
struck a blow at the most rainful and more sensitive part 1
the reformists. The “Vorwiiits ' undersiood this, and the Righ:
faction of the C. . G. did not understand it. But Comrade Serra
is a member of the [olitical Secretariat and he should unile:-
sfand it. He must understand that if we succeeded in leading.
let us say, 118,000, or one third of that number, — about 1he
numbers | will not argue, — this is the business of the German
comrades — but whether it is 118,600 or one half of that, -
I am asking you, is it not a gigantic gain for the Party, il we
were successful in leading tens of thousands of the unorganised
I think that such attacks of the Right faction against our appeal
to the unorganised, against the drawing them into the strike
commniittees, against our attempts to play a leading role in the
economic struggles is a thoroughly anti-Communist posiiion.
They reply: Here in the resolution of the HIl. Congress ol the
Comintern, it is stated that the Party does not independentl:
lead the struggles, that it must lead through the trade wuniouns.
Just think of it, the people who call themselves Communisis arc
quoting the resolution of the Comintern Congress of 1921 aund
saying that in these resolutions it is stated that it is necessar:
to lead the struggles not directly but through the trade wunion-
Regarding what did we speak, when we wrote this resolution-:
We did not state that the Party must itself lead, but that
must lead through the non-Party revolutionary orgams, whethe
they will be called strike committees, commiitees against (i
locf)('out, the trade unions, etc. But what must be done if ith
reformist {rade union apparatus does not want to carry on th
strike? It is clear that we must seek other means of wunifyin
the working masses for the strike. To understand the resolutio
in such a formal manner and to speculate with the resoluitio:
to argue against our playing the leading role in the econom
struggle. by leading them through the non-Party orgarisation. -
this, in the true sense of the word, is a play upon ignorance. Ar
this is being done by the Right faction within the C. IP. G.

But there is something still worse. And this worse thing
will now illustrate to you. A gigantic conflict is takingr pla%
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lhe forces of the Party are not very great in Germany and in
ihe Ruhr the Party is not particularly strong. This we know.
Under the pressure of the Comintern and the Profintern the
I'arty sends scores of men in order to assist the organisation of
the organised, to create committees, in order to counter-act the
~ressure of the manufacturers. What is being done at such a
moment by the Rights? They are sending their people not in
order to assist the Party in organising the struggle, but in order
© come out at the meetings and to prove that the FParty is
carrying on an incorrect line. What i1s written in the organ
“Against the Current” which came out in the very heat of the
ockout in Germany? There it is written that the line which has
veen carried out by the Party is the Left liquidatorism, that this
's a double-meaning tactic, that this is a policy of adventure, that
'mis is a false destructive path, and in conclusion it states that:
*hat what the Party is doing in the Ruhr is not revolutionary
bui counter-revolutionary. Did you hear. comrades, that is the
way it is written: That what has been done by the Party in the
Ruhr, is — counter-revolutionary.

_This is written in the organ “Against the Current”. (A voice:
This 15 written by Enderle.)

I do not know the name of this “Communist”, but that he
is not a Communist is very clear. I am asking you — in the
neat of the struggle, at the time of the lockout, in the organ
which is created against the Party, in the organ which is called
" \gainst the Communist Current”, in this organ there is a state-
mint that the Party carried on a counter-revolutionary policy.
I am asking you: if the C. P. G. is carrying on a coun:er-
revolutionary policy, then such “revolutionisis” have nothing
0 do in this Tarty and this is the worst kind of strike-breaking,
because this is a blow in the back of the Communist Party, when
these people come out during the struggle and state that the Farty
+ carrying on a counier-revolutionary policy. 1 ask Comrade
Niroa, can we agree with this and does he think that these
reonle can be convinced to the contrary. Il Comrade Serra wants
*» convince them, then why didn't he do it before? If Comrade
Humbert-D:oz can convince them. than so much the better! But
do not forget that they were not convinced either by the de-
cisions of the Congress of the Profintern or by the decisions of
‘e Congress of the C. I. Can it be, that if you will give themn
tme of a few mouths then it will be possible to convince them.
[hey have a social-democratic formulation and a social-de:no-
vratic line and in the fufure only life will convince tham.

I will cite a few quotations from this remarkable numier
“\gainst the Current”, it is really monstrous. This is written by
the so-called local correspondents without a signature, from
tie editorial board:

~ *“The meetings in the Ruhr took place with an insigni-
ficant attendence of the workers, The Conununists have
against them a consolidated front of the workers.”

Here is what is written in this organ. We get the following,
in the Ruhr the Communists have against themselves the workers.
N\ot a consolidated front of the manufacturers and the social-
Jemocracy but a consolidated front of the proletariat. And
Lirther, it ironically and humorously relates that at a certain factory
‘tere are five thousand workers and only five men came to
‘re meeting. This is a most dastardly and unheard of mockery
1t what actually took place in the Ruhr. We have information
~ot only from the local Communists, but also from some of
«ur Russian comrades who were in the Ruhr, and we know
“hat in reality the new tactic of the workers has raised to action
new strata of tens of thousands of workers. Even if not 118,000,
but only 40—30 thousand, but does it mean that we have a
united front of the workers against us. And do you know how
one of the articles which is printed in “Against the Current’
ends? |t ends in this way:

“One experiences a sense of shame when one sees the
factic of the Party in the Ruhr and its attempt to organise
the unorganised, etc.”

Of course, comrades, 1 know that Comrade Serra is a very
0od-hearted man and so on, but there is a limit to everything.
ow can you permit that the members of the Party, being within

the Party, should have on the matter of such an impo;tant contlict
-A diametrically contrary opinion. The Party thinks that it is
€lrying on a revolutionary policy; the Comintern thinks that
s carrying on a revolutionary policy; we suppose that the

Profintern is carrying on a correct line. And now the com-
rades come and say that this line is counter-revolutionary. We I,
comrades, what do you think, — can you seriously assume that
here we can limit ourselves to a purely ideclogical aciion? Un-
doubtedly you went much further than you yourselves expected.
Ani what conclusion does this organ make? It concludes that
on account of the line of the I'arty in the Ruhr, the influcn:e
of the Party, the role of the Party in the struggle of the wor-
kers in the Ruhr district was never so insignin:ant as at the
present time. I will not quote a number of other passages f om
the same documents where it is stated that the Part: g.ves fil:e
information to the Press, that the reports of the I'ress to the
effect that thousands of workers are atliending meetings is a
conscious deception of the working class and so on, All this is
written. But comrades, do not think that this is written only
by the people from the “Aga‘nst the Current”, The same thinz
is also being written by Maslow's fo lowers. They write worl
for word, verbatim, the very same thing. “The confidence of
the workers is particularly strongly undermined by the Ham-
burg events, particularly in view of the fact that the oppo-
sition in the trade union has suffered a complete collajpse.”’
This Trapichkin, an eye-witness f.om the Maslow organ, writes
the very same thing and relates the very same thing although
he pretends to estimate the position of the Farty from the so-
called Left, The Iarty does not dare to advance the slogan of
the strike commitiee, the Party lost influence, the wo. kers do
not come ta the meetings, etc. Comrades, I ask you, how is it
ncceszary to act when we have such a situation, where the
larty is siraining all its forces, when the [larty is carrying
on the most serious strugg'es, which are supported by the
Comin‘ern, the struggles which the Comintern and TIrofintcin
cousider as the carrying out and the application of the line of
the VI. Congress of the Comintern, — what attitude can we have
toward those inembers of the Party who occupy such a position
as the Right Communists in Germany?

Now, Comrade Serra, instead of discussing in what
measure all this is permissible, occupies himself with an en-
tirely different question. He looks in an entirely different dJi-
rection. He does not see that the entire conception of the Rights
goes against the Comintern. He fails 10 see it. But he consilders
that at the present time, the course of the larty is on the whole
ultra-Left, that the I'arty has an insignificant influence in the
trade unions, o as he expresses it, that the Tarty does no:
carry on trade union work. At the same time, as an cxampie
of the fact that the I'arty works pcorly in the trade unions.
hc cites that at the last Congress of the A. D. G. B. they had
three delegates and that secondly the reformists work well and
that the number of membe:s of the A. D. G. B, has increased
by 4€0--560,000 men,

Cemrade Seria, who went through the school of the Italian
{rade unions and knows the methods of the Italian reformists
and the fascists, knows how the entire local organisations weie
barred from the congresses, when thiey elected Left delegates.
The same thing is being done, and even with greater success,
in Germany. He cannot help kiowing that the following is
applied in Germany: As soon as a local branch is won ovcer
then it is immediately dissolved and a Commissar is sent there.
He knows that when at the cong.ess of the A. D. G. B. in
Berlin Communist Delegates were elected, that their credentials
were annulled. And insiead cf observing under what conditions
our comrades are compriled to work, and against what a great
apparatus it is necessary to siruggie, and instead of observing
how great is the influcnce of the Tarty in the masses and
among the members of the trade unions, instead of that he
measures the influence of the Puarty at the top. Of course the
higher we go the smaller is the influence of the Communists.
Of course, they are entirely absent in the A. D. G. B. and they
are also entirely absent in the Central Committee of various
un‘ons. Does it mean that we have no influence there? No.
it does not mean tkat, we have there great iniluence, How is
it then that you do not pay attention to this, how can you
blame the Party for such things? And. on the other hani.
Comrade Serra puts it {o the credit of the German reforinists
that their trade unions have grown by 450—500.4)0. Comrade
Serra does not take into account the fact that the growth in
the membership of the Trade Unions took place as a result of
the fact that in the course of three years we have carried on
a persistent agitation among the workers in Germany o join
the trade unions. We overcame the senseless policy of Ruth
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Fischer, but this does not mean that having overcome this
policy, we must ﬁo along the line of the social democracy, i. e,
to agree with that malicious anti-Communist line which ex-
presses itself in the slogan “Zwingt die Bonzen” (Force the
reformists). This conception maintained by the Right Commu-
nists in Germany, would condema the Parly to an elernal deli-
very of revolutionary speeches without any kind of revolu-
tionary deeds. He who rejects the attempt of an independent
leadership of the struggle, will never wrest the leadership {rom
the hands of the social-democracy. He who does not see the
unorganised, will never understand why it is necessary to
struggle with the social-democracy.

Instead of condemming this incorrect formulation, Comrade
Serra, in quoting a number of documents, fried to prove that
it is necessary to work within the trade unions (this is — America
for the Profintern). And he was also attempting to prove that
the Profintern resolution has some good paragraphs. In the
resolution of the I'rofintern there is a special sub-division re-
garding the strike committees. Are you in agreement with it
or not? Do you agree that it is necessary {o struggle for an
independent leadership of the trade unions, that it is necessary
to draw the unorganised inio the strike committees? And if you
agree, then why do you not come out against those who are
disrupting this work, who are acting against it? Why do vou
not come out against it? I think that Comrade Serra wanted to
fini some sort of a middle line. He wanted to preserve some
sort of an equi'ibrium, But comrades, there were creited very
vnsiable equilibriums, much more unstable, than the capitalist
stabilisation. With all its instability the capitalist stab’lisation
is nevertheless much more siable than that position which was
defended here by Comrade Serra. He could not make both ends
meet, Why? Because, instead of seeking that which is the main

danger in the leadership in Germany, he sought individual -

crrors. If we go to the Ruhr ani see what work took place
ihe-e, then it is possible to find there many weaknesses and
many shortcomings which it is necessary 1o correct in that or
the other resolution. There are these or the other errors. but
is it in this that the centre of gravity of the question lies?
Where is the main enemy in Germany? The VI. Congress of the
C. L. stated: The main enemy — is the Right danger. And where
is the main enemy as Comrade Serra puts it? He considers that
in Germany the main enemy — is a certain exaggeration in the
formulations which he quoied. Pardon me, but it is impossible
not to see that which is virtually staring into the eyes of
everyone. You do not see that in Germany we have a newly
formed I"arty. Perhaps not a big party, but it never will be big.
Is it acridental that in the organ “The Unity” (Einheit) there are
articles by Thalheimer and Brandler and those of a large num-
ber of social-democrats. 1 quoted in my report at the Congress
the speech of the social-democrat Benevick who says the same
thing as the Rights. We have a b'ock of the Left Social-De-
mo-racy and of the Right Communists. a block which is béing
Inrmed within our Party for the struggle against the Comintern,
for the struggle against the Profintern, Comrade Serra, instead
of fighting this danger and of s!ating definitely that we must
put and end to this, instead of that he comes and relates that the
letters of the Comintern are very poorly wrilten, that they are
on the level of some kind of a provincial judge.

Comrade Serra is a very experienced orator and an old
po'itical worker, and if he became so badly tanglet up them
this is. of corrse. dve to the fact that he has a confused posi-
tion Ani if the position is confused then it is impossible to
do anything good.

The tast question is about the groun of reconciliators which
exists within the German Comniunist PPartv. Look how the si-
tuation is deve'op'ng there. When the Comintern ani the larty
pliced the em=hasis on the ideological struggle, reconciliators
state ! that the siruggle was necessary on two fronts. bnth
agains: the Rights and against the Central Committee. At the

same {ime, chiefly against the Central Committee. When in the
Party and in the Comintern the question arose about the ex-
pulstons, then the reconciliators counter-act this and say: No,
not expulsion but an ideological struggle. At the same time, in
order to prove that the ideological struggle is chiefly neces-
sary, they are quoting the speech of Comrade Stalin at the l:si
I'lenum, — Comrade Stalin himself can refute them — and the:
say that Comrade Stalin places the emphasis on the ideological
struggle against the Rights. But comrades, it is necessary to have
even a litlle common sense, and | ask you, will any of the
Rights in the C.P.S.U. (b) say that which has been said b
the Rights in the “Against the Curremt”? And do you think
that our larty even for one moment would wait with con-
clusions if anyone would say that the tactic of our Party »
countcr-vrevolutionary. It is necessary to understand we camns
take a$ a comparison that which has been stated by Comrade
Stalin in relation to the Rights who are afraid to speak, whe
are only appealing with letters to the Ceniral Committee, an:
even that in an isolated way. It is in relation to them that he
said that it is necessary to place the emphasis on the ideologica,
siruggle anl on the basis of that they propose in German
also not to expel those who rebelled against the Party, ani
who have formed their own Party, jointly with the Left Sociy
Democrais., What does this look like? Where is the logic? |
think that this is a roften position, and those of the comrades
;vho hold this position cannot long retain it as it is dangerou:
or them.

Regarding the draft of these letters, — let us admit that :n
a literary sense they are not particularly good. 1 think thx
the Presidium of the Cominiern will gladly accept all impro-
vements in these letters which will be Yroposed by Comrad.
Serra, if they will not deviate from the line of the Cominters.
— from these letters it can be seen that the Comintern draw:
a distinction between the Rights and ithe reconciliators. At
far as the Rights are concerned, it may be stated that in ti
Cominiern they are hanging on a very thin thread which »
99% torn. As far as the reconciliators are concerned, they arc
confron.ed with the problem — will they in the future cun
tinue 1o consider that the Rights are a “legal shading” with
the Comintern? In one of the leiters, namely in the clos:!
letter, the Comintern proposes that you should say to t
Central Committce of the C.D.G. that it is necessary to carn
on a differentiated policy in relation to the rights and toward
the reconciliators. One group openly rebelled against the lart
created a faction, and others are still tangled up, and for th:
reason a differentia.ed policy is necessary.

I ask Comrade Serra, is he in agreement with this or no”’
Apparently Comrade Serra is in agreement because he did no
speak about this part of the Letter. But this cannot be stfn
from his position. That is the reason why it is necessary &
tie together both ends. It is necessary to cast aside all pe::
matters, all formal questions, all superfluious matters whict
accumulated around these differences and to look at the esscnc
of the question. The essence of the matter consists in an in
correct attitude of the Right faction towards the social-democrac:
in the overestimation of its influence, ip ithe fear to conn
out against the reformist trade union bureaucrats, in a desin
to submit, at any cost, o everything prescribed by the trau
union bureaucrats and in the denial of the necessity to strug:i
for an independent leadership. in economic struggle, This v
the essence and this is the foundation. And that is ithe rea«:
why the line of the Comintern and the line of the Right facii.:
came to the cross roads, as it is related in one story — "3
the ships on the ocean.” In reality they are now outside of t
Communist Tarty, because they are carrying on the struge:
against it, and I think that the Comintern will draw the logc:
conclusions out of what is going on in Germany, if it w!
adont the proposed drafts and will make clear that it is n
permissible to create within the Communist Party a new Far:.
in a t'oc and joimtly with the Left social-democrats.
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