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The Heroic Struggle of the Indian
Proletariat.

By M. N. Roy.

The happenings at Colombo and Bombay are not isola-
ted events. Nor are tiey outburst of “religious fanaticizin” as
the imperialist news service depicits them to be. They are the
culmination of a long series of events taking place during the
last vear whicli indicute the appear.cice of the proletariat as
the driving and leading force ol ihie Indian Revolution. Growing
out of a bitter and protracted economic struggle, the happenings
of Bombay are of the greatest political significance involving
not only a local industrial issue; they represent a stornly deve-
lopment of the entire poldical siiuation of the country into the
higher plane of revolutionary mass action,

First a few words aboui the events at Colombo. The mo-
vement was so broad and so dcep that for nearly a weck the
government abdicated its functions to the popular leader, Guna-
sinha. The city was practically under the rule of the Trade
Unions. Uniformed Labour Guards paraded the city, and re-
placed the police which had {o be completely witadrawn on
the demand of the proletariat. The situation was so intense and
such an atmosphere of panic prevailed that a British member
of the government was obliged to make an apologetic statement

in the Parliament, on behalf of the governor, contradicting the
charge of the imperialist press that the government had abiii-
cated in favour of the Trade Unions. Not only the police, but
even troops could not face the strikers and the mass demou-
strations orvanised in thewr sunport. The situation could be
kept under control, avoiding a general outbreak and unlimiwed
blood-shed. only with the help of the ponrular leader Guna-
sinha. For many reasons, the movement cannot be expecied 1o
go any farther in the near future; but the proletariat came ou
ol it decidedly victorious. The weakness of an alien governmem
has been revealed in this trial of strengih with the revolutionary
MASSCS.

In Bombay, the movement developed into a regular barri-
cade fight owing to several reasons, Firstlv, the movement there
is maturer being the culmination of a veuar-long industrial dis-
pute; secondly. the govermment forces there are much oo po-
werful 10 be so easilv cowed down as at Colombo; thirdh,
the imperialist government and the native bourgcoisie jointiy
provoked the precipitation of events in order to jusuly new
repressive laws. Although the heroic action of the Bombay
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proletariat indicates revolutionary maluring of the entire situa-
tion of the couniry, it cannot be expected to develop directly
o a general national outbreak. It is only a prelude to what
is coming, . .

The 1ast two years have been a period of developing class
struggle evidenced by great strikes and lock-outs which usually
deveioped imo mass activities of enormous dimensions. During
the last year the situation beoame so acute that practically all
the important industries were affected. The main events of this
period were: 1. the great railway strikes lasting for months,
involving hundreds of thousands of workers aud frequently
resulting in pitched battles between state forces and the stri-
kers; 2. the sirikes in the Tata Iron and Steel Works of Jem-
shedpur; and 3. the lock-out of nearly 200,000 textile workers
in Bombay for five monihs. As far as immediate economic de-
mands are concerned, the workers lost oftener than they won
in_those innumerable battles. But taking a longer view of
things, they all contributed to the final triumph of the pro-
letariat. The net result of those siruggles is: 1. development
of the fighting power of the working class; 2. increase of their
will to tight; 3. liberation of the labour movemeat from the
agents of the nationalist bourgeoisie; 4. defeat and discredit of
the reformist leaders; 5. rise of revolutionary leaders from the
ranks of the proletariat; 6. political independence of the pro-
letariat in the struggle for national freedom; and 7. rapid growth
of the influence of the Communists and other revolutionary
elements close to them,

By superior forces at the command of the imperialist state,
and by close collaboration between this and native capitalist
interests, the workers were forced to accept starvation wages
and wretched labour conditions. But in as much as the above
victories accrued to the proletariat from the experience of the
struggle, their power and will to resist capitalist attack grew.
Badly organised, treacherously led, culturally backward, mate-
rially unequipped for a revolutionary struggle, as they were,
the Indian proletariat, nevertheless, ceased to be the submissive
“dumb millions” who could be coerced by demonstration of
brute force or deceived by coumder-revolutionary hypocrisy of
a Gandhi. This transformation was evidenced parficularly by
the resistance of the Bombay textile workers to accept a fur-
ther wage-cut “to help the premier national industry out of
depression”. Thanks to the services of pationalist labour lea-
ders. two successive cuts amounting to nearly 30 per cent. of
the starvation wages had previouvsly been enforced annulling
the raise granted during the preiod ol bcom caused by the
war. The net profit made during that period of several years
was miore than double the total capital invested in the entire
industry. Nevertheless, when the inevitable depression came, the
workers were attacked. The final determination and abilitv of
the workers to put up a stubborn resistance to this capitalist
greed created the situation which was bound to develop into
the present barricade fight in Bombay and is bound to deve-
lop further.

The power and will of the proletariat 1o fight, evidenced
during the bitter struggle lasting for months and months, frigh-
tened the bourgeoisie, who clamoured for repressive measures.
Alter five months the lock-out ended on condition that wages
and labour conditions should not be altered pending the en-
quiry by an ‘imperial committee”. This was a decisive vic-
tory for the workers, who urgenily needed a respite in the
bitter struggle with svperior forces ol the enemy. But the em-
rloyers broke the truce no soner than it was miade. Lower
wages and worse working conditions were introduc:d in in-
dividual mills. The emplovers thought that the workers were
exhuusted, and tried to take advaniage of this exhaustion to
beat them dowin. They were, however, mistaken. Dectermined
resistence was put up from all sides, and the entire industry
was thrown into a chronic sfate of chaos and idleness. In
course of the enguiry it became further evident that the wor-
kers were no longer a mass of semi-human animals to Dbe-
driven by capitalist whip. They had to be met as a class,
consciots of their class interests and determined to defend
and further these in'erests under revohitionary leadership. Hue
and cry were raised against the Communist leaders whose
blood was. of course, demanded. The capitalist press in a
chorus deplored the fact that the workers have fallen for the
Communist propaganda of class-war. Neither the British int-
perialists nor the Indian capitalists had been accustomed (o see
workers from the mills appear before the Sirike Enquiry Com-
mitlee, not apologising for their existence, but after exposing

" Chamber of Commerce, in a memorial to the

the plans of veiled wage-cut, to declare: “It is for the capitalists
to make whatever rules they like and impose them upon the
workers. But it is for us to obey these rules or not.”

Not only were the employers alarmed by such develop-
ment of the situation. Not a few of the self-appointed reformist
labour leaders, who had been disowned and denounced by the
workers in course of the struggle, publicly deplored the ways
the labour movement was taking, and practically appealed for
measures arresting such unwelcome development. Reviewing the
situation one of them said:

“These strikes (on the railways, in the iron and steel
industry and in Bombay) are the outcome of the policy of
direct action advocated by the Communists, who believe in
strike as the first step for the redress of economic grie-
vances; settlement is only sought after the strike is declared.
They also believe in the policy of class-war or the pro-
motion of hatred between the workers and the capitalists.
(F. J. Ginwalla, in an article in the organ of Bombay mill-
owners The India Daily Mail, Dec. 20.)

Another, B. Shiva Rao, protegé oi the British Independen
Labour Party, entrusted with the organisation in India of a
branch of the Labour Bureau of the League of Nations
cbserved:

“It s no use disguising the lact that Communist ele-
ments are gaining influence and aim to capiure the move-
ment. Genuine trade unionism does not believe in strikes
as a means for building it up, and wholly disapproves the
policy of promoting class consciousness by fomenting indu-
strial unrest. The Indian Trade Union Congress is being
exploited in the name of the workers by a few interested
groups, and must be radically reorganised to prevent the
movement from going into wrong hands!”

Encouraged by such frankly anti-communist pronouncemen:s
of the reformist leaders, the Bombay mill-owners openly de-
manded the suppression of the labour mwovement, The Bombay
overnment asked
for speedy enactment of the Trades Disputes Bill which is the
Indian replica of the British Trade Union Act. A depuiation
of the Millowners’ Association waited upon the governor to
draw his attention “to the alarming outlook and to urge timely
measures”. Justifying these open demands of the cotion mag-
nates for the suppression of the labour movement their press
organ, The Indian Daily Mail (Dec. 19) wrote:

“Violent counsel seems to be gaining ground among
the workers, and there has recently been an outbreak
which is unprecedented in the history of Bombay industry.”

But all these threats failed to Irighten the workers who
persistenily resisted the attack upon their already very low
standard of living. Obviously in consuliation with the govern-
ment, the employers, then, devised another means of fighting
the workers. Suddenly there appeared in Bombay swarms of
sirike-breakers from the distant noirther parts of the country.
These mien have never had any connection with modern indu-
stry. They are inhabitants of very backward hilly tracts. Con-
sequently they are religious and less susceptible to the revo-
lutionary propaganda of class-struggle. Coming from the regions
of primitive agriculture they are used {o a much lower stand-
ard of living. Industrial wages, even at tie reduced rate, were
a great inducement for them. The introduction of this new
factor in the situation was a provocation for the workers. They
bitterly resented it; and instead of subinitting, as was expected
by the government and the employers, went ahead forging new
weapons of combat 1o meet the ncw situation. Under Commn-
nist leadership the {rade unions began to organise “Workers
Squads”, which in a few days enrolled thousands of deterimined
fighters. The situation became acute when the religious fana-
ticism of the strike-breakers was fanned by a hidden hand. The
result is the outbreak which demonstiates what a tremendous
power and determination to fight Iudian proletariat has acqui-
red during the last two vears of incessant struggle. It demon-
strates the immense potentiality of mass acticn organised and
led by a revolutionary vanguard. 1t brings out the proletariat
as the only class capable of defying the armed forces of the
state. The outbreak in Bombay may be crushed by superior
forces; but the spirit it represents will spread, and it has been
demonstrated by it that when such outbreak will take place
throughout the country, there will be no power to crush it.
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‘Their martyrdom will be another proof that the proletariat is
the only leader of the revolution.

The historic significance of the heroic struggle of the
Bombay proletariat mes evident, when it is seen as the
most characteristic indication of the whole situation. This
vruggle points out the driving force behind the radicalisation
of the nationalist movement. month before the outbreak in
Bombay, twenty five thousand workers of Calcutta marched
ino and occupied the pandal of the National Congress against
the wishes the bourgeois leaders. That was a symbolic
demonstration which augured the routing of the bourgeoisie
irom the leadership of the national revolution by the proleta-

riat. As against the beggarly programme of self-government
within the British empire advocated by the nationalist bour-
geoisie, the revolutionary proletariat raised the red banner of
“The Independent Socialist Republic of India.” The demonstra-
tion of Calcutta can be compared with the Insurrection of June,
2, 1793, when the Parisian proletariat forced the Jacobins to
stiffen up their back, and assume lirmly the leadership of the
revolution. What was accomplished in Paris has not been
done in Calcutta; but objectively the demonstration had simi-
lar significance. This is proved by the heroic action of the
Bombay proletariat. The proletariat is proving its fitness for
the leadership it bid for through the Calcutla demonstration.

Those who are Terrified by the Collapse of the Old
and Those who are Fighting for the New.

By N. Lenin.

The following article, hitherto unpublished,
was written by Lenin at the end of December 1917
or at the beginning of January 1918. The original
manuscript was recently handed over by Comrade
Uljanova to the Moscow Lenin Institute. Editor.

“The Bolsheviki have already been in power for two
months, and instead of the socialist paradise we see a hell
of chaos, of civil war and a still greater decay than belore”, so
write, szy or think the capitalists and their conscious and
semi-conscious adherents.

The Bolsheviki have been in power only two months, we
replg;,xbut we have already made a tremendous step forward
‘o Socialism. Those who do not see this either do not wish
1o see it or are incapable of judging the historical events and
‘heir connection. These people will not see that the undemocratic
institutions in the army, in the village and in the faclory have
been almost completely destroyed in a few weeks., There is
not nor can there he any way to Socialism except the way
‘hrough this destruction. They will not see that. in place ot
ihe imperialist lies in foreign policy, which prolonged the war
and cloak the robbery and annexations with secret treaties, there
his been set up a real, revolutionary demiocratic policy, a real
democratic peace; these can already point to such a practical
success as the armistice and the hundrediold increase of the
propagandist forces of our revolution. These people do not
wish to see that workers’ control, the nationalisation of the
banks are in course of being realised; these are, however,
only the first steps to socialism.

Those people who, blinded by the routine of capitalism,
Jeafened by the tremendous collapse of the Old, by the noise.
by the crash, by the “chaos” (an apparent chaos) of the sinking
and collapsing century-old edifice of Tsarism and of the bour-
geoisie, terrified by the extreme intensilication of the class
siruggle, by its conversion into a civil-war, into this sole just,
sole sacred — sacred not in the priestly but in the human
sense of the word — war of the oppressed against the oppres-
wors for the overthrow of the oppressors, for the emancipation
of humanity from- every yoke, cannot understand the historical
nerspectives. As a matter of fact all these blinded. deafened and
terrified bourgeois, petty-bourgeois and *lackeys of the bour-
geoisie” — olten without knowing it thumselves — allow them-
selves {0 be guided by those old. naive, sentimental, intellec-
wally tasteless conceptions regarding ilie introducion ol
saeialism”, which they know from “hearsay”; they scize upon
single fragments of socialist docirine, they repeat everything
which the ignorant and semi-ignorant concoct regarding this
doctrine and impute to us Marxists the idea, in iact the plan,
oi *“introducing” socialism”,

Such ideas, not to mention such plans. are alien to us
Marxists. We knew and repeatedly said that one cannot “intro-
duce” Socialism; that it grows up in the course of the most
strenuous, severe — severe to raging, to desperation — class
struggle and civil war; that between capitalisin and Socialism
there lies a long period of “birth pangs™; that force is al-
ways the midwile of the old society; that the transition period
irom a bourgeois to a socialist society corresponds ‘o a special

-

State (i. e. a particular system of organised force over a de-
finite class), that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat. The
dictatorship presupposes and means the condition of a shatte-
ring war, a state of war-measures against ilie opponents of
the proletarian Power. The Cominune was the dictatorship of
the proletariat; and Marx and Engels reproached the Coni-
mune with the fact, and considered it as one of the causes of
its collapse, that it did not make sufficiently energetic use of
armed power for suppressing the resistance of the exploiters.

To all intents and purposes all this intellectual outcry over
the suppression of the resistance of the capitalists represents
nothing else but a repetition of the old “compromising ten-
dency”, to put it politely. 1f however, one wishes to speak with
proletarian candour, then one must say that, in essence the
outcry against the present proletarian force which is being
emploved (unfortunately still too feebly wnd without sufficient
energy) against the bourgeoisie, against the sabotagers, against
the counter-revolutionaries is: coiLinved funkeyism. “The re-
sistance of the capitalists is broken” the gooud i'cchechionov, the
opportunist Minister announced in June 1917. The good fellow
never dreamed that the resistance must be really broken, that
it will be broken, that this breaking mieans. in scientific
language, the dictatorship of the proletariat, that the suppression
of the resistance of the capitalists and. therefore, the syste-
matic application of force against a whole class (the bour-
geoisie) and its confederates, characterises a whole period.

The greed, the dirty, malicious, savage greed of the money-
bags, the fear and servility of those who eat their bread. this
is the real social basis of the present outcry of the intellectuals.
from the “Rjetch” up to “Novaya Shisn”, against the employ-
ment of force by the proletariat and the revolutionary pea-
santry. That is the objective meaning of their howl, their
miserable talk, their farcical cry for “liberty” (liberty of the
capitalists to oppress the peoples)y and so forth. They were
“prepared” to recognise Socialism if humanity could arrive at
it at once, by an effective jump, without quarrels, without a
fight. without gnashing oi teeih on the part ol the exploiters,
without the numierous attempts on the part of the exploiters
to defend the old order or to return to it by devious clandestine
ways, without such attempts always evoking the fresh “replies”
of revolutionary proletarian violence. These intellectuals, who
eat the bread of the bourgeoisie, were “prepared”. in the words
of the well-krown German saving, to wash the fur »vithout
making it wet. . .

The bourgeoisie. and the ofiicials, clerks, doctors, engineers
etc. who are used to serving it, resort to the most extrenie
means of resistance. That frightens the imellectuais. Thev
tremble with fear and they howl and whine stil louder re-
garding the necessity of returning to “comproniises”. We, how-
ever, and all sincere friends of the oppressed classes can onlv
rejoice at the extreme resistance of the exploiters, as we expect
the maturing of the proletariat fo power not irom bargaining
and persuading. not from the school of sweet sermouns or
learned declamations but from the school of lite, from the
school of struggle. The proletariat must learn {o be the ruling
class and finally vanquish the bourgcoisie: it does not acyuire

AN MM TN o hkad



—

International Press Correspondence

No. 8

such a capacity all at once. It must learn it in the fight. And
only a serious, obstinate, desperate fight can drive home this
lesson. The stronger the resistance of the exploiters, the more
energetically, the harder, the more ruthlessly and successfully
will they be crushed by the exploited. The more numerous the
altempts and the efforts of the exploiters to defend the old, the
more rapidly will the proletariat learn {o drive its enemies
out of their last retreat, to fear up the roots of their rule and
to destroy even the ground from which wage slavery and the
profit and the liberty of the money-bags could (and must)
grow up.

The extent to which the resistance of the bourgeoisie and
its servants grows, to the same extent grows the force of the
broletariat and the peasantry allying itself with it. The exploited

come stronger, mature, grow, learn and exterminate the “old
Adam” of wage slavery to the same extent as the resistance
oi their enemy, the exploiters, grows. The victory will go to
the exploited, for life 1s working for them, for they have on
their side the force of numbers, the force of the masses, the
iorce of the inexhaustible sources of all self-sacrificing people,
of all the honest, of those who are urging forwards, of those
who are advancing to the building up of the New, the gigantic
reserves of energy and talent of the so-called “simple people”,
of the workers and peasants, To them belongs the victory!

POLITICS

Increased Activity of the Fascists

in Austria.
By Willi Schlamm (Vienna).

Since the notorious Parade of 7th October 1928 in Wiener-
Neustadt, the Austrian Fascists have been working with more
concealed methods. They have been engaged behind ihe scenes
with the extensive development and comprehensive armament
of their organisations. And now they enter the arena with
redoubled energy.

The tactics of the Austrian Fascisls are being elaborated
more and more obviously on Mussolini’s tactics before the
March on Rome. They are based on the certainty that the
Social Democratic Partf' retreats on principle, and their stra-
tegic aim is the complete intimidation of the working class.
The fighting methods used correspond to these tactics: expe-
ditions into the workers’ quarters, breaking up of workers’
meetings, raids on workers’ premises., One point common to
all these Fascist measures is the deliberate impudence, the utter
lack of restraint — an attitude truly made easy for these bandits
by the support lent them by the state apparatus and the social
democratic leaders. They are certain, that no provociation will
be purished so long as the masses do not shake off the social
democratic fetters.

The demonstrative expeditions of the Fascists into the in-
dustrial quarters are ol paramount importance. The employers’
union financing these expeditions finds no expenditure too grext
for this purpose, for this insolent demonstrating of the Fascist
hordes in the workers’ quarters aims at intimidating the pro-
letariat. The employers hope — and are not far wrong — that
industrial districts whose proleiarian character has already been
iniringed by the unhindered holding oif Fascist parades are
likely to be “preserved” from strikes. Here the Fascists have to
accomnplish their most essential task, that of breaking the back
of proletarian activity. And precisely because the recent growth
of unemployment and mass poverty in Austria is causing the
emplovers to fear an intensilied fighting spirit on the part of
the workers, precisely for tlns reason Fascism is increasing
IS activity.

On 3rd February the Fascists gave their gathering signal at
e Lower Austrian industrial town of Gloggnitz: ltlere they
it upon a meeting being held in the Workers’ Premises, de-
molished the house and injured numerous workers. It sounds
ke a joke wien we hear that this meeting formed part of a social
Ademocratic agitation campaign, being carried on under the
motto of: “With intellectual weapons against Fascism”. The
Fascists supplied an object lesson of what is to be hoped from
:hese “intellectual weapons”. The chief speaker, Piichler, was
somewhat seriously injured; that same Piichler who, in his
capacity of vice-mayor of Wiener-Neustadt, protected the Home

Tt e —

Defence League March on 7th Oclober from the indignation o!
the masses; who arrested communists at that {ime aud beat
+hem until blood flowed; who is inndeed one of the mosi noworious
figures in all the gallery of social democratic promoters of
Fascism. The Fascist bandits, in beating even this individual.
have shown the workers whither the “cautious” policy of the
retreating Austro-marxists leads.

The workers of the industrial district of Wiener-Neustadt
and Gloggnitz have been roused to a fever of excitement. On
4th February several hundred men employed in the Hart mine
declared a political strike, whese immediate object was the
removal of those Fascist strikebreakers who had been smuggled
imo the mine during the previous mon.hs. Stor my protest mee-
tings were held in the larger localities. The Social Democratic
Party Conmmittee has at once brought its whole apparaius into
play to stifle the movement of the workers: One “conierence of
lunctionaries” follows another. Renner and other great guns are
tfravelling about in the district ic maintain “discipline”. The
strike in Hart has been throttled, and the possibility of it:
spreg((ii‘ing to other parts of this great industrial district pre-
vented.

The Austrian S. P. has found no other slogans to issue
than: “Join the Republican Defence Corps!” Peace and disci-
pline! “The ballot box will bury the Home Delence spectre!”
The social democratic press writes so lamwentably that ‘he
Fascist papers ridicule it daily.

The Communist Party of Austria, on the other hand, is
endeavouring to strengthen the fighting will of the masses.
and to show it the weapons to be employed: Political mass
strike in the Lower Austrian industrial district, until all under-
takings are cleansed of Fascist germs; the prevention of all
Fascist demonstrations or meetings; the formation of anti-
Fascist defence commiitees in the works and factories; the rein-
forcement of the (revolutionary) Workers’ Defence Corps; the
disarming of the Fascists, the arming of the workers. ‘1he C, P.
of Austria is able to point ou! the positive success of its sio-
gans of anti-Fascist activity: In Vienna and in Styria Fascist
meetings have been broken up repeatedly on the initiative of
the communists, and this was a severer blow to the Fascists than
lshel;‘ﬁght with inteliectval weapons” advocated by the Austrian

The present movenient in the Lower Ausirian industrial
district is of special importance, for the reason that a trial
of sirength is imminent in Vienna itself before long: the first
Fascist demonstration in Vienna is announced for February 24th,
in Meidling, one of the largest labour districts of Vienna. The
parade will be reviewed by the Home Defence leader Steidle,
and is to be followed by a “recruiting procession” through
the workers’ quarters. An ollicial announcement made by the
Home Dcience leaders stales that “strong intervention troops
will be stationed in the immediate environs of Vienna” (Meid-
ling is one of the suburban districts of Vienna), fully armed
and prepared fo inlervene at the slightest attempt at a distur-
bance, That is plain language. One part of the bourgeois pa-
pers (for instance the ‘“Neue Freie Presse”) finds it even
too plain; one fraction of the bourgeois camp is beginning to
criticise the delermination of Fascism, for it fears the resisting
powers of the workers when too greatly provoked.

The 24th February will perhaps prove ever more importan:
for Austria than 7th October of last year. For this time the
front has shifted to Vienna. Therelore the -Austrian C. P. iz
concentrating its whole powers on the organised prevention o:
the Fascist March on 24th February.

The Social Democratic Party announces already that i1
will do everything. by means of 1ts Defence Corps. to preven:
the workers from breaking up the fascist rally en 24th February.

Their present slogan is: “No worker has any business in
the streel.” It is not un'ikely that in the further course oi event-
the Austro-marxists will underiake this or that manocuvre.
but their main object will remain to guarantee the wun-
disturbed carrying out of the Fascist parade. Is this not alread:
evident in the fact that the head ol the Vinnese municipal autho-
rities, Karl Seitz, refuses to make use of even the legal possi-
bility of a prohibition of the demonstration, of thai law which
the social democrat Seitz has repeatedly utilised to suppress
communist demonstrations in Vienna! The Austrian S. re-
treats in the matter of Fascist parades, t¢c the fundamental
slandpoint tihat these parades may be held “in view of the dec-
mocratic equality of ail citizens of the republic”.
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The commanders of the Fascist bands have already pro-
aimed that if the 24th February passes off without distur-
nance, it is to be followed by a comprehensive demonstration
of the Vienna Home Defence Leagues on Ist May, the fighting

] day of the proletariat! Austrion Fascism continues to pnrsue

|

15 path of challenge, energetically and consistently. Hence the
timost importance of the counier mobilisiiion of the prolctariat,
ceing ovganised to active resistance bv the Austrian C P, ti2
Anti-Fascist Committees, and the Workers’ Defence Corps.

The inner political deveiopment of Austria is assvming
mereasingly acute forms; the next few weeks will witness n
s country a struggle for an important section of that front
which has been formed bewwceen Fascism and the proletarin
Al over Europe.

The Significance of the Election of
Comrade Marty.

By J. B....z (Paris).

At the second ballot in the by-election which took place
on February 3rd, in the constituency of Puteaux in the environs
of Taris, our Comrade André Marty won a victory over the
tascist Gautherot. Marty was elected by 8317 votes against
7679 polled by Gautherot; about 000 votes were polled by two
opponents, one of whom is a so-called Trotzkyist, the renegade
Souvarine, who, after having betrayed the III. International.
now occupies the position of secretary to the worst socialist
jobbers.

The result of this by-election renders it possible to establish
two important facts:

1. The complete concentration of all the workers’ votes
upon the Communist candidate. At the eiection in 1928, when
3000 more electors went o the poll than at the present election,
the former Communist candidate Ménétrier polled 0227 vctes
at the first ballot and 7064 votes at the second ballot; this
time Comrade Marty polled 6553 vcles at the first balloi and
8317 votes at the second ballot. Thus the seccind ballot shows
a great increase of votes owver the first, and thie for an out-
spoken class candidature, the character of which -was clearly
displayed: against “National Unity”, against rationalisation,
against war, for the defence of the Soviet Union and for the
revojution. A comprehensive work for the united front has

achieved in the factories and the foundations for factory
commiitees capable of putting up resistance were laid. It is
o this work that the good result is before all to be ascribed.

- 2. In his election the Socialist Party disappeared as an
important political factor, although it formerly had a ‘strong
position in this constituency.

The Socialist Party, unable to refuse its support to the
social-fascist Torres at the first ballot, found itself compelled, in
order, if possible, not to disperse its dccimated troops still
further, to recommmend its followers to vote for Marty at the
secon] ballot. The respective declaration, full of malicious ca-
lumnies against our larty, was in reality nothing else but a
spiteful appeal to fight the Communists, an appeal which was
printed in the whole of the reaciionary press and there met
with the highest approval. Thus the Socialist Tarty is losing
more and more contact with the working masses~; it is inca-
pable of laying down a clear line; il does not vet dure, for
tear of losing its last followers, o recommend its a:udherents
to direct their fire against our Tarty. But in praclice it hastens
to the aid of the most reactionary bourgeoisie not only at the
elections, but a'so in the direct struggles of the workers: in the
strike movements of the miners aund the textile workers of
Hallulin.

The election of Marty shows that the workers of the Paris
district are rallying round the Communist Party and ifs revo-
lutioparv aims, and this at the expense of the socialicts. The
result of the election enab'es us to raise in the whole conntry
with still greater emnhasis the question of the mass struggle
for amnesty and against persecutions.

Juridical Reaction in Austria.
The Planned Abolition of Trial by Jury.
By Sch. (Vienna).

Dr. Slama, Miuister of Justice in the Seipel Govermmnent,
has ofticially announced that the government intends shortly 0
bring in a law for the “rcddorm” ol the jury system. This
“reform” is to consist of the aboliton of (rial by jury, No-
thing more tor less, ’

Seipei has again shown himself 1o be a skilful tactician.
This lLutest advance of his is mude under circumstances fu-
vouring the concealment of its reactionary nature. In the course
of the last few years Austrian juries have pronounced a con-
siderable number of verdicts calculated to arouse the indiz-
nation of the broad masses of the people. One of these ver-
dicts. the acquittal of the Schattendori murderer of workers
on 14th July 1927, acquired world historical importance: It
was the occasion for the July insurrection in Austria. And even
since then juries have persisted in the most amazing verdicts,
acquittals for the most part; these have, however, generally
been in criminal trials (chiefly trials for murder), and have not
involved any political consequeices.

In January, 1929, however, a more or less political case
came up for trial by jury. and the issue of this has formed a
suitable occassion for Seipel’s “reform”. The jury were called
upon to deal with the Fascist journalist Poffel, a corrupt former
editor of the “Neues Wiener Journal”, notcrious as the most
venal and unscrupulous anti-Soviet newspaper in Central Europe.
Pofiel hat shot his editorial colleagué Wolf, in the police court,
just as ihe defamatory accusations brought against him by Woli
were about to be discussed. In January the murderer stood
before the jury. For five days his counsel exerled every efiost
to represent him as a victim of his “conservative conviclions”.
And the result actually was an acquittal. Here was another ver-
dict, pronounced by a jury, calculated to arouse the indig-
nation of broad circles. And this indignation, directed against
Fascist methods of justice, is now being exploited by Seipel’s
Minister of justice for the further Fascisation of justice!

The government proposes to replace trial by jury by trial
before enlarged magisterial senates, consisting of three pro-
fessional judges aud three lay judges. Whilst hitherto the twelve
jurors have decided solely the question of guilt, and the tri-
bunal of three judges so?,ely the sentence to be imposed, the
three professional and the three lay judges are now to decide
conjointly the question of guilt and the scutence. Whilst hitherto
the jurors have been able 1o bring in their verdict of “guilty”
or “not guilty” according to their fiee judgment, these new
tribunals must give the legal grounds of their decisions, a pro-
vision fur.her incrcasing the complete dependence of the lav
judges upon the professional. Whilst the regulations hitherto
in force permitted workers to be selected to serve on juries.
the number of lay judges is to be confined to an extremely
narrow circle of persons “known to the juridical authorities
as suitable”’, that is, to reliable bourgeois intelleciuals and peity
beurgeois.

It need not be emphasised that tiial by jury, in a certain
sense, is an insirument of bourgeois class justice, and there-
fore the communists have no intention of defending it un prin-
ciple. On the contrary, they leave no doubt that the proletarian
revolution will have to replace the ‘*‘democratic” jurymen's
box by the class-conscious revolutionary dtribunal. Bat until
capitalist State power has been shattered, trial by jury can at
least serve to render brutal counter-revolutionary class justice
unreliable. Workers are not inhequently summmoned to serve on
juries, an1 are thus given the opportunity of frustrating class
justice. The workers against whom tne chief accusations were
brought after the Julv imsurrection in Vicnna were acquitted.
because they had to be brought before a jurv, The “enlorgel
magisterial courts” as now planned would certainly have passed
heavy sentences on them, for at that time the Austritn pro-
fessional judges were thirsting lor vengcarce.

The abolition of trial bv jury would mean an alteration of
the constitution. H it is to be pushed throueh legally, it there-
lore reauires the consent of a two-thirds parliamentary majorits.
and this is not to be accomn'ished without the aid of the social
demccratic parliamentary fraction. Signs are increasing  tha
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the Austro-Marxists are ready for even this shameful act; pro-
bably they wiil induce the government to accede to this or that
softening of some points in the present bill, and then, under
the title of “adaption to the laws of Germany”, will give their
assent to the Seipel plan in its main outiines. The tone adopted
by the Austro-Marxist press makes this extremely probable.
It has long been railing against the system of trial by jury;
and not in terms condemning the influence of bourgeois class
justice on these tribunals, but in a manner represeniing nothing
more nor less than the preparation of a frontal attack on the
system of trial by jury.

In this stage of the battle between bourgeoisie and prole-
tariat the Communist Party is again the sole leader of the

Austrian working class, which must defend itseli against this .
latest and most dangerous advance of juridical Fascism, if it °

does not wish to experience the {righifvi torture oi a “legal”
White Terror.

FASCISM

Intensification of Fascist Terror in
Poland.

“The police shoot, and will continue to shoot.”
By J: S. (Warsaw).

The International Anti-Fascist Congress to be held shortly
in Berlin is to concentrate its main atiention on the question
of the organisation of the struggle against Italian Fascism.
But there can be no doubt that the latest events in Toland
will cause the Congress to direct the special altention of its
participators to the intensification of Fascist Terror in Poland.

The crimes commiited by Polish Fascism against the wor-
kers, peasants, and oppressed peoples, form an endless chain;
Thousands of political prisoners, incarcerated in gloomy bour-
geois gaols; the systematic breaking up of workers’ meetings;
the suppression of strikes by force of arms; the torture of
political prisoners; the murder of peasants who protest against
the exploitation exercised by the large lanjdowners, the sup-
pression of the emancipation movements among the oppressed
peoples; the organisation of armed attacks by Fascist fighting
groups in the Polish 8. P. on workers’ representatives, wor-
kers’ meetings and demonstrations, and even whole districts
of proletarian Warsaw.,

Fascism has, however, hitherto attempted to conceal its
crimes beneath the deceitful cloak of “legality” and “liberalism”.
But now Pilsudski the bloody deems the time to be fit for
him to come forward a little more openly and to unveil a part
of his countenance — the countenance of a Fascist hangman
and murderer of workers and peasants.

At the session of the Polish Seym on 4th February, during
the debate on the budget of the Ministry of the Interior, the
communist deputy Comrade Heinrich Bittner rose and informed
the house of the murder of a worker by the police in the court-
yard of the Defensive (political police) at Sosnoviec (Dombrova
coal district). This worker had been arrested on suspicion of
Communism. At this moment the Minister for the Interior,
Skladkovski, rose from ilie government benches and interrupted
the speaker, amidst the applause of the representatives of the
government party, wiih the declaration:

- “The police do not sirike, but shoot, and will con-
tirue to shoot when the communists threaten the existence
of the Strate.”

It is the first fime that in Poland the Fascist gevernment
has openly admiited in the Seym that it em~loys a avsiem of
murder zgaiust the revolutionary workers and’ peasan‘s, an-d
will continve to emnloy this svsiem. This dcclaration. unheard
of even in Fascist Poland, met with an immediate expression
of solidarity on the part of the acting vice marshal, the repre-
set:ialive c¢f the whole feym Presidium, whicn is hcaded by
the leadcr of the Polish S. P, Daszynski.

What is the meaning of this declaration from the Fuscist
Mimster of the Inierior? It is an open legalisation by the go-
vernment of all the murders and brufalitics committed by the
poilice against the working masses. 1{ is both a stimulus and a
command for the enhancement of the Terror, for the increased
employment of bloody police methods.

“The police shoot, and will continue to shoot.” These !
words, resounding in the Seym in ihe name of the Fascist dic-
tator, announce the rise of a fresh tide of Fascist terror.

A few months ago the Fascist government commenced an
offensive agninst the rights hitherto enjoyed by the political
prisoners. This was followed by desperate struggles with the
aid of hunger-strikes, resorted to by the golitical prisoners in
the well known Paviak gaol, in the nolorious Myslovice in
Upper Silesia, in the Lemberg Brigidki, notorious on account
the cruelty of its administration, and in other places. But this
did not suffice the Fascist government. The growing discontent
of the masses, their growing activity as evidenced in the great
Lodz strike, in the agricu.ural labourers’ strikes in the West
Ukraine, and in a sirike wave spreading over the whole coun-
try — all this the Fascist government intends to suppress by
means of bullets and bavonets.

I’olish Fascism, enclosed- on all sides by mounting econo-
mic difficultics, seeks a means of escape in increased exploita-
fion and in an unbounded reign ol terror. The White Terror
is at same time a means towards preparing for war. It is to
subdue the resistance of the masses against the criminal pre-

rations being made by Polish Fascism for an attack on the
oviet Union, I'olish Fascism talks loudly of peace, but at the
same time it is feverishly organising war. The Fascis! govern-
ment, in giving its police the command to shoot communist
workers, is taking another step in the direction of war,

The terror being exercised against the workers and sants
is closely bound up with increased repression and brutality
against the oppressed and subject nationalities. The chief sut-
ferers are the working masses of the West Ukraine and West
White Russia, occupied by Folish imperialism. A memorable in-
cident was the pogrom against the Ukrainians in Lemberg on
1st November last year, when the police and the bands of
young Polish Fascists wounded dozens of Ukrainians and
demolished a large number of Ukrainian economic and cultural
institutions. And aMter this frightful pogrom the government
declared publicly that it was at one with the barbarism of
the Fascist rabble. The same Minister of the Interior, Sklad-
kovski, speaking at a session of the Seym held on 14th No-
vember, hurled the following cynical words in the faces of the
Ukrainian masses:

“The police were guilty, because they were too considerate.”

Today the Minister of the Interior, Skladkovski, turns upon
the whole revolutionary camp of .Poland, and proclaims:

“The police shoot, and will continue to shool.”

The working masses will imnress these words on their
memory! Mr. Skladkovski is mistaken if he hopes to crish the
revolutionary struggle of the workers and peasants by terrorist
methods. The proletariat of Poland has been sufficiently steeled
by its long vears of struggle against the tsarist regime, and
during the rule of the Polish bourgeoisie. The prison cells and
bloody devices of the Fascist hangmen are nothing new to ix.

The workers of I'oland remember very well the famous
words of the tsarist minister Trepov:

“Shoot, don’t be sparing with the cartridges!”

Today it is DPilsudsky who takes the place of the White
Tsar. whilst Skladkovski apes Tremtov and endeavours to siir-
rass him. The throne of the Romanoifs has been shattered in:q
Iragments and the power of the bourgecisie overthrown, bene-
ath the organised b'ows of the moletariat. And no intensifica.
tion of terror will save Iolish Fascism from ifs fall. The wor.
kers and peasamts of Poland will renly to the brutalilies
Fascism bv intensifving their revo'utionary stivggle under 11,
banner of ‘he Communist Partv of Poland, and renmin stead.
fast in their conviction {hat lor the Fascist dictatorship, Wiy
its ringleader IMilsudski and with iis whoie horde of murdere;-.
of the working people. the day ot reckoning is coming .~
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The Infamies of the Fascist Special
Tribunal.

Figures Regarding Reaction in Italy.

Along with the methods of “illegal” extermination oi the
best leaders and most active elements of the labour movement
of Maly, the Fascist Special Tribunal, Mussolini’s Party “court
of justice”, composed of four oflicers of the Fascist Party mili-
tant, is entrusted with the “legal” defence of the Fascist State.
The whole apparatus of Fascist reaction is unceasingly at work
10 impart its bias, by means of ruthless Terror, to the open
struggle between the proletariat and Fascism.

In the course of 1928 the Special Tribunal increased, ra-
tionalised, and perfected its work. In order to make it possible
for the Special Tribunal to deal with the whole of the enor-
mous number of political trials, and in order to make it pos-
sible for the court to sit daily, the Fascist government has been
obliged to increase the personnel of the court by numerous pre-
sidents, judges, and public prosecutors. The number of trials
dealt with by the Special Tribunal, the number of prisoners
sentenced by it, and the number of years of imprisonment which
it has imposed, form a frighiful record, of which the follo-
wing figures bear witness:

In 1927 the Special Tribunal imposed terms of imprison-
ment totalling 1200 years; no data are available on tiile num-
ber of persons sentenced, the number placed under police con-
trol, or the amounts of the fines imposed, for this year.

In the first half of 1928 the Special Tribunal sentenced 264
accused to 1688 years, 4 months, and 4 days imprisonment and
521 years police control, and imposed fines amounting to a total
ol 149,600 iire; in the second halt of 1928 the number of con-
demned rose to 379, and the terms of imprisonment to 1827
years, 5 months, and 5 days, and 1932 years of police control.
The sum total of the fines amounted to 22,600 lire.

These figures bear witness fo the heroism of the Walian
workers in their daily struggle against bloody Fascist reaction.

The New Fapal State.

Mussolini’s Peace with the Vatican.

By G. D.

After several years of negotiations a treaty has at last
been concluded between the Pope and Mussolini; it is true that
this treaty has not yet been published officially, but ils existence
is no longer denied. The ireaty provides for the resusciation
of the sovereign papal Church State. According to this treaty
the territory of the Vatican, together with several other pieces
of ground 1n and about Rome, is to be recognised as the Papal
State. with the Pope as sovereign. Diplomats to the Papal
Court will have to take up their residence within the territory
of the I'apal State. The Pope is to regain all the rights of a
State ruler. In Geneva the question of admitting the Papal
State to the e of Nations is already being considered.
This step would put the Pope under obligation to cc-operate in
all the diplomatic and military actions taken by the League. There
is a special treaty to cover the military forces of the Papal State.
The Vatican is fo receive from Italy a milliard lire as com-
pensation for the papal property confiscated in 1870.

Though the power of the new Papal State inay be but very
limited, this reconciliation between the Fascist State and the
Vatican is not of mere symbolic rolitical significance. The
abo'ition of the Papal State was an important act of the bour-
geois revolution against the feudal powers of the Middle Ages.
After the proclamalion of the Roman Republic in 1708 the
Panal State was practically destroyed. In 1815 it was for a
while restored by the Vienna Congress of the Holv Alliance
upon the overthrow of Napoleon, only to be once more

abolished by the bourgeois national revolution in Italy in 1860.
After this revolution the Papal State was confined to Kome until
September 20th, 1870, when the troops fighting for the national
unity of Italy wrested Rome, too, from the papal power. Since
that time the Popes, who have never recognised this revolu-
tionary act, have lived in “voluntary imprisonmert” in the
Vatican and have never entertained relations with the Italian
State. The rise of the lalian bourgeoisie and the consolidation
of the United National State of ltaly was effected through tierce
anti-clerical fighting against the influence of the Church.

In the beginning Fascism adopted this anti-clerical national
(radition.~But as soon as he had got into power, Mussolini
began to flirt with the Pope and the Catholic Church. The
alliance contracted between Fuscism and the Vatican repre-
sents a confederation of the most reactionary forces of the dav
and symbolises manifestly the retrogressive development of the
one-time progressive national bourgeoisie in the period of im-
perialisnt.

Mussolini’s reconciliation wiih the Pope was effected out of
considerations of a domestic and foreign-political nature. In home
affairs Mussolini hopes thereby to disarm the growing oppo-
sition of the peasant and petty-bourgeois masses gathered
about the low Catholic clergy of the Catholic People’s Party.
In foreign affairs, by recognising Italy as the “Catholic Power”,
the Pope will strengthen the positions of Italian imperialism
in the colonies, especially against France. Up to the present
France has been the patron of all Catholics in the coloniec
and has therefore been supported by the Catholic missionaries.
Italy will now be able to exploit the Catholic missions as
agencies of its own imperialism and give a set-back to its
French rival.

“This new alliance between Popery and Fascism is designed
to strengthen Fascist imperialism against its rivals and Fascist
reaction against anti-Fascist forces.

Participation in the International
Anti-Faseist Congreu.

The appeal issued by the lim?ending' International Anti-
Fascist Congress in Berlin: “To all opponents of Fascism”, is
meeting with an ever larger response among the workers, and
among the Left inclined intellectuals. Many organisations and
individuals have already responded to the appeal with expres-
sions of concurrence and support, among these the “Inter-
national of War Victims und Ex-Servicemen”, the “Left Socialist
Party of Poland”, the ‘“Algemeen Nederlandsch Vakverband”
Utrecht), Dr. von Schonaich, Bernhard Kellermann, Alfred

err, Heinrich Mann, Dr. Helene Stocker, Ernst Toller, Prof.
Heinrich Zille, Eduard Fuchs, Prof. Magnus Hirschield, E. J.
Gumbel, Dr. Manfred Georg, Mme. G. Duchéne, Henri Besiés,
Victor Margueritte, efc.

The International of War Victims and Ex-Servicemen, has
sent the following letter to the Initiatory Committee:

“We welcome ithe initiative to a congress against
Fascism, and have resolved to take part in it. The Inter-
national of War Victims itself has learnt by experience that
the Fascist governments do not hesitate to persecute even
war victims' organisations, as soon as these carry on a
struggle against the preparation of fresh wars, Hence our
Italian section was shatiered by Mussolini, and thousands
of its active functionaries thrown into prison or forced
to emigrate. In Greece Pangalos crushed the Pan-Hellenic
Union of Ex-Servicemen. 1t is only a few months since the
Bu'garian government organised a coup against the Gene-
ral Union of War-Disabled in Bulgaria. — Down with
Fascism!
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Czecho Slovakian Textile

Workers Strike.
By Paul Reimann (Reichenberg).

On Tth February about 6000 textile workers of the North
Bohemian textile industrial district around Reichenberg went
on strike, partial strikes having been already in progress some
days before in some factories of the Briinn district, as well as
a partial strike among the workers of the firm of Klazar in
Koniginhof. The {aking up of the struggle in the Reichenberg
area, where the factories of the Grottau district have gone
almost unanimously on strike, and undertakings playing a deci-
sive role in Reichenberg, Kratzau, and Friealand, have joined
the struggle, is the signal for the general taking up of the
struggle in all textile districts of Czechoslovakia, where a wage
movement has been going on since 1st December. During the
next few days the strike will doubtlessly spread o fresh djsiricts,
and in the North Bohemian textile district the strike already
begun will assume greater dimensions.

This is the beginning of a struggle which will undoubtedly
prove a turning point in the developmem of the economic
struggles of the Czechoslovakian proletariat, for this struggle
has been under the leadership of the Communist Party and the
Red trade unions from the very beginning, and has been from
the first moment it broke out not only an economic struggle,
but a fight carried on under the political slogans of the Com-
munist Party.

The struggle of the Czechoslovakian textile workers has
broken out in a large number of contract districts, in which
about 150,000 textile workers are employed, forming the great
majority of the whole Czechoslovakian textile prolefariat. The
textile section of the International Workers Union gave nofice
on 1st December of termination of contracts for the East and
Central Bohemian contract district, for the Briinn contract dis-
trict, for the Asch district and the four Bohemian contract dis-
tricts, and for the Friedek-Mistek district (in the vicinity of
Modavian-Ostrau). The notice terminating the wage contract
has been followed by that terminating the collective agreemets,
and by the presentation of demands directed. ¢hiefly against
capitalist rationalisation.

The Czechoslovakjan textile workers live .in the most wret-
ched poverty. The Czechoslovakian working class is miersably
paid in general, but it may be claimed that the textile workers
belong (o the wost paid categories of all. To this must be
added that during the last few months capitalist rationalisatjon
has been introduced in its intensest form into the textile under-
takings. The increase in number of machines to be attended by
only one worker, the introduction of new and studied forms
of the piecework system (output wage etc.), the .in'roduction of
fines for faulty work, etc., are arousing the fierce resentment
of the ftextile proletariat. Rationalisation, more than anything
else. has aroused the fighting spirit of the textile workers, in
addition to the political slogans of the Communist Party, there
stand in the forefront of this struggle, first of all, those demans
of the textile workers which are directed against capitalist
rationalisation. : :

From the very commencement of the struggle the treachery
of the reformists has been open and unashamed. In North
Bohemia, for instance, the reformists have not given notice of
termination of the agreements, thereby deliberately depriving
the workers of the weapon of the open fight, but have called
upon the emplovers to grant the workers a lump sum, ani have
not given notice of expiration of the workers’ agreements. In
the other districts the reformis‘s have given notice terminating
agreements, but have again, as in North Bohemia, expressed
themselves as content with a meagre bonus in relief of the
rising prices. and have everywhere concluded fresh agreements
on this basis with the employers with the intention of thrott-
ling the struggle,

Immediately after concluding this desnicable pact with tha
emnlovers, the reformists commenced a campaign in all textile
districts with the object of inducing the textile workers to
accept the high prices relief. At the same time the Communist
Partv and the Red trade unions have been calling upon the
textile workers to organise the struggle agajnst this infamous

<iment between reformists and employers, and o elect strike

commiitees in the factories for carrying on the struggle. The
reformists, who, in the course of the wages movement, every-
where concluded their pact with the emp.oyers, soon made it
quite evident that they intended organising open strike breaking.

Under these conditions it was obvious from the beginning
that the textile workers’ struggle was bound to develop in the
form of a struggle against the united front of employers and
reformists, backed up by the capitalist apparatus of power,
and that in the course of the fight the reformist trade unions
would be transformed into storm troops aiding the employers
against the fighting textile workers. Therefore the Commuumist
Party made it a part of its preparations for the struggle to
expose the role played in this struggle by the reformists, their
alliance with the employers on the basis of industrial peace, and
the false and opportunist slogans propagated by one section
of the trade union functionaries (“Force the reformists to give
notice of termination of the contracts”, “We must drive the
reformist trade unions forward”), slogans which have caused
much confusion, especially in the initiation of the wages mo-
vement.

The openly blacklegging policy pursued by the reformist
leaders is not the sole feature lem{ing a special stamp to this
struggle. The last few months have rendered the political situa-
tion i Czechoslovakia extremely acute. The development towards
Fascism is becoming increasingly self evident, and ithe Czecho-
slovakian bourgeoisie took the first decisive step in the transition
to openly Fascist methods of rule, in December last year, at the
election of representatives to the provincial and district coun-
cils. A further step towards open Fascism is the change of
Prime Minister — the recent appointment of Udrzal, hitherto
Minister of war, and a representative of the openly Fascist
wing of the agrarian é)art , o the office of Prime Minister.
In the Fascisation of Czechoslovakia the social democrats are
again ylaying a conspicuous part. Udrzal’s appointment to the
post of Irime Minister has n commented upon by the re-
formist press with no less satisfaction than by the bourgeois,
and the reformist press openly declares itself in favour of colla-
b‘oratlign,with the new Fascist head of the government in Czecho-
slovakia, :

In view of the growing war danger, and in view of the
leading role played by Czechoslovakia in the preparations for
war against the Soviet Union, the Fascist course being pursued
here is of extreme importance. In this situation the Communist
Party at once combined the textile workers’ struggle, which
developed from the first moment on the lines of au%road mass
movement, with the questions of Fascism and of the war pre-
parations of the Czechoslovakian bourgeoisig -

In carrying out this line of policy, however, the Czech
C. . has encoutered a serious .obstacle in the opportunist
traditions in the Party itself. The pursuance of a correct poli-
tical line in the textile workers’ struggle has drawn upon the
scene all the opportunist groups in the Party, and these, under
various slogans are now opposing the line of the Party. The
opportunisis, after sabotaging every suggestion of preparation
for the struggle, now declare that the struggle cannot be carried
on because it is insufficiently prepared; at the same time they
attempt to defend the false theory of the passivity of the masses,
and maintain that the difficulties are so great that the textile
workers are not ready for the fight. The resistance to the Party
line in the textile workers’ strike has even led to a rebellion
against the Party within the leading cadre of the textile section
of the International Workers’ Union, and some of the leading
functionaries have resigned their positions with the declaraticn
that they “will not take orders” form the Party.

In spite of these great diificullies within the Party itseli.
in spite of the united advance of {he opportunists in the Red
trade unions, the Jilek group and the exponents of the one-
time Trotzkyist Neurath opposition against the struggle, and in
spite of the openly strike-breaking action of the reformists, the
texiile workers are following the slogans of the Communist
Party, and the first troops of the Czechslovakian textile prole-
tariat have en‘ered the fight. The whole of the Czechoslovakian
proletariat anxiovslv awaits the issue ol the textile workers’
struggle, for .it is being fought during the period of the develop-
ment of open Fascism in Czechoslovakia, and will mark an
imporfant stage in the development of the class struggles in

Czechoslovakia.
* o, *
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Prague, 13th February 1929.

Alter a thorough discussion of the situation, the Strike
Committee of the North Bohemian textile f:cfories, iogether
with the r;preseniaiives of the various districts, decided today
to break oft the textile workers strike for the time being, and
to continue the preparations for a still more energetic siruggle
against rationalisation and for higher wages. It has become

evident that the struggle against exploitation and ralionalisa- .

tion is possible only under the leadership of the democratically
elected Strike Committees, under the slogans of the Red Trade
Unions and the Communist Party. Even the unorganised wor-
kers have understood these tactics, There is not the least doubt
that the interrupted struggle represents a stage to a still broader
tighting action.

Sucecessful Anti-Mond Conference
of the Swedish Trade Union

Opposition.
By A. J. Sm.

At the end of January there was held in Stockholm the
so-called “Arti-Mond Conference” of the Swedish trade union
opposition. This was called by the Unity Commitiee of the trade
unton opposition, and is to be regarded, as may be seen from
the name itsel, as a direct reply from the class conscious wor-
kers to the industrial peace conference of the employers and
reformists held at the beginning of December on the invitation
of the national government. This conference was attended by
100 big industrialists and 100 ‘labour representatives”, the ma-
jority of which last were, however, trade union bureaucrats.
These 100 “labour representatives” represented nobody but
themselves, for they were not chosen by auny organisation, but
were nomrinated by the Comumnittee of the trade Union Federa-
Islon. The expenses were borne by the government, that is, by the
tate.

The “Anti-Mond Conference” was quite a different afiair.
The Communist Party made extensive propaganda for its con-
vocation, and its aims and programme were passionately dis-
cussed with the greatest publicity. Bourgeois and social demo-
crats exerted every effort to dissuade and intimidate the wor-
king niasses from participating in this conference. In spite of
this counter-ofiensive, the result of the campaign may be regar-
ded as a complete success for the revolutionary opposition and
for the Communist Party. The delegates were elecied at the
members’ meetings of the local trade unions, after full dis-
cussion, and against the resistance of trade union bureaucracy,
and could therefore lay claim to being really representative of
the will of the workers. Although the very considerable ex-
penses were borne by the local groups themselves, 265 dele-
gates were elected from the works and factories, representing
497 local groups, some of them very large, the fotal number
of members represented being 100,000, or more than the fifth
part of the whole trade union federaiion. Every political ten-
dency in the labour movment was represented at the confe-
rence — syndicalists, social democrais, commiunists, and ion-
party workers, but all were united in their recognition of the
class war and in their rejection of industrial peace with the

employers.

In the course of the struggle preceding the Conference the
reformists again proved themselves o be the real splitters of
the trade unions. Not only did the Social Democratic Party
threaten its members with expulsion in ihe event of their par-
ticipating in the Conference, but various union leaders publicly
demanded that the communists be thrown out of the trade
unions, In several towns in which the irades councils had de-
dded by a large majority to take part in the Conlerence, the
social democratic minority, acting in agreement with the union
leaders, destroyed all unity and brcke up the council; in these
cases the local groups dominated by the social democrats with-
drew from the trades council. On the other hand, numerous
trades councils passed sharp resolutions representing the com-
munist members to be splilters and desirovers of the unions,
and have taken it for granted tiat the minority should submit
m such cases.

After two laborious sessions, at which the present political
and economic situation was dealt with i1 detail, the results and
decisions of the Conference were summed up in an appeal which
is to be distributed among the whole of the Swedish working
class. This appeal calls attention to the close alliance between
the reformists and the employers, and calls upon the worke:s
to repulse determinedly any attempt on the part of the social
democratic leaders to split the trade unions for their own pur-
poses. As the majority of the Swedish industrial workers, espe-
cially those of the decisively imporiant industries, are orga-
nised, the point of main importance is o rescue the irade union
members from the evil influence of the reformists and to win
them for the class struggle. It may well be claimed that the
Anti-Mond Conference of these 100,000 revolutionary worker:
represents an important step towards the achievement of this
aim. .

Reformist Aht of Violence in the
Norwegian Trade Union Federation.
By A. ]. S

The Norwegian trade union leaders have always seized
upon every possible pretext for not undertaking anything like
energetic action against the anti-labour compulsory arbitration
law. They were also opposed to the “illegal” strike of the
building workers last summer, which was carried through suc-
cessfully against their will. Under the pressure of the working
masses the committee of the Trade Union Federation recently
found itself obliged at least, o pretend {o be doing something.
and resolved to organise a 24 hours’ protest sirike agninst
the law.

The two communist members of the committee, the chair-
man of the bookbinders’ union, Aas, and the old building wor-
kers’ leader Volan, former vice-president of the Trade Union
Federation, opposed this decision as an inadequate measure, and
proposed a miore far-reaching motion of their own. Aithough
i1t has always been customary in the Scandinavian labour mo-
vement to publish both the views of the majority and of the
minority in cases of differences of opinion in the leading bodies,
this was not done on this occasion, and only the decision of the
majority was made public. The attempt to conceal from the
workers the disagreements among the leaders was frustrated
by the central organ of the Norwegian Communist Party, “Nor-
ges Kommunistblad”, which published the motion of the mi-
nority.

The reformists found in this an opportunity ol carrving
out a long-cherished plan of attack on the critics so disagree-
able to them. The committee of the Trade Union Federation
decided, with the votes of all the reformists and cenirists, that
the publication of the motion ol the minority was to be regar-
ded as an act disloyal to the Federation commnittee, since this
had decided to suppress the motion of the minority. And now
comes the incredible: The commitiee resolved, with the same
number of votes, to expel the communists Aas and Volan from
the Federation comimittee, because they declined to condemn
the action of the communist newspaper.

It need not be said ihat this decision is flatly con-
trary to the statutes of the Federation, which do not give the
committee the right fo elect or remove iis members. This right
belongs only to the Congress. The decision shows, however,
the means to which the reformists are determined to reszort --
even whilst making a radical gesture for the deception of the
workers. as they are doing in Norway — for the purpose ot
suppressing inconvenient opposition and maintaining their own
dictatorship in the movement. '
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THE WHITE TERROR

FIGHT AGAINST THE RIGHT DANGER |

The Participants in the General
Hunger-Strike in Bulgaria in
Danger of Death.

Letter from Solia.

The reply ol Liaptchev to the uinexampled geneiral hunger-
strike, in which 1200 political prisoners of Bulgaria are par-
ticipating. has been given. The ['ublic Prosecutor has ordered
for all those political prisoners who have participated in the
hunger-strike 20 days solitary confinement and the deprival for
two months of the right to receive leiters, visiiors and food
from outside. Not satisfied with this, the prison authorities
have, under order of the local prosecutors, increused ihese
penalties still further. Thus in ihe district prison of Slivno,
where O} political prisoners. among them being 3 women, have
entered on hunger-strike, the term of disciplinary punishment
has been extended to three months. In addition to this the
Public prosecutor Vassiliev participated personally in the cruel
mishandlings of some political prisoners, among them being
the lawyer Dr. Ivan Pashev.

These inhuman disciplinary punishments have only had the
eficct of calling forth a still greater storm of protest, especially
on the part of the relatives of the political prisoners, The poli-
tical prisoners oi the district prison of Slivno have again ente-
red on 2 hungei strike.

The relatives addressed an Open Letier to the government
and the Press in which it is stated:

“This punishment of the political prisorers is cruel and
frightful. The prisoners, who have been buried alive already
for four to five years, are in a stale of complete physical ex-
haustion. Many of them 2re suitering Iromt tuberculosis. They
are all in need of the support of their relatives who bring
them food!”

That the political prisoiers are inevitablv perishing is
proved by the recent cases oi death. Thus in the Summer of
last yvear Comirade Nikola IHiev, member of the Central Com-
mittce of the Workers’ Party, died in the prison ce!ll on the
third day of his conveyance into the central prison of Sofia,
Comrades Theodor Tchakalov, Georgi Panlov and Stefan P.
Georgiev died in the district prison ol Elivno aiter the general
huirger-strike in March 1927; {wo similar cases occurred in
the district prison of Haskovo, etc.

The indignation of the workers at this state of affairs
is so grcat that in the textile industrial city of Slivno a ome
dav's general strike was carried out on Janvary I5th, at the
<ame tinme also as a protest against a grucsome explosion at
which a worker was killed. In spite of terror and reprisals the
<trike was conducted splendidly and the impression it made
was enormous!

At the same time nmmerous telegrams of profest and mes-
<ages of svmpathy for the political prisoners who were on
hunger strike arrived from abroad.

Lijaptchev, the cunning “democrat”. at once spread the
news by means of the government press that the punishment
of the political prisoners is abolished. But this at once proved
to be a deceitful diversion manoeuvre of the government,

The attitude of the social democratic and and so-called
orpositional bourgeois press iz unexampled in its shamefulpess.
1hey comrlefely ignore the tremendous struggle for an amne-
stv. They even keep silent regarding the protests sent to them
from abroad in support of the poiitical prisoners.

The Bulgarian working class is raising the alarm on
account of the danger of death threatening the cruelly punished
political prisoners. It appeals to the working class of the whole
world to intensify the struggle for ilie immediate withdrawal
of the disciplinary measures and for complete and unconditional
amnesfvy,

Resolution of the C. C. of the C. P.

of Sweden on- the Situation in the

C. P. of Germany.

The Central Commitiee of the C.P. of Sweden discussed
the situation in the C.P. of Germany in its January session
and without reservation approved the line laid down in the
Open Letter of the E.C.C. 1. t¢ the C.P.G.

In the present situation, under the intensified pressure of
the capitalists and their social democratic allies, it is more
necessary than ever that the minunist Pzarty draw a clear
line of demarcation between itseli and the Social Democratic
Par!y. It must nct, like the followers of Brandler, consider the
tactics of the united front as an endeavour 1o form a bloc
with certain sections of the social democracy. It must not ob-
literate the demarcation between itseif and the social demo-
cratic “Left”. which. by means oif their radical phrases, aims
at keeping the working class within the corrupt® social demo-
cracy. It must not, by making use of unclear slogans such as
“control of produciion” in an unrevolutionary sitnation, sup-
port the social democratic demand for “industrial democracy”.
Towards snch Right tendencies, which are very dangerous.
particularly in the present situation, ihere must not be shown
any conciliation.

The C.C. of the C.P. of Sweden emphasises the great in-
ternational importance of the siruggle of the C.P. of Germany
and the necessity to discuss these questions thoroughly in order
1o bring nearer to the members ol the C.P. of Sweden the
decisions of the VI. World Congiess of the Comintern

IN THE INTERNATIONAL |

'The Results ot the Tenth Congress
of the Communist Party of Great
Britain.

By T. H*Wintringham.

The characteristic feature of the Tenth Congress of the
Communist Party of Great Britain was the strength and enthu-
siasm of the response of the Party membership to the “New
Line” of the *International laid down at the Ninth Plenum
of the E.C.C.1. and at the Sixth World Congress. The Con-
gress as a whole faced up to the tasks of correcting the Party’s
line after the uncertainties and errors of the past year, and
of applying that line fully in every department of the Party's
work.

The growing swing to the Left of masses of the workers.
found real expression in the speeches at the Congress. The
purpose and importance of these spceches was that tae dele-
gates were saying: “We — the life of the working class move-
ment — are being attacked more violently than ever before.
by a united reaction. We must counter-attack!”

A very extensive discussion iad preceded the Congress.
This discussion was a new and valuable feature in the hLie of
the Party. Nevertheless, it suffered from being limited to cer-
tain specific details of tactics (the questions of the political
levy and the left wing occupying the major part of the dis-
cussion), and it failed to bring out the basic issues of the
New Line as a whole.

It was very necessary to deal with those issues. The
change in the world situation which is the basis for the new
line had not in the past year been clearly seen in the Party.
It had even been held that the change in the DParty’s poiicy
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ai< due almost entirely 1o the Labour Party’s degeneration

mo complete Liberalism from a noticeably Socialist policy -

“nis poiicy of course never really existed excent as a bail with
<iiich to attract the masses).

The first speaker whose time-iimit lor speaking was ex-
«ided by unanimous agreement of the delegates was a miner
«raight from the Lanarkshire piis; it was the first Party Con-
iress he had attended. “We are two years late”, he said, “with
‘vs change in the Party line. That is why we have not got

e full value out of it yet. Alter the General Sirike, when all

—— ———

e bureaucrats united against the workers — that was the
me to begin the chauge!” This expression was an important
rdicarion of feeling among the revoluticnary miners.

Another delegate from the lower ranks of the Paity's or-
simsation made the strongest plea for the Party to carry ot
-ne ¢f the heaviest and most prolitaole practical tasks implied
oi ihe new line: the creation of a daily paper.

In the discussion on the miniag industry it was thie com-
“wles from the File and oiher coallields who straightened the
“urty line on the question ¢f the “Save the Union™ committees.
itey insisted that the first need was fo fight to organise the
rorkers” resistance to the employers; only in so far as that
vruggle was put first could Comnumists in fact become the
:de union leaders of the workers; io struggle primariiy in
e constitutional maze of the union machine for rights and
Jositions would lead {o defeat

On the question of the Left Wing the Congress reached an
‘mportant decision on a close vote. All were agreed on the
freessity of the most active work in co-operation with the
eiward moving workers botli inside and ocuiside the Labour
Partv. But tie issue of controversy turned on the fornis of this
sork. Hitherio the Party had given iis support to a special
arzanisation. the so-called *National Left Wing Movement”,
which had been originally formed to organise the lett wing
workers in the Labour Party on a piogramme oi nulitant
socizlist demands against the reactionary aad splitting policy
3t the reformist leadership. Wuh the change i th2 suuation.
wwever, by the increasing expulsion policy of the Labour
viriy chiefs on the one hand. and the advance ol the Com-
munist Party to the direct fight against the Labour Party on
“ie other. this organisation began 1o take on a different charac-
e, and to appear as a hall-way organisation ouwside the
Labour Party and the Communist Party and based on a centrist
w:ialist programme. The Central Committee mujority proposed
o continue support to this organisation as a “bridge” for the
:Jvance of the workers; but the Congress rejecied this pro-
:0x1] by 55 votes to 52, At the same time the Congress decided
o apply the united front policy in every possible useful way
~ihall leltward moving workers in the Labour Party or ex-
ieiled from it.

In the trade umion discussion comrades from positions in
‘2t lower ranks of the trade union machine insisted on a more
wmve fight, and against formalism or passivity. They fought
i pessimistic idea that we are being “driven im0 the fac-
wries because the upions are becoming clused to us”. Those
10 insisted most strongly on the need for more work, and
sork of better quality, in the factories, were those who also
=d there is a wider field than ever bclore for Communist
tk in the trade unions, so long. as the Farty goes lorward
ly as the leader of the workers’ economic struggles, which
e now continual as well as intense in almost all industries.

The Congress has revitalised the Darty, to go forward hard
it work while also carrying on a vigorous discussion in order
 get the line correct; to challenge nationally all three capitalist
rarties in the coming general election; lo lead the fight against
-stionalisation and Mondism. It has put before the Party as
vs first task to fight energetically for the new line. nct merely
=< an election tactic but as a struggie for the leadership ol
‘e British working class in all spheres of the class struggle.
The tasks ahead. all recognise, are heavy; but in the unprac-
ised speeches of these delegates there was a living movement
ible 10 face great tasks.

Results of Elections to Sixth
American Party Congress.
By Bertram D. Wolfe.

Out of 40 delegaies to the forthcoming convention ol the
Workers (Conumunist) Party of America 10 be held in New
York March 1, 93 are industrial prolewrians in their origm.
Sixty eight of these come directly iront the mines, mills and
factories and twenty five are DParty functionaries who formerly
were industrial prolctarians, The Detioat discrict comention ol
the Farty heid in the big American automobile centre was mnde
up of 027 factory workers most i wiom are working in auto-
mabile factories. This is the hrst convention of the Americn
Communist Party where the mujority of the delegates are wor-
kers in mdustry and not Party functionaries. 1t is part oi the
respouse ¢f the Party 1o the proposals of the Sixdi Congress
that the American Party should hastan the process of draning
proletarian clements into the jcadership.

Twelve of the delegates io the forthcoming national cou-
vention are Negro workers, one is a Japanese and one a Fil-
lipino. There will be fraternal delegates irom the Communist
Party of Mexico, the Communist Party ol Cenada and from
several other Latin American countries,

The voting for converlion delegates, after the most thorouga
discussion in the history of the Ameritcar Comparty, completely
wiped out the Dariy opposiiion as a poiitical force in all rdu-
strial centres. The opposition received no votes among  the
miners, steel workers or textile workers. The vote on the Iron
range (metal mining region) was one hundred seven against
one in favour ol the Central Committee, The voie on the Copper
Range was one hundred and iiiteen for the Ceniral Comnutiee,
nothing ifor the opposition. In ihe Ohio Coal fields where the
Party has led the Pennsylvania-Ohio coal strike, the voie was one
hundred fiireen jor the Ceniral Commitice, nothing for ihe
Crposition. The Anthracite Ccal region of Pennsylvania and
the soit coal fields of Hlinois (the latier a forier opposition
strongho'd) voted winnimously 1or the Cemral Commitiee. A
textile. shoe, packinghouse and rubber centres voted almost una-
nimously for the C.F. C. The opposition received sone suppori
onty in California (where ouly Torty percent oi the membersip
are industrial workeis). and in New York whete the opposition
carried five units and e Central Comnuttee scveiny two and
in Chicago where the vote was about the sante.

The reason for this overwhelming defeai of the opposition
is 10 be found in the following devclepments:

1. The opposition campaigned for surport on the basis of
reservations to the decisions of the Sixth World Congiess. This
was overwhehuingly rejected by the membership of ithe Ameri-
can Party.

2. The epposition repeatedly rejected the prorosuls of the
“aentral Comnutiee for the unification ol the Party on tie basis
oi the acceptance of the Comintern Decisions, all other matters
to be adjusted by mutual agreement. This the opposition re-
jected. However. the membership insisted upen the unification
of the Party.

3. In the midst of the discussion part of the opposition
bloc went over to Trotskvism (Cannen :ud his followers) and
were expelled from the Party by unanimous vote of the Central
Conmmitiee (including the minorny memhers). After Cannon’s
attempt 1o split the Party, he oprosiiion continved to fight
the Central Committee much bkarder than the renegades who
were tryving 1o split the Party. This was resented by the ment-
bership” and scores cven of oprosition leading figures Dreke
with the Gprosition on this account ard announced their sup-
port of the Central Commitiee.

4. The most capable leader of the Party Opposition, Cem-
rade Foster, was deleated for leadership ol the Oprositios by
Comrade Bittelman, and his leadership caused the Opposition
to iose support and to adopt the reckiess line which called
forth the rebuke of the membership.

The drift of former orposition supporters to the Central
Commitiee continues after the voting. Fourteen leading opposi-
tion supporters in New York have just issued a declaration
renouncing their opposition and calling upon former follc wers
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to do likewise. Ella Reeve Bloor, oue ol the oldest opposition
leaders, dissued a similar statement.

The convention was postponed for one month till March
to give time for the E.C.C.1. to send a letter {o the Conven-
toii. The Central Comumittee is using the period of comparative
calm after the election of delegates is completed to :infensify the
coavention discussion still further. to develop self-criticism.
discussion of party tasks and issues, strengthening of the appa-
ratus of the Party. especially the illegal apparatus and to inteu-
sify the Party’s anti-war activities.

The agenda of the Congress is as follows:

1. Report of the Central Executive Committee (Economic and
Political Situation, Activities of the Workers (Communist) Party
and Tasks before the Darty).

2. Repoert of the National Executive Committee of the Young
Communist League.

3. Report of the Sixth World Congress of the Comintern.
Report on the Right Danger and Teotshyism,

. Report on Trade Umon Work.
. Party Organisation Problems,
. Negro Work.

8. The War Danger and the Struggle against American
Imperialism.

9. Election of the Central
Central Control Commission.

NSOk

Executive Committee and the

Resolution of the E. C. C. 1. on the
Korean Question.

Adopted by the Polit-Secretariat of the E.C.C.1. on Decem-
ber 10th 1028,

To the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants of Korea.
Dear Comrades!

The revolutionary movement in Korea is passing through
a severe crisis. The blows of persecution by the Japanese im-
perialists are raining down upon it. The advance-guard of the
working class, the Communist Party 1s being born to the accom-
paniment of severe birth-pangs. The severe birth-pangs are caused
ot only by the objective conditions (weak developmen: of indu-
stry and a resultingly weak development of the working ciass and
the working youth, fluctuation of its membership and weak or-
ganisations of the working cliss), not only by persecuiion on
the part of Japanese imperialism, but also by those regrettable
inner quarrels and conflicts which for several years have rent
the Communist movement in vour country. The birth of the
Communist advance-guard of the Korean proletariat is accom-
panted by severe birth-pangs, and the class enenmy is endea-
vouring to disintegrate the movement not only by means of
the most furious white terror but alsc from within.

Japanese imperialism is intensifying its assault upon
vour country. The working class and the peasantry are be-
ginning to stir. as the evenis ol the last months have proved.
But the Communist movement, torn by inuner disputes, cannot
be the intiator, the organisor and ithe leader of the revolutio-
nary struggle, so long as the closest connection is not established
between the individual revolutionaries and the werking masses,
so long as the Party does not exert its organisational influence
upon the national revolutionary movement.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International,
aiter having thoroughly discussed the situation in the country
and the position of the revolutionary miovement, has adorted
the following resolution, which is to assist the revolutionary
workers and peasants to form their revoluiionary advance-guard:

Resolution,

The key positions in Korean economics are all in the hands
of Japanese linance carital. American and British capital has
but an absolutely negligible share in the mining industry. With
this exception which barely merits any autention, Japanese
capital has taken possession of all major economic positions.
Transportation (railways, sleamships), the mining industry,
forewrn frafer the banks and the entire credit and nmonetary

system and the few industrial emterprises which deserve that
name (textile, cement, leather, matches, sugar), the manuiac-
turing concerns of any size (distilleries, paper factories, fat
producers) are in the hands of Japanese. But Japanese im-
perialism has very strong positions also in the sphere of agri-
culture. The irrigation system, the colonisation fund of the coun-
try, the forests, fishing, the tobacco fields, etc., are controlled
(b){ Japanese imperialism which was able to grab vast tracts

land for the Japanese colonisis and plantation owners. The
role of Korea in the system of Japanese imperialism is to be an
agrarian hinterland supplying raw material for Japan and
serving as a markel for Japanese goods; the principal mission
of Korea is to supply the Japanese market with rice. The
Korean population is fed on inferior food while rice is ex-
ported to Japan. The mining resources of the country were
used during the world war more intensively, but the industrv
has barely emerged from ils post-war crisis. Even the ligh:
and manufacturing industries are developing very slowly and
modern large-scale factories can be counied on one’s fingers.
Meanwhile the export of farm products and the import of manufac-
tured goods is rapidly increasing. The increase in arable land,
the construction of irrigation systems, the extension of irrigated
areas, the improvement in foresty and the petty-agrarian reforms.
have not improved the osition of the people as it was accomn-
panied by intense exploitation on the part of Japanese impe-
rialism. Korea is a {ypical colonial country in the sense out-
lined in the Theses of the VI, Congress of the Comintern. It is
merely an agrarian and raw material base of Japanese im-
perialism. But from this point of view the importance of Korea
1s becoming more significant. :

Japanese imperialism exploits Korea not only economically.
but also by other than economic means, squeezing vast sunis
of money out of the country in the form of taxes, customs
tariffs, excise duties, State monopoly profits, etc.

Japanese imperialism grabbed not only the key and central
positions in the govermment, but almost all more or less im-
portant positions in general. Korea is of enormous importance
for Japanese imperialism also from a strategical point of view.
Korea, together with the Kwantung Peninsula, is the main hin-
terland of Japanese imperialism on the Asiatic Continent from
where Japanese militarism can direct its blows boih against the
U.S.S.R. and against China, To the exient that the coming
war of the Pacific becomes more imminent the econonric aund
strategical importance of Korea is increasing. Korea will have
to maintain a big Japanese army, the police and the armed
forces intended for the suppression of the revolutionary move-
ment. and for military purposes in general.

Japanese imperialism has its own military, police and bu-
reaucratic machine for the administration of Korea, deprives
the country of the opportunity to develop its own culture, de-
prives it of the opportunity independently to develop its pro-
ductive forces, and refards its industrial development.

Owing fo the poor industrial development of the country
the overwhelming majority of the population, over 80%, is oc-
cupied in, or depends on, agriculture. The number of industrial
enterprises of a modern type in 1922 was 064, employing
50,000 woikers; there are only enterprises of all sorts with
a fixed capital of over one million yen.

The agricvhural relations. notwithstanding the rapid de-
velopment of commodity and money relations, are chielly of a
pre-capitalist tvpe. The peasints having less than one tno of
land. comprise 83.77% of all landowning peasants. The peasants’
possessing from one to two uno constitute 9% of the total.|
At the same time, 64.4% of all irrigated rice fields and 57.4%
ol all dry fields are cultivated by tenants. Most of the tenauts
hire land because of want. Rent in kind, crop sharing, semi-
feudal relations between landlord und {enant, slave-forms and
methods of exploitation. is what characterises the positions o
the tenants. A relatively small group of landlords exploit th
vast majority of starving peasants, Independent peasants ar
exploited in the form of faxes, usury, cheating, false weights
and measures, etc. Terrific exploitation makes for the majority
of the peasants even simple reproduction of values and labour
power impossible. Even official statistics admit tbat about
1,300,000 farms are run at a loss. No doubt that the poor peasant
is the nmain figure in Korean agriculiure both among ihe inde-
pendent pecsants and the tenants. There is no doubt a pro-
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=ss is going on in Korea of transition of land to the landlords,
‘wrchams, usurers and speculators, including Japancse, a pro-
23s of concentration of land in the hands of laudlords of
:10us lypes and ongin, and a process of breaking up agri-
aiture among the peasants. Emigration to Japan, Manchuria,
e Far East, etc,, does not solve the problem of pauperisation
= the great mass ol peasants,

The yoke of landed exploilation, the yoke of exploitation
a the part of the Japanese financial and administrative appa-

" -aws, is distinguished also by the pre-capi.alist slave methods

-

!

+ exploitation of the peasantry eniployed by merchant and
ssurers capital. These economic factors — the domination of
lcpanese capital and the subordinate role of native capital in
griculture, industry and trade, the considerable investinents of
apital towards the development of large scale agricuiture, etc.
— determine the position and role of the classes in the class
vruggle of Korea. Thanks to the poor development and juveni.e
character of industry the Korean proletariat is still very weak.
Not only is it numerically small, but is to a large extent still
connected with the villages and ts not sufficiently class-con-

i scious, On the other pole, in view of the dominating, subju-
' gating and determining role of Japanese capitalism, the big

lzndowners are closely attached to it and the urban bourgeoisie
— the manufacturers, merchants and usurers — connected with
large-scale agriculture or directly subordinated to japanese ca-
atal, is coming ever-closer towards it. The vast majority of
‘ne Korean population consists of economically enslaved peasants
vho are suppressed and dowmntrodden by the terroristic police
regime and who have no prospects of an improvement of their
position without a revolution.

That is why the revolution in Korea will, by its social and
economic content, be directed not only against Japanese im-
periaism, but also against Korean feudalism. 1t will be di-
rected towards the abolition of all pre-capitalist remnants and
survivals, towards a cardinal change in the agrarian relations,
towards a cleansing of the land from pre-capitalist forms of
slavery. The revolution in Korea must be an agrarian revo-

lution.

Thus the overthrow of imperialism and the revolutionary
solution of the agrarian problem is the main objective historical
meaning of the revolution in Korea in the first phases of its
development, In this sense the Korean Revolution will be a
bourgeois-democratic revolution. o

Of all classes in Korea, as well as in any other colonial
country, the proletariat is the most consistent anti-imperialist
dass. To the exient that the working class will grow and orga-
nise, especially the industrial workers, its leading role in the
revolutionary movemernt will increase and the basis for the de-
velopment of a Communist movement will be created. Apart
irom the proletariat, the toilin peasaniry and the mass of the
arban ty--bourgeoisie constitute a motive force in the revo-
.ution. The basic mrass of the bourgeoisie constitutes, especially

-since the experiences of the Chinese Revolution, at best only

a national-reformist opposition to Japanese imperialism, whilst
ihe big landowners are completely on the side of the ]ara-

. nese imperialists.

Under these conditions the national liberation movement 1n

"ithe majority of modern colonies. including Korea, is not only
1

an anti-imperialist and an anti-feudal movement, but is closely

“unked up with the class struggle of the proletariat against the

imperialists, the feudal lords and the national bourgeoisie. The
proletariat of the colomial countries, in alliance with the broad
masses of peasants, enters the political arena as an independent
imliﬁcal factor which must have the hegemony in the revo-
ution.

The Korean proletariat will not be able to take over the
lcadership in the national-revolutionary movement if the Korean
Communists will not link up organically the agrarian problem

- with the national revolution. Inasmuch as the Korean bour-

geoisie is bound up with big land ownership, in view of its
dependence upon landed pronerty, it is not interested in a radi-
cal agrarian programume and will find it very difficult to gain
'eadership over the peasants. (A big danger in this respect
1= its agency — the national-reformist pettv-bourgeoisie.) The
agrarian problem of Korea can be solved onlv by revolutionary
and plebeian methods (by means of seizure of land from all big
landowners).

There can be no victorious national liberation struggle
without an unfoldment of the agrarian revolution. If is pre-
cisely the almost complete absence of conirol between the na-
tional-liberation struggle and the struggle for land that is re-
sponsible for the weakness and the deleat of the revolulionary
movenent of recent years (1919—1920). A victory over the im-
perialist yoke presupposes a revolutionary solution of the agra-
rian problem and the establishment of a democratic dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the peasants (in the form of Soviets)
through which the bourgeois-democratic revolution under the
hegemony of the proletariat is transiormed into a Socialist
Revolution.

Under these conditions, the peasant problem, the problomn
of the agrarian revolution, is of grealest importance for Com-
munist activity in Korea. Only by bringing the peasants under
their influence, only by appealing to them by means of intelli-
gible and popular slogans and demands, will the working class
and its vanguard be able to accomplish a victorious revolution
in Korea.

The method by which Japanese imperialism has hitherto
administered the couniry consisted in direct and open domi-
nation of the bureaucratic apparatus of occupation. Japanese
imperialism does not even formally share its power with any
of the native classes of Korea, The governor-gendal’s consul-
tative body consists of picked and pro-Japanese representatives
of the Korean feudal aristocracy and has no backing of any
considerable sections of the Korean bourgeoisie and liberal
intellectuals. Opposed by a wide front of workers and peasants.
which is still weak, but carries with it the possibility of great
complications in the future, Japanese imperialism is according
to some indications ready, especially since the experiences of the
Chinese Revolution, {0 resort to certain safety measures so as
to secure its position in Korea by winning over and attraction
of a certain section of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois intel-
lectuals fo its apparatus of occupation.

The more far-sighted representatives of .imperialist Japan
are beginning openly to speak of the necessity of partial re-
forms in Korea, understanding that the present conflict between
the colonial regime and the growing revolutionary forces in
the country ocannot be overcome with the help of police
measures alone.

. Meanswhile, terror against the. Communists and radical
nationalists is being multiplied. The class labour and peasant
movement has actually been outlawed. The suppression of the
press has become.more brutal. . , , :

There is thus the possibility that Japanese imperialism will
within the next few years try to crush the development of the
revolutionary movement not only with knout, but also by gran-
ting small concessions to the exploiters. The latter, however.
will not be able to satisfy the proletariat nor the _Feasants and
the broad sections of the urban pettﬁ-bourgeoisie. he national-
revolutionary movement in Korea which has a firm social basis
to stand on will develop also in the future.

The rapprochement of Japanese imperialism and the big
native landowners has not failed to influence the position of a
considerable section of the intelligentsia which plays a big
role in the organisation and leadership of the nationalist move-
ment. These changes in the class relations in favour of con-
ciliation with japanese imperialism, just as the growing repres-
sive measures and persecutions of the national-revolutionary
organisations, cannot fail to influence the position of the latter.
We may expect growing national reformist tendencies in their
ranks, a diminishing of their revolutionary character and their
transformation into a loyal “opposition”. With the elimination
of the Communists (through imprisonments, etc.) from the na-
tional-revolutionary movement, the fendency of growing mna-
ticnal-reformism is becoming ever more pronounced.

The main line to be followed by the Communist movement
ol Korea in the present phase of develepment is, on the one’
hand, to strengthen the proletarian revolutionary movemnent, to
guarantee ils comnlele independence with regard to the petty-
bourgeois national-revolutionary movement, and, on the other
hand, to strengthen the national-revolutionary movement bv len-
ding it a c'ass character and dissociating it from comnoromising
national-reformism (i. e. from the bourgeois-democratic nwove-
ment, the vacillations of which must be untiringly and mer-
cilessly exposed).
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The present situation and the existing class relations in
Korea determine the political and organisational tasks of the
Korean Communists, The years of factional struggle could not
fail to retard their development and 1o confront them now with
tasks, the accomplishment of which will be no child’s play. The
first of these tasks is a conscious and constant formation of
Communist cadres with sound Communist views, the working
out of a genuine Communist conception and a true scientific
Marxian-Leninist mode of thinking; it is about time to dis-
card the superficial pseudo-scientilic phrases which have so
frequently been our stock in trade till now; a proiound dis-
cussion of all problems arising from the tactics of the movement
is necessary.

The ranks of the Communist Party of Korea have in the
past consisted almost exclusively of intellectuals and students.
A Communist Party built o such foundations cannot be a
consistently Bolshevik and organisaiionally sound Party. The
first fask of the Communist movement of Korea is therciore to
strengthen its own ranks. The problem of improving the social
structure of the Party is coufronting us in its fvll scope. The

ty-bourgeois intelleclval composition of the Party, and the
ack of contact with the workers constituted until now one of
the main causes of the permanent crisis in the Communist mo-
vement of Korea,

The Korean Communists must do their utmosi to aftract
first of all industrial workers and also poor peasants who have
not given up their farming, into the Party. The Communists
will be able to accomplish this great fask only if they effect
a sharp break with the old meihods of organisation of intel-
lectual circles and underiake mass Bolshevik work, particularly
in the factories and trade unions. More intensive work must be
carried on in the labour and peasant organisations, in the old
and new mnational-revolutionary mass organisations, some of
which, like the “Sin-Han-Hwei”, “Khen-Fen-Sa”, “Chen-Do-Hio”,
etc. are semi-religious associations. Fighting for the toilers in
those organisations the Communists must expose the half-hear-
tedniess and indecision of the national--reformist and other op-
portunist leaders. In their organisational work the Communists
must avoid mechanical methods such as, for instance the me-
chanical organisation of nuclei, etc, :

- Oral and written agitation among the {oiling sections of the
population - must be developed much more extensively than
hitherto. The Communists must respond to every social event
in the coumiry. Such events should be interpreted from the prole-
tarian point of view and irom the point of view representing the
inferests of all toilers of Korea. The response to Communist
leaflets aud oral agitation coming from the sympathising and
hostile sections of the population and their press will be the
bes{ measures of the quality of Communist work,

The methods of work in the mational-revolutionary organi-
sations must also be changed. The illegality of the Communists
obliges them to work in the mass organisations more under
cover, to carry their propositions, suggestions and resolutions
through non-Communist members of those organisations. This
of course does not mean that the Communists must be so clan-
destine that their work should be entirely invisible or unfelt.
-On the contrary, the work of the Communists must be felt on
every step. The Communists must always and everywhere, if
occasion demands, come out clearly and stop at no sacrifices,
openlv advancing the Communist point of view and methods
of solution of problems. But they -must work for the desired
results also by means of deeper contact with the masses of these
organisations and by means of deeper influence and greater
popularity. This will protect the masses against the influence of
the anti-Communist forces even when the Communisis will be
arrested or will suffer losses and deleats.

The frequent failures of the Korean Communisis show that
the Tarty was unable to organise its conspiraiive work pro-
perly. The employment of correct conspirative methods is there-
fore one of the most urgent tasks. Great pain must be taken to
prevent the presence of agent-provocateurs in the Commanist
ranks. It must be gparticularly borne in mind that with the
present factional struggele the Japanese snies and agent-provo-
cateurs can pencirate the Communist organisations without any
difficulty and that the creation of an ideologically compact and
truly Bolshevik basis for the Communist Parly is one ol the
lirst prerequisites for the siruggle against provocations.

The E. C. C. 1. considers the {ask of ideological consoli-
dation of great importance and advises the Korean Communisis
to concentrate their attention to it; on its part, the E. C. C. 1. will
take every step towards a most speedy restorztion and consoli-
dation of the Communist Party of Korea.

The Communists must be able to overcome the political
indifierence of the working masses in the Japanese governmental
enterprises in Korea. The higher wages in those factories and
the rapid dismissal of “undesirable workers” by the administra-
tion render Communist work among those workers very difi-
cult, but, nevertheless, the Party must find a way of reaching
those workers.

The Communists must devote special attention to the irade
unions. The latter are still far from being mititant class orga-
nisations. They are rather workers’ associations which con- .
stitute no danger for the employers. The trade unions mwst be
imbued with the class spirit, and must be reorganised and
strengthened. This is an immediate task of the Comuunists. The
percen(;age of industrial workers in the unions must be in-
creased.

In the sphere of work amung the peasants, the Party mmst
become more aciive among the tenants and half-tenants. The
activity of the masses can be raised and the workers and
peasants can be drawn into their mass organisations only if the
Communists will learn o do mass work and to link up organi-
cally the final 2im of the movement with the daily needs, re-
quirements, and demands of the masses.

.

Much more system is necessary in the daily activity of the
Party. It will not do to limit those activities to discussing from
time to time “big” problems which, as experiences has shown,
do not always arise from the requirements of the class struggle.
A most important element of work is the concentration of atten-
tion on questions of the practical requirements of the movement,
which gives rise also to great and general problems.

Only by means of &:acﬁca.l work and the followi up |
of all questions of the Communist, labour and national r-
geois movements, can the guiding abilities of the Communists
be tested and evaluated, can the value of their statements and
the force of their arguments be measured. In their practical
work the Communists must not labour without a plan and
haphazardly; they must be guided by a definite programme of
action arising from the peculiarities of the situation and the
petty-bourgeois groups and parties. But “whenever expediency |
given circumstances.

In all their work and action the Communists of Korea
must strictly preserve the full independence of the revolutionary
labour movement which must be definitely dissociated from all
of the revolutionary struggle demands, temporary collaboration,
and under some conditions even a temporary alliance of the |
Communist Party and national-revolutionary movement inas-
much as that movement ... is revolutionary, is permissible.”
(Colonial Theses of the VI. Congress of the C.L). This colla-
boration, however, must by no means “find expression in a '
fusion of the Communist movement with the bourgeois-revolu-
tionary movement” (Ibid). With regard to the bourgeois oppo-
sition the Communists may conclude agreements with them
“if the action of the bourgeois opposition can be utilised for
the development of a mass movement and, if such agreement
will in no way restrict the ireedom of the Communist Party
in its agitation among the masses and in their organisations.
In this connection, Communists must not only fully preserve
their political independence and reveal their own position, but '
on the basis of action they must open the eyes of the toiling °
masses under the influence of the bourgeois opposition so that
they may see the unreliability of that opposition and the dan-
ger ol the bourgeois-democratic illusions disseminated by it.”
(Ibid.)

The Korean Communists will have to advance in the future. |
and popularise more energetically, the slogan of the agrarian
revolution as an organic part of the national-revolutionary mo-
vement. They will have to fight more energetically against the
bourgeois-nationalists, expose their hali-heartedness and incon-
sistency in the struggle against Japanese imperialism as well
as against the big landowners, and they will have to take
steps to prevent their falling under the influence of the nationa- :
lists who use radical phrases and are the most dangerous °I]
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ponents of the Communists. The Communists must remember
that the conquest of the national apparatus without the nzces-
sary preparatory work among the masses is no guarantee that
they will have any contact with the masses.

By constantly advocating the Communist programme, the
Korean Communists must coordinate the slogans ol the daily
struggle with the main slogans of irreconcilable strugzgle against
Japanese imperialisin, for complete national independenca, for
a democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasants
(a Soviet Government of workers and peasants), for the agra-
rian revolution, i. e. the distribution of the estates and the
Stale lands to the peasants without compensation, for the na-
tionalisation of the mills and factories, etc., etc. It is at the
same time necessary insistently to advance in the day to day
activity the partial demands of the working class, fighting for
‘he recognition and extention of the rights of the unions and
the labour organisations, demands in the sphere of social le-
vislation (the 8-hour day, 6-hour day for juveniles, equal pay
and equal working conditions for men and women, equality of
conditions of Korean and Japanese workers, labour protec-
tion, etc.).

Special partial demands and slogans should be advanced
by the Communists in the course of the struggle in the interests
ol the peasants, including the demands for limiting the rates
of rent to a certain percentage of the crop, fixation of definite
tax rates, abolition of compulsory prices on certain agricul-
tural products, passing of laws against feudal tyranny, etc. Fi-
nally, the Communists in their daily work must advance de-
mands for political rights and liberties (against all forms of
arbitrary power of State officials, against political persecution,
for freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association,
sirikes, etc.).

The Korean Communists must invariably and in all cases
come out sharply against the imperialist policy and military
action of Japan. glogans of struggle against imperialist war and
for the Soviet Union must be advanced and the work organiszd
-- considering this task, propaganda and agitation of special
importance in the daily activity of the Korean Communists.

Fighting against the Japanese terrorist regime, defending
the legality of the labour and peasant movement, the Korean
Communists must find ways and means of entering the arena
of an open political struggle on the part of the mass move-
ment. Thus the question of utilisation of all legal possibilities
is rising before the Communist Party of Korea in its full scope.

This utilisation of the legal possibilities must, however,
be t0 a certain exient kept also within certain limits. Thus, for
instance, the utilisation of the liberal bourgeois press for the
dicussion of Party questions aind for polemics which tend to
discredit the ranks of the Party is intolerable. The Korean
Communists must see to it that the discussion of such questions
and problems of the Communist movement be possible in their
own publications,

The enumerated measures of a political and organisational
character cannot of course embrace all tasks of the Korean Com-
munists. However, they can serve as a pre-requisite for the
development of extensive and profound work of a truly Com-
munist nature.

The E.C.C.1. is convinced that a conscientious and se-
rious attitude of the Korean Communists to the tasks arising
from the present situation in the country will help them to
overcome the maladies of the past and to restore and streng-
then the Communist Party of Korea on the basis of the deci-
sions of the E.C.C. 1.

* *

*

Comrades, Workers and ["easants!

~ Such is the estimation of the situation given by tie Co-
mintern and the tasks resulling thereiroin o1 the revolutionary
workers and peasants.

The E.C.C.I. earnestly hepes that the Korean Communists
will carry aut the instructions of the above resolution, and wil
— in a severe struggle, demanding great sacrilices - establish
ihe iron cohorts, the Communist Partv. The E.C.C. 1 will

.during examination and i the

suprort you in this struggle. Without the restoration and con-
solidation of the Communist Party a consistent and determined
struggle for the emapcipation of the country from the yoke of
Japanese imperialism and for carrying out the agrarian revo-
lution is impossible.

PROLETARIAN COMMEMORATION CAYS |

Gastone Sozzi.

The First Anniversary ol his Murder.

By M.

The 6th of February last was ihe first anniversary of the
death of Comrade Gas:oni Sozzi. He was a heroic champion
of the Italian working class and sacrilied his e for the cause
of the anti-fascist struggle.

Gastone Sozzi was arrested and barbarously fortured by
the methods of the inquisition. But he preferred to die rather
than to gain freedom at the price of betrayal. It is thus that
the true champions of the working class live and die. Many
died before him, many since. And many yet will fall as vic-
tims. The murder of Sozzi is not an isolated case; it is a
system. Since his death Riva, Sanvito, Pirola, Landi and others
have like him, been cruelly fortured and murdered: della Mag-
giorre has been shot; many others died of tuberculosis in the
prisons of Portolongone and Pianosa; the lives of others are
still in danger. Thousands of workers who fill the prisons are
delivered over to slow death by starvation; the viclims of the
exceptional court are innumerablé.

The murder of Sozzi in the year 1928 roused public opi-
nion against fascism, and the antifascist ca ign set the
working masses of all countries in motion agamnst the dicta-
torship of the dagger.

]

What aims had this movement? Before all fo initiate an
international investigation of the Italian prison regime and
the tortures, by means of which it will be possible fo ascertain
the inquisitorial methods employed by fascism against prisoners
risons, as well as at the police
stations and in the barracks of the fascist militia,

Secondly, that all polilical murders commmitted in secret be
brought to light; that al the facls be ascertained with regard
to the murder of Sozzi; that the world proletariat defend the
endangered lives of the political prisoners in Italy and expose
the provocations of the police which were carried out after
the events in Milan.

“As a result of the press campaign and agitation a great
protest was raised against fascism. The workers of ihe whole
world, especially their representatives in the anti-fascist com-
mittees in Paris, Basle, Ziirich, Berlin, Brussels, Lugano, New
York etc. refused to allow that fascism continue with impunity
the torfures and the murder of workers. This action was un-
doubtedly successful. The much advertised trial of Milan col-
lapsed and the prison regime was improved.

We must not, however, be satisfied with these first suc-
cesses. We are only at the beginning of the struggle which
we must not abandon. The prison regime in Maly still means
death for the prisoners, and tortures are the customary methods
of examination in the political trials.

The proletariat of the whole world must raise its voice in
order 1o put an end to this svstematic murder, which has becoine
a governmental system. There must be a profest finding ex-
pression in sn organised mass action capable of successiuthy
deiending the faithiul fighters of the Nalian revolmiion.

The campaign initiated in 1023 must be extended and de-

veloped until concrete resu'ts are achieved. We must bring
about the release of all the viciims of fascism,
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UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS.

The Path to Seocialist Agriculture.

Extract from Comrade Rykov’s Speech at the 1I. National Con-
gress of the Agronomists of the Soviet Union.

The most important tasks to be accomplished by agricul-
ture at the present time may be characterised by the foliowing
figures: For the current year a seven per cent. extension of
the culivated area and a threc per cemt. increase of yield per
unit of land are anticipated. Within the next five years the in-
creased yield of the soil is to amount to 30 to 35 per cent.
When these figures were being laid down, some of the Gos-
plan functionaries doubted the possibilty of their realisation.
I am of the opinion that these functionaries, drawing their ar-
gumerts from a comparison of the rate ot development of our
agriculture wiih the rate of development of pre-revolutionary
Russia and of the bourgeois countries, have committed a serious

error. They have compared with one another things which

are not to be compared.

The conditions under which agriculture develops have been

fundamentally difierent, since the October revolution, to any-
thing existing before the revolution. In the whole history of
the human race there has never been a country in which the
nationalisation of the land has been carried out so consistently
as in Kussia. History attords no example of a system in which
the producers themselves have been organised in Soviets, have
held the power in their own hands, and every exertion of
power has been for the most rapid development of th: produc-
tive forces. There has never been a country in which the co-
operative has played the role in agriculture which it now plays
in our country. There has been no State in which an active
agricultural policy has been based on a consistent economic
plan, or the execution of this plan has been backed up by such
mighty powers of influence, as in the Soviet Republics. The
October revolution, in abolishing private ownership of land,
removed the greatest obstacles in the way of such an organi-
sation of agriculture. ¢ .

It must be admitied that the scaitered and individual nature
of the peasant farm represents a hindrance in the ‘way of a
rational organisation of agricultural production. Nothing less
than the complete socialisation of the process of production,
that is, the systematic organisation of agricultural work, will
raise agriculiure to the level of large-scale factory production.
But even the small producer is offered much greater possibilities
of developing his undertaking, under the conditions of the
Soviet couniry, than in any other country. The change thus
brought about by the October revolution can be best charac-
terised by what has been taking place in industry.

Before the October revolution the oil fields of Baku were
divided up among competing owners, and there was no pos-
sibility of exploiting the region rationally, in accordance with
the natural conditions. Or, to take another example, in our
country the process of electrification is going forward under
conditions entirely different from those of any bourgeois country,
where srecial agreements must be made with individual owners
before electric cables can be laid down. These positive factors
and advantages of our state of sociely are ofien spoilt by our
inertia, backwardness, and faulty work., and by the errors
which sometimes creep into our plans. But this does not refute
the fact that the new order holds mughty possibilities of deve-
lopment for agriculture, and mighty possibilities for the appli-
cation of scientific achievements to agriculture.

It need not be said that all the inventions and advice of
the agronomists cannot be successiully applied until the pea-
santry itself evinces interest in these agronomic measures. We
may falk to the peasant as long as we like about the ad-
vaniages, for instance, of sowing wheat or rye according to
the new (scientific) methods instead of the old, nevertheless
the peasant will not follow this advice if it is disadvantageous
> him to sow at all. The awakening of the peasant’s interest

15 its political prerequisites.

In this respect the leading factors are the grain prices and
‘e faxes, This vear we have raised the price of grain, and
:nsiderably lessened the disparity between the prices of grain
id industrial goods. The experience gained during the Iast
w years has shown us a number ¢l errors in o'ir taxation

policy. A new law on the agricultural single tax will be issued
within the next few days, bringing considerable alleviation to
the middle peasant. The receip.s liom the agricultural tax mav
be calculated for the current year at about 420 to 430 million
roubles. Had there been rio failure of crops in the Ukraine and
North Caucasia, these receipts would have been higher by 20
to 30 million roubles. We es.imate the revenue from next year's
agricultural tax at 375 million roubles; this means, taking into
consideration the growth of agriculture, a considerable reduc-
tion of the burden of taxation.

Besides this, in all districis, newly cultivated areas are
exempt irom taxation for two years in cases where the taxation
is based on the area cultivated. These privileges cannot of
course be extended 10 obviously kulak farms. Taxation reliel
is also provided for those farms which have carried out the
measures which the law adduces for increasing the yield ol
the soil. The milch cows of the butter producing districts will
be subject to much lower taxation than this year. The new

.law ensures greater stability to the taxation rates, laying these

down for three years.

_These are most important alterations in our taxation policy.
having as their object the increasing of the interest of the
middle peasant in the development of his farm. The farms of
the poor peasantry continue to be exempt from taxation.

All that has taken place in the collectivisation movement
during the last few years has shown us that collectivisation
can be continued with further success in the future. When the
idea of developing the collective undertakings was raised for
the first time, it encountered a certain mistrust among the
scientific workers and among a section of the agronomis s. This
mistrust and these vacillations no longer exist, and this is a
great success. It is impossible to build up Socialism ouly in
the town, without including the village in the development
towards Socialism. We must not allow the socialist town and
the socialist industry 1o be surrounced by an agriculture deve-
loping on capitalist lines. The planned organisation of economy
includes not only industry, but agriculture. But the socialist
organisation of agriculiure implies a re-lorming of agriculture
on lines enabling a systematic and ralional organisation of the
work to yield more grain with less expenditure.

One of the causes of the backwardness of agriculture is
its scattered nature. The comprehension of agricultural pro-
duction by the co-operatives, the collectives, efc., leads it out
of this blind alley, and gives it all the advantages oi the large-
scale undertaking. Therefore, the course steered towards the
co-operatives and collectivisation possesses a progressive and
revolutionary characier, even from the standpoint of agricul-
tural technics. This does not, however, mean that the present
small individual farm$ have no prospects of advance. The back-
wardness of the peasant farm is so great that every smail pea-
sant farm has mighty possibilities of developnent. We must
therefore at the same time help the individual farm. -And we
must help it because for the next few years the inlividual farm
will still continue to play the decisive role in the production
of grain and its supply to the country. - '

In building up the socialist state of society we must make
a much more courageous application of all those scientific achie-
vements, which raise the productivity of human labour to co-
lossal heights, than is done by the bourgeois countries. There-
fore our scientific workers, our agronomists, engineers, and
technicians p'ay an exceedingly imgorlant part in the carrying
out of the greatest technical and economic revolution of hi-
story. The work of the agronomist is in many wavs similar
to that cf the engineer; but it 1s more difficult. When the en-
gineer introduces a new machine or a new work bench into
a weaving mill, he finds sufficiently qualified workers a* his
disposal, and in any case the possibility oi applying scientific
working methods is greater in factories than in agriculture.
You agronomists, in order to revolutionise the persant farms,
must at the same time revolutionise the peasantry, and
prove to them practically the advaniages of this or that wor-
kiing method, this or that improvement in production. When
you organise a collective farm, vou must first of all teach the
peasants how production is organised in collective organisa-
tions, in order that thev may be convinced of the advantages
of the collective farm over the individual. This is 2 much more
difficult and responsible social work. And for this reasonm it
is a cause for great congratvlation that the whole mass of
the agronomists are now speaking the same language as our-
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selves. There are very few agronomists, and their work is
extremely difficult. It is characieristic that at this Congress the
agronomisis speak in detail of the difficulties hampering their
work; they call for more means of transport, for suitable labo-
ratories, etc. But they say litle or nothing about the wages
question. This fact shows that we are dealing with a cadre
which loves its work, and pursues it enthusiastically lor its
own sake.

Formerly the agronomists collaborated with individual pea-
samts and carried out individual measures. But such scaitered
activities on the part of the agronomists could not bring about
any radical and rapid change in the development of agriculiure.
That which we call revolution in agriculiure does not begin
uniil the moment when millions and tens of millions of peasant-
rroducers are set going. We are entering a period in which
‘he main mass of the peasantry is already awakened, and of
late the agronomists have been advancing more and more
irom trivial and accidental tfasks to' ever greater ones, to the
sk of serving the advance of growing masses of poor and
middle peasaniry towards the reconstruction of agriculture on
1 new basis.

Had we been asked, three years ago, whether the village
was capable of producing a consciously active cadre, able fo
support the agromomist 1n his dilficult work, it wouid have
been difficult for us to furnish an entirely categorical, certain,
and positive answer fo this question. Now this process is
going on quite spontaneously in many cases, and in other
cases the aciive cadres take the form of special production con-
ferences and other organs. The village has begun to lend the
aid of its active elements to the agronomists, These active
ciements have clearly realised the necessity of revolutionising
agricultural production, and will support the agronomists in
their difficult work. :

A danger for the successful building up of the socialist
state of society and for the securing of the necessary speed oi
industrialisation lies in the fact that the deveiopment of agri-
cullure lags foo much behind the development of industry.
The most urgent problem of the moment is the overcoming at
any price of this backwardness, for until this is done we shall
not be able to fulfil our tasks in other directions. At the pre-
sent stage the development of agriculture represents that mi-
pimum determining the developmem of our whole economy.
Hence it is imperatively necessary to develop agriculture, and
especially grain growing, at all costs. The Soviet Union must
be transformed from a country which has sufiered a shortage
of grain this year and last fo a country exporting many mil-
lions of tons of grain. The agronomist must play a great role
in this transformation, and on behali of the government 1
promise the full support of the present Congress and of all
agronomists in this difficult and fruitful work.

The Struggle for the Best Election
Results.

By S. Ingulov (Moscow).

This year’s election campaign has been enriched by new
jorms of election work. The various cities, working class di-
stricts, works and faciories, as also many villages, have orga-
nised a lively competition for the most efficiently conducted
election campaign. The Leningrad districts have competed with
those of Moscow. At the same tinie the Moscow working class
district “Krasnaya Pressnya” has entered int> competition with
the largest working class district of Leningrad and with the
town of Charkov.

The serarate republics, gubernias, districts, etc.. compete
among themselves. The factories. villages, and village comnuu-
nities - are taking part in the competition. The competition is
initiated by some factory, town, or district, which challenges
another factory, town, or district.

At the same time a peculiar form ol fraternisation takes
place between the workers of the competing towns. gubernias,
ctc. Delegations are exchanged between Charkov and Baku, bet-
ween Leningrad and Moscow, befween Odessa ant Kiev, etc.
This competition, and the brotherly exchange of ideas on the
mmutual experience gained, are bound {o lead to greatly increa-
sed activity among the workers and peasants, and finally to a
real activation of the Soviets and to a real development of
proletarian democracy.

At first it was feared that the competition would exhaus
itself in mere formalities, greetings, eic, without any serious
political content. And at first there were very many greetings,
replies {o these greefings, and assurances that the eieclion cam-
paign would be carried on “eificienily”; but it speedily became
evident that the object behind this flood of words was not a
football match, but serious political action.

A change was soon apparent. As soon as the moment canie
to pass forward from absiract promises, etc. to their practical
realisation, then all the political eleciion slogans came to the

" fore, and the campaign showed its clear political colours. The

combating of the activity of the class enemy has become the main
content o the campaign. -

The campaign, adapting itself to the needs of the class
siruggle, has turned its chief attention to the village. The sen-
ding of workers’ brigades into the villages has beconie general
and has brought about a real activation oi the poor and middle
peasant strata, The workers’ brigades have proved an extre-
mely affective means of aiding the village poor in the struggle
for influence over the mtiddle peasant and for the isolation of
the kulak. The expenses incurred by sending the workers’ bri-
gades to the villages are generally met by the workers of tie
works and factories, who do iwo or three hours volumary
work and give the proceeds.

The election results already published show that the acti-
vity of the masses has greatly mcreased since the last elections:
this is greatly due to the new working methods. The progress
made becomes still more evident at the meetings where reports
are delivered. Last vear many report-meetings had to be aban-
doned owing to poor attendance, but in this year’s campaign,
even in the villages, 45 per cent. of the electors have faken
part in the report-meetings, and in many districts up to 92 per
cent. It need not be said that the percentage of participants in
the election meetings and the increased voting activity do not
¥et guarantee that the kulak and his representatives are de-
eated, that the electors exercise a really active control over
the activities of the Soviets, and that the newly elected Soviets
will succeed in drawing really bioad masses into their work.
And so far as can be judged at the moment, the campaign and
competition have permitted the question of participation in the
election (which is certainly of great importance) to push other
equally important questions into the background. This is un-
doubtedly an error which must corrected.

These errors will be remedied with the aid of the press
and of proletarian publicity. and ithe campaign entered into
with sucﬁ elan will not end in mere agitational fireworks, but
in a brilliant political victory for the working class.

_Congress of the Tractor Gangs.

The so-called tractor gangs are being developed into an
important instrument for the collectivisation of agriculture. The
tracior gangs are an entirely new organisation. The first ol
them were founded in the autumn of last year. Their object is
to render the use of agricultural machinery possible to those
peasant farms or small co-operatives lacking the necessary
financial resources for buying their own machines. At the same
{ime the gangs can play an important role in the class struggle.
for they gather the poor and muddle peasantry around them.
exercise a socialist influence over {hem, equalise advantages.
and give a stimulus for the cultivation of fallow land.

Up to the present there are 14 gangs with 300 tracloess.
cultivatirg about 10,000 peasant farms with a fallow area ¢
70,000 hLectares.

At the Congress all iniiial diificuliies and organisational
errors siill remaining to be overcome. were brought lorward.
The expenses incurred by the work ol the gangs have Dbeen
too high, the apparatus too large. too few trained tractor-dri-
vers available, the supplies of fuel and spare rparts inadequate.
In spite of these drawbacks, the gangs have already won the
confiderce of broad masses of ihe peasantry, The Congress
was able to place on record that this new organisafion has
proved its value. “The appearance ol the gangs” — a peasanl
delegate declared at the Congress — “has not only encouraged
the poor peasantry. but ailorded a great stimulus towurds the
collectivisation of the working village population”. A conside-
rable extension and increase of the {ractor gangs in the near
future is contemplated.
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The Development of Standard of Living of the Industrial Workers of
the Soviet Union in the Last Two Years.
By E. K. (Moscow).

The money wages of the industrial workers of the Soviet
Union have increased by 21 per cent, in the last two years.
Among the positive phenomena accompanying the increase in
wages are the reduction of prices of industrial goods in the
co-operatives and State undertakings and the considerable
extension of the influence of the co-operative sector of trade on
the household budget of the worker. These two last facts are
to be seen from the following table:

In What Way Does the Industrial Worker Cover His Demands
for tse Most Important Articles of Consumption?

(Average Per cent. in the
whole of the Soviet Union)
In the Co- In the InPrivate
operatives StateShops Shops

November 1925 48.0 9.6 424
November 1926 . . 55.1 6.1 38.8
January-March 1927 58.4 9.0 32.0
April-June 1927 . . 60.5 8.4 31.1
July-September 1927 . 58.5 6.6 349
October-December 1927 64.7 6.2 29.1
January-March 1928 69.5 6.0 24.5
A-pril-])llme 1928 70.5 6.3 23.2

Apart from these favourable facts there are also phenomena
which had an adverse effect upon the material position of the
worker. While on the one hand the prices of industrial goods
have been reduced, at the end of 1927 and in the beginning
of 1928 fhe supply of the most important articles required by
the workers declined in relation to the steadily increasing de-
mand. As a result, prices in the sphere of private trade have
ureatly increased, What effect all these contradictory facts have
had upon the consumption of the workers is shown by the
following data:

Food.
Let us consider in the first place how the workers’ diet
has changed in the course of the last few years:

Average standards of consumption in kilogrammes per month
and per adult member of a workers’ family, for the whole

Union:

: 1925 1926 1927
Rye flour . 6,104 4,107 3,202
Rye bread . 3,710 3,490 3,613
Wheat flour 8,311 9,743 11,364
Wheat bread . 4545 5,210 5,470
Barley 1,553 1,353 1,138
Potatoes . 11,398  10.854 9,780
Other Vegetables 4,176 3.829 4,448
Mushrooms, berries, iruit 2,705 2,722 2,413
Cooking oil . 0,488 0,492 0,336

1925 1926 1927
Sugar and confectionery . . . 1,400 1,611 1,815
Meat . e e e e e e .. 4314 4,406 5,028
Fish . . . ... .. 0,947 0,896 0,929
Milk and milk products . 7,131 7,952 11,255
Butter C e e e 0,254 0,287 0,323
Eggs 0,373 0,422 0,512

Thus we see that the diet of the industrial workers has
increased both qualitatively and quantitatively as regards the
most valuable food items. .

‘What effects have the difficulties of the last few years
had on the diet of the industrial worker? As the standurd oi
nutrition bears to a great extent a seasonal character, we will,
for the sake of better comparison, only give the results of
the first half year of each individual year.

Average monthly standard of consumption of food in the first
half year of 1927 and 1928.
(In kilogrammes per adult member of a family)
Provincial towns

Moscow  of theR.S.F.S.R. The Ukraine
1927 1928 1927 1928 1927 1928
Rye flour . 0,120 0,042 5422 3448 0,172 0,190
Rye bread . . 10,068 9,135 1,68t 2508 2233 2,290
Wheat flour 3.926 3,812 15613 14968 7,563 5,870
Wheat bread 7037 6916 9,392 2,758 11,986 12,169
Potatoes . . 11,080 7,160 8817 8,000 11,562 11,803
Other vegetables . 4,121 4,483 1,683 2434 5009 5,763
Mushrooms, ber-
ries, fruits 1437 1,152 0746 0618 1562 1,293
Oil . . . . 0494 0510 0852 0242 0465 0,528
Sugar and con-
fectionery 2220 2494 1536 1,762 1892 2011
Meat 6,008 6,136 4001 4058 6894 7118
Fish . . . . . 1,616 1567 0834 0932 148 1,421
Milk® and milk
products 7.904 8.698 14426 12361 8509 8808
Butter . . . . 0401 0447 0236 0267 0387 0295
Eggs . . . . . 0738 0573 0321 035 1,005 0880

Thus the consumption of wheat flour decreased in 1928 as
compared with 1927 while the consumption of wheat bread
shows an increase in some cases. The consumption of potatoes
decreased, while the consumption of other kinds of vegefables
increased. In all the towns outside of the Ukraine the con-
sumption of butter and eggs increased at the cost of the con-
sumption of oil. The consumption of sugar and meat shows a
considerable increase.

Clothing and household articles.

With regard to the consumplion of clothing and footwear
we have the lollowing dafa:

Consumption of articles of clothing per member of a working class family in the first hali years of 19261928,

Provincial towns of the

Moscow R.S.F.S.R. The Ukraine

1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1923

Cofton cloth and cotton clothing in metres . 8.35 10.11 10.22 8.51 8.55 10.20 1043 11.64 12.40

Woollen cloth and woollen clothing, in metres  0.79 0.93 0.98 072 0.87. 0.65 0.711 0.84 0.69

Other kinds of cloth and clothing, in metres (.33 0.69 0.54 0.22 057 0.42 0.25 0.78 0.68

Pairs of leather shoes e e 0.92 1.08 1.09 0.78 0.84 0.75 0.93 0.96 0.93

Pairs of galoshes . . . . . . . . . . — 0.24 0.28 0.11 0.14 0.25 0.14 0.15 0.15
Total consumption of clothing and footwear, :

in roubles . e 24.09 31.98 32.98 19.14 19.92 21.26 26.49 28.83 28.14

The consumption of cofton material and of articles of
clothing made thereirom shows an uninterrupted increase in
all the districts investigated. The consumption of woollen cloth
and articles of clothing made thereirom showed a trifling in-
crease in the year 1927 and remained stationary in the year

1]0:28.l The consumption of shoes and galoshes is increasing bul
slowly.

_ The expenditure on household articles and also, for the
time being, the consumption of alcoholic liquors and cigarettes
have increased considerably.
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Expenditure on household articles in the first half ¥ears of 1920—1928.

(In roubles per member of a worker’s

Moscow
1926 1927
Furniture and bedding e o0 252 3.18
Crockery . R 1 | 1.20
(yher household artxcles 2.22 2.01

amily.)

Provincial towns of the

Expenditure on alcoholic beverages and tobacco for the first half years of 1926—1928,
(in roubles per member of a worker’s family.)

Moscow

1926 1027

\lcoholic beverages 5.76 5.88
Tobacco and matches . 243 2.73

S.R. The Ukraine
1928 1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1928
4.36 1.50 1.11 1.56 2,01 2,70 4.25
1.49 0.75 1.17 1.26 1.35 1.44 1.35
2.62 1.62 2. 37 1.80 1.53 2.04 2.37
Provincial towns of the
R.S.F.S.R. The Ukraine
1928 1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1023
701 243 381 1453 3.93 4.41 472
338 0.93 1.20 1.49 1.62 2.10 2.15

The Total Budget of the Industrial Worker.

The total extent of the budget of an industrial worker has
changed somewhat considerably during the last two years,
chiefly as a result of increasing wages.

Of the items of expenditure, those repreaemmg rent and
‘0od increased greatly in the year 1927, while the general
<1ruc(ure of the budget remained the same. The subscriptions

o State loans and the increased expenditure for cultural and

social purposes caused a certain alteration in the structure of
the worker’s budget in the year 1928. Thanks to increased
wages, the material position of the worker in the first hali
year of 1928 not only did not suffer under the various short-
comings of the food supply, but showed an improvement in
comparison with the same period of the preceding year.

The Budget of a Worker’s Family.
In roubles for six months (January to June) of the years 1926—1928,

Provincial towns of the

A. Income Moscow R.S.F.S.R. The Ukraine

1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1928 1926 1927 1923
Wages of the chief earner . . 323.90 572.02 648.73 304.16 358.36 391.41 481.12 532.08 531.02
\x:mes of the other members of the famnly 157.06 14545 166.58 45,31 37.03 37.91 48.18 45.02 39.01

Social insurance etc., for all members of the
jamily . . e, 5231 4373 41.78 4217 4203 4014 2004 3734 34
Income from other sourcea . B o 4807 7204 60380 4338 6841 66,57 75.29  85.09 99.19
Total . 7bl 94 834 17 9)0 93 435 ()2 3()5 738 33() ()3 033.03 099,53 753.44

B. Expenditure
Rent, light, heating etc. . 83.64 93.14 101.17 54.59 73.36 73.40 69.73 81.29 87.07
Food . . 345.30  338.35 388.07 201.25 222,58 22776  293.21 311.20 317.57
Alcoholic beverages 25.85 26.80 31.79 10.56 16.42 18.66 18.77 18.95 20.00
Tobacco efc. C e e e 11.42 12.53 15.32 4.10 5.21 6.15 6.66 9.12 9.11
Clothing Coe L e e e 134.03  166.84 172.44 98.31 97.87 98.99 135.82 141.67 137.12
Washing and soap . 5.98 7.68 744 3.09 4.08 441 4.63 6.17 6.25
Hygiene . 5.96 44 5.70 1.52 1.18 2.26 3.01 1.84 2.26
Household artlcles etc 30.49 30.53 39.84 18.33 20.10 19.64 °* 24.40 27.61 35.60
ledical treatment etc. . 2,58 3.79 4.35 0.90 1.77 0.92 253 2,43 3.04
Culture . . 14.29 25.10 26.47 5.85 7.28 10.18 14.1% 1694 19.314
Social aad polmcal expendlture . 18.93 19.55 23.40 9.80 9.30 11.29 13.03 14.33 20.14
Religion 0.41 0.87 0.05 0.35 0.34 0.34 0.19 0.13 0.03
Y

[agrﬁ;:t ?' .m.sta!mt.ent's f‘or. g.o ofis .had 'on 20.91 9.33 5.88 7.00 4.99 6.01 5,28 8.70 17.33
sate loans . . . L L . e .. = 3.60 0.32 — 0.26 4.56 — 6.11 3.87
Convalescent homes and sanatorla Coe — 6.90 5.33 - 0.78 577 — 1.57 1.00
fher outgoings . 54.96 50.71 71.84 15.72 25.32 31.64 24.87 32.72 40.77
\iscellaneous . o 466 444 302 036 008 015 148 219 233
S Total 76234 82477 01203 43182 49102 52213 oI84d 08507 7350
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PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Working Women in the Coming
Gieneral Election in Great Britain.

By Phyllis Neal

By the Enfranchisemeni of Women Act introduced by the
Conservative Govermment and passed by the British Parliament
in 1928, 5 million women between the ages of 21 and 30 years
were erfranchised. There is now equality of suffrage in Eng-
land between men and women. Of the tive million newly en-
iranchised women, it is esiwmated that 4 millions belong to
the working class. To awaken these to political life, to develop
their revolutionary. consciousness and mobilise them in active
support of the Communist Party’s electoral Eolicy and pro-
gramme, thus becomes a very important task of the DParty;
and since a General Parliamentary Election is due in 1929
(probably as early as May) an urgent one.

Naturally the Party did not wait for the complete en-
franchisement of working women before endeavouring to draw
them into electoral struggles. In the General Election of 1924,
and the annual local contests prior to 1928 (while still supjor-
ting the Labour Party candidates) it worked for the participa-
tion of the working women in a revolutionary spirit, both those
who had votes and those who had not. Later, when the Left
wing Labour Parties in the London area (disaffiliated from
the official Labour Party) advanced their own candidates from
the County Council, on a Communist programme, against the
Right wing Labour candidaies, the Party was successful in
organising bands of very energetic women workers.

Immediately afier acceptance of the C.C. in February, 1928,
of the Resolution of the IX. Plenum oi the E.C.C. I, which
included among its most important features a new electoral
policy for the Party, in opposition to the Labour Party, the
Political Bureau brought before the Central Women’s Depart-
ment the necessity of linking all aspects of its work with the
Party’s electoral policy.

In March 1928 the FEnfranchisement of Women Bill passed
its second reading in Parliament, and in April “The Working
Woman” contained a very clear and strong article: — “A
Letter to New Women Voters.”

The votes of the working wonien were claimed for the
Communist Party as an act of class-loyalty. And not their
votes only, but their active participation in the work of the
electoral committees, and above all, membership of the Com-
munist Party.

The same issue contained a leading article on “Ourselves
and the Labour [Party”, which set forth very sharply and
correctly the reasons for the new policy.

From that time every issue of “The Working Woiman” has
contained material in connection with the coming General
I-lection.

Beginning with the conference in London in February, in
preparation for  International Woimen's Day, and  coatinuing
through the many United Front Counleirences held under the
leadership of the Communist F'arty in its International Women's
Day and Anti-War Campaigns, a very strong propaganda has
been sustained to mark out the [arty in contrast to the Labous
Party as the leader of the working women m their fight against
capitalism. The reception ol our propaganda by the delegates
(the great majoritv of whom were of course not Communists)
has been good without exception. and there have been many
reeruits to the Party. In the South Wales coalfield. where the

Labour Party Women’s Sections were forbidden to be represe:-
ted at our conferences, under threal of expulsion from the
Labour Party, many sections sent delegates, and a number
Labour women joined the C.P.

The first elections to take place after the 1X. Plenum were
those for the Urban District Councils and Boards of Guardian:
in April. The Communist and Left Wing candidates included
many women.

The first Parliamentary election fought by the Party since
the IX. Plenum was at Aberdeen (Scotland), where, aithough
the Party had only a very small group of members, it polled
2,650 votes against the Labour and Liberal Parties, gained
recruits, collected £ 100 from the workers toward the election
expenses, and secured the organised support of entire ward
committees of the Labour Party, in favour of the Communis
and against the Labour candidate. Here the women were ex-
ceedingly aclive, espectally the younger women who were nu
et enfranchised. In the canvassing, meetings,. distribution ol
iterature, etc., they worked tirelessly: went out in bands, wea-
ring red kerchiefs on their heads, held meetings in working
class streets, and brought out the women to listen: hung red
banners from their houses and organised parades of their chil-
dren to march and sing revolutionary songs.

In November the elections took place for the Borougi
Councils (local governing bodies of the more impertant towns)
and for the Scottish Parish Councils (the equivalent in Scoilan.
of the English Boards of Guardians). In the English Borough
Council elections, the Party vote was 10.5% of the Labour vote:
in Scotland 19.5%; but in the Scollish Parish Council elec-
tions 427. The much better resulis in the Parish Council con-
tests were no doubt due to the fact that these were fough:
around issues concerning unemployment, scales of relief, carc
of needy children, etc., on which the workers have had loag
experience of the Party’s work. The number of women cand:-
dafes of the C.P. and Left wing was very considerable. lu
London alone about 18 were women. The issues specially ai
fecting working women were prominent in the Party propa-
ganda, and again the women were among the most active
workers for the Party.

" The big- Communist bazaar held in London at Christma:
time in aid of the General Election Fund was successful mainl.
through the work of the women, very many of whom were
non-Tartv sympathisers. It realised about £ 400, and had ver.
considerable propaganda value.
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