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:ariam world revolution. This view Tull remains perfectly
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of the proletariat of the Soviet Union to preveni any
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By Maurice Thorez (Paris).

the conditions existing in a coumtry which, while it is back-
ward, possesses vast natural resources — have achieved results
which even their enemigs are forced to admire.

As the enemies of the Soviet Union, partlcularly the So-
cialists, can no longer deny the growth of the productive forces
in town and country. they are now attempting to make use
precisely of this deveiopment for their own purposes. They
maintain this development is a sign of a return to capitalism.
This assertion is as absurd as it is mendacious. The economic
development of the Soviet Union is above all accompanied by
a rapid growth of the socialist elements of economy. The
greafest advances are to be seen in industry, which is comple-
fely in the hands of the proletarian State, and in the co-
operatives,

In the meantime there exist dlﬁlculheq which our com-
rades in the Soviet Union do not seek to conceal. On. the
contrary, they endeavour to direct the attention of all prole-
tarians to these difficulties, which are closely connected with
the growth of the Soviet Union, in order the better to over-
come them. Added o the difficulties of an economic nature
production which has indeed grown but still does mot serve
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1o cover the ever increasing demand; backwardness of the
apparatus of production taken over from the bourgeoisie; in-
suflicient agricultural production, due to the ground being
exceedingly split up into small portions — there are naturally
difficulties of a political nature, as for instance the increased
resistance which the big peasants offer to the class policy of
the proletariat and its State. The dictatorship of the prole-
tariat does not mean the end of the class struggle. It is rather
a form of the class siruggle, and in fact the last form, which
puts an end t6 the class struggle by preparing the way for
the disappearance of classes simulaneously with the setting
up of Communist society. ’

In view of the fact thal the proletarian State is surrounded
and threatened by the capitalist world and that it has at the
same {ime to conduct a fierce and systematic fight against the
capitalist enemy in ihe imerior ol the country, the work of the
prolefariat and its [’arty is very difficult and complicated. It
requires calm and clear insight, steady and persistent self-
sacrifice rather than noisy phrases and heroic gestures.

This has been admiragly understood by the Bolsheviki,
who even beiore the October Revolution spent fifteen years in
the school of Lenin. The millions of proletarians of the Soviet
Union, who were educated in the spirit of Leninism, also under-
stood this. But this could not be understood by the petty bour-
geois elements who joined the revolution during the rising
period of the international labour movement, but who, when
the revolutionary wave in the whole world ebbed for the time
being, became frightened by the greainess of the tasks. This
has also not been understood by Trotzky who, in the year 1917,
at the moment of the seizure of power, came over to the Bol-
sheviki and who turns away from Bolshevism when the
history of the Russian proletariat imposes new tasks and thereby
more complicated forms of struggle. -

Trotzky fought the Bolshevist Party, the Party of Lenin
from 1902 to 1917. In so doing he undoubtedly tried to make
out that he was “more left”. He was nevertheless the ally of
those Mensheviki who have become the most bitter enemies
of the proletarian revolution. Trotzky never realised what Marx
emphasised in the year 1852 and what was again emphasised
by Engels in the year 1874: the role of the peasantry. In this
sphere of Marxist policy Lenin was the undoubted master. His
svstematic elaboration of the policy of relations with the
peasantry has opcned up new vistas. These relations to the
peasantry, however. have always been a sealed bock to Trotzky.

Meanwhile a time arrived in which Trotzky was able to
play a role, Under the leadership of Lenin, Trotzky, the man
of magnificent rhetoric, of snlendid style, of powerful gestures,

~pécame one of the prominent workers in the revolution.

Nevertheless, at boitom, Trotzky had not corrected his
Menshevist estimate of the conditions and of the forces of the
proletarian revolution. At every important stage of the revo-
lution he endeavoured to set up against the Bolshevik slogans
(thanks {o which i#t was possible to remove the hindrances)
slogans which would have led the revolution into an abyss.

At decisive moments — as at the time of the Brest-
Litovsk peace; when the role of the trade unions in the Soviet
SMate was under discussion; when the kulaks were beginning
to raise their head again — Trotzky always fell into his
grealest error. in that he failed to understand the peasant
question. As long as Trotzky submitted, even if reluctantly, to
the Party decisions, the Parly allowed him to occupy respon-
sible positions.

When, however, the opposition of Trotzky assumed a syste-
matic form, when Party members began to gather together on
the basis of his incorrect views, when fractional disintegration
work was commenced in the whole Party, then the Party re-
sorted to its first measures. It removed Trotzky and his sup-
porters from their posts, without however expelling them from
the Party.

It was only the criminal attempt to hold a demonstration
against the DParty of the proletarian dictatorship on the
occasion of the tenmth anniversary of the October revolution,
which led to Trotzky and his friends being expelled from the
PPartv. When they then still refused to cease their counter-
revolutionary activity, they were deported.

Since then Troizky and his friends have not abandoned
their conrse. They have, on the contrary, intensified their fight
acuinst the Parly, the main bulwark of the dictatorship. Their
unheard-of attacks knew no limits., All dividing lines between
them and the other counter-revolutionury groups became more

and more obliterated. They have become the champions of the
anti-socialist forces fo whom the socialists and the counter-
revolutionaries of all countries accord the highest praise.

In these circumstances the proletarian State — which “un-

doubtedly bore in mind the services which Trotzky at one time
rendered the revolution, but which placed the vital interests
of the proletarian revolution above all other considerations —
expelled Trotzky from the Soviet Union. This severe .measure is
only the result of the acts which Trotzky himseli' committed
against the proletarian State.
. Trotzky is returming to the camp of his former aMies. It
is very significant that the Menshevik Dan, who was for many
years an ally of Trotzky against Lenin, bt who since 1917
fiercely combated Trotizky, wrote as follows in the Vienna
“Arbeiterzeitung” on 20th February:

“The social democratic labour movement has no reason
to fear the political activity of Trotzky. On the contrary
the present-day Trotzky, torn by inner oontradictions, can
rather deal a death-blow {o the Communist movement out-
side of Russia and induce the Communist workers to return
1o the social democracy, than strengthen any Communist
Party and cause any dnjury to the social democracy.”

Thus Trotzky is gladly welcomed by the social democrats.
while at the same time the bourgeois press moans over his fate.

But the international proletariat knows Troizky from now
on, in order to be immune irom those errors which make one-
time revolutionary leaders the hope of the counter-revolution.
Now, in spite of everything, the proletariat has unshakable
confidence in the Bolshevik Party, in the Party of Lenin, which
is still pursuing its path without allowing ‘itself to be led astray
by vacillations and the fall ol persons. At the moment when
the danger of war against the first proletarian State is increasing,
the international proletariat is making itself ready in order 1o
defend the Soviet Union, the homeland of all workers, to the
last breath against the capitalist “homelands”.

POLITICS

The Peace Pact Cruisers of the

U. S. A.

By A. G. Richman (New York).

The much-talked about “cruiser bill” has passed the United
States Senate, by a vote of 68 to 12, carrying with it the largest
naval appropriation since the world imperialist war ended.
% 274 millions of dollars have been appropriated for the con-
struction of fifteen cruisers and one airplane carrier.

The usual show of hypocrisy was played. Amidst assurances
of peaceful intentions on all sides, the jingoes did Wall Street’s
bidding. An interesting {ravesty was that resulting from an
amendment proposed to amuse the crowd by Senator McMaster.
He proposed no less than that politicians and millionaires be the
first 1o fight in the mext imperialist slaughter, that all Senators
and Representatives in the United Staes Congress and all rich
men worth more than $ 5 millions be the first to be drafted in
the coming war. It was a good joke, and was defeated without
even a recorded vote.

Senator Norris, a fake progressive. who supported Al Smith
in the recent presidential elections, made a motion ihat the
number of cruisers be cut down from 15 to 9. He would have
voted for 9, so that he might be considered a somewhat lesser
militarist than his colleagues. This was defeated by 09 to 12.
In order to show that they were pacifistically inclined, the
imperialists had Senator Bingham introduce a motion to increase
the humber of airplane carriers to three and then defeated it.

A day or two belore the cruiser bill was passed, Coolidge
let it be known that he was opposed to the three year time
limit within which the 15 cruisers were to be laid down. One
ol the reported excuses for this was the alleged fear of a
treasury deficit, which might iessen the millions of dollars in
tax relunds Mellon was viving his companies and those of
Morgan and other millionaire industrialists and bankers.

Coolidge’s real attitude was shown, however, by assurances
from his iriends, after the bill passed the Senate, that he would
sign it as soon as it should pass the House, which would be
shortly and without material change. A few days belore, he had
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.mounced that he wanted the abolition of the three year time
imit, and the impression he intended to create, which was
dressed by the capitalist press, was that Coolidge had no
militarist inclinations. The signilicance of his attiude on the
time limit matter was quite duferent. What he was after was
warte blanche to build the cruisers as he wished, depending upon
reations with England and Japan. A statement irom the White
House said that i he had his way about the question of the time
lmit for building the cruisers, he would be able to have them
but according to the results of the signing of the Kellogg
peace and of the 1931 disarmament conierence. That means he
wonld have authorisation by Congressional action to use his
Jiscretion in holding the building of the cruisers as a club
over any recalcitrant enemy. He could then have work begun
on 2H the cruisers as soon as he would wish.

However, nothing much is really lost by the Senate’s action,
lor the cruisers are to be built as quickly as is possible. The
bill as passed gives the president power to alter the building
programme to suit any agreements made at the next disarma-
ment conference: Coolidge has let it be known that this means
v let up in the building programme, for he states, Britain is
« far ahead of the U. S. in respect to cruisers that all these
15 can be built no matter what limitation is decided upcn.
Besides, the U. S. has a couple of hundred wartime destroyers
haid up in Navy Yards and docks which it can easily prepare
tor action for the next war. -

The role of the fake liberal, Borah, is important. He moved
' have a conference called on the rights of neutrals in wartime.
He dropped this motion in favour of one by the arch-jingo of the
Senate, Reed, to negotiate with the various countries on this
matter, This motion passed by 81 votes to 1, Borah also voting
tor it

One of those supporting Borah’s plan was Walsh, of Mon-
12pa, another alleged liberal. He was frank enough to admit
the purpose of the cruiser bill: “It is perfectly evident that the
construction of the cruisers contemplated by this bill tooks to
a war primacily with Great Britain and secondly with japan®
Senator Johnson, of California, the greatest Japanese-baiter in
the coumtry, also insisted upon the bill as a weapon against
Japan.
Reed did a little plain talking also. He said: “I favour a
navy so strong that no two countries ocould attack it... This
is the age of rivalry., Great cities strive against weaker ones,
great corporations gobble up little ones... The same rule
applies to nations. If our commerce expands it hurts the others ...
Natiogs have been writing treaties for everlasting peace ever
since they learned how to touch pen to parchment. The history
of the world is a record of broken treaties.”

That Hoover is 100 percent for the cruiser bill was ad-
mitted by Chairman Britten of the House Naval Committee
who said that Hoover told him he wanted “a npavy second
to none in power and efficiency”. Hoover tried to becloud the
matter by stating that he had said nothing upon the question,
but mo one paid any attention to this.

The extent to which the passage of the bill was taken for
zramnted is shown by the fact that such important papers as
he “N. Y. Times”, the Wall St. “‘Journal”, and the “N. Y.
‘ourma] of Commerce” carried no editorials the day following.
The papers which did editorialise about the bill either tried to
create pacifist illysions or frankly admitted the warlike pre-
parations of American imperialism.

One has only to recall some of the evidence of such pre-
paration fo realise at how rapid a pace we are heading for
2 new world war. with the U. 8. as a leading parucipant. 10
mention only those connected with Latin America: Hoover's
“good-will” trip: the virtnal annexation ot Nicaragua, and de-
csive steps in that direction with regard to Colombia, Venezuela,
Bolivia, etc.; the Bolivian-Paraguavan afiair, and Britain and the
League in relation to it; Coolidze's Armistice Day speech
xserting world hegemony for the U. S.; the fake Kellogy peace
mact, and the like.

This concerns mainly Latin-American seeds of war betw2en
the U. S. and Britain. '{hese exist in every part of the world,
15 is well known. The sharply growing danger of war against
the U.S. S. R. — Britain in Afghanistan. France and Britain in
the Balkans. efc- efc. — is also fully evident. To do its part
10 prepare for a_leading role in the nearing world slaughter,
fhe U. S. has decided to build these sixteen warships, the reality
behind the smokescreen of the Kellogg peace pact and disarma-
ment freaty talk.

The Living Wage Proposals of the
L L. P. in Great Britain.
By W. M. Holmes (London).

A new “Living Wage” report has been prepared by the
1. L. P, (Independent Labour Party) for submission 1o its
Easter Conference at Carlisle. The report allows for “socialism
within two years”, and.is the result of the resolution of the
last 1. L. P. Conference which demanded *“the establishment
by law of a living wage to all workers, irrespective of oc-
cupation”.

_ The scheme is ambitious. The amount of *the Living Wage”
is to be determined immediately a Labour Government obtains
office and applied at once to all public bodies and industries
and services doing work for public authorities, or receiving
loans from Government or public authorities. All contractors
are to pay the wage to their employees as a condition of the
contract and pensions, unemployment relief and Poor Law
relief are to be raised to the slandard of the Living Wage.

A time limt of two years is then to be given to private
industry in which to raise wages to this level, under the control
of an “Industrial Commission”. This Commission would have
authority fo nationalise industries and would “reorganise in-
dustry”. A special super-tax on firms which did not pay - the
living wage during the two years period of grace would be
imposed. A shorter working day, retiring pensions and a
guaranteed 14 days’ holiday with pay, are put forward as
solutions for unemployment.

The manner in which these grandiose proposals are pre-
sented is typical of the I. L. P. The workers are assured that
their adoption means socialism within two years and a rapid
and peaceful transformation of the decayed structure of British
capitalism into a paradise for the workers. That the scheme has
not been and never will be, adopted by the Labour Party is
overlooked altogether, as is the fact that the I L. P itsell
is divided on the question, practically the whole of the Par-
liamentary fraction being resolutely opposed to i, as well as
a strong minority on the Executive of the Party.

The complete split between the centrist rank and file whose
ideas the programme represents and the heads of the Party
in the Labour and Trade Union bureaucracy is evidemced by
the resolutions sent out from branches for the Easter con-
ference. There are nine other nominations for the Chairmanship
besides Maxton, the present Chairman and father of the pro-
gramme. Four or five of these are certain to withdraw, but
there will nevertheless be an effort made to oust Maxton.

It is amusing to note that two resolutions urge that I. L. P
candidates for Porliament should accept the Party’s policy and
that there should be closer contact between the 1. L. P. mem-
bers of Parliament and the Administrative Council. There are
also many resolutions declaring against a Liberal-Labour al-
liance and demanding a special emergency conference in such
an eventuality.

The Lancashire district again demands an organised schenie
of war resistance, though their resolution was rejected at the
last conference. The Central London branch asks for endorse-
ment of National Administrative Council's opposition to the
participation by the Labour Party in the Simon Commission
and another asks the Parly to dissociate itself from the reac-
tionary colonial policy of the IL International.

MacDonald is not likely to slacken his campaign against
the Party. of which he is a’member and there is certain to be
a very strongly organised “right” fraction at the Conierence
led by Shinwell, which will demand absolute accord with the
Labour Party on the plea of a united front for the .eve of the
General election. Some such plea is bound to be made and
accepted to avert the long threatened internal crises in the
Party and the conference will end in a series of compromises.
The fate of the “Living Wage” and “Socialism in Two Years"
proposals will be interesting. They are hardly likely to be
seriously pressed, though they may be modified.
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The Hoover Administration and the
Negroes.

By William Wilson (New York).

The selection of his cabinet officers by president-elect
Hoover is an event which is arousing considerable anxiety
among the Negro Republican “leaders” who are expecting to
be rewarded for services rendered the Party in the last cam-
paign. The height of the ambition of these hirelings of the
Republican Party is to secure a place in what is now known as
the “Black Cabinet”. It is composed of assistants to cabinet
officers, the ministership of Haiti and the register of the treasury,
though this last post had not been held by a Negro since the
administration of William Howard Taft.

The most prominent Negroes mentioned for these posiions
are Robert R. Church of Tenessee who is one of the leading
Republican Party henchmen in the South; Charles E. Mitchell
of West Virginia, who has been at the beck and call of the
Reptiblican Party for many years and who has always managed
to hold the rank and file Negroes of West Virginia true to the
“Grand Old Party”. The group lead by Robert R. Moton,
principal of Huskegee Institute, the school founded by the late
Barker F. Washington. Many members of this group held pro-
minent places in the “Coloured Division” of the Party during
the campaign.

Anxious fo appease the more radical (racially) of these job
hungry black politicians and to make such a gesture as will fool
the least conscious among the masses of Negroes, Hoover will
undoubtedly appoint some of these flunkies to a “window show"”
job. It is quite likely that Moton who was an “assistant” to
Hoover during the recemt, Mississippi Flood disaster and who
made no protest against the brutal treatment accorded Negroes
(they were forced to work upon the “lesees without pay and
viciously discriminated against by “relief” committees of the Red
Cross) will be well placed. All who receive recognition will have
proved the milk and water quality of their tempers and the
pappy nature of their demands. They will be expected to continue
to sing the praises of the Party of Lincoln and follow instructions
to the letter. There will be no protests against the continued
rape of Haiti or the sale of Liberia to American Imperialism.

But the eniry of the Communist Party into the South and
its industrialisation are factors which must eventually ring down
the curtain on the period of domination of the opportunistic
leadership of the black masses. The play of class forces upon
the Negro masses will operate to bring about a change in their
ideology.

From the followers of the spineless and visionless “House of
Du Bois” leader of the National Association for the Advancemenf
of Coloured People; from amongst the followers of Moton, the
apologetic tool of Hoover, will be created a genuinely militant
Negro proletarian and peasant movement. The wornout and
fatuitous dogmas, the platitudes and formulations purged now of
all revolutionary content, which never represented more than an
attractive allurement for the masses, will be discarded. Divorced
from all feeling of kinship with the vacillating phrase-mongering
intellectuals who are now the court criers for the growing
Negro bourgeoisie. and from all adherence to the yellow trade
union organisers of the type of the leaders of the “Brotherhood
of Sleeping Car Porters”; painstakingly working out a revolu-
tionary cause. a Negro revolutionary proletariat allied with and
supported by the Negro peasantry will repudiate the old oppor-
tunist leadership and the members of the “Black Cabinet” and
will Hnk itself with indissoluble ties to the American proletarian
revolutionary movement, Under the red banner under the slogan
“Workers of the World Unite” they will go forward.

CHINA

Chiang Kai-shek’s l)iarmamentj
Conference.

Fight between Bourgeoisie and Militarists.
By Tang Shin She.

The disarmament Conference desired by the bourgeoisic
which took place from the ist to 25th of January in Nanking
has not by any means achieved the longed-for result, but th
exact contrary. The feudal militarists succeeded, by the creaiicr
of disarmament districts, in once again nominally dividing
China among themselves. The unification of China is and re
mains a dream of the bourgeoisie.

General Chiang Kai-shek, as the spokesman of the bour
geoisie, declared disarmament to be the only means to sav
the couniry. He wanied to pursuade his faithful armed com
rades to follow the examiple of the Samurai (the Japanese feuda
generals who, in the Japanese revolution of 1868, volumtar:)
surrendered their power and placed their troops at the disposa
of the government). Chiang Kai-shek’s brother-in-law, 3ung
Tze Wen drew up a detailled memorandum relating to
financial difficulties, according to which the Generals mus
hand over their provincial hnancial aglpara.tus to the cent::
government and disarm their troops. The bourgeoisie, un.c
the name of the “Pan-Chekiang Union” and the Shangha
Chamber of Commerce etc, handed in numerous petition:
stating that they are completely satisfied with the intentions o
Chiang Kai-Shek and Sung Tze Wen and that the “armed com
rades” shall unconditionally accept these proposals. The feeb
bourgeoisie have, as a matter of fact, taken up a pitiable figh
against the feudal militarists.

The so-called militarist great men as Femg Yu Hsiang
Yen Shi San, Li Dji Chin and Li Tsung Lin, naturally toci
part in the Conference for the purpose, of manoeuvring an
gaining information; but the actual organisers of the Kwangs
Eroup, General Peh Tsung Chi and the Manchurian rule
fhang Hsii Liang flatly refused to participate in the Con
erence.

Ever since the capture of Peking the bourgeoisie has bee:
constantly crying for disarmament. The Generals hastened
express their approval of this demand (of course in dhe:
sense), and a preliminary Conference had already taken plac
in Peking. Under the cloak of disarmament there was carrie
out even a reorganisation of the army: In place of the wor
“army corps” there was substituted the word “division”. Th
troops, however, remained at the same strength; in fact i
many cases they were increased. As General Ho Yin Che
declared at the disarmament Conference, there still exist afte
the partial reorganisation, the following troops:

“1st Army (Chiang Kai-shek): 13 divisions of infantt)
2 independent brigades, 4 divisions of various categories ¢
troops, totalling 240,000 men.

2nd Army (Feng Yu Hsiang): 12 divisions totallin
220,000 men.

3rd Army (Yen Shi San): 12 divisions totalling 200,000 me:

4th Army (Kwangsi Group): 13 divisions, tofallin
230,000 men.

So much for the reorganised army. The troops which ar
not yet reorganised are as follows: Directly under the con
mand of the Nanking government: 11 army corps tofallin
220.000 soldiers. The Fengtien (Mukden) troops: 120,000 so
diers. The Kirin and Hailung-Kiang troops: 40,000 me
Yiinnan: 30,000 men. Szechwan: 180,000 men. Kwantung an
Kwangsi: 120,000 men. Kweichow: 200,000 men, The reorgan
sed and non-reorganised therefore amount all together -
1,800,000 men.” '

Thus the Kuomintang possesses as cannon-fodder near
2 million men who are employed against the Chinese warke;
and peasants in the interests of ihe imperialists. There is n
sign of disarmament. On the conirary, armaments are increasc
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The 220,000 troops of the Nanking government are in reality
toldiers of Chiang Kai-shek, whom he recruited after having
solemnly promised to disarm. Feng Yu Hsiang, after the re-
brganisation, created a number of provincial troops, which are
ot included in the 2nd army. The Kwangsi group, which of
course would not allow itself o be taken at a disadvantage,
his not only reorganised its troops in Kwangtung and Kwansi
but has also acquired a great number of troops who have
ome from Feng Yu Hsiang and Shantung and Chili. This
cwompetition in armaments is the result of the disarmament

rroclamation of the Kuomintang generals. The Nanking dis-
mament conference will naturally lead to the same result.
The bourgeoisie substantiated their demand for dis-

srmament by declaring that they can no longer bear the
burden entailed by the upkeep of the army. The clever generals
on their part make use of this demand for further extortions.
The memorandum of the Minister for railways, Sun Fo, to the
¢isarmament Conference states:

“From August to November 1928 the leaders of the
iroops have laid claim to 3,692,000 dollars from the income
of the railways; in addition to this they themselves levied
a contribution for military expenses amounting to 2.416.000
dollars and finally raised a considerable sum for the pur-
pose of disarmament...”

The era of disarmament has provided a further source of
mcome for the generals. The Conference further decided to
raise a popular disarmament loan amounting to 25 million
dollars.

The spokesman of the bourgecisie, Chiang Kai-shek, spe-
cally emphasised that “the chief task of disarmament is national
unity in place of the country being split up under different
rulers”. But what is the result of the disarmament Conference
up to this point? Paragraph 6 of the programme of action on
disarmament states:

“The whole country is divided inmto six disarmament
districts. The first district belongs to the I. army, the se-
cond district to the 1l. army, the third and fourth districts
fo the 1I1. and V. armies, the fifth district to Manchuria,
sixth district 1o Szechwan, Yinnan and Kweichow.”

Thus China is openly divided into six parts. The pro-
gramme further states that the troops of the whole of China
2re to be limited to 800,000 men, but that the difierent pro-
vinces can maiatain provincial troops. That is a really elastic
provision!

Chiang Kai-shek wanted. by means of the disarmament
action, to establish the hegemony of the bourgeoisie. But he
was compelled to abandon his illusions and even to capitulate.
General Peh Tsung Chi extorted further money for war pur-
roses. Chang Hsii Liang even caused the ally of Chiang Kai-
shek, Yeng Yii Ting, to be executed. In Yiinnan and Kweichow
i new war of generals broke out just at the time of the Con-
ference. The disarmament Conference has not brought any sign
of peace, but only war and again war in the inferest of the re-
zcnionary feudalists.

IN THE COLONIES

Indian Comihunists in the Electidn
' Struggle. S

By M. N.Roy.

Four Communist . candidates were put . up at the last
Municipal Election of Bombay, held on January 31. This is the
“irst time that Communists participated in any. election in India.
ladeed. hitherto no working class candidate of any complexion
kas participated in any election struggle. Considering the éxtre-
me limitedness of the franchise in India there was, of course,
verv litile chance for a working class representative to be elected.
\ lJarger section of the people has the right to vote in muni-
cipal elections than in the election of the National or Provincial
legislatures. Nevertheless, even the municipal electorate falls far
short of universal suffrage, excluding practically the entire wor-

king class. Fighting under these entirely unfavourable conditions,
the pioneers of Bombay were, of course, defeated. They did not
expect to gain seats in the municipal council elected by an almost

urely bourgeois franchise, and packed with capitalist agents.

hey participated in the elections with the purpose of mobilising
the working class and the oppressed urban petty bourgeoisie in
the struggle against foreign imperialism and native capitalism.
In this they won remarkable success.

Since the introduction ok Reforms in 1919, a few ‘“labour
representatives” sat not only in the Municipal Councils of big
cities like Bombay and Calcutta, but even in the Provincial and
National parliaments. They are not elected by the working class,
but nominated by the British government and, as such, are
rather deienders of imperialism than of the Indian working
class. By contesting the municipal election of Bombay the Com-
munists challenged this fraudulent representation of labour.

One hundred and forty five candidates contested the election
to 74 seats. The total electorate is about 600,000. That is, if all
the voters participated in the elections, which is hardly the case,
approximatelyl_ 4,000 votes would be cast for each candidate, on
the average. The four Communist candidates polled 12,453 votes.
Thus they did not poll much lower than the average calculated
on the assumption that all the voters participated in the election.
Indeed, two of them were beaten by the narrow margin of 227
and 146, being at the top of the unsuccessful candidates in their
respective districts. : ‘

In view of the fact that very few of the workers have the
right to vote, this result indicates the spread of Communist influ-
ence even over the poor petty bourgeoisie. Had the working
class been eniranchised, there would have been. a crushing
Communist victory. For, during a whole year the proletariat
of Bombay have been carrying on a determined fight under Com-
munist leadership against the cagitalist offensive; the “Red Flag"
Trade Union, organised by the Communists in the course of this
struggle, alone has a membership of over 80,000. This being the
case, no less than a quarter of a million votes would havgi)een
cast for the Communists, giving them all the mandates from the
proletarian districts, were the working class enfranchised.

Owing to the doubtful position of the Communist Party, and
the general antagonism to Communism that characterises the
present bourgeois political atmosphere of the country, the elec-
tion was contested in the name of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Party. But the candidates are all popular leaders of the Bombay
groletariat, and are well-known as Communists not only to the

ritish government and bourgeois nationalists, but dlso to the
working class. If they are persecuted and hated by the fornrer
as Communists, precisely as such they are loved and trusted by
the proletariat.

The demands with which they contested the election made
the class character of the candidates evident. In addition to the
basic political demand for complete national independence, as
against the compromise policy of bourgeois nationalists, the fol-
lowing immediate demands were put forward: 1. Free education,
‘recreation and medical relief for the working class; 2. Municipal
relief for unemployed; 3. Increase of the wages of the manual
and clerical workers employed by the Municipality at the expense
of the highly paid officials; 4. Cheap house-rent for the workers:
5. Heavy taxation of industries; 6. Adult sufirage: 7.:Abolition
of nomiinated seats on the Municipal Council; and 8. Municipal
own;rsh.ip of Suburban railways, tramways, gas and electricity
works. ' '

The election campaign was combined with the general revo-
lutionary working class agitation and propaganda. For example,
the Lenin Memorial Day was just a week before the election. A
mass meeting was held on that occasion. The election campaign
was closely connected with the Bombay Uprising, which took
place three days aiter the election. Obviously, the mobilisation
of the masses during the election camraign gave a great impetus
to the determination of the working class to push their resistance
o capitalist offensive to the extent of street-fighting.

By contesting the election the Communists gave another sign
of their political independence. Most resolute fighters for national
freedom, they will defend the interests of the working class not
only against foreign imperialism, but also native capitalism. By
these tactics of revolutionary class struggle the Communists will
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mobilise and lead the proletariat as the driving force of the
national revolution. . :

The election result indicates another thing — the general
radicalisation of the entire political situation. While, under con-
ditions entirely unfavourable, the Communists, contesting the
elections for the first-time, polled nearly the average vote, a
number of right wing nationalists, who for years had sat on the
Municipal Council, were routed. This shows that, altough the
pelty bourgeois masses do not as yet follow the Communists,
they are being influenced by the rising tide of proletarian revolt.
The fearless exposure of the character of bourgeois nationalism
by the Communists helped the petty bourgeoisie to refuse their
support to the out-spoken right wingers, and to cast their votes
for more radical nationalist candidates.

In short, this new move of the Communists has had much
greater effect upon the situation than its immediate result. It
cannot be judged by the number of votes polled by the Com-
munists, which nevertheless, is not neligible having regard to
Indian conditions.

[ RGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Protest against French Imperiali
Slaughtering in Equatorial
Africa.

The barbarous system of colonial exploitation, slavery and
oppression is still flourishing in its most brutal form. Forced
labour and other forms of oppression by French imperialists in
Equatorial Africa has killed off native railroad workers at
the rate of tens of thousands and swept away whole sections
of the native population. While the International Labour Oifice
at Geneva, in the name of civilisation, is supposed to invest-
igate the conditions of forced labour among the natives, this
barbarous oppression and bitter forced labour is butchering
millions in the colonies. During the last. decade the population
of French Equaforial Africa has been reduced by six millions.
For the last several months native workers have been in open
revolt against this French imperialist oppression. At this
moment French imperialism is crushing these workers and
carrying “civilisation” into Africa at the point of the bayonet.
This raping of Alfrica, the bathing of the struggles of the
workers in their own blood and the extermination of the po-
pulation in order that imperialism may flourish is shrouded in
silence and secrecy. Only fragmentary bits of news leak out,
through the sirictest censorship, about this uprising and the
consequent slaughterings by the French imperialists. This
censorship and secrecy hides all the barbarism of the French
imperialists.

Brothers and workers of the world: Protest in world wide
unison against this slaughtering of our African brothers and
fellow workers! Unmask the Impostors!

The International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers
of the R.LL.U. calls upon the working class movement to
protest and rally fo the support of the Alrican Workers.

We appeal to the French Workers to send a Workers’
Delegation including Negro Workers to investigate this blood
curdling oppression of French Imperialism,

World Revolutionary Movement: Mobilise the
Unmask the French imperialist Cut-Throats!

With our African Brothers and Fellow Workers we struggle
against French Imperialism and against World Imperialism.

Masses!

The International Trade Union Committee

of Negro Workers
(Heller.)
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FASCISM

st

The Faseist March in Vienna.

Counter-Demounstrations of the Revolutionary Working Class.
Vienna, February 24th 1929.

The fascist march in Vienna took place today under the
defence of the Seipel governmemt and under cover: of the
Austrian social democracy. ’

The march, so far as numbers participating in it are con
cerned, was a direct fiasco, There were i all not more tha
4000 fascists on the sireets, 3200 of them being in: uniform
Only a small minority of those participating in the march are
members of the Heimwehr organmisations. The rest consisted of
mnembers of other fascist organisations, (Front fighters, “Ober-
land”, Christian Socialist Freedom League etc.), while the na.
tional socialists held aloof. The fact, however, that the fascisis
were able to march through the streets of “Red Vienma” at st
is regarded by them as a triumph.

The demonstration of the social democratic Republicze
Defence Corps was attended by 10,000 members of this organ:-
sation. The participation of the workers was very weak.

At the head of the Heimwehr demonstration there marche
Federal Councillors Steidle and Piriemer, as welt as the notoriow
Major Pabst from Germany.

The counter-demonstrations commenced as the Heimweh
marched from the centre of the town info the working cias
district of Meidling. On the return march the Heimwehr e
countered powerful counter-demonstrations in front of th
Meidling Workers Club in the vicinity of which the participan:
in the counter-demonstrations broke through the defence cordos
which could only be restored with great difficulty by the poli

Along the whole route there were heard the cries from hy
ranks of the workers: “Murderers of workers!’, “Down wit
the fascists!” “Clear the fascists out of Vienna!” etc. The slogan
of the Communist Party of Austria were taken up everywhert

The police ever%:where proceeded with the greatest brutality
repeatedly cleared the square in front of the eidling Worker
Club and arrested many workers. Of the 70 arrested worker
among them being numerous Communists, some were V&
seriously mishandled by the police.

The members of the Republican Defence Corps for ti
greater part maintained a passive attitude. Numerous workes
however, expressed their dissatisfaction with their social d
mocratic leaders. As the Heimwehr marched past the Mauteot
Hof and the Reuman Hof, tenement buildings which are for t
greater part occupied by social democratic workers, it came |
great counter-demonstrations of the inhabitants who hs
decorated the whole block of buildings with red flags. T
counter-demonstrations were repeated when the Heimwehr pr
cession dispersed. A group of workers, under Commun
leadership, endeavoured to break up a section of the Heimwe
with the result that fresh arrests were made.

Today’s “Rote Fahne” was again confiscated — for the thil
time. An action is being brought against the responsible edi
for high treason.

The Communist Party has called a counter-demonstratio
to be held on 27th of February in the same building in whi
the Heimwehr today held their demonstration. In addition 1
Party is arranging for the 10th of March a march of the worke
through those streets through which the Heimwehr march
today.
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The Workers of Western White
Russia the Vietims of Starvation.
"~ By A. Zorski (Vilm).

_ A great part of Western White-Russia is ravaged by star-
vation. Great masses of peasant workers of the Vilna and No-
;':srudol( districts are this year devoid of bread and potatoes

of seed-corn for their fields. Now already, thousands of
them are consuming the last remnants of their old stocks,
selling their last cows to buy potatoes. But these potatoes
which they get for their last sous, will last them at most for
a month and a half, after the lapse of which time hundreds of
thousands will be altogether without means or sustenance.

Even the Fascist press of Vilna publishes reports of mass-
starvation and typhus in these regions. The Fascist “Kurjer
Wilenski” writes that the situation of the peasants is “extremely
bad”, and even Prince Sapiecha made a remark in the Seym to
the effect that in the starvation areas the population would

hardly be able to hold out till the spring.

Suffice it fo quote a few figures to show the social founda-
tions leading to this state of affairs. In Western White-Russia
one per cent. of the population, the feudal magnates, possess
54 per cent. of the entire land, while 80 per cent. of the millions
of peasants own such extremely small lots that they are quite
unable to carry on farming operations, for which reason they
are exposed to want and misery. The Government makes a show
of its agrarian measures, which are intended to still the land-
hunger of the poor rural population; the measures envisaged
are a system of freehold lots, commassation, and the liquidation

of the service-tenure. But reality has shown that these measures -

are nothing but means of enriching a handful of kulaks, while
new burdens are imposed on the broad peasant masses. Western
White-Russia and Western Ukrainia are colonies of the Polish
landowners and capitalists. Therefore the Fascist Government
endeavours o get more and more out of these regions, to press
out of the peasants, by means oi the tax-screw, two and three
times as much as it was wont to receive before the war, and
to exploit the soil at a feverish rate. The various occupations
destroyed the industry of Western White-Russia; the sons of
the poor peasants have no possibility of finding occupation in
the factories; there is a far-reaching splitting up of the smail
and middle-sized farms, while in the villages there are thousands
who have neither work nor other means of sustenance. The
broad masses of poor peasants, who seek a way out of the diffi-
cult situation, become more and more indebted to the land-
owners, merchants, and kulaks and thus fall into a state of
bondage. The economy of the broad masses of peasants is
deficient, so that every failure of the crops entails misery and
hunger. If even in the opinion of a Fascist economist, writin
in the Vilna “Slovo”, the peasants of the Vilna and Novogrudo
districts have after normal harvests “hardly enough bread and
potatoes for their own needs”, it is obvious that a failure of
the crops represents the last straw to them, exposing them to
absolute starvation. Harvest failures can occur anywhere, but
it is only in the circumstances of barbaric exploitation by feudal
landlords and capitalists that such a failure spells starvation
for broad masses of the population.

The harvest failure in Western White-Russia has entailed
starvation on a very large scale, For the peasants of this
region, exploited by the landowners, squeezed by the tax-au-
thorities, and at the mercy of the Polish police, are unaided
in their fight against the elementary catastrophes. The only
means liable really to overcome starvation is the surrender of
the soil to the peasantry, the alteration of the social order in
Poland, and the overthrow of the Fascist dictaturship. Broad
masses of peasants are coming to recognise this fact and t_he
illusions that a better destiny is possible for them under Fascist
rule are fast disapnearing. Starvation is showing the broad
masses whither the Fascist policy in regard to agriculture really
leads. Starvation is making them react against the Fascist
dictatorship. The Fascist Government knows this full well and
seeks by means of a mendacious demagogy to check the dissa-
tistaction of the peasant masses and the revolutionary fermenta-
tion among them. °
’ As soon as the terrible extent of the starvation in the Vilna
district became known, Fascist organisations and “compro-
misers” of all sorts started speaking about it at conferences
and congresses, declaring their intention of obtaining relief for

the victims from Government and of saving the masses in their
dire need. Many blatant resolutions were passed and much
g;opgganda was made for the Government, which was said to

preparing “adequate relief” for the starving population. Now
it is known in what this “adequate relief” consists, The Govern- -
ment has granted about two million zloty of credit under the
blatant name of “Credits for the Preservation of the Milk In-
dustry in the Vilna District”. This fine name, however, serves
to cloak something very ordinary indeed. The credits are in-
tended for the landowners, settlers, and kulaks, 10 enable these
“sufferers’ fo buy up the cattle of the starving small peasants’
The latter must be glad if he is enabled to sell his cow to a
landowner or kulak whom he knows instead of parting with
it to some unknown dealer. Besides this help, the Government
has promised seed-corn for the spring, but it is already known
that the seed in question will be distributed by the organisations
of landowners and kulaks, which is tantamount to saying that
it will disappear in the maw of the landowners, setflers, and
kulaks and not benefit the soil of the poor peasants. Finally.
the Fascist Government intends to help the starving population
by voting funds for the construction of the Druia-Voropaievo
railway required for the military offensive against the Soviet
Union. Cynical and callous as it may sound, even this prepara-
tion of an imperialist war is designated by the Fascist agents
as a relief, in the interest of the starving masses.

When the representatives of the workers of Western White-
Russia, i. e. the delegates of the White-Russian Club of Workers
and Peasants, attempted to call a conference on the question of
relief for the starving regions, the Fascist Government prohibited
this on the grounds that the relief measures were in the hands
of the Polish Minister Skladokowski, while the political police
possesses the monopoly of assisting the workers of Poland.

A real assistance on behalf of the starving peasants of the
Vilna district is altogether lacking, and their struggle against
the Fascist Government assumes ever greater dimensions. This
fight extends to broad masses of the working peasantry of
Western White-Russia and has assumed the character of a fight
of the peasantry for the unindemnified expropriation of the soil
and for the overthrow of the Fascist dictatorship.

The increasing strike movement among the Polish prole-
tariat — illustrated most drastically by the struggle of the Lodz
textile workers — and the aggravation in-the resistance of the
peasant masses to the Fascist diotatorship are leading under
the present circumstances to the creation of a real umited re-
volutionary front of the struggling masses of the toilers under
the leadership of the Communist Party and are seriously thre-
atening the Fascist rule.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

- Wage Struggles all along the Line :

in Germany.
By Fritz Heckert (Berlin).

The Social Democratic press and the organs of the re-
formist trade unions are seconding the insidious assertion of
the employers that the business position does not permit of
any increase in wages, as an alternative to which the workers
are told that there is no prospect of a successful fight now in
view of the decline in business and the. present economic pre-
dominance of the capitalists. Thus it is that the latter can reckon
in the realisation of their policy on the full support of the
arbitration authorities, i. e. the cial Democratic Labour Mi-
nister Wissel and his arbiters. Although there are 3,200,000
unemployed in Germany, as is even officrally admitted, the
arbiters prevent the reduction of working hours to eight hours
dajly, affording the employers the possibility, indeed, of
lengthening the working hours in certain cases to 60 weekly.
as was recemtly decreed in the finding for the Saxon-Thuringian
weaving district. '

This method of strike-prevention by the arbitration autho-
rities and of a sabotage of the class struggle by the reformist
bureaucrats naturally entails a constantly renewed menace 1o
the working class and to new offensive action on the part of
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the employers. This is proved to the hilf not only by the
aggressive measures of the fextile manufacturers against their
workers in Saxony, Thuringia, Lausace, and on the Lower
Rhine, but also by the numerous tariff cancellations on the part
of the employers. The reformist bureaucracy consciously and
iMentiona]lﬁt prevents the mobilisation of the working masses
for the fight against the employers, so as not to endanger the
coalition with the bourgeoisie in the German Parliament. .

Almost six million ‘workers are involved in the wage
alterations of the comisg spring. Their contracts have either
lapsed or else they have been cancelled or will be cancelled
by March 3i1st. '

From one and a half to two million agricultural workers
are in a tariffless condition. Their contracts lapsed on December
31st and it is. only the quite preposterous demands of the small
Junker cdass that prevented the reformist bourgeoisie from
concluding new confracts to the disadvantage of the workers.
The favourable position resulting for a strike in view of the
approaching seed-time, must be exploited by the workers without
scruples in the -interest of their just demands.

"The next strongest group engaged in wage negotiations is
that of 1,600,000 comstructional workers, For them, too, the iong
duration of the frost period should entail advantageous con-
ditions upon the resumption of building in the interest of mo-
vement for higher wages. . ,

- The tariff contracts of some 800,000 metal workers have
now partly lapsed, while in part they have been cancelled by the
employers or may still be cancelled by the workers.

Similar conditions obtain in the case of 300,000 transport
workers, 150,000 State and municipal workers, 150,000 timber
workers, 150,000 workers in the graphic trades, and 180,000
shoemakers, saddlers and leather workers. Smaller movemen!s
are noticeable among the workers of the foodstulis and allied
industries. Several hundred thousand clerks are to a considerable
extent ifivolved in wage contests.

The struggle of the textile workers in Saxony and Thurin-
gia, which has now lasted for some weeks, has been augmented
by the employers by a lockout of 30,000 textile workers in
Lausace and the threat of wage curtailments for the silk-
weavers of the Crefeld region and the textile workers of the
Wuppertal (in the case of the Barmen hand-weavers by 85 per
cent.). The Textile Workers Union has agreed with the employ-
ers that the lockout and the workers’ struggles shall be termina-
ted on the basis of similar measures fo those adopted by
Severing against the foundry workers. So that the employers
may rely on the zeal of the reformist leaders, the leaders of the
Textile Workers’ Union have sanctioned regularly organised
sirike-breaking in Lower Lausace, which permits the employers
to put through their urgent orders in such factories as are
not affected by the lockout.

In three important and decisive branches of industry the re-
formist bureaucracy is with all its might preventing the out-
break of the fight on the part of the workers. Scheffel, chairman
of the Railwaymen’s Union it is- true, solemnly swore to the
workers last autumn that he would on all accounis cancel the
working contract concluded with the Dawes Railway. Now he
is doing all . he can to prevent the cancellation. Similarly, the
reformist leader Husemann promised the miners the cancellation
of the preposterous working conditions .in the different German
mining distgicts. Though since the beginning of the year the
possibility of--a cancellation has obtained, Husemrann, together
with his confederates of the Christian Miners’ Union . now
stands in the way. of a mobilisation of 450,000 miners. The same
lactics, again, are being adopted by Brey, chairman of the
Factory - Workers’ -Union, with the 300,000 workers of the che-
mical industry. _— o .

The reformist leaders,- who know' full well that an indepen-
dent action against the employers on the part -of thé working
masses under the lead of the revolutionary trade-union opposi-
tion ‘would spell the defeat and ruin of reformism and the im-
possibility of continuing their ‘egoistic  coalition ' policy, are
replying to the rebellious workers by a renewed offensive of
expulsion,and_;.disruFion. They have called upon  the revolu-
tionary trade-umion functionaries to sign a reservation, .obliging
them .not only to separate from the Communist International
but also 4o take up the fight against all ‘'such elements among

the workers as propagate revolutionary tactics' in the unions.
[n a declaration submiited by the chief committee of the Metal
Workers’ Union, the following passage occurs:

“The undersigned declares that he does mot recognise
the resolutions of the Communist Interntaional and the
Central of the Communist Party of Germany in trade-union
matters and is ready to oppose them if outsiders or mem-
bers of the Metal Workers’ Union should aftempt to pro-
pagate them within the organisation.”

"It is just such measures on the part of the bureaucrats
that prove how important it is for the working class to accept
and carry out the fight against the employers on the basis
of the resolution of the Red International of Labour Unions
and the Communist International.

The Political Bureau of the
C. P. of Czechoslovakia Reviews the
Position following on the End of
the Textile Workers’ Strike.

Prague, February 18th.

The Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia has published a declaration in the press, as follows:

The “Pravo Lidu” and the “Sozialdemokrat” of February
14th started a great campaign of agitation against the Commu-
nist Party and against the Red Trade Unions. With a malice
worthy of the most despicable agents of the bourgeoisie and
the most infamous enemies of the working class, this band of
traitors is now triumphantly proclaiming that ‘“the Communists
have interrupted the strike’” and that “the putch of the C.P.Cz.
has collapsed”.

The historical significance of the North-Bohemian strike
lies in the fact that the Social Democrats have not only driven
a wedge into the united front of the proletarian struggle but
have also openly and barefacedly organised strike-breaking
and that with a greater effrontery than has been noticeable in
any country of late years. This band of blacklegs has opened
the eyes of the Czechoslovakian proletariat to its true role of
traitors and enemies to the working class. Every Social Demo-
cratic worker must realise that to-day; every worker must needs
understand that. :

It was, however, a serious opportunistic mistake on the
part of the strike-centre at Reichenberg that under the influence
of this Social Democratic outcry the strike should really have
been broken off. At the moment when the struggle was iater-
rupted, from 4000 to 5000 workers were striking. r comrades
did very little to induce the striking workers to demonstrate
in the streets, to lead them to such factories as continued to
work, and to make the position clear to the workers of these
mills on their way home from work.

This serious opportunistic mistake appears all the graver
it we consider ‘that part of the striking workers went so far
as to refuse to resume work. The best proof of this is furnished
after the termination ‘of the strike by certain concerns in regard
to which the strike was not abandoned and to which -the
workers did not return out of fear that the leading strikers
might be victimised by the employers. It is a fact, moreover,
that our comrades interrupted the strike at a moment when
the central strike committee was on its way from Prague-‘to
Reichenberg. A further serious mistake lay in the fact that ‘the
workers who remained on strike were not consulted before the
strike was broken off.

We therefore openly declare that the retreat beaten by our
Reichenberg comrades was a mistake, that the struggle has by
no means- been terminated, that the Communist. Party and the
Red Trade Unions persist in declining the. single emergency
bonus conceded by the employers, and that the fight will con-
tinue to be organised and will be renewed actively in the
near future, It is now for.our Reichenberg comrades to place
themselves at the head of the partial strike.still being carried
on in certain concerns, to comprise all striking workers under
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< oommon strike leadership, and to take all organisational steps
“wards extending the strike, while at the same time subjecting
i mistakes made during amd at the ternunation ol the strike
©va radical criticiam,

In this connecticn we gave a most docisive answer to the
~dermist blacklegs, declaring that, in spite of the misikes
cmmited we do not desire to revard the North-Bohkemian
~rke 23 a second Red Day. The North Bohemian strik2 is of
cense historical imperstance. For the first time in the nistory
~tie COP.Cz., a ficht has been waced avainst ‘he will of the
secial Democratic traitsrs on the basis ot the new political
wnes; for the first time the broadest masses of workers have
i this strike been combined in a united front from below
1 the demccratically electeld strike-comumittezs; for the first
ne these masses ol workers have waged a fight avainst the
~nl2 alliance of workers’ enemies, viz. the canitalist State, the
«nplovers, and the Social Democratic leaders, and that quite
alependently of the extent of the strike-funds.

In this sirike we Communists have proved that we are
ing to fight and shall fizht for the historical and present
aterests of the working masses. The reformists of all-degress,
~1 the other hand. have proved in this strucgle to what an
evtent they a-e at one with the capitalist State apparatus and
vih the emplovers’ organisations. They have proved that they
e not only unwilling to fizht but that they are also detor-
'ned to do their utmost to undermine and disorganise the fight.

That is the diiference between the Red Day and the present
\irth-Bohemian textile-workers’ strike. The Red Day made
manifest the mistaken oppurtunistic directives of th: Party
cenrre and  its opportunistic lethargy. The Red Day wis a
-t:ious defeat of the C.P.Cz, which for a shart time sullered
3 <eiback in conseyuerce thereol. The North-Bohemian strike,
rn the other hand. is. notwithsiandinyg its mistakes. an incentive
wr further struggles on the basis of the new political line of
e Party, which has been satistactorily tested in this fight, The
sreas in the Norith-Bohemian strike, we emrhatically repea,
“v a0 means ferminates the strucele. It furmishes us with (02
rest valuable exnerience for its continunation. That is the groat
“ictorical fact which remains in spite of the vociferous jubila-
‘-1 of the reformist blacklegs and the entire bourgeois press.

["ELEVEN YEARS OF THE RED ARMY

The Eleventh Anniversary of the
Founding of the Red Army.

Theses of the Political Administration of the Red Army.

1. The Red Army of the workers and peasants celebrates
“:e eleventh anniversarv of its founding at a time when the
ietility of the imperialist states towards the Soviet Union,
1d the antagonisms among the imperialist states, are growing,
. a time when the class amagonisms between capitalists and
w»orkers within the imperialist states are becoming more acute,
4 when even in the Soviet Union the class struggle is deve-
»ing. for the capitalist elements are resisting the ever m-
.reasing advance of the socialist ollensive.

The growth and aggravaticn oi the anfagonisms of capita-
-m and the danger of a new imperialist war for iresh markets
=11 fresh spheres of influence for the investment of capital; the
ieciion by the capitalist governmients of the disarmament pro-
1] made by the Soviet delegation at Geneva; the feverish
~-maments and swelling military budgets ef all capitalist eoun-
“les. disvuised in pacifist phrases; the series ol anti-Soviet
mliary blocs and alliances formed amony=t cur nearest neigh-
k-urs on the commands of the greatest imperialist powers —
2l these facts render the war danger the “chief axis of the
nresent international situation” (theses of the VI Congress of
the Comintern). Thereiore the question of the unceasing rein-
\~rcement and strengthening ol the Red Army and the defensive
Ginacity of the Soviet stafe, must be the central point around

_which the whole of our work is concentrated.

2. During the past year the development of the armed forces
¢! the Soviet Union took the form of unceasing eliort for the

sirengthening of all elements required for the fighting efficiency
and military defence of the proletarian State.

The Red Army has been strengthened by the following
means:

a) by the complete political soundness of the Red Army;

b) by the growth of the Party organisations in the Army,
and by the development of the cadre of workers in the Party
oryanisations;

c) by the further increased authority of the Party and the
Soviet power in the army and fleet;

d) by the improvement of the military and political level
of the commanding staff;

e) by the more firmly established military discipline and
general political and military training of the troops, clearly
demonstrated at the manoeuvres in 1928; :

f) by the considerable improvement in the material position
of the Red Army soldiers and the commanding staff;

g) by the steadily intreasing equipment of the troops with
technical fighting material;

~h) by the tactical disposition and correct tactical orientation
01i the troops, corresponding to the present status of the science
ol war;

i) by the considerable increase of the cadre of warkers
in the new contingent in the military schools.

The Red Army enters the twelfth year of its existence as
an unshakable and armed support of the proletarian dictatorship.

3. The firmer establishment of the Red Army of the workers
and peasants has been made possible by the great success
achieved by the Party and the Soviet power in the sphere of
socialist development. Besides this, the industrialisation of the
country carried out by the Party and the Soviet power. the
extensive investments, fhe victorious offensive carried on by the
socialist elements against the capitalist elements in town and
country, and the firmer establishment of the proletarian dictator-
ship and of the alliance between workers and peasantry thereby
ensured, have furnished the firm material and political basis for
the continued uninterrupted perfecting of the Red Army, and
form a firm foundation for the development of the delensive
capacity ol the Soviet Union.

The objective prerequisites here enumerated, combined with
the ideological oneness of the Party organisations and the
commanding staff, the firm guidance of the Red Army by the
Party. the existence of perfectly trained and politically schooled
commanding staff cadres, provide all that is required for the
uninterrupted and systematic consolidation of the Red Army
in its capacity of armed protector of the proletarian State.

Besides the tactical perfecting of the troops, the main task
of the Party organisations, the pclitical organisations, and the
commanding staff, consists of tenacious effort for the decisive
overcoming of every shortcoming in the work cf the various
components of the military apparatus and of the leading cadres
(for instance, the obliteration of the class line in educational
work, bureaucratic degeneration in various parts of the military
apparatus, delayed response to the trends influencing the Red
Army soldiers, lack of cultural work in the commanding stafi,
deficient application of the methods of self-criticism necessary
for the enhancement of the fighting capacity of the Red Army,
efc.).

4, Among the most important tasks to be fulfilled by the
leading cadres of the Red Army we must count in particular
the task of extending the whole of the work being dcne for the
furtherance of the class-conscious unity of the Red Army masses
under the slogans of the Party, the training of the Red Army
soldiers to become active fighters for the building up of Socialism
in town and country, the schooling of efficient fighters and
agitators for the socialist reformation of agriculture, the for-
mation of aids to the Soviet power against the kulak elements
in the village. This task is of especial importance in connection
with the aggravation of the class struggle in the Soviet Union
and especially in the village, where the capitalist elements
resist the developing offensive of socialism at every point ol
progress.
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5. This {ask cannot, however, be fuliilled solely by en-
ligchlenment work among the Red Army soldiers in the Red
Army itseli. The system of political influence exercised over the
masses of the Red Army by the Party organisations, the Young
Communists, and the commanding stafl, must be supplemented
by firm ties between the Red barracks and the working masses
ot our works and factories. and by the systematic influencing
of the masses of the Red Army by the proletarian organisations.

6. One of the most important forms of these connecting ties
is the “adoption” by the workers of the undertakings and or-
canisations of certain divisions of troops, Experience has taught
that the inferest felt by the workers in the life of the Red
soldiers of their adoption, the cultural and. to a certain exient,
material support thereby accruing to the troops, the participation
of the workers’ organisations in the manoeuvres, the joint active
work in the sections of the municipal Soviets and other forms
of daily contact between the workers and the troops adopted —
all this promotes the class-couscious fighting unity of the Red
Army soldiers, and enables them to realise the leading role
played by the proletariat in the alliance of the workers ancd
peasants.

.The workers’ adoption sysfem has not yet assumed a mass
character. It is applied from time to time, and is often coniined
to reciprocal representation by leading and commanding persons.
It need not be said that adoption of this kind is not adapted
to securing the needful prerequisites for the firm establishment
of the influence of the proletariat over the Red Army, and must
be revised from the standpoint of ensuring a real alliance
between the workers and the Red Army. The examination of the
activities being carried on under the adoption svstem among
the troops, now being made on the occasion of the eleventh
anniversary, will contribute greatly to the solution of this
problem.

7. The eleventh anniversary of the Red Armyv will be cele-
brated under the slocan of an intenser svstematic influence to be
exercised over the Red Armyv bv the proletariat, by means of the
firmer establishment of the alliance between the workers’ or-
eanisations and the Red Army. This must be the principle upon
which the svstematic contact between the workers and the
troons iz based: mutual visits, organisation of excursions to the
works and factories, familiarisation of the Red Army soldiers
with the characier of some definite undertaking, with the wor-
king conditions obtaining in this undertaking, with the achieve-
ments and imnortance of the branch of industry concerned for
the reconztruction of avriculture and for the consolidation of
the econcmic alliance between the working class and the
peasantry.

8. If we celebrafe this eleventh anniversary by drawing (he
balance of the results and achievements of the workers of the
Soviet Unisn. of the building up of the Red Armv, and of the
reinforcement of the defensive powers of the Soviet Union, we
ensure tn a greater extent than ever heiore the participation of
‘he working masses of the towns and of the middle peasant
masses from the country, and further than this, of the trade
union, co-operative. and public orcanisations in the cause of
securing the defensive powers ol the couniry.

9. Those organisations servine the public weliare which
have for their object the reinforcement of the defensive powers
ol the Soviet Union, and the spread of knowledge of the science
of war among the population (aviachim, Red Cross, Young
Communists, organs of political enlichtenment, reading rooms,
e'c.), must take part in an energetic and active manner in the
celebration of the eleventh anniversarv ol the Red Army. It
must be ascertained to what extent the directions have been
carried out, the slogans realised, the programme and instruc-
tions issued by the public orcanisations, the Young Communists,
and the org¢ans of political enlichtepment, put into actual prac-
tice. It is imperatively necessarv that everv organisation and
every  Young Comununist should realise that at the presem
juncture the most importont task s not the drawing up of
ceneral directions and resolutions, but in living aud practical
waork based an the directives alreadv resolved upon, and in
drawing the broad masses of the workers into this work.

The whole of this work must be carried out with the
clozest collaboration and under the immediate guidance of the
teeal Party organs.

INTERNATIONAL PERSECUTION OF
COMMUNISTS

The Life ot Comrade Dobrogeanu-
Gherea in Serious Danger.

Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea has been on hunger-strike fi
more than three weeks. In addition to this he has now entordl
on a thirst strike. His life is in immediate danger.

Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea., a courageous self-sacrificing
leader of the Communist Party of Roumania, was arbitrar:
arrested by the Roumanian Siguranza. No charge was brouh
against him. He was arrested solely because he is a Communis:.
This arrest is only a link in the bloody chain of terror of i
“Democratic” Maniu Government against the revolutioni:
labour movement, a terror which even surpasses that of th:
reactionary Bratianu government.

Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea commenced a -hunger-sirik:
as a protest against his arrest. In a letter to the Roumani
workers he declared that his hunger-strike constitutes no: an
individual action, but is the expression of the collective indignaticn
of the working class against the brutal regime of the Nation:
Zaranist government, '

The Maniu Government, fearing that the struggle of Com-
rade Dobrogeanu-Gherea would stir up the proletariat, at onc:
hastened to bring him to trial on the charge of “endanger:n.
the order of the State”. The trial was rushed through, 1.
witnesses for the Delence were not allowed to give eviden.
Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea declared that he will continu:
the hunger-strike until he is released or until he dies. His
aititude at former trials and now proves that he is determine.
to convert his words into deeds.

To the previous sentences which have bern passed durin:
the three mronths of the existence of the Maniu government .
which have brought more than one hundred years' hard labow
for revolutionary workers, there is now added the sentenc
on Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea: eight years’ hard laboar
By this he is to be made *harmless™ once and for all.

Comrade Dobrogeanu-Gherea has continued his hunover
strike during and after the trial. He is terribly weakened. 1
life is seriously endangered.

The workers of the whole world must at the last mimu
stay the arm of the Roumanian hangmen. The Maniu Govers
ment must be compelled by mass protests to release Comral
Dobrogeanu-Gherea. At the same tune the Maniu Governmen
which, with the support of the social democratic leaders. 1
suppressing the revolutionary labour movement by fascist mean
and which systematically does to death our Comrades Bori
Stefanov, Bujor, Kahana, Mania Ehrlich and many hundre!
ol oiher couraveous leaders of the Roumanian workers an
peasants in the torture chambers of Roumania, must be competlic
to issue a general amnesty.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL _

Open Leter of the E.C.C. L. to th
Convention of the Workers
(Communist) Party of Ameriea.

Dear Comrades,

The VI Convention of the Workers (Communist) Party
America muarks an imortant stage in the great change throu
which the Party is now going.

From a propagandist organisation. uniting chiefly 1
migrant workers and having an insignificent intluence amo:
the native workers, the Workers (Communist) PParty is now >
ginning to turn info a mass Party of political action guiding !
political and economic actions ol the most advanced and ¢
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most militant ranks of the American proletariat. The VI. Con-
zress of the Comintern emphasised in its resolutions this im-
“ortant new feature in the developnient of the DParty, declaring
tat “a number of stubborn and fierce class battles (particularly
the miners’ strike) found in the Communist Party a stalwart
eader.”

Precisely in the period following the convention of 1027
e Party has been acting with increasing frequency as the
sialwart leader of mass actions of the Ainerican proletariat
aud has increased its influence among the native workers. The
wrriers” and garment workers' strikes, the miners' strike, the
‘extile workers’ strike in New Bedford and Fall River and the
sk sirike in Patterson — suth is the series of battles in which
‘ne Workers Party of America has for the first time appeared
1 the role of a Party oi political action capable of linking
ip the economic struggles of the proletariat with its political
aims.

The struggle for the organisalion of new unions which the
Party had to carry on under circumstances of fierce terrorisn
su the part of the State apparatus, the murderous bands of
powerful trusts, the yellow American Federation of Labour
and the most stubborn resistance of the Socialist DParty, is one
of the best pages in the history of the work ol the Party
during the last year.

However, the Party is now just making its first steps on
e new path. It is now just on the threshold between the old
and the new, it has not yet passed the turning point. It has
is yet done little to shift its base from the immigrants to the
idtive Americans employed in the basic industries. 1t has done
:tll less in relation to the millions of the Negro prolelarial.

Meanwhile, the conditions which will impose enormous
tasks on the Workers Party of Americg, and will compel it to
rake the lead in gigantic class conilicts, are developing ever
more rapidly.

~ The aggressiveness of the United States in the struggle
lor markets and the most important sources of raw material
throughout the world is growing swiitly. The election of Hoover
is president means shat American imperialism is resolutely
embarking on a course which leads to colonial wars of occupa-
“n and to an extremely rapid accenfuation of the strugyle
setween the United States and its chief imperialist rival —
ureat Britain. American imperialism is striving for a mono-
Jolist position in world economy and politics and is becoming
iwre and more involved in the universal crisis of capitalism
:nd comes more and more into the orbit of the growing in-
:tability of world capitalism.

The striving fowards domination in world politics drives
American imperialism, on the one hand, towards brutal capi-
:ahst rationalisation which throws considerable sections of the
proletariat out of production, leads to an extreme overstrain oi
lsbour without corresponding compensation, to a colossal
crowth of unemployment (3--4 million) and to a geueral
rorsening of the conditions of the working class. On the other
~2nd it leads towards tremendous growth of armament which
mus ever-heavier burdens onto the shoulders of the toiling
asses, All this and the menace of the terrific calamities of
+ar creates a state of uncertainty and insecurity in the entire
sorking class. It is on this basis that the tendency towards
radicalisation of the American working class is increasing; that
s activities. its will to defend itselt, which in some places
vansforms itself into a will to assume the offensive, is de-
«loping. This drift towards the Left does not develop evenly
-1 all parts of the working class. It now embraces the un-
rganised workers, especialfy in those industries which have
w1 reached their previous level after the depression of the
rst half of 1928.

The Workers (Communist) Party is obviously still un-
rrepared for the great class conflicts which will inevitably arise
on the basis of the sharpening class relations in the United
Mates, .

 Its past still weighs upon its present. The relics of the pre-
sious period of its existence form the greatest obstacle in the
sath it has to travel belore it successfully passes the furning
wint and develops in the shortest possible tim: from a nu-
Merically small propagandist organisation into a mass poli-
tcal party of the American working class,

This. however, is the task which the whole objective situa-
tion in the United States, the entive posi-war development of
American imperialism places before the DParty. This is the
chiel, tundamental and decisive task to which all other tasks
must be entirely subordinated.

The Workers (Communist) Party of America has been
for many years an organisation of foreign workers not much
connected with the political life of the country. Owing {o this
immigrant exclusiveness two leading groups arose, took shape
and becaine consolidated within the Darty. For six years an
almost uninterrupted struggle for supremacy in the Party has
been going on between them. The struggle was, ir the main,
ot based on principle, and at times, it assumed an unprincipled
character. At times it assumed the appearance of a struggle
based on principle, but 1 reality it was not entirely a struggle
of principle; principles served chiefly to camouflage the struggle
for supremacy in the Party. Whenever the struggle between
the groups was centred more on principles (the attitude towards
the Labour DPartv, the question of trade union tactics), the dii-
ferences could have been settled without a factional strugygle.

The absence of substantial dificrences on points of prin-
ciple between the combatant factions has been recorded many
times by the E. C. C. 1. as well as by the Party itseif.

Thus, in 1023, all resolutions at the 1V. Convention of the
Party were adopted by both factions unanimously, notwith-
standing the acute factional struggle prior to the convention.
But when the convention was over the factional struggle be-
came even sharper than before.

Further the resolution oi the presidium of the E. C. C. L
on the American question adopted on July Ist, 1927, states:

“The objective difficulties, the weaknesses of the
Workers (Communist) Party, and its inadequate contact
with the masses of the native workers, are lactors compli-
cating the inner situation of the Workers (Communist)
Party. An insufficiently swrong Party life, as the resuli ol
an insufficient mass basis, the inadeguaie contact of many
members of the former language groups with the specific
problems of the class struggle in the United States lavour
the development of groups and factional struggles, the exis-
tence and intensity of which we seek in vain to explain
through serious differences of principle.”

No less indicative is also the fact that both groups adopied
unanimously in February 1928 extensive theses concerning all
vital political problems of the United States, as well as the
fact that both groups prior to the VI. Congress commitied in
common Right Wing errors,

Finally, the VI. Congress of the C. 1. dectared that the fac-
tional struggle of the Workers (Conmmunist) Party ol America
“is not based on any serious dittercnces of principle”,

Nor can the E. C. C. L. find such serious Tundamemal dii-
ferences between the convention theses of the majority and the
minority of the C. E. C. as to justity a sirugygle within the
Party. The diilerences between the majority anld minority of
the C. E. C. do not go beyond those limits which would nnake
it impossible to settle them without a factional struggle.

The majority has shown a tendency to under-estimate the
process of radicalisation as well as the process ol differentia-
tion in the ranks of the working class, which tinds ils ex-
pression in the attempts to point out the conservatism of the
American working class in a static form without giving a class
analysis of the causes which underly its backwardness and
without a sufficient consideration of the further prospects of
development of its political consciousncss.,

The minority. on the other hand, over-estimates the degree
of radicalisation of the American working class at the present
time, interpreting the vote for Smith of a part of the workers
during the presidential elections as a sign ol the radicalisation
of the proletariat. This is wrong. just as is the relercoce (o
Lenin's letter of 1021 which refers to the Roosevelt vote, Dbe-
cause Roosevelt was a candidate of a third party, something
which did not exist in the last elections. Both the majoriy
and the minority entirely under-estimate the Lefltward trend of
the working class in the other capitalist countries. In the theses
of both groups there is no attempt to evaluate such important
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facts as the Lodz strike and the Ruhr lockout; they are not
even mentioned.

In estimating the character of American Trotzkyism, the
majority does not draw in its theses a clear line of division
between the out and out Right wing opportunist deviation and
Trotzkyism, which is opportunism disguised with Left phrases.
The failure to understand this difference objectively leads to a
weakening of the struggle against the main danger — the
Right danger, as in reality it limits the struggle to the task
of the struggle against Trotzkyism.

The minority however not only under-estimates the Trotzky-
ist danger, but, on the one hand says nothing in the theses
about the fact that such “extreme Right wingers as Sulkanen
and Askeli, who do not even hide themselves behind Left
E:raseology, belong to the Cannom group, or that the latter

s concluded a bloc with Lore and Eastman; and, on the
other hand it states that Cannon has taken with him a number
of workers from the Party, which objectively adds prestige
to the Cannon group and weakens the struggle against Ame-
rican Trotzkyism.

All the enumerated differences between the minority and
majority could, if the factional struggle would ceasc, eastly be
overcome by means of self-criticism within the Party.

At the same time the majority and minority commit the
same mistake in their view of the relations between the Ame-
rican and world economic systems, although expressed in dii-
ferent forms and both groups make different conclusions. This
mistake lies in their wrong conception of the nature of the
relationship between American and weorld economics and the
underestimation of the increasing involving of American im-

rialism in the rapidly sharpening general crisis of capitalizm.

th sides are inclined to regard American imperialism as
isolated from world capitalism, as independent from it and
developing according to its own laws. Both sides do not take
sufficiently into account that the approaching crisis of American
imperialism is part and parcel of the general crisis of capi-
falism. Both sides believe that world economy plays in relation
to American imperialism only or chiefly a subordinate and
passive role of a market for the export of commodities and
capital.

[he failure to understand the close relations between Ame-
rican economy and the general crisis of capitalism leads the
majority to a wrong estimation of the role ot American capial
in the stabilisation of Europe, and to a misconception of the
inevitable sharpening of the conflicts between the ever-more
aggressive American imperialism and trustified Europe, which
strives to free itself from the economic domination of the United
States. 1t leads the minority to the conception that the coming
crisis of American capitalism is called forth exclusively by its
internal contradictions.

These mistakes reflect the failure to understand the fact
that the roots of the contemporary general crisis of capitalisin,
side by side with the sharpening contradictions between the
development of the productive forces and the contraction ol
markets, side by side with the existence and development of
the U. S. S. R. as a factor which revolutionises the working
class of all countries and the toiling masses of the cglonies, and
stands opposed to the world capitalist system, there is also
the unequal growth in the economic development of the various
countries which has its expression in the transference of the
economic centre of capitalism from Europe to America and the
rapid development of American imperialism which surpasses the
development of the other capitalist countries.

The rapid development of American capitalism does not
exempt the United States, or any other capitalist country, from
the crisis; on the contrary it accentuates the general crisis of
capitalism as a result of the extreme sharpening of all contra-
dictions which it leads to. On the other hand a sharpening of
the general crisis of capitalism is to be expected not because
American imperialism ceases to develop, but on the contrary,
it is to be expected because American imperialism is develop-
ing and surpasses the other capitalist countries in .ils develop-
ment, which leads to an extreme accentuation of all antagonisms.

The lailure to understand the nature of the general crisis
of American capitalism inevitably leads to a distortion of the
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eutire 1evolutionary perspective outlined in the decisions of the
Vi. Congress in connection with the third period. To consider
American capitalism isolated from the sharply accentuated ge-
neral crisis ol capitalism means to overlook the general revotu-

. tionary crisis of capitalism which includes the economic crises

in all capitalist countries, the imiperialist struggle against the
U. S. S. R. and the rebeiling colouies, the struggle among the
imperialist countries themselves, as well as the ciass struggle ot
the proletariat in the various capitalist countries,

With regard to the fundamental question as to the naiure
of the contemporary general crisis ol capitalism, the persep.
tive of its accentuation, the furiher shattering of stabulisati
throughout the entire world eccovmic system, the: question ul
struggie against the Right danger, which has of late become
the cmef and decisive issue in ihe Comintern, both the majorii;
and the minority commit big errors which mevitably lead to i
profound under-rating of the revolutionary perspectives in
Lurope and especially in America.

‘The majority entirely ignores in its theses the resoluiion
of the VI. Congress (the point referring to the third period
of post-war development), and tlic minority, while quoting i
point, was unable to link it up with its own conclusions coi-
cermng the American crisis. 'The Vi, Convention of the Workers
(Communist) Iarty of America must decidedly rectify this m.s-
take and pass resolutions on this most vital issue such as woui
be in full accord with the decisions of the VI. Congress i
the C, 1. This mistake of the majority is closely related to -
great over-estimation of the economic might and the powerhu
technical development ol the Umited States. It is wrong of speak
of a sccond industrial revolution as is done in the majonit:
theses.

“A powerlul technical revolution is taking place in the
Unitcd Siaies, a tremendous rationalisation, an increase in
the forces of production, which in its eflects can be con-
pared to a second indusirial revolution.”

This is a serious error. On the one hand, the emphasis
on the fact that the remnants of feudalism are being wiped
out in the South of the United Siates (which is wrongly con-
sidered in the theses as its colony) and that a new bour-
geoisie with a new proletariat are being lormed, may give ihe
term *“second industrial revolution” the implication ot a seconi
sourgeois revolution. On the other hand, if we were not to
inierpret the term *second industrial revolution” in this sense
it could not be explained in any other way but as an un-
critical over-estimation of the significance and results of the
development of technique, Such over-estimation would play inw
the hands of all advertisers of the successes of bourgeois science
and technique who seek to deafen the proletariat by raising &
lot of noise about technical progress and showing that there
is no general crisis of capitalism, that capitalism is still vigorou-
in the United States, and that thanks to its extremely rap.
development, it is capable of pulling Europe out of its crisis.

However, the development of the productive forces on the
basis of the technical transiormation and the new forms o
organisation of labour, leads to increasing antagonisms between
them and the limited home markets and, consequently, to a
further deepening and sharpening of the general crisis ol ca-
pitalism and not a diminution or a liquidauion of that crisis, as
the apologists of American imperialisim pretend.

The slightest concession to the noisy advertisers of :he
growth of technique, the slightest vacillation, is an intolerabie
opportunist mistake.

A no less important shortcoming both in the majority and
miority is the under-estimation of the effect of the technica:
development and rationalisation, on the working class. Not
only the majority theses which over-estimate the significance
ol the tremendous technical development, but also the minority
theses leave this aspect of rationalisation in the shade and pay
little attention to it.

The fact is that the great infensilication of labour arising
from technical development and capitalist rationalisation ex-
pressed in the speeding up of the conveyor and the movemen:
of machinery. in an extreme crowding of the working day, in .
territic speeding up of the workers by means of the bonus
system which leads to the wearing out of the workers and thei:
being thrown out of the factory sooner than was the cas
hitherto and, finally, the absolute diminution of the numbe:
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of workers in some industries. which gives rise to a tremendous
growth of unemployment, are truly becoming the central pro-
biems of the entire American working class and thus acquiring
ihe greatest political siguificance.

This new form of exploitation of the workers is based
upon the increase of wages of a very small upper strata and
upon the lowering of the standard oi living, which was low
tnough hitherto, for the vast majority of the working class
(notwithstanding the statement of the majority theses to the
contrary).

The American proletariat does not feel so wuch the
worsening of its position in any oilier respect as in the growing
wverstrain of labour, in the reducuon of the period of the
worker’s stay in the factory, and in the growing unemployinent.

Huge masses of American workers can be rallied to a
siruggle against the overstrain of labour and the monstrous
growth of exploitation. The chief demands capable of uniting
tham in a common struggle are — 1) the 7-hour day and
o hours for workers engaged in industries injurious to health
and in underground work; 2) social insurance (in case of
sickness. injury, invalidity, and unemployment) at the cost of the
employers and the State.

Extensive and persevering agitation for these demands
throughout the entire period should be the main task of the
Farty which must simultaneously rroceed also with the or-
gznisation of the unemployed. By fighting for this programme,
the Tarty can unite broad sections of the proletariat, educate
mem politically, sirike deep roots in the midst of the American
workers, and become a mass working class Party. The revolu-
tonary unions, provided their organisations wili be seriously
prepared and their leaders careiullv chosen, can be an ex-
‘remely important lever in that work.

The struggle against the consequences of capitalist ratio-
nalisation should be closely linked up with the struggle against
ihe war danger. In this connection. the DParty absolutely fails
12 see the enormous importance of this task and its decisive
rolitical significance. This entails an under-estimation of the
revolutionary perspectives. There is no doubt that the objective
siuation as well as the first successes of the Farty in leading
mass conilicts provide a basis for a healthy discussion on
points of principle within the Party. But the existence of two
crysiallised leading groups is a decisive obsiacle to embarking
on this course.

So long as these two groups exist in the Party, the possi-
bility of an exchange of opinion on questions of principle within
‘e Party, and hence the further heaithy ideological develop-
ment of the Party is entirely excluded.

To advance artificial diiferences of principle on questions
toncerning which no such diiferences exist would at the present
nme serve omly and exclusively as a means of furthering the
non-principled factional struggle.

The deep-rooted unprincipled methods of factional struggle
are becoming a great obstacle in the struggle against ail devia-
tions from the correct political line and hindering the develop-
ment of self-criticism or leading to its factional distortion.

However, the decisions of the VI. Congress of the Com- -

‘mern on the struggle against deviation from the correct po-
itical position is of special importance to the Workers (Com-
munist) Party of America.

The ever-growing economic power and ever-increasing
rortance of American imperialism on the world arena,
specific method of economic and political oppression of
working class on the part of the bourgeoisie, who use the
powerful apparatus of the A. F. of L. as an agency in the
working class — all these conditions give rise tc the most
serious danger of the development of a strong Right wing
‘endency in the American Party. The fact that both factions
were guilty of Right wing errors is most significant and amply
confirms the existence of the danger of the development of a
Right wing tendency in the American larty. The V1. Congress
has already pointed out in its resolutions a series of Right
wing errors (the attitude towards the Socialist Party, inadequate
work by the Party in organising the unorganised aund the
siruggle of the Negroes, the insufficiently clear struggles against

im-
the
the

the murderous policy of the United States in Latin America),
and recorded that “ithese mistakes cannot, however, be ascribed
exclusively to the majority leadership™, The mistakes conmmitted
since the VI Congress of the C. I. were also of a Right cha-
racter.

The appearaince of Trotzkyism in the Uniied States can
be explained by the tact that the Trotzkyist opportunist doc-
trines on the question of the larty and its structure, at the
basis of which hes the “principie” of unprincipled alliance with
ail and sundry Right and -Left” groups and organisations
lighting agamnst the Comintern, seems to fit perfectly into the
scheme of polincal siruggie in the Unned States where lack
of principle was always the underlying principle in the activities
of all bourgeois pariics, Nowhere, in no other country in the
world, have we wimessed so easy and rapid formauon of a
bloc of the Trowzkyvist and the out and out Right wingers
as in the United States, thus revealing at the very outser 13
Soctal  Democratic  and  anti-Comintern nature.  The Right
mistakes ol the I'arty helped the growih of Trowzkyism in the
United States.

Notwithsianding the presence of certain temporary premises
for Troizkviam in the United Suaes, the Troiwzkvist bloc there
also is doomed to collapse. The main condition for this is
a coriect political line ol the Communist Party based on clear
principles aintng at the elimination and correction of Right
misiakes and a decisive fight against the Right danger in the
ranks of the Workers (Communist) Party of America.

A successful struggle against both the out and out Right
as well as against the “Leit” Trotzkyist deviations, has been
hindered until now mainly by :the intolerant and unprincipled
faction struggle beiween the two leading groups, Each faction
spectlates on the mistakes of the other concealing or under-

estimating meanwhile its own mistakes, Each faction hurls
against the other accusations of alleged Right and “Leit”

mistakes. Actual and imagmary errors are exaggeiated lor
factional purposes and deviations are manufactureed out of theni.

For factional considerations, the minority of the C. E. C.
attacks the majority on some points more sharply than the
Trotskyists who have been expelled from the Party. In its turn
the majority, also lor factional reasons, resorts to absolutely
intolerable manocuvres (the invitation of the renegade Cannon
to a meeting of the C, E. C.. for example). Speculation on
deviations (instead of combating them), and faciional manu-
facturing of deviations, does not give the Party a chance to
discover the real niistakes and to establish the actual dimen-

sions and the actual sources of the Right (and also the “Lelt")
danger.

The struggle against the Right and “Left” dangers has to
contend with lactionalism in the Workers (Communist) Party of
America and cannot be developed in a truly Bolshevik manner
until this main hindrance is eliminated.

The C. I. several times requested the Party in the most
decisive manner to put an end to the factional struggle. The
VI, Flenum of the E. C. C. 1. demanded from the Party a “com-
plete and unconditional cessation of the factional struggle™. The
American Commission during the VI Plenum contirmed that
decision. The Tolit. Secretariat of the E. C. C. 1. declared in
April 1923 that: it is the opinion of the E. C. C. 1. that the
main problem of the Tarty in the field of organisation is to kill
all remnants of factionalism.” Finally the VI. Congress decided
that: “the most important task conironting the DParty is to put
an end to the Factional strife, which is not based on any
serious difierences, and at the same time, to increase the re-
cruiting of workers into the DParty and to give a delinite

stimulus to the promotion of workers to leading Party posts.”
The existing factions must be resolutely and definitely
liquidated. The factional struggle must be unconditionally

stopped. Without this no mass Communist Party of the Ameri-
can proletariat can be organised.

This is the most urgent task of the Party. The VI. Con-
vention of the Workers Party must categorically prohibit anv
further factional struggle, under threat ol expulsion from the
Party, and lay the foundation of a normal Party life, especialls
internal  democracy, seli-criticism and iron Darty discipline,
based on the unconditional subordination of the minoritv to iiwe

majority and an unconditional recognition of the decisions ol
the Comintern,
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All Parly members must unite their efiorts for the speediest
carrying out of this mosi urgent task.

The Young Workers League must not be led by any of the
factional groups in the Party, its members must fight on the
basis of the decisions of the Comintern and the Communist
Youth International for the liquidation of factionalism and fac-
tional groupings both in the League and in the Party.

The fact that the Party has increased last year the number
of its members employed in big iactories by 14%. the fact that
it has already come out as a staunch leader in stubborn class
wars, the fact that its influence among the native workers has
increased and improved, all this shows that the Party has
already matured for transformation into a mass organisation.
But the fact that the Party could not get more than 30.000 votes
in the elections shows that its ties with the American proletariat
is still weak.

The Party can become a mass proletarian Party only on
condition that it widens its base by creating its main strong-
holds in the ranks of the American workers, especially in the
most important branches of industry, and also among the
Negro workers, while at the same tims retaining its positions
among the revolutionary immigrant workers,

This course on the American workers and the decisive
branches of industry must run through all activities of the Party
and must be laid down as the foundation of the organisation
of the unorganised, the creation of new unions, the organi-
sation of the Left Wing in the old unions, “laying thereby the
basis for the actual realisation of the slogan of creation of a
wide Workers’ Party from below.” (Resolution of the VI. Con-
gress of the C. L)

Four principal conditions are now essential in order that
the Party may definitely enter the path leading to its trans-
formation into a mass Communist Party, four conditions, the
decisive significance of which neither the majority, which is
responsible for the leadership, nor the minority have under-
stood. These conditions are:

1. A correct perspective in the analysis of the general
crisis of capitalism and American imperialism which is a part
of it.

2. To place in the centre of the work of the Party the
dailﬂ needs of the American working class and especially
a) the demand for a 7-hour day and 6 hours for underground
workers and those engaged in injurious trades, while exposing
and waging a systematic struggle against the capitalist methods
of rationalisation directed towards intensifying the exploitation
of the workers; b) the demand for all forms of social insurance
at the cost of the employers and the State.

3. Freeing the Party from its immigrant narrowness and
seclusion and making the American workers its wide basis,
paying due attention to work among the Negroes.

4. Liquidation of factionalism and drawing workers inio
the leadership.

The E. C. C. L calls upon the VI. Convention of the
Workers (Communist) Party of America to carry out these
decisive tasks.

With Communist. Greetings.
Executive Committee of the Communist International.

AGAINST TROTZKYISM

The “Isvestia’ on the Fight against
Trotzkyism.

Moscow, 19th February 1029,

The “Isvestia” declares that Trotzkyism has degenerated int
a real anti-soviet organisation whose attitude towards the Soviet
Union is not in any way ditlerent from the attitude of any other
anti-soviet organisation. In their correspondence the Trotzkyists
refer {o the C.P. of the Soviet Union by no other name than
that of “enemy”. As can be seen ifrom their most recent docu-
ments, the Trotzkyists have no other enemy. Blind fury has
removed the imperialists and the social democrats from their
purview. The struggle against the C.P, of the Soviet Union.
against the Soviet Union 1tself and against the Communist Inier-
national, these are the basic ideas of Trotzkyism.

The “Isvestia” reminds its readers of the letter of instruc-
tions of Trotzky of 21st October 1028, which was published in
the organ ol Maslow and other white guardist journals, anl
declares that the main ideas of Trotzky's new programme are
the slogans of the secret ballot, strikes and the preparation o!
the followers of the opposition for a new civil war. This pro-
gramme is extremely important for it proves that in his pro-
gramme Trotzky is bearing the banner of the counter-revolution.
for the white-guardists, social revolutionaries and menshevists
marched in 1921 in the Kronstadt revolt with the slogan ol
the secret ballot. The hope of sirikes and civil war is characte-
ristic of all the enemies of the proletarian dictatorship.

During the space of one year Trotzky and his supporters
have gone through a remarkable development. In 1927 they
fought against the Party under the banner of bourgeois demo-
cracy and in 1929 they are fighting against the Party and agains:
the proletarian dictatorship under the banner of the counter-
revolution — really a brilliant end!

Some of the supporters of Troizky even speak of the neces-
sity of arming the proletariat for the struggle against the Soviet
power. However, the Trotzkyists overestimate their’ strength.
The¢ underground Trotzkyist group is with few exceptions noth-
ing but a miserable little group of bankrupt adventurers torn
by internal dissensions.

At the time of the XV Party Congress it was possible to
speak of the opposition as the tool of the “Third Power” in the
strugale against the dictatorship; today however, the Trotzkyis:
orgamisation has beconie an active and subjective counter-revo-
lutionary force whose most important task is the all-round
struggle against the proletarian dictatorship. It is quite clear
that the struggle against the Trotzkyists must be carried out
ruthlessly.

In the past year the Trotzkyists have adopted the position
of enemies of the Soviet Union, and therefore we can only deai
with them as enemies. Proletarian public opinion must be mo-
bilised against the Trotzkyist underground organisation whicl
must be exposed as an anti-soviet organisation striving 1o
undermine the building up of socialism.

The Trotzkyists are not in agreement amongst themselves.
Some of them have raised the question, “Back to the Party!" and
suggest co-operation with the Party. These people imagine that
they can save the Party from the right-wing danger and imagine
their return to the Party in the form of a bloc. Our Party with
its millions of members does not need such assistants. Now a-:
before, it will be able fo deal with all its enemies and with all
deviations from the path of Leninism. Those half-way Trotzkyis:s
must think of saving themselves before it is too late. Either
they must go with the Party and with the proletariat against all
its enemies, and in this case a decisive breach with the Trotz-
kyists is necessary, or they must go against the dictatorship o
the proletariat and against the Party, in which case no more
need be said.
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In years of struggle against Trotzkyism the Party has grown
and strengthened. The development and the fate of Trotzkyism
should serve as a warning to all anti-leninist deviations, for
all vacillations and for all comrades who deviate from the line
of the Party, the only line which guarantees the victory of the
proletariat.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DRY

International Women’s Day 1929
By G. G. L. Alexander.

That the banners under which the Communist International
leads the working women of all countries into the great world
front of the fighting proletariat bear, in the world historical hour
of March 1929, almost the same slogans. as they did a year
ago — the fight against imperialist war, for the Soviet Union,
against the robbery of capital — does not mean that the histo-
rical hour of today does not ditier, or diiers but little, from
that of the last Women’s Day. The wheel of history turns and
drives the contradictions of capitalism to their culmination, The
growing internationality, the ever more rapid succession of
¢izantic and obstinate economic struggles, taking place under
ever harder conditions, under the increasingly brutal measures
wniorced by the capitalist bandits on an ever higher level of
v\ploitation and enslavement of the broad masses. develop along
a zigzag line showing the crisis of capitalism, now entering
118 final stage.

Unbounded rationalisation: this means unbounded exploi-
tation, unbounded expansion at the expense of health, wages,
and working hours at the expense of the blood and lives of all
the exploited, and especially at the expense of the cheap labour
ol women, and by methods and measures forcing these exploited
mere and more to resistance and struggle. “Capitalism gives
oirth to its own grave-digger, the proletariat”. The character
of the latest struggle on the economic front brings ample proof
that the proletariat — increasingly conscious of its role and
task as grave-digger of the capitalist state of society -— is ofiering
resistance to the capitalist ofiensive.

It is characteristic of these intensified class struggles, born
of the contradictions inherent in the capitalist systen. that in
«ll countries the economic forces rule the State apparatus, that
faws fettering the workers’ organisations and paralysing the

ighting powers and fighting energies of the working masses,

dave been introduced in almost every country, and that every-
where social democrats and reformists help to nuake these laws
and to enforce them in every individual case, in many cases not
even taking the trouble to conceal their treachery (for instance
during the latest struggles in Germany) beneath sonie swindling
manoeuvre,

It is characteristic too, and new, that the social democrats
and reformists are resorting more and more to that policy
z'ready adopted by the American trade union reformists, that of
openly declaring the necessity of liquidating the policy of class
war, and of advocating in its place the policy of industrial
reace, of “economic democracy”.

These tactics have been widelv adopted of late bv the
sxial democrats in Germany. With their aid. carried forward
from stage to stage. capitalist rationalisation has been able to
imerge triumphant from every econowic struggle, at the expense
ol the workers; with their aid proletarian activity has been
raralvsed by arbitration swindles and fraudulent manoeuvres of
aery description; with their aid-even the terrorist measures of
the employers have been approved aund supported. But this
onical candour has unveiled the true character of all “indu-
“Irial peace” between capital and labour in the eves of the broad
masses, has impressed it effectually upon their consciousness - -
z1d this again is a fresh factor of the present sitnation.

The methods of state Fascism on the Mussolini pattern, the
nethods of brutal suppression and even complete extermination
ot all workers’ organisations, of open aud intensilied provo-
cation and murder of the workers, of bloody police measures
against arrested class fighters, are becoming increasingly custo-

~mary in all the other capilalist countries, and are camouflaged

and aided by the social democrats everywhere. This is proved
by the brutalities towards Red Front Fighters, state ol siege
as a reply to protest movements against the murdering o!
workers in Germany, terrorist measures against striking workers
in America. Poland and Austria.

In all the great capitalist countries the workers reply to
the increasingly shameless attacks of the capitalists by more
eunergetic and determined strike movements; 1o the lockout factics
of the employers by revolutionary struggles and class demon-
strations, and to the political, social, and politically cultural
advances of the bourgeoisie, for the exploitation and impove-
rishment of the workers, by united class action under the
leadership of the Communist Parties

Of all the strikes conducted of late in revolutionary forms
and with revolutionary slogans, the self-sacrificing aund tena-
cious strike of the Lodz textile workers was indubitably the
most striking example. Here hundreds and thousands of strikers.
led by the communists, resisted the united front of the emplo-
yers, Fascists, and reformists, under the slogan of the general
strike. Here, too the women workers showed their readiness fo
take their share, heroically and unitedly, in the undaunted defence
of the revolutionary class front .

In Germany one struggle has followed another in the lea-
ding branches of industry. In the textile workers’ struggle in the
Ruhr district it was again the women workers, as oiten belore.
who first took up the light, and first rose in protest against the
employers’ offensive, against the robbery of their wages and
their leisure time.

The wives of the locked out metal workers too took an
active part in the resistance, organised by the communists,
against the anti-labour policy of the trade union leaders and ot
Severing the social democratic “arbitrator” and member of the
government. Not only did they help in the organisation of the
W. I. R. work in the soup kitchens, but they showed their
readiness fo svmpathise and fight by their participation in the
meetings, demonstrations, and committees of action organised
by their locked out brother workers.

The gigantic strikes and lockouts in the coal industries of
Pennsylvania and Colorado were again characterised by the
active participation of the working women and workers’ wives.
a participation finding organisational expression in the foun-
ding of proletarian women’s organisations in the strike districts
during the strikes themselves.

The decisively important role played by the women workers
in the textile ~and garment-making industries has again
found proof in England. where the women took the initiative in
many of the recent struggles.

In the {fextile workers’ struggles in France, the women
workers have again shown themselves, as so often in this
couniry, to be active and determined fighters. They have marched
al the heads of demonstrations, worked in the strike committees,
taken part in the delegations sent to the employers,.and helped
to organise the relief work.

In almost every struggle, all over the world, we can observe
a growing proletarian counter-offensive, am energetic scil-
defcnce along the whole line of infensified capitalist aggression, a
conscious profest or at least a fermentation within the working
class against the inhuman methods of capitalist rationalisation,
and, since it is the women workers who suffer most severely
under these methods, it is natural that we also observe their
growing initiative in the economic struggles. The working
women of all countries feel the full force of capitalist hunger
for cheap labour, that is, for the labour of women and children.
for colonial slaves, for markets for their goods and for the
purchase of raw materials, and finally, for war armaments.
Hunger and exploitation convert the women into fighters in the
class war, make them ready to follow the leadership of the
Communist Party, prepare proletarian men and women to fight
together for even the so-called “women's slogans” equal pay
for equal work” — “the married woman's right to earn” — and
to recognise that in realily these are slogans of the common
struggle of working men and women against the employers.

For in the struggle they learn that it is now more important
than ever to bridge the chasms of sex and nation which have

|
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been made to divide the workers of the world from one
another, in face of the united oifensive of the imperialist em-
ployers of the whole world, whose political and international
expression and instrument is the League of Nations, that orga-
nisational centre, that scarcely masked general staff of the next
war, the class war beiween the world proletariat and the world
bourgeoisie.

For while the international concentration of all economic
forces into concerns and cartels. into combines with common
interests aiter the manner of the League of Nations, is one
aspect of world imperialism in its striving towards its culmin-
ating point as an international power. the other aspect is the
trighful tension already straining these forces, the tension bet-
ween the various groups of powers, expressed in the constant
and ever more openly pursued war armaments, and in the ever
acuter danger of war.

But double-facedness is characteristic of nnperialism; the
tension among its own forces does not prevent it from com-
bining in one front of the exploiters against the proletariat as
ithe front of the exploited. That the attack on the proletariat in-
volves the whole antagonism between the world front and world
rule of imperialism on the one hand, and the world front of the
proletariat on the other, may be seen very clearly from the
constant and increasingly more freqently repeated hostile and
provocative moves against the Soviet Union, as the most power-
tful proletarian stronghold in the world. When the imperialists,
and their allies, the social democrats, speak today of securing
peace, they mean war against the Soviet Union, synonymous with
class war against the world proletariat as bearer and accom-
plisher of the world revolution. Therefore the Communist Inter-
national calls upon the working women of all countries, on this
International Women's Day, to join the great revolutionary world
front for the light against economic exploitation and political
oppression, against’ the threateming danger of war, and for the
ditence of the Soviet Union and with this the fight for the
proletarian dictatorship.

The fear and hatred felt for revolution by the exploiting and
owning class, their eflorts to prolong their rule, find their in-
tensest historical utterance in the deadly emmity towards the
Soviet Union, this mighty creation of the proletarian world
revolution which has already begun, this first State of the
proletarian dictatorship and of socialist construciion, this first
State in which women's emancipation and women’s equal rights
are actually being realised. In the Soviet Union the working
womnten defend their own present and future, their bread of
today, their liberty of tomorrow.

Our Women's Day and anti-war campaign will enable the
working women to undersiand imternational solidarity, the link
ioining their fate with the struggles for national liberation and
against imperialism in China, Indta, Latin America, and in the
colonial and semi-colonial couutries.

The bourgeoisie mobilises the women by military laws. But
this mobilisation for imperialist war can become a mobilisation
for revolution - - in accordance with Lenin's slogan of “turning
the weapons”. Preciselv the working women will be forced more
than ever before. in the coming imperialist war, into the war
iront in defence of the inferests of the imperialists. It is not only
that the fact of their already greatly increased participation as
chieapest labour, in the rationalised process ol production, will
be extended (0 an unlimited degree in war, The next war will
brine the working women increazed dansers as compared with
the last: The fact that warlare by means of gas and aeroplane
will greatly extend the area of attack in the next war, bringing
the danger zone from the frontiers into the interiors of the
couniries, into the great cities. and most of all into the great
mdustrial centres, signilies that the lives of even the civil popu-
lation will be endangered, especially the lives of the children.
And this threat hangs above all over the heads of the women
vworking in the war and armament indusiries. We must drive
all these facts home to the working women, that they may be
prepared to fizht for their own class against the mobilisation
Jorced upon them by the industrial lords and their agents: the
hourgeois governments and their faithiul henchmen, the social
democrats.

The women's movement of the 1. Tuternational plays its
special part in the treacherous policy and tactics of social demo-
sracy towards ihie broad masses, The tactics of the social demo-

cratic women’s movement aim at diverting the attention of the
women from political questions and from questions of the class
struggle. They divert the women’s attention from the war danger
by spreading pacifist illusions.

The International Communist Women's Day, by its mass d2-
monstrations and actions in every country, will show that in
the question of imperialist war a fundamental ideological line
of demarcation divides the masses of revolutionary women from
the shallow illusions and phrases about understandings between
the peoples and peace among the nations, disseminated by :he
Locarno pacifism of social democracy and reformism. Our anti-
war campaign must transform this communist realisation into
couscious will to action among the broad masses of the womer.
convincing them that only the relentless proletarian cluss
struggle, pursued by every means available, can avert the danger
of war and defend the Soviet Union and its splendid achievements
for the building up of the socialist state of society.

The bourgeois women's organisations of today signify no
more and no less than the provision of an army of millions o
women ready to render war service, and of these millions many
are proletarian women. Leagues and associations of every
description are working in their various spheres, in welfare
service. vocational training, cultural and educational work.
religious education, physical training up to the point of military
drill. Of late these organisations have even penetrated the work:
and factories in order to reach the working women there.

In the face of all these facts — the fact that on the one
hand the social democrats. reformists, and pacifists, are seeking
to deceive the women as to the nearness of the impending war.
whilst on the other hand the jingo patriots and Fascists are
trying to mobilise them for war, and of the fact that alarming
news comes with ever greater frequency from all parts of the
world, news of aggravated conflicts between the various groups
of powers, or reports of new “securities” and alliances betwect:
osher groups of powers. directed obviously against the Sovie!
Union, whether in the form of reorganisations of indusirial
groups for the production of war equipment, or in the form o}
the discovery of fresh stores of munitions or poisonous gases. --
we must devote the utmost energy to making our Women’s Day
campaign at the same time a comprehensive and widely visible
fizhting action against imperialist war, an effectual action againsi
war danger and the war preparations of the imperialists, and
for the protection of the Soviet Union.

The Third International as
Awakener and Leader of the
Women of the East.

By Clara Zetkin.

(Extract from a long treatise.)

The victory of the Red October, the establishment of the
proletarian dictatorship, and the beginnings of the building un
of Socialism ia the Soviet Union have created for the Conn
munist International an immense sphere of work for the emun-
cipatinn and attainment of equal rights for the women of the
Orient, a wide ficld ol possibilities of activity. The fact that
the proletarian revolution broke the galling chains fettering the
female sex. has illuminated the darkness surrourding the women
of the Near and Far East like a flaming pillar of fire in 1be
night. Theyv have begun to awaken from the twilight of un-
counted ages. They are awakening to the realisation that thes
are human beings, and feel within them the urge for humnn
righta. Capitalism, penetrating even into the East, has paved the
wayv for the revolutionising of women. and not only v
eslablishing close and permanent relations with the West. Ca-
pitalist commerce destroys the old productive household cco-
nomv. and therewith the family as the economic unit, The
canitalist inustrialisation of the East brings with it the inten-
sest exploitation of female labour. Great masses of women are
removed from economic dependence on the family, and from
the family itsclf. But the capitalist employer — alike whethe:
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a2tive or foreign — substituting his sovereign power for this
dependence, does not help to put an end to the social and legal
enslavement of the female sex by the patriarchal family and the
privileges of the man. On the contrary, he utilises the woman’s
position to squeeze out more surplus value, combining the
latest methods of modern production with the powers of
enslavement bequeathed him by an ancient state of society.

We see that a woman's rights movement of a bourgeois
character has gained partial success in DPersia, India, Japan,
China, and especially in Turkey. This has not, however, over-
thrown the main pillar supporting the general enslavement of
women, and above all it has failed to penetrate into those
sunless social depths where the actual power and tradition of
acestral economic and social conditions, of religious rules and
defusions, increase beyond endurance the misery of the ex-
pioited and subjugated masses of women. The Communist Inter-
ritonal, fully realising the far-reaching importance of the re-
vciutionising of the women of the East ﬁ)r the national struggles
against imperialism and for the world revolution of the pro-
leariat, has mot shrunk from’ the extremely difficult task of
incuding in its aims the struggle for the complete emancipation
ani equal rights of the women of the Near and Far East.
In these countries jts national Sections courageously and de-
varedly take the lead, in the advance towards this goal. It is
bringing to the working and peasant women the realisation
@i woman is not o be the servant of the desires and the
beast of burden of the man, nor a profit-making machine for
the rich and powerful. It is showing them the path to the con-
juest of free human rights, It is transforming passive patience
ani secret longing into fighting determination and fighting
power.

- The work done by the young Communist Party of China
‘s examplary in this respect. It has awakened the idea of the
iberation of the female sex to active fighting vitality among
great masses of workinwomen — factory workers, peasants,
proletarian and petty rgeois housewives, intellectuals. [t
has at the same time succeeded in imparting to the struggle for
woman’s rights an extent and impetus which the bourgeois
women’s movement has failed to do. A few facts out of the
Nenitude of proofs of this:

In 1927 a women's conference was held at Hupeh, opened
o &h March as an International Women’s Congress. Delegates
weat by organised women of all classes took part in the con-
¥rence, including 22 representatives of working women. The
nnference opensd its sessions by sending greetings to the
Yomen’s Secretariat of the Communist International in Moscow.
The first semtence of the programme of action drawn up by
he conference read: “Revolution is the only way to the eman-
ination of woman”. The women were further called upon to
ks part conjointly’ with the men in the revolutionary struggles.

The magnificence of this conference pales, however, be-
ore the dry figures whick state that, in April 1927, 325,000
vworking women were organised in trade unions in five pro-
“oces in South China; that in the provinces of Human and
(wantumg 140,000 peasant women were members of the
wasants’ unions, apd that in ‘Hunan the women’s associations
1d approximately 200,000 members of different social strata.
These figures are not merely statistics on paper. The history
1 the revolutionary struggles proves this. In the glorious strike
a4 insurrection-movement at Shanghai on 8th March, 1926,
vorking women fought and fell in the front ranks, and they
lid not fail to take part in the gigantic demonstration celebrat-
o7 the anniversary of these evenis in 1927.

ln China, as in all countries of the East, the Communist
mernational finds a powerful ally in its struggle for the
pmolete emancipation of the female sex. This is the great
mrk of women’s emancipation accomplished by the proletarian
svolution in the Republics and autonomous regions of the
putt. East and the Soviet Union and in Central Asia. That the
letarian revolution has here raised the vendible chattel
n” to the position of a human being with full rights,
ging unveiled from the closeness and confinement of the
‘Omen's apartments into public life — this actuality, undreamt
by the women of the East, is recruiting armies of Lopeful
ers and death-defying combatants among the masses of
women.

The idea of international solidarity, of alliance with the
sisters and brothers of all nations, races, and confessions,
fighting for the same aim, acts with the power of a religious
faith upon those who skare. it. Hundreds and thousands of
women are pressing forward to the new Easter conference
which will help then to their place in humanity. In these women
there lie latent immeasurable resources and stores of energy,
hitherto unable to find an outlet. Once released, this energy
will expand with irresistible force, like a stream long ice-bound,
but breaking forth at last from its icy tkrall and sweeping
away the dams in its path, It is the task of the Communist
International to guide this force into the channels of the World
Revolution, where it may shatter the old and create the new.
The task is enormous, as is also the responsibility for its
fulfilment.

Women Advancing in the C. P. of
Gireat Britain.

Their Part in the X. Party Congress.
By Phyllis Neal.

The development of the work of the Communist Party of
Great Britain among women during ‘the past year was reflected
to a considerable extent at the X. Congress of the Party, held
January 19—22; not so much in the number of women dele-
gates attending, as in the participation of those delegates in the
deliberation of the Congress and the attention given by the
Congress as a whole to the women’s aspect of every question.

The number of women attending with deliberative votes
was 9, out of a total of 131 delegates with deliberative votes.
The number with consultative votes was 15, out of a total of
100 consultative votes. The total of women delegates was thus
24 out of 231. Of these, 5 were from women from industry,
6 in commercial and professional work, 8 housewives and
4 functionaries. The strongest representation was from London
and near districts (10), by reason of the poverty and unemploy-
ment prevailing in the industrial centres of the North and the
coal-fields of South Wales, Scotland and the Midlands, which
forbade the payment of heavy travelling exoenses. Nevertheless
there were present women from Lancashire (cotton textile
district) 3; from Nottingham and Derby (region of mining,
lace, hosiery and artificial silk manufacture), 2; and one each
from the Scottish coal-field, the South Wales coal-field, Glasgow
(textile, metal works, and shipbuilding). Sheffield (steel). and
Birmingham (area of iron, pottery, railway works and home
industries such as making of cheap jewelry and toys).

A woman comrade, Lily Webb, of Wigan (textile area).
was elected to the Presidium, and one (Kath Duncan of Lon-
don) to the Political Commission of the Congress. The elections
to the C. E. C. resulted in the return of three women, where
formerly was only one: Helen Crawford (re-elected). Beth
Turner (national woman's organiser) and Marjorie Pollitt.

In almost every important discussion before the Congress
women delegates took part: upon the international and national
situation and the general tasks of the Party; upon the tactical
questions arising from the new policy of the Party in relation
to the Labour Party; uron trade union work; upon organi-
sational questions; as well as upon the special item of work
among women.

To the last question the Plenum of the Congress devoted
about an hour and a quarter, appointing at the same time a
commission of men and women delegates, to examine in detail
the thesis on work among women, and {o receive also all other
questions and proposals connected with this part of the Party’s
work.

The thesis in its final form examined the economic and
political character of the oresent period, from thie noint of view
of its effects upon the life of working class women. It placed
before the whole Party, men and women members, alike, the
tasks: Mobilise the working class women against the capitalist
offensive and against the imverialist war premarations: recruit
the working women to the Party and the trade wnions. In the
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series of -concrete measures enumerated for the carrying out of
these tasks, the first importance was given o women in in-
dustry, especially in the potential war industries; and pro-
minence was given to the development of delegate meetings and
fo winning the support of working women for the Party’s
policy and programme in the approaching Parliamentary Elec-
tion.

The reporter upon this item in the Plenum, Comrade Beth
Turner, was followed by seven speakers (five women and two
men), only lack of time preventing many more who were de-
sirous of speaking. It was very noticeable that the comrades
who participated in the discussion spoke out of considerable
" practical experience in this work. Chief attention was given
to the very big and urgent work (of which the Party is as
yet only at the beginning) which must be carried out in the
chemical and artificial silk industries; the already great. and
still increasing, imroduction of women into the metal indu-
stries; the struggles in the cotton industry; the importance of
unemployed women; the necessity to avoid the mistake of
neglecting the worker’s wife while giving the greatest measure
of attention to women in industry. An intensified fight against
the women reformist leaders was called for; and a repeated
demand was made for thorough training ot women members
and their advancement to responsible posts.

The reporis upon the Party’s work among women gave
evidence that the principal success of the past year was the
extension "of Communist influence over wide circles of non-
Party women, in the mass organisations, by means of united
front activities under the proclaimed leadership of the Party;
as for example in the campaign for International Women’s Day,

“and the campaign against imperialist war, out of which arose
the delegation of 50 working women to the U. S. S. R. On the
other hand, they revealed wherein lies its greatest shortcoming
at present: in the slight extent to which this movement has
drawn in the women in the factories.

To sum up: the Party will go forward from the 10th Con-
gress with a yet wider appreciation of the revolutionary im-
portance of winning the masses of working class women; with

*a knowledge of its present strength and weakness in this field,
and of the forces within its ranks which can be developed and
made more efficient; wi‘h a clear picture of the next tasks,
and concrete plans for fulfilling them.

Women of the British Farms.
By A. K.

The peasant woman, working upon a plot of land which
belongs to her family, so fimiliar a figure in most countries,
is practically unknown in England. In Ireland there are some
57,000 of them, and a few in remote parts of Scotland, But in
England the land is almost entirely cultivated by farmers who
rent it from the great landlords and work it by means of
wage-labour. It is capitalistic farming.

The agricultural labourer, toiling early and late, earns a
wage of between 20/ -and 30/- a week — seldom more than
the latter. In some cases he may receive in addition grass for
a cow, milk or potatoes, but never sufficient to afford his
family more than a miserable level of subsistence,

Usually the cottage in which they live belongs to the farm.
They may therefore only occupy it so long as the man works
for that particular farmer: should he for any reason be dis-
missed, they will be not only foodless, but homeless.. And not
only are these village workers economrically at the mercy -of
the farmers, so that it is dangerous to show an independent
spirit, but the landlord has already taken care, through the
medium of the village school and church, that their ideas
shall be moulded as far as he can ensure it to submission and
reverence for his power.

Tte life of the labourer’s wife may then be easily imagined.
Wretchedly poor, living in a cottage that is small, usually
dilapidated, with no sanitary arrangements, in many cases
without water. it is impossible to give her children a healthy
upbringing. Passing through a country village, the traveller,

expecting to see bomny, rosy-cheeked women and chilir
meets instead pale, sickly children and young . women alra
lined and haggdard. To supplement the Lusband’s pitn
women and children work in the fields as “extra hanis
certain seasons, for example, at harvest, potato-lifting, tum
thinning. and so on, at very low wages. The education autl
rities allow the children to be absent from school for 1
purpose, or. even in some districts close the. schools wh
the children work. The wife in the intervals of her off

‘work will probably rear fowls and sell the eggs, cultivaie |

own “little garden, and if the farmer allows it, keep a cow
a calf.

Her daughter will probably not remain at school e
until the age of 14, as the children of town workers usu:
do. Her parents will be obliged by their poverly to apply
her release as soon as she is 12 years old. if she remain;
the countryside she will become a servant on ome of
farms, rising at 4 or 5 o'clock in the morning to get
men off to their work in the fields, slaving all day at clean:
milking, baking, etc., and going to sleep late in the even
in an attic or out-building. Her wages will be between 4/ o
a week, paid at intervals of three months, with food in
dition. Cut of this she must buy her own_ clothes, ani
possible send a little help for her parents and young bro:
amd sisters.

Or else in some little town near by may be set up o
the great factories connected - with the newer industries (s
as, for example, artificial silk) in which the employers pr
to avoid the industrial centres where there is some trad:
of trade union organisation, Here she will be set to wor
machines that are rum at ever-increasing speed for a w
which represents shameless exploitation, but which she str
every nerve to retain, because it appears to her a good »
in comparison with wages on the farms.

Among the agricultural labourers of Scotland and Ire
conditions are very similar, except that there the girls
hired by the farmers at periodical fairs — usually every
months. Wages are much the same, or even slightly lowe
Ireland. The questions usually asked by Irish women ofi
themselves for hire are: “Will I get the same food a:s
farmer’s family?” “Will | sleep in the house or in the ba
“Will 1 get time free on Sunday to go to church?”

Although they hLave shown great heroism in the natior
struggle, the country women of Ireland have as yet h
begun to take an active part in the class struggle. And in
the agricultural workers in general, by reason of their “e
tion” and surroundings, are the most backward section o
working class of Great Britain and Ireland. They have
the opportunities for association and inierchange of ideas
come to the workers in the great centres; it is not eas
revolutionary propaganda to reach them; and the infi
of the church is powerfully exercised.

Only through revolutionary action together with th:
dustrial workers can these women look for release fron
slavery of the couniryside. Only a revolutionary wo
government, by taking the land from the big owners, m
it accessible to the country worker, encouraging co-ope:
working, assisting by instruction in scientific methods
credits, etc.,, organising state farms, with good comditio
work controlled by an agricultural workers’ trade union
open the way to their emancipation.



No. 12

lnternational Press Correspondence

217

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The Session of the Executive
Committee of the International
Co-operative Alliance.

By E. Varyas (Moscow).

The 7th and 8th of February saw the session, at Prague, of
the International Co-operative Alliance, Besides the report by
the General Secretary and the financial report for 1928, the
agenda included the report of the Commission for Reorganising
the Agenda of the Congress, and reports by the Economic Com-
mission, the Statistical Commission, and the like.

_ General interest centred on the session of the special com-
mission entrusted with the working out of a programme for
the economic activity of the Alliance.

-

Even prior to the session these questions were discussed
by the co-operative press. Thus, in an article in the central
organ of the Alliance, Professor Gide atiempted to prove that
the principle of class struggle was out of date and must be
replaced by co-operation between workers and employers. He
denied the class character of the task of the consumers co-
operatives, supporting his arguments by a reference to the
change allegedly brought about in the composition of the
membership by a greater accretion from better situated circles.
In an arficle ‘published in the same columns, May, Secretary
of the Alliance, openly took the part of the cartels and trusts,
which, he declared, had undoubtedly rendered the consumer
valuable services in the direction of price-stabilisation, while
In cerfain instances contributing to an improvement of working
conditions. He opposed those members of the co-operatives who
found it necessary to fight against the monopolist trusts and
artels, seeing that, in his opinion, this did not come within
the scope of the task the Alliance was intended to fuliil. Tanner,
Chairman of the Alliance, laid stress on the advisability of a
co-ordination of the activity of the Alliance with that of the

respective organ of the League of Nations,

In summing up these three points of view, we obtain the
lollowing factors: a) Renunciation by the co-operative movement
of the principle of class struggle. g) Denial of the class cha-
racter of the tasks facing the co-operatives. ¢) Necessity of co-
operation by the Alliance with the economic organs of the

eague of Nations, by the national co-operative organisations
with their bourgeois Governmenis, and by the workers with
their employers. d) Recognition of the “useful” role played by
the monopolist cartels and trusts in the improvement of working
oonditions.

The motions put forward in the Commission by the re-
presenfatives of the various national organisations, practically
coincide in the matter of their contents with the points of view
outlined above. Owing to the war, the revolution, and post-war
occurrences, the Western European co-operative ideology has
abandoned the former Utopian theory of a peaceful transforma-
tion of the existing capitalist order of society into a Socialist
order by means of the co-operatives and has passed over to a
conception of the co-operatives as integral parts of the capitalist
system. This appears quite clearly from the above theoretic
reflections and their practical application.

Reformism now regards the co-operatives merely as organs
for the distribution of goods in a manner advantageous to the
consumer, but as nothing more.

While at former Congresses of the Alliance the reformist
standpoint was repudiated by the ltalians (Vergnani), Belgians
(Anseele), and French (the "Guesdistes), who insisted on the
dass character of the co-operatives. we now see a complete
unformity of opinions among West-European co-operative
leaders on the fundamental questions of the réle and object of
the co-operative system. At the Prague Congress, it was only
Comrade Kissin, representing the Soviet, co-operatives, who op-
posed the suggestions which aimed at turning the co-operatives
into a purely commercial organisations.

_—.

The declaration made at the Alliance meeting by Comrade
Kissin in the name of the Soviet co-operatives,*) sets forth the
standpoint of the members of Soviet co-operatives as to the
true tasks of the consumers co-operatives under capitalist
conditions. The declaration furnishes an exact idea of the real
tasks of co-operatives and repudiates the reformist standpoint.
Starting from the fact that the co-operatives are organisations
of the working class, it argues that not only must the require-
ments of the workers in the character of consumers be taken
into consideration but that relief must also be extended to the
workers in the case of strikes, unemploymemt, lockouts, political
persecution, and the like. The declaration goes on to point out
that under capitalist conditions, with the means of production
concentrated in the hands of the capitalist dass, the role of
the co-operatives and their significance for the workers must
necessarily be greatly limited and that the co-operatives could
hope to fulfill their real mission — that of one of the main
factors in the development of Socialism — only after the
trasference of power into the hands of the workers and peasants.
The declaration concludes by analysing the position of the con-
sumers co-operatives and the forces and tendencies influencing
their development. and seeks means for the improvement of their
activity and for the better protection of their interests, starting
from an analysis of the position of the working class which
is the actual presumption for the existence of consumptive co-
operalives.

The Soviet co-operatives once formulated the tasks of the
Alliance, starting from the principle of class struggle, from the
necessity of a co-operation of the Alliance with the proletarian
organisations which really protect the standard of living of the
workers, for peace and against the danger of war, for the de-
fence of the Soviet Union, for the liberation of the colonial
peoples, for the destruction of capitalism and the establishment
of Socialism.

The Prague session led on the one hand to a clearer under-
standing of the new orientation of the West-European leaders
as to what are the rale and the actual obiect of the co-operatives
under capitalist conditions; on the other hand, this session
served to set forth the standnoint of the greatest co-operative
movement, isolated within the Alliance in its imsistance ou
class-warfare. the standpoint of that co-operative system which
is the greatest in the world, which has developed under cir-
cumstances of a proletarian dictatorship and which now re-
presenis an important factor in Socialist construction.

TEN YEARS OF THE COMINTERN

The Tenth Anniversary of the
Founding of the Comintern.

By M. Jablonski (Moscow).

Ten years have passed since the best represemtatives of the
international revolutionary proletariat, rallying to the call of
the C. C. of the C. P. of the Soviet Union, gathered together
in the Red Capital of the first workers’ State to lay the founda-
tions of the “new revolutionary International”. They were not
numerous, these foreign delegates to the first world conference
of the Communists, who stood for the platiorm of Bolsheviam;
but the ideological force with which they were supported made
the whole capitalist world quake. For this was the power which
arose out of the imperialist war and of the October Revolution,
which in consistenily triumphant advance won over the van-
guard of the working class, who defended it with great sacri-
fice and suffering. with the blood of such fighters of the nro-
tarian struggle for emancipation as Rosa Luxemburg, Karl
Liebknecht and thousands of unknown heroes.

The days from the 2nd to the 7th of March, 1919, on which
the first Congress of the Comintern sat under the chairmanship

*) The full text of this declaration will be published in the
next regular number of the “Inprecorr”.
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of Lenin and proclaimed the battle-cries of the world revolu-
tion, are an impor.ant date in the history of humanity.

The class fight of the proletariats in the whole world took
on new forms, forms of the real revolutionary insurrections
against international capital. It assumed fresh fundamental con-
tent, regiesemied by the conviction that the task of overthrowing
the bourgeoisie afd Uestroying the bourgeois State is no longer
a more or less distant future dream but an actuality on the
order of the day. In a word: the changing of the fundamental
forms of the proletarian fight and the changing of its main
content was summed up and expressed in those two leading
principles laid down by the first congress in its resolutions:
the principle of the diclatorship of the proletariat and of the
Soviets as its form, as the form in which democracy for the
working class, democracy for all workers, is most practically
and concretely realised.

In these two principles or. rather, in this one single prin-
ciple — for the Soviet Power is the realisation of proletarian
dictatership — lies the fundamental historical significance ot
the Communist In‘ernational, “its place and its role” in the
fight for the emancipation of the working class and of the whole
of humanity from economic exploitation and political bondage.
In his famous article “The III. International and its Place in
History” Lemin points out the insoluble relationship between
the founding of the Comintern and the creation of the Soviet
Union, the common path of the fight which must be followed
by them to achieve the overthrow of world capitalism. In this
connection Lenin says:

“Formally the IIl. International was founded at its
tirst congress in March, 1919, in Moscow. And the cha-
racteristic feature of the IIl. International, — its vocation
to fulfil Marx’s testament and convert it into life, and to
realise the eternal ideals of Socialism and of the Labour
movememt — this characteristic feature of the IIl. Inter-
national found expression from the start, for the new, the
third, “International Labour Association” immediately began
to coincide in a certain measure with the Union of the So-
cialist Soviet Republics.”

Lenin supplements this thought in the following explanation:

“The international federation of the parties, which
command the most revolutionary movement in the world.
i. e, the movement. of the proletariat for the overthrow of
capitalist dominion, now has a special and, as far as its
completeness is concerned, an unparalleled basis: several
Soviet Republics, which embody on an international scale
the dictatorship of the proletariat and its victory over
capitalism.”

When Lenin wrote these lines the Hungarian Soviet Re-
public existed side by side with the triumphant Soviet State
of the Russian proletariat, and in this strengthening of the
foundations of the international revolution, in this extension of
its basis, the clearest expression was given to the fact that
the Communist' International is not only a child of the October
of 1917 but organiser and creator of the world October. the
pledge of the final victory of the proletariat in the whole world.

The words of Lenin, that the revolutionary world party
possesses a firm foundation in the existence of the Soviet Re-
publics, confirm and further develop Marx’ thought that the
Froletariat attains the greatest degree and the highest form of
the intensified. class struggle only when the workers of in-
dividual countries succeed in seizing the power. It is only
then that the victorious proletariat. holding its position as the
ruling class, can ruthlessly suppress all resistance on the part
of the exploiting class in its country and at the same time
develop its leadership among all workers and among the op-
pressed masses. This victory of the proletariat in one country

(or - in individual countries) forms the centre about which all
national and class conflicts of the new epoch of world history
will have to gather.

For this reason the creation and the existence of the first
proletarian State in the world arise from the same causes as
the existence and the whole course of development of the Com-
munist International. The two are, therefore, inseparably asso-
ciated not only by reason of the fact that they both, by their
very existence, deny the whole capitalist world in opposing
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie by the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the bourgeois systen of exploitation by the
system of Social construction ; they are also the representatives
of a uniform process of world revolution, for every class
struggle, irrespective of the particular country or part of the
world in which it breaks out, is governed not oamly by the
domestic conditions of the particular country but chieﬂz; by the
state of the fight waged by world capitalism against the Soviet
Union, as the stronghold of the revolutionary proletariat of
the whole world and as the outpost of all oppressed and
exploited peoples.

This also means that whoever fighis for the basic ﬁrincip}es
of the Commuriist International must also fight for the Soviet
Union, and, conversely, the whole history of the internationa!
Labour movement shows that all who oppose the October
Revolution must be regarded as the worst enemies of the
Comintern. An illustration of this indisputable fact is that every
renegate from Communism, every deserter from the Comintern,
is a manifest adversary of the Soviet Union and the worst
of calumniators of the Proletarian Power. It is quite unnecessary
to give examples. The whole course of the development of all
renegade groups and tendencies. which have been expelled
from the Comintern, shows that in the end every fight against
the Comintern leads to a fight against the Soviet Union and to
a counter-revolutionary and anti-Soviet attitude. All rightward
and “lefiward” deviations from the Comintern proved this
indisputably.

For, as Lenin pointed out, the splits which to-day take
place within the Labour movement are no longer the same
as they were in the past, for instance, like the splits which
took place before the war in Social Democracy and among the
Anarchists, but are of a nature which bears upon the very
meaning of our historic epoch: “for or against the proletarian
dictatorship”.

The interpretation of this simple formula is: “for or against
the Comintern, for or against the Soviet Union”. There is no
third.

On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Comintern
all honest revolutionary proletarians, all oppressed and toiling
masses, in celebrating the founding of the Communist World
Party, which is destined to put an end to the whole capitalist
order, to exploitation and subjugation will remember that the
Soviet Union is a child of the Comintern and that it was only
under the slogans of Leninism that the Russian proletariat was
able to complete its emancipation. They will remember that the
Communist International is also a child of October. Only then
will they fully realise that it is only under the banner of the
Comintern that the revolutionary proletariat can defend ifs
“homeland”, “the homeland of all toilers”, and that the world
dictatorship of the proletariat, the world union of Socialist
Soviet republics, can only be realised under the banner of the
Comintern. For the world-historic significance of the IIl. Inter-
national lies in the fact that it began to translate into reatlity
the great slogan of Marx, the slogan which epitomises the cen-
tury-old development of Socialism, the slogan which is expressed
in the idea of the “dictatorshio of the Proletariat’.

— — — “A new eyoch of world revolution began.”
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The C. P. of Germany and the International.

The C. P. G., the Rights and the Conciliators.
Full Text of Speech Delivered by Comrade Gussev at the Meeting of the Presidium of the E. C. C. 1. on December 19th 1928,

Comrades, the Political Secretariat of the E. C. C. 1., as
Comrade Kuusinen has already announced, has appointed a com-
mission to look into the question of the alternate members of
the C. C. C. P. G. — Hausen and Galm. That commission
examined a number of factional Right documents and the de-
tailed_explanations given by Comrades Hausen and Galm and
on this basis drew up a draft resolution. In that resolution we
had 10 dwell upon the whole political platiorm of the Rights
and also the activities of Brandler and Thalheimer. We con-
demned minor leaders of the Right faction only because they
happened to be alternate members of the Central Commitiee of
the German Party and kept silent in our resolutions over the
activities of Brandier and Thalheimer who are the true leaders
of the Right faction. That is the first fact. Secondly, we could
not take up the question of the Right danger in the German
Party in its full scope as decided on by the DPolitsecretariat, and
ignored the question of the conciliatory attitude toward the
Right tendency.

. That is why the limits of the work of the Commission were
extended, the two Commissions of the Politsecretariat on the
German question were amalgamated and the result of their joint
work was two draft letters — an Open and a Closed Letter to
the Communist Party of Germany, which have been sent out
to the members of the Presidium.

Why have we added to the Open Letter a section appertaining
to the conciliators?

We did that not only because the conciliators in general,
at all times and .in all climates. constitute a certain element
belonging to the Right tendency, but also because the German
conciliators at the present time stand between the Party and
the Right Faction as a buffer which restrains and moderates the
blows delivered to the Rights by the Party. The coaciliators
impede the struggle against the Right danger, hamper the Party
in that struggle, in some cases they openly defcnd the Rights
and paralyse the struggle of the Party against them.

o overcome the conciliators is therefore one of the ele-
ments of the struggle against the Right danger and in this
sense a systematic struggle against them constitutes one of the
indispensable elements of the struggle against the Right danger.
That is why we had to insert a section on the conciliators in the
Open Letter on the Right danger in the Communist Party of
Germany.

What has happened in the Communist Party of Germany
during the period of October 6 and the middle of December?
in my mind this could be briefly formulated as follows:

1. The Rights organised with extraordinary rapidity their
faclion, extensively developed their factional activity and openly
adopted a hostile attitude towards the Party and the Comintern.

2. During the same period, the conciliators have also assumed
an offensive against the majority of the Party and took the
position of a loyal opposition in the Party, in which connection
tl‘;:ir recent activities begin to assume an openly hostile factional
character. '

The political platform of the Rights consists of a negative
and a positive parl. The negative part includes a repudiation of
the decisions of the IV. Congress of the R. 1. L. U. and the
VL. Congress of the Comintern, including the Programme. The

positive side consists of the theory of transitional slogans in

the transition period as opposed to the decisions of the 1V. Con-
i gress of the R. I. L. U. and the V1. Cingress of the Comintern
! (concretely, their slogan is: control over production at the
nresent time), plus some Troiskyist ideas on the organisational
question with some corrections concerning German Social De-
mocratic practice.

The Open Letter stigmatises the platform of the Rights as
2 Left Social Democratic platform. 1t also enumerates the chief
moims of the political platform of the Rights. But 1 think it
would be beneficial to us {o take up this political platiorm as
lxid down by Brandler himself. In his outline, there are certain
original shadings which cannot be left out of consideration.
Brandler delivered a speech at a Party meeting at Offenbach
which was attended also by students. A report on that speech

was published in the “Volksrecht”, No. 6, Nov. 1923. Here i»
the outline of the platform as published in that paper on the
basis of Brandler’s speech.

Thesis 1: August 1923, marked the culmisating point of
the mass labour movement against hunger and against the high
cost of liv'in%l. The misiake in the evaluation of the political
situation of the time consisted in the fact that the position of
the bourgeoisie was considered to be hopeless and it was
believed that the bourgeoisie will be unable to stop the inflation
and to stabilise the mark. The masses were then really backing
the Communist 'arty. Brandler, who then went to Mo:cow,
disagreed with the members of the E. C. C. I. and believed thut
to go over from the defensive against the Fascist attacks to an
independent offensive, would considerably undermine the syvm-
pathyr of the masses towards the Party.

hesis- 2: The Farty was so “enthused and militarised”
in October, that it did not observe the coming ‘“‘depressing moods
of the masses”. )

Thesis 3: Brandler kept silent until now on the October
events because he did not want to provide the prosecuto: with
material Eyrior to the anmesty. Now, after the amnesty, he speeks
openly of his conferences in Moscow with the Russian com-
rades. headed by Troisky, concerning the setting up of. and
preparation for, fixed dates on which to deliver an “armed blow”
bewafinetes losschlagen) and concerning “illegal imports of

ussian grain” to Saxony.

Thesis 4: Brandler kept silent before the amnesty because
he did not want to provide the prosecutor with information, but
afer the decisions of the IV. &)ngress of the R. I. L. U.. the

1X. Plenum of the E. C. C. I.. the secret agreement between the

Russian and German delegations and the decisions of the
V1. Congress of the Comintern he can no longer keep silent.

Thesis 5: To abide by these decisions in the sphere of
trade union activity would be disastrous for all Communist
Parties in the capitalist countries.

Thesis 6: The present Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Germany has returned, as a result of the decisions of
the 1V. Congress of the R. 1. L. U, to the old Ruth Fischer
position, but has done so inconsistently and drawn no logical
conclusion concerning the need for the organisation of new
unions.

Thesis 7: The Party has become a barrack,

Thesis 8: It is a grave error to leave out the transitional
demands from the Programme. Precisely, the question of indu-
strial democracy. brought forward by the Social Democrats. who
want o direct the instinctive desire of the workers for mutual
aid along the lines of collaboration with the bourgeoisie, the
slogan of control of production.

This is exactly what we have many a time asserted, namely,
that Brandler applies this transitional slogan to the present
non-transitional period. '

Thesis 0: The differences existing in the C. P. S. U. are
being artificially transferred to the other Parties.

Thesis 10: It is clear that the Party which has already
accomplished the revolution, leads the revolutionary internationai
However, it is fatal that there is no other Party in the Comintern
of equal descent with the Russian Party.

1f we were to combine all the ten theses into oue, we could
formulate it thus: The C. P. S. U. is to blame for the defeat
of the German revolution in 1923. Now in 1928, the C. P. 8. U.
leads all Parties through the Comintern along Ruth Fischer's
lines and towards catastrophe. Brandler & Co., however, have
a miraculous means of saving them., and that is, control of
production right now, o

Such is the meaning of the philosophy of the political plat-
form of the Rights as enunciated by Brandler. The beginning
and the end of the platform, namely, the emphasis on the question
of the C. P. S. U. sounds very suspicious, I am afraid. on
the basis of ample experience, that anyone wha starts with enun-
ciations against the C.P.S.U. ends with attacks against the
U. S. S R 1 am afraid that Brandler will end in the same

2 S
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wz;y. I make no assertion; 1 do not predict, I simply express
a lear,

Now that we have settled with the political platiorm, we
shall take up the question of the factional activities of the Rights.
, 1 will be as brief as possible, although the activities were exten-
sive. The factional activities of Hausen and Galm have been dealt
with in the Open Letter, so that the comrades can get informa-
tion through it. They lead the factional work in the Breslau
and Offenbach organisations, publish faclional papers and carry
on various other factional activity. They have close re ations with
Thalheimer and Brandler, as has been estab.ished by the Com-
mission. They wrote, together with Thalheimer & Co., the fa-
, mous Open Letter {0 the Comintern. Further, the factional work
: of Brandler and Thalheimer has been characterised in a reso-
lution in the last Plenum of 1he Central Committee of the Com-
., munist Party of Germany, passages of which 1 will quote here.
! have not got the decision with me, but I have the drait. Judging
by the telegram published in “Pravda” and judging by the
despatch received from the Central Committee of the German
Party, no important alterations have been made in the drait.
Let me read the first half of that draft: '

“The Cemral Commitiee calls ihe attention of the Party

and the E, C. C. 1. to the hostile work of the ex-members -

of the C. P. Q. now members of the C. P. S. U. — Heinrich
Brandler and August Thalheimer. Under their leadership,
the Right liquidatory group has lately resorted to most pro-
found provocative acts, in the process of which the Rights
openly declare that they consider the aim and object of
their activity to be to damage greatly the Communist mo-
vement. In doing this, they resort to such methods as
slander of the Communist lmernational and the C. P. G.;
they carry on propaganda against the decisions of the
V1. Congress of the Comintern and the 1V. Congress of the
R. I L. %J in violation of Party discipline and try, by means
of factional meetings and conferences and publication of
papers, buHetins, proclamations and abusive mphlets
directed against the Party, by means of supplying the
Social Democratic and bourgeois press with material di-
rected against the C. P. G., and by means of a complete
rupture with the most elementary principles of Party dis-
cipline, o cause confusion and decomposition in the Party.

“The hoslility of their activities is particularly io be
found in the following most decisive acts which have lately
been undertaken by them to the destriment of the Party and
1o the intersests ot the bourgeoisie.

“1. The Right liquidators have circulated in Offenbach-
on-Main, among other things, a proclamation ‘to the working
population of Offenbach’, entitled ‘Differences in the Com-
munist Party’. This -has been widely circulated in the streets,
at factory gates and even through the bourgeois and Social
Democratic press. The main slogan in that proclamation
is ‘Remove Thilmann from his Post’, for which purpose the
‘working people of Offenbach and the wvicinity’ are caled
for a joint struggle against the “decadent C. P. G..

“2, In November, Brandler spoke at a meeting in
Offenbach, devoted to the anniversary of the revolution. That
meeting was organised by the then local committee of the
organisation, which consisted of Rights, in spite of the
categorical and published decision of the district commiiiee.

“3, The Right liquidators in Offenbach have resorted
to disruptive measures, in the direct meaning of that term,
by sequestering membership dues and issuing their own
dues’ stamps.

“4. During the nwnicipal elections in Stuitgart, tiie Right
group ordered to nave its list of candidates printed in
12,000 copies in ih= printing office of the Social Democratic
“Tagwacht”. That list contained Right candidates and was
designated as a Communist list with the inscription, Com-
munist Party, as a means of deceiving the working class
electors. These candidate lists were sent out to members of
the metal workers' union and partly to mecmbers of other
organisations where they still hold some positions and
distribute them in front of the buildings where elections were
being held. Thus, in this case the l%ight faction has come
out quite openly against the C. P. G. in the elections as a
second party, and in order to confuse the electors it misused
the name of the Communist Party.”

Finally, to finish with the factional work of the Rights I
-hould mention Enderle’s irip to the Rubr district. He went there

during the strike with the special object of securing information
which would discredit the Farty’s activities in the Ruhr. He
apparently had no other object in view. This is seen from ihe
correspondence which Hausen presented as anonymous material
at the session of the commission, which was later published in
the “Volksrecht”, also anonymously. Comrade Remmele declared
at a meeting of the district commitiee of Berlin that Enderle
was the author of that correspondence. Enderle’s correspondence
in the “Valksrecht” is of a typical Menshevik type and thoroughly
hostile to the Party. It contains not a sign of success of the
Party. It does nothing but slanderously criticise the Party’s
work in the Ruhr. Here, for instance is, what he says: “The
information given in the Party press on the events in the Ruhr
gives an absolutely false picture and, what is still worse it does
so deliberately.” .

Here is another point. He says: “The weetings at which
the ‘committees of struggle’ were elected (We ptiis the words
committees of struggle iromically in quotation marks) were
almost in every case attended by a dwindling minority” (“Von
einer verschwindenden Minderheit”). I could not find a better
translation.

On the manner in which the commitiees of struggle were
clected, Enderle wrote just the opposite of what was written
RX the representatives of the C. C., especially by Comrade

erker, who stayed in the Ruhr as long as the struggle lasted.

Enderle’s correspondence is not the correspondence of 2
Communist, but of an enemy of the Communist Party, a Men-
shevik, a Social Democrat. There is no other way ol describi
him. Such correspondence during the struggle in the Ruhr an
the enunciation of similar Menshevik views against the Party
in the jactional “Gegen den Strom” and the vicious agitation
against the new strike strategy — these constitute crimunal sa-
botage of the Ruhr activities of the Party, bordering at down-
right strike breaking. .

All enumerated facts of the factional work of the Rights
show that their faction is rapidly and unavoidably leading to
the formation of a party within the Communist Party, that the
faction is becoming ever more hostile in its attitude toward the
Communist Party of the Comintern, that it already stands with
one foot outside the Party, that it is about to destroy the last
bridges which still unite it with the Party.

he question as to how to treat such a faction and what
to do with its leaders, would not be so very difticult to settie
if there had been no conciliators standing rgefween the Partyy
and that faction, who exert their efforts to prevent the en-
forcement of the necessary decisive measures in relation to they
Rights by the Party. We must therefore investigate the positioni
occupied by the conciliators on the question of the struggle|
against the Rights, the question of their attitude to the Rights;
and to the majority of the Party. I have already indicated at the)
beginning of my speech that since October 6, the conciliatory]
have assumed the offensive against the majority of the Partyi
and that their recent attacks assume a factional character.

There are two documents of the conciliators which are mo
indicative in this respect: 1. the so-called political platiorm
the conciliators, entitled “On the Difierences in the Execution_
the Decisions of the VI. Congress”, signed by Ewert, Dietri
and others. It was submitted to the Politbureau on the 5th o
6th of December. 2. The document entitled “A Siatement on th
Question of the Situation within the Party”, That statement
signed by Ewert and Meyer and was submitied to the C.
Session of the December 14. We received it yesterday and co
not distribute it.

Let us analyse these two documents. First on the platfor
of the conciliators. The platform launches an attack against t
present Party leadership and its political line. The task
the platform is expressed in its very last line, where it sa
that “the present Party policy is disastrous”. The task of 1
platform is to prove that the present Party course is disastro
Parallel with this | could show also that Hausen and G
start their statement by saying “the Commmunist Party of G
many is on the verge of a precipice”. They also reter to i
inner-Party course. The manifesto of the Rights in the
issue of “Gegen den Strom”, published by Hausen, says on t
subject that the present course of the Communist Party
Germany is disastrous and that the Party is on the verge
ruin. In criticising the present political line of the Party,
Rights and the conciliators, as is seen from their platform, h
the same point of departurz — the incorrect evaluation of |
nature of the presemt stabilisation of capitalism. ‘
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| am not going to analyse this question. I have no time
r that, But £ wil simply point out what is said on this
wession in the Open Letter sent out to the members of the
res:dium. The Open Letter says:

“This view (i. e, the incorrect idea of the stability of
siabilisation), is typical of the Rights, and the conciliaiora,
n giving #u estimate of the perspectives, are absolutely
closer to the Righis than to the estimates given in the reso-
iuiton of the V1. Congress of the C. 1.”

This umiformity in the starting point of the Rights and the
nciliators, finds the clearest expression in the main formula
i tie conciliators’ platform which speaks of “struggle on two
vis — both against the Rights and against the internal
vy of the C. C.”

You know that the VI. Congress adopted a formula of
riogle against the Right and Lelt deviations from Leninism.
1 e draft open letter it is pointed out that the conciliators’
rnila does npt correspond 1o the formula of the VI. Congress.
wul recall that point from the draft letter. It speaks here of
¢ conciliators’ platform. It says that

“the slogans of the Vi. Congress of the Comintern on the

siruggle on two frontiers — the Rights as well as the ‘Lefts’,

are displaced by a new slogan of ‘struggle on two frontiers

— both against the Rights and against the internal policy
- of the C. C. Thus the concentration against the Right and

Left deviations from Leninism, proclaimed by the VI. Con-

gress of the Comintern, is substituted by the conciliaters by

4 concendrakon against the Rights (in words) and against

e Leninist line of the C. P. G. (in deeds).”

| am not going to deal with this side of the question.
-nould like to point out another leature characteristic of this
w1, namely, if the conciliators who claim to represent the
=+ the VI. Congress better than the Thidlmann group, if they

* want to briny into full harmony their formula with the
+ouia of the V1. Congress, they should have said that the

“1:2fe against the inner-course of the C.C.” ist a strugvle
wist the ~Left” or “ultra-Left” deviation of the Party majo-
. But this they dare not say. In the platiorm thers is
riially not even a hint to this effect. It is otherwise with
~n-19¢ Humbert-Droz, who said here irom the. platiorm
o the Communist Party of Germany is now pursuing an
va-beft course. This is exactly what the Rights say. | can
“i¢ a number ol passages from various documents of the
+i15. Bassumer’s statement, Hausen’s statement and Brandler's
cement speaking of the Ruth Fischer policy of the C.P.G.
“iow you that the conciliators and the Rights agree on this
». The uniformity in the starting point of the Rights and
¢ conciliators 1s expressed precisely in the fact that they hurl
t <ame political accusation against the Party, am accusation
e Party’s Leit and ultra-Left deviation. Until lately, the
~n conciliators have not carried their criticism to its
<3l conclusion, they did not speak ot the ultra-Leit devia-
. but in the latest documents, as we shall sce in a few mo-
=:. they have made considerable progress along these lines
i 1ave come fairly close to the position taken here by Com-
& Humbert-Droz.

The German conciliators do not carry their criticism to
:md also on other questions, but they criticise the Parly on
‘:ime points as the Rights, and their criticism tends towards
' une direction.

. will take one question as an example, namely, the criti-
= oi the Party’s tactics in the Ruhr. That criticism is pre-
«v of the same tendency as Brandler's criticism. Here is
& the conciliators’ platiorm describes those tactics:

“Strike committees are created simply along the lincs
% least resistance; some strike committe: : are elected by
“1e unorganised masses at open meetings. This discredits
1e idea of strike committees, weakens the role of the
‘~ade union opposition”, etc.

This we find on page 16 of the Russian translation, and

nage 17 # says that strike committees “must not, as was
<ase in the Ruhr, consist partly of unorganised workers and
iy almost exclusively of Communist workers”, In charging
| strike committiees were elected exclusively by the unorgani-
. that they were elected at open meetings — a circumstance
ich makes Enderle wild — the terminology used is taken
rd for word from Enderle’s Menshevik correspondence in

“Yolksrecht”. The conciliators do not accuse the Party of

ling a split betweent the organised and unorganised workers.

!

of splitting the trade uaions, i. e, they do not agree with the
accusations of the Rights against the Party. Where therefore do
they differ from the %{igh.s? They stand for strike committees,
whereas the Rights are resolutely opposed to strike committees.
On this question, therefore, the couciliators stand between the
Party and the R:ghts. But their criticism corresponds, to a cer-
tain extent, tu the criticism of the Rights and is directed along
the same lines. But in criticizing the regime within the Party,
the conciliators’ platiorm is very close to that of the Rights.

I have alrexdy memtioned thai the conciliators’ plaifoim
assails the Party leadership and the majority of the Party.
But it is an assault not only because it attacks the majority
of the Party. but also because it does not hzht against the
Rights. The conciliators do not deny the Right danger, they
evenn express their readiness to fight against the Rights.
What would their formula, “strugule on two fironts — both
azainst the Rivhis and against the internal policy of the C.C.",
mean otherwise? But in criticising the Rights, they are very
moderate. On this question they speak in their platform ol
“wrong and party liquidatory views on the role, tasks and
tactics of the Party”. Their criticism literally reduces itself to
the following seunience: “The rejection of such tactics (i. e.. the
tactics of the election of strike commiitees) in the present mass
conilicis as demanded by the Rigius, ﬁrzlctically signifies a
refusal to reveal the role of the Party in the economic struggle.”
That is all the conciliators have 1n their platiorm in the line
ol criticising the Richts. And even this insignificant critical
remark is exceedingly moderate, exceedingly cautious. The hea-
ding, however, speaks of a “struggle against the Rizht danger
and the inner-Party course”, but the criticism is directed azainst
the methods of struggle used by the Party avainzt the Righis.

Two  pages of the platiorm are devoted to this point. The
factional work of the Rights is characterised by the concilintors
in the platform as anti-Party attacks. Not a word is s1d con-
cerning the attempts to organise a Right opportunist .party
within the Cominunist Party. concerning the disruptive activi-
ties, etc. Equally so there is not a word in the conciliators’
platiorm concerning the harmiul sabotage of the Rights in the
Ruhr, in their cifort {o disrupt the Ruhr activities.

The conciliators’ platform  was subwmitted to the DPolit-
bureau of the C. P.G. at the beginning of December, e, g. when
the nature, scope and direction of the factional disruptive work
of the Rights were absolutely clear. The tact that the plat- -
form does not criticise the Rights, emphasises the one-sidad
anti-Party character ol that platform which could be desig-
nated as an “irreconcilable platiorm of the conciliators™ (irre-
concilable in their attitude toward the Party. conciliation in
relation to the Rights).

1 am now going to take up ihe second conciliators’ docu-
ment, the “statement on the situation within the Party”, signecd
by Ewert and Meyer.

The first peculiarity 1s that the attacks on the Party lea-
ders are much sharper and stronger than in the platiorm and
it hurls additional charges against the Party leaders. Chief
of these new charges is the accusation of the Majority of the
C. C. of “Left’ sectarian deviations or of toleration of “Left”
deviations or of “dangerous ‘Left’ vacillations”. Here is a literal
quotation.

“It is becoming clear that the policy of the majority
of the C.C. fully confirms the anticipations of the VI. Con-
gress” —- here follows a quotation from the resolution of
the VI. Congress. “Parallel with this (i. e, the Right dan-
ger) there are ‘Left’ deviations which find expression in a
tendency to deny the united froni tactics, in the lack of
understanding ot the enormous significance of trade union
work, in the policy of revolutionary phraseology.”

Here follows another quotation from Ewerl’s and Meyer's
statement.

“An ever clearer ‘pseudo-Left’ grouping is being for-
med in the Party leadership which deliberately and syste-
matically goes against the decisions ol the VI. Conzress
(Remmele, Neumann, Lenz. Grube. Opiz. etc.). The Polit-
bureau does not resist that group any morce than it opposes
the ‘Leit’ deviations. It is becoming ever clearer that not
oitly is there the danger of toleration of opportunism, but
also of toleration of ‘Left’ tendencics. Politbureau is abso-
lutely guilty of such toleration.”

II we are to take literally the meaning of this passace,
we find that the majority in the C.C. is guilty of toleration



222 International Press Correspondence

No. 12

not only of the Left deviation, but also of opportunism; becausz
the Remmele-Neumann group is regarded not as a Left, but as
an opportunist pseudo-Left group. This accusation of toleration
of opportunism is not repeated in the statement, It is truz that
elsewhere it speaks of an unprincipled mechanical struggle of
the majority of the C.C. against the Rights, but the staiemant
about toleration of opportunism is not repeated.

This perhaps is simply an accidental omission in the text.
The accusation concerning toleration of the “Left” tendency is
repeated several times. Thé concluding formulation of this
charge reads as follows: “The majority of the C.C. generally
does not combat the Leit tendencies and is itself the bearer of
them.” You can thus see that the formula of the conciliators’
platiorm “Struggle en two fronts — both against the Rights
and against the internal policy of the C.C.” is being trans-
formed into the formula “struggle both against the Rights and
against the Lefts who are in the leadership of the C. é" After
Meyer's arrival in Moscow, the conciliators have adopted the
formula which was given here by Comrade Humbert-Droz,
although they have not yet made up their mind to give it in
full. This is the first peculiarity of that new document.

The second peculiarity of the Ewert-Meyer statement con-
sists in the fact that the conciliators have commenced to cri-
ticise the views and actions of the Right faction. That is new.
Of the six pages of the statement. about two are dedicated
to a criticism of the Rights and four to a criticism of the
Central Committee.

The general summarising formula of the conciliators against
the Rights is — “Liquidatory views (no longer Bartially liqui-
datory, as was the case in the platform) and anti-Party methoas
of struggle azainst the Right faction which is objectively (and
partly subjectively) seeking to leave the Party.” Such is the
general summarising formula given by the conciliators,

As to the criticisin of the Rights by the conciliators, the
following remark should be made. If the conciliators, in attacking
the majority of the Party, use the weapons of the Rights, in
criticising the ideas and actions of the Rights they, on the
contrary, choose the weapons, not always successfully, used
by the Party, the majority of the Party.

However, it is nct the criticism of the conciliators, which.
in itself, is far from satisfactory, that is important. Nor is it a
fact that the conciliators have (rather very late) commenced
really to criticise the Rights. Nor is it the fact that the con-
ciliators are in a hurry. so 1o say, to “make gool” or “balance”
their criticism of the Rights by a sharp criticism of the majo-
rity of the C.C. and by advancing new charges against it.
What is important is that this criticism is purely verbal and
that the conciliators not only fail to draw the ineavitable orga-
nisational couclusions from it, but are energetically opposzd
to these conclusions, opposed to the appiication of those con-
clusions.

With this in view, they are trying to pul! the Party back
to a stage which it has already gone through. They encrgeti-
cally speak of an ideological struggle against the Rights which,
in their opinion (of course they do not say so openly), should
substitute organisational conclusions. Here is how they do it:
“The majority of the C.C.”, they say, “acts on Comrade Ul-
bricht's wrong prescription, who said at the session of the
Politsecretariat that ‘the first phase of the struggle ~against
the Rights is organisational measures, the second phase is an
ideological struggle against them.” Comrade Ulbricht did not
say that, This 1s a distortion of what Comrade Ulbricht said.
But I am going to leave to Comrade Ulbricht himself to cor-
rect this. “We,” continue the conciliators, “are on the contrary,
of the opinion that Comrade Stalin expressed” — here they quote
Comrade Stalin’s speech at the November Plenum thus; “Of course
it is easier to remove comrades from their posts than to con-
duct a wide and elaborate campaign of enlightenment on the
Richt tendency, the Right danger, 2nd the struggle against if.
But the easiest thing is not the best thing.”

Needless to say. the conciliators quote Stalin in wvain.
in vain have they attached his name here, Comrade Stalin
spoke. ¢f the Right danger in the C.P.S.U., and the question
we are concerned about is the Right danger in the C. P. G.
These are two entirely different things, notwithstanding the fact
that the Right danger of the C.P.S.U. and the Right danger
in the C.P.G. have a common basis in the form of uniform
ideas on collaboration with the bourgeoisie. To apply Comrade
Stalin’s formula to the C.P. G. means to act openly in violation
of dialectics. To approach the question from a correct dialec-

tical angle it must be formulated thus: What ‘“stage” or w!
phase of development is the Right faction of the German D1
now going through? The answer to this question mmust be ab
lutely exact, dzfinite and unequivocal because upon it deper
the choice of modes of struggle against the Right danger.
essence, this is the main question which we must to-day c
sider and settle. We must decide whether the presenl *st2
of development of the Right faction in Germany is the ::
as Trotskyism was, say in 1925, or Trotskyism in 1927, |
answer to this question, in my opinion, is clear.

The activities of the Rights in the Ruhr (saboiag= ©
dering on blacklegging), in Ofienbach (a circutar “To the W
kers of Offenbach) and in Stuttgart (independant candidate Ii
— this i3 under German conditions, of ccurse only by hist
cal analogy, the same as the Trotskyist actions in October 1-
What measures does the Open Letier propose in relatio:
the Right faction? These measures have been laid down in
letter and 1 am not going to repeat them. 1 shall merely p:
out that these measures in their entirety comprise a last u
matum t{o the Rights who, as the conciltators have admit
seek to leave the Party.

What do the conciliators propose? Here is what they
on this topic in their last statement signed by Ewert and M.

“At the moment of a possible and probable divor

ment of the Party from a number of our comrades such
Bandler. Thalheimer, Walcher, Froélich, Enderle, Schnei:
and others” — this is no mistake. comrades, that is ;
what it says. It does not say “divorcement of Bran!
Thalheimer, Walcher, Frolich, and others from the [’a:-
but as I have read it here. I continue — “who were am-
the founders of the Spartakus Bund and who on Au.
4, 1914, stood by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemn:
we consider it our duty to declare before the Partyv
such comrades cannot be put in the same categorv
such 1raitors as Levi, Friesland. or such petty-bourge
as Maslow and Ruth Fischer. We are of the opinion
at the present time a relentless struggle is necessary aga:
these comrades in the interests of the Party and the re
lution appealing to these comrades to admit their
mistakes and not to leave the Party.”

In other words, — wage an ideological struggle aga:
the Rights, but do not expel them! You are Righis and Iic
dators, but on our knees we pray. don’t leave our Party. :
you Party, do not divorce the liquidators Brandler, Thalhei:
and Walcher. Such is the real meaning of that statement.

We also ztand for an ideological campaign against
Rights, for a wide systematic campaign. This we state fran
in the Open Letter. But it would be ridiculous to speak n
of an ideological preparation for the expulsion of Bran.
and Thalheimer, aid particularly to speak of a discussion w
the Rights as Comrade Serra proposes. It would be ridicu!
to urge a2n ideological struggle as a substitute for organ
tional conclusions and the ultimatum given in the Open Le:
The time for such mecthods of struggle is already far back
the past, The conciliators Jo not even take the trouble to
themselves —what if Brandler and Thalheimer will not a:
to admit their big mistakes, what then? There is mo ansv
In vain will you look for it in the last conciliators’ staten.
This shows that the conciliators’ criticism of the Rights wt
they have at last resolved ‘o exercise is, to say the least.
potent, This circumstance is stressed also by the fact tha:
the last Plenum of the C.C. the conciliators voted agains:
request to the C.C. C P.S.U. to expel Brandler and TI
heimer from the C.P.S.U. 1 read part of that statemen:
the becinning of my speech.

The quszstion of Brandler’s and Thalheimer’s expulsion.
more correctly, of sending them an ultimatum (apparently Ti
heimer and Brandler will not submit to the ultimatum and
question of their expulsion will arise), has mow become
main question in all divergencies between the Rights and
conciliators and is thereby becoming also the main poli:
question. The Party can make no progress, it cannot fir:
unfold its forces in the coming big economic grapples wt
will be of {remendous political significance, unless # rids
self of the Right faction, of this alien body which hampers
freedom of action,

One of the two — either Brandler and Thalheimer
accept the conditions put before them by the Open Letter.
they will be immediatelv expelled. Only thus cam we put
question,




